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to tho Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, 
Volume LI — Ho. 1. 


248 , — Ijiost line for the words “Mr. Idris Ahmed Mia addressed 
the House in Bengali,” substitute the following, namely: — 

Mari'. i IDRI8 AHMED MIA addre'ssed the House in Bengali, an 
English translation of a precis of his speech is as follows : — 

“Representing as we do the poor peasants and tenants of Bengal 
almost dead from want of food and education, we have been badly 
disappointed by the Bengal Government’s budget figures. Since 1st 
April,* 1937, we have obtained provincial autonomy and the right to 
spend the Government revenue for the comforts and convenience , of 
our countrymen. Out of 250 members returned by the votes of the 
poor tenants, 11 have been appointed Ministers to carry on administra- 
tion under the direction of the 250 members. This is all very good. 
But will tall talks and assurances by the fat-salaried Ministers’ a^d 
members appease the hunger of the poverty-stricken tenants? Will 
arrangement for education be made? Will there be remedies for 
diseases? Oat of the total income of Rs. 12 crores and 
55 lakhs how much has been budgeted for primary education and pub- 
lic health? It appears that sums of Its. 5,200 for Government primary 
schools, Rs. 3,20,800 for grants-in-aid to private primary schools and 
Rs. 24,11,200 for District Boards and othe^ local institutions to help 
the cause of primary education have been budgeted. Of what avail 
will it bd to launch this rotten dinghy of primary education on the 
vast ocean of illiteracy? Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker said that 
the reople of the country must any how be raised from the deep abyss 
of poverty and illiteracy. That is very good. And when he said that 
bigger sums had been allotted to primary education, we literally danced 
with joy. But on a comparison we find that last year’s figures on this 
head have been exceeded by Rs. 78,644 only. Is this an adequate 
arrangement for primary education? Is this the first specimen of the 
first step leading to the freedom of the country? Why has not a 
larger sum of money been allotted in order to give some relief to the 
poor teachers who are serving in primary schools that enjoy a g$ant 
of Rs. 1-8 or Rs. 2 from the District Boards? What does it mean that 
no aid will be granted to the existing primary schools until compul- 
sory free primary education is introduced throughout the whole 
province? Is even the sick diet of ihe dying patient to be stopped on 
the pier* that on recovery he will be treated to pilau and other rich 
dishes? Bengal Government’s financial condition is quite satisfactory. 
His Excellency the Viceroy has very kindly remitted their debt to the 
Government of India to the extent of Rs. 8 crores and 41 lakhs while the 
income from the jute duty has increased by Rs. 45 lakhs. But the extent 
of expenditure on unimportant items does not appear To be inconsideifc 
able. At a time when prison-houses will perhaps have to be broken, 
down a sum of Rs. 4 lakhs and a half has been earmarked for building a 
jail at Dum Dum. Sums have been budgeted for the extension of 
the High Court lift, latrines, servants’ quarters, etc. The poor tenants 
and peasants of Bengal grow jute with great hardship &rd difficulty 
and are about to die as a result of all this. Would the money received 
on account of export duty on that jute be considered wasted if, 
instead of bfeing spent* on these unnecessary heads, it were s^etit on, 
the education and health of these peasants and tenants? Ae for my- 
self, I cannot listen to the plea — although many are doing so-— that* the 
budget was prepared in great haste. If the interests of th^rpoor are 
neglected in thra wa/, no body wild any more believe in the^ # wor£s.”<i 




GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


.GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 



|jjtc^lency *he Right Hon’ble Sir John Anderson, p.c., o.c.b., 


MEMBERS OJF THE COUNCIL *OF MINISTERS. 

[1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abol Kasem Fazlul Huq, in charge of the 
Education Department. # 

\2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, in charge of the 
• Finance ^Department. 

^2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., in charge of 

i, the Home Department. 

(4) The Hon’lble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, kt., in charge of 
the Revenue Department. 

(6) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries, 

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbasar* 
in charge of the Department of Communications and Works. 

[ 

7) The Hon’ble Mr. Huseyan Shaheed Suhrawardy, in charge of 
file Department of Commerce and Labour. 

jS) The Hon’ble NawaJb Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, in 

| . charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departraents. 

| 

|0) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed NatjsAer^Ali in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Public Health and Local Self-Government;* 

• • 

E0) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat, in charge of the 
Forest and Excise Department. 

• ^ 

0 The Hon’ble Mr. Mtjkunda Behary Mullick, in 'charge o { the 
Cp-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department! 




GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


>RINCIP£L OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Mb. Speaker. 

Jfhe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque,* c.i.B. 

Deputy Speaker. 

M. Ashuapali, Esq, Barrisier-jft-Law. 

Secretary to Assembly. 

K. Ali Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Assistant Secretary to Assembly (offg.). 


K. C. Ghosh, Esq. 




IENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF MEMBER8. 


Abdul Aztfz, Maulafla Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Bari, Maulvi. [Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafeez, Khan Bahadur Syed. [Dafcca Central (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [T|ngail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem,.. Mr. [Klyilna (Muhammadan^.] 

Abdul HaWm, Maulvi. [ Mymensingli West (Muhammadan).] 

^bdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. [Munshiganj (Muhammadan).] 

E bdul Hamid, Mr^ A. M. [Pabna West (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj* North (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabber Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abclul fcader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagaeha (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymensingli North (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

|bdul Wahalb Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
bdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingli East (Muhammadan).] 
bdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

t bdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. E. M. [24-Parganas North-East 
(Muhammadan).] 

bdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Ifodur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 
bdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
bdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
bdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).] 
bdur Razzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 
bdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 
bidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. [Chandjmr West (Muham- 
madan).] 

bu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 
bul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhammadan). ^ 
Abul Hashim,' Maulvi. *[Burdwan (Muhammadan).] # 

Abul Hosain, Mr. Ahmed. [Netrokona North (Muhammadaif).], 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 
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• 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Muktagacha, Myme* 
singh. (Dacca Landholders.) % . 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Aftab Ho^sain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 
Alined Ali, Khah Sahib Maulana, Enayetpuri. [Jhenidafe (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ah^ed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhamipadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr? [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Kabir, Choudhury, Maulvi. [Chittagong South (Muham- 

j \ i f * 

madan).J ^ 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhamjnadan).] 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Aminullah, Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muharfunadan).] 

Amir Ali, Md., Mia. [Rajshahi South '(Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr, W. L. [Burdwan Division (European).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [^ator (Muhammadai?).] 1 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Azahar Ali, Maulvi. \fabna East (Muhammadan)*] 

Azizul Haque, the Hon’lble Khan Bahadur M., c.i.e. [N^dia West 
(Muhammadan).] 9 


B 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta* and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Efenerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 

Bannerjee, Mr. Monoranjan. [Dacca East (General).] 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Barat Ali, Mr, Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammdllan).] 
Barma, Babu Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] • 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Bab^ Shyma Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobindra Chandra. [Midnapore Bast (General).] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] . 

Bose/tyr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

Braver, ^ Mr. F. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] ^ * 
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C 

Lpbell, Sir George, kt. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

fcrabartjy Babu Narendra Narayan. JBogra cum Pabna (General).] 

[krabarty, Mr. Jatindra Natb. [Bangpur (General).] • - 

pttopadbyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] ' 

ludhuri, Eai Hafendra Natb. [24-Parganas Municipal (Genera*?.] 

ippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

jk, M*. I. A. * (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

>per, Mrs C. G. ^Indian Jute Mills Associations.) 
isfield, Mr. L. M. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

• 

D 

s, Babu Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General).] 
s, Babu K^dha-Nath. [Sooghly North-East (General).] 
s, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-East (General).] 
s, Mr. Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (Genera^.] 
s, Mr. Stonomohdn. [Mymensingh East (Gaceral).] 
jps, Babi* DebendTa Nath. [Birbhum (General).] 

0 Gupta, # Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 

1 • (GtenerSl).] 

| Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

j| Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

|ta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath^ [Tippera (General).] 

jiui, Mr. Harendra. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).] 

itt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South-West (General).] 

itta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).] 

^tta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. (Barrackpore Registered Fac** 

tories.) 

s 

i e 

i 

|bar, Mr. # Upendranath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
jaidadul rfaque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhanunadan).] 

F 


! had Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. piaiSgipur (Muhammadan).] 
hat Bano Khanam, Betjum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 
oqui, Nawab Sir u Mohiuddin, kt., of Ratanpur.* [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

lul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muham* 
madan).] • 

lul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulyi. [Chittagong North-West 
^ (Muhammadan) . ] 
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Fazlur Rahman, Muktear, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] ’ 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 

Ferguson, Mr. R. H. [Rajshahi Division (European).] 

G 

Gfcmmeter, Mr. E. 0. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Ghose, Baibu Ahil Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhamiftadan). j 
Giasuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. [Madaripur East (Muhfi 
madan).] 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, <Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Rai] 
r* 1 (Muhammadan).] * 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] . 
Goswami, Mr. Tulsi, Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Munici 
(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh CJhandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] r 

H 

Habibullah, the Hon’lble K., Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. [Dai 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Hafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan).] 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishoreganj East (Muha 
madan).] 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur. [Bakarganj North (Muha 
madan).] 

Hasina Murshed,. Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. [Pirojpur South (Muhammadan 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal.* [Calcutta West (General).] 
Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

i 

c 

, Idris Ahmed ^ia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 
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aluddin Khan Bahadur. [Cox’s Bazar (Muhammadan).] 

aluddin # Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhifla (Muhammadan).]* 
limuddin Ahmed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).] * • 
lab Ali Majumdar, Miaulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 


biruddin Khan, # 3fhan Sahib Mahlvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

zem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah ^yed. [Murshidabad Sou^i- 
West (Muhammadan).] • 

f aitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 
an, Mr. Debendra Lall.* [Midnapore Central (General).] 
pnar, Mr? Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

|ndu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinajpur (General).] 


M 

^ • 

icfauclilan, Mr. C. S. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
ifezuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra North (Muhammadan).] 
pjsuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan). J 
Iguire, Mr. L. T. (Angfro-Indian.) 

ihtab, Maharajkumar IJday Chand. [Burdwan Central (General).] 
khtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. [Dinajpur Central West 
(Muhammadan) . ] 

|iti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
kitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Irji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

|jumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.] 

|zumdar? Mr. Birendra Nath. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
M, Mr. lswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-Wesi^ (General).] 
j^ndal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

^ndal, # Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (G<meral).] 

^ndal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Furidpur (General).] 
ndal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippers? (General).] 
tndal, Mr. Togendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).] 
pdal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 
Hiruddin, Akhand, Maulvi. [ Raj shah i North (Muhammadan).] 
niruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Iqbul Hosain, Mr. [l!ippera North-East (Muhammadan).] • 
mid Ali «Khan Panni, Maulvi. [Tangail South (Muhammada»).J 
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Miles, Mr. .C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Milne-Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Mefeerpur (Muhammadan),] ^ ,J 
Mookerjee, Mr. Symaprosad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. [Presidency Divisioh (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollaji, Maulvi. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Maitlvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib, Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur Noril 
(Muhammadan).] ' 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South .(Muhammadan).] 
<iMuhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique, Dr. Syed. [Bankura (MuKammadan).] 
Muhammad Solaiman^ Mr. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan). 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.; 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 0 [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (India: 
Christian).] r 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. | Birbhum (General) 1 ' ' 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 

Mullick, Sri jut Ashutosh. [Bankura West (General).] 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpaigui 
cum Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] . 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. [Bagerliat (Muhammadan).] 
Mustufa Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. [Brahmanlbaria North (Muhani 
madan).] 


N 

Nandy, thee Hon’ible Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbazar 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. [Bralimanbaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General). | 
Nausher Ali, the Hon’ble Mr. Syed. [Jessore Saclar (Muhammadan). 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, k. c.i.e. [Calcutta Nortl 
' (Muhammadan) . ] 

Nihimo, Mr. T. B. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) * 

.Nooruddin, 3 Bj. K. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Mubaffl 
e madan ^ ‘I 
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zai 


O 


P 


Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. [Hoogdily cum Howrah Municipal 
(General).] 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sank&r, kt. (Bengal National Chamber of Com- 
merce.) 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (General)?] 


R 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajsbahi Central (Muham* 
mJadan).] 

Raikat, The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
o (General).] , 

Rajibuddin Tdrafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 
Ramiztujdin Ahmed, Mr. [Tfppera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingh East 
° J (General).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muham- 
madan).] 

: Ross, Mr. J. B. (Indian, Mining Association.) 

Roy, Babu Patiram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, kt. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajsbahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (Generali.] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 


8 


* • 

Sadaruddin ®Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan). J 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rangpur North ('Muhefmmadarf).] 
Salim, oMr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan ). ]> / 
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Sanaullah, Al-Haj MaulaDa Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhax 
madan).] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Piesidency Division Municip 
(General).] f t 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 
barker, Babu Madhusndan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Sarker, the Hobble Mr. Nalini Ran j an. (Bengal National Chat 
ber of Commerce.) 

Sassoon, Mr/'R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] "* 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-Eas 
(General).] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [feongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.e. [Narayanganj South (Muhan 
madan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. {Matlaiblbazar (Muhajnmadan).], 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan). 
Shamsul Huda, Maulna. [Mymensingh South (Muhaynmadan). 
Singha Babu Kshelra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Te 
Garden Labour.] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas Municipa 
(Muhammadan).] , 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.! 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham 
m|dan).] 


W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 
c Walker, Mr. J. R. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 
# W^st, Mrl* Ellen. [Anglo-Indian (Women).] 

% Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal OhamhA-r nf fJnmtnftTftAA 



IE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Second Session.) 

Volume LI— No. 4. 

seeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
ider the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

'he Assembly met* in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Inesdav, the 8th September, 4937, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Ir. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztjl Haque, c.i.e.) 
le Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 217 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Prosecution under the Indian Forest Act in Chittagong. 

103. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAHi (a) Will the Hon’ble 

ister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department kjndly state 
t is the annual number of (i) successful and (ii) unsuccessful prosecu- 
i for offences under the Indian Forest Act, 1927, and the Rules and 
Rations made thereunder in the district of Chittagong for the years 
, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936 and the half-year of 1 937 P 
What is the annual amount of reward given to ( i ) private infor- 
ts, (ii) forest guards and (Hi) others in those years in this connec- 

') How many of these offenders are ( i ) males, (ii) females, (Hi) 
ius, (iv) Muslims, (v) Buddhists, (vi) young men below 20 and (vii) 
aen above 60 in each year ? 

1) How many of these offences were committed in Sadar A, R and 
s Bazar subdivisions in each year? - . 

?) What is the number of prosecutions in the police-stations of (i) 
lazari, (ii) Fatickcheri and (iii) Raozan, year by year?' 
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MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMEN 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): Government have tried 
collect the desired information, but have not yet been able to do so. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: How long will tl 
Government take to supply all these answers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: It is a very hai 
task to get all the details. It will take sometime but I cannot gi^ 
any definite idea as to the time it will take to collect the informatic 
required. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Does the Hon’ble Ministi 
propose to supply the answers in the near future P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: Yes, as soon as 
is ready. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the answe 
that it is a very hard task, does the Hon’ble Minister feel himself con 
petent to carry out that task ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I think it does in 
arise. 


Assembly Manual. 

* 104 . Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : (a) Is the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Election) Department await 
of the inconvenience felt by the members of the Legislature in tin 
absence of a Manual containing in a compact form the Government oi 
India Act, Instrument of Instructions to the Governor, Orders issued. by 
His Majesty in Council and the various Rules and Orders including 
the Fundamental Rules issued from time to time ? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing at 
an early date a Manual of the nature indicated in the above question? 

MINISTER p charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Khwaja Sir Nafimuddin): A Manual of this nature is now being 
compiled and I hope that copies of the first two volumes will shortly 
be in the hands of hon’bj# members. It is proposed to include tb« 
Rules of Procedure of both Houses in a third volume, the publication 
of which can therefore be expected when these rules have been made. 
Th^ manual will not reproduce the Fundamental Rules. 
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* Landlords’ transfer fee. 


10& Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
*ge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table an 
lustive statement of — 

(a) the amount of landlords’ transfer fee deposited in the Collec- 

torate of Mymensingh in the years 1929, 1930, 1935 and 1936 
separately ; 

(b) the amount of transmission fee in each of those years in 

Mymensingh that were realised ; and 

(c) the total amount of landlords’ transfer fee that were realised in 

all the districts in Bengal in each year from the 1st January, 
1929, to the 31st December, 1936? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the Library 


laulvi ABDUL BARI: How much of the landlords’ transfer-fee 
been withdrawn by zamindars and how much has been credited to 
rict Funds ? 

’he Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Bengal Public Service Commission Regulations. 

106. Maulvi ABUL QUASEM : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
e Finance Department be pleased to state whether any regulations 
been framed under section 266, sub-section ( 3 ), of the Government 
dia Act, 1935, specifying the matters on which it shall not be neces- 
to consult the Public Service Commission under the aforesaid sub- 
m. 

INISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Malini Ranjan Barker): Yes, the member is referred to regula- 
31 et sequiter of the Bengal Public Service Commission 
lations, 1937, issued in notification No. 3552F., dated the 1st 
, 1937, a copy of which has been placed on the Library table. 

Detenu Mr. Tara Kishore Bardhart. *■ 

107. Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN: (a^Will the Qon’ble Minister 
Large of the Home (Special) Department state whether it is a 
that Mr. Tara Kishore Bardhan of village Kharyala in the district 
ppera is being kept in detention since 1933 ? 
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(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that during the year 
1934-35 while Mr. Bardhan was in detention his Managing Agency of 
the Sylhet Doars Tea Company, Limited, as well as all his ancestral 
property were sold in execution of a decree passed in his absence ? 

(c) Is it a fact that while the aforesaid suit was pending, the said 
detenu, Mr. Bardhan, applied to the Government three or four times 
asking for temporary leave from detention for the purpose of looking 
after his legal interests and that the Government rejected all these 
applications ? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that as a result of this all the 
property and means of livelihood of the family of Mr. Bardhan were 
lost and his wife and daughter have become heavily involved in debt 
and difficulties? 

(e) Is it a fact that the wife of Mr. Bardhan has been ailing for a 
long time necessitating expensive treatment? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the wife of the detenu sub- 
mitted a petition to the Government in December last and sent a 
reminder in February, 1937, praying for a monthly allowance of 
Rs. 100 in place of the Rs. 70 a month and for a sum of Rs. 500 for 
her daughter’s marriage which was to have taken place on the 4th 
March, 1937, but was postponed on account of her petition not having 
been granted? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to grant her 
petition and fix her allowance at Rs. 100 per month and pay her a 
sum of Rs. 500 for her daughter’s marriage and also a further sum to 
enable her to free herself from all liabilities incurred by the family since 
the detention of her husband? 

(//) M ill the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to take steps 
to adequately compensate the. families of detenus for losses suffered on 
account of »u<h detentions of '-the earning members of families? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes from the begin- 
ning of 1934. 

(5), (d) and (p) I am not prepared to answer inquiries regarding 
the private affairs of the detenu. 

(c) The detenu did not ask for leave to look after his affairs: he 
was granted leave in connection with his wife’s illness. 

(/) Government, received such a petition, but are not aware that the 
marriage was postponed for the reasons stated 

(<)) ‘No. - ■ 


(h) The attention of the hon’bje member 
ot^he Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 


is invited to section 1 
1930. 


9 



1937.] QUESTIONS. 1117 

BabU NACENDRA HATH SEN: With reference to answer (/), 
tfhat were thje reasons for the postponement of the marriage ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: The negotiations fell 

through. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that the 
lady in question did send a telegram to Government asking for funds 
to defray the expenses of the marriage? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

• 

. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please explain* what he means by private affairs of detenus? Are we 
to understand that financial loss and deaths of parents are private 
affairs to which no answer is necessary? 

f The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, so far as some of 
the questions are concerned. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble Minister 
made any enquiries with regard to (d) and (e) ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, enquiries have been 
made. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that, 
while asking for leave on account of the illness of his wife, a representa- 
tion was also made to Government for adequate funds for her treatment 
and, if so, what was the reply to that representation? 

.The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

/ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the 
Hon’ble Minister’s answer to ( g ), what are the reasons for not acced- 
ing to the request ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government considers 
Us. 70 a suitable allowance. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that the wife of the detenu lias been ill for a long time entailing 
expensive treatment and also loss of properly on account of liis deten* 
tion, does not the Hon’ble? Minister think that Government ought to 
have allowed Rs. 100 per month for the treatment of the detenu’s wife? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter oi 
opinion. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: With regard to questior 

(b), does the Hon’ble Minister know that the ancestral property of the 
detenu was sold in execution of a decree passed during his detention ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 


SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Post of Steward of the Medical College, Calcutta. 

*107A. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (oJ^Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the post of 
Steward of the Medical College, Calcutta, has not in the past been 
filled up by any Bengalee ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wliat are the reasons? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a vacancy in the post of Steward now? 

( d ) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of filling up the vacancy by a 
Bengalee this time, preferably by a Mussalman? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi SyecMIausher 
Ali): (a) Except for short periods, the appointment has been always 
held by a domiciled European or Anglo-Indian. 

(b) The Superintendent, Medical College Hospitals, who is the 

appointing authority, selected the candidate whom he considered most 
suitable. \ 

( c ) No. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Has there been a vacancy 
within a very short time ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Is there any bar to the 

appointment to the post of one who is not a European or Anglo- 
Indian ? ' ' 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: No, Sir. 
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Employees in (he School of Tropical Medicines, Calcutta. 

*107B. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of employees in the School of Tropical 

Medicines, Calcutta ; 

(ii) the number of Hindu employees ; 

(Hi) the number of Moslem employees ; and 

( iv ) the number of ‘employees who are neither Moslem nor Hindus? 


( b ) Is it a fact that there are three vacancies now in the School 
of Tropical Medicines which are going to be shortly filled up? 

« (c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
con sidering the desirability of filling up these vacancies by Moslems 
as the percentage of Moslem employees is much below the prescribed 
proportion ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (?) to (iv) A 
statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes : there are three vacancies in the temporary establishment 
employed in connection with the Medicinal Plants and 1 Food Poisons 
enquiry. 

(c) The Director of the School of Tropical Medicine who is the 
ippointing authority will give due consideration to the claims of 
Muhammadan candidates for these appointments. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has the Government of Bengal 
my voice in making these appointments? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not quite 

Jure. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Does the Government of 
Bengal contribute any money for the maintenance of this school? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As far a$ I am 

lWare a fairly large sum is spent by the Government of Bengal 
owards the maintenance of this school. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question No . 107 B 



School of 
Tropical 
Medicine. 

Endowment 

Fund. 

Carmichael 

Hospital. 

Medicinal Planl 
and Food Poieo: 
Enquiry Under 
the Imperial Agi 
cultural Keseari 
Fund. 

Non-Moslem and 
Non-Hindus . . 

5 

8 

3 

Nil. 

Muhammadan 

6 

7 

Nil 

Nil. 

Hindu 

39 

45 

12 

5 (temporar 


50 

50 

15 

5-Total 130 
(including 

5 temporar; 
posts). 


♦Includes 1 Hindu under the Mitrft Scholarship Beseareh Fund. 

» 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Number of detenus and political prisoners released. 

94. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAURA: (a) Will the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department he pleased t< 
state the number of detenus and political prisoners who have beei 
released since the 1st April, 1937 — 

(i) conditionally; 

(ii) unconditionally; , • 

(in) with any allowance; and 

(iv) without any allowance? 

(h) Are Government contemplating to release them in the near 
future ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (ii) Orders 
have been issued for the release of 12b detenus on conditions and of 
329 unconditionally. No register of releases of terrorist convicts is 
maintained. 

{in) and (iv) Save in exceptional cases it has not hitherto been the 
practicd to make any allowance to released detenus. Those who have 
completed a course of instruction under the detenu training scheme 
however have been provided with block and working capital which 
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ncludes an element cprresponding to a substantial allowance for their 
naintenance. ' The policy of Government in regard to the grant of 
dlowances to detenus now being released was announced in this House 
>n the 9th August. In order to ascertain the exact number of persons 
o whom allowances have been made, it would be necessary po examine 
he papers relating to all those who have been released. Such an 
examination would involve* an undue expenditure of public funds. 

( b ) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the state- 
nent I made in the Assembly on the 9th August last on this subject. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI 2 With respect to question (<») (/), how 
nanv of these detenus belonged to the Berhampur Detention Camp? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Dacca Municipality. 

95 . Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Govenment 
Department be pleased to state if he has received any memorial from the 
Dacca Rate Payers’ Association bringing to his notice — 

(i) the grievances of the Dacca rate- payers against the Dacca 

Municipality ; 

(ii) various irregularities of the Municipality complained of by 

the auditor who audited the accounts of the Municipality; 
and 

(Hi) a decree passed against the Municipality by the Hon’ble High 
Court P 

'(b) If the reply to the above question is in the affirmative, will the 
lon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what steps, if any, he has taken in the matter; and 
(ii) if he proposes to institute an immediate enquiry into the 
allegations contained in the memorial? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi BYED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) Reports have been called from the District Magistrate of 
lacca, Accountant-General, Bengal, and Chief Engineer, Public Health 
department, on the alleged grievances of the rate-payers and the 
eged irregularities of the municipal authority. 

(H) Does not arise. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMOAR: H^s the fact of Govern- 
ment’s calling for reports been communicated to the memorialists? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI; No, Sir. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the decision be 
communicated to them ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Yes, certainly. 


Allowances to detenus. 

96. Mr. SATYA RRIYA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the period from 1930 to 1937 the number 
and names of persons detained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act and under Bengal Regulation III of 1818, respectively, — » 

(i) who were granted family allowance ; 

(ii) who applied for but were refused family allowance with amount 

prayed for by each of them and the grounds for refusal; 

{Hi) who applied to the Government for the payment of their Life 

Insurance Premiums; 

(iv) whose applications for the payment of premiums have been 

granted ; and 

(v) whose applications have been rejected with grounds for such 

refusal ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information is not 
readily available in the form required by the hon’ble member and that 
owing to the number of detenus and State prisoners it cannot be., col- 
lected without an undue expenditure of time, labour and energy which 
Government regret they cannot undertake. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the 
answer given, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether it is the 
policy of the present Government to avoid answering questions on the 
special plea which they have taken in connection with this question? 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Unreasonable informa- 
tion, when asked for, has got to be withheld. 

Mr. ^ NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does not the 
Hon’ble Minister think that sufficiently handsome salaries are given to 
Ministers and expensive departments are maintained? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I. cannot allow the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
tat questions, whether reasonable or unreasonable, have got to be 
iswered ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The way in which 
»me of these supplementary questions are put shows that there can 
» no other answer than what I have given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
r. When questions have not been disallowed by you, is it for 
e Hon’ble Minister to*avoid answering questions in this fashion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not avoiding answering it. He has 
iswered it in his own way. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble 
mister has practically said that he is unable to answer it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may again tell the House that until the House 
epares a set of rules for the purpose. I have no power to compel a 
mister to answer a question in a particular way. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
inister be prepared to take a little more trouble that is necessary in 
e public interest and supply this information at the earliest possible 
y? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Information about 
dividual detenus I am ready to supply any time when the House 
mts it, but when a general information on the lines in which the 
estion has been put is asked for, I do not think it is necessary to 
llegtr that infoimation which entails an undue expenditure of time, 
lour and energy oil the part of Government. 


Number of detenus and State prisoners. 

97, Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minis ter 
c arge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to lay on the 
' , a statement showing for the period from 1930 to 1937 the number 
a so the names of persons detained under Bengal Criminal Law 
icndment Act and under Bengal Regulation III of 1818, respectively, 
» were before their arrest — 

(i) either lawyers, doctors, engineers, businessmen, professors 
of colleges and teachers of schools; 

(**> who wer e college students; 
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(Hi) wlio were school children before arrest,,; and 

(iv) who were other than those referred to in (i), (ii) and (Hi)? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information is no{ 
readily available in the form required by the hon’ble member and that 
owing to the number of detenus and State prisoners it cannot be col. 
lected without an undue expenditure of time, labour and energy whici 
Government regret they cannot undertake. 

Muslims in the department of Industries. 

98. Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of persons employed in each of the grades in the 

department of Industries on the 81st March, and 80th Jiwie, 
1937, respectively; and 

(ii) how many in each grade were Muslim on those dates respec- 

tively ? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble NawaB Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur) 
Of Dacca: A statement, is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Was there any Muslim candidate foi 
appointment when these posts were filled? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

These appointments were made when the department was in the charge 
of a different Minister. I therefore want notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How many of these appointments ere 
made from amongst the students who passed out of the Berhampore 
Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is it not a fact that all the appointment 5 
have been made from amongst the students who passed out of A* 
Berhampore College only? 

v 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D acC,> 

I%want notice. 
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Publication of sale news in local newspapers* 

99. Babu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
nister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
at is the use of publishing the sale news in local newspapers when 
tier section 168, Bengal Tenancy Act, a registered notice is sent to 
*h of the judgment debtors? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the same district different 
thods are adopted for giving publicity? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stop such unnecessary 
blication and save additional expenses to the decree-holders for 
blication in ^he newspapers whose circulation is very small? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Without such 
publication, bidders will not come in sufficient numbers. Moreover 
holdings are sold free of encumbrances, there are many persons 
ected by such sales, who have no source of knowledge except such 
rertisements. 

(b) Yes. Because it is left to the discretion of the court to decide 
at publicity should be ordered in any particular case. 

(v) This is a matter which is left to the discretion of the courts to 
decided on the merits of each case. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is it not a fact that Govern- 
mt advertisements appear in newspapers which have no bona fide 
■dilation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 

at is correct. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it not a fact that these matters 
? within the discretion of the particular courts concerned? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCH: Is it not in the contemplation 
Government to make a uniform set of rules for 1 lie province as a 
iole without, leaving 1 the matter to the District Judges? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
t le districts a certain number of local newspapers are specifically 
untained for tbe publication of such advertisements? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: May be so, Sir. 
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“Begar” system in Hooghly district. 

100. Mr. SU KUMAR DUTTA; (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(i) that the system of begar is still prevalent in parts of Bengal; 

and 

(ii) that serious allegations of the above nature- were made against 

the zemindar of Hasnan (Hooghly district) ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
any steps to put a stop to such illegal practices? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : (a) (i) Government 
are not aware of the prevalence of begar in any part of Bengal except 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts where the system is in vogue from time 
immemorial but Government haVe issued rules from time to timed to 
mitigate its hardship. 

(ii) No allegations against the zemindar of Hasnan have been 
brought to the notice of Government. 

(b) In view of the answer given above, I do not propose to lake 
any steps; but if complaints are brought before me by responsible 
people, or by the people affected, T shall certainly make enquiries. 


Representation of Provincial Legislature on Local Railway Advisory 

Committees. 

101. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to lay on the table the copy of the letter of the Government 
of India (Hallway Board) regarding the selection of the menifcs to 
the Local Advisory Committee to the different railways from 1 Ike 
members of the Legislature? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Minister in charge favours nomination by 
the Government of this Advisory Committee instead of election by the 
members of the Legislature? 

( c ) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of his favouring the method of 
nomination in preference to the method of election? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) A copy of the,* 
Railway Board’s letter No. 446-T/II/A, dated the 23rd September, 
1936, is laid on the Library table. 
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(c) Election system 0 in this province would not ensure the election 
such a representative on a Railway Local Advisory Committee as 
actually conversant with the affairs of that particular railway and 
e needs of the travelling public on that railway. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
Large of Communications and Works Depajtment be pleased to state 
bether it is within his Department to nominate Members of the Local 
ailway Advisory Committees? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: Is it relevant on the 
^rt of a member to put a supplementary question to another Minister 
ho is not concgmed with the main question? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether this appointment is a 
a tier which concerns the Minister for Communications. I do not 
ix)w whether it can arise but this is a matter which I have referred 
law officers. I have not got their opinion yet. I am afraid I shall 
ive to allow this question, but I do not know whether the Hon’ble 
'mister for Communications would be prepared to answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I draw your attention and 
le attention of the Hon’ble Minister for Labour to Rule 24 where it 
stated that a question may be asked for the purpose of obtaining 
formation on a matter of public concern within the special cognisance 
the member to whom it is addressed? I submit the matter of 
jpointment to the Railway Advisory Committee is and should be with- 
the special cognisance of the Minister for Communications and 
r orks and not of the Minister for Labour. 


Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That Rule does not say 
on the hon’ble members themselves to decide that ques- 
m. But it says that it should be addressed to the Minister in whose 
•ecial cognisance it rests. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. .Sanyal, if your interpretation is correct, you 
11 put that question to Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Mukerji who has 
^en notice of the main question, but I doubt whether you can put the 
lestion to another Minister. As I have already said this point is still 
)en an ^ you can ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is in his Qpgnis- 


Tha Hon’ble 

at it depends 


^ r * NALINAKSHA 8ANYJVL; Will the Hon’ble Mini^tefc in 
|aige whoever he may be, be pleased to state whether there is any 
lnu P e 011 which** these nominations have been made? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think, Sir, the rep 
Is given in answer to question (c). 

* 

Dr. NALJNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the statement lying on i 
Library table shows the number of members of different categories w] 
will be on the Advisory Committee. It does not, I submit, show t] 
principle on which they are to be nominated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answer has been that the principle is contai 
ed in answer ( c ). 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
* charge, whoever he may be, know that in the case of all other Gover 
ments, except the Government of Bengal, the selection is made by tl 
election of members by the Legislatures? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is it permissible 
address a question to a Minister, whoever he might be? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think not. It should be put to the Miuistf 
concerned. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is it not a fact that in all othe 
Provinces selection of a Member of an Advisory Committee is mode b 
election by the Legislature and not by nomination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; I have no knowledge 
Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI : Is it not a fact tk 
recently the Bihar Government selected their nominee by means of ai 
election by members of their Legislative Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have no kno^e^e 
Sir. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is* it not a fact that except the 
Government of Bengal and another Government Members Wf the Bail- 
wav Advisory Committees are selected by other provinces by means oi 
election in the local legislatures? Is it not clearly stated f<3 that effect 
in the letter of the Railway Board? 

' The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If it is there, it is there. 
Wjjl the hon’ble member please look at the statement laid fin the Library 

table? V 1 L" 

4 * s 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: When will the term of the present Advisor} 
Committee of the Eastern Bengal Railway expire ?*, 
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The Hon*We Mr. q. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I believe appointments 
ue made for two years at a time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is tbe Hon’ble Minister aware 
: hat in the case of the Eastern Bengal Railway, the appointment is 
nade for one year only and not f oi* two years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I think the hon’ble 
nember is misinformed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it not a fact that different 
periods are provided from Members of the Indian National Chamber 
_-)f Commerce, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and from 
'he Legislature^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I ask for notice. 


Hunger-strike by the Andamans Prisoners. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I have your permission to ask 
or information on a matter which is agitating the public? I desire to 
isk for information, either from the Chief Minister or from the Home 
jfinister, as to whether he has any information that the persons who 
vere on hunger-strike, about seven in number, are still on hunger- 
trike in the Andamans? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, 
hey are still on hunger-strike and we have received no information 
hat these peoples have given it up. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: May I have your leave to 
i°ve a mat, ion for an adjournment of the business of the House to 
Hiicli you, have given your consent to discuss the question of closing 
0VN 11 Rajshahi College and the consequent discharge of some 
Professors and other staff? 

The Hon’ble Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no objection; 
it iei I would welcome the discussion. . 

Mr. SPEAKER; As Government have no objection I take^it that 
* a ' e as been granted to the motion and I fix half past five as tlie 
me * or its discussion. • * 
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Resolution for the Constitution of a Committee of Privilege. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With your leave, Sir, and 
the leave of the House, I beg to move that a Committee of Privilege he 
immediately constituted with Deputy Speaker as its Chairman consist- 
ing of 11 members elected by single transferable vote and thereafter, 
unless otherwise decided under Rules and Standing Orders, such a 
committee be similarly constituted as a sessional committee as the first 
item at the beginning of each session. 

Sir, I need hardly make any speech in support of this motion. In 
giving your opinion regarding the publication in a newspaper the 
other day you made abundantly clear that with a view to preserving 
the privilege of this House, a Committee like this is essentially neces. 
sary. Sir, I hope this motion will be accepted by. the House without 
dissent and in that view of the matter, I move formally without any 
further speech. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I do not desire to take up the 
time of the House because I expressed my views very definitely on the 
last occasion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Position regarding the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up the next business of the House, 
I would request the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister and also the Chief 
Minister to let me know either this day sometime towards the close nf 
the debate or to-morrow about the position of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill. The House will learn that there are 1,750 amend- 
ments to the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. It is not humanly 
possible to deal with them in this office and within the four da^tr -allot- 
ted for it, it may not be possible to pilot the Bill through, especially ! 
as leaving aside the question-time, we will have only two hours a day 
for it which comes to eight hours in all. So far as this Department is 
concerned it is not possible to go through the different items, neither 
will it he possible to arrange and print it off in the course of the next 
two days. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as the 

Revenue Department is concerned we have not yet received copies of 
amendments. We have only come to learn from the Assembly Depart* 
ment that their number is 1,750. It is difficult for me to be ready 
with replies until I receive a printed copy of the List of Amendments 
I propose to inform you of my views after consultation with my Hon ble 
Colleagues. 
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Resolutions on matters of general public interest. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first resolution refers to process-servers. I 
find that 28 resolutions have been given notice of on the same matter. 
They are 1, 5, 10, 13, 18, 23, 27, 28, 40, 45, 47, 49, 62, 64, 65, 70, 
75 and 81, — if this does not exhaust their entire grievances it only 
refers tol their pay. I should like to know from the Chief Minister 
and also from the Leader of the Opposition as to whether there should 
be a time-limit. My personal view is that there should he a definite 
time-limit. 

The Hon’ble Nawafr MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not believe it will be possible for us to check so many people who 
are anxious to speak. It appears that a lot of members are interested 
ifi uplifting the condition of these men. So far as I am concerned, 
however, 1 can say that 1 shall not take more than ten minutes 

Th© Hon ’hie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So many persons seem 
primarily to be as vitally interested in this question that it will be 
difficult to deal with the question of time-limit unless we know whether 
this resolution deals with a real vital grievance, or it has been merely 
engineered by interested persons. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: This Assembly is of opinion that immediate 
steps be taken to increase the pay of the process-servers according to 
the recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of* opinion 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, Mr. Banerjee is moving the resolution 
relating to the grant to the Tuberculosis Hospital at Jadabpur. Sir, 
"hat about the resolutions relating to process-servers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Karim, theunover of the priority resolu- 
tion, did not move it. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: There are other resolutions standing in the 
name of other members on the same subject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may be so, but I cannot give priority tS anyone 
If h ^ )ecau8e ^ i® the first member who is entitled to priority. 
e had moved the resolution, then the other members would hkve 
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been entitled to take part in discussion. I do not think that the 
mere fact that Mr. Abdul Karim had the right of moving the priority 
resolution gives priority to the others with same resolutions later in 
the list. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that a sum of Rs. 4,50,000 be provided for in its revised 
budget for the current year to be granted for the Tuberculosis Hospital 
at Jadavpur to be spent on acquisition of land, construction of build* 
ings and purchase of implements and accessories for the purpose of 
providing for further accommodation in the said Hospital and that the 
said amount, when available, should be handed over to the Calcutta 
Medical Aid and Research Society of Calcutta which is governing the 
said Hospital. 

Sir, I think this resolution will be absolutely a non-controversial 
one and all sections of the House will whole heartedly support it. No 
big speech is necessary, because in a previous debate a few days ago ns 
many as seven speakers in this House including the Hon’ble Mr. Syed 
Nausher Ali referred to this disease — tuberculosis — and fhe Hon’ hie 
Minister was good enough to refer to this hospital itself and in a way 
assured that something would be done for this institution. He was also 
good enough to admit the splendid work that is being done. T may 
refer to another Minister who has to find this money. He has also 
been connected with ibis institution for a long time and knows the 
working of it, both inside and out. I may also refer to the Chief 
Minister who is also aware of the good work that this institution is 
doing, because I am informed that a large number of recommendations 
from the Chief Minister have been received by the authorities of the 
Jadabpur Institution for admission of patients. 

Sir, all that has been asked for is only Rs. 4,50,000. This amount, 
considering the necessity for the relief of patients, is absolutely small. 
About ten lakhs of people are infected with this fell disease and Every- 
body knows that, besides the ten lakhs of people who are known to be 
suffering from this disease, there must be ten times that number of 
patients who are not yet detected. 

Mr. Speaker, I appeal to all sections of the House, without making 
any long- speech, to support the resolution I am moving. I 
appeal with the strongest of motives, i.e., the instinct of self-preserva- 
tion to support this motion, because it is known to everybody that for 
each T.B. patient who is roaming at large, everybody is in danger 
as he might infect any number of persons, even innocent children, 
unless such patients are kept in hospitals and given proper treatment. 

Sir, sapart, from humanitarian considerations, I think everybody 
would agree that the amount which is being asked for is a very small 
one. I do not want to go far to Italy or Russia or England or any 
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other place to show how much money is being spent, but I would only 
go to th'e United Provinces or other neighbouring provinces and these 
provinces have got their own sanatoriums. In Bengal we have prac- 
tically got nothing. In the Jadavpur Hospital and in the different 
Medical College Hospitals there is provision for barely 300 patients, 
rn the Jadavpur Hospital, as everybody knows, there is‘ always a wait- 
ing list of more than 300; and the amount that has been asked for the 
acquisition of land amounts to Rs. 1,36,000 and buildings for the 
accommodation of 100 beds, Rs. 1,40,000 and miscellaneous items 
Rs. 4,47,000. 

Sir, one word more and I shall finish, and that is that this amount is 
to Ik- handed over to the Calcutta Medical Research Society and that 
Society has got amongst its directors such eminent doctors and eminent 
persons as Sir Nilratan Sircar, I>r. B. C. Roy, Sir P. C. Roy, Sir 
Hariaankar Paul and others. 

With these observations, I commend this resolution to the accept- 
Ace of the House and I hope it will be supported by all sections of 
the House. 


Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion which has been placed before the House by 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. My task is easy. I think it is not necessary 
or me to make out a new case to convince the House of the urgency 
and utility of the demand. There is hardly any family in Bengal which 
lias not paid its toll to this fell disease. • 


Witlnn the last ten years there has been a phenomenal growth of 
his disease in this province. Statistics show that in the year 1926 as 
many as 9,670 people succummed to this disease _ in this province. 

1 a gradual and steady increase the total number went up to 19,380 
n e year 1935. Thus we see that within a period of ten years the 
a a number of deaths has doubled. Besides these, as my learned 
• , as Jhst observed, the number of infected cases would be near 


,J::; , to C0 P® with this disease, we have at present in Bengal twc 
,! , institutions. One institution is at Jadabpur, to which reference 

ieds • * 6 ^ earne( i friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, with 120 

14 beds n 6 . ,° , r institution , which is at Kurseong, contains only 
■eneral \ ^ , theSe ’ tllere are about 140 beds spread over the other 

prOT "“' s ° a ” ,o “ i »»“ i " «* 


84 beds^ 0 t ?, .*^ e nee<4s of over ten lakhs of people we have only 

this, Sir, is really a disgrace. . - * 

ndiaTre^li! 8 ! 6e Wtat C0Untries abroad and the other provinces in . 
are doing to cope with. this problem. 
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Now, Sir, the European countries provide one bed for each death, 
America two beds for each death and there are 95,000 beds in America 
to-day Italy provides 40,000 beds for a population of 40 millions. 
So it is evident that while countries abroad are marching forward in 
their conquest of this demon, we in Bengal are merely crawling along. 
This is simply ridiculous. 

Coming nearer home, Sir, we find that Bombay provides six special 
institutions for the treatment of this disease. The United Provinces 
and Madras maintain three institutions each. Behar maintains one 
special institution for which Government spent Rs. 6 lakhs and the 
entire maintenance cost is borne from the Provincial Exchequer. So 
we find that even when other provinces in India are moving fast in this 
matter, our province, Bengal, is lagging behind. c 

Now the question is how best to solve the problem in our own 
province — to establish new institutions or to subsidise the institutions 
that are already in existence. To my mind, Sir, the first project is nol 
practicable. Recent experience of Government in this respect also 
confirms my view. Government selected a site at Kalimpong, but 
eventually had to give it up owing to persistent opposition from the 
local people. So the best course in the circumstances is to subsidise 
institutions that are already in existence; that is to say, the tuber- 
culosis institution at Jadavpur and the sanatorium at Kurseong. 

Now the hospital at Jadavpur, being within easy reach of Calcutta, 
has the special advantage of getting daily skilled service from eminent 
physicians; and I am told, Sir, that the Medical Superintendent of this 
Hospital, who is a physician of great repute, attends daily and lends 
his service free. This advantage should not be lost sight of. 

Sir, this institution is also preferable from the point of view of the 
patients as well as their relatives. Exodus to the hills may be covet- 
able, but is certainly beyond the reach of many in a poverty-stricken 
country like ours. Then again, Sir, the theory of treatment in the 
hills has also been exploded by eminent physicians like Sir Robert 
Philip. Recent tendency, supported by experts, is to get the patient 
treated in a place the climatic conditions of which are such as he is 
expected to experience in subsequent life. 

In this view of the matter, Sir, I would like to draw the pointed 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge that he would be pleased to 
release the amount, lying with Government, to this institution, which 
has been doing splendid work for the treatment of tubercular patients 
in this province irrespective of caste, creed or colour. Its manage- , 
ment and superintendence, so far as I know, are excellent and one 
canncrt but be impressed with the high order of treatment in modern 
methods and the care and anxiety that are bestowed to each individual 
patient. 
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Sir, this institution has issued an appeal over the signature of, as my 
learned friend has just observed, Sir Nilratan Sircar and others, who 
constitute the Governing Body of this institution. They have appealed 
for funds to the extent of Rs. 4,46,000. Of this amount the item on 
land is the most important, involving an expenditure of Rs. 1,36,000. 
This is the pressing need of the hour of this institution, and I most 
respectfully submit to the Hon’ble Minister in charge that if it be 
not possibft for him to meet the entire demand of Rs. 4 lakhs and 46 
thousand just now, no time should be lost to release the trust money 
that is lying with Government, viz., Rs. 3 lakhs, to this institution, 
as the money will lapse after a year if not properly utilised within the 
time. Sir, it should be # borne in mind in this connection that hospital 
treatment means, besides expectation of cure, segregation from the 
family and also # from the neighbourhood, which are thus made safe from 
the spread of the contagion. 

To conclusion, Sir, I should like to remind this House of the well- 
kjiowii saying that “A stitch in time saves nine.” In a similar way I 
might say that a grant in time may save not nine but many thousand 
times of nine. With these observations I hope that a resolution of 
this nature will meet with support from every section of the House. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH! Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like to say 
a few words in appreciation of the good work that is being done by this 
tuberculosis hospital in Jadavpur. I have been a frequent visitor to 
this institution — sometimes by invitation and sometimes without 
invitation, sometimes expected and sometimes unexpected. But T have 
always found there zeal and enthusiasm in the service of the patients. 
1 his hospital represents almost the only definite piece of organization 
against a disease that is scourging Bengal. I am aware that a recent 
private inquiry into the small wing for Anglo-Indians has revealed that 
all is not well with the arrangements for their food and comfort. The 
criticism was mainly about food — always a difficulty when there are a 
lew. patients of European habits in a large Indian establishment. But 
that difficulty, I imagine, is mainly a difficulty of money, and will 
SOOT1 be got rid of now that it has been brought to the attention of 
the authorities. The hospital is struggling bravely to do a work of 
?Teat dimensions with very small resources, and I am sure that any 
money that Government can give it will be wisely spent in the service 

the public. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in seconding 
1 * ls ^solution we are doing something which legitimately belongs to 
t e Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health and Sanitation, ’viz., 
Hon'ble Mr. Nausher Ali. As an ex-Chairman of the • District 
1 0au J^sore he knows very well the rapid strides which this fell 
lSease tuberculosis is making. From the report published by *the 
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Jadavpur Institution, it appears, as has been pointed out by my frienc 
Mr. Mullick, that during the ten years, 1926 to 1935, there .has beet 
n cent, per cent, increase in the number of deaths from this disease 
so it can be well taken that the number of attacks has been more that 
that — that the ratio of attack has been more than that. Mr. Mullick 
has told this House by reference to facts and figures what other pro- 
vinces have done, what other countries in India have done; but, apart 
from any such question, when the good work that has befii done by 
the Jadavpur Sanatorium is known to all and sundry, it requires but 
^ry little imagination to pass this resolution. Legitimately, it is 
the duty of the Government to provide an institution of this nature. 
Government have no separate institutions for, this purpose and they 
have only been pleased to allot small funds from time to time to this 
institution at Jadavpur. In this connexion, Sir, I would also request 
the Hon’ble Minister to bring pressure to bear upon the various district 
boards in Bengal, who send patients to the Jadavpur Hospital, to 
see their wav to liberally help this institution with sufficient funds, 
The rich people of Bengal, if they can afford to do so, also can mate 
liberal gifts to this hospital. A sum of Rs. 4,50,000 is absolutely a 
small and insignificant amount, with which to build a large sanatorium 
sufficient to cope with this fell disease which we want to conquer. It 
is high time that a climatic sanatorium should be built elsewhere, 
but so long as that is not done and in order to give facilities to people 
with moderate means, something must be done with this end in view 
near the capital of the province, and Jadavpur is a place which is the 
desideratum. Therefore, I would submit that this resolution should 
be accepted by every shade of opinion in this House. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give 
iny support to the resolution which has been moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. I have had the honour to visit this 
institution, and I was greatly struck by the splendid arrangements that 
have been made in this institution for the treatment of tubercular 
patients. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Khaitan, I shall have to adjourn 
the House for prayer. We will hear you again after adjournment. 

The House now stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After adjournment . 

Mr. 'DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Sir, before the adjournment 1 
was submitting to this House about the splendid services, that the 
Jadavpur Institution is rendering for the cure of that fell disease* 
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uberculosis. It is well known that it is more the poorer sections of 
he people who are liable to attacks from tuberculosis, and it is they 
dio need greater attention from Government than the richer people, 
t is not possible for the poorer sections of the people to go to distant 
anatoria situated in other provinces, and the only institution to which 
hey can go to for their treatment is the Jadavpur Institution. So, it 
; absolutely necessary that this institution should be greatly enlarged 
nd in view of the treatment — the good treatment — that the authorities 
here are already affording, they should have the means to improve the 
ervice that they are rendering to the patients at the present moment, 
t is certainly eminently the duty of the State to help an institution of 
his character. In this .connexion, Sir, I would like to say that much 
ett.er and more work can be done through private organizations than 
hrough institutions established by and maintained by the State itself. 
In account of redtapeism and on account of other methods that are 
nvolved in State establishments and State-managed institutions, those 
[istitutions become very costly. It is, therefore, necessary that when 
well-equipped institution of this character is being run at Jadavpuiv 
he State should be still further prepared to render help to an institu- 
ion like this. In saying so, I do not mean to say that a climatie 
anatorium is not needed. That is also needed in a pre-eminent degree, 
nd I have no doubt that the attention of the Hon’ble Minister will be- 
rawn to the necessity for a climatic sanatorium also, but there is not 
he slightest doubt that an institution of this character in a suburb of 
Calcutta should be helped by the State. In passing, I might also 
mention the 40 beds that are maintained by the Jaminibhusan Astanga 
fyurveda Hospital at Patti pukur in Dum Hum, where tubercular 
►atients are treated according to the ayurvedic system of medicine, 
i'here is no doubt that the attention of the Hon’ble Minister will also 
£ drawn to the matter of helping an institution of this kind. 

Mp. M. A. H. ISPHANI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole-heartedly 
uppprt the resolution before the House, and I feel confident that no 
n ember of this House will raise a voice in opposition to it. The 
adavpur Sanatorium has been rendering yeoman service to the 
fflicted patients of Calcutta and Bengal, and I have every confidence 
hat if encouraged and permitted to expand, it will carry on its good 
fork. Although a Government institution may be run as efficiently 
R P^ote institution, I feel that the cost incurred in the running 
f such an institution will be much heavier. Besides, up-to-date 
le ical opinion holds that it makes no difference as to whether the 
situated in the plains or in a high and dry climate. As 
mafer of fact the opinion is that it is much better that patients be 
ea m an atmosphere and climatic condition that they are* accus- 
to. Sir,. I support the resolution and I hope that Government 
ave no objection in making this grant. • 
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Maifivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not many words are necessary ti 
give support to a resolution like this. Not only the people of Benga 
but I think that even the Government of Bengal owe a deep debt o 
.gratitude to the authorities of the Jadavpur Hospital for the good wor] 
that they have been doing. Had not the Jadavpur Hospital been ii 
■existence I think it would have been the duty of the Government o: 
Bengal itself to tackle a serious problem like that of tuberculosis. S< 
far as we can see for reasons which it is not necessary to dilate upoi 
here the Government of Bengal have not been able to do practically 
anything in the matter of fighting this fell disease. Therefore whei 
it is seen that by private enterprise such a fine institution has growi 
up it is only the primary duty of the Government to help that institu- 
tion in every way possible. I also think that Bengalis in need of t 
climatic sanitarium. So far that is concerned, most probably some hil 
station will be selected for the establishment of such a sanitarium 
That being so, the need of another sanitarium in the plains must bt 
•appreciated by one and all, because if the other sanitarium is establish,^ 
in some hill station that will not be easily available for the pool 
patients of Bengal. Poor patients will naturally like to go to a place 
which is more easily accessible and where living is less expensho, 
That being so I think it is very necessary that the Jadavpur Hospital 
should be helped by the Government. 

I think, Sir, that the money that has been demanded by the mover 
of the resolution is not a very large amount and I think the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will be able to find out this money in the revised 
budget as proposed in the resolution. It may be necessary that lie 
will have probably to encroach upon his large expected surplus, but 
I think he should not hesitate to draw upon the surplus for a purpose 
like this. 

I only want to add one thing more. Probably the honourable 
members of this House are aware that it is extremely difficult fur 
Bengali patients to have admission in other sanitariums in other parts 
of India. Many members probably have experience of the difficultly 
that patients from Bengal have to undergo in getting admission in 
those sanitariums. 

With these words I whole-heartedly support the motion. 


Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: I rise to support this motion and I 
hope it commends itself to every section of the House. I have been 
connected with the Jadavpur Hospital for the last eight years, and 1 
am also a member of the committee attached to the Indian Bed ^ r0>s 
Society in connection with tuberculosis. I visit the place and I k n0 ^ 
the noble work that is being done there. There is a wing which 13 
called Anglo-Indian in which there are eight beds for males and two 
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?ds for females. It ig supported by churches and charitable bodies, 
id it is n miftnomer to call it an Anglo-Indian wing because as a 
after of fact it admits every Christian without any distinction of 
ice whatsoever and it really ought to be called a Christian ward. I 
n interested in that ward and I have been interested in it for the 
st eight years and I have done mv bit. It is important to notice 
at there is not a single free bed. As a matter of fact domiciled 
uropeans and Anglo-Indians have not got a single free bed in the 
hole of Bengal. That is a matter which should be brought to the 
dice of the authorities who are in charge of such institutions, because 
such institutions we cannot make any difference between man and 
an; everybody is equal and the disease attacks everybody without 
ly distinction qf race, creed or colour. I have great pleasure in sup- 
u’ting the motion and T think other groups will also support it. 

• Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I rise to lend my whole- 
nrted support to my friend’s resolution. Whatever had to be said 
s already been said and I would appeal to the authorities of this 
stitulion to see that the fee charged to the patients may be of a 
'ser amount. 1 understand that they cannot decrease the fee unless 
oy get sufficient help from Government. I am told that they are 
nsidering the question of decreasing the cost there. Bengal is very 
or and it is the primary duty of the Government to see that the poor 
ople are lodged and treated free of cost. With these words I sup- 
ri this resolution. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Noi very long ago we heard very much 
out a successful budget, but the glory of it lies ahead of us. When 
1 have a success like that the best thing to do is to celebrate it and 
ere is no better way of celebrating it than by providing for those 
,s fortunate than ourselves. Years ago I came in contact with a 
ctor from the Argentine who was partly subsidised by his Govern - 
mt in tour China, Japan and India to ascertain the methods adopted 
r segregation of lepers and the treatment of leprosy. I had 
my talks with him and he told me “I find that your methods are 
mh the same as ours so far as leprosy is concerned, but the greatest 
ll mge that you have got in Bengal is tuberculosis. It seems to me 
xe rv sad thing that when with proper treatment vou cannot only 
1 0 01 arrest the disease and prolong the lives you have not 

jquate accommodation and equipment to treat them with.” # I 
mve there have been cases where people could not get admission 
08 Pfr a ls in spite of the medical opinion that they ooufd with 
per treatment have lived for many years without suffering and 
t e knowledge that they would soon expire. Now the questibn 
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comes to this : how can we provide for better, nutrition, better sani. 
tation and how can we remove such foul air to- deal with this matter 
of tuberculosis? I trust that the Hon’ble the. Chief Minister, whom 
I see coming’ in and who is noted for his generous heart in all things, 
will exercise his influence on the Finance Minister and without hesitu- 
tion see that this amount is given for this very noble, honourable and 
humanitarian institution. 

Miaulvi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER AJLI : I made my attitude 
towards this institution fairly clear during the budget Rebate. I think 
1 am not called upon to take much time of this House on this occasion. 
This is for relieving the suffering of humanity and consequently it gets 
support from all quarters of this House: that is only what it should 
be, and I am very glad to see that this House has fully realised {jie 
importance of an institution of this kind. I should just like to say a 
a few words with regard to the present policy of Government relating 
to tuberculosis. I think, Sir, a committee was appointed some time 
ago whereon eminent medical men like Sir Nilratan Sarkar and 
J>r. K. S. Boy and others were sitting. They submitted a report and 
according to that report it was decided that the money that was avail; 
able from the provincial revenues could be best utilised by assisting 
private organisations and not by starting institutions to be maintainedj 
by Government. In consonance wilh the recommendation of that com-! 
mittee Government decided to make a grant of Es. 10,000 annually, j 
mainly for propaganda work, to the Tuberculosis Association of Bengalj 

Now, that is the policy that has hitherto been followed and atj 
present we are considering various proposals among which is the pro- 
posal for increasing the grant to the Tuberculosis Association to 20 
thousand rupees. There is also a proposal under the consideration of 
Government for a survey of tuberculosis throughout the whole of 
Bengal. According to expert advice this is absolutely necessary before 
any effective step can be taken to combat the menace of tuberculosis- 
Now, Sir, that is the policy that has hitherto been followed and that is 
what has been done up to now and I am having discussions both with 
my experts and with outsiders about the policy that may he followed 
with regard to the tuberculosis problem of Bengal. 

Coming to the resolution itself, Sir, it says that Es. 4,50,000 should 
be provided in the revised budget of the current year for this Jadavpu 1 
Hospital. Sir, the budget for the current year has already been passes 
(A voice: But supplementary demands are coming.) I am J u9 
coming to that. I should like, before I make my submission ^ 
regard to it, to speak of the assistance that Government have renders 
to* this institution from time to time. Sir, it cannot be denied tnu 
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lie authorities of the Jadavpur Sanatorium have done pioneer work in 
liis respect and they deserve the gratitude, as my honourable friend 
[r. Tamizuddin Khan'has observed, not only of this House, not only 
f any particular section of the community, but of the country as a 
■hole. It is a noble example of private enterprise for oombating the 
isease that has been set by the authorities of the institution which I 
ope will be imitated by others. It deserves encouragement, support 
ml sympathy from everybody, as I stated on the other occasion, from 
overnment, from the local bodies and from the generous public. So 
,r as Government are concerned, they have given practical proof of 
leir appreciation of the work done by this institution by making 
rants oil two occasions, >C f oourse, within their limited resources wliat- 
.er they could afford to do. The authorities applied in 1926-27 for a 
rant of Rs. 4 lakhs non-recurring and Rs. 50 thousand recurring 
Inch they subsequently modified in a revised application for a recur- 
ug grant of Rs. 1,35,259 and the Government made a grant of Rs. 1 
kh on that occasion. Now, that was in the year 1926-27 and there 
as no application for any grant up till the year 1930-31. In 1931-32 
>ere was again an application for Rs. 4,60,000 and I understand that 
i account of financial stringency nothing could be done. Now in 
M4-35 they submitted an application for Rs. 80,000 and they revised 
and m that revised application they reduced it to Rs. 30,000, and a 
mi ot Rs. 12,500 was sanctioned on this occasion. In the year 1935-36 

’ mad6; in the year 1936 - 37 ^Plication was made 

' Rs. 45,000; in the year 1937-38, namely, the present year, an 
'plication was made for Rs. 4,50,000 which was subsequently reduced 

a r7 r nnn ed o aPPliCati0n *° Rs ' 1 ’ 36 ’ 000 or in tbe alternative to 
'• '»GUUU. Sir, this application is now pending with the Government 

assured you on the last occasion and I do assure the House on 
is occasion also that the application will receive the most sympathetic 
'/deration from the Government. The question of the provision 
i L ' 18 un3er consideration of Government. The next year’s 
W /! . 80011 be framed it is generally done in September— so I 
^ 6 i. assurance tbat 80 f ar as this amount is concerned I will 
my best consideration and T hope I will have the Government on 

I 07nnn W \w e ‘ , A V0ICE: M ®>' we know the amount please?) 

/ ’ ’ “ the . minimum that the authorities have demanded. 

"i for t'ha j 16 18 °f ber demand.) As regards the applica- 

der considers f 6-1 d T a f d ’ a11 tbat 1 041,1 now is that this is also 
e same but 111 "8M to that I regret I cannot hold out 

t of assurance as I can with regard to' the Rs. 67 thousand. 

■*»«' Hay I hop, that th, Ho.'M. 
STive his wholehearted support to that? 

• 

8YE ° MAU8HER ALI : I have already made 
q ite clear with regard to this institution. That the 
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institution is doing very useful Ttfork there can be no doubt about 
In this connection I may tell the House that the proposal for 1 
establishment of a climatic sanatorium is also tinder consideration a 
the decision has got to be reached very soon because the offer of t 
donation for the purpose will not remain open long. Therefore we ha 
got to consider that aspect of the question also. I think we should t 
our best so that we can keep that amount to be utilised for the bene 
of Bengal. 

In reply to my hon’ble friend Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick I in 
just say that that amount has not been offered unconditionally; the 
are conditions attached to it and we are not quite free to utilise th 
amount for this institution or for that. That is the difficulty and ^ 
are trying our Ibest to see that that amount does not pass out of t] 
hands of Government and may be utilised by Government. Thereto 
when I say that Government will give their best consideration for tl 
provision of this Rs. 67,000 we have got also to consider the other aspe 
because if we accept that offer, which I hope the House will not thj^ 
that we can afford to lose, it will mean a serious commitment for 
very big amount on the part of Government. The amount of tl 
donation will not be sufficient even for buildings; it may not even h 
sufficient for the purpose of the land that may Ibe necessary for th 
establishment of the sanatorium. Therefore if we accept that amoun 
it will mean a heavy commitment on the part of Government. So a 
this stage I submit to you, Sir, that it will not be possible for Govern 
ment to make any other promise or to hold out any other assurance, 
but I can give this much of assurance that I am in full sympathy with 
this institution and it is only a question of finance and nothing else, 
We have to consider the conflicting claims of the different medical 
institutions within our limited resources. 

If I am permitted, Sir, I may just strike a personal note. I thini 
very few hon’ble members in this House know more than I do — even 
though there may be doctors — what this tuberculosis means. I .-'myself 
was suspected of suffering from tuberculosis and spent full three years 
in different parts of India on account of that and I had been myself in 
sanatoria and I know what it means. Therefore you can take it that 
I am in full sympathy with this institution. (A voice: What about 
the proposal of the grant of Rs. lakhs spread over several years.) f 
have already given my assurance; it is only a question of adjustment 
of funds and nothing else. If funds be available it will be utilised 
to the fullest extent for the benefit of this institution. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : May I ask the Hon’ble MiuisteJ 
if the 'application does not say that the authorities want Rs. 4,50,00j 
to add 200 more beds and, if it is not a fact that they cannot add 
more beds unless they get this amount from Government. ! 
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I Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : May I just remind the 
[Ion ’hie Minister that this amount is required for land acquisition for 
;be extension of the sanatorium and if Rs. 1,36,000 be not allowed this 
rear probably land acquisition proceedings cannot be undertaken at 
ill. Will Government be pleased to take- this aspect of the question 
Jso into consideration? 


The Ijon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALIs The application is. 
ot before me, but I take it that when the authorities made this 
pplication they were fully cognisant of the fact that they would be in 
position to utilise this Rs. 67,000. Sir, it was their application and* 
e have not modified it> It is they who applied and consequently we 
ave taken the jninimum they asked for. (A voice : Let us hear the* 
[on’ble Finance Minister.) But before he speaks, Sir, I will request 
le bon ble mover to withdraw this resolution on the assurance that I 
ave given. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, so far as this 
Lstitution is concerned, from my own experience, I can say that it is. 
1 excellent institution deserving of help not only from Government 
one but from the public also. The authorities of the institution first 
jiproached us to grant them Rs. 67,000 for land acquisition. We have- 
iven due consideration to that proposal and we are practically provid- 
g for that money in the next year’s budget. Then another applica- 
im cam€ ^at Rs. 67,000 would not do but Rs. 1,36,000 would be 
pessary for land acquisition. That question has not been properly 
:ami ned by us yet and regarding the other amount Government are 
m possession of full facts by which this entire scheme will be 
lanced and what amount of money will be absolutely necessary. If 
scheme like that is put forward by the authorities of the Jadavpur 
inatorium and if we can provide, if the money is available, we will 

i ui^ly give our foremost consideration to the scheme of that 
stifution. 

Regarding the money that was offered to Government for building 
1 0 a Tuberculosis Sanatorium, that is also under the examination 
my nend the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Goveriftnent and if 
i™ 111 c ecide and the donor also accepts that it is not necessary 
hi’ u • se P ara ^ e sanatorium and that the purpose can be served 
is If lng i ° r ^ ny otlier non-Government institution, then certainly 
d if^^a 80 ava *kble ^ or Purpose of such institution, 

en thp *1 • vernment decide on. having their own institution, even 
^deration 118 °* * ns ^ u ^ on Government help will receive due 

iw his a ®f uraace > Sir, I think the honourable mover will with- 
financial^ 0 ^ 10n ecause provide money in the budget according 
canon some preliminary enquiries have to be made ahd 
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•certain rules and procedure liave to be complied, with and such a gra 
at this stage cannot be included in the supplementary budget. A 
I would request the honourable mover not to press this to a eliviek 
We shall do our best to help this institution according to our resourci 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, do you wish to withdraw \ 
resolution ? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I wish to make a short stat 
ment. I find that this resolution has been supported by all sectioi 
of the House. Although I do not wish to press it to a division, but j 
all sections are willing to support it, I do qot see why Gtovernme] 
should not accept it 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry but this is not withdrawal, 
thought that you wanted to withdraw it by making a short statemen 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I do not press it. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAURA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg t 
move that the business of the Assembly be adjourned to discuss 
•definite matter of urgent public importance of recent occurrence 
namely, the situation created by the closing down of the Rajshah 
College under the orders of Government and the consequent discharge 
•of a lecturer and notices issued upon others and the loss of percental 
to students. 

Sir, I do not propose to deliver a very fighting or a long speech. 
Just now, at the very outset, I want to give a little history of the 
establishment of the hostels. Some years back, I think it was 'in the 
early twentieth century, the Raja of Dighapatia founded a hostel for 
the students of the Raj shah i College. At that time the roll number 
of the Rajshahi College was not very high. Now, after that, the 
Maharani of Putia gave another hostel to the Rajshahi College in vietf 
of the fact that the College was becoming more and more popular; but 
for some reason or other the hostel founded by the Raja of Dighapatia 
was made over to the Collegiate School and the hostel founded by the 
Maharani of Putia was used for other purposes. Then, the question 
of housing the college students in a hostel came to the forefront and d 
was during the glorious days of that immortal educationist whose name 
is one # to conjure up, the late Rai Bahadur Kumudini Kanta Banerjee 
who conceived the great idea of accommodating as many students as 
possible in a hostel and he submitted a scheme, as a result of whicl 
Obvernjnent established five hostels for Hindus and one hostel f (,r 
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uhammadans. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must make my position absolutely 
ear here that I never thought in my life and I do not even care to 
L iak in terms of community. Therefore, I will not raise any com- 
uMfcl question in this matter; in giving a history I will just explain 
e position. It is well known, howevermuch we on this side of the 
ouse dislike communal questions and this prejudice of Hindus and 
uhammadans as to their mixing together, dining and living together, 
e are vet a long way off to have that consummation, that is mixing 
id boarding together of the Hindus and Muhammadans in a hostel, 
ough there was a proposal some time ago that this system of segrega- 
m should be done away with and the boarders should have the right 
electing to live wherever they liked. It was not, however, accepted. 
r this system of founding hostels for Hindus and Muhammadans 
parately is not the creation of anybody, but it is the creation of the 
overnment themselves. It was they who created it, who had sown 
e seed of dissension at the outset, which now, it appears, has assumed 
very gloomy aspect. Now, in each of the hostels there is accom- 
odation for fifty boys and it will appear from the history of the 
jllege that the number of Moslem students in the Moslem hostel has 
?ver attained the number fifty for any period during the existence of 
iis hostel. During the hey-days of the College the full number of 
>() was found to be occupying the Hindu hostel but during the world 
jpression the number fell down and some of the blocks were lying 
leant. But again the number is going up, because I find that this 
ear the roll strength of the College is nearly 800, out of which about 
30 are Hindus and about 250 Muhammadans. Now, out of these, 147 
[indus boys live in the Hindu hostel and 39 Muhammadan boys live 
i the Moslem hostel ; so it is apparent that the full strength of the 
[uhammadan boys was not living in the Muhammadan hostel; and 
either the full strength of the Hindu boys was found to be occupying 
ie Hindu hostel. I do not know why out of the 39 Muhammadan 
oys 2 hoys were ordered by the late Principal, Mr. J. N. Bose, to 
ccupy. block No. 2, which intervenes between block No. 1 and block 
io. fj* Block No. 1 is separated from the Muhammadan boarding by 
wide road and the five hostels which comprise the Hindu hostel are 
seated in one compound. Now, this gave rise to some trouble as a 
esult of which the boarders of the Hindu hostels went on hunger- 
trike. Well, I say, and I fully endorse the view, that this sort of 
trike is anything but to be liked by anybody (hear, hear). My point 
i that if there was tactfulness on the part of the College authorities, 
think this situation would not have assumed such an aspect that it 
squired the intervention of Government and a drastic measure by 
government. I am informed that in this matter the Governing Body 
as never consulted'. The previous order passed by the then Principal, 
T - 'J- N. Bose, had to be carried out by the subsequent officiating 
rincipal, Dr. Sri Kumar Banerjee. My chief complaint is that these 
tensions and differences among the students should not have been 
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allowed to grow to such dimensions and the remedy, if it can be 
called by any stretch of imagination, prescribed by the Governm 
of Bengal, is a very heroic one no doubt but beyond all proport 
to the malady which they seek to cure. The closing down of a fi 
grade College like the Rajshahi College is a thing which I cannot c 
ceive of, I know that in the history of University education of Ben 
such a thing has never happened. To me it seems that it is a temf 
in a tea pot. If you want to instal Mars in the temple of Minerva, 
course you have no other way out of it than to take the course of t 
drastic measure to cure the so-called malady, but this is not the pro 
way. It requires a creative sympathy, a creative generosity an< 
tactful handling of the situation. Is it right to victimize the wli 
body of students for the fault of a few? Is it right that the fate 
750 boys should be sealed for ever? I say deliberately with a j 
sense of my responsibility — “sealing for ever” — because in the (t 
eminent communique it has been said that facilities would be affon 
to students to get their transfers. About 50 applications were filed 
transfer but only 14 or 15 transfers have been granted and that w 
vengeance; far from giving any facilities for transfer these boys h; 
been branded with bad conduct in their certificates wherein it has lx 
stated that they disobeyed the order of the Principal and went 
hunger-strike; and the result is that these boys when they came c 
before yesterday for admission into the Scottish Church Collej 
Calcutta, they were refused admission. Then, the result of t 
closing down of the College is that the students will lose their p 
centage. It is well known that the students are required to maintt 
a certain percentage and if the College is closed down for a long tin 
who knows the minimum percentage will be kept by them and w 
knows that the University will allow them to appear at the exaniiu 
tion. As a matter of fact, my information is that the University w 
never consulted in this matter. It is strange that the body which 
in wde charge of education in this province was never cared to be oo 
suited. (A voice: Very justly.) It may be so according t'o yo 
because you are always crying for its head on a oharger. ‘ However, 
long as the University exists, so long as they are in charge of educ 
tion, until they are superseded, they can very well say that they ougl 
to have been consulted in the matter of closing down of a college, 
is not the case of closing down for the time being because in that or(h 
it was stated that the temporary staff should be discharged as a resu 
of which one Muhammadan professor has been discharged forthwh 
and four other lecturers, of whom one is a Muhammadan, have bee 
served with notice and two permanent professors have been ahead 
transferred — one to Krishnagar and another to Chittagong. Do ni 
these show that this punitive action has been taken to teach a lesso 
to the boys or to bar their career for ever? Now, Sir, the history ( 
the Rajshahi College is a peculiar one; it was first started as a 

ordinary high school. But by the endowments and by the generot 
„ ♦ 
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enef actions of the landlords of Rajshahi — the houses of Dighagatia, 
utia Ijubalhati, the* Rajshahi Association and others — an amount 
hich will go in the neighbourhood of Rs. 5 lakhs was raised and with 
lat help the institution was raised to the status of a first-grade college. 

Now these donors have not been consulted when the order for 
[osing down was given. Have they not any right to have any say in 
le matter. (A voice: It is now a Government College.) Might be, 
ut all the same they accepted the money of the generous public. (A 
oice: They did not give this money conditionally.) I do not know 
hether they gave it conditionally or not ; but there are some conditions, 
fnder these circumstances, my complaint is that closing down of this 
ollege is not justified. If you want to solve the question that led to 
tie closing down of this College, it is better that the College should 
e opened and tae responsible people of both communities should go 
liere and make up the differences. It is not by closing down the 
Allege that you can bring about amity between the Hindu and the 
[uhammadan boys. Sir, I, therefore, request the House, through you, 
I say in unequivocal terms that the closing down of the Rajshahi 
lollege, which is the premier College in North Bengal, is totally 
njustified, totally uncalled-for, hasty, and injudicious. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 


Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to submit 
hat, as there was not sufficient accommodation in the Muhammadan 
tost el , the Principal, Mr. J. M. Bose, asked the Muhammadan students 
o live in Block No. 2 of the Hindu hostel, which was lying vacant. 
When that order was passed nobody protested. As soon the Muham- 
madan students went to live there, the Hindu students started hunger- 
trike in protest aaginst the Principal’s order allowing Muhammadan 
indents to reside in the Hindu hostel, Block No. 2. The Principal 
n charge had no other alternative but to ask the Muhammadan students 
o vacate the same immediately; accordingly, they vacated the rooms 
ind, finding no other wajq they were compelled to take shelter under 
he trees, and, so far my information goes, they are still living there. 
Cries of “Shame, shame.”) This report of the incident having 
pread all over the district, has wounded the feelings of the Muham- 
nadan community. Receiving the information regarding the inci- 
dent, the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, asked the Principal 
o close down the college until further orders. This made the attitude 
ff the Hindus very hot, and there is an apprehension of communal 
'lots breaking out in the district if immediate and proper action is not 
taken 

As regards the hunger-strike of the Hindu students, Sir, I should 
like to mention here at the outset that, with the very strained feelings 
pow existing between the Hindus and the Muhammadans, the principle 
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of hunger-strike is losing its importance daily. If people go on si 
hunger-strikes without any sufficient reason, the drains and the lead* 
who are at the back of these troublesome affairs, would also make th 
own position very ludicrous, as they would certainly not be able to dr 
the sympathy of this House and of the public at large. 

Sir, it is a matter of great regret that the poison of communali 
and seeds of hatred have been spread even amongst our Hindu yon 
folk, who are the hope of future generation. I think these poisom 
seeds of communalism have been sown into the fertile, young a 
undeveloped minds by some leaders of the locality, who alone are to 
blamed for such a deplorable behaviour on the part of the Hin 
students towards their Muslim friends. 

(Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E raised a point of order in Beng 
by drawing the Speaker’s attention to the alleged reading out of t 
speech from a manuscript; — a point of which no notice was taken by t 
Speaker. ) 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dace 

May I know, Sir, how a gentleman who does not know English, c; 
understand English and rise on a point of order? (Laughter.) 

Maulvi M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: Sir, we are all proceedii 
towards our national freedom and independence, which it would n 
be possible for us to allow if such dirty poisons are injected into tl 
young blood. Many of our friends in the Opposition have often sail 
“We not only want to be good neighbours but also we want to lr 
under the same roof”; but to our utter disappointment we have alwa; 
experienced otherwise! From this we can easily gather that t he 
preaching is nothing but a simple eye-wash. 

High tension of feelings amongst the Hindu students of the Rajshal 
College started some three years back, when Dr. P. D. Sastri was tl: 
Principal of the College, over the question of Muhammada 
representation in the College Union. After him, during the regim 
of Mr. J. M. Bose, the Hindu students, both boys and girls, boycote 
the College Union and the social gatherings. (Mr. Surendra Moha 
Maitra : On a point of order, Sir. My friend is absolutely incorrect 1 
saying that the Hindus — boys and girls — boycotted the social.) Tb 
Principal tried his level best to bring about a compromise, but h 
failed and failed hopelessly — as the students were adamant, because the 
were so advised by their leaders. This is a matter of shame and regret 

The higher education that fails to create a strong commonsens' 
in the students, the education that cannot give them a most libera 
training to develop fellow-feeling, sympathy and love for humanity 
ought to be stopped once for all, as it will never bring peace an< 
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arniony. amongst the people. This sort of long-standing tense 
eeling is found only amongst our so-called educated bretheren, but 
- r are amongst the illiterate classes of people who always extend 
heir hand of sympathy and love. 

I am afraid if these poisonous seeds spread amongst the illiterate 
lasses of the villages, they would be converted into hot beds of 
Dmmunalism for both the communities to live in peacefully. Apart 
•om this sad incident, there were several other occurrences a few 
lonths back at Rajshahi which would testify to the truth that the 
[indus in the town of Rajshahi only — a seat of learning — and nowhere 
Ise in the district entertain very bad feelings against the Muslims. 

Sir, what I*infer is that the Muslims are trying to get education 
l the district and that this has become an eye-sore to the Hindu 
immunity; because if the Muslims are educated, they would demand 
leir legitimate rights and privileges in all the institutions of the 
strict as well as in the province. 

Sir, if the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, did not close 
)wn the College immediately after these happenings, then there was 
7e ry likelihood of communal riots and disturbances throughout the 
[strict. 

Now, Sir, I hope and fervantly appeal to the Minister in charge of 
ducation, through you, Sir, to inquire into the matter immediately 
Y appointing an impartial committee and then declare that the College 

to be reopened. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion before the House. 


Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
ie motion which has been so ably moved by my esteemed friend 
r. Surendra Mohon Maitra. Sir, on account of my association with 
Le Ifajshahi College for a large number of years and having an 
timate knowledge as^ to how the administration of this College was 
iri-ied on during the Principalship of my father the late Kumudini 
anta Banerjee for a period of more than 2o years, I think I have 
me claim to speak on this adjournment motion. Sir, if ever there 
as a tempest in a tea-pot, it has been the summary closing down of 
e Rajshahi College over a very trifling matter, which could have 
'Gn easily, smoothly, and successfully managed. The Rajshahi 
5 e ge, Sir, is the premier Government institution of this province 
tie muffassal, imparting education to students coming from all 
ir s of Bengal. It has produced many distinguished educationists 
l< scholars, two of whom I can mention at once, viz., Principa? B. M. 
ln o the Presidency College and Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, an ex-Vice- 
lance lor of the Calcutta University. And I also see around me faces 
^ saw while a student at Rajshahi. On the Treasury Bench also 
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I find one figure that was very familiar Rajshahi, and who hat 
education there, I mean the Hon’ hie Minister for Excise — Ki 
Prasanna Deb Raikat. The Rajshahi College is a very old institu 
Its history goes back to the year 1828, when it was a small high scj 
opened with voluntary subscriptions. It was raised to the rank of a z 
"school in the year 1836. As the demand for higher education j 
after the establishment of the Calcutta University, Raja Haranath 
of Dhubalhati made a gift of a property to Government yielding 
annual income of Rs. 5,000, and Government accepted that gift, 
with this gift the zillah school was able to have attached to it E 
classes — that was in the year 1873. Then after that the College $ 
to be one of the most important educational institutions of this 
vince. Having on the roll at the beginning, i.e., ‘in 1873 on 
students, it gradually came to have in the year 1924, a roll of a 
1,000 students, of whom about 200 were Muhammadans, 
catastrophe which has befallen the people of Rajshahi, nay the pe 
of Bengal, could have been easily averted with only a little tact, a 1 
sympathy, a little imagination, and a little foresight; — these wer< 
that were needed to avert this catastrophe. And I for myself thoi 
that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, master tactition that he is, o 
easily have avoided this terrible calamity if only he had so pleased. 1 
this because I have lived to see the Rajshahi College passing thrc 
many vicissitudes of fortune, many crisis, and many an onslau 
and I am glad to inform you that, thanks to the tact and imaginai 
foresight and sympathy, of the then Principal, the College had surv 
them all. I will only relate one instance. It was during the sto 
days of anti-Partition agitation, thanks to the late Lord Curzon, 
has been very aptly described as an efficient ruler of men, who fa 
and an unwilling regenerator of a nation who succeeded. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FALUL HUQ: On a point of order, 
Is all this relevant to the motion before the House? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all he is making a connected referei 
And if 1 am to rule him oift, I ought also to have ruled out Ma 
Moslem Ali Molla when he was referring to communal riots in 
course of his speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That point, Sir, 
rather different. . V*. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: It was during i those stormy <1 
of *anti-Partition agitation, when for the first time in the history 
Bengal a new spirit of awakening was visible and we had all sc 
of unrest in the land, it was in those days that Sir Bamfylde 
the then Lieutenant Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam, visi 
Rajshahi, and he was to have visited the College. 
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The then Principal my father came to know of the decision which 
fie students arrived at and that decision was to the 

! lec t that they would not stand up when Sir Bamfylde 

idler entered their class. My father called the students 

him and said “you, students, I have called you to me because I 
ant to tell you a few plain facts and ask you a few plain questions 
id I hope you will not hesitate to speak out your mind to me. I 
iow and I have always looked upon you as the creators of the future 
id I deem it a matter of pride to be instrumental in preparing your- 
selves for that future.” That is what he said. He asked the students 
|f they had decided not to stand up when Sir Bamfylde Fuller, their 
jdeutenant Governor, entered their classes. They gave a free reply 
juul'said “Yes* sir. Knowing you as we do we think you would have 
Jone the same thing if you were a student in our time.” The Princi- 
pal said “I fully realise your position. I appreciate the injustice which 
pas been done to Bengal by the partition but may I ask you to do one 
Idling V May 1 not ask you to stand up when I enter your class?” 
They agreed and the whole problem was solved. A little tact, a little 
Imagination and a little foresight were all that was needed. T will ask 
through you, Sir, the members of this house to plead to the Chief 
Minister to show that tact, that sympathy and foresight which were 
ihown in the year 1907 by the then Principal. I see on the Treasury 
flenches members who had been to Rajshahi in year 1933 to celebrate 
|he Diamond Jubilee of the College. Sir Nazimuddin, the then Educa- 
lion Minister, was the chief guest. At that time not a trace of commu- 
balism was to be found ; both the communities vied with each other to 
make the celebration a success and it was a success. If I am not 
^istaken the Hon’ble Speaker as the Education Minister was also there 
lifter a couple of years and he, I think, will bear testimony to the happy 
felationship that existed between the Hindu and Mahomedan students 
[t that time. 

! , 

; T will not dilate upon the incidents that have led to the present 
feplorable order of the Government „ That point w r as beautifully and 
jompletely dealt with by the mover of the resolution. What I want 
jo impress upon you is not to indict the whole community and punish 
pern, but do pick up the offenders and punish them if you will; but 
t)v God’s sake open the college and withdraw the order. 

Maulvi A B II U jL BARI: I welcome the adjournment motion that 
as been mooted by my friend Mr. Maitra, because it enables the 
members of this Tfouse, the chosen representatives of the province of 
>ei ‘gal and through us the larger public of Bengal outside and through 
hem the rest of the provinces of India to show the relationship in 
diich the two great communities living in Bengal stand to-day — the 
elationsliip in which the future hopefuls of our motherland, the future 
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inheritors of the renown of Bengal are linked up with each other to-day. 
1 am one of those who are acquainted with some of the facts* relating 
to the adjournment motion. I had been to Rajshahi on a professional 
call at the time when this incident was going on, and I am in a position 
to say something on the subject. I had also the honour of being jcalled 
by the members of the Bar Association and of discussing the question 
with the Rajshahi Bar. I expected, having a knowledge of the fact, 
that this motion would be moved by some members on this side, because 
I think that the story that was related^ me was a story of oppression, 
of insult and of humiliation that w» showered on the heads of the 
Muslim students of the Rajshahi Juolleere ( interruption from the 
Opposition benches). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will make one appeal to you. The temper of 
the House is already such that even those speeches which might not 
ordinarily create any feeling might do so now. I appeal therefore that 
there should be no interruption. Once it is done either by this parfy 
or that party it might develop into obstruction. I appeal to the House 
not to make any running comments. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The question I put before the House is a 
very ticklish one no doubt, and I must try to dilate on the subject with 
as much restraint as possible without trying to enter into the border- 
line of communalism. I would expect each and every member of this 
House to deal with this question dispassionately, without running into 
the fires of communalism or without entering into prejudices or any- 
thing of that kind. The question before us is not a question of 
minor importance though directly it is a question of the closing down 
of the Rajshahi College, a fact which on the face of it we all deplore; 
but still the question is of grave and vital importance because it con- 
cerns not only the students of the Rajshahi College, not only $ few 
boarders of the Rajshahi College hostel, but it concerns the whole of 
the nations of Bengal. In my humble opinion, on the solution of this 
question rests the solution of the freedom or salvation of our own 
motherland. Therefore this question has got to be judged and solved 
in a proper spirit. 

Reference has been made by my friend Mr. Maitra, and by 
Mr. Banerji, whom I knew when I was a student at the Rajshahi College, 
and I had the honour of knowing his illustrious father Mr. Kumudini 
Kanta Banerji, to the contribution that has been made by the 
Hindu community. I admit the contribution that has' been made by 
the Hindu community towards the construction of the Rajshahi College 
and its position can never be doubted. I frankly admit the contribu- 
. tion of the Hindu community to the making of Bengal. I frankly 
adiHit the suffering that the Hindu community has undergone but at 
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the same time I must* say that there is a great feeling, a genuine 
feeling, that the members of the Muhammadan community have been 
very much neglected by their friends of the other community. Much 
stress has been laid upon the fact that little sympathy has been shown 
to the Muhammadan community. These are the grievances of this 
side of the House. 

I expected my friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose to go to Rajshahi 
himself and solve the question. But I found him delivering a lecture 
accusing the Labour Minister at the base of the Ochterloney Monu- 
ment. I found him delivering a lecture in the Albert Hall accusing the 
Chief Minister of not being able to solve the great problem of commu- 
nalism; I did noj expect this of the great leader of the Congress. He 
has failed and through him the Congress has failed. This question has 
been tried to be shelved, because we have heard from many eminent 
men that the communal question has come to such a pass that it is 
no^ possible to tackle it. Time will come when it will be solved. I 
submit that it is a vital question : it is a question of more vital import- 
ance than the question of the release of detenus or the repatriation of 
prisoners from Andamans, because it concerns the salvation of the 
whole of Bengal and therefore more importance should be attached to 
this question. One is reminded of the late Deshbandhu C. R. Das. 
I wish Deshbandhu C. R. Das to rise up from the embers of his ashes 
to look at the present outlook of Bengal and to see how his friends, 
his countrymen, both Hindus and Muhammadans, are fighting with 
each other. That is a sort of man we want and I would appeal to 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and to his other friends to deal with this 
question with a view to end things like this. 

1 would have expected my friend Mr. Maitra, being a resident of 
Rajshahi, to tackle this question in this way. But he failed and he 
had not tried; so far as I learnt from the members of the Bar Associa- 
tion this matter has not been approached in this way. Perhaps my 
friends have been ill-informed and wrongly informed that block No. 2 
was occupied by the Hindu boarders at the time when orders were 
passed by Mr. J. N. Banerji permitting the Moslem students to occupy 
block No. 2. Block No. 2 was made the habitation of rats and gnats, 
a fld I do not know what actuated the Hindu students in not associating 
themselves with the Muhammadan boarders. They liked to associate 
themselves with rats, bats and gnats but not with the untouchable 
Muhammadans. f This is the sad part of the story: There is another 
Part which the Ilouse will be interested to know. I know the tipae 
w hen late Deshbandhu C. R. Das made a bonfire of his European dress. 
1 could understand that, because he wanted to dissociate himself from 
the mentality that was caused by European dress at that time, and 
®hed off all that was in them. You will be surprised to know that &t 
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the time orders were given by Mr. S. K. Banerjee asking the Muham 
madan boarders not to introduce Muhammadan foodstuffs- into tin 
hostel; because allegations were made by the Hindus that beef woulc 
be introduced into the hostel, a most humiliating and insulting* orde] 
was passed that the food that was imported by the Muhammadan cooks 
should be examined. That is the state of things that has been pre 
vailing. I should say with all the emphasis that I command that there 
is none who can repudiate it and contradict me when I make this 
statement. When orders were given by Mr. S. K. Banerjee on Saturday, 
the 26th August, to the effect that both the Hindu students and the 
Mahomedan students occupying block 2 should vacate it, the Mahome- 
dan students, because they did not like to disobey that order and follow 
the methods of the civil disobedience movement, vacated it at 9 p.m. 
Just at that time when the Mahomedan students left there was a 
bonfire made of lungis, because the Mahomedans use them and there 
was a bonfire of red caps which also the Mahomedans use and then the 
cry of Bande Mataram rang through the hostel. In reply to that ,t } he 
Mahomedan students also cried Allah-Ho-Akbar but they did it after 
the cry of Bande-Mataram was raised. That was the situation. As 
a result of that there was great excitement and public feeling in 
Rajshahi. There was a report in the newspapers that about 5,000 
Mahomedans assembled together; of course that was contradicted but 
this shows that there was great public feeling at Rajshahi. I am 
constrained to say that Rajshahi, not only in connection with the 
turning out of the boarders from the hostel but also in another matter, 
has been the breeding ground of communalism. Even one of the High 
Court Judges 

Mr. SPEAKERS You must not bring in the name of any High 
Court Judge. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I was going to say that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister was justified in closing the college. So far as I know 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister, so fUr as I know his mind, so far as I know 
his heart, he is a great educationist himself and he will not think for 
a moment to close down the college for ever, but, Sir, if he has done it 
he has done so only for the time being in order to have the feelings of 
the two communities restored and in order also to enable the leaders 
of both the communities to come to a decision regarding the settlement 
of the boardings for members of both the communities. Under these 
circumstances, I think, the Hon’ble Chief Minister is quite justified in 
closing down the college. I am sorry that as a result of the closing 
down of the college some professors have been discharged, but the 
question of the discharge of professors is of minor importance to us; 
the important question is the closing down of the college itself* 
Mr. Banerjee has referred to the illustrious work that has been done 
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by the Rajshahi College, and we will be sorry to see the college being 
permanently closed down. I would again appeal to the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, to the leader of the Opposition and also to my friend 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee whom I consider to be one of the most 
sane and sober gentlemen of the House to look int6 the question. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYALi Sir, what does the honourable 
member think of the other members of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let his thoughts be with him. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I was delighted to see in the news- 
papers a statement to the effect that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
directed Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Mr. Maitra and our Deputy 
Speaker to go to Rajshahi and have the matter settled. I do not know 
if there is any truth in that statement, and if the statement is not correct 
I would also appeal to him to consult some persons who are above com- 
munalism from both communities and himself also be one of the 
members and go to Rajshahi and have the matter settled. I do not 
think, Sir, there can be any objection on this side of the House to that 
effect. If the Muhammadan students reside along with the members 
of the Hindu community in the same block there can be no objection. 
1 can only refer to one fact, Sir. There is the Wesleyan Hostel at 
Rajshahi which is a Christian institution wherein both Hindus and 
Muhammadans are living amicably and are having food on the same 
table. There is no reason why such a circumstance cannot be created 
in the Rajshahi College hostel. That is a fact which I would appeal 
to the members of this House to consider. Therefore on these facts I 
would only like not only to support the motion in some way but also 
oppose it from another point. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion without passion, without prejudice, without malice. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a sad and a bad day for Bengal when we cannot 
consider any question of administrative efficiency without reference to 
fhe communal bogey. May I begin my speech by reading out to you 
a Portion of the address of the Hon’ble Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, the 
Chief Minister oLthe Punjab? The Hon’ble the Chief Minister is 
reported to have said't “As Premier of the first Punjabi Government let 
m e inform you and others concerned that the best loyalty to the present 
Government is the effort which you individually and collectively can 
niake to encourage inter-communal goodwill and that communal mis- 
chief from whichever quarter it may emanate shall be regarded by me 
ds ^e worst form of disloyalty to the present Government, and in fact 



1156 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[8th Sept., 


to yourself, because the present Government is your own chosen Govern- 
ment. I wish also to announce that in future awards of State patronage 
and appreciation special premium shall be attached to genuine inter- 
communal goodwill and persons with unclean record J «n communal 
matters shall be excluded so long as I have any hand in their distribu- 
tion. 

Sir Sikander is a Moslem and he is the Chief Minister of a province 
where the Moslems command a majority ; I should like to appeal to my 
friends just opposite to ponder over the words I have read out and to 
act accordingly. The question before the House is the closing down 
of an ancient institution like the Rajshahi College which was started 
ras a private school in 1828 when Lord William Bentinck was busy for- 
mulating His schemes of ameliorating activities in t*his country. It 
was raised to the status of a Zilla school in 1836 twenty-one years before 
our Universities were born and raised to a second grade college in 1873 
with the assistance of the munificent endowment from the Raja of 
Dhubalhati. It was raised to the dignity of a first grade College w r ith 
another munificent endowment from the Raja of Dighapatia to the 
extent of Rs. 1,50,000 and a subvention of Rs. 70,000 raised by the 
Rajshahi Peoples’ Association. The College has lived more than GO 
years and it has done useful work. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have read the official report which the acting 
Principal has sent to the University of Calcutta, with reference to this 
lamentable episode. On the 20th of August, 1937, the permanent 
Principal, Mr. J. M. Bose, left Rajshahi on holiday. On the 24th 
August, there was an order issued whereby two Moslem boys who should 
have in the normal course been accommodated in the Moslem Hostel 
were ordered to be put up in the Hindu Hostel, as a result of which 
some Hindu boarders went on a hunger-strike. As a good Brahmin 
supporting my friend, Mr. Maitra, another good Brahmin, I have never 
understood the ethics of hunger-strike, especially amongst our boys in 
schools and colleges. Then, the Principal in a fit of panic, ordered a 
modification of that order and the two Moslem boys were put back to their 
part of the hostel, and in the meantime communal bitterness grew' to 
such an extent that certain hooligans w T ere about to violate the sanctity 
of the college, as my friend, Mr. Bari has pointed out to the House just 
now. The result was that on the 28th of August, without consultation 
with the governing body of the institution, without reference to the 
local leaders of the University, the Government of Bengal closed down 
the college. Sir, I am not here to assess the guilt of the parties con- 
cerned. I am here to-night to raise my voice of protest against not only 
the* closing down of an ancient institution hallowed by memorable 
traditions, but to raise my voice of protest against this unfortunate 
canker which is eating out the vitals of the whole nation, namely, com- 
munalism. It is up to us, everyone of us in this hall under the dis- 
tinguished lead of the honourable leader of the House and the 
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honourable leader of the Opposition to meet and solve this apparently 
insoluble problem. The Hindus and the Moslems must live together in 
this country. We have been born here, we shall live together here and 
here we shall die. Sceptre and crown must tumble down and in the dust 
he equalled *rit}i the cruel scythe and the spade. Why can we not 
remember that the two great streams of civilisation will flow side by 
side till they mingle in the blue expanse of the ocean of Eternity, the 
great ocean of nationalism? Mr. Speaker, so far as this tragic incident 
is concerned, some one must haye blundered and blundered very 
seriously. As I read the communique of the Government issued to the 
Press, it announces the closing down of the college ; it does not say for 
what period. The closing down of a college is a very serious matter. 
It is such a serious matter that I do not think that the Ministry of 
Education was properly advised over this question. The question of 
( losing down a college not only deals a serious blow to discipline of the 
hoys, but its affects them vitally in two different matters. One is the 
question of transfer and the other is the question of percentage. These 
questions of transfer and percentage unfortunately are both determined 
by statute and according to the statute no transfer during the middle 
of the session is valid unless the Principal concerned to whom the trans- 
fer certificate is presented takes in the student. Secondly, Sir, with 
reference to the question of percentage, in the case of I. A. and I. Sc. and 
B.A. B.Sc. examinations, each student has to keep up 75 per cent, of 
the minimum number of lectures; in the case of I. A. and I. Sc. each 
student has to attend, I think, 140 lectures in all subjects other than 
the vernacular in which he has to attend 70 lectures. Tn the case of 
lb A. and B.Sc. all students have to attend 100 lectures. Sir, if there is 
illness, if there is unavoidable accident or if there is any other trouble 
in the family or to the students concerned, they will not, under the 
statute be permitted to take their examinations unless they receive a 
special dispensation from the Syndicate of the Calcutta University and 
unless they are permitted to appear as non-collegiate students. 
If they are admitted as non-collegiate students, they are under the 
statute once more debarred from all the benefits of prizes, scholarships 
and endowments. Why then, SirfHhis communal punishment of a 
large number of students who were admittedly not guilty of indiscipline ? 
I have never realised why students of the Hindu or Moslem community 
should be parked off from one another. I do not understand why the 
°ne or the other should treat his brother as an untouchable. After all, 
nationalism must grow on healthy lines, all Hindu and Moslem boys 
niust live together, must think together and must dream of the great 
^lenl of the whole nation. They must dream of Bengal as the glorious 
/^d of their birth and as their motherland. The communique of the 
°vernment of Bengal further states that the college will retain only 
a skeleton staff. This is not permissible under the statute. Once a 
Cn lege which seeks affiliation has to satisfy the University authorities 
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that it has appointed or it proposes to appoint an efficient staff and that 
it continues to maintain a minimum number of professors and, lecturers; 
unless this is done the college runs the risk of disaffiliation. The initia- 
tive in the matter of disaffiliation rests with the. University authorities, 
the final sanction or the final veto rests with the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, we have been told by Mr. Maitra that certain temporary pro- 
fessors and lecturers have been served with notices to quit. If the 
college is to be reopened within a measurable distance of time then 
why these notices have been served on the poor lecturers and professors 
in that institution? I am sure, Sir, that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
who happens to be the Minister of Education, for the time being, knows 
perfectly well the condition of affairs in that district. I am sure, Sir, 
that he loves his country quite as well as we do although our views may 
be divergent. I am quite sure he will impress on his mind that the 
closing down of an institution, be it a Government institution, be it one 
which lives on a subvention from Government or be it one living under 
public charity, is a tragic affair. The college consists of about $00 
students, 250 of whom are Moslems. I am sure the Hon’ble Minister 
did not make any differentiation in the matter of religion. Even if lie 
did so, he was unconsciously penalising 250 Moslem boys. This, I am 
sure, is not one of the consequences which the Hon’ble Minister con- 
templated when promulgating this order. This order has been born of 
suspicion, of distrust of disharmony. This order has grown adolescent 
on panic and let this order now die a natural death. 

In the year 1921, I remember when the Mukherjee Retrenchment 
Committee had proposed the abolition of a neighbouring college, the 
Krishnagar College, one of the most prominent members of this legis- 
lature — the custodian of its rights and privileges said “Let the city of 
Krishnagar be drowned in the Khorai river flowing near by, but let 
the Krishnagar College live for ever”. Let that be the motto of our 
present Chief Minister, the Minister for Education. I am sure, Sir, 
he is just as well a patriot as anybody else here and be will surely realise 
for himself, for his country and ev£p for the faith in which he has been 
born, that the erasure of this college from the map of Bengal, an 
institution which has proved its usefulness for all these years, for nearly 
a century and a quarter, is a national disaster. I have no doubt the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister loves his country : but let him remember— 
“True love turns round on fixed poles, Love — that endures not sordid 
ends.” 


* 

• Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, those who have studied the habits 
of this Assembly will have noticed that Wednesday is one of the si* 
days of the week on which Hindus and Muslims annoy each the other, 
and it may prove to be a day on which an unfortunate European annoys 
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jveryone. I speak from a long experience and interest in education in 
[ndia, and if I can do any small service in a delicate matter and help 
awards softening asperities I shall be proud and glad. 

My attitiide towards this particular problem I caj^set out in four 
preliminary observations : y 

The first is that I have no sympathy with students who go on hunger- 
strike, whatever the reason. To me it is a monstrous thing; it takes 
my cause at once outside reason, persuasion, discipline or outside 
prdinary human handling. 

My second observation is that I am surprised that authority of any 
dnd, principal or governing body or whoever it was, could be so 
.nsensitive to current conditions as to issue an order that would have 
his certain immediate inflammatory terrible effect. An authority that 
jould do that, whether governing body or principal, must be entirely 
msuited to the conditions in which all educationists must work in 
this province and in this country, and an authority so unaware of the 
conditions in which alone authority can be exercised ought not to be an 
authority at all. 

My third point is that the closing of a big college, unless this was 
torced on government by any outside interference of the local public, 
pecause of the offence of a minority in the (college, must be regarded as 
educational failure, defeat and calamity. 

My fourth observation is that 1 speak in my personal capacity as a 
member of the House, and out of my personal knowledge and experience 
of these matters, and not on behalf of the European group. I do not 
suppose that anything I say will be repugnant ^o my group, except that 
some of the members behind me may gasp at first when I state the 
position on which a large part of what I have to say will be developed. 
And that is, that the young Bengali in his natural self and if not mis- 
led by^ outside interference or contaminated by outside example is one 
of the best disciplined and most easily handled people in the world. 

We must remember that education in India is based upon one 
amazing and stupdendous fact in natural history. That fact is this. 
The Bengali boy, the Indian boy in general, admires learning, respects- 
his teachers, and goes to school early so as to get a place in the front 
row near the teacher. I say that is a stupendous fact in modern 
history, of which Europe cannot show the like. Only in one country 
in Europe is there a faint resemblance to this. That is Scotland. In 
the rest of Europe there is nothing like it, and in England if b$ any 
accident a boy were to find himself in school early he would certainly 
lake a seat in thd back raw near the window.. 

On this difference tfifr whole structure of education in India has been 
raised, and the whole science, so far as there is a science, of educational 
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administration and discipline has been constructed. The Bengali boy- 
and this is what I am going to say, the principle that I lay down- 
the Bengali school boy, or the Bengali youth at college, if left to him 
self in his natural condition, if not misled by bad examples nor per 
verted by malevolent interference, is one of the best disciplined ant 
one of the most easily managed youths in the world. College disdplim 
in India is for that reason comparatively easy to maintain, and — ] 
speak from long experience — it would be very easy to maintain if then 
were never any outside corrupting influences. 

But where in these days do we find the Bengali boy or youth who ii 
not being subjected to damaging influences from without? Where ii 
this province do we find a college that is not interfered with by outsid: 
people for some political, some communal, or some other purpose tha 
has no relation to education? And where does the Bengali boy fine 
in his surroundings any good standard of discipline that he can intimate: 
I myself was principal of a great college in Calcutta for many existing 
years, and, Mr. Speaker, I doubt whether my anxieties about discipline 
we& greater than yours must be as head of this institution. Is then 
any discipline in political parties? The Leader of this House appear: 
to have grave suspicion that the discipline of at least some parties is nol 
what it should be. Is there discipline in our civil life? We have riots, 
every kind of riot, religious, communal, about this and that. We have 
citizens instigating these riots. We have spectacle of men of position 
using students in disturbances for their own sectional purposes. Dr 
we find discipline in our industries? Two days ago we were told in thb 
House that there are men in Bengal who for their own ^material 
advantage or otherwise to enhance their position deliberately provokt 
strife and set workers against employers. Finally, do we find perfect 
discipline in the Indian home? I doubt it. If discipline in the home 
were what it should be, then there would not be those occasional out- 
breaks of unrest in educational institutions. Nor would there be boys 
of 14 and 15 contaminated by terrorist organisations. For our ^chooh 
are day schools, and boys spend more time at home than in school.- 

Some of us must have been surprised at what happened two or three 
years ago in some parts of East Bengal, when to bring small boys round 
to a proper outlook on life grown-up men, men of distinction many oi 
them, formed themselves into bands and went round the schools deliver- 
ing what you might call moral lectures. The peculiarity of the thing 
was that in gtf»g round these schools they were lecturing their owr 
sons, with whom they may have breakfasted an hour or two before. 1 
do not say there was no profit in doing this. On the contrary, there was 
much profit. Several of those gentlemen, I believe, became Rai 
Bahadurs, for their heroism, and their heroism deserved that reward, 
But the peculiarity that strikes many of us*is that fathers of boys whe 
live in their own homes can instinctively think that the proper way t c 
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inculcate discipline among their own children is by polished periods in 
public. Whefeas the average father in my country would instinctively 
think of the polished back of a hair brush in private or a flat piece of 
wood, polished or unpolished. 

. Now I come back to the college for a minute. I have said that I can 
find no sympathy for hunger-strikers. When this begins college dis- 
cipline must disappear. It has ceased to be a matter for college authori- 
ties at all : it is now a matter for parents, and parents must accept 
responsibility. I am afraid that people with more experience of these 
things and more resources than those in educational institutions also 
have failed to find out what should be done to meet a crisis of hunger- 
striking. If the local populace at Rajshahi intervened the problem by 
that alone becomes more than an educational problem. It becomes a 
political problem, and I say nothing about that. If the college is to 
be closed— it has been closed, and what I have read in the newspapers 
indicated that it is to be closed for some time — then I repeat it is a 
disaster to education. No one in charge of medical administration 
would close down a hospital if a number of patients developed a high 
temperature. If there is no one in the Education Department who is 
capable of pulling a college round to normal when it has got into this 
condition, I can only conclude that our educational services have been 
allowed sadly to deteriorate. If it is contemplated to close the college 
for a considerable time, I would advise Government rather to consider 
the advisability of deprovincialising it at* once, provision of course being 
made for the protection and preservation of the existing and accruing 
rights of Government servants in the institution, and to hand over the 
college to a local committee with suitable grants. I am sure Rajshahi 
; could find a local committee that would manage a great college of this 
; kind competently. 

Sir, I have probably said some things that have annoyed some mem- 
bers of this House. I shall now make amends by saying something that 
will please everybody. It is this. This Assembly is the pick of the 
brains of Bengal. Having said this, I would point out what a poor use 
we sometimes make of these fine brains. We waste our time, our energy, 
and our brains in fear and suspicion and hatred. We are unable to 
work together, keeping the welfare of this great province steadily before 
as, because we happen to belong to different sub-sections of the human 
race. I sometimes think of the effect of all these things on the small 
Bengali school boy. You can imagine him in his hundreds of thousands 
sitting down in mystification aad saying to himself. My father hates 

his father, my uncle loathes his uncle, my grandfather abnominated his 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. W.ordsworth has reached his time-limit. He 
has spoken for full 15 minutes, find I am sorry I have no power to grant 
him more time. 

5 
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I understand that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is anxious to speal^ before 
the Chief Minister; on the other hand the Chief Minister ’ will also 
require full 15 minutes to reply to the debate. So, I would request 
Mr. Bose not to take more than 5 or 6 minutes. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of my friend Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra, and I 
desire to support it on the short ground that nothing that has. happened 
at Rajshahi is any justification whatever for closing the Rajshahi 
College indefinitely. I am aware that there have been some differences, 
religious or communal, as between the Hindu students and the Muham- 
madan students there. Now, I desire to make it cle^y that orthodoxy 
— narrow orthodoxy — whether of the Hindus or of the Muslims makes 
no appeal to me; it has never made, it never will. Sir, if you analyse 
the situation for a moment, you will find — and 1 hope the House will 
agree with me — that these little differences, these petty different^, 
should have been solved by the College authorities or by representa- 
tives of Government in a spirit of reasonableness, with tact and with 
vision. My friend Mr. Abdul Bari to whom I am thankful for never 
forgetting me on any single occasion — either he has the vision of a 
multi-millionaire when he thinks of me or of a person who at one time 
in his life drew a big allowance from the State — rightly 
put a question to me as to why I was lecturing near the Ochterloney 
Monument or at the Shraddhananda Park the other day and did not 
proceed to Rajshahi. Possibly, the House is not aware that a 
suggestion wns made from this side of the House and it w r as duly 
communicated to the Government, that prominent members on this 
side of the House, including the Leader of the Opposition, w^ere willing 
to go to Rajshahi in order to attempt a solution of the troubles there, 
but no reply was received to that communication. (The Hon’ble Mr. 
H* S. Suhrawardy: Why did you not go there? Nobody prevented 
you.) Sir, if I wanted an opportunity to speak before the -Chief 
Minister, it w T as because of certain reasons. I have in my hand here 
photographic copies of certain telegrams which w~ere sent from Calcutta, 
and which I can pass on to the Chief Minister, if he w r ants, for his 
inspection. I find that on the 29th August a gentleman, who signed 
himself as “Munir/’ sent a telegram from Calcutta to one 
“Habibuddin,” N^w Moslem Hostel, Rajshahi, in these terms: 
“Premier sympathetic: Government passed orders closing Rajshahi 
.College pending settlement: no anxiety.” I do not know, Sir, if this 
“Munir” is a member of this House; nor do I know if the Chief 
Minister knows that such a telegram was sent. But now that this 
information is placed before him, I hope he will take steps to trace 
this gentleman and find out why, instead of pouring oil over the 
trfiubled w’aters at Rajshahi, he sent a telegram which mil^t have had 
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the effect of inflaming the minds of the Muslim students. Next, Sir, 
there is' a photographic copy of another telegram which I have in my 
hand and Wkich purports to have been sent by the Chief Minister. If 
it is a fact that it was sent by him, he owes an explanation to this 
House and the province for having done so. If however he did not 
send this telegram, I hope he will take steps to trace the offender who 
used his name in this surreptitious manner. This telegram is numbered 
22, and was sent from Calcutta to one Dr. J. Ahmed and a copy of the 
same was sent to the same Habibuddin. It reads: “Have closed 
College preliminary further steps but please ask our boys not to be 
perturbed. Assure them of my abiding solicitude for their welfare.” 
This telegram was sent on the 30th August, but the public did not 
know until the*2nd September that orders had been passed by Govern- 
ment closing this College. These are serious matters — matters which, 
to my mind, had the effect of increasing the tension of feeling between 
the two communities of students there. Sir, the Rajshahi College is 
rrt)t a communal institution; it is a purely educational institution, and 
it should be looked at form the point of view 7 of the province as a whole 
which, in my opinion, is not one of Hindus against Muslims or Muslims 
against Hindus, but our common province for common purposes. I 
would make this appeal to the members of the House and the public 
outside — let not profane hands, whether Hindu or Muslim, be allowed 
‘to touch this institution. Let not blasphemous words — blasphemous 
either to Hindus or Muslims — be allowed to be uttered in respect of 
this institution. I would appeal to the House and to the public outside 
to allow this institution to remain, as it has been in the past, a sacred 
temple of learning for the diffusion of learning amongst all classes of 
students — Hindu, Muslim, Budhist, Christian, Sikh, and others. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUi- HUQi I had great hopes when 
my friend, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, rose up to speak that he would 
lead tfce House into a mood calculated to bring about peace and amity, 
hut *it is extremely unfortunate that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has 
delivered a speech soaked w T ith communalism from beginning to end 
(Question). I have got a very long story to tell about. RajshaKi, its 
College and its adaptability to communal differences, but the time at 
my disposal is short, and I shall content myself with giving only a few 
facts. The trouble arose only out of the location of three Muslim 
students in one of the Hindu blocks of hostels attached to jhe College, 
^ir, we have heard a lot about the munificence of Dubalhati, Putia 
and Dighapatia. Let me remind the members of this House that behind 
the generosity of those Hindu zamindars lies the munificence -and 
generosity of generations of Muslim Emperors and Sovereigns, ^nd that 
these very princely houses of Dubalhati, Putia and Dighapatia them- 
selves owed their existence to the generosity of Muhammadan Emperors 
(three cheers). One word more, Sir, about donations. I find tha't a 
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jcheme for tlie construction of hostels for Hindu students was admini- 
stratively approved on the promises of the Dighapatia f'alnily to 
>ontribute Rs. 30,000, — Rs. 12,000 by Raja Promoda Nath Roy and 
Rs. 18,000 by Mr. Basanta Kumar Roy, Rs. 13,000 was paid through 
the then Principal, through the Rajshahi Association but it was 
ultimately refunded and the entire promised contribution remained 
unpaid. (Shame, shame.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Such cries are becoming too 
frequent to bear. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: And the cost finally 
sanctioned was paid entirely from provincial revenues. I may mention 
in passing that the terms Hindu hostels and Muslim hostels applied 
to these buildings are slightly inaccurate and misleading. The cost 
for all the buildings have been met by Government from provincial 
revenues and Government have got the absolute right to utilise these 
hostels in any manner they think fit and proper. The mere fact thart 
a building is being occupied at a particular moment by the members 
of a particular community does not give that community any 
prescriptive right to occupy that building, and Government have got 
the right to shift students from one building to another for the sake 
of discipline, for the sake of better housing and for other purposes 
for which hostels generally exist. Now it so happened that just 
before these incidents took place, the students were divided in 
this manner. There are six blocks, — each block consisting of 14 rooms 
— 12 large and two small. According to the Public Works Depart- 
ment regulations at the rate of 4 students to one room, each block can 
accommodate about 50 students and in practice some of the rooms are 
used as common rooms, as prayer rooms, as rooms for the residence 
of monitors and superintendents. Just before these incidents took 
place, the distribution was like this. There were 43 Hindu students 
in block No. 1; block No. 2 was entirely vacant; there were 37 Jlindu 
students in block No. 3, 27 Hindu students in block No. 4 and- 40 
Hindu students in block No. 5 and 39 Muslim students in block No. 0. 
Let me add further that according to the statement of the Principal, 
there were 41 Muslim students who were actually in residence and 
several others who had applied but could not get accommodation, and 
as many as 33 were living in three private messes situated in the midst 
of the most unhealthy surroundings. Just before these happenings, 
room had to be found for three Muslim boys and because block No. 2 
was entirely vacant, the then Principal, Mr. Bose, directed that three 
extra Muslim boys should be accommodated in block No. 2. I ask 
this Hoqse to consider what was wrong with this order. The building 
was vacant; three boys had to be accommodated, and the Principal in 
the best interests of all decided that those three boys should be accom- 
modated in the hostel. Now, Sir, the Hindu boys took objection to 
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that. They went on hunger-strike. And not only that, there were 
of the governing body of the College took part in the proceedings and 
and in those meetings it is my painful duty to state that three members 
of the governing body of the College took part in the proceedings and 
actually censured the Principal for his action and his order. 

Now, Sir, I submit that this was an act of rank insubordination on 
the part of the Hindu students. Fortunately, however, the hunger- 
strike was only a sham, because although the boys did not take their 
meals in the hostels, they were having their meals outside. The news 
that was published in the columns of Calcutta dailies in bold headlines 
that the lives of the boys were in danger, was nothing but a canard, — 
a lie which was known to those who circulated it and which was as 
shameful as it was uncalled for. Then, Sir, when the Principal found 
that the Hindu students could not be reconciled to the location of three 
Muslim students in block No. 2, he immediately ordered that Muslim 
hoys should move on to their own block and he passed further orders 
closing block No. 1 and directing that the Hindu boys should go to 
block No. 2. Upon this, there was again not merely a hunger-strike 
but a strike amongst the students refraining from attending the College. 
The Principal himself, so far as this part is concerned, wired to the 
Director of Public Instruction saying that the Muslim students in the 
Hindu block showed splendid loyalty by obeying his orders to vacate 
but the Hindu boarders did not carry out the orders to vacate block 
No. 1 within prescribed time. This has created great disappointment 
among Muslim students and public and angry demonstration at 11 at 
night. Vacating time to Hindu students was extended by 4 days on 
ground of physical weakness through fast. Hunger-strike given up 
hut situation very grave. 

After this, there were demonstrations and counter-demonstrations, 
and tjiere were cries of “Bandfemataram” and “Allah-ho-Aklbar,” and I 
have got definite evidence that the students were preparing for a homi- 
cidal fight amongst themselves. Let me tell this House that if there had 
been a little delay on our part, a little wavering, the streets of Rajshahi 
might have been deluded with blood, and the flame of communal 
passion would have spread far and wide. Sir, the only thing that 
weighed on us in closing the College, not for all times but temporarily, 
was to let things simmer and to let leaders of both the communities 
confer and come to an agreed, settlement. I have no time to go further 
into facts. I even now appeal to my friend, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 
and my friend, Mr. Banerji, I appeal to them — even if no one else has 
fold them — I appeal to them in the name of good-feeling and fellowship 
f° go to Rajshahi and settle the matter in consultation with Muslim 
Baders, and I shall accept their decision if it is an agreed one and pass 
01> ders accordingly 
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I admit that the situation is somewhat difficult, Jbut 1 am confident 
that if my friends intervene, the combined statesmanship’ of the leaders 
of the two communities at Rajshahi will find out an agreed and satis- 
factory solution of the problem of hostel accommodation for the various 
students of the Rajshahi College. I look upon the Rajshahi case as 
affording a test of our fitness for solving our communal problems in 
a spirit of perfect friendliness, and brotherhood, animated by feelings 
of equity and justice to the legitimate ‘claims of all the various com- 
munities in the country. 

I have got nothing farther to add, and I do not wish to embitter 
the situation. 1 appeal to all, both here and outside, to intervene and 
let us have an agreed settlement because unless this settlement is 
arrived at, it is useless to say that the College should* be opened and 
should continue, because if we allow the College to be opened under 
present conditions there will be communal troubles. All that we 
want is that these communal differences should be settled, settled once 
and for all. • 

(At this stage, several members suggested that the discussion 
should be closed.) 

The closure motion was put and agreed to. 

The original adjournment motion was then put and lost. 


Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that “Fateha Yazdahum ” on the lltli Ralbius-Sani of 
every year be declared a gazetted holiday. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to move this resolution I consider, Sir. 
that I am performing at once a pleasant and a sacred duty. 

It is, I think, necessary, to explain briefly to my hon’ble colleague 
in this House the significance of “ Fateha-Yazdahum ” which is the sub- 
ject matter of this resolution. 1 am sure I am correct in saying that the 
Mussalmans all over the world regard Hazarat Shaikh Abdul Quader 
Mohiuddin Jilani as one of the greatest Saints that the world has ever 
known. The “fiaieha ] -azdalnun' commemorate the death anniversary 
of this great Saint. The Oriental Biographical Dictionary by Beale 
describes this great spiritual leader in the following words : — 

Abdul Quader Jilani (Shaikh), also called Pir-e-Dastgir and Gous- 
ul-Azam Mohiuddin, is a Saint, who is said to have performed a number 
of miracles during his life-time. He was born in Gilan in Persia, in 
the year A.D. 1078, A.H. 471, and was greatly revered for his learn- 
ing* his piety and the sanctity of his manners. He died on the 22nd 
February, 1106 A.D., 11th Kabius-Sani, 561 (A.H.), aged 91 lunar 
jears, and is buried at Bagdad. The order of Dervishes, called after 
hiin the Quadiries, acknowledge him as founder. His tomb is held in 
hi^fh veneration amongst the Muhammadans. He is said to have 
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written many books on Mystical Theology, amongst which are the 
Fatutul-Ghaib, Malfuzat-i-Qadiri in Arabic, and a translation op the 
?ame in Persian, named Malfuzat-i- Jibuti.' ’ 

Most of his Oriental Biographers give him a place next to that of 
the Prophet himself. As far as I am aware, almost all the eminent 
Imams and Ulemas such as Hazrat Rmi-Hajar-e-i-Asqualani, Imam 
Shirani, Imam Ahmad, Ibni-Hambal and many others down to Hazrat 
Moulana Jaami and Moulana Abdul Huq, the great* M uli ad dis of Delhi, 
have with one voice affirmed the unique and unparalleled leadership of 
Hazrat Ghausal A:- am and have stigmatized those who disown his 
spiritual leadership as “Fasiqs.” 

It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that the sanctity of such a 
sacred occasion should he signalised by the grant of a holiday. 

I am sure the House will agree that the request made in the resolu- 
tion is a modest one. It is unthinkable that a Saint of such an eminence 
[ts Hazrat (fhausal Azam should not have his death anniversary com- 
memorated by the grant of a holiday. 

It may be argued that there have been many other Saints, Imams 
mil even prophets and therefore the grant of a holiday in this parti- 
cular case will lead to demands for holidays in those cases also. But 

I submit, Sir, that such a demand cannot he seriously put forward for 
l lie simple reason that the number of such eminent personages is too 
large to bring the consideration of the question of granting holidavs 
for their death anniversaries within the range of practical politics. The 
inly practical course open to us is, therefore, to pay our homage of 
reverence by declaring holidays on the occasions of the death anni- 
versaries of the chief representatives of the different, categories of holy 
personages. It is well known that the holy personages mainly fall 
into three classes, namely, Prophets , Imams , and Aulias . Among the 
prophets, the chief is the Holy Prophet of Arabia; and among the 
Imams, the greatest are the two brothers the two Martyrs of Kerbala. 
Among' the Aulias, the greatest is undoubtedly Hazrat Ghausal Azam. 

I atcha Duazdahem ” and the “ Mohurrum holidays commemorate the 
anniversaries connected with the events in the lives of our Holy Prophet 
of Arabia and the two greatest Imams respectively. We, therefore, 
claim a holiday as a mark of respect to the memory of the greatest 

II Allah Hazrat Ghausal Azam. 

It will not he, I hope Sir, out of place to mention that the religious 
sentiments of the Mussalmans have been treated with scant courtesy 
?' s 18 illustrated by the niggardly distribution of Muslim holidays. For 
mstance, out of .forty-three holidays only six are allotted to # the 
ussalmans, while out of seven local holidays, two are Moslem holidays. 
. 1118 i* 1 a total of fifty, -Mussalman holidays account for, as ‘few as 
^ght. This, I submit Sir, is a most inequitous distribution; nor can 
18 l)e- justified on the plea that the occasions for granting Muslim 
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holidays are limited. It is regrettable to observe that the late Govern- 
ment developed a tendency towards a progressive reduction of Muslim 
holidays and a corresponding increase in others. The number of holi- 
days which used to be allotted to the Mussalmans in previous years for 
Moharrum Sharif , Idul-fitr , Iduzzoha, etc., was considerably reduced. 
This I submit, Sir, is most unfair. 

While it is not our intention, Sir, to compete with others in demand- 
ing increased periods of suspension of the normal pursuits of life, we 
feel, nevertheless, due consideration has not been given to our religious 
susceptibilities in the existing distribution of holidays. I should like 
to make it clear that the demand embodied in this resolution is 
based not upon a puerile desire to equalise our holidays with those of 
others, but upon a necessity which is real. It is a natter of common 
knowledge that the ceremony connected with the “ Fateha ,” consists 
among other things, in the religious rites which are performed at night 
and are continued until the small hours of the dawn. This is followed 
by the distribution of the sacred food to all and sundry in the morning. 
It becomes almost impossible for our male members to attend to their 
usual work after the strain imposed on them. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary that they should have a little rest on that day, this is another 
reason wdiy the holiday is necessary. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I should explain that by “Gazetted holiday” 
I mean a non-Act holiday as opposed to one under the Negotiable 
Instruments Act. 

Before I resume my seat, Sir, I should like to appeal to every 
member of this House not to veto this resolution on political or secular 
considerations. I implore the House, in the name of religion, to con- 
sider the very serious implications of rejecting this resolution. I dare 
not contemplate, with equanimity, the contingency of the House 
refusing to accept this resolution, for such a refusal will amount to a 
vote of censure on religion itself. With these words, Sir, I submit 
my resolution to the judgment of the House. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have a request to make 
through you to the Government. They should let us know their policy 
in regard to the problems befpre the House so that we may be enabled 
to formulate and put forward our views before the House. I hope you 
will be pleased to accept my suggestion and request the members on 
the Treasury Benches to take part earlier in the discussion and, in 
the present instance, to induce the Minister in charge, to let us know 
what attitude the Government is going to adopt on this question, 
because there are some members who may want to say something on 
the subjejct after they know the views of the Government. I think 
I am tfot wrong in stating, Sir, that to a similar request made by me 
some days ago you were good enough to rule that it would be helpful 
if .Ministers spoke earlier in a debate. 
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Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order. I think it would be better if we- 
take this, up to-morrow. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I am sorry I did not get an oppor- 
tunity to say something which was uppermost in my mind when the 
adjournment motion was put. I desired at that time to tell the House- 
that Mr. Pramath Nath Banerji and I accept the offer of the Hon’ble- 
Chief Minister. We are prepared to go to Pajshahi at an early date 
and give our decision on the matter. I hope, Sir, that, as stated by 
him, the Hon’ble Chief Minister will accept our decision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If my friends Mr. Bose and 
Mr. Banerji go there I would suggest that they would not look into 
what had already happened : let us forget the past and all that happened 
in the past: let, us look with our eyes to the future. Let us not take 
up the attitude of punishing the erring boys — they are after all boys. 
But I want my friends to solve the question of hostel accommodation* 
once for all at Rajshalii. There has been trouble in the last few yeare 
and we want to see an end of all these things, which are as disgraceful 
to them as to ourselves. I am very glad that my friends have- 
accepted my suggestion. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I assure Government through- 
\ou, Sir, that the suggestions of the Hon’ble Chief Minister will cer- 
tainly be uppermost in our mind. As far as we are concerned, we do- 
sliout u Bandemataram’ J with religious fervour: but I may add that 
“Allah-ho-Akbar” also makes a special appeal to us (hear, hear). 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 9th 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Housa, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 9th September, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’lble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon'blo Ministers and 217 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Promotion of qualified teachers to the posts of lecturers. 

*108.^ Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon’lde Minister in charge 
of the Education Department aware that — 

(i) the system of promotion of highly qualified teachers of the 
school department to the posts of lecturers has recently been 
stopped ; and 

(u) raw recruits are being taken in preference to better qualified 
persons in the department with long experience? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping this new system of recruitment 
as far as possible and reviving* the old system to attract better .men in 
the department ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) There is no regular system of 
promotion from school posts to college posts. Twenty -one officers were 
thus promoted during the eleven years 1916-1926 and 7 officers during* 
the nine years 1929-1937. 

As a rule vacancies in the grade of college lectureship are advertised 
by* the college concerned and the Governing Body of the college makes 
recommendations to the Director. 

(b) Government have no intention of changing the present 
pnpcedure of recruitment to the posts. 
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Secretary, Intermediate and Secondary Board of Education, Dacca. 

*109. Mr. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) Whether he is aware that the permanent Secretary of the 
' Intermediate and Secondary Board of Education, Dacca, 

was transferred on promotion some time ago and that a 
gentleman is officiating as Secretary for over a year? 

(b) Why the appointment of a permanent Secretary is being 

deferred ? 

(c) Whether* there is any likelihood of the appointment being made 

in the near future? If so, when? 

(d) Whether it is the indention of the Government to make the 

appointment in accordance with the notification on the 
subject ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) to ( d ) The question is under consideration and permanent 
irrangements will shortly be made. 


Appointment of Professorship of Chemistry in Rajshahi and Krishnagar 

Colleges. 

*110. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
diat only one Muhammadan candidate was given interview by the 
Bengal * Selection Board for the appointment of Professorship of 
Chemistry in Rajshahi and Krishnagar Colleges and Mr. Ahmed 
Bossain, Professor of Chemistry in Islamia College, though applied 
Eras given no interview? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Such information is of 
* confidential character and cannot be supplied. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
&at the Muhammadan candidate who was given interview was a better 
candidate than Mr. Ahmad Hossain? 




The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know, Sir. 
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Clerks in the offices of the District Inspector of Schools. 

*111. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister i r 
charge of the Education Department aware of Government order No, 
1006 Edn., dated the 13th March, 1928, which accorded administrative 
approval to the revised scale of pay for some clerks in the offices of the 
District Inspector of Schools? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he intends 
to give effect to the said revised scale? If so, when? If not, why 
not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) am\ (h) As the orders 
in question are not intended for public information the questions do not 
arise. » . 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI : Was the order mentioned therein circulated 
to the different heads of the department in the districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 


Number of schools and madrasahs in 24-Parganas. 

*112. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of (1) high English schools, (2) middle English 

schools and (3) junior madrasahs in the district of the 
24-Par ( ganas (rural areas) ; 

(ii) the numbers under each such category that are or are not 

receiving Government grant-in-aid; 

(Hi) the percentage (in reference to respective totals) of (1) middle 
English schools and (2) junior madrasahs not receiving such 
grant in the above area; 

(iv) the amounts of Government grant paid to junior madrasahs in 

the years of (1) 1917, (2) 1927 and (3) of 1937 in the above 
area ; 

(v) the numbers of — 

(1) Board’s free primary maktabs, 

(2) Board’s primary maktabs, 

(3) Board’s panchayeti maktabs, 

(4) Board’s panchayeti girls’ maktabs, and 

(5) Board’s girls’ maktabs, in the above area; 
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(vi) the number of girls’ primary schools in the above area receiving 

recurring monthly grants classified as under management 
of — 

(1) Christian community, 

(2) Hindu community, and 

(3) Muslim community; 

(vii) the amount of Government contribution paid to the District 

Board to supplement the stipends to teachers of maktabs 
in the rural areas of the 24-Parganas during (]) 1907, (2) 
1917, (3) 1927 and (4) 1937 ; 

(viii) the number of non-Muhammadans employed as teachers of 
maktabs and madrasahs, and the number of Muhammadans 
employed as teachers of tols in the district of the 24 
Parganas (rural areas) during 1937 ; 

• 

(ir) the names of Muslim officers appointed to the post of District 
Inspector of Schools, 24-Parganas, and the periods of their 
stay in the office since the creation of the post; 

ir) the average monthly pay (including stipends, etc.), received by 
a primary school teacher ; and 

(.ri) the number in 1936-37 of (1) primary schools including maktabs 
and (2) the teachers in those schools in the rural areas of 
the 24-Parganas ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The information is not 
adily available. 


Port and Dock workers’ strike. 

*113. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR : (a) Is the Hon’ble 
mister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware that 
0 last Port and Dock workers’ strike (November and December, 1934) 
18 conducted by a lawfully constituted and registered Trade Union, 
z., the Port and Dock Workers’ Union? 

(&) Is it a fact that the Port and Dock Workers’ Union was 
'dared an unlawful association early in 1935 ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state precisely the 
ound on which a registered Trade Union was declared unlawful? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
} mion of the Advocate-General was taken as to whether a registered 
r &de Union can be declared an unlawful association ? 
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(e) Is it a fact that immediately before the Port arid Dock Workei 
Union was declared an illegal association another Union called t 
Calcutta Dockers’ Union was formed as a rival organisation to t 
Port and Dock Workers’ Union? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the persons responsible for t! 
formation of this rival organisation and its President? 

(g) *Is it a fact that this Calcutta Dockers’ Union is not a bona fit 
registered Union? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Port and Dock workers formed a ne 

organisation called the Dock Mazdoor Union in 1935 and that it is t] 

only registered Trade Union of the Port and Dock workers? 

* 

(■i) In view of the fact that the Dock Mazdoor Union is the on 
registered * Trade Union of the Port and Dock workers, will tl 
Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to recognise it as the only du] 
constituted Union of the Port and Dock workers and direct 
employers of the Port and Dock workers to do likewise? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE AND LABOUR DEPART 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) I am informed tha 
the Port and Dock Workers’ Union, which at that time was a registere 
Union was responsible for the strike in question. 

(b) and (a) Yes, in March, 1935, under section 18 of the India 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908 (XIV of 1908), by a notiiicatio: 
issued by the Political Department of the Government of Bengal fo 
having for its object interference with the administration of law aii( 
with the maintenance of law and order and because it constituted < 
danger to the public peace. 

( d ) No : there wa£ no need to take such opinion. 

(e) The Calcutta Dockers’ Union came into existence some monthi 
prior to the declaration. I am not aware that it ever purported t( 
be a rival organisation. 

(/) Dock workers were responsible for its formation. I was tk€ 
President. 

(g) No : the Union is a bona fide registered Union. 

(h) Such a Union was registered in February, 1936. It is not the 
only registered Union of the Port and Dock workers. 

(?) Does not arise. 

’ Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Is tie Hon’ble Minister still the 
President of that Union? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Ho, I am not. 


S 
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Mr. 81 B NATH BANERJEE: What are the reasons for not grant- 
ing recognition to this Union? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It has not even applied 
for recognition. 


The word “Bandemataram.” 

•114. Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the IIon’ble- 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
=tate — 

(i) whether •‘B&ndemataram’’ lias been accepted as a Government 

slogan as it appears at the end of the Budget speech; and 

(ii) whether that word was inserted there on joint responsibility 

of the Cabinet? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blfr 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Has Government any slogan of 
its own and if not, has it any objection to adopting “Bandemataram” ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not go 
in for any slogan. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is that word “Rande- 
mataram ,, in any way offensive to Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, it is not. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Government see that such a 
thing* is not repeated on Government publications? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not see any reason 
"V an individual member may not use the word ‘‘Bandemat&ram’V 
ii he so chooses. 


SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTION. 

Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, Bakarganj. 

*114A. Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Is the IJon’bl* 
' lister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that acute dis- 
[ e ' vs has been prevailing in the district of Bakarganj, particularly in 
1 10 sll hdivision of Patuakhali? ' 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bh 
.Minister be pleased to state, thana by thana, showing the varying 
degree of acuteness of distress and the number of villages and an 
•approximate number of people affected? 

(c) Is the Hon’lble Minister aware that the District Board has started 
•test relief works of the value of Rs. 1,500 through the agency of the 
Union Boards? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the aforesaid sum has proved 
inadequate for the purpose of giving relief even in any particular 
form? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ibe pleased to state the amounts dis- 
tributed or proposed to be distributed by the Government Iby way of 
gratuitous relief and agricultural loan in the areas* affected Iby the 
distress ? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) I am aware there is distressful 
Patuakhali subdivision. 

(b) The distress is greatest in Mirzaganj, Betagi, Barguna, Amtali 
and Galachipa police-stations. The further information desired is not 
at present available. 

(c) Yes, except that I am not aware of estimated cost of the test 
works. 

(d) No. But if so, no doubt the District Board will start additional 
works. It is the Board’s duty to do so, if necessary, under the Famine 
‘Code. 

(e) Rupees 88,246 have been allotted to the Collector for agricultural 
loans and Rs. 2,000 for gratuitous relief. Further amounts if required 
will be sanctioned in consultation with the Collector. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is not the amount of Rs. 2,000 
‘for gratuitous relief inadequate for the purpose ? ' ■ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. The 
-Collector thought Rs. 2,000 would do for the present. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (g)> 
under what statutory provisions, it is the duty of the District Board 
to do so? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is stated in the answer — under the Famine 
€o<k 

A Member: Is the Government aware that loot is going on in the 
^affected areas? 
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The Hoifble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir. 
Government Lave no information. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: How is it that the granary 
of Bengal is suffering from this acute famine? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There are three 
causes; there was a rinderpest epidemic last year causing considerable 
loss of cattle. Then there was a flood. Insectpest also causes loss of 
paddy. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Having regard to 
answer ( b) f will the Hon’ble Minister class this distress as famine or 
not? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is scarcity, 
Sir. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED AFZAL: Is it not a fact that two 
women recently died from starvation? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What is the area affected? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The southern 
part of Patuakhali has been affected. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What is the total area? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not know. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister admit that no test work is possible to be undertaken by the 
District Board during the rainy season? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: What is the rate of 100 cubic 
feet of earth- work P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The rates are 
laid down in the .Famine Code and Government have to follow tfyose 
rates. 

Mr. ABUL HOS8AIN AHMED: Where have the gratuitous relief 
derations been started P 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I am not aware 
Sir. It is left to the discretion of the District Officer. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Government aware tha 
there is an apprehension of the failure of the Aman crops for want oj 
seedlings ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
fully aware of that and agricultural loan is being given to enable the 
agriculturists to purchase seedlings. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Education cess in Mymensingh, 

102. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(/) that notices were issued by the Collector of Mymensingh 
imposing education cess in the district from the month of 
April last; and 

(n) that the collection of the cess already imposed has not yet 
begun ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in beginning t lie 
collection ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The first instalment of the cess was to be paid by all tenants to 
their respective landlords by the last day of Asharh which corresponds 
to the 14th July, 1937. From the zamindars the first instalment will 
be due on the 28th September. 

Mr. BIR€NDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Have the tenants paid 
the first instalment of the Cess to their respective landlords by the 14 th 
of ‘July? 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL NUQ : I do not know and I want 
notice. 
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Enforcement of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act in 
Mymensingh, 

103. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the District 
School Board of Mymensingh has very recently passed an unanimous 
resolution requesting Government to give effect to the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Act, 1930, in the district of Mymensingh without 
any further delay? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the question of giving effect to the 
resolution is und^r contemplation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The Act was brought 

into force in the district of Mymensingh with effect from the 1st 
JApuary, 193T. 

( b ) Does not arise* 


Jessore-Khulna Youth Association. 


104. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware that the Jessore- 
Khulna Youth Association has been declared unlawful? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(<•) Are the Government prepared to remove the ban now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) This Association has 
not been declared unlawful. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 


Vehicles passing on full speed. 

105. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether there is any 
order to prevent the drivers of buses, taxis and motor cars from pdsfsing 
°n full speed alongside the tramcars when passengers get in and alight 
from the tramcars? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no rule prohibit- 
ing vehicles passing on either side of a stationary tram car, but feckless 
riving is punishable under section 5 of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 
y 14, which is reproduced below for my hon’ble friend’s information 
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Section 5 of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act , 1914. 

“Whoever drives a motor vehicle in a public place recklessly or 
negligently, or at a speed or in a manner which is dangerous to the 
public, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, including the 
nature, condition and use of the place and the amount of traffic which 
actually is at the time, or which might reasonably be expected to be, 
in the place, shall, on conviction, be punishable with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees.’ ’ 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of a larger 
number of daily accidents in Calcutta, does the Hon’ble Minister think 
it necessary to amend the Motor Vehicles Act as early* as possible? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is it not a fact that some sort of accident? is 
happening daily when getting into and out of tramcars? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that accidents are happening daily in the streets of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Hoes the Hon’ble Minister desire to issue 
instructions to the Motor Vehicles Department to observe such restric- 
tions as are necessary for preventing accidents? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a request for 
action. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it not a fact that such 
accidents are due to the negligent driving of the Punjabi drivers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have left out the Hindustanis for the time- 
being, it seems ! (Laughter. ) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I am not aware. 

Mr: 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to grant licenses to Punjabi drivers in view 
oi their rash driving ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a very big 
question which cannot be answered off-hand on a supplementary 
question. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Is there any special staff in 
Calcutta for administering this particular section of the Motor Vehicles 
Act which is quoted here? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. We have got 
our Traffic Inspectors to see whether any oar is exceeding its speed- 
limit or not. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: What is the number of Traffic 
Inspectors in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Muhammadan officers in the rank of Bengal Educational Service 
(Senior and Junior). 

106. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Horn ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Presidency of Bengal, the number of 
Hindu and Muhammadan officers in the rank of Bengal Educational 
Service (Senior and Junior)? 

{b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the proportion of 
the total number of appointments in each of these services mentioned 
above reserved for duly qualified Muhammadans? 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

W whether the rules regarding the proportionate number of 
appointments for Muhammadans have not been observed; 
and 

(it) the steps proposed to be taken by Government to see that the 
rules are strictly observed in all the departments? 


The Hcm’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid 
°n the Library table. 

(&) In accordance with rule 12 (I) of the Recruitment Rules for both 
he Bengal Senior Educational Service and the Bengal Educational 
er vice, Government reserve the right, in making direct appointments, 
0 call for recommendations from the Public Service Commission for 
Animation of suitable qualified Muslims for appointment in any 
acancy witli a view to securing that the percentage of Muslims in the 
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Bengal Senior Educational Service is at least 33$ per cent, and in tin 
Bengal Educational Service at least 40 per cent, of its total strength 
provided that for the purpose of this percentage the Men’s and thi 
Women’s Branches shall be considered as separate. Communal interes 
is not taken into consideration in promotion cases from one grade t< 
another. 

(c) The rules cited above are being observed so far as the Benga 
Senior Educational Service and Bengal Educational Service are con 
cerned. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: What was the percentage befor< 
the formation of the Public Service Commission ? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say off-hand. Ii 
the hon’ble member requires the information I will take this as e 
notice. 

« 

A Member: Will the 33$ per cent, for the Bengal Senior Educa- 
tional Service be increased in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Principle for the realisation of exemption fees from defaulting estates 
in Revenue sales in Noakhali. 

107. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the principle 
for the realisation of exemption fees from defaulting estates in Revenue 
sales held under the Noaknaii Collectorates? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the proportion of fines varies in different cases in that 
district ; 

(ii) that in some cases fines exceeding even 25 per cent, of the 
arrears were levied as exemption fees by the present Collector 
of Noakhali in the Revenue sale held in June last; 

(Hi) that about 25 per cent, of the estates which had been put up 
for sale in the Revenue sale were sold away for non-payment 
of fines by the defaulting proprietors; 

(tv) that many raiyati holdings under kh/is mahal were put up f°r 
. sale by the Collector of Noakhali in the Revenue sale held 

in June last ; and 

(v) that there exists a feeling of discontent and hardship over the 
realisation of heavy fines as exemption fees from the default* 
ing proprietors at Noakhali? 
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(c) If the answers to (b) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government consider the 
desirability of revising the rules and fixing a maximum of fine not 
exceeding 5 per cent, of the arrears? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Exemption 

fee from defaulting estates in Revenue sales are levied on the principle 
laid down in note 10 under section 18 of the Bengal Land Revenue 
Sales Act, Act XI of 1859. 

(b) ( i ) The proportion of exemption fees varies in different cases 
according to the number of previous defaults made by the proprietors 
and other circumstances. 

(ii) Yes, the percentage was exceeded slightly in two cases of 
habitual and intentional defaults. This is not in contravention of 
Board’s instruction quoted above which lays down the maximum for 
ordinary oases only. 

(in) No. 

(iv) No. Only 11 transferable raiyati jotes of which the annual 
demand exceeded Rs. 50 in each ease were put up for sale under the 
provisions of rules 5G and 58 of the Government Estates Manual after 
issue of special warning notices to the tenants, asking Ihem to put up 
the arrears. 

(v) No, but enquiry will be made. 

(c) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to question ( b ) (i), 
is it an abwab of the nature described in the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly not. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What is the rule of law governing 
this practice of levy of exemption fees? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is governed by 
the Circulars of the Board of Revenue based on section 18 of the Revenue 
Sales Act. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether section 18 authorises the levy of such fees.? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a question 
°f pure legal opinion. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answer (b) (ii), ig it 
not a fact that not only in two cases but in many cases such levy was 
made? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That may be within 
the special knowledge of the hon’ble member but Government have no 
information on the subject and I am prepared to enquire into and verify 
his statement. 

Babll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does this action on the part of 
District Officers to levy fees comes for inspection by the Divisional Com- 
missioners or by the Board of Revenue ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By the Divisional 
Commissioner, subject to the ultimate control of the Board of Revenue. 


Death of Abdul Sekh while in police custody. 

108. Babu SHYAMA PROSAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

(i) that Abdul Sekh, of village Dipnagar, police-station Raiganj, 
Dinajpur, an accused suspected in criminal case 
No. G. R. 130 of 1937, in the Dinajpur Sadar Subdivisional 
Officer’s Court, died while in the custody of the police; and 

(ii) that post-mortem examination revealed the presence of arsenic 
poison in the viscera of the deceased? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry was made in order to 
ascertain — 

(i) as to how arsenic found its place in the«viscera of the deceased 
while in the custody of the police; and 

(ii) whether it was a case of — 

(1) suicide; or 

(2) homicide? 

(c) If it was a case of homicide will the Hon’ble Minister be also 
pleased* to state the action taken by Government to trace the culprit? 

(d) If it was that of suicide, has any departmental action been taken 
against the police officer in whose custody the deceased was? 
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The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

( b ) to (i d ) The facts are briefly as follows: — 

Abdul Sekb was taken into custody by tbe police being suspected in 
case of dacoity. He made a confession to tbe police implicating him- 
flf, one Jangalu Chaukidar and certain others. In course of investiga- 
ion he was brought to the house of one Sonai Mon dal on the 
vening of 22nd February, 1937, where, among others, Jangalu 
lhaukidar was present. There Abdul was given some water to drink. 
L fter drinking this water, he vomitted once and felt very uneasy. He 
ould not take any food that night and complained of a burning sensa- 
ion in the throat. He died early next morning before any medical aid 
ould be secured* 

It was suspected to be a foul case of murder by poisoning by persons 
amed by Abdul as his associates in the dacoity of whom Jangalu 
lhaukidar was one. A case under section 302, Indian Penal Code, was 
ugtituted and thoroughly investigated, but as it could not be ascertained 
y whom the water was given to the deceased and no other definite 
!ue could be found, the police could not send up anybody for trial. 

It is proposed to take action departmentally against the police 
fficers and men concerned for not keeping a strict watch on Abdul 
bile in custody. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Why was no departmental action taken 
o long in the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because an enquiry was 
>eing held as to how the thing happened ? 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Is it a fact that as a result of this ques- 
ion the Hon’ble Minister is thinking of taking departmental action 
gainst 'the police officer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Hoes the Hon’ble Minister know 
bat the man was in perfect health before he was taken in custody ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, I believe so. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Was Jungalu Chaukidar arrested 
tfter confession made by the deceased ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for* notice. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. Was the body preserved an 
medically examined? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not sure whether 
was preserved or not, but it was medically examined, and when it wa 
medically examined I feel the body must have been preserved. 


PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Resolutions on matters of general public interest. 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (The member* spoke in Benga 
in support of the resolution of Mrs. Hashina Murshed.) 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN : I wholeli eartedly support the rest 
lution which has been moved by Mrs. Hashina Murshed. My sol 
object in doing so is that in these days of irreligion, whatever is though 
to improve the religious mindedness of people should be encouraged 
Every institution of religion has its rituals and other sanctities. To me 
a staunch Hindu, I do l>elieve that the performance of our ritualisti 
actions improve the spiritual side of the Hindus at large. Therefore 
apart from any other consideration, I do wholeheartedly support this pro 
posal and request the Hon’ble the Finance Minister although he was no 
pdeased to grant the Hindus a holiday on the 11th October, he should not 
in this case, refuse his consent to give my Muhammadan friends tb 
privilege of having a holiday on this particular occasion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention was drawn to a point on a previoui 
occasion and to that my attention has also been drawn to-day, namely 
that it would be better for the Hon’ble Minister in charge to enunciate hr 
policy with reference to a resolution at an earlier stage so that member! 
may have an advantage of not only deciding whether they should spent 
at all but also as to what they should say in the matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Before I state the 
attitude of Government, in regard to this particular resolution, I want tc 
place before the House the present position with regard to holidays 
There are 30 days’ holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act and 
Executive holidays number 13 in addition. Local holidays are 3 to U 
according to practice in different districts and Special holidays are 1 * c 
3.’ So, altogether we have on the average holidays of 50 days in this 
province. 

So far as the general question of increasing the number of holidays is 
ec*ncerned Government is opposed to it, because we already give a l& r £ e 
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number of holidays. In this particular matter there is also the considera- 
tion that if a holiday is given to commemorate the death anniversay of 
* great saint, in future this sort of demand for increasing holidays 
might he made on other occasions as well. At the same time Govern- 
ment would never like to wound the' religious susceptibilities of any 
community. So, I want to be guided by the opinion of this House and 
[ shall watch the debate and after the decision of the House is arrived 
at we shall give the matter our full consideration and declare what can be 
lone in this matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as our party is con- 
•erned we have decided 


Mr. SPEAKER: Party decision is a matter which should not be men- 
tioned in the House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tt came in incidentally. 

However, I can mention in the House that so long as the Government 
members are concerned we will not, if there is a division, take part in 
the voting; as for the rest the\ \a ill be tree to vote as they like. We 
will watch the result and take action accordingly. 

Khan Bahadur ALFAZUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support the resolu- 
tion moved by Mrs. Hashiua Murshed and 1 associate myself with the 
statement made by the mover. Sheikh Abdul Quadir Jilani is the 
greatest of Muslim saints, winy is held in great esteem in the entire 
Muslim world. Though born at Jilan in Persia, he is revered by the 
Muslim public in general on account of his erudition, piety and sanctity 
of manners. During his life-time he showed a large number of miracles 
ami lie has written many books on theology. Ilis anniversary is observed 
in great veneration by the Muslim public not only in India, but through- 
out the Muslim world. We, the Moslems, want to have an off-day for 
the observance of this ceremony. Now, Sir, so far as the Moslem public 
is concerned their prayer for a single day’s holiday is not a very unreason- 
able demand, and T think the hon’ble members of this House will agree 
^'ith me in bolding that an additional holiday should l>e granted, and I 
also appeal to the Cabinet to have this sanctioned. So far back as 179*1, 
the number of Muhammadan holidays was 96, and the number of Hindu 
holidays was 31 only, but at present the number of Moslem holidays is 
GTl] y 6, under the Negotiable Instruments Act, and two days 
8 pocial holidays, although there were six special holidays formerly 
en i°yed by the Moslems. The number of Moslem holi- 
es is thus being gradually reduced. From 96 it is reduced to 6 only. 
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This reminds me of the common Bengali proverb prevalent among tl 
Bengal peasants — if I may be allowed to speak in Bengali — 

“ fen Life 

re fe^n ” 

This means that by the constant application of his tools to a huskin 
machine, the carpenter reduced it to a weighing machine and ultimatel 
reduced it to nothing. That is actually the case with the Muhammada 
holidays. I again appeal to the hon’ble members of this House to suppoi 
this motion, and I also appeal to the Hobble Ministers to have thi 
holiday sanctioned. 

With these words I support the motion of Mrs. Ha^iina Murshed. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD AMIR ALI MIA; (The member spoke b 
Urdu in support of the motion of which the following is the Englisl 
translation) : — 

Mr. Speaker, I whole-heartedly support the motion moved bj 
Mrs. Hasina Murshed for observing the 11th of Rabi-us-Sani as « 
holiday. The 11th of Rabi-us-Sani is the blessed day on which Hazru 
Shaikh Abdul Quadir Jilani passed away. He was a saint with wliosi 
illustrious name every one, great or small, is acquainted. No saint u 
the world has attained the position enjoyed by the saint of saints 
Hazrat Shaikh Abdul Quadir Jialni. Our Prophet has said in regair 
to him : “0 Abdul Quadir, my foot is at your neck while your foot is 

at the neck of all other saints.- ” Now you may yourself consider as 
to who can call in question liis saintliness. It is said that the Shaikh 
(may the blessings of God be on him) was one day delivering a sermon 
somewhere, when all of a sudden he rose three or four feet in the air 
and said, “0 Israelite! hear the words of a follower of Muhammad”. 
So saying he resumed his seat. The people enquired of him what the 
matter was. He replied : “Khizr (the Prophet Khizr, who discovered 
and drank of the water of life, whereby he became immortal, is regard- 
ed by some as a companion of Moses) was passing by oui meeting and 
you heard whatever I said to him.” 

Sir, when weakness, overtook Islam after the death of our Prophet 
and Muslims began to be ruined, Allah sent Shaikh Abdul Quadir 
Mohiuddin Jilani for oup guidance. “Mohiuddin” means one who 
revives the faith. As the Hazrat resuscitated Islam he has been given 
the title of “Mohiuddin.” 

Briefly speaking, you have come to know the high rank to which 
the saint belonged. Fateha Yazdahum is the day of annually comme- 
morating him. Muslims all the world over give offerings and offer 
prayers in his name and regard that as a source of blessing. It bears 
a perfect resemblance to the Fateha Duwazdahuin on ^vhich day 
anniversary of the Prophet is observed and which is a public holiday* 
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Sir, on the Yazdahum, as on the Fateha Duwazdahum, celebrations 
take place when accounts of Hazrat Mohiuddin’s life are explained to 
the people and lectures are delivered. Many Mussalmans offer prayers 
on the 11th of every month in addition to those on the 11th of Rabi-us- 
Sani. But it is a pity that there is no holiday in Government offices 
on the 11th of Rabi-us-Sani. You may imagine what must pass in the 
minds of persons in service who, while their other brethren would be 
busy in commemorating the memory of their saint, would be working 
in offices. 

With these few words I request all the members to second the resolu- 
tion. Amen ! 

A member: Sir, does not the hon’ble member know Bengali? We 
are not able to follow him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know the member is to speak in a language 
in jvhich he is proficient, and I take it that he is not able to speak either 
in Bengali or in English. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it may be 
that anything I might say may irritate some of my friends on this 
side of the House and it may also be that the Government may consider 
me as one who is prepared to disobey the instructions given to members 
of the party, because I feel that silence on my part after the presenta- 
tion of my religion in this House which has fallen to the lot of one 
who, unfortunately, is ignorant of the basic principles of what a 
Muslim is and should be, would be wrong. It is a pity that the 
Government did not decide to deal with the matter departmentally, 
and it is a greater pity that the Hon’ble Member for the Women’s 
Constituency of Calcutta, did not withdraw her resolution when she 
was asked to do so. In such circumstances, Sir, people, who believe 
in their faith and who believe in its purity, find themselves in a 
difficult’ position. As a Muslim, the Qur’an tells me to declare what 
I feel and, therefore, even now if the hon’ble mover of this motion 
]s prepared to withdraw it, I am prepared not to go further. 

I shall take up the Islamic point of view in regard to this resolu- 
tion later, but, Sir, the explanation placed before the House by the 
Hon’ble the Minister for Finance is one that we have to take into 
consideration. I have always felt, Sir, that there is a plethora of 
holidays in this country of ours ; the courts, the university, the schools 
a od other public institutions are closed for almost half the year. As 
Gie Hon’ble Minister for Finance told us just now there were holidays 
* or 50 days in the year in Bengal. If we went on increasing them 
at this space perhaps we shall not find the 365 days of the year sufficient 
° r the purpose. If the Qadiriya tariqat (Path) of which the hon’ble 
1110Ver seems to be a member has to be given precedence over others/ 1 
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am certain that the Chishtiya, the Naqshbandia and the Rifaiya toil 
also demand an equal position. Every follower of a tariqat (Path 
will demand the first place for his spiritual chief. There may also b 
some among my brothers here who may feel that the Maulviya am 
the Sanousiya should also be brought in. I do not see why, if thi 
thing is taken to its logical conclusion, we should not have a holiday 
for the anniversary of the Saint in Ajmer and further for local sainti 
in Calcutta, in Murshidabad and elsewhere in Bengal. How are w< 
then goipg ; {o look at this affair in the proper and sensible way? Sir 
this resolution ought not to be accepted by the House on grounds oj 
public policy as well as on grounds of Islam. I may be allowed ti 
speak with some -authority on the subject. I may not have a very lon^ 
beard and I may not have the status to speak which people seem tf 
possess under the title of, what is known as, an alim (a man learnec 
in theology), but I do not yield to any one in coming to a condusiou 
over questions of my religion. Islam does not believe in priesthood. 
Every Muslim has the right to speak out his mind The “tariqab 
(paths)” of which so much has been heard to-day, are according to me, 
positively opposed to the teachings of my Prophet. There were no 
tariqats (paths) in his day nor for a very long time after he left this 
world. These tariqats are the outcome of the influence of Persian and 
Hindu philosophy over the tine teachings of Islam. I believe, Sir, 
that these schools of mysticism and their subsequent and later develop- 
ments in Tndia have led us, through an association of a thousand 
years, to become idolaters. This mentality has to be changed ; it ha^ 
to he destroyed loot and branch, otherwise, 1 do not see any future for 
Islam or for the Exaltation of the Truth in this land where it is the 
duty of every Muslim to carry (hod’s Word to those who are not yet 
within the fold of Islam. If we allow ourselves to be manoeuvered into 
a position which is almost akin to idolatry, that is worship of the saints, 
worship of mausoleums, worship of pseudo-Pirs who do not. understand 
the meaning of Islam, worship of people who claim to cure all diseases 
by means of incantations and charms, worship of persons who collect 
money out of ignorance of my poor co-religionists our progress ’down- 
wards shall never be arrested. If I had the power I would hang all 
the so-called Pir and Pir-Wor, shippers by the nearest lamp post. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After adjournment. 

. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I beg to move that the 
question be now put. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddicji has not yet finished his speech. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHAMAN 3IDDIQI; Sir, speaking as one who has 
isited almost all the important holy places of Islam and having bene- 
ited out of the company of learned Muslims, I declare that my religion 
[oes not believe in middlemen or agents to approach the Diety. I 
an go straight to my Creator. He Himself has told us “this day we 
Lave perfected your faith for you and have completed our bounties and 
dessings upon you.” We, therefore, need no new light, ©urs is a 
•eligion, perfect. I have visited 'Mecca, I have visited Medina, I have 
risited Quds Sharif (Jerusalem), the tomb of Ifazrat* Aiyab Aft sari, in 
[stanbul and right from down to all the sanctuaries in Syria, Palestine 
md Egypt. I yield to none iu my respect, in my, honour and in my 
levotion to the great work these divine leaders of Islam have done. 
Shaikh Abdul Q$dir Jilani, is one of the greatest but not the only 
me in Islam. It is not the tariqats that constitute Islam. Islam was 
Derfeeted for us long before them and, therefore, I believe that we 
should catch hold of the Hope of Allah with both our hands direct 
without anyother agency. Eor these reasons, Sir, I appeal to my 
Muslim brothers to remove from the midst of Islamic society the so- 
•alled Pirs and self-constituted agents of the Almighty. We are 
followers of a faith which is democratic and those who have eyes to 
see will realise that the influence of these Pirs and so-called leaders 
jf religious opinion, has brought us down, has dragged us into the 
miie and has almost led us to the view that there is no purity, no glory, 
no greatness in the original teachings of ihe Faith. Therefore, Sir, 
not because one day is to he added to the aheady o() holidays in this 
province, not because the Muslims are likely to gain one more day, but 
because I consider that the mentality and the psychology behind this 
resolution is such that it is an insult and a disgrace to the name of 
Islam. Speaking as a Muslim, speaking as one who has a right to 
serve God in his own humble way in accordance with the teachings of 
the true faith, I appeal to my Muslim brothers to look at things from 
the proper perspective. Let a fatwa be declared against me, let them 
attack me physically, let them even kill me for if I die uttering these 
words I shall have attained skahadat , martyrdom. I believe, Sir, that 
fbe time has come when Muslims should declare themselves to be 
Muslims and not followers of extraneous principles alien to the spirit 
°f Islam, which have nothing to do with the Qur’an or the teachings 
of our Prophet. I do hope that my Muslim- brothers' on this side of 
ike House will throw this resolution out lock,' stock and barrel. 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Supported the 
^solution and delivered a speech in Bengali of which the following is 
an English translation : — 

• 

Mr. Speaker, in supporting the resolution moved by the Hon’ble 
Is> Hasina Murshed, I would like first to explain to all the importance 
an( l the history of the matter. In the Islamic world of divines Hazrflt. 
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Muhiuddin Sheikh Abdul Qader Jilani stands very high. Owing 1 
his uncommon spiritual influence thousands of person took shelte 
under Islam. He left behind him the bright example of the heighl 
■of spiritual attainment to which man can climb by dint of practice an 
/devotion. After him, his disciples engaged in preaching religion i 
•different parts of the world. It is said that Hazrat Sheikh Muhiuddi 
Chisti, wjiile a boy, received his blessings and in later ages came to l 
known as a great saint. Although this is open to historical controvert 
no doubt is entertained as to ,4he authenticity of another of Hazra 
Muinuddin’s preceptors known as Sheikh Sahabuddin Suhrawardy bein 
a disciple of Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qader Jilani. Thus we find tha 
Hazrat Jhlani is the preceptor of Khwaja Sahib’s preceptor. Thi 
Khwaja of A] mere came to India during the latter part of the 5t 
.century of the Hijri era and kindled the light of Islam in India. 

On the 11th day of the lunar month of Jamadi-us-Sani, the sain 
who is celebrated as the preceptor of the line of saints breathed hi 
•last. The Moslems generally call this day the 11th Sharif, i.e., 0 th 
11th holy day. On this day pious Moslems distribute sweets and giv 
away other things in charity. They offer prayers for the peace am 
happiness of the holy soul of the Great Pir and the Holy Souls of othe 
Pirs and discuss their holy lives. On account of his having departei 
to heaven on the 11th day of the lunar month of Rabi-us-Sani religiou 
•ceremonies are held in various places on the 11th day of every luna 
month to commemorate the said event. Hence, it is quite desirabli 
ihat a holiday should be granted for the purpose of elevating one’s roll 
gious life through the commemoration of the life and work of thi: 
great saint. Bengal has a population in which Moslems preponderate 
and only six holidays are given to Moslems. A day added to this 
would, iudeed, make for justice. 

My hon’ble friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has indeed spoken 
disparagingly of the Moslem Pirs. This is really objectionable. It 
is the Pirs, religious guides, walis and Darvishes who preached Islam 
all over the world. Even now, it is these saints to whom the* whole 
credit should be given for whatever preaching is being done in regard 
to Islam. Mr. Siddiqi ought to know that among the Moslem saints 
who came to India on a mission of preaching religion, the great saint 
Hazrat Muinuddin Chisti of A j mere was the foremost. He was the 
disciple of Sheikh Abdul Qader Jilani, as well as of Hazrat Sahabuddin 
Suhrawardy. He converted as many as one lakh of persons to Islam. 
Hazrat Bakhtiar Kaki of Delhi was his disciple. Hazrat Fariduddin 
Ganje Shakar of Multan was a disciple of Hazrat Bakhtiar Kaki. 
Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia Delhi was a disciple of Hazrat Fariduddin 
Ganje Shakar. Hazrat Akhi Seraj of Gaur, Bengal, was a diciple 
Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia. Makjiadum Alaul Huq of Pandua was a 
disciple of Hazrat Akhi Setaj., Nurkutb-i-Alam was Makhdum AlanI 
iTuq’s son. These and their disciples spread Islam in Bengal and in 
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various places in India. The great saint Shah Badr-i-Alam Badai 
Shah’s contribution to Islam in Bengal beggars description. Owing 
to Hazrat Sheikh Sharfuddin Muniri’s efforts lakhs of people an Bihai 
got shelter under Islam. 

It is indeed extremely astonishing that Mr., Siddiqi has taken 
delight in finding fault with such saints. It is to these saints that 
Mr. SiddiqF-and ^e owe all our. pride and glory a^TVIoslems. It will 
be sheer ungratefulness to deny that we have received the gifts oi 
Islam by virtue of the spiritual labour and devotion of these saints whc 
engaged in missionary w r Ork. He is aware of the fact that antagonists 
of Islam proclaim that it was preached by means of the sword. He is 
also aware that this is without any foundation. The Quoran nevei 
sanctions the pveaclung of religion hv force. On the contrary, there 
are strict .injunctions in the Quoran for the propagation of Islam bj 
preaching. I would request Mr. Siddiqi to go through Dr. Arnold’s 
“Preaching of Islam” and rectify his mistake, Mr. Siddiqi has dubbec 
tl;e Pirs as^ hypocrites, self-seekers and avaricous. lie also spoke oi 
persons as bringing a slur upon Islam through their worship of Pirs 
r iu this my reply is that a few of the Pirs and Fakirs may he selfish 
hypocrites and cheats. But it should be considered as a fatal mistalo 
to blame the whole lot for the faults of a few. There are Governmen 1 
officers who accept bribes, hut this is no reason why the whole service 
should be regarded as being open to corruption. Mi. Siddiqi has 
spoken qf Pir worship, hut those who are real Pirs are unwilling ever 
to accept salams and the kissing of the feet, not to speak of being 
worshipped. 

The Holy Saint of Islam, whose death anniversary is sought to b< 
commemorated by the motion for holiday was the ideal saint of Shariat 
and I hope that the House will pay respect to a great saint by support 
mg this motion for holiday on the day of his sad demise. 

(At this stage many members rose in their seats to speak.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: The closuie has already been moved, and I mus 
now put the closure motion to the vote. 


Mrs. HAS1NA MURSHEP: Can I not exercise my right of reply 
Sir ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No; when the closure motion is put there is m 
r ^‘ht of reply. 

The question that the question he now put was then put and agreei 
to. 
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Therresolution-of $frs. Hasina Murshed was then put and a division 
taken, witji tjie followip g resaws i— * ~ 

AY&S. 


Abdul Rari, Maulvi.~ 

Abdpl Hafli, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hakim yikranyiurl, Mr. Mi. 

ANul Hamid, Mr. A. M. .«* 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivf. 

Abdul dabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kad§< Mr. ' 

Abdul Karim Mr. 

Abdul Latlf Biswas, Maulvi. 

Ablul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. . 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abdulla-At M ah mood, Mr. 

Afcdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
AhdurRaschid Mahmaod, Mr. 

Abdur Raul, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

AbdurRauf, Mr. 8hah. 

Abdul Shahid, Maulvi Md. 

Abldur Raza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abu Honain 8arkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hosafn, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abal Quasam, Maulvi. 

Aeharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta of 
Mujktafacha, Mymensinfh. 

AfthbAlC Mr. 

Aflab Hdlain Joardar, MaulcL 

Ahmad Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayatpuri. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yed. 

Alfazyddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadnr. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir All, Md. Mia. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Banarjaa, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Prlya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Banna, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipati. 

Barman, Babu Sbyama Proiad. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Santoth Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda handra. 

Biiwaa Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biiwat, Mr. 8urandra Nath. 

Bota, Mr. Sarat Chnadra. 

Ohakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr datindra Nath. 

Chattopadbyay. Babu Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Chippandala, Mr. J. w. 

Dat, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Dai, Babu Radhanath. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Kirlt Bhutan. 


Du, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dai Bupta, Babu Khafondra Nath, 

Dm Bupta, Mr. Narindra Nath../ 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Min Mira. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Farhad Razi Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

F»{hut Bafto Rhanpm, Begum. 

Fazlul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Gho«i r Mr. Atul|Krlshaa. 

Biaiuddin Ah mid, Mr. *» 

Giasuddin A hand Choudhury, Mr. * 

Gdlam Sarwar Hotaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Griffiths, Mr, C. 

.Gupta, Mr. iio(esh Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. . 

Haflzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8yod. 
Hasunuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hatina Murahid, Mrs. 

Hatimally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed. 

Jatimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Khaitan, Mr. Dobl Proiad. 

Khan, Mr. Debandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. lawar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoiain, Mr. 

Moihin AM, Mr. Md. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mahummad Afzal, Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8yed. 
Muhammad Isha^ua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Dr. Syed. 

Muhammad Solafman, Mr. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Sri jut AshutMh. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Mustafa All Dawan Shahlb, Mr. 

Nasarullph, Nawabzada K. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Pratanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinleharan. 
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Unytt, Mr. luaiki Stkfcar. 

Mu, Baku Nac«i*fa*« ifc. 

8«r«Jul Islam, Rtr. * 

•hababuddin, Mr. Kfawajt,.8. B. E. 

„ 'Shahs Sail, Mr. 

SfMntsMdin Ahmtf Khandk#r, Mr.* 

Sinfha, Baku ksBstra Nath. 

* Sinha f 8djut Mafiiadra Bhusan. 

Sur, Mr. Hariadra Nmnar. 

Tamizuddin Khan, NJaujvi. 

Tapurfah, Ral Bahadur Moongtu Lall. 

Thahur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

West, Mri.,Ellsn. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

NOES. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Muhammad AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Mukammad Ibrahim, MaulvL 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

I he Ayes being 150 and Noes 8, the motion was carried. 
Resolution No. 4 being called was not moved. 

Mi*. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
l] view of the provisions of section 96, are we not entitled to claim 
hat the resolution is the pioperty of the House? 

. Mr. SPEAKER; So long as it is not moved it is not the property » 
J the Souse. If the mover had moved it, then ii would have been- 
he property of the House. 


Rahman, Khan Babtdar A. M. L. 
Rajibuddln Tarpfdar, Maulvi. 
Rsmtzuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. ilrtndra Kishors. 
Roy, Bahu Patiram. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Klshori P«tl. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 
Isfiruddln Ahmad, Hail, 
lalim, Mr. 8. A. 

dnaullah, Al-Haj Maulana Dir. 


ibdur Rahman Siddiqf, Mr. 
ibdur Razzak, Maulvi. 
bul Hashing Maulvi. 
hmed Hosain, Mr. 


Maulvi ABDUL WAHED; (The member spoke in Bengali of 
vhicli tlie following is an English translation): — 


Mr. Speaker, with your permission 1 beg to move that immediate 
^ taken for increasing ibe salaries of the process-servers in 
ccoi dance with the recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee. 
11 ’ I -Propose to dwell briefly upon this resolution of mine. 


Io show mercy towards the destitute, to punish the wicked and 
0 protect the law-abiding constitute the policy followed by every 
:lvillze d Government. But in my opinion that Oo\ eminent deserves 
greater credit which carefully investigates the reasons why a man 
koines wicked or had and loses his character and then adopts remedial 
a sines (not repressive ones) to convert the wicked into gentle, the 
'<*< into the good and the bad character into a good one. A move in 
, lls ( |' lee ti { >n by our present Government will be most suitable under 

e circumstances. * 


e Civil Justice Committee has made strong recommendations in 
Q l ' V ° Ul increasing the salaries of the process-servers. I hope the 
! s 7 an d the Hon’ble Minister in charge will not oppose this 
&l dion for giving effect to those recommendations. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I rise to oppose thi 
'motion with all the vehemence and with all the emphasis that I cn 
command. I will do great injustice not only to myself as the owiu 
*of a little landed property, hut to any village folk if I lend my suppoi 
to this, obnoxious resolution. The process-servers are a gang* i 
robbers. I^say here on the floor of this Ifouse from my person; 
experience what they generally do. They generally go to a pot 
man’s house with a summons. It is their usual custom first of a 
to take the minimum illegal fee of at least Rs. 2 fyom each individu; 
house they visit in course of their tour. Tn the winter* season the 
snatch away the only blanket which the poor man has to cover hii 
with. Not only that: they must be well-fed even by depiiving th 
children of the house of their small portion of the fo c wl they can atTor 
to make curry with. Sir, I should not only give the destructive sid 
of this question. I do not know the recommendations of the Cm 
Justice Committee nor do I care to read the recommendations of tli- 
Civil Justice Committee. I would suggest to ihe Hon’ble Minnie 
in charge all at once that this question can easily be solved throng] 
post office, through union hoards, through t lianas and that can be dam 
more efficiently, more conveniently and moio economically. Sii, i 
summons are sent under registered cover to individual persons tlia 
will he duly delivered by the peon to the man addressed. Sir, the* 
not only cheat poor people, but they cheat Government as well. Oi 
every occasion if they go to realise a certain decretal amount from ; 
certain person, they take some brilie of some Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 and the) 
safely come hack to the headquarters and say that nothing’' moveahk 
is found in the house of the man in question. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you counted the number of resolutions in thb 
agenda and if I remember aright the number was 28. Sir, look at the 
gang of these people in Calcutta who are moving w r ith these resolu- 
tions. One man actually approached me and gave me a similar reso- 
lution for my signature. I refused it and told him point blank that 
I would oppose this motion, and consistent with my talk with that 
particular man I oppose this motion and I hope that all members 
having property in the mufassil will oppose this motion and turn it 
down within, say, another 10 minutes. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose this motion. 


MauJvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (The member spoke in Bengali 
ii support of the motion, of which the following is an English 
ti anslation) : — 

Mr. Speaker, my hon’ble friend Maulvi Abdul Wahed while 

moving his resolution for increasing the salaries of the process-servers 
Said that Government’s policy should be to help the poor and to p ullU ^ 
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and protect the wicked and the good, respectively. Hence, the plain 
meaning of the resolution is that steps should be taken to correct the 
faults and lapses on the part of the process-servers by increasing their 
pay and thereby removing their pecuniary wants. I whole-heartedly 
support this resolution^ Even the fundamental principle of politics 
is to prepare the ground for developing civic consciousness in a man 
by ameliorating his pecuniary circumstances and thus produce ideal 
citizens. But unfortunately we, in Bengal, never car© to regenerate 
the degraded nature of a man by removing the predisposing* factors. 
On the contrary we render a man’s life absolutely miserable by giving 
undue publicity to his weakness and drawbacks. 

The Civil Justice Committee upon whose recommendations the 
mover has based *his resolution was composed ot both official and non- 
dficial members. Great jurists like Sir George Rankin, Sir Tejbahu- 
;lur Sapru and others after long and close investigations set forth 
their recommendations for improving the lot ot (he process-serves in 
the* pages 166-67 of their Report. After these unanimous recommen- 
dations of the Civil Justice Committee any further discussion on the 
subject of increasing the salaries of the process-servers in to-day’s 
session of the Assembly seems to be superfluous and redundant. Sir, 
ux \ ears back Sir William Prentice, the then Home Member, and a 
breigner entirely agreed to the proposal for increasing the salaries 
of the process-servers and on the floor of this very House declared 
that Government were unable to give effect to the proposal simply 
because of financial stringency. Now that the children of the soil 
have been entrusted with the reins of Government, it is only natural 
b expect that they will carry into practice t lie recommendation of the 
Civil Justice Committee and amelioiate the rendition of the process- 
servers who are none other than their own countrymen. Sir, for the 
information of the hon’ble memlx'.rs of this House pages 16G-G7 from 
die Report of the Committee were separately printed and distiibuted 
b each pme of them. But still I quote the relevant portion of the 
Report. Tn some places ill Bengal the process-server has a scale of 
pay stalling from Rs. 18 and rising up to Rs. 22. In other places 
a wale of pay from Rs. 16 to Rs. 20 has been fixed. This is indeed 
an extremely poor scale and is entirely responsible for exposing the 
poor process-server to corruption. The Report further states that the 
^pes of f} le process-servers have received due consideration in Bombay 
"Wre the inferior class of process-server has been allowed a scale of 
Pay from Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 and . the superior class has been granted 
Maximum pay of Rs. 50. The prospect of higher pay lias attracted 
onest and capable' men to the posts of process-servers and heightened 
e status of the process-server in public estimation. Thus in the 
ombay Presidency nobody now bears of any evil practices existing 
am °ng the process-servers. The authors of the Report have also 
ft dtuied to the amount of process fee, viz., Rs. 30,24,484, realized hi 
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Bengal in 1922 and suggested that out of the net profit, vi? 
Rs. 18,00,000, an amount should be earmarked in the budget f 
meeting the increments in salary that may be allowed to the proces 
servers. 

Sir, in 1936, a net profit of Rs. 20,000,000 was made out of tl 
total amount of process fees realized. I think it will not be out < 
place here for me to enquire of the Hon’ble Finance Minister as 1 
which fund this amount of profit has been appropriated to. It 
therefore, idle to trot out a plea of financial stringency in the math 
of increasing the salary of the process-server. 

Sir, mV hon’ble friend Maulvi Jalaluddin Haslipmy has taken 
strong exception to the proposal for increasing the process-servei ’ 
salary. His ground is that any increase in the salary of proces,' 
servers will further strengthen the hands oi a class of persons who* 
oppression in extorting bribes has been proverbial. My reply to it i 
that process-servers are not the only servants of the Government c 
Bengal who are guilty of accepting bribes. And for this habit o 
theirs il is the pleaders and muktears in the country who are firs 
responsible. It is they who offer bribes to the process-servers wit! 
a view to obtain favourable reports from them on behalf of thei 
clients. The value of service received by members of the legal pro 
fession from the process-servers is many times greater than the paltr 
amount of bribe they give to them. But it is these legal practitioner 
again who turn round and accuse the process-servers of acceptin' 
bribes ! Let them rectify their own defects and lead the way for th< 
process-servers. 

Sir, I deem it a greater offence to offer bribes than accept them 
We should, therefore, direct our efforts towards checking the tendency 
for offering bribes and the temptation to accept it will automatically 
stop. On 3rd March 1935, the Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid in reply tc 
the question to Maulvi Abdul Hakim said in the Council that during 
five years preceding the year 1935, 59 Government officers were charged 
with perpetrating unlawful oppression and accepting bribes. This 
number did not include Police constables and Jail warders. Among 
these 59 persons there were officers of 20 different departments of 
Government beginning from District Magistrates, Police Superinten- 
dents down to clerks in the Collectorate and sub-tahasildars. I want 
to inform my hon’ble friend Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy that not a 
single process-server was included in this group of officers charged 
with accepting bribes. Lastly, my humble suggestion to my friend 
is that his proposal for dismissing the whole lot of process-servers and 
delegating to other officers the task entrusted to them cannot be enter- 
tained, because the peculiar nature of the process-servers work and 
the responsibility attached to it will baffle all efforts of those who 
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might happen to try their hands at it. All that is necessary under 
the circumstances is to enhance the scale of pay for the process-servers 
so as to enable*them to steer clear of wants and privations. With 
these words I support the resolution for increasing the process-server’s 
salaiy. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN: Sir, my friend 
Mr. Abdul Wahed of Boka inagar, has brought in a motion for increas- 
ing the pay of the process-servers and in support of his proposal he has 
given a very nice idea of the reason why these people should have an 
increment in their salary. He says W 'S * ” but whether 
these process-servers are “§£’* wicked people or whether they are 
honest f do not know. If they are wicked people, I do not 

think any one will support them; but if, on the other hand, they are 
very civil and honest people, then I hope the whole House and the Gov- 
ernment should step in and try lev better the condition of these people . 
Unfortunately, my friend who has proposed the motion and my friend 
v. ho has supported it have not read the report of the Civil Justice Com- 
mittee. The report of the Civil Justice Committee contains certain 
recommendations. If those recommendations are accepted by Govern- 
ment, we will have to dismiss one and all of these officers. If you 
would ask us to accept the recommendation ot the Civil Justice Com- 
mittee in all seriousness, we would be quite prepared to accept it and 
recruit a better class of people in place of the existing ones with higher 
pay and prospects who will not be subjected to any condemnation and 
from whom better work may be expected. I would ask my friends to 
lead that Report and consider the recommendations actually made 
therein, and if the time of the Council is wasted by us in giving 
harangue from one side with corresponding harangue from the other 
side, I think we shall not be doing justice to the time that has been 
allotted to us. Sir, that being the ease, I now ask my friends to let 
me know whether they desire that we should give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Civil Justice Committee. If that is not their desire 
and if they like to see that these people perpetuate the wrongs that 
they are doing as my friends have alleged — and I have still doubt as 
to those allegations — 1 would hesitate, to help them. But I hope now 
things will be better managed and my friends will now think of with- 
drawing the resolution. If they do not, 1 can read before the House 
that part of the Civil Justice Committee’s Report which refers to these 
process-servers. It runs thus : **But whatever be the nature of the 
supervision exercised over the work of the process-servers, it seems 
to us to be impossible to expect honest and intelligent work from 
'he class of men which it is possible to recruit in the process-iserving 
establishment on the scale of pay at present in force.” The Report 
further says that if a more literate class of people is recruited, as » 
B( >uihay, on a superior scale of pay and better prospects, it is possible 
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to give them training in the nature of their duties and test their fitnesi 
for responsible work. I do not like to read the whole of this, but fron 
these two sentences alone I think you will know what is the actua 
report of the Committee, and I hope that after what I have said m\ 
friend will consider the position of the present process-servers. Ther< 
are over four thousand process-servers at present, and I do not desir< 
that they should be deprived of their livelihood. Will it not add to tin 
number of unemployed if by one stroke of pen these people are dispenset 
with? So instead of referring to the Report of the Civil Justice Com 
mittee if it was simply urged that their pay should be increased, wt 
could have considered that : but if you ask me to accept the recommem 
dation of the Committee’s Report, it is not possible to help the process 
servers. Under the circumstances, Sir, I would aslc my honourabh 
friend to withdraw his resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKER: Sir, I want to 
a few words and 1 want to seriously appeal to my friend Mr. ’Abdul 
Walied Bokainagari to withdraw his motion not because the process- 
servers do not deserve such encouragement but because of financial 
considerations. I am very sorry, Sir, that some of the speakers have 
depicted the process-servers in the blackest colour. They are after all 
our own men and we have no justification for treating them with such 
contempt. But, Sir, since the publication of the Report of the Civil 
Justice Committee J understand that the Government have considered 
their position and increased their rate of pay and have given them a 
higher rate of pension than they used to get before. The pensionary 
rate, before the Civil Justice Committee made its recommendation, 
was Rs. 4 and that has been increased to Rs. 8 and their salaries lune 
also been increased and now the grade is Rs. 10 — 20. The grades in 
Madras are Rs. 14 and 15 and those in Patna Rs. 10, 11, 12 and 15. 
By that I do not, of course, mean to say that they are in very affluent 
circumstances, but I ask you to consider the financial effect o.f the 
scheme. Even if an increment of Re. 1 is given to each process-server, 
it will entail a recurring expenditure of Rs. 50,000 and that it will not 
end here. As soon as you have increased the salaries of these process- 
servers, you will have to increase the salaries of other menials too. 
After taking over charge of the Government of this province we have 
not been able to do anything for the rural population. I, therefore, 
beg of you to give us time to settle our programme regarding rural 
reconstruction, before you put forw r ard the grievances of process-servers 
and other ill-paid servants of the State, and if after a year or two hence 
out resources permit us, then, Sir, we shall he able to consider the 
lot of those Government servants who really deserve sympathetic con- 
sideration. But, I may say that in the next year’s budget — we should 
like honourable members to understand this — it will not be possible to 
provide for any increment in the salaries of any Government servants, 
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and I would ask my friend Mr. Bokainagari to withdraw his resolution. 
When the time comes, _we shall certainly sympathetically consider the 
lot of these under-paid servants of the State. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8HAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: I beg to move- 
that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government Estates Manual 
1)0 so amended as to make provision for Ihe following, namely: — 

( i ) that salami in the ease of settlement of lands in Government 
Estates (Khas Mahals) be fixed at the rate of Re. 1 to Rs. 3 
per acre; and 

(//) that the present system of rent ]>er acre be lowered to at the 
rale of Re. 1 to Rs. 3, 

according to the nature and value of the land to be settled. 

•(The Member spoke in Bengali in support of his resolution.) 

The House was then adjourned for If) minutes. 

(After adjournment with Mr. Deputy Speaker in ihe Chair.) 


MauIVi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to second the resolution 1 would deal with two points: first, the 
question of salami and second, the question of rent with which is 
involved the policy of settling and realising rents of lands not tit for 
cultivation and also the policy of enhancing rents in Khas Mahal. 

Sir, there was no system of realising salami in Khas Mahal. Only 
12 or 15 years ago, this was introduced by the Board of Revenue. Sir, 
under this system lands cannot be settled with poorer agriculturists 
who are really deserving. But still some of them borrow money at an 
exorbitant rate of interest from money-lenders and pay the salami for 
lands- which in some cases are not tit for cultivation. Sir, in many 
cases it is found that the settlement holders had to build houses — not 
exactly houses but machans and live in extremely unhealthy and unsafe 
surroundings with no arrangement for good drinking water and fall 
victims to kala-azar, cholera, malaria and other diseases and some of 
them are even eaten up by tigers and crocodiles. Sir, the tenants lose 
hall of the members of their family in reclaiming these newly settled 
lunds. It can be just imagined what the position of the settlement 
holders would be, when, after so many years of labour, privations and 
sufferings, the mahajan suddenly pounces upon them and takes away 
the land when it is just fit for cultivation. This state of things has 
ex pressed itself clearly in a well-known proverb prevalent in our country- 
side “F* Sffa ^ CHCT 3TC k*” That is, char at its earliest stage 

en joyed by birds such as cranes and ultimately by thugs , that is, 
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people who cheat the cultivators. The cultivators, who by the sw< 
ot their brow improve their lands, do not remain to enjoy them whi 
unfortunately pass away from their hands. So, Sir, this system 1 
operated very harshly on the poor agriculturists and on the origii 
settlement holders, and I submit that Government is responsible i 
this miserable state of affairs which must be stopped forthwith. 


Sn*, i will come next to the policy of settling lands not yet fit f 
cultivation and being still under water or under thick jungles whi 
has created havoc upon the Khas Mahal tenantry. The demand f 
lands is very heavy, Sir and there is a mad rush, I should say f 
settleinent of lands without caring at all for the consequences. S 
it is the Khas Mahal authorities who are really to be blamed for settlii 
such lands and not the poor people who rush headlong only to me 
with grief and sheer loss. Sir, not only salami but rents also a 
realised for lands which are not fit for cultivation. Consequently aft 
some years tenants are no longer able to pay, and so it is not only tl 
Mahajans, who purchase the lands, but Government also have to pu 
chase lands for arrears of rent and that for a single pice. Sir, tliei 
partially reclaimed lands are generally purchased by the Governmei 
at one pice and the Government do not stop there. * Then again G<r 
ernment, harass the tenants for realisation of the arrears and attach tl 
movables of the tenants under certificate proceedings. So the tenai 
loses all that he had in expectation of getting more. It is high timi 
Sir, that this inhuman policy has to be entirely changed and replace 
by a more generous and humane one. 


Now, Sir, I would come to the question of rate of rent. In all th 
Khas Mahals, the rent some 30 years ago was substantially lower tha 
the zemindari rent, but unfortunately the periodical revisional settle 
meats have raised the rents to such an extent that they are now substan 
tially highei than the zemindari rents. Even when the prices of crop 
had gone down abnormally and the tenants were dragging a miserabl 
state of existence, ill-fed and ill-clad during the days of depression, th 
Re visional Settlement Officers went on merrily increasing the rent 
without caring a fig for section 35 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. ! 
would say Sir, that “when Rome was burning Nero was fiddling*. ’ 
Ihese Settlement Officers, I should say, these over-zealous officers hav< 
brought discredit upon the entire revenue policy of the Governmeni 
and have caused disaffection among the Khas Mahal tenants. Govern- 
ment instead of being an ideal zemindar has turned out to be a zabardasi 
one (Hear, Hear) and it has to take the help of ex-military men and 
(jurkhas for realisation of ordinary arrears of rent. In our district one 
ex-military man who is blind of one eye is working as a special officer 
for realisation of rents and for his oppressions he is described as a 
c*f 3 (blind genii). He is a terror to the tenants who have to 
sSll their ripe and unripe paddy at a rate less than their market value 
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for fear of oppression and for the sake of izzat , however small it may 
he considered Jby that officer, and that very officer gets appreciation 
from the Board of Revenue and is described as an officer of infinite 
resources. 

In some parts of the province, Khas Mahal rents, for example the 
24-Parganas, Sundarbans, Government accepted as fair and equitable 
the apparently exorbitant rale of rent of the raiyots, fixed by the tenure- 
holders during the boom prices of paddy. In many cases joint peti- 
tions of tenure-holders and tenants for reduction of rent was summarily 
rejected and the tenure-holders’ rents were fixed on the basis of the 
paper rent which was never realised. It will be a pity, if this state of 
things is allowed to continue in the Khas Mahal administration even 
after the assumption of office by our popular Ministers. We do 
expect a change, Sir, at the earliest and we want early indication of 
that change. Revisional settlement proceedings in Khas Mahal are 
still being continued with unabated zeal by the Special Settlement 
Officer whose only duty he thinks to he to increase the Government 
le venue at any cost and they only justify their existence by that 
method. These officers, I submit Sir, should go. 1 do not understand 
why along with the stoppage of district settlement operations this 
revisional minor settlement proceedings should not also be stopped forth- 
with, as the minor settlement operations are, in my opinion, a greater 
evil than the major. Sir, it should be definitely settled that there 
should be no revisional settlement of rent within fifty years. The 
entire settlement staff should be disbanded and at once; the post of the 
Director of Land Records and the Settlement Officers drawing high 
salaries shotild be abolished. The saving thus made which will amount 
to at least Rs. 10 or 12 lakhs should be utilised for other beneficent 
measures. The Board of Revenue, I submit Sir, will be able to 
manage things without a Director of Land Records and Settlement 
Officers. The Collector of a district can very well, with the help of 
the Khas Mahal staff, deal with newly formed lands, I mean the char 
lands. ‘If the zemindars can do without revisional settlement opera- 
tions, I do not understand why the Khas Mahal would require it. So 
1 would only conclude by saying that salami should be abolished. If 
it is not possible to abolish it altogether, it should be reduced to a veij' 
considerable extent and lands must not be settled when they are not 
fit for cultivation, and if Government consider it necessary, a scale of 
progressive rate of rent can be determined according to the nature of 
the lands by the Colletcor himself and not by Special Settlement 
Officers who are generally unsympathetic and who always justify their 
existence by increasing the rents. 

With these words, I appeal to Government for immediate ac.tion in 
fhe matter. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI 5 Sir, I move that the question be now put. • 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think that this question ha 
been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to giv 
my wholehearted support to the resolution which has been so abl 
moved by my friend Mr. Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Hosaini and sup 
ported by Mr. Abdul Wahed Khan. Sir, coming as I do from tha 
part of the district of Noakhali, namely, Sandwip and TIatiya whic; 
alone contributes about Rs. 5 lakhs as revenue to Khas Mahal am 
Rs. 30,000 as cess, I think I can say something about the Khas Malm 
administration at least in that part of the country. Sir, the Khas Maha 
administration in the district of Noakhali is anything but satisfactory 
and T must make it clear that every word that has beeft uttered by th 
mover and the supporter is perfectly true. There has been little or m 
exaggeration in what they have said in the course of their debate. A 
I have already said that Sandwip and Hat iy a alone — only two sinal 
thanas — contribute alxnit Rs. 5 lakhs as rent and Rs. 30,000 as ceSs 
and T should think that if the land under Khas Mahal had been settlet 
properly, the revenue would not ha\e been even half what has beer 
now paid by the tenants to the Khas Mahal. 

Sir, there are three defects in the settlement of land under Ivha; 
Mahal. Formerly no salami was to be assessed or realised for tin 
grant of land under Khas Mahal. It is only recently about 15 or 21 
years ago that this system has been introduced by the Board of Revenue 
The result is that in view of the fact that salami which is assessed at 
five times of the rent that is fixed for a particular area of land n 
realised, the poor bona fide cultivators are not getting the settlement oi 
land. 

Sir, even those who anyhow managed to procure some money get 
settlement of lands. They cannot manage to pay their rents in view 
of the fact that the lands are uneultivable. So, in the course of two 
or three years they lose these lands of which they got settlement, and 
these lands are purchased by Government for one pice only for each 
piece of land. In order to realise the balance of the arrears of rent, 
Government even put up the cultivators’ homestead to sale; so in the 
long run these poor men lose even their homestead lands by going m 
for settlement of Khas Mahal lands. That, Sir, is the real state of 
affairs in Noakhali. 

Now, Sir, another objection is that generally we find that the 
lands, which are not yet fit for cultivation, are settled. This sort of 
thing is done with a particular motive in view. Generally junior offi- 
cers are deputed to these Khas Mahals either as Khas Mahal Tahsildars 
or Sub-Deputy Collectors, and these men become very anxious for the 
increment of Government revenue in order to secure promotion. They, 
tiflerefore, take hasty steps to grant settlement of lands and increase 
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the revenue and thereby secure their promotion. Sir, you will be 
surprised to know that there are officers whom I found to be guilty of 
graining settlement of lands which were even under water and this 
they did in order to secure promotion from the grade of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors to that of Deputy Collectors, because they were considered to 
be efficient in enhancing the Khas Mahal revenue of the State. 

Sir, another objection is that it is in the winter season that the cul- 
tivators have money. We have found from experience that in the 
winter season the lands are not settled, but in the months of Jaista 
and Ashar when the cultivators have no money even to feed themselves 
and cultivate their own lands, and that time is chosen for the settle- 
ment of lands. .The result is that no bona fide cultivator can secure any 
settlement and it is only the rich people who secure it. 1 know, Sir, 
that there are hundreds of persons who have already got hundreds of 
plots of land under Kims Mahal managed to secure settlement of Khas 
Mahal lands and not the bona fide cultivators. The\ gel ihc lands 
either in their own names or in the names of their relations and they 
ultimately get the lands transf cried to themselves. Therefore, 1 sub- 
mit that the system of granting lands should be completely overhauled 
hi older to ultimately benefit the cultivators. 

Another point that has been mentioned by the mover is that this 
season of the year, when there is distress, when the cultivators are busy 
m ploughing their lands and when they have little money in their 
pockets, is chosen by the Khas Mahal Officers for executing decrees for 
arrears of rent.. In tfie “Ananda Bazar Patrika” of the 16tli of 
Bhadra the following letter lias appeared. (A Bengali letter was read 
hv Ihe member:) 

Sir, as I have said, this season is chosen, in spite of the serious pro- 
tests from the people; for execution of decrees against the movables of 
the cultivators. 

Sir, I submit that the state of affairs in the Khas Mahal areas in 
<he Noakhali district, especially in the two islands is, indeed, deplor- 
able. I am sure that my friend, Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, who 
had the goodness of recently visiting the interior of Hatiya, would 
enlighten us as to how the people in the Khas Mahal are living. He has 
seea their condition with his own eyes quite recently. My humble 
suggestion to Government is that unless the system of administration of 
Klias Mahal and of the settlement of land is completely overhauled, the 
cultivators cannot be saved. 

Mith these words, I give my wholehearted support to the resolution 
Ihut has been moved by Mr. Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Hosaini. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, I rise to support th 
resolution which has been so ably moved by my friend, Mr. Shah Sye 
Golam Sarwar Hosaini. He has given a description of the oppressio 
to which the tenants in the district of Noakhali have been subjected, 
shall narrate the most aweful state of things which prevails in the distric 
of Jalpaiguri. As you know, Sir, the district of Jalpaiguri is one of th 
biggest of Ehas Mahal estates in the Western Dooars. I shall narrat 
the incident which happened in the years 1915-1935. In the year 1915 
16 there was a settlement, known as the Milligan Settlement and th 
demand was Rs. 6,06,491 and Mr. Milligan increased the rent by abou 
40 per cent, of the rent fixed by the previous settlement by Mr. Sarkei 
Then, there was a settlement in the year 1935-36 after a lapse of 20 year 
and the demand w T as increased to Rs. 8,82,786 , i.e ., an ayerage increase o 
45 per cent, over the demand fixed at the previous settlement. I shal 
tell you what was the condition of Jalpaiguri at that time. In the pie 
vious year, i.e., 1934-35, the Government report states that the ren 
could not he realised on account of the economic depression and tip 
total number of cases in which the certificate procedure w T as used was 
as high as 12,099. Sir, may I be permitted to refer to a portion of the 
Land Revenue Administration Report for 1935-36? It states that 
during the five years the collections in the previous years had resulted 
in an enormous increase of collections which were made by the use of the 
certificate procedure. But the year under review had sliow T n a very 
determined effort to stop this system of collection. We further find it 
stated that the Deputy Commissioner had insisted on the tashildars 
going out on tour continually and the Deputy Commissioner was him- 
self' present at some of the centres in order to stimulate collection. 

Sir, this was the condition of Jalpaiguri in the year 1934-35. The 
rent could only be realised under the certificate procedure and the num- 
ber of cases came up to 12,099. In the following year there was an 
increase by 45 per cent. As a matter of fact, it is surprising for us 
to note that while there was an increment of rent so far as the cultivat- 
ing raiyats were concerned, there was remission granted to certain per- 
sons amounting to Rs. 22,000 or Rs. 23,000. To whom was this remis- 
sion granted? Sir, you will be astonished to know that it was 
granted to the Tea Planters, many of whom are Europeans. In the 
year 1934-35, from the report we find that the demand was Rs. 6,19,575 
and in the previous year it was Rs. 9,17,812, the total demand being 
Rs. 15,37,387. In the year in question, i.e., 1934-35 for which the cur- 
rent demand was Rs. 6,19,575, there was a collection of Rs. 97,985. 
Sir, this speaks for itself. Does this not show that at Jalpaiguri at the 
tiim? of abnormal economic depression there was an increment of rent by 
45 per (jent. and the collection amounted to 35 per cent. ? Therefore 
in, spite of the economic depression and scarcity there was an increment 
.' of 35 per cent. This was the condition of the Khas Mahal tenants m 
th5 district of Jalpaiguri. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMOAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the question be now put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; It is rather an important matter and 
there are so' many members desiiiug to speak that I cannot accept the 
closure motion now. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Sir, may I be permitted to point out that 
the Revenue Minister is not here? The importance of the subject 
demands his presence here. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker is quite able to 
handle the matter jn the absence of the Revenue Minister. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The reason is, the more power- 
ful the zamindar, the greater the oppression, and the British Govern- 
ment being the most powerful zamindar, the khas mahal tenants have 
to face the severest oppression from the British Government. That is 
the state of affairs in the klias mahal areas in the d alpaiguri district, 
fund that is also the condition throughout the whole of Bengal. Sir, 
the solution lies in overhauling the whole system, and now that we have 
got provincial autonomy, is it too much to expect a thorough overhaul- 
ing of the entire system? My appeal to the mover ol the resolution 
theiefore is not to withdraw the resolution but to press it to a division, 
jl am quite sure that that will strengthen the hands of the Ministry. It 
will not be a censure motion but will only help them to overhaul a 
i system which has done a lot of mischief to poor tenants. But if that 
I is not done, I submit the engine of oppression will go on merrily as it 
lias been going on in the past. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: The member spoke in Bengali in support 
of the resolution, of which the following is an English translation: — 

Mr. Speaker: I wholeheartedly support the resolution moved by 
[Maulvi Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Hosaini for a reduction in the rate of 
I'ont in the khas mahal as also the rate of salami for newly settled lands, 
hi certain khas mahals inhuman oppression is committed at the time of 
collection of rents. I know of cases where a few years ago, during the 
aiost strenuous times, Gurkha police were installed in Noabad mahals 
ln Hiiltagong and paddy belonging to raiyats was reaped and forcibly 
Ca nied away in lieu of rents. At the time of Re visional Settlement 
cuts in those mahals were enhanced by three hundred per cent. Survey 
operations were finished last year in the khas mahal of which I am a 
Ntyat. Considering the hard times before the country Rai Bahadur 
p&nies Chandra Sen, Assistant Settlement Officer, recommended an 
11 oiicement of rent at the rate of two annas per acre in the said khas* 
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mahal. But as his recommendations came before the Revenue Boa 
the Hon’ble Member of the Board sent for the opinion of the Collec 
of our district. Mr. K. G. Morsed was the Collector of Mymensir 
-at the time. My information is that he did not pay the least attent 
to the miserable plight of the tenants occasioned by the fall in pr 
of agricultural produce and actuated by a motive to please the Gove 
ment, recommended a much higher rate for enhancement of rents, 
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge my earnest request is that no pen 
with a callous heart should be appointed to the responsible post of t 
Collector of a district. I also want to know whether our Revenue Mir 
ter has abandoned the policy of enhancing rents in khas mahals at 
time when his compeers in Bihar have accepted a policy of reducing ' 
high rate of rents. Whenever any motion or resolution is brought f 
ward on behalf of poor raiyats the Hon’ble Ministers simply hold < 
their assurances to us. We have lost all faith in these Minister 
assurances because the bitter experience of the last seven years 1 
proved beyond doubt that nothing worth the name comes out of th 
assurances. As this resolution is very urgent, I beg of the mover i 
to withdraw it simply because of the assurance given by the Hon 1 
Min i st er-in-charge . 


Baku UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: My friend has already si 
how the Government has been increasing their revenue from the l)oo; 
klias mahals, and 1 shall noi go over that matter again. I shall oi 
confine my remarks to the policy of Government so far pursued in reg£ 
to khas mahal lands. When we have been shaking so much about i 
tyranny of zamindars in Bengal, we have taken it for granted t] 
where the Government is the zamindar, tenants are happier than th 
brethren who live under the zamindars. But if we compare their 
with those who live in permanently settled areas, we find it to be qu 
the reverse. It is no doubt the duty of Government to realise nn 
revenue if possible. Sir, the eastern Dooars were ceded to the Briti 
•Government by the Bhutan Raj to whom it originally belonged in 1< C 
when the area was full of forests, wild beasts and reptiles and was a 
notorious for its bad health. Even now many of my friends here thi 
r of the Dooars with horror. When this tract of land was ceded to t 
British Government, Mr. Becket took up the settlement work; th 
there was another settlement, and the real settlement was taken to 
by Mr. Saunders. At that time, that vast tract of land brought nothi 
to the public coffers. Mr. Saunders invited people of the neighbour 
districts of Dinajpur and Tunica to come over and take settlement 
lands practically without any cost. We know that at that time 
tracts of land were settled only with a court fee of annas eight, 
this allurement, some people of the neighbouring districts sold up 
^Iheir belongings, movable and immovable, came to settle in the Dooai 
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spent their money in clearing* the jungles and recovering the waste lands 
and making it fit for cultivation. Now, Sir, while those waste lands 
were being made fit for human habitation at the expense of those poor 
immigrants, Government at the same time pursued a policy of increasing 
the revenue. It might be said that when there is prosperity in the land, 
why should not Government have a share in it? But I will show, Sir, 
so far as those people in the Dooars are concerned, that they are not at 
all prosperous. Sir, enhancement in rents has been made in the eastern 
Dooars not because blood has congested there, but with a policy that no 
blood might be left out. My friend has referred to the settlement of 
land made by Mr. B. B. Mukherjee. Sir, the final settlement was made 
by him in the yeaj 1933 and rent or revenue has been fixed according to 
the following* calculation. Government calculated that at that time the 
price of paddy was Rs. 2-8 per maund. They took the average of the 
last ten years and fixed the rent on that basis but sir, owing to the depres- 
sion Government thought that they could not get that increased rent 
then and there. They paused for some time, and my honourable friend 
has already shown that at that time no less than 12,000 certificate cases 
were pending. When, Sir, in the year 1936 the enhanced rent was en- 
foieed, what was the condition of the tenants? In that year Govern- 
ment made a calculation of the price of paddy for the years 1934-35 and 
1935-36, and the average price of paddy based on the figures of those two 
years came to 11s. 1-8 per maund, and it was at that time that Govern- 
ment thought it fit to enforce that enhanced rate of rent. Now, Sir, the 
misery of the tenants who could not pay their revenue beforehand might 
easily he imagined from these veiy facts. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hoj>e, Mr. Barman, you will finish' your speech in 
another two minutes. 


Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: To get money Government took 
recourse to Act XI and put up the properties to sale, so that they might 
he purchased by those who had money in their pockets. At that time 
these tenures were not remunerative properties, but in order to make 
them more attractive the rights of the tenants — I mean the chukanidars 
who had existed from the time of Mr. Saunders and who had from 
he! ore the right of transferring their property were taken away. The 
system was changed. These tenures were freely transferable up to that 
hut now by the settlement of Rai Bahadur B. B. Mukherji all 
these chukanis were made non-transferable — most probably oh the 
: analogy 0 f the raiyati holdings in the permanently-settled areas. By 
that artificial means the value of these tenures was somewhat enhanced./ 
an d the money-lenders came in to purchase the properties at court sales 
8 
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for nominal sums. Before that none but agriculturists could purchase 
such property, and if any Marwari mahajan were a bidder at any sale 
then that sale was not ratified by the Deputy Commissioner, but at th< 
time of the last settlement that rigid law was relaxed, so that money 
lenders might purchase property freely and more money might thui 
come to the Government coffer. 

My only submission, Sir, is whether Government is justified ii 
enhancing the rate of rent of land in the Western Dooars where main 
of the tenants lost their lives in clearing the jungles and in making 
the lands profitable. At a time when the agriculturists were smarting 
under the burden of economic depression, and they could not clear u[ 
their arrears, is it just for Government to increase the value of tlu 
tenures by artificial means and invite mahajans to W for properties 
at revenue sales for the realization of their dues? I think, Sir, thal 
when all the tenants who are in the permanently-settled areas are 
getting relief in the hands of Government, Government should also con- 
sider the case of those poor tenants who live in the khas mahals. 9 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I have listened carefully to the impassioned speech delivered by 
the mover of the resolution. The resolution urges the fixing of a rate 
of rent in khas mahals between Re. 1 to Rs. 3 and the rate of a the 
salami to one year’s rent. Besides urging these two points 1 lie 
lion’ble mover and some of his supporters criticised rather freely the 
khas malial administration and they accused the khas mahal depart- 
ment for using the certificate procedure without any consideration of 
the economic condition of the tenants. They also alleged that the 
lates of rent were sometimes enhanced very unduly. But, Sir, so far 
as my information goes, Government has all along been looked upon 
as the ideal landlord (cries of “question, question” from the Congress 
benches). Government have spent a large sum of money on the 
improvement of the khas mahal estates. I may mention that nearh 
26 lakhs of rupees have been spent on the improvement of the colonisa- 
tion areas of Bakarganj, Khulna and 24-Parganas. (Mr. Niharemlu 
Dutta Majumdar: What about Hatiya?) and the major portion 
of this money was spent on works of improvement. The rates of rent 
also in khas mahal compare quite favourably with the rates of rent in 
the permanently settled areas. The average rate of rent in the khas 
mahal is Rs. 2 per acre and by no stretch of imagination one can 
say that Rs. 2 is a very high rent. It may, however, be possible 
that in some particular areas the rate was increased unduly. I would 
request the hon’ble members to bear this fact in mind, namely, that 
since the 1st of April of this year a very great change has come over 
the administration of this province. It is no longer the old Govern- 
inent that used to administer the Khas Mahal Department 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I believe Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
toy was also the Revenue Minister in the late Government; 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I was 
tot: my hon’ble friend is absolutely wrong. As I was saying, Sir, 
he present Government is Government for the people and by the 
teople, and it is the ambition of this Government to conform as much 
is possible and as far as possible to the wishes of the public of this 
irovince. We do not intend 1 to ignore public opinion in fact we can- 
tot do so. If there are grievances in a particular area regarding the 
'ate of rent or the rate of salami or if the rules as laid down in the 
Khas Mahal Estates Manual have been operating harshly on the 
enants in a particular district Government gives this promise most 
mreservedly that they will enquire into the matter and will try to 
■emove those grievances at the earliest possible opportunity. Sir, I 
nay again repeat that Government have all along been looked upon by 
it Jeast the private landlords as the ideal landlord, and if there were 
laches here and there on the part of particular officers those laches 
ire to be deplored, the present Government at any rate are not 
prepared to tolerate any such laches on the part of their officers. The 
rate of rent, if it is high, Government propose to reduce it, and the 
rate of salami also, if it is considered to be high. That is all, Sir, 
that I can say and this assurance is being given with all sincerity and 
I do hope that it will be accepted in the same spirit. 

Sir, the Khas Mahal Department is a very big department; the 
total area under the management of this department covers nearly 
over 0,000 square miles and spreads over several districts. It is not 
unlikely therefore that in some parts of the province there were 
difficulties due to the mishandling of the situation by the officers or 
to failure on their part to appreciate the difficulties of the agricul- 
turists. Sir, it will be my duty to go into the grievances of the tenants 
very minutely and I propose, to visit Noakhali myself at the next 
available opportunity and to look into these things myself. (A 
voice: What about Bakarganj?) Yes, I will also visit Bakarganj 
and all the khas mahal areas. That is one of my important duties and 
1 hope to improve matters with the help of the Hon’ble Member of the 
Hoard of Revenue who has a very large experience of khas mahal 
management and of the revenue system of Bengal. I may maintain 
that the rates of rent so far as I can ascertain from the records are 
nowhere unduly high, but they compare, on the contrary, very 
favourably with the rates of rent in the permanently settled areas 
(Cries of “question, question.” (Mr. Niharendu Dutta Majumdar,: 

Between the Devil and the deep sea.”). My hon’ble friends need not 
he surprised. (Mr. Stjrendra Mohon Maitra: I am really surprised 
lining as it does from you.) They may come from me, Sir, but they 
are noi *ethele88 matters of record. * 
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Mr: SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May I put a question to tb 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister, Sir? Will lie commence his investigatioi 
with such a preconceived notion? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is not ; 

question of preconceived notions. If my notions are wrong, certain! 
1 am open to correction. (A voice: Get yourself corrected.) But on 
has to go by facts and figures and not by mere allegations. 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: May I sa; 

Sir that not a single Debt Settlement Board has been established ii 
Noakhali? (Another voice: And at Hatiya also). 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope in 
Ilon’ble Colleague Mr. Mullick will take note of these facts and try*,ti 
expedite the establishment of settlement boards in Noakhali and als< 
at Hatiya. I hope, Sir, I have made the Government point of viev 
perfectly clear and 1 give assurances, which are not capable of am 
misrepresentation or misinterpretation in spite of all the ingenuity o 
my friends opposite, 1 hope therefore that my hon’ble friend the move: 
of the resolution will accept my assurance and see his way to with 
draw the resolution. 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: On tin 

assurance given by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, I am prepared t( 
withdraw my resolution and ask leave of the House to do so. (Crie: 
of “do not withdraw, do not withdraw”). 

The question that leave be given to withdraw the resolution was 
then put and objected to. (On a count being however taken it wa: 
found that there was a majority in favour of withdrawal.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: It appears that there is a majority in favour o: 
withdrawal of the resolution. 

(A division was then asked from the Congress benches). 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope that 
the honourable mover will accept my assurance and will withdraw hi* 
resolution. 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI then asked i* 
Bengali leave of the House to withdraw his motion. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that leave be 
granted for withdrawing the motion. 

(Objection was raised to leave being granted.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put Ihe question 1 would only request 
the members that when they go to the division lobby their voices 
should not be so loud as to reach my ears. At the time of the last 
division I heard the voices of some whom I could distinguish from 
here. I hope they will desist from doing so. 

The motion was put and a division laken with the following result: 


AYES. 


Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri. Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi 
Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yed. 

Abdul Wahad Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A.4F. M. 

Abdur Rahman 8iddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abut Hosain, Mr. Ahmad. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja 8aihi Kanta, of 
Muktagacha, Mymonsingh. 

Aftab Hosain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Amir All, Mr. Mia. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Brasher, Mr. F. C. 

Crosfield, Mr. L. M. 

D “, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Bas, Mr. Kirit Bhusan. 

Bas, Mr. Monmohan. 

Bass, Babu Debendra Nath. 


Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Failul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Bolam ftarwar Hosaini, Mr. 8hah 8yed. 
Grimtha, Mr. C. 


® u '«ng, Mr. Damber Singh. 

"abibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadi 
Bacca. 

Hafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 
2* m ' uddl " Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
”«hem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur, 
atom ally j am adar, Khan Sahib, 
^wood, Mr. Rogers. 

H#ndr *» Mr. David. 


K., of 


Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. 
MacLauchlan, Mr. C. 8. 

Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8yed. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddique, Dr. Syed. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Nandy, the Hon’blo Maharaja Sris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabjada K. 

Nausher Ali, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir, K.C.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Paul, Sir Hari Banker, Kt. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, the Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

8arker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

8en, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. 

Seraju! Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C. B. E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. e 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 
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NOES. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hosiain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Aiimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Banerjee, Mr. P. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banerji, Mr. 8atya Priya. 

Bannerjee, Mr. Manoranjan, 

Barman, Babu Shyama Proiad. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Baeu, Mr. Santoih Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Boee, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Dai, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Dai Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Dai Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Dai Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. 8ukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Min Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

The Ayes being* 94 and Noes 
House withdrawn. 


Giaiuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Haian Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Himatslngka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Jalaluddin Haihemy, Mr. 8yed. 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lail. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Natb. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hemaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad, Maulana Md. 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Naiker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kiihori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sekhar. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

Shahedali, JNr. 

8inha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Youtuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


!, the motion was by leave of tb 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have been requested by some of the Labou 
members to sit up a bit late and take up the Labour resolution. Doe 
t lie House agree ? 

Voices: No, No. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the lOt. 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 10th September, 1937, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
i ji the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 223 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Detenus and Internees. 

*115. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
cm the table a statement showing for the present — 

(i) the number of detenus now at Deoli, Hijli, Berhampore and 

other detention camps; and 

(ii) the number of — 

(a) village internees, and 

(b) home internees? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): On the 28th August, the position was as fol- 
lows : — 


(t) Deoli Jail ... 299 

Berhampore Camp ... 380 

(ii) Village domicile ... 785 

Home domicile ... 473 


I should explain that the numbers given as in Deoli Jail and 
berhampore Camp included a number of persons in respect of whom 
Offers of transfer to village domicile or home domicile had been, issued 
W not carried out. Sucb persons have also been included in the number 
^ 1Ten in answer to part (ii). On the 7th September there were seventy 
ln Deoli and seventy-five in Berhampore under orders of transfer. 
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Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why those orders were not carried out by that date? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as the orders are 
given a person is supposed to be in the category to which he is trans- 
ferred and it takes some time for the orders to be communicated and 
the person moved. For example, when a person is transferred to village 
domicile arrangements have to be made for bis quarters there and then 
the areas have go! to be declared within which he has got to remain; 
all this takes a certain amount of time. In the meantime we have passed 
orders that the person is going to be transferred to village domicile. 
The intermediate period is the one that is causing all this trouble. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to tell the House whether it is in the contemplation to hasten 
the release of the detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have alre8d\ 
announced the policy on the 9th August, and we are trying our level 
best to give effect to that. I can assure the House that whatever we have 
undertaken will be carried out. As far as the process of hastening is 
concerned it depends very largely on the question of offers of people for 
looking after the detenus. That is one of the methods by which the 
thing can be expedited and there is no limit to the process of expediting 
under that head subject 1o the consideration that there are a certain 
number of people whom we consider as leaders and naturally in whose 
cases we will have to w'ait till others are released. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government are taking any active steps to 
secure the co-operation of the respective guardians of these internees in 
order to ask them to take charge or they are waiting for guardians to 
come up for themselves? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have made the offer 
and we are waiting naturally. We cannot go to every guardian and . 
say “will you please come”, but I have been told by some responsible 
members of the Opposition Group that there is a certain amount of mis- 
understanding about the offer that has been made and Government are 
contemplating issuing a communique explaining more fully whai is 
meant by the offer of Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Mini* 
ter be, pleased to state how many orders for release were passed i n 
respect of how many persons between the 9th August when the policy 
of Government was announced and the 20th August. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice for that I 
may tell the House again that every day orders are being passed but I 
have not got the figures just now at my disposal. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat is the number of people whom they at present 
consider dangerous? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Female detenus and political prisoners in Bengat. 

•116. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Depart ment be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of female detenus and political prisoners in 

Bengal ; 

(ii) the names of the different jails in which they are interned; 

(in) whether they get any association in these jails; and 

( iv ) whether there are arrangements in these jails for the treatment of 
female diseases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) There are G female pri- 
soners convicted of murder or other terrorist offences, and one detenu in 
jails in Bengal. 

(ii) Presidency, Midnapore, Dacca and Dinajpur. 

(Hi) There are other female convicts with whom the prisoners 
referred to can associate. The detenu has three female convicts as 
attendants ; she has stated in writing that she would prefer to be alone for 
the time being, and that she is perfectly at ease under her present 
condition. 

(iv) Yes. 

Suits far enhancement of rents in Mymensingh since 1929 to 1936. 

*117. Mr. ABDUL KARIM : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
fhe Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of suits instituted by landlords for enhancement of 
rents ’ under section 48D of the Bengal Tenancy Act in the 
different Munsifs’ Courts in the district of Mymensingh since 
1929 to 1936; and 

Hi) the maximum rate of rent per bigha decreed in those suits? * 
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MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): Separate statistics of these cases are not maintained and in 
order to supply the information a prolonged search through numerous 
registers would have to be undertaken, which I regret I am not prepared 
to order. 

A Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
why he is not prepared to give such an order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The reason is given in the answer. 

A Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there is 
any register under section 48B kept by the Civil Court? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No separate statistics are kept. 

A Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the mem- 
bers of this House have any right to know the effect of any piece of 
legislation passed by this Assembly? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise out of this question. Whatever 
right the House has^ the House has. 

Ministerial officers and sheristadars of the Civil Courts. 

*118. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware 
that many ministerial officers and sheristadars of the civil courts in 
Bengal are retained in the same station for more than five years in 
violation of the High Court Rule 1007 read with Note? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister state why the present sheristadar of the District Judge’s Court, 
Chittagong, before his confirmation as such in April last was retained 
in the same station for more than ten years in flagrant violation of the 
High Court Rule 1007 with Note? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said ministerial officer 
has again recently been appointed as the sheristadar and retained m 
the same station in contravention to the letter and spirit of the High 
Court Rules 1006 and 1007 in spite of repeated representations made 
from time to time both through press and platform as well as by the 
representative persons of the district to the authorities concerned ? 

( d ) Has the Hon’ble Minister taken any step on the written com- 
plaint submitted by Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, a member of 
this Assembly, regarding this matter? 
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(e) If not, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take immediate 
steps to remedy this long-standing wrong? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

By the courtesy of the High Court I am able to supply the following 
answers to (a), ( b ) and (c ) : — 

(a) Rule 1007 was only enacted about 2 years ago. No such rule 
existed prior to the publication of the new Civil rules, except one which 
related to clerks performing the duties of Accountants and Cashiers 
(rule 15t, Chap. XII, p. 304). Since its promulgation extensive 
transfers of clerks have been, and are being, carried out if they come 
within the purview of the rule and note. 

(b) The ministerial officer in question is believed to have occupied 
the post of District Judge’s Head Clerk for a number of years before 
being appointed as Sheristadar; there was no rule requiring his transfer 
from his head clerkship' prior to the publication of the present rule 
1007. Moreover, there was no post of the same grade to which he could 
have been transferred, except another post at Sadar; there was no 
provision then corresponding to that contained in the second clause of 
rule 1007. 

(c) There is nothing against his being retained for 5 years from 
the date of his appointment as Sheristadar under clause (1) of rule 
1006; under clause (2) however he is eligible for transfer after 3 years 
if the High Court considers it desirable. He can only be retained for 
a lesser period under clause (3) of the same rule, and then only if the 
High Court is satisfied that it is in the interests of the service that he 
tshould be transferred earlier. 

( d ) ■ and (e) The matter is one for the High Court, which as the 
hon’ble member will see from the above replies, is well aware of the 
facts of the case. 


Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what steps are being taken by the Hon’ble High Court 

in regard to the complaint lodged by Maulana Maniruzzaman Islama- 
bad!? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

have already stated the case in my answer. There you will see that 
f e particular officer was in the Chittagong office for 9 years or so and 
f^re was no rufe at that time to transfer any clerk from one office to 
bother up till the promulgation of Rule 1007.' The new Rule 1007 Has 
? 0111e into operation just three years ago. So the District Judge or any- 
y who was in charge of that place had no power to transfer an officer 


fKule 1008 new rules. 
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from Chittagong. The new Rule also lays down that a man can be 
transferred only after 5 years and in some cases after three years. Five 
years have not yet passed and I cannot understand what can he said 
against the Hbrh Court in a case like this. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is entitled to get a reply 
from the High Court? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not know what more answer he wants from me. If the man is 
transferred he must be transferred under certain rules. The rule pro- 
vides that a man should not be transferred unless he has been in one 
place for 5 years. The man is there just for a few months in a parti- 
cular post. Till that time is complete I do not know how he can he 
transferred and why should the High Court be characterised as not doing 
justice. 


Appointments made in the Collectorates of Rangpur, Jalpaiguri 
and Dinajpur since 1935. 


*119. Mr. PUSPAJIT BARM A: Will the Hon’ble Minister m 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state, district hy 
district, — 

(a) the number of appointments made in the Collectorates of 

Rangpur, Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur since 1935; 

(b) the number of permanent and temporary appointments; 

( c ) the number of general and scheduled castes Hindus and 

Muhammadans ; 

(d) how many of the general and scheduled castes Hindus and 

Muhammadans in temporary appointments, have since been 
discharged; and 

( c ) how many of the general and schedules castes Hindus and 
Muhammadans in temporary appointments, have since been 
made permanent? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the table. 


Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge aware that there is a circular that every fourth appointment will 
go to the scheduled castes? 


. The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: T ask for notice. 



Number of appointments made — Number of temporary Number of temporary 

clerks discharged. clerks made permanent. 
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“Hajat” room at Rangpur Sadar. 

*120. Haji SAFIRUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the hajat room attached to the criminal courts at Rangpur 
Sadar, is very narrow and small without sufficient arrangement for 
ventilation and accommodation? If so, does the Government con- 
template to arrange for a spacious and well-ventilated room for^ the 
convenience of the unfortunate under-trial persons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This is not a fact. 
The Court lock-up has an area of 130 square feet. There are iron- 
grated door and window and three ventilators high up in the walls to 
let in enough light and air. This is sufficient for the number of under- 
trials ordinarily produced before the Magistrates. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the number of undertrial prisoners ordinarily produced beford 
the Magistrate of Rangpur? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how much cubic area of space does an indivi- 
dual need? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, a cubic area 
of 130 feet is considered to be quite sufficient for the number of under- 
trials usually put in this hajat. I think that is a sufficient answer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If the Hon’ble Minister 
is not aware of the number of undertrials ordinarily produced, how can 
he say that the space is sufficient? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir, the ques- 
tion ia 1 


* Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, I quite see your point. I 
have understood your arguments and the conclusion you want to draw 
from the answer. You cannot cross-examine the Hon’ble Minister, but 
may put further questions for information. 
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M ti NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I how to your 

ruling*, t want to put another question and that is 

* 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to take the trouble of finding' 
out exactly the average number of undertrials ordinarily produced before 
the Magistrate of Rangpur and on the basis of that number to see 
whether a space of 130 square feet is fit for the number? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for action. 

Appointment made in the civil and criminal courts of Mymensingh in 

1936 and 1937. 

*121. Mr. MONOMOHON DAS. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state — * 

(i) the total number of appointments made in the civil court of 
Mymensingh district in the years 1936 and 1937 ; and 
(ii) the number of the appointments held by the general Hindus, 
scheduled castes and the Muhammadans specifically in the 
said district at present? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering it an immediate necessity 
to make up the deficiency in the services by giving special facility to 
the scheduled caste candidates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

(a) (/) 4 from the 1st April, 1936, to 31st March, 1937. 

(ii) 123, 3 and 87 on the 31st March, 1937. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer to clause ( b ) of the question 
No. 32 asked by Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas on the 24th August, 1937. 


Mr. MQNMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government contemplate 
to increase the percentage of appointments from Schedule caste candi- 
dates on the population basis? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That, is not possible but the matter is under consideration. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: With reference to the figures stated. in 
answer (a) (n), viz., 123, 3 and 87, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
1° state whether the figures show the ratio contemplated for the Schedule 
c aste men? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, the ratio must be in proportion to 
something. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I want to Jpiow w r hether the figures 
represent the ratio of appointments made from the Schedule caste. 

The Hon’bfe Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The figures do not give the ratio but the exact number of appointments 
made from different communities in the year 193G-3T. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Restriction of jute cultivation. * 

109. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
separately — 

(a) the amount spent for jute restriction propaganda in Bengal 
during the years — 

(i) 1935-36, and 
(it) 1936-37; 

{b) the result obtained by such propaganda so far as cultivation of 
jute was concerned ; and 

(c) the benefit, if any, accrued to the jute-growing population by 
such propaganda? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) ( i ) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (i) 
<of unstarred question No. 31 at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly held on the 24th August, 1937. 

(ii) The final accounts are not yet made up. The information will 
be communicated to the member as soon as available. 

(b) From the official forecast figures it appears that, compared with 
the year immediately preceding the introduction of jute restriction, 
.there was a reduction in acreage sown of about 162,000 acres in 1935-36 
while in 1936-37, the reduction is estimated at about 234,000 acres. 
The member is also referred to the Communique issued on the 7th 
October. 1936, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 
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(c) Some idea of the benefit which accrued to the jute-growing 
population may be gathered from the fact that the average price per 
inaund of jute landed in Calcutta rose from Rs. 4-10-3 in the year 
immediately preceding restriction to Rs. 5-15 in 1935-36 and Rs. 5-12 in 
1936-37. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, is it not desirable to 
supply us, the members of this House, with the printed question papers 
a little beforehand in order to enable us to frame supplementary ques- 
tions ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: On this point I am afraid the Hon’ble Home 
Minister is lying between Scylla and Charybdis. In fact, it is usual 
to place the question papers before the members lialf-an-hour before 
the meeting commences but the sitting of the Upper House was so 
arranged that it was not possible to place the questions even ID minutes 
before we commenced our sitting. It is a matter in which the Hon ’Lie 
Home Minister is to take action but as I have said he is between 
Scylla and Charybdis. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, it is stated in some 
answers that the statement is laid on the Library table. Is it possible 
fgr 200 members to go to the Library table? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite understand that it is rather difficult for 
you to go to the Library but unfortunately if the Government desires 
to place any statement on the Library Table it is very difficult to 
manage it otherwise. I do not think that the Chamber has any place 
where the statement can be placed. It is also awkward for about 250 
members to flock round a table. The Library is therefore the only place 
where it can be placed. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of what 
you have said will it not be possible for you to allow members to put 
supplementary questions on the next day? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult to do that. If however the 
Government can supply the statement a day before the meeting I am 
huite prepared to help them; but I cannot allow supplementary ques- 
tions on the next day. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, would you ascertain 
ov ernment’s opinion on this point? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As I have said if the statement is supplied to* us 
a y before then it can be possible. 
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The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NA1IMUDDIN: Sir, we shall try in future 
whenever possible, to place the statement on the Library Table one da; 
before. The position however is that there are some departments whic] 
have got 500 questions pending and we have got our Council work a 
well. We are trying our best to dispose of all the questions by getting 
the answers ready before the Assembly session is over. But it is some 
times not possible to send the answers a day ahead. I and my colleague 
will however try as far as possible to see that the statements are laic 
on the Library Table as early as possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, with reference it 
answer (5), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is j 
fact that the persons in charge of submitting the acreage table did no 
care to take any measurements of the lands before submitting theii 
report to the authorities? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid this is a speech and not a question . 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the report supplied is not at 
all correct? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall enquire into the matter. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the rise in the price of jute in 1936-37 as compared with 
the price in 1934-35 is due only to the restriction of jute cultivation in 
that year? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as I am aware it is so. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the area under jute in 1937 as compared with that in 1936? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is stated in the answer. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why the price of jute in 1936-37 went down to Its. 5-L 
while it was Rs. 5-15 in 1935-36? 


Hr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Mr. Bari is entering into a highly 
technical economic discussion. 
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Matllvi ABDUL BARI: Who supplies the acreage and the price of 
’jute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Department of Agriculture. 

A member: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that although jute 
sowing begins in March, the calculations are made from April? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of administrative policy. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the reply 
given to question No. 109 is contradictory to that given to No. 116. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Mr. Bari should wait till No. 116 comes up. 

Boat-hire charges in certain places of Rangpur. 

110. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that in the district 
of Rangpur boat-hire is charged in places where boat is not necessary 
neither it is available in places such as police-station Hatibandha and 
Kaliganj in Sadar subdivision, Lalmonirhat, Nageswari, Kurigram and 
Ulipur in Kurigram subdivision and Gaibandha, Sundarganj, Palash- 
bari in Gaibandha subdivision? 

( b ) Do the Government think it desirable to stop such boat-hire and 
save the litigants from unnecessary expenses? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire whether the boat hire is charged or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government did 
enquire and was satisfied that it is not a fact. 


Restriction for visitors to the Writers’ Buildings. 

HI. Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state— 

when the restriction for visitors to the Writers’ Building* was 
introduced ; 
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(«) whether the condition necessitating such restriction still exists ; 
and 

(Hi) whether Government contemplate withdrawal of the restric- 
tions for visitors intending to interview the Ministers anc 
Indian officers in the Secretariat? 


(b) Is it a fact that some of the Indian gazetted officers in the firsl 
floor can pass only on identification while going to see the Hon’bh 
Ministers and Secretaries? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) I understand thai 
the restrictions were introduced in December, 1930, after the murder oi 
Colonel Simpson and attempts on the lives of other officials h\ 
terrorists. 

(ii) Yes. * 

(in) No. 

(b) The police officers on duty are acquainted with the officers of tin 
Secretariat, and the question of identification does not arise. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Homi 
Minister be pleased to state whether he thinks it desirable to give tin 
members of the House a special badge to enable them to go to Writers 
Buildings, without any disturbance? 


The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The members of this House 
and the Upper House can go to Writers’ Buildings if they have theii 
membership cards with them. 


Increment of pay of the process-servers. 

112. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that in the report of the Civil Administration oi 
Justice in Bengal for the year 1933 the Hon’ble High Court remarked 
that “The Court cannot refrain from placing on record their sense oi 
disquietude at finding that in the year under review while more than 
Rs. lakhs were realised as process-fees the total expenditure incurred 
In maintaining the establishment was less than Rs. 10 lakhs”? 

(6 N If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what actions, 
;f any, have yet been taken on the remarks? 
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( 1 c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Government could not give an increment in pay of the 
process-servers for want of funds? 

( d ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
desirability of raising the pay of the process-servers now? 

( e ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee may be given effect to 
by the surplus funds of process-fees left with the Government after 
paying the process-servers? 

(/) If not, w T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount 
required to give effect to these recommendations? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) None. 

*(c) Financial stringency has been a reason in the past why the 
question could not even be considered. 

(^) The claims upon our increased resources will be many. The 
case of the process-servers will not be overlooked, but I am in no posi- 
tion at the moment to say what will happen. The surplus funds form 
part of the Provincial Revenues. 

(e) and (/) The Civil Justice Committee recommended that a much 
higher scale of pay should be introduced in order to attract a class of 
recruits of a higher social level with greater intelligence, honesty and 
efficiency. If the present staff of process-servers were replaced by 
such a different class on the sort of scale favoured by the Committee, 
ihe cost would be more than double that of the present staff. There are 
some 4,000 process-servers under the Judicial Department alone and a 
rise of pay Re. I per mensem to the present staff would cost about 
Ik 50,000 per year. Government has many other servants of a 
similar status, and it w r ould be impossible to confine the increase to 
those under the Judicial Department. 

Personal and family maintenance allowance of detenus. 

113. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: k) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the observations made by the 
HWble High Court of Calcutta in their judgment in the appeal filed 
% Miss Renuka Sen, of Munshiganj, restrained under the Bengnl 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, against her conviction in the criminal 
^uit Government of Bengal vs. Miss Renuka Sen, that any person under 
e kition or restriction without judgment was entitled to personal and 
,lln ily maintenance allowance ? ^ 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government have taken any action on the lines o 
the observation so made ; and 

(?Y) the number of applications which have been refused by tli 
Government for personal and family allowance since afte 
the said observations made by the Hobble the High Court 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The Hon’ble Judge 
are known to have expressed the opinion, subject to anything that 
might be said b> the Crown, that Government are under the obligatioi 
to make an allowance for the support of a person placed under restrain] 
under section 2 of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930 . 
They said nothing about an allowance tor the family of such a person. 

(b) (/) Yes. 

(/?) Material for a reply to this question cannot be obtained witlfbiu 
an undue expenditure of time and labour. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (6) (u), will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government did receive all these applications in the same Department 
or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. But the appliea- 
tions that have been received, are kept in the respective personal file of 
each detenu ; and if enquiries have to be made, the personal file of every 
detenu will have to be searched before the information can be obtained. 
Moreover, as each file is of fairly large size, it is very difficult to collect 
materials on a general basis. 

A Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
it can be done in the course of a day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it will take months in 
certain cases. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Is there not a separate register for 
such applications? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have already stated 
the manner in which these applications are kept. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has made any attempt to secure the informs- 
tion asked for? 
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The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have nothing 
further to add to what I have said. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
(b) (i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment intend to take action in the light of the observations made by the 
Hon’ble High Court, as it is incumbent on the Hon’ble Minister to find 
out whether representations have been made by detenus and to ascertain 
in how many cases Government has acted in accordance with the direc- 
tions of the High Court? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Hon’ble High Court 
did not give any directions and they also made their observations with- 
out hearing the Government Counsel and that fact is mentioned in the 
judgment. After that judgment, since the 1st April last Government 
haje decided, or rather are giving allowances to home internees. 


Detenus. 

114. Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the period from the 1st April, 
1930, to the 31st March, 1937, — 

(?') the total number of applications received from detenus in camps, 
jails, village domicile or interned at home, respectively, 
regarding their grievances to the Government; 

(ii) the number of them that were favourably considered ; and 

ini) the number of them that were rejected with grounds for 
refusal ? 

< b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement for the aforesaid period showing- — 

(i) the number and names of detenus transferred from Deoli and 
other detention camps for mental derangement; 

(n) the number and the names of the detenus who died in camps 
with the places and the years of their death and the nature 
and duration of their illness; 

(in) whethei.the relations of detenus were informed in time of their 
illness and death ; and 

ilv ) the number and the names of those detenus who committed 
suicide in camps and jails with reasons for such a step, if 
any? 
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Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Material for ti 

preparation of such statements is not readily available and cannot 1 
collected without an expenditure of time and labour which Governmei 
are unable to undertake. v 

(b) (i) Eight. I am not prepared to give the names of the persoi 
concerned. 

(ii) One. Nanda Dulal Bose died of small-pox in Hijli in Apri 
1934, after being ill for about a fortnight. 

(Hi) There are slanding orders to the effect that the next of ki 
should be informed by telegram when a detenu becomes seriously i 
or the death of a detenu takes place. 

(iv) Four. I am not prepared to give the names. It appears tin 
in one case the individual apprehended violence at the hands of otk< 
detenus. No reasons could be ascertained in other cases. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: With reference,! 
answer (b), to what places were these eight persons transferred? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Was any of them cure 
of his malady and was he transferred back to detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Some of them were c*ei 
tainly cured, but I am not sure about the latter part of the question. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to answer in) 
has the word “unable” been used in its proper sense or is it implied!" 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of intei 
pretation and I leave it to the member to interpret as he likes. ■ 

Cattle epidemic in the Patuakhali subdivision. 

115. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department b 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that cattle epidemic took a heavy to! 
(about 90 per cent, perishing last year) in the Patuakhali stifedivisioD P 

(b) Is it a fact that Sona Khan and others of Taktabunfa, police 
station Amtali, wrote to His Excellency the Governor General h° r( 
Linlithgow about that mortality in March last ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the matter after being referred to the Govern 
ment was again referred to the Agriculture Department at Dacca ? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any steps 
have been taken to give relief to the suffering peasants ? 

( e ) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of doing the same ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: (a) 

There was a serious outbreak of epidemic cattle disease, but the morta- 
lity was nothing like 90 per cent. 

(b) and ( c ) I have no information. 

(d) In order to prevent further loss of cattle, arrangements have been 
made to provide 3 Government Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in 3 boat 
dispensaries for Bakarganj, one being for Patuakhali subdivision. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Before you called the next ques- 
tion, I had a mind to put further supplementary questions to No. 114, 
but I failed to catch your eye. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to allow full one hour for 
questions if that is the desire of the House. But I am trying to 
expedite the disposal of questions on account of the heavy Government 
business which we have got to take up to-day. Already we have spent 
half-an-hour over questions. I have allowed numerous questions 
relating to detenus and I have also given the widest possible latitude 
so far as supplementary questions are concerned. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But that is the only way that 
some amount of information can be obtained from Government. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree but my point is whether I should 
allow even more time for putting supplementary questions. I should 
hke to -know from the Leader of the Opposition and also from the 
leaders of the different groups whether it is their desire that full one 
tour should be devoted to questions. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, in this matter I 
would not pretend to advise you, but would leave the matter to you to 
Judge according to the importance of the questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 

1 Per cent., what was it? 


With respect to answer (a), if it was not 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

r equire notice. ‘ , 
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Average price of jute. 

116. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJl! (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis 
ter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased t 
state — 

(i) what were the average prices of jute obtained by the jute-growei 

of Bengal during the years 1934, 1935 and 1936; and 

(ii) what is the average price obtained by them during the curren 

year? 

(b) Is it a fact that the prices of jute have increased since the yea 
1934 due to the gradual adjustment of supply and demand of raw jute? 

(c) If so, does the Government intend to conduct a propaganda for tk 

adjustment and supply of raw jute during the sowing period of the nex 
crop ? • 

(d) If not, does the Government realise that in view of the presen 
prices of jute and low prices of paddy and sugarcane there are likely to h 
more sowings of jute in the next year exceeding the demand? 

(e) Does the Government consider it necessary to form a small com 
mittee consisting of officials and non-officials with a whole-time Secre 
tary to watch over the interest of the jute-growers of the province and 
formulate measures for securing better prices of jute to them and also t 
appoint a liaison officer between the other jui e-growing provinces am 
the Indian Central Jute Committee? 

(/) Does not the Govenment consider it necessary to appoint ai 
officer to study the problems of jute and to acquaint the Government wit] 
those problems to enable them to formulate measures for their solution 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Deeca: (a 

The average prices of jute landed in Calcutta during the years 1954 
1935, 1936 and 1937 (up to first half of August, 1937), are as follows:- 



Its 

a. 

P- 

1934 

... 4 

4 

0 

1935 

... 5 

7 

1 

1936 

... 5 

12 

5 

1937 

... 6 

5 

0 


(b) . Yes. 

(c) and ( d ) The matter is under consideration. 
, ( e ) At present, no. 
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(/) The Central Jute Committee has been appointed expressly for this 
purpose and the appointment of an officer as suggested would be super- 
fluous. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(a), what ratios these prices bear to the cost of production of jute per 
maund ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that has anything to do with the 
main question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: In answer to question 
109 (c), it has been stated that the price of jute in 193G-37 was Rs. 5-12, 
but in answer to this question it is said that the price was Rs. 6-5 in 
1937. Will the Hon’ble Minister please reconcile the figures? 

<The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In the first question it was the price which prevailed during 1936-37 
and in the second it was the price in 1937. There must be a difference 
in price at different times. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Has the Central Jute Com- 
mittee acquainted this Government with any problem relating to jute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Who are the members of the Central Jute 
Committee ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You can ascertain that from 
Government publication. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Does the Government propose 
to take any steps regarding the sowing of jute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I tb ink the matter is under consideration. 

Reduction of price and size of folios. 

117. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleaded 
t° state the reason — 

(0 for reducing the size of folios; and 

(w) for not reducing the price proportionately? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Gover 
ment are prepared to reduce the price of the folios or in the alternate 
to restore the former size of the folios ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the resolution passed in t] 
Copyists’ Conference held at Faridpur suggesting increment of the du 
of the copyists proportionate to the increased price of the folios? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are Governme 
prepared to- give effect to the said resolution? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the rate 
“bonus” granted to the copyists per rupee deducted from the 
remuneration ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadu 

(a) ( i ) The size of the folio was reduced on grounds of economy. 

(it) The decrease in size being inconsiderable, no reduction in p»f 
was warranted. The number of “cages” remained the same. T1 
change was made by the Government of India after consulting Loc 
Governments. 

(b) No. 

( c ) Government have no information. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

(e) The Government contribution is 4JJ per cent, of the su 
scriber’s emoluments. 


Khasmahals within the jurisdiction of the Collector of Mymensingl 

118. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Ministi 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that — 

(i) more than 30 khasmahals, namely, Anuhala, Koatbar 
Ghosepara, Katuli, etc., situated on the eastern bank of tl 
main current of the river Jamuna were a few years bac 
under the rent-collection of the Deputy Collector of Tanga 
within the jurisdiction of the Collector of Mymensingh; 

(it) that those khasmahals were retransferred later on to the ren 
collection of the Deputy Collector of Pabna within th 
jurisdiction of the Collector of Pabna; and 
(Hi) from that time the tenants of those khasmahals are labourin 
under a great difficulty owing to the loss of money, loss c 
energy and not unfrequently the loss of property (besuh 
the journey troubles from Porabari to Pabna via Serajganj) 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to assure this house 
that the Government is contemplating — 

( i ) to retransfer those khasmahals situated on the eastern bank 

of the main current of the Jamuna river to the rent-collection 
of the Deputy Collector of Tangail within the jurisdiction 
of the Collector of Mymensingh; and 

(ii) to establish a khasmahal camp at central place like Anuhala- 
Koatbari for the advantages of the khasmahal tenants of 
the locality in general? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and (ii) 

Yes. 

(Hi) The change was made after consulting the local officers both 
in Mymensingh and Pabna. The Jamuna is always washing away 
island chars and re-forming them on new sites, sometimes on one side 
of the main river, whicli is notified as the district boundary, and some- 
times on the other. It was considered that it would be more convenient 
for the tenants of estates situated on the Mymensingh bank of the 
big river to cross by boat to the butcheries on the western bank in 
Pabna than to go to Tangail headquarters through villages in which 
there were no roads. Though the people of some of the villages may 
have been inconvenienced, it is not certain that the tenants of all 
villages object to the change. 

(b) (i) The letters recently received from the Collector of Pabna 
and the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, show that there are strong 
arguments on both sides. Government are prepared to ask the Board 
to consider the matter again. 

(ii) It would not be safe to build a khasmahal office in a village 
where there is any danger of diluvion. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With respect to answers (a) and 
(b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the source of 
hi* information? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The informa- 
tion was obtained from the local officers. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is it not a fact that almost all thejse 
khas mahal lands are situated within ten miles from Tangail? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may be so. ^ 
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Circular issued by the Military Intelligence Officer of Dimt]pur to all the 

schools. 

119. BabU 8HYAMA PROSAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department aware of 
a circular issued by the present Military Intelligence Officer of 
Dinajpur to all the schools of the district inviting them to join an 
Inter-School District Sporting Association on payment of a subscription 
of Rs. 25 for each high English and Rs. 5 for each middle English 
school and an entry fee of 4 annas and 1 anna, respectively, for every 
student on the roll? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the purpose for the formation of the Inter-School Association; 
and 

(u) whether it is obligatory for each school to join the Association 
and pay the fee and subscription as directed? 


The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I understand that a 
circular was issued and the annual subscription is Rs. 25 for each boys’ 
high English school and Rs. 5 for each girls’ school. The entry fee for 
boys’ high English schools has been reduced to 2 annas per student. 
The circular was issued under the authority of the Dinajpur Inter- 
School District Sporting Association which is a branch of the Indian 
Schools Sporting Association, Bengal. 

(6) ( i ) To further the ideals of the Youth Movement and the spread 
of physical culture and social uplift among the younger generation. 

(ii) No. 


Detenu Sj. Subimal Sarkar, B.Sc. (Eng.). 

120. Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that Sj. Subimal Sarkar, Bis'c. (Eng.), w as 

earning a sum of Rs. 250 per month as an Engineer before 
his arrest in October, 1932; 

(б) whether it is known to Government that he was contributing 

monthly about Rs. 100 to his aged and invalid parents for 
* their maintenance; 

(c) whether it is a fact that his aged and invalid parents were not 
granted any allowance; 
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(<Z) whether it is a fact that he was granted a fortnight’s leave and 
thereafter a fortnight’s extension in June to see his ailing 
father at Rajshahi ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that he applied for a second extension of 
his leave ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that before the receipt of any order on his 
application for the second extension of leave he was taken 
away from his ailing father and transferred to the Presidency 
Jail; 

(g) whether his application for the second extension was rejected ; 

and 

(h) if so, the reasons for his not being timely informed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU DD IN : (a) to (c) I am informed 
that this detenu returned home from Malay in December, 1931, after 
having relinquished his appointment there, and that until his arrest in 
October, 1932, he did nothing but render some slight assistance in his 
lather’s contracting business. No allowance was granted for some time 
after his arrest as the family required no assistance. Recently, however, 
an allowance has been sanctioned as the condition of the family has 
(hanged for the worse. 

• (d) Yes. 

(e) Government have received no such application. 

(/) to ( h ) Do not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : With reference to answers (a) 
to (c), line 5, how long was the family given no allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Percentage of Muslim representation in the Calcutta High Court. 

121. Mr. MD. MOHSIN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
(barge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state 
the percentage of Muslim representation of employees separately in all 
ike cadres in the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court? 

(6) Is it a fact that out of the total strength of 145 permanent 
(onployees in , the different cadres in the Original Side only 8 are 
Muslims? . 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total rfumber 
temporary clerks in the Original Side and also how many of them 

are Muslims? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is contem- 
plating recruitment of only Muslims to get the required percentage of 
their representations in Government services by properly advertising all 
the future vacancies? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) to (c) The member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 48 asked by Mr. Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Hosaini in this session 
of the Assembly, and to the information supplied by the courtesy of the 
High Court. 

(d) Government has no concern with recruitment to these posts. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (d), 
has the Government laid down any percentage in regard to tlie recruit - 
ment of judicial officers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have already said that the High Court is an autonomous body. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Has the Hon’ble Minister any 
hand in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur': 

The Government of Bengal do not want to interfere with the manage- 
ment of the High Court. 

Lecturers in the Bengal Veterinary College. 

122. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the Bengal 
Veterinary College — 

(i) how many Lecturers are there at present; and 

(it) how many of them are (A) Muhammadans and (B) Hindus? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any Assistant Lecturer? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is a Hindu or a Muhammadan ? 

. (d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing for the Bengal Veterinary College — 

(i) how many House Surgeons are there in the different attached 
hospitals ; 
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(ii) how many of th$m are (A) Muhammadans and (B) Hindus; 
(iity how many glanders inspectors, are attached thereto ; and 
($$ how many of them are (.4) Muhammadans and ( B ) Hindus? 


The Hon’ble Nawato Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) A statement is laid on the table. 

( b ) Yes, one. 

(c) Hindu. 

(J) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) ( i ) and (ii) of unstarred 
question No. 122. 

Total number of Lecturers . . . . 6 

Hindus . . . . . . 4 

Muhammadans . . . . . . 2 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d) of unstarred question No. 122. 


Designation of posts. 

House Surgeons 
(danders Inspectors 


Total 

number Hindus, 
of posts. 


Muham- 

madans. 


3 3 Nil. 


7 r> 2 


Paid apprentices in the Bengal Government Press. 

123. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware that paid 
apprentices are taken in the Bengal Government Press? 

0>) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such apprentices appointed from 1920 to 1936, 
year by year ; 

(ft) their pay; 

(fft) the expenditure incurred for them and the income derived from 
their work; 

Gr) whether the apprentices appointed had any relations among the 
employees of the Bengal Government Press; 

(f 1 ) if so, their names and designations ; 

G'O the qualification required of such apprentices, the mode of their 
selection; and 


10 
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■. (viz) whether all such apprentices were employed in the Bengal 
-Government Press after completing their period oi 
apprenticeship? 

(c) If the reply to clause ( b ) (vii) is in the negative, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for taking more 
apprentices than are actually necessary? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the apprentices are given annual increments in their 
salary? 

(e) Is it also a fact that — 

(?) the trained workers of even 30 years' standing do never get the 
increment of their salary that is paid to these apprentices; 
and 

(ii) that there is no system of regular increment in the waggs of 
these workers? 

(/) If the answers to ( d ) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons? * 

MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker): (a) Yes. 

( b ) (?) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(ii) A statement showing the grade of pays given to apprentices is 
laid on the table. 

(iii) The information desired by the hon’ble member is not readily 
available and cannot be obtained without an expenditure of time, labour 
and money, which Government are not prepared to undertake. 

(iv) and (v) Yes; a statement is laid on the Library table; • 

(vi) The qualification required of an apprentice is 'that he should 
possess a good knowledge of English and should be able to read English 
documents easily. An examination is held every year when candidates 
are put to a test. 

(vii) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes, five annual increments. 

1 

(e) (i) and (ii) It is true that piece-workers do not get regular annua 
increments, but they can earn many more than five increments at con 
ing* to their skill. 

(/) It was supposed that these two sets of conditions were mutually 

equitable. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) (ii) of unstarred question No. 123* 

A. — Apprenticeship commencing at the age of 17-20 years : — - 

Rs. 


1st year . . . . . . 35 

2nd year . . . . . . 40 

3rd year . . . . . . 45 

4th year . . . . . . 50 

5th year . . . . . . 55 


B. — Apprenticeship commencing at the age of 21-23 years : — 

Rs. 


1st year . . . . . . 40 

2nd year . . . . . . 45 

3rd year . . . . . . 50 t 

4th year . . . . . . 55 

5th year . . . . . . 60 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister, who 
is absent, be pleased to state 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the absence 
of my colleague, I shall try to answer the question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister says that 
lie will only try to answer my questions. The other day you ruled 
that if a particular Minister is absent at the question time, it could 
be answered later on, but that it is very desirable for the Hon’ble 
Minister to be present at the question time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am helpless in the matter. It is the duty of 
every Minister to be present at the time when a particular question 
standing in his name is taken up. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My Hon’ble 
Colleague had to leave the Chamber for unavoidable reasons, but before 

left he had requested me to answer his questions, if necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to admit that there may be 
^avoidable circumstances compelling a Minister to be absent .but it 
w °uld be fair to the House and to the Speaker if he would inform me 
*°ut his absence so that I might not put the question standing in 
name. ^ 
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■ The Hon’ble Sii^BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But I am pre- 
pared, Sir, to answer the supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is there any principle for selecting 
apprentices? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has that principle of selection 
anything to do with relationship with Government servants? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The principle 
is clearly laid down in the reply itself. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is there any quota fixed for taking- 
apprentices ? 

9 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has any apprenticeship examina- 
tion been held as stated in answer (?;)? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I understand it 
is held. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has each of the 31 candidates been 
selected as a result of the test examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The hon’ble member 
seems to know more about, these things than the Ministers. In that 
case what is good of putting further questions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not suppose you can expect the Hon’ble 
Minister to.be able to say as to whether the 31 candidates.^!# appoint- 
ed on' the result of the examination. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it. not a fact that the Anglo- 
Indians and Christians predominated so far as the successful candidates 
are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I believe not 

Dr; NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to say that the following are not Anglo-Indian names: — 

(The member read out certain names.) 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH POYS It is apparent 
from the list that it is so. 

Application for leave of absence. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg leave 
to move that this House do permit Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerji, repre- 
senting the Calcutta Suburbs Registered Factories Constituency, to be 
absent for the period from 29th July, 1937, till the end of the present 
teession for which he finds that he is unable to attend meetings of the 
Assembly on the ground that he is confined in Jail. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, I would like again to draw the attention of the leaders of 
the different groups as to whether it would not be convenient if they 
give me an idea beforehand as to what amendments are not going to 
he pressed by the respective parties. I find that out of first batch of 
53G amendments, 20 are for select committees. Out of the remaining 
51G as many as 178 has been given notice of by members of the 
Coalition Group; 94 by the Congress Party; 98 by the Nationalist 
Party; 16 by Scheduled Castes; 30 by Europeans and 13 by unattached 
members. I do not want to restrict the right of any member to move 
his motiolr, ,1m t I think it would be convenient if the leaders of the 
different groups can arrange for themselves as to whfeh of the amend- 
ments they are going to take up. There is also another matter. I 
should like to know from the Leader of the House and also the leader 
°f the opposition as to how long they would like to continue this 
session. I was trying to find out this morning as to the relevancy of 
these amendments and I found that quite a lot of them are beyond the 
8 cope of the Bill and that after four hours’ work I could only dispose 
100 amendments. So far as the Bill is concerned, the first three 
clauses .are not very important but on clause 4 there are about 300 
a mendments. Each of these has to be examined in the light of its 
e ftect on the main sections of the Bill. What I suggest is to have a 
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list of amendments which the different groups want to jfress for decision 
and of amendments they would be prepared to withdraw. That would 
not only simplify the task of examining them, but would also expedite 
our work. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have got a lfst of 
amendments made out, and I am prepared to hand it *ov£r to you. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq then handed over the list to 
the Hon’ble Speaker.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is this on behalf of the Coalition Party? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, up to clause 4 
only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not my point. I want lo know how 
many of these amendments you are going to press and how many “to* 
withdraw. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oh, 1 see. Some of them 
will be withdrawn in any case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got from your group about 178 amend- 
ments up to clause 4. How many of them are you going to move, 
may I know? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have not been able to 
come to any decision on this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty i s that up to clause 4 there are 352 
amendments and the last portion of amendment No. 352 is out of order. 
Do I understand that you are withdrawing amendments Nos. 3C ; 38, 
40, 47, 99, 118, 152, 153, and so on? 


Maulvj TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I make a submission, Sir? 
I have ’seen that list which has been handed over io you by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister. Most of these amendments will not be moved, 
but, I think, Mr. Speaker, you will no doubt consider the right of an 
individual member, who may like to move some of his amendments. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In answer to you all I can say is that in - respect 
of this Bill I shall be very reluctant to exercise my right of permitting 
any short-notice amendment in view of the fact that we have already 
had a very heavy list of amendments. If, however, a member wants 
tj> move a particular amendment, I cannot certainly rule him out. But 
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[ want to know beforehand, whether on party lines, your party* or other 
parties wijl move all the amendments of which they have given notice. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Generally that will be very 
lifficult to say, for an individual member may like to move an amend- 
ment even though his party is against it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult situation. I do not know, 
bow individual members of a party will or may go out of his party 
[lecision. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is only a question, Sir, which 
has relation to an individual member and his party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan must remember that 
the Parliamentary system can go on functioning only on a party basis. 

* “Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: What about unattached 
members, Sir P 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I can see, you have got amendments 
Nos. 09, 70, 484 and other standing in your name. How many of them 
are you going to move? 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: That depends, Sir, on 
how the debate proceeds in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, you cannot say anything definite at this 
stage ? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I am afraid, not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I know from the Leader of the Congress 
Group what is their position with regard to their amendments? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, Is it 
your ruling, in view of what you have said just now, that a private 
member belonging to a party will not have the right to move any 
individual amendment even if his party had given the assurance that 
d would not be moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: At the outset I have said, Dr. Sanyal, that while 
1 am inquiring for my own information as to which amendment^ of a 
party will mo v©d, I cannot rule out any member who does wish to 
m ° Ve an amendment, belonging to the party or not belonging to it. 
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Dr. KALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I suggest, Sir that in order 
to expedite business we might have whole-night sittings of this House 
as the Parliament does in England? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You forget the difference of temperature that 
exists between England and India ! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May I suggest that you, Sir, 
and the various leaders of the parties retire into a separate room for 
15 minutes after adjourning the House for coming to a solution over 
this matter of the amendments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That would, indeed, be very convenient for 
coming to a solution. I would like, however, io know if Mr. Bose has 
come to any decision in this matter. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: It will not he possible for me 
immediately to give aou the numbers of amendments, of which notice 
has been given by members of my party, which will not be moved ; Vft 
I can give you an idea, and that is that not more than 50 per cent, of 
the amendments will be pressed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Solely I would like to have the views of the 
Leader of the House in this matter. Clause 4 has got about 250 amend- 
ments, and each of these has to he examined in relation to its effect 
upon not only the Act itself hut also upon the particular clauses aou 
may be considering; and it is humanly impossible within the time ve 
have got to deal with all the amendments, and I would like to know if 
Government would take the responsibility of deciding its effect upon a 
particular section or sections. I can say for the information of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister that, that after a very cursory examination 
of the amendments this morning — I sat for 4 hours examining them— 
I find that No. 30 is out of order, and Nos. 37 and 39 are not only out 
of order but are also in conflict with another section and No. 48 
(omission of clause 3) is beyond the scope of the Bill. The drafting 
of certain amendments requires to be changed. One is consequential 
to No. 65. And 1 do not know as to Avhich one is consequential and 
which one is not. Therefore, I want to have advice from the Leader of 
the House, because I do not wish to he held responsible for any 
incongruity or inconsistency in this legislation. I, on my part, am quite 
prepared to go on and work from day to day till the whole thing 
finished. But I should like to know whether Government are prepared 
to take responsibility on their shoulders for any legal effect and conse- 
quences which may arise as a result of any amendment being moved 
and passed. As I have said, after deA r oting 4 or 5 hours this morning. 

I have been able to examine only a little over 100 amendments. An* 1 
if I had not done so, perhaps I would have allowed amendments to be 
moved which subsequently might have been found to he out of order. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far as our decision 
is concerned, you will find that we have already decided that those 
motions to which you have made reference will be withdrawn. Now, 
cases may arise in which amendments may be moved which were not 
intended to be moved. When we have so many amendments before us, 
it is impossible to say off-hand what will be the effect of a particular 
amendment, but, of course, so far as responsibility is concerned, I do 
not wish to .say that you, Sir, should share any responsibility with us, 
but, I am afraid, the different groups in this House must ultimately 
share responsibility with us, because it is a piece of legislation which 
would affect the country and the people at large and not merely the 
Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So, I take it that I shall have to allow all the 
amendments that are moved to be discussed, without any responsibility 
on my part as to their legal effect. 

• *The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as we are con- 
cerned, we have given sufficient indication as to how many of these 
amendments will be withdrawn as soon as they are reached, and we 
shall further weed out as many as we can to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would lighten my task very much if I could 
get a list of amendments from the different parties which they want 
to press. Then I can go on with these amendments as the debate 
proceeds and find out whether any of them is out of older or not 
relevant. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In view of your sugges- 
tion, Sir, may I submit that if you, Mr. Speaker, declare Saturday a 
holiday, the leaders of the different groups can put their heads- 
together — they will get two days, viz., Saturday and Sunday — and dis- 
miss the matter and decide as to which amendments to move and which 
to withdraw and submit a list to you, Sir, on Monday, so that we can 
begin our discussions here on Monday next and finish the Bill in two 
or three days. (Surprised cries of “Two or three days” !) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That is not possible, because the various 
parties have got to meet and discuss this matter first amongst them- 
selves. Then their leaders will be given a mandate, who can then 
ftieet together and discuss the whole thing amongst themselves. This 
w ill take more time than 2 days. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: May I submit one 
^hig, Sir? The examination of a large number of amendments will 
^T'ire time — whether the examination is made by the Leader of the 
House or by the Leader of the Opposition or by the Hon’ble Speaker, 
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it will require time. Where is the time when Government intends to 
rush the Bill through? How is it possible to examine the amendments 
in such circumstances? 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: With regard to the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister’s statement that Government alone will not be 
responsible but that the whole House will have to share the respon- 
sibility, may I point out that Government at first proposed that the 
Bill should be referred to a Select Committee and later on decided that 
the Bill should be considered and passed clause by clause? Therefore, 
the responsibility is theirs alone, and cannot really be shifted on to the 
shoulders of other groups in this House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then there is another matter w T hich I should like 
to have cleared up. Under clause 4 there are about 250 amendments. 
They could not, even be sorted out. I have even noticed amendments 
in which deletion of particular words is sought, as for instance *iri* 
amendments Nos. 125 and 246. You will realise that unless all the 
amendments to a particular clause are gone through, it would be very 
difficult to find out as to which of the amendments should be allowed 
and which should not be allowed. Thereafter, I am afraid I shall not 
be able to put the amendments to the House until I adjourn the House 
as soon as all the amendments are finished on a particular clause and 
get some time to find out the relevancy of these amendments to that 
particular clause and to decide the order in which they should be placed. 
What I propose to do, if it is possible, is to so arrange that if debate 
on a particular clause is finished at 7 or 7-30 in the evening on a parti- 
cular day, then I shall put it the first thing the next day after having 
gone through its implications over-night. I do not want to jake up 
the time of the Council in deciding these points immediately on the 
floor of this House. In case I find that a debate on a particular clause 
closes at 4-30 or 5-30 in the afternoon, I propose to exercise my right 
not to put the clauses disposed of. What I shall do is to put them on 
the next day as the first thing. I think that will be very convenient. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in view of the remarks 
;hat have been made by Rai Harendra Nath Choudhury and 
!dr. Santosh Kumar Basil, I wish to make a statement. It was the 
ntention of Government to try and have a smooth passage of this Bib- 
Vith this object in view, Government did all that was humanly possible 
o ascertain the views of the different sections regarding the amend- 
ments they were going to put forward. (Cries of : Question, question.) 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami : What steps did you take.) (^ r * 
Yalinaksha Sanyal: Question.) You question everything; you keep 
piiet, please. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it permissible for 
ny member to browbeat 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Government con- 
idered the position very carefully, and at one time they thought that 
he best way to deal with the situation would be to send the Bill to a 
•elect Committee. As soon, however, as that decision of Government 
became known, some persons bent on mischief went on creating- trouble 
ml agitation in the country to the effect that Government wei*e going 
o shelve the consideration of the Bill. Government were prepared to 
are that situation also. But it became evident that the agitation was 
rowing in intensity from day to day, and they thought that the best 
ray to deal with the situation would he to leave the matter to the 
tulividual discretion of the members. There are various proposals 
lefore the House. If the House decides that the Bill should go to a 
•elect Committee, it is entirely its business. And if the House decides 
hat the Bill should be considered on the floor of the House, clause by 
iause, that, too, will be its own business. But, so far as Government 
ire concerned, they have decided not to support the motion for refer- 
ing the Bill to a Select Committee but they propose to go on with 
lie Bill here and now — no matter how long the discussions may take 
dare and no matter whatever the inconvenience that may be caused 

0 particular parties or individuals. Our position is clear. We will 
!’o on from day to day and we think that is the best possible solution 

1 a very difficult problem. No doubt there will be difficulties in our 
rav, but the best way to solve those difficulties is by not taking a 
Holiday but by putting in an extra amount of work every day and by 
ach one of us to find out what amendments are essential and what 
mendments are unessential. If we do that I feel that although we 
ua,v not be able to make much progress on Saturday, by Monday we 
'ill come prepared with a list which will show that the formidable 
lumber 1,756 has dwindled down to one-third. I think if we go on a 
■ay or two further in the discussion of this Bill the difficulties will 
^appear, and I do not think it will be impossible to deal with the 
lill if' we agree to sit a few days more than we have agreed to do under 
he present programme. My suggestion through you to this House is 
hat instead of putting forward suggestions and counter-suggestions, 
et ns go on with the consideration of the amendments. Our progress 
111 the first one or two days may be slow. But then we have a Sunday 
U( 1 on that Sunday the leaders of the various groups and others 
nterested in seeing the smooth passage of the Bill will have time to 

down and discuss the matter together. One thing — if we agree t6 
^“Operate & friendly spirit to see that the Bill gets through, *there 
V ? h»e no difficulty. I hope and trust that difficulties will ' not be 
row n in the way of the smooth passage of the Bill. I am not casting 
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any reflection on any one. But there may be some who are ill-advised 
and I appeal to each and every one of us who may be in that frame of 
mind to co-operate with all other sections of the House in order to see 
that the difficulties may disappear and the Bill may be passed by the 
Legislature in this session. That is what Government expect and 
Government hope for and the present decision of Government is not 
to shirk the Bill but to pass it into law as quickly as possible. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The first portion of the statement 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister was most astounding. He said that 
Government had taken steps to find out what amendments were go i un- 
to be moved. It is certainly news to this side of the House that Gov- 
ernment ever took such step. This House is w^ell aware that advance 
copies of the Bill were circulated by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
among a certain section of this House and in answer to a question pul 
by me lie confessed that he had not even sent a single copy to any 
single member of the Congress party. 

Then, Sir, the next point that the Hon’ble Chief Minister made was 
even more astounding. He said that the Government’s original inten- 
tion was to move for the appointment of a Select Committee but that, 
they had to surrender to mischievous propaganda outside. I do not 
know- 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have never said that. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I have kept a note of what he 
said. He said that mischievous persons had started a propaganda 
outside that the Bill was going to be shelved. So I submit that the 
comment I made on the statement of the Chief Minister w r as a proper 
comment. He said that because of the mischievous propaganda by 
mischievous persons Government decided to give up the idea of moving 
for the appointment of a Select Committee. I do not think any com- 
mentary is needed on that. It is sufficient to repeat again what the 
Chief Minister said. It is the first time that I come to know in my 
experience as a member of the legislature that a responsible Govern- 
ment surrenders to mischievous propaganda. 

The Hon”fe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a personal explana- 
tion, Sir. Vhave never meant that there was any surrendering. But 
there was (thwarting of the mischief. 

Mr. 8 AKER: I hope this will not be an occasion for debate 
and coun \debate. I hope Mr. Bose you will %e short. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: So far as his third point is 
cerned, the Government have decided to leave it to the “individua 
discretion” of the members by which I suppose he meant “individua 
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idgment.” So far as the Congress party is concerned, they are 
repared to exercise th§ir individual and collective judgment to the 
est of their ability. We do realise, as the Chief Minister has said, 
tie difficulty and magnitude of our task and we also realise — and I 
ay this on behalf of my party — with a certain amount of disappoint- 
lent that we do not find in the Bill any provision for safeguarding 
lie interests of the actual tillers of the soil. That makes our position 
11 the more difficult. On an earlier occasion, Mr. Speaker you will 
emember, I had the opportunity of enunciating t lie policy of my party 
o far as the peasantry of Bengal was concerned. 

As regards the amount of work that is required, we are prepared 
o co-operate with the other groups of the House. We are prepared 
o put in as much time and labour as we are called upon to do, and 
re are not going to shirk it. We are prepared to consider every single 
►revision of the Bill and to bring to bear on each our individual and 
ollective judgment from the point of view’ of the actual tiller of the 
oil .» We shall not be parties to delaying the consideration and pass- 
ng of the measure by a single minute. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With the sanc- 
ion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to introduce a Bill further 
a) amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, 188*5. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might at this stage announce that under Rules 
uni Standing Orders His Excellency the Governor has communicated 
lis sanction to the Bill being taken into consideration and I am also to 
mnounce that His Excellency in view of the provision of paragraph 17 

the Governor’s Instrument of Instructions gives his sanction to all 
the amendments which I find in order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYA L: Sir, may I know w r hy it w T as found 
necessary to seek His Excellency’s sanction in this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Section 299 enjoins that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I respectfully submit that 
( l°e> not apply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It does. You will find that no Bill or amend- 
m ent for the extinction or modification of rights in land shall be taken 
ll P without his previous sanction. 


Dr - NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Nothing of the kind I submit. 

■ Mr - SPEAKER: I do not agree. Land means every kind of right 
h the land. There are any number of sections in this Bill which ^ 
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require the previous sanction of the Governor, and His Excellency has 
given his sanction. 

The Secretary then read the ghort-title of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH* ROY : I beg to leave 
that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The general election under the new Constitution was fought .on the 
issue of introducing measures for the amelioration of the masses. The 
Congress, the Muslims, the non-Congress Hindus and the Schedule 
castes all sought the suffrage of the electorate on the pledge of under- 
taking legislations for improving the economic condition of the agri- 
culturists. Those who were returned from special constituencies abo 
had the same object in view’. They too stood for a reasonable and 
equitable adjustment bewteen the class and the mass interests that 
being the surest guarantee against class welfare and fire best method 
of avoiding the conflict between the two. Thus in the midst of all 
diversity of political view’s of the different political parties seeking 
election to the legislature, there w r as a fundamental unity. This might, 
render the task of achieving the improvement in the condition of Bengal 
peasantry somewhat easy, though entailing great sacrifice on the part 
of the landlords. 


The condition of the Bengal agriculturists bad as it was has been 
rendered worse by the world depression. Jle has no credit and the 
value of agricultural pioduce having gone down, he finds himself in 
difficulty even in meeting his ordinary obligations, besides maintain- 
ing himself and his family. It may not be out of place here to point 
out that his indebtedness is due largely to reasons other than rent 
w’hich is only a small fraction of his debt. The incident of rent in 
Bengal is not more than Rs. *1 in average per am\ whereas the tenants’ 
net income from the same aiea of land may be safely taken at some- 
thing between Rs. *i0 to Rs. *15. Fortunately, however, there seems to 
be a turning of the tide since last year and things are looking brighter. 
The colossal debt of the agriculturist has, how’ever, created a situation 
which has got to be remedied. No Government can afford to ignore 1 
the situation or can hope to improve the condition of the country with- 
out increasing the credit and the purchasing power of the peasantry. 
While a contented and prosperous raiyat in an agricultural province 
like Bengal is its pride, a discontented and despondent peasantry is 
constant source of worry and difficulty. Discontentment is the surest 
incubator of revolution. Along with other ameliorative measures this 
pill is expected to do nwav with the tension of feeling between d ie 
landlord and the tenant. The economic depression, inculcation of the 
new theory that the tillers and not the zemindars are the proprietors 
of land and dessimination of communistic ideas amongst the ag‘ r1 ' 
,culturists have contributed to the creation of this tension. 
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The abolition of the permanent settlement is being seriously suggest- 
ed by those who are in The happy position of onlookers though not 
necessarily seeing always the best of the game. They^iefcl a righteous 
indignation against the landlord apd is out on a crusade against him. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA S08E: May I humbly request the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister for my edification to explain 1 what he means 
by ‘Communistic ideas”? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope the 
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition will have patience. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S* 8UHRAWARDY: He ought to understand 
the meaning of “communistic ideas”. 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There are 
suggestions for nationalisation of land as the panacea of all evils. 
The opinion against the permanent settlement had its genesis in the 
views expressed from time to time since the middle of the last century 
by a set of British officials who did not hesitate to describe it as the 
folly of Lord Cornwallis. Human memory anxious to drop the details 
of this complicated process of evolution retains only its result and not 
liow it was achieved. Thus at this distance of time the origin of the 
system appeals to be lost sight of and is somewhat shrouded in mystery. 
The authors of this movement managed to foiget the facts that induced 
t lie Board of Directors of the East India Company to agree to the pro- 
posals of Lord Cornwallis and how the permanent settlement helped 
the expansion of the British power in Tndia by enabling Government 
of the day to carry on the war against the Marhatta and Tipu Sultan. 
This movement against the zemindary system gained a further momen- 
tum by the financial difficulties of Bengal under the Meston Settlement. 
Serious attempts were made to establish the fact that Bengal’s financial 
embarrassment was due to the inelisticity of her land revenue. The 
question was examined in detail for the consideration of the Simon 
Commission and according to our revenue experts the net gain of 
Government, if the permanent settlement was abolished, could not be 
computed higher than Rs. 80 lakhs. Abolition of the permanent 
s e1tlement is being advocated more earnestly than ever since the intro- 
duction of the Provincial Autonomy. But majority of the supporters 
the proposal probably require permanent settlement with the jotedars 
an d occupancy ^raiyats instead of permanent settlement with the 
Ze mindars. This I venture to think will neither augment the revenues 
°f Government substantially nor the economic condition qf the 
Peasantry. The solution af the problem requires a bold and drastic 
Giange in the land tenure system of the Province and not substitution 
0 °ne class of rent receivers by another. The curse of the permanency 
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settlement is not the fixity of revenue which has undoubtedly made 
the burden on the tiller much lighter than in the provinces where the 
settlement is* temporary, but the creation of subinfeudation and the 
long chain of reni receivers intercepting varying amounts of profit. 

Those who talk of the abolition of the permanent settlement do not 
seem to realise the magnitude of the problem or to recognise the rami- 
fications of the system. The total number of zemindars and tenure- 
holders including their dependants are over five millions. It is, there- 
fore, too large an interest to be expropriated even if it is considered 
necessary. When we talk of the uplift of the masses, we are often 
apt to forget that the majority of this five millions form a substantial 
portion of the very masses whose interest we are all anxious to safe- 
guard 01 whose uplift we are determined to bring about. Hasty legis- 
lation may frustrate our very object and lead the country to greater 
• difficulties than ever. The question being as big as the nation’s life 
requires and deserves careful and serious consideration and scrutiny 
by an independent Commission of Enquiry, before the line of actfoff’ 
“can be settled by this Government or any Government. Our idea is 
to suggest a permanent remedy, a remedy that would settle the question 
for a long time to come and would be conducive to agricultural pros- 
perity and improvement of the economic condition of the peasantry 
without at the same time throwing out of employment one-tenth of the 
nation by expropriation of their valuable interests. Elemination of 
middlemen, which to my mind is essential in order to bring about real 
<economic uplift of the peasantry, should be seemed by State purchase 
of the superior interests in land. 

My Muslim colleagues in Government gave pledges to their consti- 
tuencies to improve the lot of the raiyats. My Hindu colleagues and 
I too have our obligations to our respective constituencies. We believe 
in a fair adjustment between the claims of the landlords and tenants— 
adjustment which is essential in the interest of good feeling between 
the two classes. This good feeling can never be fostered unless both 
parties realise its necessity and assume an attitude of tolerance and 
mutual accommodation. Unreasonableness is bound to provoke ill* 
feeling which is inimical to the larger interest of both the communities. - 

The object of this Bill is lo amend some of the existing provisions 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act which have been found to operate rather 
harshly on the cultivators for the purpose of giving immediate relief 
to him. The Bill does not attempt to bring about a radical reform in 
the existing system of land tenure by comprehensive amendment of 
the Act. The solution of the trigger issues must be postponed till the 
proposed Commission of Enquiry submits its report. Among the 
important provisions of the Bill are to be found those for the abolition 
of landlord’s transfer fee and the right of pre-emption. Abolition of 
the transfer fee will increase the credit of the raiyat by 20 per cent, 
because the fee is now levied at that rate on the purchase money. 
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Personally I would have preferred a compromise on the basis of reduc- 
tion in the rate of landlord’s transfer fee instead of its total abolition, 
as a golden mean, giving financial relief to the raiyat. But as far as 
it could be informally ascertained, this proposal did not find favour 
with the majority of the tenants representatives. The proposal entails 
a large sacrifice on the part of the landlords, because they will be 
deprived annually of something between 30 to 35 lakhs even in the 
present market. It is difficult to deny that these proposals cannot be 
interpreted as involving the principle of expropriation of the landlord’s 
right and as such are against my personal view's. These proposals, 
lunvever, have been included in the Bill by Government in the hope 
that in view of the insistent demand by the tenants representatives for 
the abolition of the transfer fee and preemption, the landlords may find 
it expedient to agree to them in the interest of better feeling between 
themselves and the raiyats. 

In course of the discussion on the Land Revenue Demand, view’s 
'i’etfe expressed against the use of certificate procedure by Government 
by the Court of Wards and private landlords for realisation of rent.- 
Government, therefore, out of deference to the wishes of the House 
propose To repeal Chapter XIIIA depriving the private landlords of 
the privilege of realising rent under the summary procedure. No 
friend of the tenant should, however, encourage him to get into arrears. 
Much of his trouble is due to his indebtedness. If w T e want the 
zimiindary system to continue adequate facilities must be given to 
landlords for realisation of rent and must not accept the principle of 
rent being payable wdien able. On this consideration, Government 
have suggested sight modification of section 148(70 of the Act of offer 
facilities to landlords for realising rent expeditiously through the 
Civil Court. The Bill further proposes to confer occupancy right on 
all under-ariyats and to give facilities to all occupancy raiyat and 
uncler-raiyats to regain possession of holdings under certain conditions 
placed under usufractuary mortgage. There are also provision for 
reduction of the rate of interest on arrears from 12i per cent, to 6^ 
per cent, for better facilities for subdivision of tenures and holdings 
k under section 88, for suspension of the operation of all sections, for 
enhancement of rent and for imposing summary penalties foi ..exact ion 
ef ahwabs. Thus the Bill provides practically for the removal of all 
the urgent grievances of the tenants and takes away all the privileges 
that were conferred on the landlords by the amending Act of 1928 by 
Wa .v of quid-pro-qvo for the concessions made by them to the tenants 
011 that occasion. 

In conclusion; I venture to request the House to use its powers with 
Moderation in dealing with a Bill that agects the rights of a minority 
^Mmunity. I hope its attitude will not be one of hostility but of 
apathy. It would be a bad day for Bengal if intoxication of power 
better of our judgment in dealing with a question involving the^ 
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interest of a class tliat lias rendered valuable services to the State and 
the country from time immemorial. The futuie of Bengal is in making 
and the House is faced with a seiious and difficult responsibility of 
bringing about adjustment of interests by a fair and equitable method. 
We must not do anything which the future historian will find difficult 
to justify and which will not be vindicated in the bar of public opinion 
after the din bustle of the present controversy subsides. Bengal’s 
capacity to govern herself will be tested by the attitude this House 
adopts towards this measure and the protection it gives to the minority 
interest. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when I asked 
for edification on one point the Hon’ble Revenue Minister desired me 
to wait and he said that he would explain what is meant by preaching 
of communistic principles. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We can leave communism for the time being* 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: In his opening speech the Hon’ble 
Minister used that expression and I would like him to explain for my 
edification. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help it Mr. Bose. When you asked the 
question it was quite open to him to answer. When he has not done 
that, you can draw your own conclusion. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Minister simply wanted to raise that bogey. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar, that is absolutely not the point 
for the time being. I am now dealing with the question of amend- 
ments. 

I understand that amendment No. 1 by Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall' 
Tapuriah will not be moved. 

(Amendment No. 1 was not moved.) 

(A Member from the Congress benches rose to oppose the Bill.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry as regards the question of opposing a 
Bill at the introduction stage, you are too late. Under the rule as if 
stands it is the right of a member to introduce a Bill. It is a matter 
of pure form, because introduction, is dispensed with under section 
by its publication in the local gazette. I am afraid I cannot help y 0T1 * 
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Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicit- 
ing opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1937. 

My first objection to taking the Bill into consideration on the floor 
of the House is the speed with which this measure has been thrust upon 
ns. I have considerable sympathy with what the leader of the opposi- 
tion has said and I do not think that a Bill of this length and of this 
importance, and particularly when it is now complicated by almost 
innumerable amendments, can be satisfactorily dealt with at such short 
notice. There is a danger in this haste of producing piecemeal legisla- 
tion, which is never satisfactory. It is going to be more satisfactory 
for all parties if we make this haste more slowly and give all members 
of this House a much longer time to consider the Bill even if we have 
(o wait for another session. The permanent settlement has been in r 
iorce for something like 150 years. There was a compromise on the 
question of rights in 1928 and I cannot see in view of its magnitude 
.the necessity for this hasty legislation. We all agree there is tremen- 
dous scope for improvement in this yexed land question in Bengal. 
No one will question that; but I say again you will get that improve- 
ment, by more careful consideration than I fear it would be possible 
tor us to give to this Bill and its many amendments and I suggest that 
i lie motion I put before you will give us this opportunity. 

There is another point which I venture to think is still more import- 
ant and that is that this Bill modifies rights in connection with land. 
Further, from the Instrument of Instructions which is a public docu- 
ment, having been published, in the Gazette, it is perfectly plain to 
everyone that the nature of the Bill is such that it must go to His 
Excellency the Viceroy. Now, if this Bill is going, as I say it must 
go, in whatever form it emerges, to His Excellency the Viceroy, there 
are two essential features that it must exhibit. One is that there 
must accompany the Bill a substantial case that it is a genuinely bene- 
ficial measure commanding general support. 

TJie second condition is that the Bill will not be acceptable if private 
lights of any minority are expropriated without compensation. Now. 
^ir, I submit that in taking this Bill into consideration on the floor 
' °f this House we will find it impossible to achieve these two essential 
conditions. In the first place, with all deference to what the Honour- 
able Minister said in moving about the election pledges — I do not know 
Aether these pledges are sufficiently clear to all of us — I do not think 
^bat this House can say unanimously that the Bill has general public 
support; and again on the second point, unless the Bill emerges from 
die consideration stage entirely new, it is bound to contain this inter- 
jeience with the rights of minorities and that being so, if that view 
1s Faken (I may, of course, be entirely wrong), I submit that anyone 
thinks the matter out will come to this conclusion; is it right that 
Members of this House, and there are many busy members here, should 
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waste their time in considering a Bill which cannot be brought into 
effect and which may damage itself by being sent up to the Viceroy 
in a crude form? If it is our desire, and I understand from the land- 
lords’ representatives it is the desire of every one of them, to improve 
the conditions of the tenants, let us go about it in the soundest possible 
way and achieve something which can be made good law and help in 
attaining this object. 

I will not comment much on the various provisions of the Bill and 
the effect they have on the different parties concerned, because these 
matters have no direct connection with my motion. If my motion is 
unfortunately lost, they will be discussed, perhaps ad nauseam, when 
this Bill come to be considered on the floor of the House ; but I would 
say that if this Bill claims to benefit the cultivators, which is the desiie 
of all of us, I would ask people to think very carefully and see if it 
really does benefit the cultivators. I say there are certain dangers in 
weakening the power of the landlords and breaking such connection as 
there is between them and the tenants and the under-tenants. The* 
may not have done in the past all that is expected of them but I would 
say that if this Bill is circulated for opinion, those landlords will appre- 
ciate what public opinion is about their deeds and misdeeds in the past 
It may be possible to get them to realise more that while property 
definitely carries rights with it, still more does it carry duties. 

Then, Sir, it seems to me that the general tendency of this legisla- 
tion, apart from whether or not it benefits the tiller of the soil, is to 
deal a definite blow at the landlords who are on the verge of expro- 
priation. It affects the rights of property. I say, Sir, that it is the 
duty of the Government and it is the duty of every member of this 
House to protect the rights of property irrespective of class. Can you 
argue that because the landlord has not given to the under-raiyat all 
that some members think the raiyat is entitled to, he should he 
deprived of anything that he has? If so, what is the logical conclu- 
sion? Why should we stop here and why not deprive everyone of. their 
light to property ? (Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar : In due course). 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar says that it will be done in due course. Nobody 
has any right to take away all the rights and eventually deprive a man 
of what is his own. You cannot deprive a man of his property. No. 
No. However good it may be in the beginning, no State system with 
its rules and rigidity and its inevitable tendency towards interference 
with private enterprise, and with the fruits which everyone of us is 
entitled to gather from his private efforts : no State system which inter- 
feres in such a way, can ever in the end be so good for the individuals 
of any country. The State begins by/ depriving all of the rights of 
property and in the end individuals cannot call their souls their own. 
Surely, Sir, it is a reasonable outlook that people who work hard arc 
entitled to get more out of the world. 
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May I, Sir, say one word on behalf of the landlords? They have for 
the past 10 years been worse hit by the slump in prices than many of 
of their tenants. I understand that tenants have not in many cases 
paid the landlords but the landlords have always had to pay their rents 
to Government. The slump in prices for one reason has not hit the 
tenants very hard because they are to a very large extent self-support- 
ing and they are concerned more with the fullness of the crops on the 
land they cultivate than with the prices they get in the market. They* 
use the surplus for luxuries such as, perhaps, paying their rent, ' t 


Sir, we have heard that as a result of the compromise in 1928 the 
tenant was given the right of transfer and the landlord was given the 
right of salami on these transfers, and the right of pre-emption. Pre- 
emption and salami on transfers hang together. What is pre-emption 
actually for? If a man is selling his property, pre-emption works in 
this way. It the seller wishes to pay a lower salami than the landlord 
^entitled to under the Act, he puts a wrong figure in the deed of 
<ale. If he is selling the property for Its. 500, he puts Rs. 200 in the 
deed so that the salami to the landlord amounts to only Its. 40, although 
actually he is entitled to Its. 100. If the landlord comes to know of it, 
lie exercises his right of pre-emption and can purchase the property by 
adding 10 per cent, to the value mentioned in the deed of sale. In 
actual practice this has hardly ever happened. What has happened is 
that as the landlord knows what the price is, and so long as a salami 
i.s paid on that price, he does not exercise his right of pre-emption; but 
the right exists and as long as one holds that there should be some 
Miami on transfer the landlord must have his right of pre-emption. 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, I submit that this Bill, as I have said at the 
beginning, requires much more consideration than we shall be able 
to give it on the floor of this House. I may point out again, and I 
ibink I am right, that it must go to His Excellency the Viceroy, and I 
a m convinced that the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Bill also knows 
that. May I ask therefore, is it straightforward for Government to 
bring in a Bill that they know cannot be brought into effect because it 
i* interfering with the rights of a minority; and is it straightforward 
lor Government to bring in a Bill when they know full well that there 
is no policy behind it; because a policy is no policy if it cannot be given 
effect to? 

Therefore, I appeal to all members of this House to approach the 
matter from th$ point of view of a practical proposition, of fairness 
not only to the landlords but also to the tenants; and out of considera- 
tion for our own reputation as a House ; and with that end in view we 
should ask that this Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion, so 
that, we may have a better knowledge than we have to-day as to what 
that public opinion is throughout the country, and may also have 
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better opportunity of considering the Bill and making it a practical 
Bill when eventually it comes before us. Sir, I move. 


The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After Adjournment. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE&WAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 10th November, 1937. Sir, I 
am grateful to Sir George Campbell for his very able and lucid 
exposition of the futility and unwisdom of the Government measure. 
It has saved a lot of time and labour and I propose to deal with the 
other aspects of the question. Sir, permit me at the outset to record 
my emphatic protest against the manner in which the Government 
seems to be determined to deal with the Bill. It has done away with 
two important but normal stages of the Bill, viz., elucidation of public 
opinion and reference to a Select Committee of the House. This L 
something unique and novel in the history of Bengal Legislature, for. 
Sir, in my experience as a member of Bengal Legislature for over 20 
years I have never seen the Government proceeding in a manner in 
which the present Government is doing now. I admit that the tinier 
are changed now and we are having a taste of home rule. I am, how- 
ever, used to a system of administration which always endeavoured to 
create public confidence, gave a patient hearing to the opposite view, 
tried its utmost to convince the aggrieved and whatever it finally 
decided to do, did it with a certain amount of decency and decorum. 
It, therefore, comes to me( as a rude shock to find a political party 
charged with the administration of a country acting like an irrespon- 
sible individual. Sir, this Bill was published in an extraordinary issue 
of the Calcutta Gazette on the 27th August; on the 28th August the 
Government announced its intention of referring the Bill to a Select 
Committee, when all on a sudden, on the 2nd September it changed its 
nind and decided to proceed with its consideration from the 10th and 
he members of the Assembly were given only five days’ time to send ' 4 
n amendments. Sir, this Bill proposes to change the character of an 
mportant piece of legislation of an extremely complicated nature. 
The proposals very materially affect the rights of two main classes of 
ieople in Bengal. The Bill consists of 37 principal clauses and deals 
vith 91 sections of the main Act and I understand that even a short 
lotice of five days have brought in about 1,750 amendments. Sir. 
put it to the House in all seriousness whether it is humanly possible 
or the House to deal with the subject on so short a notice. It means 
othing but treating the House in a light-hearted manner and reducing 
ts debate to the level of a farce. Sir, let me compare this procedure 
nth that followed bv the previous Government in connection, with the 
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last amendment of the Tenancy Act. At first it appointed a very 
efficient Committee of experts to examine the position and submit its 
recommendations. The Committee sat for about two years and sub- 
mitted a report which was published for public information and was 
carefully considered by the Government and a Bill was drafted. Then 
the Bill was circulated for opinion. After this it was referred to a 
Select Committee and then brought before the House for the considera- 
tion of its clauses. (A voice: They perpetrated an inhuman cruelty 
on the tenants thereby). The Committee was appointed in 1922 and 
the Bill finally passed out of the House in 1928. The complex charac- 
ter of the subject and the seriousness of the problem surely justified 
this procedure. Sii , the then Government was surely no less powerful 
than the present Huq Government nor was it less mindful of the con- 
dition of the raiyats. (Interruptions.) Where had you been then 
and where would you have been but for the tenants? 

- * But whereas caution and justice were the watch-word of the pre- 
vious Government, rashness and self-sufficiency seem to be the basic 
principles of the present Government. 

I have, however, Sir, placed my amendment before the House for 
circulation of the Bill and I appeal to the right-thinking section of the 
House to accept it and give us only two months’ time so that in the 
light of opinions received, we may, in consultation with the leaders 
of the different groups, be able to present our case before the House 
in an acceptable form. Sir, as I have said before the Bengal Tenancy 
Act is a very complicated piece of legislation. An average landlord or 
raiyat has very little idea of its implications. Our relations, even to 
this day, are more or less governed by custom, usage and good will 
of the parties. For our day-to-day purposes all legislation on the 
tenancy system must be based on these three broad principles. Any 
i evolutionary change in the law can never be helpful to our mutual 
cordial relationship. Complexity of law only helps those who are mean 
and unscrupulous among us. And, however, helpful it might be to 
the raiyats on paper in the end, it is they who will really suffer from 
a complicated law. 

Sir, rightly or wrongly we feel that an act of grave injustice is 
going to be perpetrated on the) landholders by the provisions of th© 
Bill. We feel that no case has been made out for so drastic a change 
]I * the Act so soon after a thorough revision of the Act in 1928. The 
Bill is an extrepiely one-sided affair and nowhere has there been made 

attempt to foster good feeling between landholders and raiyats, nor- 
kas there been shown any consideration for the real tillers of the soil. 
^ le lot of the under-raiyats has been left in the same distressful con- 
dition where it is now. A provision surely ought to have been made 

the Bill to protect the settled raiyats of a village from being turned 
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into landless labourers and tenants-at-will under the unscrupulous pur- 
chasers and those who are not agriculturists. The only safeguard 
which the raiyat has against an under-valuation of his holding, I mean 
the existing provision of pre-emption, has been done away with to 
the detriment of raiyats. The abolition of this provision will throw* 
the raiyats whom circumstances compel to part with their holdings, 
at the tender mercy of the purchaser especially if he is a tenureholder. 
Then, Sir, an important right of the landholder has been curtailed in 
the matter of realising his dues from the raiyat at the end of a kist 
whereas no relief has been secured for the landlord against the realisa- 
tion of his revenue by the Government kist by kist under the strict 
provisions of the sun-set law. The rate of interest on arrears of rent 
has been reduced to a ridiculously low amount at which neither the 
landlord nor the raiyat -would ever dream of obtaining an ordinary loan 
in the locality. The result would be the putting-off of the payment of 
rent till other debts of the raiyats bearing a much higher rate of 
interest, are paid off. Finally, Sir, the most, arbitrary and absolutely 
unjust provision of the Bill is one which wants to abolish the customary 
payment of min mi on the transfer of a holding, a custom which received 
the sanction of law only in 1928. (Interruptions): However, 1 pro- 
pose to deal with these matters in greater details at the next stage 
of the Bill. I would now finish with the remark 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: Is the Speaker entitled to read his speech in 
the way he is doing? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Yes. So long as the 
House does not decide otherwise, I have every right to do so, (A 
voice: Is he making any point for circulation?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he is. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I would now finish with 
the remark that most of the provisions of the Bill though they ruth- 
lessly and in a most unjustifiable manner curtail the rights of land- 
holders, are not likely to benefit to any appreciable extent the real 
cultivator of the soil, rather they make it easier for the non-agricul- 
turist land-grabbers from neighbouring towns and trading centres to 
oust the genuine tillers of the soil from the land and turn them into 
under-raiyats under them with absolutely no protection worth the name 
against the whims, caprices and avaricious, exactions of a body of pro- 
fiteers who purchase their land and masquerade in the garb of raiyats. 
The beauty of the -whole thing is that (thanks to the Coalition Party) 
the Bill mainly proposes to secure for these intruders an amount of 
advantage and protection which neither their station in life nor their 
mode of occupying the land, justify. 
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Sir, I once again appeal to the House not to condemn us unheard. 

A few days ago all sections of the House were very sore over the 
detention of people without trial on police reports alone. Sir, we are 
in a no better position to-day. IJpon Coalition reports we are going 
to be condemned unheard now though we had been heard for the last 
ten years. We are in a hopeless minority in the House. Sir, we seek 
justice at your hands. We want to be heard. Let justice be done, 
let us follow the normal course of legislative procedure. Sir, I appeal 
to the leaders of the Coalition, the Congress and the Projas in the name 
,J f justice and mercy towards a minority community to cry a halt in 
their race for the Proja Bondhu Cup. (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would appeal to the majority party that restraint 
in a matter like this would be a very great virtue, especially in view 
of the point which has been raised. I once again appeal that the 
debate should proceed. Mr. Wahab Khan; you ought to know that it 
Parliamentary manners to disturb Mr. Speaker. I once again 
appeal and I hope and trust that my appeal will not go in vain: that 
, (lie majority party should exercise restraint in at least listening to the 
minority quietly even though they may not be disposed to consider its 
views. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I appeal to the Leader of 
(he Coalition, the Congress and the Projas in the name of justice and 
mercy towards a minority community to cry a halt in their race for the 
Proja Bandhu Cup and discharge their duty towards a minority com- 
munity as impartial judges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I enquire if Mr. Bauer jee is going to move 
• bis amendment. Oh, I find he is not present. 

I think that the business of eliciting public opinion should be 
finished first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 would not have intervened 
ui this debate but for a few remarks which my fiiend Kumar Khib 
‘Shekhareswar Roy has inadvert enly let fall in the course of the very 
earnest, appeal which he has made to this House for a proper consi- 
deration of the rights of the landholders. My friend has referred to 
previous Governments. There is a difference between previous Gov- 
ernments and this Government. My friend seems to have forgotten 
that this Government is neither rash nor irresponsible because of the 
faet that this Government is the Government ot (he masses by repre- . 
sentatives of the masses and representatives of the masses are in a 
Majority in this House. It is an inevitable result of democraey 


Kumar Shib SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Of the Communal Award. 
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The Hon’bfte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: And the rule of the 
majority subject to such limitation as a due regard for the rights of 
others may impose. Government is responsible to the masses whom 
they represent here and it is not surprising that the masses are trying 
to assert themselves. It may be that in the first attempt to assert 
themselves there may be exhibitions of a desire to go sometimes even 
beyond limits. But then every question will be thoroughly discussed 
in this House and all views will be reflected and I do not think that 
although an attempt is being made to expedite the course of legislation, 
anything will be done which will give any cause of regret on the part 
of Kumar Saheb or of those who hold his views that Government are 
not anxious to take into consideration the views different from their 
own and which certainly deserve consideration. 


Maharajakutnar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: I rise to support the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Sir George Campbell 'thi^'.ht 
Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. 
The Bill which has been introduced by the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister is supposed to remove the defects in the existing Act and h> 
help the actual cultivators of the soil. 1 have carefully gone througli 
all the amendments of the Bill but I don’t find that any part of t he 
Bill deals with actual benefits to the raiyats or the cultivate) 
(Question.) The Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition said the same 
thing too in the course of his speech. If I may be permitted to say 
so, the Bill is absolutely one-sided. It aims mainly at expropriation 
and it is in the garb of a popular Bill but it is merely an election pro- 
paganda of a certain section of the House. (Question.) It is fa) 
from my intention to ridicule the ideas of any amendment. I admit 
that the land system of Bengal requires remodelling but the Bengal 
Tenacy Act is such a complicated thing that it cannot and should not 
be taken up in a hurry merely to enable some people to go back to 
their constituencies and say “here we have come back as conquering 
heroes by demolishing the minority communities.” 

The Bill in its present form seeks to get rid of the present 
zemindars and create a sort of new raiyats by bringing in people who 
have not the experience of those who have for centuries carried on the 
improvement of the condition of raiyats in a way befitting them. , 

The main principles of the Bill should be to strengthen the condi- 
tion between landlords and tenants because without the improvement 
of the condition of the tenants I am afraid the landloids too cannot 
expert any benefit, but there are ways of doing this without tampering 
with the rights and privileges which have been enjoyed by the zannn- 
dars for so long. Improvements in the agricultural condition of ^ ie 
country and improvements in the condition of the tenantry have been 
totally omitted in the Bill. I am afraid the policy as laid down 111 
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the Bill is extremely short-sighted. The Tenancy Act or the Amend- 
ing Bill has totally forgotten that the primary purpose of a raiyat is 
cultivation and the true peasant i9 one who remains a peasant. The 
present amending Bill only aims at removing the privileges of landlords 
by taking away their certificate powers, their transfer fees and their 
right of pre-emption. Sir George Campbell has dwelt at length on 
all these points but I do wish to lay stress on one thing and that is 
this : that if the landlord is expected to pay in his revenue to Govern- 
ment on a fixed date according to the sunset law, he must have the 
rights and privileges so that he can collect revenue and pay it to 
Government on the due date. Certificate powers are enjoyed by very 
few zamindars and I am sure that none of the tenants of a zamindari 
can complain that any landlord has ever used the certificate power in 
such a way as is usually done in Government Khas Mahals. 

The landlords’ transfer fee is a right which has been enjoyed by 
itig^from time immemorial and it was modified by the amendment 
of 1928 as my friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy said just now. 
It was fixed at 20 per cent, of the value set forth in the instrument 
of transfer or five times the annual rent whichever was less. 

The right of pre-emption is in the interest of the raiyat and in 
consideration of the extinguishment of the consent in the matter of 
transfer the transfer fee and the right of pre-emption which are 
statutory powers under the existing Act are rights in land as they 
are benefits arising therefrom. If the rights and privileges are taken 
away, then frankly it is an act of expropriation which is being brought 
forward in the name of adjustment of relation of landlords and tenants. 
The Government of India Act is committed to the maintenance of 
private property and if the Government of Bengal fail to give just 
and due protection to the property owning interest, they will 
undoubtedly he violating the spirit of the given constitution. Land- 
lords represent creative forces in society, stable elements in the polit\ 
and great interests in the body economic of the country. They have 
naturally a claim for protection on the established Government of ihe 
country. 

It is difficult to desist from strong language when one is confronted 
w dh a Bill of an expropriatory nature. But much has been said 
already and I do not wish to express my feeling any further as to what 
I think of the Bill or of the introducer of the Bill. I do not propose 
to-dny to unravel old history but it is a well-known fact that it was 
j jpr the help of the landlords that the British rule ir India was ostab- 
ishcd. To-day by another Act the rights and privileges of the land 4 
ort L are being taken away by the so-called popular Goy g j'i u i ii^t. 


SPEAKER: You cannot 
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Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: I be# to withdraw that 
expression. 

The Bill will have far-reaching effect and it is supposed to be intro- 
duced for the benefit of the cultivators. I would like to suggest that 
the Bill be circulated so that people can go into the matter and the 
actual cultivators who, it is supposed, will be benefited by it may also 
have an opportunity to see whether their leaders are playing' false to 
them. 

With these words I beg to support the motion moved by Sir George 
Campbell. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like the debate on the Select Committee 
as also on the question of eliciting of public opinion finished to-night. 
The House will remember that we have got a very stupendous task 
ahead and I hope the House will allow me to deal with them together. 

1 will now ask Mr. P. Baneijee to move his amendments. - 

(Mr. P. Banerji did not move his amendments.) 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: 1 formally move 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will be convenient to the House and to 
everybody if these two amendments are discussed together. Generally 
they stand on the same principle except that one of them is for u 
reference to a Select Committee. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, I formally move by 
way of amendment “that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — shall 1 read out the names? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not necessary, but did >ou get their consent? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I have ascertained the 
views of some and they have agreed. I had no time to get the consent 
of others as you gave only five days time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou will see that there is a definite rule that n<> 
Select Committee motion can be moved unless the consent of the mem- 
bers concerned has been received. I may even waive my objection as 
a special case if by the time I put this motion to the House you give m? 
their consent. But if I do not get by that time, I am afraid I will 
.have to rule it out. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, with your permission 
I might submit that it is absolutely within your discretion to allow 
a motion to go as it is. I quite remember when this rule was made 
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when I was President of the Bengal Legislative Council and at that 
time there were several occasions when we had to admit motions like 
this on the verbal assurance of the mover. When I assure you that 
I have taken the consent 

Mr. SPEAKER: But where is the consent? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I have only got this this 
morning and there are 34 names. The Secretary might take theii 
consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it is the function of the Secretary. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I am sorry then. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to extend the rule this muih 
iL—^ir ‘favour that I will wait till 7-45 when I put this motion before 
tins House and if you care you can get their signatures by then. 1 
will not go further even though you have quoted the precedent when 
you were President. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I am afraid that if the 
task is given to me to go round to all the members and get their 
signatures I will not be able to do so. I enter an emphatic protest. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared as a special case to help you 
with an officer other than Secretary. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, if you give me only 
two days' time, I think I will be able to get their signatures. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot do that. I take it that you 
are not moving your amendment. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I am moving it. 1 have- 
got the consent of one man — besides myself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to accept it. 

Mr. F. C. BRASHER: On a point of order, Sir. I subriiit with 
fhe utmost respect that the two motions are entirely different and it 
w ould be better if the House would discuss the two motions separately*— 

Mr. SPEAKER: If that is the opinion of the House, I am quite 
Prepared to do this. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of order, 
Sir. The motion for circulation does not at all commit the Hofise to 
the principle of the Bill. So tar as the motion for reference to the 
Select Committee is concerned, it is altogether a different matter. So, 
the discussions should proceed differently. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that the point which has been raised before 
me by Rai Harendra Nath Choudhuiy is very pertinent, namely, one 
raises the question of principle and the other does not. In view of 
this definite demarcation between the two, I think it is proper that 
the question of circulation for eliciting public opinion should be taken 
up first. 

Babli JATINDRA NATK BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, did you rule 
that after the reply from the Hon* hie Minister there should be no 
other speeches from other members of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I am concerned I will be willing td^tefcp 
this debate open as much as you like. I will open the Select Com- 
mittee discussion and, if necessary, I will continue till to-morrow, but- 
I think it is desirable to finish it to-day. If the members want to 
speak, I have no desire to stand in their way. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been 
admitted on all hands that this is a most important measure affecting 
tlie land law's of this province. Sir, the land laws of a country affect 
the ciedit of the country and affects its economic 
condition. Anything therefore that interferes with the land 
laws in the way that this Bill contemplates should receive the 
most careful consideration before the measure is brought forward in 
the Legislature for final consideration. Sir, there is no doubt that 
certain existing righls which have been enjoyed by those that hold 
those rights have been so enjoyed for a very long time. Some say 
that the right has been enjoyed for centuries and from before the 
permanent settlement. Some say that the right has been enjoyed from 
a time more recent. But the fact is there that the rights have been * 
enjoyed for a great many years and have been recognised by all in 
this province — whether it is the State or whether it is the landlords 
or the tenants. Therefore, if you are going to change a system of 
law governing land rights in this province, it is only fair that the 
change - should he effected after the most careful consideration. 

Sir, until this Bill was brought before this House the public and 
••the members of this Hoilse had no knowledge as to the specific matters 
which this measure was going to deal and the procedure that has been 
adopted in considering this measure has been that it has been brought 
forward before this House for final disposal with only about five days* 
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time, given to the members of this House to go through the measuie, 
consider all its implications and to submit amendments. The import- 
ance of the measure will appear from the number of amendments that 
have been sent in. Sir, take the converse case. Suppose this Bill 
had affected the interests of the tenant instead of the interests of the 
landlords. Is there any one, whether landlord or tenant, or whether 
a person who like me is neither a landlord nor a tenant, is there any 
one here who would have liked that measure to be rushed as this 
measure is intended to be rushed before this House? Had it been 
a measure affecting in any way or taking away in any way the rights 
which the tenants possess, is there any one who would have objected 
to a proposal before this House that the Bill should be circulated widely 
tor consideration by the public before it was finally taken up tor being 
passed through the Legislature? Sir, you can always look at the 
justice of a particular proposition by considering what would have 
happened if the converse had happened. Sir, I felt one great difficulty 
when, going through this Bill. In the Statement of Objects and 
Itr^lfons it is stated that the object of the Bill is not to attempt a 
radical reform of the existing system of land tenure but to lessen the 
burden of the cultivator. I looked carefully through the Bill to find 
out the cultivator. I did not find him anywhere. So far as 1 could 
vee, the tight that is being intended to be waged is between a middle- 
man of a lower degree with a middleman of a higher degree; the 
cultivator is not in the picture. It may be that the middleman of the 
lower degree is sometimes also a cultivator but in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act there is no definition of the word “cultivator.” In the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons placed hefoie the House by the Government 
the word “cultivator” does not appear. Sir, if it was the intention 
that between the State and the actual tiller of the soil there should he 
no profiteering middlemen, it was a proposition that required very 
careful consideration and I should not risk a hasty or hurried measure 
over it, but it was a measure that undoubtedly deserved very careful 
consideration. In this case there is one class of middlemen, it may 
be that the class is more numerous — which is going to obtain some 
advantages out of another less numerous class of middlemen who 
happen to be superior landlords. 

Why should a measure like that be permitted so that one of such 
classes may have advantage over another without the most careful 
consideration as to what would be the effect of the measure on the 
actual tillers of the soil, on the property rights of this province and 
f>11 the credit which this province enjoys bv reason of its existing land 
tows. Sir, we have to look ahead. It may be necessary that for various 
schemes of improvement, for our public works, for our public health^ 
1 ()1 ' our education we may require to raise big loans from the public. 

If we proceed in a hurry, as we have been intending to do by placing 
an important measure like this for final consideration before the House 
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without ascertaining the opinion of the public of this province, d( 
jou think you will command the confidence of the people? If yo\ 
want the welfare of the province, you will have to ensure the safety 
of the credit. 

Sir, there are undoubtedly, as the Chief Minister has pointed out 
election pledges given to electorates by a large number of members 
of this House, but election pledges do not compel them to push on , 
measure at a forced pace. If a measure is intended to be introducec 
those who will be affected by it, namely, the cultrv ators should have 
proper time given to them to consider as to what might be the ulti- 
mate effect of this experiment. Sir, a measure maj be placed before 
the House for immediate consideration and disposal if it is a measuie 
like the Defence of the Realm Act. I would ask the members of thh 
House if there is such an emergency. If it is admitted that the griev- 
ances of the particular section of the population for whose benefit this 
measure has been introduced have been in existence for some time, 
it can hardly do them any injury if the Bill is circulated so tffiOlie 
public may have an opportunity of making their suggestions on the 
various steps that this Bill desires to take. Sir, it has been pointed 
out by Sir George Campbell that the Bill takes away existing rights 
No one will deny that it does so, and whether those rights are statu- 
tory or customary it does not matter. The last piece of legislation 
which laid down a statutory rule as regards transfer fees had reference 
to the custom that previously existed according to which there were 
varying rates in different localities. For the sake of convenience a 
definite rule was laid down but it was clear that there was nothing 
new in that. A certain percentage was arrived at in place of the 
different rates that prevailed. So there was no new right conferred 
in that way on any holder of land by what was provided in the Act 
of 1928. Besides this, there are other provisions. 

Sir, then as regards the provision of realisation of rent, I think for 
•the sakek of the progress and stability of this province everyone of us 
should try to instil into the minds of those who hold lands that they 
have a duty to perform to the State and that is the payment of rent. 
It has been unfortunately spread wide that payment of rent is not as. 
great a duty as it is for the very life and maintenance of the State. 
Supposing there were no landlords, what would happen? Then the 
tenants who will have to pay to the State, that is to say, will have to 
pay to themselves money for their own benefits. A provision which 
enables those that have to pay to the State on behalf of the tenants, 
will enable them to realise the rents from the tenants. 

^ Then, comes the question of subdivision of holdings. If a holding 
•which pays Rs. 2 is subdivided into 15 shares, each of share-holders 
will be liable to pay something like 2 annas every year. So you require 
the landlord to take steps for the recovery of that small sum, ^hich 
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means that he will have to spenod Rs. 8 or Rs. 10 in instituting a civil 
suit for a few annas. 

Sir, there is a provision in this Bill where the tenant concerned 
can have recourse to the Revenue authorities; hut so far as the reali- 
sation of rent from the tenants by the landlord is concerned, the 
landlord has to go through the expensive procedure of the civil court, 
so that in fact the landlord very seldom goes to court until the arrears 
accumulate for three or four years and before they are barred by 
limitation, and then he institutes a civil suit. I do not think that it 
is fair. 

Sir, I submit that the Bill is of sufficient importance to require 
careful consideration by all sections of the community and in the 
interests of the province as a whole I propose its circulation. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir. In supporting the 
motion for circulation moved on behalf of this group, I may add to 
vmft has been said our belief that this is a hastily drafted measure, 
ill-considered or rather little considered, born of panic, the outcome not 
ot patient investigation of all the factors of the problem but of an 
emotional response to the difficulties of the moment. Many in the 
Rouse have knowledge, or if not knowledge a deep suspicion almost 
amounting to the solidity of knowledge, that up to the afternoon of a 
certain day Government had other views and intentions about land 
policy. That day was the day when grants were to be’ voted under 
the head of land revenue. Suddenly on receipt of notifications from 
groups in this House, it plucked from its bosom convictions cherished 
nnee April 1st, cast them into outer darkness for no fault of their 
own , accepted other convictions offered in their place, and has cherished 
these with a fierce and concentrated affection to make up for lost time. 
Our view is in short that more examination should be given to convic- 
tions of which Government has thus suddenly become the warm and 
devoted champion. 

In the language of religion this kind of change is called conversion 
In the language of something that is less than religion, it is commonh 
1 called a change of heart and spirit. I have often read that it gives 
great exhilaration to those who experience it, and we may therefore 
envy the Government its pleasure. But let not the Government flatter 
itself that it holds the record for speed of conversion. That is still 
held by the bold bad baron of the old poem who met his death by a fall 
from his horse. As he left the saddle lie repented of his misdeeds, 
before he crashed in death he had found salvation, tor it is written 
fchat there is mercy for every sinner that repenteth. As the poet^" 
ex quisitely described the event: 

Between the saddle and the ground, 

He mercy sought and mercy found. 


12 



1274 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[10th Sept., 


The two events are similar, with a difference of time factor. The one 
conversion took half a second. The other took half an hour. They 
Tiad the same motive, a sudden yearning to he saved. And both 
equally deserve to be remembered in noble verse. It has always been 
a grief to me that notwithstanding my name I am not a poet, and the 
best I can do is something of this sort: 

Twixt 3-15 and 45, 

They found a way to keep alive. 

This Bill is the way, and because they found it we have these 
unsatisfactory proposals before us. In our opinion the Bill gives no 
thoughtful attention to the relations of landlord tenant and Government 
ignores the great problem of rent, and many other things that must be 
carefully investigated in any satisfactory land policy for a great 
province, mainly dependent on agriculture. Is it sufficient to base 
policy on promises made to get votes in the heat of an 'eh^iaa— 
campaign? Can we think of nothing better than that? Why ^uie 
unseemly haste? Does Government desire to get anything established 
and perhaps perpetuated before a comprehensive enquiry can be held ? * 
What are Government’s views about the rumoured commission of en- 
quiry ? If it is to deal with f lie whole problem, why should we be 
called on to deal with bits of it now? 

The 1928 Act was a compromise. It gave the landlords some- 
thing because it gave the tenants something. Was it a fair exchange? 
We do not know and we have not had time to find out. Without 
further thought we cancel that exchange, and destroy that balance. 
Have landlords more rights than they should have? Let us find out. 
Let us have time to find out. Our advice is, don’t decide anything 
without due consideration. That is what we ask for, a full honest 
patient investigation of the problem in all its aspects, not a policy 
based on the emotions of the moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find there are still so many members who want 
to speak I think, however, I should now call upon the Hon’ble the , 
Revenue Minister to reply, but before doing so, I should like to know 
from the Leader of the European group whether he has any objection. 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: I have no objection, Sir. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I admit it is not 
always in consonance with sound principles of legislative proceedings 
to rush through a Bill or to oppose a motion for circulation for eliciting 
public opinion with reference to a measure which affects the interests o 
the millions of the province, and I fully appreciate the reasons and t 
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considerations that have prompted the honourable mover of this motion 
to ask the House to agree with him. In opposing the motion, I may 
make one submission. I would ask the House to bear in mind that 
this Bill does not attempt at a comprehensive amendment of the land 
tenure system of this province. This Bill more or less attempts to 
remove some of the pressing grievances of the tenants and these 
grievances have been before the public for the last seven years at least. 

Sir, agitation against the landlord’s transfer fee, and agitation 
against the right of pre-emption started almost immediately after the 
Act of 1928 was placed on the statute book. Besides, Sir, there were 
these specific issues in the last general election. So, public opinion 
has really crystallised on these issues and 1 therefore fail to under- 
stand as to what is going to be gained by again eliciting public opinion 
on this measure.- 

Sir, we propose to give relief to the tenantry; we propose to give 
reUjf jta the raiyats, and it is only meet and proper that the relief 
should come as early as possible. Some of the speakers have accused 
Government of introducing a measure which does not contain proposals 
for giving relief to the cultivator but for really benefiting one middle- 
man at the cost of another. 1 may mention that the reduction of ihe 
rate of interest certainly confers substantial benefit on the cultivators. 
The abolition of landlord’s transfer fee increases the raiyat’s credit 
by 20 per cent., the rate at which the transfer fee is now calculated on 
the purchase value of a holding. 

There is a proposal for enabling the raiyat to claim reinstatement 
of the holding which was under diluvion without payment of rent for 
the whole period the property was under diluvion. Then there is a 
proposal for enabling a cultivator to get back, under certain conditions, 
bis land placed under usufructuary mortgage. Certainly these are 
provisions for benefiting the cultivators. I admit there are quite a 
large number of occupancy raiyats who are themselves no better than 
rent-receivers, but their number is by no means very large. The 
largest proportion of the occupancy raiyats are themselves nothing but 
cultivators. This Bill proposes conferment of substantial rights and 
benefits on the tillers of the soil. 

8ir, if Government were convinced that by eliciting public opinion 
°n this measure they would receive some suggestions which would be 
really helpful, I can assure the House that they would never have 
hesitated to do so, but it would be a mere waste of time and nothing 
ni °re. On these t grounds, Sir, I oppose the motion moved by Sir 
George Campbell. 


Mr, SPEAKER: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of 
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eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st of December, 1937. As many as 
are of that opinion will say “Aye”, and those who are of the contrary 
opinion will say “No”. 

I think the “Noes” have it. 

(Several members asked for a division, of whom Mr. Abdur Raschid 
Mahmud was one.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I noticed you were among those who asked for 
a division. Will you please tell me whether you were for the “Ayes” 
or for the “Noes” ? 

Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMUD: I cried out neither “Aye 
nor “No”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, if you did not take part in the voting, you 
cannot call into question my decision. 

I think it will be convenient if I take the division in the House 
instead of through the lobbies, and thus save some time. I would, 
therefore, ask Mr. Millar to be the teller for the time being for the 
European group. Will he, therefore, please give me the names of those 
gentlemen who ..stand up in favour of the motion? I would request 
those gentlemen of the European group who are in favour of the motion 
to kindly stand up. t , 

(Mr. Millar came to the Chair and gave the names of the member* 
of the European group who were in favour of the motion.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order. Sir. 1 beg 
to submit that division through the lobbies would be more suitable 

Mr. SPEAKER: But th is process may save time. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I rather think, Sir, it will take 
more time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those gentlemen who oppose this motion will 
now kindly rise in their seats as I call out their names from the list. 

I think this will simplify matters. No one need rise if he is not voting* 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill is an emergency measure and I wanted 
•^to see whether it was possible to curtail the time by taking votes m 
this way so that we might shorten the time of division. I take d , 
that divisions will be called off and on and if we had 20 divisions, tb p 
time taken would be too great, .and it is my duty to see if s0 ^ 
simpler method could be devised by which the time of division cou I 
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be shortened. With that end in view I resorted to this new procedure. 
1 find that in calling the names I took from 12 to 15 minutes. But 
ordinarily a division takes about 20 minutes. So 1 find that much 
time will not be saved by adopting the new procedure and I will not 
follow it in future. 

I want to know the opinion of this House as to whether any simpler 
method could be devised, as we are all very anxious to shorten the 
time taken by division. It is a matter for the entire House, hut the 
manner in which the division will he taken it is for the Speaker to 
decide and the Speaker will take into consideration the opinion of the 
House. At present when a division is taken there is so much conges- 
tion near the door that it takes 10 to 15 minutes for the members to 
go into the lobby to record their votes. 

Then a division was taken with the following results: — 


AYES. 


Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh. ' 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Batu, Baku Jatindra Nath. 

Brasher, Mr. F. G. 

Campbell, 8ir George, Kt. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. 

Crosfleld, Mr. L. M. 

Ferguson, Mr. R. H. 

Gammeter, Mr. E. 0. 

Griffiths, Mr. G. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. G. 8. 


Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. 
Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne-Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Paul, 8ir Hari Sankar, Kt. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Klshore. 
Ross, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Kumar 8hib 8hekhareswar. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 
8assoon, Mr. R. M. 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. 
8irdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

8teven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. 
Walker, Mr. j. R. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


N0E8. 


Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hateez, Khan Bahadur 8yed. 
Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia Mr. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid 8hah, Mru 
Abdu Jabbar, Maulv * ~ 

Abdui jabbar Pal wan, Mr. Md. 

Karim, Mr. 

AJUul Latlf Biswas, Maulvi. 

AJM Majid, Maatvl. 

".J«, Mr. I, Id. 

Waktb Khan, Mr. 

WiliM, MaaM. 

‘Mult,-,! Makamd, Mr. 

Mttr *•*"»««, Khaa Bahadur A. F, 


Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah 
Abdur Razzalt, Maulvi. 

Abdus 8haheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hosain, Mr. Ahmed. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

AHab All, Mr. 

Aftab Hosain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Ali, Khan 8ahib Maulana Enayetpuri. 
Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvi. 
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Amir All, Md. Mia. 

Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Jtulad Houain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Banerjee, Mr. P. 

Banarji, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Slbnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barat Ail, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. PuspaJM. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Proiad. 

Barman, Babu Upandra Nath. 

Baiu, Mr. 8antoih Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. fiobinda Chandra. 

Bitwai, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Ohattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Choudhury, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das, Mr. Anukut Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Bupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bsgum. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktsar, Mr. 

Qhose, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Qiasuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah 8yed. 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Habibullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs. 

Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syad. 

Jaslmudtfin Ahmad, Mr. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kazam Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syad. 
Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 


Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Maitl, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. lurandra Mohan. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ail, Mr. Md. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8yed. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddiqua, Dr. Syed. 

Muhammad 8oiaiman, Mr. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendrn Narayan. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Mullick, 8rijut Ashutosh. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syad. 

Mustufa Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nasker, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Nausher Ali, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syad. 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Pramanik, Mr. Trinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dab. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, the Hon'ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh, Kt. 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran 8ankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanaullah, Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha.* 1 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakhar. 

8arkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarkar, the Hon’ble Mr. Naiinl Ranjan. 

Sen, Babu Nagsndra Nath. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B-E. 

8hahedali, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 
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Slnfha, Bata Kshitra Nath. 

Slnha, 8rijat Manindra Bhutan. 
Suhrawardy, tht Hon'blt Mr. H. 8. 
8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 
Tamiiuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 


Total Ahmad Ohoudhury, Maulvi Haji. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Wait, Mrs. Elian. 

Yutuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 36 and Noes 182, the motion was lost. 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I should like to know 
what is the fate of my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You wrote a slip to me saying that you would not 
ask for division. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: But I want this to be put. 

The motion of Kumar ^Shib Shekhareswar Roy was then put and 
lost. ^ 

Mr, J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I am in a difficulty because I 
have not been able to obtain the written consent of all the members 
I have named. If my friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy would 
formally move 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has already moved his motion formally and if 
you also do so, the discussion will be taken up to-morrow. 

As I have extended the privilege of handing over to me the written 
consent of the members named in Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy’s 
motion to-morrow, 1 will do the same to you. 


Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: 1 beg to move by way of amendment 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. 

(2) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(4) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan, 

(6) Mr. Abdul la -A1 Mahmood, 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(8) Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, 

(10) Mr. Pramatha Nath Jlanerjee, 

(11) Mr. Saiitosh Kumar Basu, 

(12) Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, 
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(13) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar lloy, 

(14) Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyya Choudhury, 

(15) Sir George Campbell, Kt., and 

(16) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within 3 weeks from the date 
-of this motion and the number of members necessary to form a quorum 
■shall be five. 

* In this connection T have got a good deal to say and possibly I will 
require quarter of an hour. Therefore I ask that it should be taken 
up to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Select Committee motion will be open for dis- 
cussion to-morrow. 1 would like to know whether we would take 
up only the Select Committee motion or we might go on with some 
of the amendments also. * • 

Sir Bijoy, I would request you to try to find out any of the amend- 
ments which are beyond the scope of the Bill. 

I would request you, Mr. Bose, kindly to help me to-morrow or on 
Monday at the latest by giving me a list of motions that your party 
would like to move. I would also request the Nationalist Group and 
the Coalition Party to do the same. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
llth September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



1937.] 


1281 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday* 
the 11th September, 1937, at 10-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ifon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqce, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 213 membeis. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Staff under the control of the Director of Industries, Bengal. 

*122. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names of 
all the staff except menials of the institutions under the direct control 
of the Director of Industries, Bengal, and also the gazetted and non- 
gazetted staff and clerks of the Head Office, on the following headings, 
namely : — 

(1) Department ; 

(2) Designation ; 

(3) Nature of post; 

(4) Number of incumbents — 

Hindus, and 
Muslims ; 

(5) Total ; 

(6) Present Pay; and 

(7) Scale of pay? 

(&) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the low percentage of the 
Muslims in the— 

( 1 ) Head office — 

(1) Gfijzetted, non-gazetted ranks, and 

(2) Upper division of the ministerial staff; 
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(it) Central Weaving Institute, Serampore; 

(in) Government Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute, Behampore 

(iv) Nine District Weaving Schools; 

(v) Weaving demonstration parties; 

(vi) Technical Schools — Pabna, Bogra, Rangpur and Barisal; an 

(vii) Bengal Survey School, Comilla? 

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps are beiiij 
taken by Government to raise the percentage of Muslims ? 

( d ) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate steps to be taken fo 
fixing the percentage of the Muslims in all the departments and fo 
reserving further appointments for Muslims until the fixed percentag 
of the Muslims is reached ? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUaTIMJE! 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, o 
Dacca): The information necessary to answer this question is not readib 
available and its collection will take some time. A reply will be com 
municated to the member as soon as it has been collected. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the other members will also get the informa- 
tion? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, if they want to have it. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etatp by what time this information may be available? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If the hon’ble member would look into the answer he would find that I 
said that “it will take some time.” 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How long? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As soon as possible. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That is very vague. May we know the 
lime, whether in the course of a week or 10 days or 15 days or a month? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In such a comprehensive question I cannot say anything further than 
what I said already. 
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Expense in maintaining the police force of Calcutta. 

•123. Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
oharge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total expense incurred by the Government in maintaining 

the police force exclusively for the city of Calcutta; 

(ii) the part of this expense met by the residents of the city; and 

(Hi) the proportion, if any, borne by the Corporation of Calcutta, 
of the expense for maintaining traffic control in the city? 

MINISTER in oharge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (?) Es. 44,69,799 during 1936-37. 

(ii) and (in) Nil. 

* ^ 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he thinks it desirable to make rules throwing some burden 
'on the residents of the city of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question is under 
examination. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
certain taxes made over to the Government of Bengal years ago in con- 
sideration of their taking over the police force in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware but the 
question is being examined. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: In view of the fact that in village area 
people are to bear the police tax in the form of union rate, will not the 
Government think it desirable to put the police charge in Calcutta upon 
’the people of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated that 
the question is being examined. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any room for retrenchment under this 
head? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that this 
Question does not arise out of this question. 
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Cadastral survey. 

*124. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether the 
cadastral survey has been finished in all the districts of the Province? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the districts where this 
cadastral survey is not yet finished ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether settlement operations have 
also been finished in those districts? If not, when these operations 
are expected to he finished? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No. 

(b) Dinajpur. 

( c ) Does not arise. 


Primary schools. 

*125. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that the number of primary 
schools is increasing gradually but the Government grant remains 
stationary ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to augment the present 
grant and improve the situation of the primary schools? 

MINI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) There has been an increase in the 
number of primary schools but Government’s grants for primary educa 
tion could not be increased proportionately owing to the paucity of 
funds. 

( b ) Yes, as far as funds permit. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any funds in excess of what has been provided already 
last year can be provided this year? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter will be duly 
considered when the budget is framed. 
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Maiflvi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Government have not provided in the 
current budget sufficient money for giving grants to increase the number 
of primary schools because they contemplate to' make a comprehensive 
scheme for compulsory primary education in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is so. 

Kanungos of the Settlement Department. 

*126. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of Kanungos who joined the Settlement Department 
from permanent and pensionable Government service; and 
, , (//)*' whether any such Kanungo, recruited from pensionable Govern- 
ment service, has since retired after full term of approved 
and continuous service? 

(b) If the answer to (a) («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government has sanctioned 
pension to such retired Kanungo in accordance with the provisions of 
article 376 of the Bengal Civil Service Regulations? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for such refusal and also to state 
the benefit the Government proposes to give such officers for the period 
they were in permanent Government service from which they were 
recruited? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (0 10. 

(/?) Three of them have since retired. 

(b) and (c) The pension case of one of them is now under examination 
’ of Accountant-General. As the two others had no lien on the perma- 
nent service from which they were recruited no pension is admissible to 
them. But in respect of the period they served in permanent service, 
gratuity under section 474 (a), Civil Service Regulations, is payable. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: In reference to answer (/>), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether gratuities have been paid 
to the two men? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Circle Pundits. 

*127. Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that several circle Pundits were retrenched from their services 

in March, 1925; 

(ii) that most of them have been reinstated to their services under 

the Education Department; and 

(in) that Babu Hari Charan Mistry (V. M. passed) one of the 
retrenched Pundits has not, as yet, been reinstated to diis 
service in spite of his various prayers to the several vacancies 
occurred thereafter? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, is the 
Hou’ble Minister considering the desirability of reinstating hin^Jo any 
service in the Education Department in the near future? * 


The Handle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) and (ii) Yes. 

(in) and (b) Babu Hari Charan Mistry does not possess the requisite 
qualification for appointment either as a teacher in a Guru Training 
School or as a Drawing and Drill Master or in any other capacity in 
the vernacular Teachers’ grade in Government High Schools. lie has 
been informed accordingly. 

Constables in Bengal Police force. 

*128. Maulvi AULAD H OSSA IN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the total number of constables in Bengal Police force ; 

(ii) the number of them that are recruited from the residents of 

Bengal ; 

(Hi) the number of them that are recruited from the residents out- 
side Bengal ; 

(iv) the number of scheduled castes; and 

(v) Mussalmans? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased further to state whether in 
view of acute unemployment problem in the province, Government 
have formulated any policy to recruit henceforth all such officers from 
the residents of Bengal ? 
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The Handle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) ( i ) 20,380 constables 
(as it actually stood on the 1st January, 1937). 

(it) 8,088. 

(Hi) 12,292. 

(iv) 577 (as it stood on the 1st August, 1937). 

(v) 6,935 (as it stood on the 1st January, 1937). 

(b) The existing 1 rules for recruitment already provide that in enlist- 
ing constables to the unarmed branch of the police force, preference 
should be given to Bengalis, provided they possess the requisite physical 
and other qualifications. 

A member : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in spite of the 
Bengalis possessing the requisite qualifications non-Bengalis are 
appointed ? 

„ The-Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I am not aware. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government can see their way to appoint Bengalis only 
in the Unarmed Branch? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In future that is going to 
be the policy; 1 do not know what it has been in the past. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that in future appointments the number of scheduled 
castes will be increased? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja sir NAZIMUDDIN: Subject to the fact that 
we get the right type of men an endeavour shall be made to increase the 
number of scheduled caste men in the police force. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
‘aware that a large number of Bengalis with requisite qualifications are 
prepared to enrol themselves as constables in the Bengal Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that sufficient number of Bengalis in some cases are 
refused if up-countrymen are available? 


The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 
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* i : 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN 'AHMED; In reference to answer (a) (Hi) will 
the Hon’ble Minister 'be pleased to state that this large number of 
constables were appointed for want of Bengalis with requisite qualifica- 
tions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I should presume so. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform the House whom he considers the right type of 
recruits ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Those who fulfil the con- 
ditions laid down in the recruitment rules. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: What are those conditions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They are alreadj^laifl mi 
the table. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Is the Government aware that some 
of the recruiting officers who are not Bengalis do not like to recruii 
Bengalis in spite of definite rules? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think, Sir, that 
this is correct. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is there any such rule that the 
requisite number of constables for one district should be recruited from 
another district by a recent circular? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is a question later 
on t Ills very subject. I would ask the member, to wait. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to* 
state whether Bengalis are unfit for the Armed Branch of the service? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In some respects they 
are found to be unsuitable. 


Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: In which respects are they not suitable? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is difficult to tell in 
what respects but that is the opinion generally. 
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Balm KSHETRA NATH SINGHAs Is'the.HoB’ble Minister aware 
of a standing rule in the Rangpur Police Department that the paharis 
first of all will be appointed, secondly, up-countrymen will be appointed 
and thirdly, if any remained, Muhammadans or scheduled castes will 
be appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that there 
is any such rule about the Unarmed Branch of the Police. 

Criminal case against Jiban K. Dey and others of Chhaygaon by the 
police of Palong Circle, in Faridpitr. 

*129. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that the 
police of Palong Circle in the subdivision of Madaripur in the district 
of Fariflpur started a criminal case under section 110, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, in 1935 against Jiban Kanai Dey and nine other young men 
of Chhaygaon and its neighbourhood? 

(b) Is it a fact that during the trial of that case by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Madaripur and before any of the prosecution witnesses 
were cross-examined all the accused pleaded guilty? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Subdivisional Officer referred the case 
to the Sessions Judge of Faridpur, directing the accused persons to 
furnish security bonds? 

(d) Is it a fact that the securities offered by the accused were not 
accepted by the Subdivisions! Officer? 

(e) Is it a fact that the said Subdivisional Officer directed the 
accused persons to suffer imprisonment for three years, pending the 
orders of the Sessions Judge? 

(/) Is it a fact that two petitions on behalf of the said accused per- 
sons were submitted before the said Sessions Judge on the 22nd June, 
1935, and 24th June, 1935, making certain statements against the 
•police and also disputing the validity of the plea of guilty which they 
bad made before the Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur? 

(g) Is it a fact that before the said Sessions Judge the case of the 
accused was “that some of the prosecution witnesses were beaten, 
assaulted, tortured and humiliated by the police with a view to extort 
false evidence, that even threats were given by the police to molest 
die women of the village, and that the pleas of guilty were due to a 
Wor created by the police oppression in the locality and that the 
8 ai<l pleas were induced by a promise by the police that the accused 
w °idd be left off on bail and their sureties would be accepted if they 
leaded guilty” ? 

IS 



1290 


QUESTIONS. 


[11th Sept., 


( h ) Is it a fact that after judicial enquiry the said Sessions Judge 
found that the case of the accused was true and acquitted the accused ? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
aware that in the judgment the said Sessions Judge observed that the 
conduct of Sub-Inspector Komaraddin, Assistant Sub-Inspector Hari 
Charan Bhattacharjee and Circle Inspector Badaruddin Ahmed, who 
were in charge of that case, deserved notice and the authorities would 
consider whether any departmental action should be taken against them? 

(j) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, whether any 
departmental action as recommended by the said Sessions Judge has 
been taken? 

(k) If the answer to clause (j) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken? If 
not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. ~ , 

( b ) The accused pleaded guilty without cross-examining the prose- 
cution witnesses or putting in a defence. 

(c) to (e) In some cases the accused failed to furnish the requisite 
sureties while in some other cases, the sureties offered were rejected by 
the Subdivisional Officer. Their cases were, therefore, referred to the 
Sessions Judge, under section 123, Criminal Procedure Code, and pend- 
ing his orders, they were detained in prison. 

(/) and (ff) Yes. 

(h) The Sessions Judge held that the prosecution case was not 
proved and he accordingly discharged the accused persons. 

(i) Yes. 

(j) and (k) Government did not consider it necessary in the public 
interest to order a special inquiry. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that having regard to the answer to paragraph (g) in 
the affirmative that some prosecution witnesses were beaten, assaulted, 
etc., why is it that the Government did not consider it necessary in the 
public interest to order a special enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government did not 
accept that. That was the defence case. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: In answering question 129 id) 
in the affirmative the Hon’ble Minister has admitted that that is the 
finding of the learned Sessions Judge and not the defence case. Even 
after that how is that no enquiry is ordered? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I read out (g), 
which says “is it a fact that before the said Sessions Judge the case 
of the accused was that some of the prosecution witnesses were beaten, 
etc.” The hon’ble member referred only to (h). 

Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: (g) is the allegation and ( h ) 
shows that the Sessions Judge has accepted that allegation. May I 
refer the Hon’ble Minister to the answer which is “the Sessions Judge 
held that the prosecution case was not proved and he accordingly dis- 
charged the accused persons”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what observations the Sessions Judge made in coming 
to this judgment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask, for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the Sessions Judge criticised 
the action of the police in very strong terms? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so but the 

then Government did not consider it necessary in the public interest to 
make an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks it necessary, in view of the judicial 
finding against the police, to order a departmental investigation ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The then Government 
examined the matter in view of the judicial findings and then they 
came to the conclusion that no further enquiry was necessary. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
prepared to reopen the case and review the decision of the late Govern- 
ment in view of the judicial findings? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; besides it is a 

request for action. 

Babtl NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any compensation has been given to the accused 
Persons ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 



1292 


J 


QUESTIONS. 


[11th Sept., 


Babu NAG EN DBA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister state 
the reasons for not ordering a special enquiry into the matter ? 

Mr. Speaker: The Hon’ble Minister has already stated that the 
previous Government did not consider it necessary. 

/ Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim. 


*130. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state whether 
the detenu Mr. Abdul Halim is being detained at Pachagarh police- 
station in the district of Jalpaiguri? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Abdul Halim has been suffering for a 
very long time from — 

( i ) Dry pleurisy; 

(it) Right-sided hernia; 

(in) Filariasis of scrotum; and 

(iv) Suspected appeudicitis? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of holding 
an examination of Mr. Abdul Halim at once by medical specialists and 
of submitting a report of the same? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is a Government circular that no detenu 
should be sent to a village domicile if he is suffering even from a minor 
ailment ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state why Mr. Abdul Halim was detained in an 
Himalayan Terai tract notorious for its pernicious climate though he has 
been suffering from major ailments stated above? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of trans- 
ferring Mr. Abdul Halim to a more congenial place ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) Although the detenu had had occasional minor ailments, his 
health has improved during the period of his internment and is now 
satisfactory. 

(c) No. 

( d ) No such circular is necessary. Orders interning a person in a 
village are passed by Government who would not pass such orders m 
•the case of a person whose health is likely to suffer in consequence of 
that form of restraint. 

(e) and (/) The question does not arise in view of what I have stated 
in answer to (b). 
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Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers that the ailments referred to in 
clause ( b ) of the question are minor ailments ? * 

The Handle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. We do not 
admit that he was suffering from these ailments. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether he has got any definite information 
regarding the nature of these minor ailments? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the detenu is now free from any ailments? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in characterising the detenu as suffering from 
occasional minor ailments he expresses his own judgment as to the 
nature of these ailments? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The ailments referred to 
in the question are not the ailments from which he was suffering and 
the ailments he was suffering from were of a minor nature. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: What are those ailments which the 
Hon’ble Minister has characterised as minor ailments? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already asked for 
notice. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I do not understand, Sir, how in 
s pite of this .the Hon’ble Minister says that they are minor ailments? 


The Horfble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I want to make it 
c enr that when I answered the question I knew what those ailments 
Vrere ^ut I am sorry that I do not carry them in my head. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the opinion of a civil surgeon or a competent 
surgeon of that category was taken before he came to the conclusion 
about minor ailments? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 
member will put in a question I will state the ailments that the detenu 
was suffering from and the House will be able to judge whether they 
were of a minor or of a serious nature. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to know whether a civil 
surgeon or a competent surgeon was consulted in ascertaining the nature 
of the ailments or the Hon’ble Minister’s opinion is based on police 
report alone? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think the whole 
position will be clear if any of the members who are so anxious about 
this detenu will put in a question and I will state what the minor ail- 
ments were. 

Monthly allowance of home internees Bimal Chandra Roy and Sudhir 
Chandra Mukherjee of Kurigram. 

*131. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department aware 
that home internees Bimal Chandra Roy and Sudhir Chandra Mukherjee 
of Kurigram, in the district of Rangpur, applied to the Deputy Secre- 
tary, Political Department, for their monthly allowances but they did 
not receive an^ reply in spite of their repeated prayers? If not, why 
not? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the holding up of the allo’w- 
ance of Bimal Chandra Roy, who is a Law examinee, will not make it 
possible for him to appear at the next Law Examination in December 
next? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Babu Sudhir Chandra 
Mukherjee has been released on certain conditions. No petitions for 
any allowance have been received from either of the persons mentioned. 
I am making inquiries regarding the allowance of Babu Bimal Chandra 
Roy, and if it is the case that no allowance has been paid so far, this will 
be put right as soon as possible. 
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Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to question (b) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that Babu 
Bimal Chandra Boy is a Law examinee? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He has been given per- 
mission to appear at the Law Examination. 


Congress Institutions in India. 

*132. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that all the Congress institutions in 
India are functioning as legal bodies except those of Midnapore? 

(b) Are the Government going to withdraw the ban from the Midna- 
pore district? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the ban is going to be withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I am not aware of the 
status of all Congress institutions in India. 

(b) and (r) The policy of Government in this as in other matters is 
one of progressive amelioration, and removal of the restrictions will l>e 
considered in due course. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
nut aware that Congress institutions are not ipso facto illegal bodies? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that may be so. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: If the Congress institutions 

• are not ipso facto illegal bodies, will not the Hon’ble Minister consi- 

* der the desirability of removing the ban on the Midnapore Congress 
institution ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the ban on the 

Midnapore Congress Institution is one of a large number of restric- 
tions which had been imposed ; most of them have been relaxed and 
the policy of Government is, as has been stated in my answer to (b) 
and (c), that they are watching the effect of this removal of restric- 
tions and Government is also considering the question of removal of 
bans as soon as they consider the local situation justifies their 

removal. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased 1 to say what period is under contemplation by “as soon as” P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As the House is aware, 
the District Magistrate of Midnapore was posted there in April last. 
After his arrival there, on his advice a large number of restrictions 
were removed. We will take into consideration the report of the 
District Magistrate as well as we ourselves will consider the situation 
and within a very reasonable period Government hope to remove the 
ban. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to obtain a report from the District Magistrate of Midna- 
pore regarding the Congress Institution apart from the restriction on 
persons at Midnapore? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Speaking from 
memory, restrictions on persons have been removed and the ban on 
the institution is the only one that exists at the present time. As I 
said before, it is very difficult to prescribe a definite period but w T e are 
watching the situation and as soon as possible Government will consi- 
der the question of the removal. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that there is a ban on the Ablioy Ashram at Comilla? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe so.' 

Burglaries and house-breaking in Calcutta. 

*133. Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, separately, for the years 1934, 1935 and 1936— 

(i) the number of burglaries and house-breaking committed in the 
different quarters of Calcutta which are reported to the 
police ; 

(ii) the amounts (1) incurred in each case and (2) recovered in each 
case ; 

.(Hi) the number of cases in which arrests were made; 

(iv) the number of cases in which prosecution was started ; and 

(v) the number of cases in which the arrested .persons were con- 

victed? 
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The Horfble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The available informa- 
tion is furnished in the statement which is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No. 133. 


Years. 

Number 
of burg- 
laries and 
house- 
breaking 
reported 
to the 
police. 

Amount 
incurred in 
the cases. 
(Statistics in 
each case not 
available.) 

Amount 
recovered 
in the cases. 
(Statistics in 
each case not 
available.) 

Number 
of cases 
in which 
arrests 
were 
made. 

Number 
of cases 
in which 
' prosecu- 
tion was 
started. 

Number 
of cases 
in which 
the arres- 
ted per- 
sons were 
convicted. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 



Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 




1934 .. 

384 

2,62,529 8 6 

76,661 15 9 

249 

193 

180 

1935 .. 

471 

1,48,246 11 6 

11,901 0 44 

232 

195 

182 

1936 .. 

418 

57,627 15 9 

7,332 6 0 

i 

208 

188 

177 


Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Although 418 cases of burglaries were 
reported, prosecution was started only against 188. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for this? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe they have 
not had enough material to start a prosecution. 


Case against Nalini Mohan Deb, an Eastern Bengal Railway employee. 

*134. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

(i) that a C. R. 17 of 1935 under section 182, Indian Penal Code, 

was instituted against one Nalini Mohan Deb, a railway 
employee, then posted at Saidpur, Eastern Bengal Railway, 
in the court of the Subdivisional Officer of Nilphamari 
(Rangpur) ; 

(ii) that the said accused was tried and acquitted by the then Sub- 

divisional Officer of Nilphamari on the 3rd April, 1935; and 
(Hi) that the trying Magistrate while acquitting the accused made 
some remarks against the sub-inspector and the assistant 
sub-inspector who were in charge of the case? 

(&) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the action, if 
an y, taken by Government in view of the remarks of the trying 
Magistrate ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Amount spent by Government and District Boards for primary 

education. 

*135. Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to state what amount 
has been spent by Government as well as by the District' Boards of 
Bengal for primary education during the last three years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement giving the 
information is laid on the Library table. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Appointments in the clerical staff in Khulna Judge’s Court. 

124. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Legislative and Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the number of appointments in the clerical staff made in 
Khulna Judge’s Court in the last financial year; 

(/?) the number of Muhammadans so appointed; and 

(Hi) the total number of clerks (a) that are Hindus, and 
(b) Muhammadans, in the Judge’s Court now? 

(b) Do the Government propose to place the Muhammadans on 
equal footing with the Hindus in the matter of appointments by giving 
immediate effect to population basis? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (i) Tw t o permanent and two temporary. 

(ii) One permanent. 

(ui) According to the return received for the staff on the 1st 
April, 1937, there were 96 clerks in the Civil Court staff in the Khulna 
district, of whom 15 were Muhammadans and 2 were members of the 
scheduled castes. 
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( b ) The present minimum percentage fixed for Muhammadans is 
33 J per cent, for Khulna. The matter is under consideration so far 
as concerns 'the department under my charge. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARh Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the minimum percentage of 33J of the appointments in 
the District Judge’s office at Khulna was not complied with? 

The Hon’blo Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, the fact is stated there. I cannot give details. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With reference to reply (h), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate the time when this 
consideration will take? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It will take some time. 

Maulvi ABDUL .BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state that in spite of the fact that representations were made by the 
Khulna Muhammadan Association regarding these appointments, no 
action was taken upon it by the department concerned? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware of it. 


Clerks in the Judge’s and Munsif’s Courts of Jessore. 

125. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
6tate — 

(?) the total number of clerks now in the Judge’s Court of Jessore 
including clerks of all the Munsifs* Courts in the district — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled castes, and 

(3) Muhammadans; 

(ii) the number of appointments in the clerical staff made by the 
District Judge between the 1st January, 1937, to 31st July, 
1937 ,— 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled castes, and 

(3) Muhammadans; 
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(Hi) the number of appointments given to Jessore men; and 
( iv ) the number of appointments given to outsiders? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of process-servers now in the Judged Court of 

Jessore including all the Munsifs’ Courts, showing — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled castes, and 

(3) Muhammadans, separately; and 

(ii) the number of new recruits — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled castes, and 

(3) Muhammadans in the last financial year and current 
year? 

(c) Do the Government propose to appoint Muhammadans as — 

(i) clerks; and 

(ii) process-servers on the population basis? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) 119. (The total strength is 121, out of which, 2 are now 
lying vacant.) 

(1) 71. 

(2) 7 and (3) 41. (This includes 1 Native Christian who belongs 
to the Minority Communities according to Government Circular No. 
1070 A.D., dated the 21st June, 1935). 

(ii) 9. 

(1) 3. 

(2) 1. 

(3) 5. 

(Hi) All the 9 appointments made from the 1st January, 1937, to 
the 31st July, 1937, were given to Jessore men. 

(iv) None of the appointments made from the 1st January, 1937, 
to the 31st July, 1937, was filled up by men of other districts. 

(b) (i) 157. 

(1) 60. 

( 2 ) 4 . 

(3) 93. 
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(ii) 28. 

( 1 ) 12 . 

( 2 ) 1 . 

(3) 15. 

( c ) No. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to question 125 (ii), 
are we to understand that no suitable schedule caste candidates were 
available ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

One appointment was made from that community. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: In view of the fact that whenever 
we see the number of appointments made from the scheduled caste, 
we find that it is a microscopic small number. Is it the policy of 
Government to appoint such a small number of scheduled caste men 
particularly in the Judicial Department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There were nine appointments and one-tenth of that number is one. 

I do not see why an objection is taken. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Although the Government policy is 
to appoint 15 per cent, from the scheduled caste minorities, here we 
see that a lower percentage than that has been appointed from this 
community. Will the Government think it desirable to raise the 
number up to that limit ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Progressively. 

Amount realised by the Khas Mahal authorities in Chittagong district. 

126. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the annual amount realised by the Khas Mahal 
authorities under the Certificate Procedure (Public Demands 
Recovery Act) in Sadar (i) A, (ii ) B and Cox’s Bazar sub- 
divisions of the district of Chittagong in the years 1930, 
1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936 and the half year of 
1937; 
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(h) what is the amount realised by the sale of ( i ) the estates 
themselves, and (ii) movables of the certificate-debtors each 
year in each subdivision; 

(c) what is the number of certificate-debtors (i) arrested, and 
(ii) detained in the prison year by year in each subdivision ; 
and 

(i (1 ) what is the number of certificate cases in the police-stations 
of (i) Hathazari, (ii) Fatickcheri, and (Hi) Raozan in each 
of those years? 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No such statistics 
are kept, so the information is not available. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Are the Government pre- 
pared to supply the required information, if not exactly at least 
approximately, from the existing* records in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is very 
difficult for me to agree to this request without knowing what amount 
of time and cost it would involve. 

Rajair Sub-Registry Office within Madaripur subdivision, Faridpur. 

127. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether — 

(i) the Rajair Sub-Registry Office within Madaripur subdivision 

of the Faridpur district has shown any record of increased 
income to Government for the last three years; 

(ii) the decision of the Government to shift the office to the head- 

quarter station of Madaripur subdivision in face of opposition 
of the local officers, will cause great inconveniences to the 
inhabitants of Rajair police-station; 

(Hi) the Government are aware that largely signed representations 
from various representative institutions and men enumerat- 
ing their difficulties and inconveniences were submitted to 
Government protesting against the shifting of Rajair Sub- 
Registry Office to Madaripur; and 

(iv) the Government are prepared to reconsider their order of 
shifting the Rajair Sub-Registry Office to Madaripur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (i) Yes. 

(ii) It is realised that the proposed removal will cause some incon- 
venience to the residents of a portion of the area now served by the 
Rajair Office. 
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(Hi) Yes. 

( iv ) The orders of Government for removing the office from Kajair 
to Madaripur have been kept in abeyance pending* the receipt of a 
report from the Inspector-General of Registration who has been asked 
to investigate and suggest alternative proposal, if any. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of not removing the Rajair Sub-Registry Office to 

Madaripur ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That point will be con- 
sidered by Government when the Inspector-General of Registration 
submits his report. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: When is the report of the Inspector- 
General of Registration likely to be received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Inspector-General 
has got a number of inspections to make before he submits his report 
and it is impossible for me to say when he will submit his report. 

District Sub- Registrar of Dacca. 

128. Nawabzada K. NASARULLA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state if the 
District Sub-Registrars are empowered to break open the lock of the 
private residential quarters of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars in 
the absence of such officers? 

(b) Are the District Sub-Registrars empowered to break open the 
box and chest of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars even in search 
of office papers in the absence of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars? 

(c) Are they empowered to carry away private papers and docu- 
ments from such box or chest in the absence of such Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars and whether such removal amounts to theft? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that the District Sub-Registrar of Dacca broke open the lock of the 
office and private residential house of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar of Lohajang on the 28th June, 193T, broke open the suit-case 
and box of the said Muhammadan Marriage Registrar and removed 
some of his piivate documents including some valuable title deeds 
and hundis? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 if those valuable private documents have been returned to the 
said Muhammadan Marriage Registrar; and 
00 what steps, if any, have been taken against the said District 
Sub-Registrar? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (6) Ordinarily 

they are not. 

(c) No; but whether or not such a removal amounts to theft is for 
the court of law to decide. 

(d) and ( e ) Details of the incident are not yet available, but I have- 
asked the Inspector-General of Registration to hold a local enquiry. 


Appointment of Quazis. 

129. Maulana SHAMSUL HUDA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the reason 
for appointing Quazis from the candidates other than the Final 
Madrassah passed ones? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 . Under rule 4 (1) of 
the Muhammadan Registration Rules published by notification 
No. 620Regn., dated the 14th August, 1929, which governs the appoint- 
ment of Quazis, there is no bar to candidates other than those who 
have passed the Final Madrassah Examination being appointed as 
Muhammadan Registrar and Quazis provided they possess sufficient 
knowledge of the Arabic language and Moslem Law of Marriage and 
Divorce, and are of good moral character, preference being given to 
local candidates. 

2. At present when many young men are taking University degrees 
with Islamic studies as one of the subjects, there is no ground for 
restricting the appointment, to the Final Madrassah passed candidates. 

3. For other reasons also, such restriction would not be desirable. 

Sub-Registrar’s Office within Burichang police-station in Tippera. 

130. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that there is no Sub- 
Registrar’s Office within Burichang police-station in the district of 
Tippera? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the people of that thana are 
to suffer a good deal, both physically and financially, for going to 
Comilla or Kasba for the purpose of registration ? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to hold an imme- 
diate inquiry into the matter and for taking immediate steps f« r 
removing the difficulties of the people of Burichang thana, by establish- 
ing a Sub-Registry Office at a suitable place within the thana P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Wp&UL HUQ: (a) Y«s. 

>, V-'* 

( b ) It is known tfrfct ^pme residents of this area have to undergo 
some inconvenience in having* to go to Comilla or Kasha for the purpose 
of registration. 

( c ) The matter was enquired into and it was reported that the 
number of registrations from that area would not be sufficient to justify 
the expense involved in opening and maintaining a separate Sub- 
Registry Office. There are already 4 Sub-Registry Offices within the 3 
police-stations of Comilla, Burichang and Kasha. There is, therefore, 
no serious ground for complaint. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state w r ho are the persons entrusted with the enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say who are the 

officers entrusted with the enquiry but the enquiry was held under 
the direction of the Sub-Registrar. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell 
us the number of registrations at the Kasha Sub-Registry Office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Patuakhali distress. 

131. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of a piece of news 
published in Azad of the 5th instant that a girl named Asia Khatoon 
aged about 10 died recently on account of starvation in the village of 
Bansberia, under police-station Bauphal in the district of Bakarganj? 

{b)-If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the steps taken to save the life of the girl 
jand the hungry people of the locality? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of such scarcity of food in any 
other part or parts of Bengal? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the people there have appealed to the Govern- 
ment many times for the redress of the grievances? 

( e ) If the answers to clauses (a), (b) and ( c ) are in the affirmative, 
w ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps that have been 
taken up to dat6 and the steps to be taken in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Attention is 
invited to the reply given on the 4th September, 1937, to the short notice 
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starred question by Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan on the very same 
matter. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that since the last report was received by Government, most alarming 
reports about famine in that district are pouring in? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
information, Sir. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Is it a fact that the nature of the distress 
is acute ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The latest in- 
formation that we have received is that there is distress, but it is not 
of a very serious nature as yet, and Government are perfectly alive to 
the situation and are prepared to deal with it as the situation develops. 

Mussalman and scheduled caste foresters in Bengal. 

132. Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: (a) Will tile Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state, separately, the number of Caste Hindu, Mussalman and scheduled 
caste foresters in the Province of Bengal? 

(b) If the number of scheduled caste foresters are Aery small in the 
province, what steps are in contemplation of Government for increasing 
the number of scheduled caste foresters? 

(c) Is it a fact that 50 per cent, of the candidates for Dehra Dun 
Forest Hangers’ Course are taken from the outside Muhammadan, and 
the rest from the department itself? 

( d ) If the answer to clause (c) is in the affirmative what special 
steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take for selecting candidates 
from the scheduled castes for Dehra Dun Hangers Forest Course both', 
from department and outside? 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) Government is at present considering how a proper representa- 

tion of various communities in the Subordinate Forest Services can be 
secured. 4 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The matter is under consideration. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 132, showing the number of Caste Hindu, Mussalman and 
scheduled caste foresters in the Province of Benggl . 



Permanent. 

Temporary. 

Caste Hindus 

... 56 

51 

Mussalmans 

... 23 

27 

Scheduled castes 

... 5 

4 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any principle of appointment as between the 
caste Hindus, Muhammadans, and scheduled castes in the Forest 
Department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: F believe prin- 
ciple is that 10 per cent, of the posts is reserved for members of the 
scheduled castes. I have already given the number in my printed 
reply. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: With reference to answer (d), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when Government expect to 
come to a decision in this matter ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: As soon as 
possible, Sir. I cannot say definitely when. 


Assessment of cess in Bogra. 

133. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
' ter in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that during the last revaluation the assessment of cess in the 
district of Bogra was based on the high price of commodities 
then prevalent; 

(H) that the assessment is higher than that prevalent in all other 
neighbouring districts; and 

(i'ii) that there is abnormal fall in the price of commodities now? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, are Government pre- 
pared to take steps for giving immediate relief to the agriculturists? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state the reasons for 
wiich it was not found possible for Government to accept the recom- 
mendation of the District Board of Bogra for fixing a lower rate of 
cess?. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (?) Yes, so far 
as lands held on produce rents were concerned. Other lands were 
assessed on their rental or letting value. 

(ii) The assessment is not higher than in Pabna or any other district 
in which revaluation was made 6 to 10 years ago. 

(in) No, after a fall, prices are again moving upwards. 

(b) No immediate relief under the Cess Act is possible till the work- 
ing of the new system of assessment of cess which is now being tried in 
Jessore district is known. 

(c) In 1935 and 1936 the District Board of Bogra proposed to reduce 
the rate of road cess to \\ pies, but Government did not approve of the 
proposal on either occasion, because Government were satisfied that there 
was no real case for a reduction, and the cultivators were not likely to 
get the full benefit of any such reduction. 

No similar proposal has been received in 193T. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how Government came to the conclusion that there 
is no real case for reduction of cess-demand, when a representative body 
like the District Board recommended reduction? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 

came to this decision on various facts. One of the facts considered 
being that cultivators, in whose interest reduction is claimed, would 
not get the benefit, and that the money would be appropriated by the 
landlords and there was no chance of the reduction actually reaching 
the cultivators. Besides, the amount is so small that my friend, who 
is a big landlord himself, should realize how difficult it is for him to 
check his own agents and compel them to give this small amount to 
tire actual cultivators. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in the year 1934 reduction was given and the tenants got 
the benefit of that reduction ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I hope they 
•did, but that is not usually the case. 
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Sluice at Tangra, 24-Parganas. 

134. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Comimmi cations and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(?) of a sluice at Tangra under police-station Kulpi, Diamond 
Harbour subdivision, 24-Parganas; and 
(it) that the sluice has become unworkable owing to formation of a 
char in the river in front of the sluice ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(■ i ) whether there is a proposal for excavating an outfall channel 
straight to the river from the sluice; and 

(??) if so, when is it proposed to take up the scheme ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) (?) is in the negative, do the Govern- 
ment think it desirable to excavate the canal for the purpose of drainage 
of the locality ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar) : («) (?) Yes. 

(??) No. The sluice is in working condition and drainage is being 
done through it, although a char has formed on the north and west side of 
the present outfall channel just near its mouth. 

(b) (?) Yes. 

(??) The matter is under investigation. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

j Minister be pleased to state since when the char has been forming? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state since when the matter has been under 

investigation ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

^ am afraid’ I cannot give the accurate date, but I find that, after 
taking over charge of mv office, the investigation was going on before 
*ny time. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact that for the 
last 20 years agricultural operations have been hampered owing to the 
.formation of this char and that Government have not taken any steps 
to mend the situation ? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I could not say for how many years this char has been causing 
trouble to cultivation in that locality, but, certainly, Government is 
considering to improve matters. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state why there is a proposal for a direct connexion with the 
river from the sluice gate if the sluice is operating well, as he has 
stated in his reply No. (a) (n) and why public money is being wasted 
by an investigation into the question if the sluice gate is operating 
well ? 


The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 do not know, Sir, if I shall be able to explain the whole thing in my 
reply. Originally, this char was join, and subsequently that channel 
was formed by the process of the formation of the char, and so the 
sluice was constructed. Now*, the idea is to cut short the channel 
so that it might take a straighter and 1 a quicker course to the river. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that an estimate was made about 
20 years ago for the excavation of an outfall channel to the river 
Hooghly and that no attention has been given to that estimate? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have no information. 

Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Tanga char will be reclaimed? ^ 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I could not say that off-hand. 


Detenu Paresh Chandra Dutt. 

135. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department aware that there are three 
latrines and one stable within 20 feet of the bedroom of detenu- Paresh 
Chandra Dutt now detained in the Basail thana compound in the sub- 
division of Tangail? 
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(b)‘ If ike answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government propose to take any action in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) I have decided to transfer the detenu to another place and to 
abandon the quarters. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate whether detenu Paresh Chandra Dutt should not be 
released ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, this does 
not arise out of the question. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state who selected this particular place from which 
removal has now been decided upon ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state as to how long the detenu has been in that place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Release of political detenus unconditionally. 

136. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether Government intend releasing all political detenus uncon- 
ditionally? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The attention of the 
hon’ble member is invited to the statement which I made on this subject 
Jon the 9th August. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many detenus have been released since lie announced 
Government’s policy in this matter on the floor of this House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: May I rise on a point 
of order, Sir? This very question was put by me last evening to the 
011 the Home Minister, and it appears that even to-day when the 
saine Question is asked by Mauivi Abdul Bari he is not prepared with 
aii answer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am helpless. You will have to wait for an 
answer in the ordinary course. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: My point is this, Sir. 
I asked the Hon’ble the Home Minister this very question yesterday; 
what steps have been taken by Government for the release of detenus 
since the announcement of the policy of Government on the 9th of 
August last, and the Hon’ble the Home Minister asked for notice 
then. Now that very question has been asked by Mr. Bari to-day 
just now, and still the Hon’ble Minister ask for notice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t see why I 
should not. I have not got the figures with me. I have not been 
able to obtain them in time. 


Hawkers in Calcutta footpaths. 

137. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Police) Department aware of the obstruction of public 
passages in Calcutta by the hawkers who sell articles on the footpaths? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of taking steps to stop the practice? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Police are empowered to take action in cases of such obstruction 
and arrests are made daily of hawkers and others who obstruct the 
public thoroughfares in Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the police of Calcutta do not 
exercise supervision over these hawkers as they ought to? 

The rion’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Calcutta police accept illegal 
gratification from these hawkers and allow 7 them to carry on their busi- 
ness on the street footpaths? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I am not 
aware. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the hawker sub-inspectors appointed by the 
Licensing Department of the Calcutta Corporation daily reports that on 
account of police interference they are not able to realize the licence- 
fees due to the Calcutta Corporation from these hawkers? 
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The H*n’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I am not aware of it, 
and no complaint has been made to us by the Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the average number of daily arrests in the 
streets of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the 

figures with me here, but I am afraid it is a very large number. 

Village internment of detenus. 

138. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the lion ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that detenus do not like internment in village? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of any 
general aversion to village internment on the part of detenus. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that Mr. J. N. Sen recently made a representation objecting to 
village internment ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so, but I am 

not aware of it. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that in selecting places for internment generally unhealthy 
places are selected? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, that is never 
done. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (Asked a supplementary question in 
Bengali.) Is the ilon’ble Minister aware that allowance given to a 
detenu in a detention camp is much less than that given to a detenu 
/While in home internment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid, Sir, the 
hon’ble member is not correct about his facts. 

The post of the Revenue Sheristadar of Bogra. 

139. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ln charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state when the post 
°i the Revenue Sheristadar of Bogra was last filled up? 

(M Who was the District Magistrate at the time of such appoint- 
ment? 
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(c) Why was the said District Magistrate not allowed to appoint t! 
new incumbent? 

( d ) If the District Magistrate is the authority to make such appoim 
ments, why did the Board of Revenue make the appointment at Bogra 

(e) When were the posts of Revenue Sheristadar at (i) Malda an 
(ii) Jalpaiguri filled up and by whom? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Board of Revenue made the appointment c 
Revenue Sheristadar at Bogra on the ground that no qualified man wa 
available in the Rajshahi Division from amongst the ministerial officers 

(0) Were not these men serving in the Rajshahi Division at th 
time of appointment? 

The Handle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) February 
1936. 

(b) Mr. T. T. M. Nurannabi Chowdliury, i.c.s. 

(c) Because no one in the district was found suitable. 

(d) Since the derision of Government that Sheristadars should no 
ordinarily be retained in a district for more than 5 years, the Distric 
Magistrates are no longer the sole appointing authority. 

(e) ( i ) Sheristadar of Jalpaiguri — by the Commissioner, Rajshah 
Division; and (ii) Sheristadar of Malda— by the Collector of Malda. 

(/) No ; but because better candidates were available in othe 
Divisions. 

(.'/) The purport of this question is not clear. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (c), nun 
I point out to the Hon’ble Minister that no answer has been vouchsafed 
to the word ‘‘when” in my question (u)(c), i.c., as to the date when 
the posts 'were filled up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The post of 
revenue sheristadar of Jalpaiguri was filled up by the Commissioner of 
the Rajshahi Division in November, 1935, and that of Malda was filled 
up by the Collector of Malda in September, 1935. 

Promotion of sub-inspectors of police to the rank of inspectors. 

140. Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing, year by year, for the last 10 years — 

(1) the n umbei of sub-inspectors of police that were promoted to 

the rank of inspector; and 

(ri) the number of them that were Muhammadans? 
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(b) Will the fton’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any bar to the recruitment of Executive Police Officers from the clerks 
employed in that department? 

(c) If the answef to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any such recruitment was made 
during the last 10 years? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) There has been no such recruitment in the Calcutta Police. 
Information regarding the Bengal Police where there were few such 
appointments is not readily available. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clavse (a) of unstarred question No. 140 
showing the number of sub -inspectors of police that were promoted to the 
rank of inspector and the number that were Muhammadans. 



1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1 935. 

1 936. 

Bengal Police. 











Total number 
of Bub -ins- 
pectors pro- 
moted to the 
rank of ins- 
pector. 

23 

36 

21 

22 

26 

14 

3 

17 

12 

28 

Number of 

Muhamma- 
dans so pro- 
moted. 

5 

7 

6 

3 

9 

4 


6 

4 

11 

Calcutta Police. 











Total number 
of sub-ins- 
pectors pro- 
moted to the 
rank of ins- 
pector. 


2 

2 


2 

6 

4 


7 

5 

Number 0 f 
Muhamma- 
dans so pro- 
moted. 


1 




1 



2 

2 


Prisoners and detenus with higher education. 

HI. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAURA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
uuster in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
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state the number and the names of the political prisoners and detenug 
with higher education either as Lawyers or Doctors, or Engineers before 
their arrest? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state^ 

( i ) the period of detention of each ; and 

(ii) the reason for not releasing them immediately with sufficient 

allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and ( b ) (i) The infor- 
mation desired by the hon’ble member cannot be collected without an 
undue expenditure of time and labour which Government regret they 
are unable to undertake. 

(ii) Detenus are going to be released according to , the policy 
announced in the House on the August 9th. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when are the detenus going to be released 
in accordance with the policy announced on the 9th of August last ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Orders of release are 
being passed, and some of the detenus have been released already. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Can the Hon’ble 
Minister give us some idea as to the date by which he expects that all 
the detenus will be released in accordance with his policy? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not possible to 
give an exact date, Sir. 


Permanent clerks in the Murshidebad Collectorate. 

142. Mr. KIRIT BHUSAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the total number of permanent clerks (showing separately the 

number of Hindus and Mussalmans) in the Murshidabad 
Collectorate ; 

(ii) the number of temporary clerks; and 

(m) how many of the Hindus belonging to the scheduled castes 
(showing separately the number of permanent and temporary 
clerks) ? 



1937.] QUESTIONS. 1317 

The Hoifhle SiVBIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 

laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 142 relating to 
the number of clerks in the M urshidahad Collectorate. 


Permanent clerks. 

Temporary clerks. 

Members of scheduled castes 
including minority commu- 
nities. 

Hindus. 

Muslims, j 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Permanent. 

Temporary. 

60 

35 

15 

8 

4 

1 


% 


Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
justifiable that, out of 95 permanent appointments only 4 have gone to 
members of the scheduled castes and that out of 23 temporary posts 
only 1 has gone to them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether it is justifiable or not is a matter of 
opinion. I want to know whether you have a supplementary question 
to put. 


Rates of rent per acre of certain land. 

143. Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the 
average respective rates of rent per acre of — 

(/) homestead land ; and 

(ii) arable land payable by the tenants — 

(1) under khas mahal, and 

(2) under private landlords or nikhli within Kishoreganj 
subdivision of district My men singh ? 

[b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment thinks it desirable to reduce the rate of rent of the tenants 
under Government khas mahal to bring that up to the level of the rate 
under private landlords. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)— 



Under khas 

Under private 


mahal. 

landlords of Nikhli. 


Rs, a. 

Rs. a. 

w 

18 12 

18 15 

(b) Does not arise. 

3 3 

4 12 
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Circular by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Presidency Range, 
for the post of constable. 

144. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department aware that a circular has been issued 
by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Presidency Range, direct- 
ing that candidates for the post of constables should not be enrolled in 
the district to w T hich they belong? % $ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the leasons? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 

instructions to follow the previous rules of enrolment of candidates from 
each district? * - 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I am aware of the 

order in question which was issued by the Inspector-General of Police 
and not by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Presidency Range, 
as stated in the question. A copy of the order is laid on the Library 
table for the information of the hon’ble members. 

(b) Experience shows that it is undesirable from the administrative 
point of view to employ men in their home districts where they have 
relatives and vested interests. 

(c) Ho. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to answer 
(b), is it not possible to enrol a constable in his home district and then 
transfer him to another district? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that will 
be convenient. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon # ble Minister 
aware that in the neighbouring districts also one may have friends and 
relatives ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But it is a question of 
degree. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is not very difficult for poor men to go to other districts 
for purposes of enrolment, as it involves expense? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the -awn will be 

examined in their own districts, and a list will be made out that these 
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men are suitable for recruitment and that list will be circulated to all 
other districts. So, the question of further examination does not arise. 
The man gets the appointment and he goes there to join his post. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: ■ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if after enlistment in their own districts the candidates will have 
to go to other districts |or the purpose of selection and appointment? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, they will be put 
on the selected list as suitable for appointment, and when vacancies 
occur in other districts they will get appointments. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now go on with the debate on the 
Select Committee motions relating to the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Before you take up 
the formal business of the day, Sir, may I rise to make a submission? 
It is tHis, that instead of questions for the day being circulated half 
an hour before the Assembly meets, arrangements may be made for 
the supply of the Order Paper on the previous day some time before the 
sitting ends. Under the present -arrangement it is impossible for us 
to go through the questions thoroughly so as to be able to deal with 
them ^properly on the floor of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have taken note of your suggestion, and I shall 
have it exan^ined. This is a matter which relates to the Standing 
Rules’ and Orders, and I will place this matter before the Committee. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: I submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Minister has introduced the Bill himself as a party man 
and that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has publicly announced here 
that the Bill has to be rushed through somehow or other. In these 
circumstances will you be kind enough to consider that you will not 
he guided by their advice but will yourself determine whether any 
amendment is necessary? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to make it clear that while I shall receive 
the advice of Government* members or of any member who wants to 
biing the tpltfstkm of admissibility to my notice but I shall decide the 
18811 e entirely at my own discretion. Before I proceed further may f 
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request the Revenue Minister and the Chief Minister as also the leaders 
of the various groups to consider whether it would not be desirable to 
have some night sittings from Monday ‘next with a view to expedite the 
business of the House 

(At this stage there were noise and whispers in every part of the 
Chamber. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think it would b# very difficult 
to conduct the business of the House in the midst of so much noise. 
What I want to say is that it is for the leaders of the different groups 
to consider whether we cannot sit a little longer after dinner time. 
That is a matter for you to consider. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in Bengal 
people might think that I am out of court in expressing any views on 
this very important and complicated subject before this House. But, 
Sir, points have been raised and arguments brought before us which, 
under certain conditions presented as they are as a sort of a blunderbuss 
and a threat, go directly against the position, status and the very 
existence of this House. It is for this reason that I thought an inter- 
vention on my part would perhaps not be unjustified. Before I begin, 
Sir, I should like to draw the attention of my fellow members in this 
House through you Sir, to the message sent by His Excellency the 
Governor to you in which he has clarified the position so far as the 
introduction of this Bill into this House is concerned. Whether we 
send it round for circulation, whether we appoint a Select Committee 
or whether the House itself sits in judgment upon it, is quite different 
from the position whether in the judgment of His Excellency who must 
have obtained advice from the law officers of the Crown, this Bill does 
or does not interfere with the rights either of the owners or of the 
cultivators. I take it that His Excellency is satisfied that there is 
nothing in the law that can debar this House from dealing with this 
Bill as it chooses. You, Sir, have been given a carte blanche. The 
second point, Sir, is one where I have been deeply impressed by the 
attitude of the Hon’ible Minister in charge of the Revenue Department. 
He represents the Landholders Constituency in Bengal and it did 
require of him an amount of courage, an amount of idealism and an 
amount of sympathy for the people of the province to have come out 
so boldly to advocate their cause. He has taken up the responsibility 
of piloting the Bill through the House which would go against his 
own interests. That at least should have convinced the House that 
there is a reality, there is something more important than pure selfish- 
ness behind the introduction of this Bill. It has also^been said, Sir, j 
that the Government changed its mind suddenly'. Instead of submit- 
ting the Bill to the Select Committee they h&d themselves proposed or 
-of agreeing to its being circulated, it is now being rushed through at a 



1937 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1321 


tremendous pace. Motives have been attributed and it lias been men- 
tioned that perhaps the idea behind this hurry is to create a situation 
for the next election. I am afraid my colleagues in this House who 
think on these lines are slightly mistaken. This problem of the rights 
ot the peasants of Bengal lias been thought over, has been considered 
and judgment given upon it not only by all classes of the people of 
Bengal but by economists of repute, by experts in land revenue law 
and land revenue administration and there is a unanimity of opinion 
that the under-dog is not being treated well and his day has come. We 
do not want to rush the Bill through, at least the Government does not, 
but I do think the argument that more time is wanted has no legs to 
stand upon. We have taken decades almost a century over it. This 
Bill is only an earnest of what is coming later on as desired by every 
Indian group in this House. It is nothing — it is only a beginning — 
much greater problems are going to be discussed by us. The Muslim 
League, the Praja, the Congress, and, I might even say, every other 
section of this House stands committed. We have got to do some- 
thing. An immediate relief has to be found for the cultivator, there- 
fore, the argument that this Bill is being rushed through and must be 
squashed, savours of the putting of a few heads together with a view, 
somehow or the other, to condemn it, to nip it in the bud almost with 
threats. Bengal has spoken with one voice. This House is Bengal in 
miniature. It we believe in t lie rule of majority then a decision of 
this House, assembled in full Parliament and a decision by its majority 
must he listened to with attention by the highest in the land and out- 
side. I suggest, Sir, that the insinuations made by interested parties 
that things are being rushed through with motives which are miles 
away from the real intentions of those who want to do something for 
the poor cultivators be given up. There is no propaganda, there is 
no vote-catching device but a genuine sympathy for those on whose 
votes most of us have come here and to whom we gave a definite promise 
that certain remedies for their ills will be found immediately and also 
a promise of bigger remedies later on. Sir, as I have said, the danger 
of nipping this effort in the hud, pushing it aside and making it still- 
horn is not a suspicion or an invention of my own brain. I am sorry 
I have to bring in the name of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge also in 
this connection. They have misused the words “minority community ”. 
ff is not only a terminological inexactitude but, if I may be allowed 
f° s ay so, it is a deliberate mischief. There is something in this use 
°J it which is- not current in our political parlance and state documents 
right from those of the Parliament down to those of every province in 
I ii »li a , have given a special and a particular meaning to the word 
minority community”. Minority communities in India are 
e $tublished on a religious basis. Interests, economic or otherwise, do 
and cannot come under that category. My suspicion, therefore, 
iat it i s U8e( j w ^] 1 fj le p Ur p 08e 0 f dragging the Viceroy and the 
Pernor * fl to the controversy seems to be fully justified. The new 
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interpretation, which is being given to this term here to-day does 
savour not of genuine opposition to this Bill but of ulterior motives of 
torpedoing it later on. In fact a new significance is being imported 
into it. Zamindars, commercial magnates or industrialists, cannot 
demand that they Ibe called minority communities. I do not think 
that such a meaning is justified. Otherwise any five members of this 
House will join together as legislators, call themselves a minority com- 
munity and then ask the Viceroy to defend it under his Instrument of 
Instructions. It is not right. Another point brought into the argu- 
ment was expropriation with compensation and without compensation. 
The effort here seems to Ibe that this first attempt on the part of the 
Government should be painted red with the most modern technique, 
the insinuation being that there is a communistic intention behind it 
and that the Government has succumbed, surrendered, gone down on 
its knees before a section of the Coalition Group which wants to carry 
it through at any cost. If there is expropriation, 1 personally feel 
that it occurred long ago. Justice has been asked for and it shall be 
given to the men who have been expropriated. The landlords might 
have helped the English with their money to defeat Tippu Sultan and 
the zamindars might have established the rule of the East India Com- 
pany in this province with their tributes but the time lias now come 
when the son of the soil demands his rights and it will be a wiser 
course on the part of those who own lands to come out generously and 
in a spirit of camaraderie to help those who help them to keep up their 
dignity and their position. If this small preliminary effort on the part 
of Government means expropriation, the heavens are not going to fall 
on us nor is Bengal going to go red. I am surprised how they welcomed 
the change in the Tenancy Act, in 1928. If there was no expropriation 
then, why give this Bill a bad name now and kick it? In 1928, the 
peasants perhaps got a bit of justice and we now want to go a step 
further. Government, and those who stand behind it and also those 
who usually oj>pose it, have decided in their wisdom or by whatever 
name you call their decision, that the time has come when, in spite of 
the clauses in f lie Government of India Act, which none of us welcomed 
and notwithstanding the Instruments of Instructions, an effort must 
be made to unsettle the settled policy. Government, through its Chief, 
have informed us and stand committed that a Commission of Experts 
is going to be appointed, not to discuss the minor points included in 
this Bill but, with courage and fortitude, to go ahead and unsettle the 
Permanent Settlement. Therefore, it will he wise for us at this stage 
to put our heads together and see how we can stop the injustices under 
which the cultivator is suffering and why Bengal is still so different 
from the other provinces of India and how she can be brought into 
line with them. The Federation is coming and so far as is possible 
there should be unity of principle behind the administration of 
federated India. There may ibe provincial autonomy but the federation 
must demand a common factor on w r hich it may base its policy with a 
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perspective such as will do equal justice to the large and small pro- 
vinces. I strongly Ihelieve that the time has come when we vshould allow 
this preliminary effort to go through. It will teach us how to arrange 
the ring and get ready for the star turn that must come within the life- 
time of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be convenient at this stage if I 
called upon the Hou’ble mover to proceed with the Select Committee 
motion because we are so anxious to proceed with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 think the 
motion for Select Committee was under discussion. 

Mr. J. W, CHIPPENDALE: 1 have got a motion for reference of 
the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, he should be allow- 
ed to move it formally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He moved it yesterday. 

Mr.. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Nobody in this House can accuse 
me of being an interested person so far as this Bill is concerned but 
three points are perfectly clear to my own mind: (1) that this is an 
important Bill and a very difficult piece of legislation, (2) that it is 
being rushed through and (3) that any measure that is rushed through 
cannot produce any good result. I am not here to obstruct 

or delay this Bill in any manner whatsoever. 1 am here to 
point out that the best way to settle this important matter 

is to send it to a Select Committee and without a Select 

Committee you cannot settle such a thing on the floor of the 
House. The first and the foremost reason for my saying so is that 
you can get expert evidence there and secondly, you can have represen- 
tation of special interests and the matter can best be decided in that way. 
This is the reason why I am moving that the Bill be sent to a select 
committee. 

AVe have waited so long what does it matter if we have to wait for 
another month or a month and a half? Nothing will be lost but a 
great deal will be gained. People who have analysed the Bill must 
see these two elements in it; one is the divesting of rights and the 
second is that facilities are being given for evading payments of rent. 

Other speakers have spoken about the landlords’ fees and pre-emp- 
Lon, and that landlords are getting interest on arrears of rent and that 
although the landlords pay 12^ per cent., their tenants are to pay 
P e r cent. only. I do not want to touch upon those things hut there 
are other points which I desire you to consider. I see, that if 
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the first place this Bill seeks to introduce, two courts, two tribunals; 
one for the landlords and the other for the tenants. This I take to be 
a mischievous provision. If a man requires a piece of land for a 
religious purpose ve have to ask the question whether he is a landlord 
or a tenant. If he he a landlord he will have to go to the civil court, 
and if he be a tenant he will have to go to the Revenue Officer. Here 
you will see that you are introducing two different situations. The 
Civil Court has a body of legal principles which it will apply to all 
cases and what principle do you expect the Revenue Officer to apply? 
Why is this distinction sought to be made between a landlord and a 
tenant? Why are two different tribunals set up for the same purpose, 
namely, t lie acquiring of a piece of land for religious purposes? 

The second important matter that 1 want the house to consider is 
this : Before we take away the power of the certificate procedure it 
is imperative that you should repeal the permanent settlement. The 
roots of the relation between the landlord and the tenant go beyond the 
Permanent Settlement and are found in the instructions of Lord 
Cornwallis which lie received from parliament and the (hurt of 
Director*. The underlying principle of the Permanent Settlement is 
“promptness of payment.’’ What the landlord has to pay to Govern- 
ment he must pay on a fixed date and if he does not do so his estate 
will be brought to sale under the Sunset Law. The landlord has to 
pay promptly and how is he going to make his payments promptly if 
he cannot realise his rents also promptly. The Government has given 
the landlord certain facilities to collect his rents. If you turn to the 
Act you will find that the certificate procedure itself is circumscribed 
and restricted in its operation. The landlord cannot do as he like$ 
but he has to abide by certain terms and conditions; it is therefore 
a very restricted and a qualified right and yet you are going to take 
away that right also from him. How do you then expect him, in his 
turn, to fulfil his obligations to Government? The Permanent Settle- 
ment must be done away with first, and thereafter, you can do what 
you like with the landlord and not till then. 

I feel that this is a hasty piece of legislation and also that it is 
fraught with very great danger. It may, 1 fear, lead to agrarian 
trouble. This bill has therefore to be well and carefully considered. 
We see further that this is a Government measure and in a Government 
measure every question ought to be dispassionately and quietly looked 
into and given the best possible consideration. I move, therefore, that 
this Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMi: I cannot help feeling 
sympathy for the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister who had to pilot or 4 
rather who has to pilot the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 
He confessed that on certain points he did not agree with the Bill* 
He also said that the supporters of the Government expected from the 
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Ministers redemption of election pledges made by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Fazlul Huq, the Chief Minister, and others : that was no news to us. 
But the confession made by the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq — and confes- 
sion is good for the soul — that he has been hurried through this measure 
by impulsions from outside, from his followers outside the House in 
order that he might appear to his electorate to have redeemed his elec- 
tion pledges. Our promising Minister who is called the Chief Minister, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, is veiy generous in his promises and 
assuaranees. During the last few weeks he has given to this House 
more assurances than I have been able to count, and again the assurances 
given to the various people outride during his election tours it would 
be difficult even for a divine calculator to estimate. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Wait and see. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I am reminded of a 
story of the great poet Hafiz who in a fit of generosity gave away his 
King’s most beautiful provinces, Samurkhand and Bokhara, and on the 
next day when he was brought before the King in chains Hafiz pleaded 
“this is the result ot my geneiesity.’* 1 am afraid, Sir, when the 
term of my honourable friend the Chief Minister expires he will find 
himself arrainged before the public, for not having fulfilled his pledges, 
because there have been too many rather generous promises, lie lias 
tried, I will not say. to deceive the people hut, at any rate, to be 
content with a similitude of redemption of promises. 

I consider this Bill as a very dishonest measure. 1 will tell 
you why. This is supposed to give rights to the tillers of the soil. 
It does nothing of the kind. From first to last it gives additional 
rights to persons who possess already more rights than the zemindars. 
The occupancy raiyat is a porpertied person. There is hardly anything 
here about the under-raiyat who is at the mercy of the occupancy 
raiyat. What has happened in Bengal as a result of the last Bengal 
Tenancy Act. I know, it is within my experience, it is within my 
zemindari. The whole mouzas which contain hundreds of raiyat .s ait* 
now ruled by 5 or 6 men who hold the other raiyats practically as 
wage slaves. This is a fact and now that you are giving enormous 
rights to the occupancy raiyats you are creating another propertied 
class. You may call them petit bourgeois, you may call them Kulaks, 
but, they are just as oppressive as any landlords have ever been. And 
it is a fact not only this country hut in all countries that it is t he small 
landlords, and I say that the jotedars and occupancy raiyats are the 
landlords, who are most tenacious of their rights and are most eager 
to exact every penny they can from helpless under-re iyats. I ventured 
to say yesterday while the Revenue Minister was speaking that nothing 
had been given to the under-raiyat. There is a provision, I think 
clause 21 of the Bill, which gives the under-raiyat only that portion 
°f the right to the occupancy tenant which enables him to commit 
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suicide namely by subdivision of his tenants. I am not going into the 
merits of the Bill but I am astonished to find that the Hon’ble Members 
for some of whose opinion I have the greatest respect should say that 
the matter is a foregone conclusion, that judgment has been delivered 
on matters which are the subject of this proposed enactment. 
Remember this that a Bill which seeks to amend the most complicated 
piece of legislation in India must be drafted even from the legislative 
point of view with care, with due regard to juristic principles and I 
fail to see how in a house of 250 members it is possible dispassionately, 
quite apart from rights and other political considerations, to frame, an 
amending Bill properly which would fit in with the old Act and not 
give rise to endless litigation. It is well known that since 1929 litiga- 
tion in respect of land has increased very much. This Bill gives 
additional premium to the local mofussil pleaders and lawyers, it gives 
additional scope to touts and they are the ruin of the tenantry. I 
know of thousands of cases in my own zemindari alone where tenants 
have been ill advised, have gone in for litigation and come to us not 
only with all the dues but with compensation for the cost and begging 
for a solenamtt. This is the state of things that has been created by 
hastly legislation. I could understand if there was a crying grievance 
which ought to be redressed, which indeed called for redress, that a 
hasty piece of legislation was necessary. But there is nothing in this 
Bill to show any such urgency. Long before this Government came 
into existence, 12 or 15 years ago, I first mooted the question not before 
popular audiences in order to win popular applause but to the Land- 
holders Association urging the necessity of enquiring into the entire land 
system of Bengal wTiich I thought had grown up in a haphazard manner. 
I am not speaking here in the interest of my zemindari; accident of 
birth and the law of inheritance have placed me in the category of 
zemindars but I want to see in Bengal established a true agrarian 
system, a system of agriculture and a system by which the agriculturist 
has his full rights and not this tinkering Bill. (The HonTde Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq: Not so long as you remain.) Mr. Fazlul Huq will 
wait for the remainder of mv speech and I shall answer him. This 
Bill is really a piece of deceipt because it is going to benefit most of 
the supporters of Mr. Fazlul Huq who are in office. You are not doing 
anything for the man who is nearest the soil and I think if you go 
into the measure more carefully and introduce amendments — I say 
even within the scope of this Bill — you can introduce clauses which 
would to some extent reach the man nearest the soil and it is on this 
account that I support the motion for reference to a Select Committee, 
because at any rate in the Select Committee you will have a chance 
of examining the provisions and of introducing further improvements 
which would reach the tiller of the soil. As it is what does it amount 
to? After the session the Ministers will go back to their constituencies 
and say “look here my dear fellows, this is the thing that we have 
given to you”. They will not understand what this really means. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the member make him- 
self clear that he is speaking for himself and not for his party. 

Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I am speaking not only for 
myself but on behalf of common sense and reason. (A voice: Not for 
the party.) I am speaking to-dav because I feel that it is my 
responsibility to see as far as possible that a Bill of this kind is not 
introduced which does not give rights to the under-raiyat and 1 venture 
to prophesy one thing. Reference has been made to my zemindari even 
by members of my paity. I venture to prophesy one thing and I am 
confident that this prophecy will be fulfilled within the lifetime of 
many of us present here, and it is this that many of those who are 
classed as zemindars will become men who probably will be described 
by some as noblesse deprive , by others treated with suspicion bul who 
will be probably instruments of great power in establishing the rural 
economy of Bengal for the benefit of the peasantry. I once said long 
ago to a body of landholders, “let our thoughts not dwell on our past 
glories; if there is now to be a sunset let it be a sunset blazing with 
the glory of service and sacrifice in the interest of the motherland" 
and having stated the usual arguments in favour of landlordism namely, 
their contributions to public works, 1 cited instances, but this cannot 
justify, far less secure, the continuance of a system which goes out of 
date by reason of the fact that it ceases to conform to changing order. 
Also 1 said, and this was long ago “let me tell you clearly that I do 
not regard the permanent settlement or any other settlement as sacro- 
sanct". It is not my intention to ask the House to assent to the perpe- 
tuation of the permanent settlement or of the zemindari system. It is 
my intention here to fix your attention on the great problem of agri- 
culture in Bengal and to see that the true agriculturist has his right- 
ful place in the scheme of agrarian system in Bengal. This Bill does 
nothing of the kind. If by going to a Select Committee we could 
improve it to some extent we would be very happy to do so but I am 
afraid the scope of the Bill is extremely limited. I know the Hon’ble 
Mr. frazlul Huq has the power of number behind him. I was just 
thinking this morning of some lines of Shakespeare in “Measure for 
Measure” — “Man, proud man drest in alittle brief authority” that is 
what Isabella says, and before that she says “0, it is excellent to have 
a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant.” 

Please do not do so, please treat them rationally. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker, 
^i r ' J have tried to follow very carefully the eloquent speech of the 
speaker who has just sat down. Sir, I have nothing but respect for 
his political opinion, but at the same time I must submit that nobody 
has any right to distort facts. I did not suggest yesterday that this 
Bill was introduced by Government only in fulfilment of the pledges 
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given by the Hop’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq or his party to the electorate. 
What I said was this, and I think I was perfectly clear in my language, 
that the Congress, the non-Congress Hindus, the Mussalmans, the 
scheduled castes and even those who are returned from the special 
electorates had one object in view, namely amelioration of the condition 
of the masses of Bengal and this Bill is nothing but a prelude to the 
fulfilment of that great pledge, the pledge that was given by all 
unanimously. Sir, Mr. Goswami characterised my Bill as a dishonest 
measure, as a great deceit. Sir, 1 would respectfully draw his 
attention to certain clauses of the Bill and would leave it to the House 
to judge for itself whether that appellation is at all applicable to this 
measure or not. Sir, first of all I would draw attention to clause 4 
of the Bill. What is there? The proposal is that the landlords’ 
transfer fee and right of pre-emption should be done away with. 
Landlords’ transfer fee is now leviable on the transfer of occupancy 
holdings. So can it be denied that the money really comes out of the 
pocket of the poor occupancy raiyat ? Sir, it is not correct to assume 
that in every case the occupancy raiyat is a rent receiver. In a very 
small percentage of cases he is a rent receiver; in majority of the cases 
he is nothing but tiller. So the clause definitely benefits the tiller of 
the soil. Is there any justification for that remark of Mr. Goswami 
that tins measure is “a piece of deceit” and is a dishonest measure 
and that it does not benefit the tiller of the soil ? Here is a clause which 
directly and undoubtedly benefits the tillers of the soil, it gives him 
relief to the extent of 20 per cent: it increases the credit of the culti- 
vator by 20 per cent. 

Sir, the next provision, I would draw attention to, is clause G of 
the Bill relating to usufructuary mortgage. What is that proposal? 
The mortgagee’s debt will be considered liquidated in lb years’ time. 
I know of instances where the debt was not liquidated in 30, 40 or 00 
years; until the debt is liquidated the poor man’s land is held in mort- 
gage. The man who places his land in mortgage is certainly a poor 
man. This provision will remove one of the grossest injustices that 
have not been perpetrated on the face of the earth. 

Sir, I would now draw attention of hon’ble members to clause 8 
and 13. In clause 8, there is a proposal for giving the under-raiyat, 
for whom the hon’ble Mr. Goswami lias so much sympathy, the rights 
of an occupancy raiyat. So, is it not really in the interests of the 
under-raiyat a tiller of the soil, and who is more a tiller of the soil than 
an under-raiyat? 

Sir, I would ask the House to consider that mere mellifluence of 
language does not always make good arguments. Mr. Goswami s 
speech was undoubtedly couched in his usual mellifluous language, but 
I do not tfiink that there was an ounce of logic behind it. The fittest 
reply has been given by an interruption made by a member of his own 
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party. I am fully convinced, and I am sure that this House also* 
thinks, that a reply has been given by that interruption to which there 
was no repudiation. It shows that the members on fhe opposite 
benches are really convinced that this Bill is really meant for the 
benefit of the cultivators. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, when I interrupted 
I said that we did not agree to the reference of the Bill to Select 
Committee. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I entirely repudiate the 
suggestion that we on the side of the House believe that this Bill is 
meant for the actual benefit of the cultivators. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I challenge 
the Leader of the Opposition to go against any of the principal clauses 
of my Bill. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The Bill falls far short of what 
is necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, if Mr. Bose 
is really convinced that the Bill is not in the interests of the cultivators, 
then it is up to him to act according to his conviction and to oppose 
it. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, have I ever suggested that 
1 am going to oppose the Bill? We shall consider it clause by clause. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I challenge 
him to oppose it. His Deputy Leader has characterised the Bill as a* 
“piece of deceit. ” I say it is merely a prelude of bigger measures- 
that are to follow. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, is this melo- 
drama necessary to dissuade the members of this side of the House 
from the path of duty? 

(At this stage the Ilon’ble Nawab Khwaja IIahlmtllaii Bahadur, 
°f Dacca, cried “Stop, stop”.) 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir is the Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur justified in usurping the position of the Speaker and asking a 
member to stop? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think the matter of maintaining order entirely 
rests with the Speaker. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I shall now 
leave Mr. Goswami alone and try to reply to the arguments advanced 
generally in support of reference of the Bill to Select Committee. As 
I had occasion to state yesterday, the main provisions of this Bill had 
been before the public during the last 6 or 7 years; and no useful 
purpose would therefore be served by referring this Bill to Select 
Committee. Government had also sufficient time to consider the pro- 
visions of the Bill. It is not a piece of hasty legislation, as some of 
the hon’ble members have tried to characterise it.. The number of 
amendments that have been put in shows that even if this Bill be 
referred to Select Committee there is not much chance of unanimity. 
It will be a mere waste of time. This Bill can be considered more 
properly on the floor of the House. Government thought at the 
beginning that the Bill should be referred to Select Committee; then 
by consulting informally some of the different groups they came to the 
conclusion that reference of this Bill to Select Committee would lead 
to nothing hut greater confusion. With these few words I oppose the 
motion of reference of the Bill to Select Committee. Before I sit down 
I repeat my challenge to the Leader of the Opposition and to his party 
to oppose the principal provisions of the Bill (Hear; hear). 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I desire to say a few words 
in reply to the challenge thrown out by the Revenue Minister. Sir, 
I am not concerned in the least with these mock challenges thrown 
out by the Revenue Minister. (The Hon’ble Sir Btjoy Prasad Sinuh 
Roy : A real challenge.) 

If a real challenge is thrown out on the merits of the measure, as 
to whether it is for the benefit of the tillers of the soil, I and my .party 
will accept that challenge. I rise to remove a misapprehension which, 
I understand, has been created in the minds of some members and, 
I take it, it is a bona fide misapprehension, by the speech of the Deputy 
Leader of my party, who said that the motion for the Select Committee 
found favour with him. Mr. Goswami was entirely right, and I desire 
to explain that when the Government gave notice of their motion for 
the appointment of a Select Committee, I and my party thought that 
a Select Committee was necessary having regard to the nature of the 
Bill. But on behalf of my party I wrote to the Revenue Minister 
stressing two points. Firstly, that I and my party could not agree to 
support a Select Committee consisting of as many as 34 members, 
because in our opinion it would be a huge and unjustifiable w r aste of 
Dublic monev to have a Select Committee of 34. 
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Sir, the second point was that we could not support a Select Com- 
mittee which ignored a particular group of the Proja Party sitting 
here. Not a single member had been taken from that party. 

We still think and the Deputy Leader of my party was right in 
thinking that a measure of this sort ought to have been taken to the 
Select Committee as was originally proposed by Government. But 
when the Government withdrew their proposal, we also had no option 
but to withdraw our support to it. In fact, we Lad to withdrew our 
support before Government withdrew their proposal for the reasons I 
have mentioned ; and although we feel that a legislation of this nature 
ought to have gone to a Select Committee, we are not prepared to delay 
the passing of this measure by one single minute. We still think that 
the provisions of this Act ought to have been considered and thrashed 
out before a Select Committee. (The Hon’ble Mi. Nalini Ran-ux 
Sakker : Because the provisions are so good.) 1 hear a remark made 
by the Finance Minister that because the provisions are so good w*e do 
not want to delay the passing of this Bill. He had better wait until 
he hears what the members of my party have to say. My party will 
bring forward amendments which will be definite improvements on the 
existing provisions. I would challenge the Finance Minister and the 
Revenue Minister to point out a single provision in the Bill which would 
benefit the actual tillers of the soil. It is from that point of view that 
we shall examine the provisions of the Bill and we shall put forward 
amendments in order to improve the lot of the tillers of the soil. It 
will be for the House to consider whether they should accept our 
amendments or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry that Mr. Bose has added a 
counter-challenge in his reply to the challenge and in view of that I 
think it is only fair that I should allow the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
to speak for a minute. I hope, however, that the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister will not again throw out a counter-challenge. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir. I rise on a point 
ot order. Can the Revenue Minister speak twice on the motion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the Kumar Saheb heard what I said: 
that in view of the fact that a statement had been made by Hon ble 
•"'ir Bijoy Prasad in giving a challenge to an important group, I felt 
B w as only fair that 1 should allow Mr. Bose to reply. Mr. Bose has, 
however, thrown out another counter-challenge and in view of that I 
think I should allow r the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad to reply to that 
counter-challenge. I think the Kumar Saheb knows perfectly well 
that it is entirely within the discretion of the Speaker to ask anybody 
to speak at any time he likes. I shall now r call upon the Hon ble 
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Revenue Minister to speak; but as I have already said, I hope he 
will not throw out another counter-challenge. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I very 
clearly explained which of the provisions of the Bill are really in the 
interests of the tillers of soil and I shall wait for further elucidation 
of the counter-challenge by the Leader of the opposition and the mem- 
bers of the Congress party. 

As regards the Select Committee being uuweildy, I may mention 
that when I made the proposal of referring this Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee, 1 asked for names from the Congress party. On the basis that 
the number of members ot the Select Committee was going to be -10, 
the number to which the Congress party in view of its strength here 
was entitled was 7. (A vouk: The number originally proposed was 
28.) 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta, the whip of the Congress parh , did agree to send in 
7 names on the distinct understanding that the number was going to 
be 30, and not 28. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The number was 28 and one- 
fourth of that is 7. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may T 
explain 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be allowed to speak thrice on this motion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears that the Hon’ble Minister omitted to 
explain something. If he has omitted to say something I cannot but 
allow him to do so. In fact, be rose immediately. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with 
reference to the inclusion of some Proja Party member, to which Mr. 
Bose has referred, I may explain that in the Coalition group there are 
34 representatives of the Proja Party as against 8 in the so-called 
Proja Party on the other side. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I be per 

mitted to enter my most emphatic protest to the Hon’ble Minister * 
describing us as the members of the so-called Proja Party? You, Sir, 
have allotted us seats here. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
thought that Proja interests would be properly represented by the 
members of the Proja Section in the Coalition Party and that is why 
we were <*f opinion it was quite unnecessary to select any representative 
from the "recalcitrant members of the Praja Party who have now become 
an apanage of the Congress Party. 

That is why they thought it was quite unnecessary to select a repre- 
sentative from the recalcitrant members of the Praja party. That 
group is clearly an appendage to the Congress. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: 1 take exception to the 
term used by the Hon’ble Minister so far as our group is concerned, 
when you have recognised and allotted a block to the Krishak Praja 
Party. 

Mr. SPEAKER.* 1 have no desire nor is it within my competence 
to enter into the domestic quarrels of different parties. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: You gave a ruling yester- 
day asking a member to withdraw t lie term ‘‘so-called popular Govern- 
ment”. I therefore submit as to whether the Hon’ble Member is in 
order in saying “so-called Praja Party”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When a member referred to the present Govern- 
ment, as a so-called popular Government, I thought that statement 
questioned the very existence of this House. I was therefore fully 
entitled to ask the member concerned to withdraw. As to whether a 
particular party is a bona fide party or not is a matter with which the 
Speaker has no concern. He cannot, nor is it desirable for him to 
enter into a controversy about it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: If my memory serves me 
aright, while attacking Peel’s Government it was said, it is a Govern- 
ment of organised hypocrisy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: And I say, Sir, the opposi- 
tion here is dishonest and hypocritical. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If there is too much interruption, 
I will have to adjourn the House. 

Mr. SANTjQ&tT KUMAR BASU: The House may be closed like the 
Raj sh ahi OdUege . 

9* nalinaksha SANYAL: If I am correct, I have just heard 
'he Hon’ble the Chief Minister to say that the opposition is dishonest 
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and hypocritical. I submit, Sir, the word “dishonest” is unparlia- 
mentary whereas the word “hypocritical” is parliamentary,, 

lyrtC SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal will agree with me that if i« not pos- 
&ime for me to control the House and to hear every word that is uttered 
when there is so much interruption. If the word “dishonest” has 
been used with reference to any party, that was unparliamentary. 
There was too much noise in the House and I did not hear him say so. 
If I had heard him I would have certainly asked him to withdraw. I 
hope that everybody will fully realise that no party can speak of another 
party as hypocritical and dishonest. 

MauIvLABUL HASHIM: Is it parliamentary, Sir, to term a Govern- 
ment BHl as dishonest? 

/ \ Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the general principle on which it is decided 
as to whether an expression is parliamentary or not is that there should 
be no motive ascribed to any person or group of persons. I think every 
Government is subject to attack in every country and I think an expres- 
sion with reference to a particular Bill as to whether it is of a parti- 
cular nature is quite apart from Government’s function or the function 
of a party. 

The motions of Kumar Shi 1» Shekhareswar Hoy and Mr. J. V. 
Chippendale that the Bill be refused to Select Committee, were put and 
lost. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I rise to oppose the 
motion for consideration of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937, as moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Land Revenue on 
the ground that the proposed Bill is incomplete and inadequate. It 
ignores the fact that about \2 lakhs of people inhabiting my consti- 
tuency, the constituency of the Jalpaiguri district cuvi Siliguri sub- 
division have been so long denied and are still denied by the provincial 
legislature the primary rights and privileges conferred and recognised 
by the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act which the Bill seeks to 
amend still further and to effect improvements. It is a pitiable 
spectacle, Sir, that when so many human beings tied to the rest of the 
province by so many chains and claiming equally with them to be 
considered as Bengalis speaking the Bengali language are denied by 
the Legislature the rights of a most elementary sort. The rest of the 
province should be marching onwards and onwards in utt-er disregard 
to how they fare. Sir, I have no desire to stop their progress or to 
prove obnoxious against their happiness. All that I want is that they 
must take their brothers in my constituency along with them. Minus 
my constituency there can be no real prosperity and happiness for the 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Can the member speak generally at this- 
consideration stage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. The House is now at the consideration stage 
and the nieipber can speak generally on the consideration of the Bill. 


Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: What privileges they 
may now enjoy they do by the mercy of the Executive and they are 
not in a line with the rest of the province although they resemble in 
toto their brothers in the neighbouring districts educationally, socially 
and culturally. 

What is their position now? About one-third of the area, the 
permanently-settled portion of the Jalpaiguri district, now enjoys the 
benefit of the Bengal Tenancy Act in its entirety by an Executive order 
being considered a scheduled area. The Western Duars, more than 
half of the Jalpaiguri district, have got the benefit of a partial and 
practically useless application of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the extension 
of which has been under such restrictions and modifications that the 
enforcement has been rendered futile. If there is anything in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act which is inconsistent with the terms and conditions 
of the lease granted or to be granted or to be renewed to the tenants of 
that unfortunate Trad, those conditions and terms of the lease are 
enforced and shall be enforced notwithstanding anything contained to 
the contrary in the same Act. Torai is altogether excluded. I am now r 
confining my observations to the Western Duars khas mahals and to a 
certain extent to the Terai. The tenants there get lease of their land 
from Government for twenty years with a clause of renewal if they 
prove themselves to be good boys after the expiry of the lease on such 
terms and conditions as Government think fit, that is, the rights and 
obligations of the tenants are changeable at each settlement after 
twenty years. .If the tenants fail to pay the rent or the cesses accord- 
ing to the fixed instalments on the fixed dates all arrears are realised by 
the sale of property according to the provisions of the Revenue Sale 
Law (Sunset law) and the provisions of the Public Demands Recovery 
Act. The jotedars nowadays do not possess unrestricted transferable and 
saleable rights which they had before British occupation and even so 
late as the settlement of 1915-16 known as Milligan Settlement, 
though the jotedar has been given the restricted right of transfer such 
transfer is pot recognised with regard to revenue payment. Separate 
accounts are not allowed.' All co-sharers of a jote are according to the 


fcnns of the lease jointly and severally liable for the entire rent and the 
entire jote is liable to be sold for any portion of the rent due. The 
jotedars of the Western Duars are not getting the benefit of sections 
19 and 11 of the Revenue Sale Law or section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act although they are subjected to all the hardships and disadvantages 
^ n der that Act or the Bengal Tenancy Act. Thfc jotedar is given the- 
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jright to sublet the whole or part of his land to occupancy raiyats pro- 
* vided he is a bona fide cultivator of his land and resides on or, near his 
jote but to no other class of tenants. I beg to submit that there cannot 
be any objection to settled homestead tenants on danga lands not fit for 
-cultivation and for which jotedars have to pay rents and ^uch, rights 
should not be taken away. These raiyats are forbidden to sublet the 
whole or any portion of their tenure, however big that may be, under 
pain of immediate forfeiture of such tenure. But they are encouraged 
to employ adhiars, that is, agricultural coolies. The chukanidar has 
got no right to transfer or sale of his lands without the previous sanc- 
tion of the jotedar. The darchukani tenancies, i.e., tenancies belong- 
ing to those who are the real tillers of the sojl, still remain unrecognised, 
though sometimes they extend over as many as one hundred acres and 
have been in existence for generations; they have not been given any 
rights so far and they are not recognised at all. 

The jotedars cannot use the land for any purpose except those men- 
tioned in the lease. There are instances where a cultivator’s holding 
was threatened to be resumed on the ground that he stocked in a room 
in his hut two tins of kerosene which he used to sell to the bustiwallas, 
but which was objected to by the revenue officers on the ground that 
the land was settled with him as a place of residence and for agricul- 
tural work, while he was using it as a shop. Another jotedar got a 
notice from the Deputy Commissioner of the resumption of his entire 
jote including his homestead, for the offence of allowing a Congress 
house to be erected within his jote — and this in spite of the fact that 
not a single Congress or allied organisation in the Jalpaiguri district 
has ever been declared unlawful. 

Jotes are liable to be resumed for any breach of terms of the lease, 
without any reference to the civil court. Frequently, jotes are resumed 
on the report of the telisildar and tenants are forcibly turned out of 
their holdings. If they refuse to vacate, then sometimes criminal cases 
are brought in at the instance of the Deputy Commissioner, and the 
tenant is convicted. Such forcible evictions and criminal proseeutions 
are not at all justified. In the Dooars, with regard to the breach qf the 
terms of the lease, the complainant and the judge are united in^Ehe same 
-authority and in the same person. 

These are some of the innumerable handicaps from which the culti- 
vators suffer. 

With each settlement, Sir, the renf is enhanced out of all propor- 
tion to improvements 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t want to interrupt you. You can discuss 
only the principle of the Bill, but you are going into details far too 
mil eh. 
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Baton KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I shall be finishing 
in twojgphiutes, and I shall not go into details any more/ 

■ Mr/Speaker, Sir, may I appeal through you to the members of this 

to lend their support to me and help to introduce* the Bengal 
Te&ai^By Act in my constituency ? May I press my request that Bengal 
tfhbulp not be partitioned like this in matters of land and other legis- 
lation and appeal for a United Bengal in this as well as in other 
measures? I owe it to my constituency to make their condition known 
to you; it remains with you to do the needful for they are your country- 
men as well as mine. I am ready to withdraw my opposition if the 
Ministry assure us that they will extend the Bengal Tenancy Act to 
mv constituency in its entirety by amending section 1 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, or, if necessary, for the Siliguri subdivision, by issuing 

a notification to that effect. Then, Sir, shall I withdraw my opposition. 

If the Ministry accept my suggestions, then they will earn the thanks 
of a large number of their countrymen. 1 appeal to them, Sir, that 
they may be induced to take a sympathetic view and come to the help 
of so many of the jtrojas who will bless them for their just action. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the last 
speaker has tried to make out certain points which are quite extraneous 
to the issue before the House, viz., the extension of the provisions of 
ihe Bengal Tenancy Act to the khas mahals in the Dooars. Sir, I 
venture to submit that this proposal is outside the scope of the present 
Bill. So, I do not think that his proposals really arise out of this Bill, 
hut, in view of what he has said, Government would be quite prepared 
to get the matter Ihoroug % examined before coming to a decision one 
way or the other. 

Sir, certain special rules govern the incidence of tenancy in the 
Khas mahals in Jalpaiguri district, and the main object of those rules 
was to prevent subinfeudation and to prevent lands passing out of the 
hands of the bona fide cultivators into the hands of middlemen. It may 
he necessary to take stock of the position and to find out how far those 
rules have fulfilled their object. Though these proposals are not quite 
relevant in my humble opinion to the subject-matter before the House 
to-day, Government are quite prepared to examine Ihe whole question 
through an officer of the Department and come to a decision later on, 
(Babu Khagendiu Nath Das Gupta : In consultation also with the 
peasants of that area?) 

Sir, as regards the motion before the House, I would press for its 
acceptance by* the honourable members. 

The question that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
hdven into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now proceed with the amendments. 

10 
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r Clause 1. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that i: 
Clause 1, sub-clause (2), for the words “on such date as the provincia 
Government may be notification” the words “from the date of its fina 
publication” shall be substituted and the word “appoint” be omitted. 

(The member delivered a speech in support of his motion in Bengali. 

[When Maulvi Abdul Hakim was referring to the provisions of sec 
tion 88 of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, Mr. Abdul Lati 
Biswas rose on a point of order and said : ] 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. Is th 
honourable member in order? He is referring to section 88 of the Benga 
Tenancy Act, which is not under discussion at the present moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I have not been able to hear him a 

all. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (The member was discussing in the couix 
of his speech on his amendment the general provisions of t he Bill.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Maulvi Abdul Hakim, have yoi 
moved your amendment? I am afraid this is not an occasion for i 
speech on the merits of the Bill, but to suggest a date on which it ii 
to take effect, and you must confine yourself to that. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (The member went on discussing tin 
general principles of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, is this at al 
relevant to his motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid, Mr. Hakim, you are going to such i 
length of irrelevancy that unless you speak on your motion, I shall have 
to rule you out of order. 

[Maulvi Abdul Hakim said in Bengali that lie had nearly finished 
his speech, and if he had discussed the general provisions of the Bill 
on his own amendment, the scope of which was very much restricted 
he did so because he had not an opportunity of speaking on the Bill, j 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the usual 
practice and form have been followed in this case. As regard's the 
date on wdiich the Act will come into operation, it is usually done 
when the assent of His Excellency the Governor is received and it is 

difficult to nut, HI ft. Hft.rtlP.nl ft r rlfttn Viofnro xxrcx nrot +Tin Qoamif nf His 
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Excellency, Tbecause certain administrative arrangements may have to 
be made and nobody knows what time the Upper House will take to 
consider the Bill. So I think that the Bill clause should stand as it 
is. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Does it include amendment No. 37? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I think it is only fair for the House to 
know what the effect will be if the Government Bill is passed as it 
stands. The effect will be that the Act will come into force from 
the date of its final publication in the gazette. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Tlakim was put and a division called 
by Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury; but it was not pressed. So the 
motion was put again and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you Hunk that this motion is in order? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I think, Sir, that this motion is in order, 
because it only intends to fix a limit of time within which the Bill is 
to come into operation. So far as the Bill as it stands at present is 
concerned, it is left absolutely vague as to when it will come into force 
as it does not indicate any date. We may have to wait for two or 
three years or for an indefinite period. Therefore I propose to fix the 
time to the 1st January, 1938. I submit that this motion is in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the •usual 

practice is to bring any legislation into operation from the date of 
the assent of His Excellency the Governor and as soon as it receives 
the assent of the Governor it is published in the gazette and brought 
into operation. It is not possible to put in a particular date by which 
a particular Act should be brought into force, because there is the 
Upper House and nobody knows what time the Upper House will take 
to consider it. Suppose the Upper House decides to make some 
changes: in that case it will have to come back to the Lower House 
and if there is disagreement, a joint session may be necessary and 1 the 
assent of the Governor and if necessary the assent of the Governor- 
General should be taken. So nobody knows what time will be 
actually necessary. I would therefore rather leave it as it is so that 
fhe Bill may be brought into operation as soon as it receives the 
Governor’s assent. I think that is the best course to adopt: my 
advice is to leave things as they are. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The only question to be decided here is 
whether the motion is in order or not. I have already submitted in 
rn y amendment that after the word “appoint” in the last line, the 
^ords “but not later than the 1st of January, 1938” be added. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: My difficulty is this that* under section 75 of 
the Government of India Act, a Bill which has been passed by any 
Chamber has to be presented to His Excellency the Governor and it is 
in the Governor’s discretion to declare whether he gives his assent or 
not and the question of giving effect to it probably comes after that. 
Has the House any right to restrict the Governor’s discretion by say- 
ing that he must do it within a certain date? Have you any authority 
to say that the Governor must exercise his discretion within a certain 
date? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I only want in this motion to 
expedite the effect of this Bill and if by the vote of the House it is 
decided that it will come into operation within 1st January, 1938, 
then, Sir, the result will be that His Excellency the Governor may see 
his way to have the matter expedited. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on have no right to say that. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, so far as the Salary Bills of the 
Ministers, Speakers, Deputy Speakers and the members are concerned 
you will find that a time limit was provided, e.g., that it will take 
effect from such and such date; and if that is in order there is no 
reason why this motion should not be in order. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY : Sir, I do not under- 
stand why my claim for the division was overlooked. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You withdrew it, did you not? 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: No, Sir, I did not. 
It was Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy who asked me to withdraw but I did 
not do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I noticed Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta was nod- 
ding to you asking not to press the division. In any case if you take 
10 to 15 minutes to decide whether you want the division or not, I 
cannot help it. The matter is closed now. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: I did not rise so long 

as I did not want to interrupt Mr. Abdul Bari. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There was enough time before Mr. Abdul Bari 
rose to spe,ak. 



1937 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1341 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Regarding the 

motion may I submit one point — whether it is in order or not, it mus*t 
be decided by you. If my friend Mr. Bari modify his amendment 
and substitute the words “31st March, 1938’ ’ for the words “1st 
January, 1938” then I can accept it. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: What about the point of order 
regarding Governor’s discretion to give assent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is really forcing the hands of the 
Governor which nobody has any right to do. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: On a point 0 f infor- 
mation, Sir. Motion Nos. 21-3*3 have been tabled by many members; 
but only Maulvi Abdul Hakim spoke on it. Have not others got the 
right to speak on it ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Of course they had ; but nobody rose to speak 
and the matter is closed now. After that 1 called No. 36 and declared 
it out of order: then I called No. 37. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: All these amendments 
are allied and there may be one discussion at the same time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Excepting the minor motions I propose to take 
them together and have one discussion. 

After the point that has been raised by Mr. Abdhl Bari .1 am not 
very clear in my own mind. At one time I thought that a Bill can- 
not take effect under section 75 by fixing a date because that would 
he restricting the right of His Excellency the Governor. But in view 
of the precedent that has been quoted by Mr. Bari, namely, that in the 
case of the Salary Bills of the Ministers, the Speaker, the Deputy 
Speaker and members, a time-limit was fixed within which the Bills 
would take effect — that it would have retrospective effect, I do not 
why this provision will not be in order if a date is fixed and 
Retrospective effect is given for its enforcement. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Sir, the amendments Nos. 21-41 are 
almost similar. I suggest that instead of taking them one by one they 
lna y he taken together and have one discussion. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I beg to move that to clause 1 ( 2 ) after 
w °rd “appoint” in the last line, the words “but not later than tbe 
first of January, 1938” be added. 
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I may only say, Sir, in relation to this that the suggestion tha 
has been made by the Hon'ble Revenue Minister that he is prepare 
to accept my motion if it is modified, namely, to substitute “3D 
March, 1938” for “1st January, 1938” is acceptable to me, and 
accepted it as suggested by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. M 
desire is not to make any speech on this point because I want, a 
this House also want, that this measure should 1 be expedited as earl 
as possible, because every minute that is lost in bringing this legisla 
tion into force means the loss of the life-blood of the tenants on whor 
the zemindars have so long perpetrated oppression. It will also hav 
the effect of checking the fraud and the deceit that is or is likely t 
be practised by the zemindars of whom I might say my honourabl 
friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy is the spokesman. This wi] 
also check the fraud and deceit which is sought to be practised on th 
millions of tenantry as adumbrated by the leader and 1 Deputy Leade 
of the Opposition, because T find that by suggesting the circulatio] 
of the Bill or reference to the Select Committee they have tried ti 
show that this Bill is not in the best interest of the tenants of thi 
land and thereby they have tried to show that provisions herein mad' 
are not at all to the interest of the peasant and therefore the Bil 
should be referred to a Select Committee so that better measures ma; 
be provided there. 

But, Sir, all this actually means delaying the operation of th i f 
measure and 1 thereby strengthening the hands of the reactionarie; 
like the zemindars and the spokesmen of the Congress. Therefore t( 
bring home to the tenants that they are likely to have effect of thi* 
legislation as early as possible, namely, 31st March, 1938, that thi; 
amendment should be accepted. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern 
ment are prepared to accept the amendment but not on the ground oi 
checking the fraud and deceit perpetrated by the zemindars as stated 
by Mr. Abdul Bari. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bari, you must now move a short-notice 
amendment amending your amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that to clause 1(2) 
after the words “appoint” in the last line, the words “but not later 
than the 31st March, 1938” be added. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: In view of the fact that the House 
has decided to take amendments Nos. 35-41 together in order to 
expedite matters, may I move my amendment? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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Mn RA3IK LAL BISWAS: I beg to move that sub-clause (2) 
of clause 1 of the • Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill of 1937, be 
substituted by “It shall come into force on the dhte it has received 
the assent of His Excellency the Governor after being passed by both 
the Houses of Legislatures.” 

Sir, it lias been mad'e clear by our leader that a single day should 
not be lost in giving effect to this Act and in order to expedite the 
matter 1 move this amendment. 

In the Bill power has been wanted by the Government to fix a day 
when this Bill will be given effect to and nobody knows what date 
may suit them. But, Sir, as I am suspicious of the intention of the 
Government in this matter that is the reason what prompted me to 
bring in this motion. I want to relate now why I am suspicious. 
First of all in bringing this Bill before the House whatever the 
Government may say they have not d'one due justice ffo the demands of 
the people of this province. Excepting two matters — the Salami and 
certificate power to private zamindars — the whole thing is bogus if 
not mischievous; and those two matters also concerns not more than 
10 per cent, of the people. As for instance the provisions of this Bill 
for reduction of rent and enhancement of the same which concerns 
cent, per cent, of the peasantry are absolutely bogus and to hoodwunk 
the people, but still they try to show that they are responding to the 
demands of the people in this respect. Secondly, the reduction of 
interest without reduction of damages is of very little good to the 
peasantry, but Government brings here a clause for reduction of the 
rate of interest while the amount of d'amages left untouched. So it 
will he of little benefit to the tenants. Here also Government will 
show that their intention is bona fide for the benefit of the people. 
The peasantry of the country, the poor tenants are for a long time 
groaning under the oppression of the zemindars and their agents in 
the matter of abwab and non-grant of receipt. The provision that has 
been made in the Bill regarding this matter is merely an eye-wash. 
It is as bad as the present provision. No improvement has been 
itiiide in this matter. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, can the 
bmi hie member go into the general merits of the provisions of the 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, he is giving the reason why he wants 
° x ]»edition in the passing of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think that 
" ° 11 ^ a very unsound argument. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot help it; it is relevant. I hope how- 
ever, Mr. Biswas will not go into much detail. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: No, Sir. I was saying that I an 
suspicious that the matter may he shelved for a long time. Sir, th< 
provision for relief of the under-raiyats is practically nil. There hai 
been a persistent demand' in the country that the lot of the under 
raiyat should he improved. Sir, Government know and also the mem- 
bers of this House who have been assembled here know very well whai 
have been the demands of the people in this province regarding th( 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act and its provisions. 

First of all, Sir, the provisions of this Bill have not been extendei 
to the district of Jalpaiguri as has been pointed out by my frienc 
Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta which should 1 have been done. Tin 
provisions of this'Bill have not been extended to the small towns oi 
the mofussil though in those places the lands are governed by the 
Bengal Tenancy Act so far as they relate to the rights of the 
zemindars. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I again 
rise to a point of order. 1 do not think these matters are all relevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas I cannot permit you to go into the 
whole matter as I am afraid the House has not the time for it. You 
must remember that there aTe as many as 1,700 amendments. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, 1 will finish within a fev 
minutes. The classification of the raivats into three classes should 
have been abolished and one class only, namely, the permanent raiy at 
should have retained. Tenure-holders and 1 permanent tenure-holders 
should have been made one. Rights to construct pucca buildings and 
prepare bricks on their lands should have been granted to all raiyats. 
In view of the fact that rate of rent is at present 000 per cent, more 
than the rate of revenue (which in fairness should be only ten per 
cent, more) it should have been defined what would be the 
fair and 1 reasonable rent. Enhancement of rent should have been 
permanently suspended ; reduction of rent due to depression, flood and 
other losses should have been provided; substantial right to under- 
raiyat should have been granted with their fixity of tenancies, rents, 
etc; reduction of damages in rent suits should have been granted. 
Sir, attachment and sale of moveable property for arrears of rent 
should have been made illegal; free right of tenants to mutation should 
have been provided; but here section 88 has been amended in such a 
way that it is of no utility to the tenant at large. Provision of 
giving certificate pow r er to the zemindars are going to be repealed 
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but provision of abolishing certificate power to the Court of Wards is 
not going to be introduced though there has been persistent demand 
throughout the province. Surrender should have been more easy, 
abwahf and non-grant of rent receipts in proper time should have been 
made a cognisable offence. So on and so forth 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Mr. Biswas I must rule you out. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: When Government have not taken 
up these matters in their Bill in spite of persistently repeated demands 
by the people for many years and as there are many Acts passed 
already for the benefit of the people but, no effect has been given to 
them as yet, so I suspect that the Ministry, which is composed mainly 
of the landed aristocracy and exploiters of this country, may not give 
effect to this Bill in proper time; they may shelve it, they may induce 
the Governor or the Viceroy to help them in their mischievous- 
activities; they may do various other mischieves in this matter. Most 
reluctantly they have done this much only to win over some mem- 
bers to their side in order to keep themselves in office but in reality 
they may not have any good intention of giving any benefit to the 
people. So, Sir, I move this amendment so that not a day be lost to 
give effect to this Bill. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, in support 

Mr. SPEAKER: Befoi e you rise I think it is my function 
as the Speaker to draw jour attention to the position of 
this amendment. There is one amendment fixing the date means 
31st, of March 1938. But the amendment of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas 
means that it shall come into force from the day on which it receives 
the assent of the Governor after both the Houses have passed it. Sup- 
posing the Upper House passes it in April, 1938, and His Excellency 
pres his assent in November, 1938, 1 want you to realise that position 
with reference to this amendment. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The amendment of Mr. Rasik Lai 
Biswas is “it shall come into force on the date it has received the assent 
ol His Excellency the Governor after being passed by both the Houses 
( d the Legislature.” 


Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is that he wants it at an early date. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I support the amendment which 
as ^ een moved by Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas not because I want a very 
eai ty date to be fixed for bringing this Act into operation but because 
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1 desire to warn the House against the dangers of legislation which 
lias not passed through the Select Committee, especially legislation 
of this character . I want this House to realise that they are treading 
on very dangerous grounds. I warn the House that if they are really 
anxious to give effect to the Bill which has been placed before the 
House by Government they should be cautious and circumspect in the 
way that has been suggested in the motion before they commit them- 
selves to the final shape which the House is so anxious to give to this 
legislation. You will kindly remember, Sir, that these 1,700 and odd 
amendments will have to be rushed through this House without at all 
taking into consideration the effect of one upon the other. There may 
be catches, there may be snags, if I may be permitted to use those 
expressions, and the result will be that the whole thing may be drawn 
in a quagmire of inconsistency. The judicial authority of the land 
may interpret the law in a very different fashion from what this House 
intended and we shall me the day when we decided to bring this Bill 
into operation, namely, the ‘list of March, 19-18. I appeal to Mr. Abdul 
Bari and 1 appeal to the Hoii’ble Revenue Minister who in his zeal to 
placate Mr. Abdul Bari grabbed at his amendment with alacrity and 
.zeal to realise that he is treading upon very dangerous grounds. He 
ought to give some time to experts to ponder over the effect of these 
multifarious amendments, this labyrinth of amendments through which 
the House is being taken. 1 am appealing to Mr. Abdul Bari the 
lawyer and not to Mr. Abdul Bari the party man to allow some time 
to be given to the departmental experts to consider the effect of these 
various amendments which are being rushed through this House. Let 
the matter be considered by the appropriate authorities before it goes 
up to the Governor for his assent because it will still be time to cry 
halt and consider the effect of these various amendments upon each 
other. I may remind this House, Sir, of one piece of hasty legislation 
which met with a fate which I may describe here to-day. This was 
the fate of the private Bill in respect of the separation of the Cossipur 
area from Calcutta. Different sections of the House combined to pass 
that piece of legislation to turn it into law. Then when the matter 
■came up for assent of His Excellency the Governor it was discovered 
that there were so many flaws, so many defects in that hasty piece of 
legislation that the Governor felt constrained to withhold his assent 
and submit it to the scrutiny of experts. I am appealing to this House 
from the point of view of the raivats, from the point of view of the 
tenants whose interests we are out to serve that let not our zeal mislead 
us to a quagmire where the true interests of tenants might altogether 
perish. I am therefore asking Mr. Abdul Bari to consider whether it 
will not be better to let the legislation take its usual course and let the 
bringing of it into operation be delayed until the Governor gives his 
assent to it after both the Houses had an opportunity of scrutinising 
the provisions of the Bill, after different amendments are passed by this 
House and their relation to each other fully examined. 
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Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (The member spoke in Bengali in support 
c,f the amendment of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask the House to consider whether it is 
rot desirable to finish this Clause now. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. Government have already made it clear that in their 
opinion the Bill clause, as it stands, is more preferable, because the 
House should have absolute confidence in Government. If the Legis- 
lature passes a Bill and it receives the Governor’s assent, there is no 
reason why Government should delay its enforcement. But if it is the 
desire of the majority to put a time-limit Government are prepared to 
accept “Hist March, 1938,” and they are convinced that it will not 
take them longer to examine t lie Bill and bring it into operation and 
to have the Governor’s assent. 

As regards the point raised by Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas that the Bill 
does not confer sufficient benefits on the cultivators aud there are many 
short comings, I do not think 1 need repeat, 1 made it perfectly clear 
at the beginning of this debate this morning that the Bill is really 
meant for conferring large benefits on the cultivators. As regards the 
wider issues, I also made it clear that they must be postponed till the 
Commission of Enquiry submits its report. They involve very big 
questions and very serious problems affecting the whole life of the 
nation. So, it is very difficult for these reasons to come to a final 
decision without a careful consideration and thorough enquiry. 

Sir, our confidence may be bad but over-nervousness is not also a 
Grille. 1 tliink Government have got Ibis much confidence that they 
i an get the Bill thoroughly examined and scrutinised before they can 
place it before His Excellency. This is in reply to what has been said 
by my friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

With these few words I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I have your 
permission to move a short notice amendment? It is: — 

That after the word “Governor,” the words “or proper requisite 
authority” be inserted. 

fbere is a lot of discussion as to whether section 299 ( 3 ) of the 
Tiovernment of India Act affects certain provisions of this Bill. The 
phll may have to be referred to His Excellency the Viceroy. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have noth- 
111 further to add to what I have said. I do not accept this short 
Notice amendment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The general principle which I will observe is that 
T shall always allow short notice amendments if they relate to mere 
verbal changes or printing errors, because it is our duty to see that the 
wording is in proper order. 

Of the two amendments moved, viz., one by Maulvi Abdul Bari and 
the other by Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, I think the latter (No. 41) is wider 
than the former (No. 3T). I will therefore put the following motion 
(No. 41): 

On the motion being put a division was claimed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: There is an apprehen- 
sion as to the effect of the two amendments before the House. Does 
Maulvi Abdul Bari’s amendment mean that if the Bill in its passage 
through both the Houses is delayed and conies to the Governor for his 
assent after the 31st March, 1 ( J3S, even in that case it will have effect 
from the 1st ol April while in the other case there is a possibility of 
delay even after that date? 1 hope \ou will kindly explain the position 
to the House before the division is taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER I As 1 have already said, when Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas 
moved his amendment his speech was entirely contradictory to his own 
motion. His motion, as I read it, is that it will have effect only from 
that date on which the Governor’s assent to this Bill is received after 
its passage through this House and the Upper House, even though it 
may be dragged on till 1 931) or 1940. On the other hand the amend- 
ment of Maulvi Abdul Bari does not bring in the question of assent of 
the Governor having anything to do with the date from which the Bill 
will be put into operation. As I read his amendment, the question of 
assent is immaterial. Even if the assent is given on a later date the 
Bill is to take effect from the 1st April, 1938, but that is my interpre- 
tation of the question and I am open to correction on the advice of legal 
experts. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I hope, Sir, the state- 
ment you have just made will be recorded so as to enable us to decide 
our line of action. 

(At this stage when Mr. Speaker was going to put motion No. 41 
to the House there were too much noise and a lot of interruptions.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am really very sorry that there are so many 
inteiTuptions when I am going to put the motion to the House. I have 
repeatedly said to the members of the House that I shall give them 
the widest possible latitude on all points provided they raise them at 
the proper time. I am also prepared, as I have already said, to hear 
any personal statement after the division, if any, is over, but when I 
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am putting a motion to the House I hoj>e the House will give me the 
indulgence of working on their behalf to bring the proceedings to a 
close. It is already 1-30 p.m. and if I allow these things to go on it 
will take another half an hour to finish to-day’s business. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS l In view of what I have heard from 
you, Sir, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Itnsik Lai Biswas wy> by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

The following motion of Maulvi Abdul Bari was put and agieed to. 

That to clause 1 (2) after the word “appoint” in the last line, the 

words “but not later than the 31st March, 1938“ be added. 

» 

('hi use L 

The motion that Clause 1 , as amended, stands part ot the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
13th September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 13th September, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azj'zui. Haque, c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 219 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Detenu Sri jut Harikumar Chakraburty. 

*136. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY; (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(t) whether any application was received from detenu Srijut Hari- 
kumar Chakraburty for transfer to the Alipore Central Jail; 

(ii) the grounds on which he applied for the transfer; and 

(iii) whether the application has been granted? 

(b) If the answer to (ui) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons why the same has not been granted yet? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) No. 

(ii ) , (Hi) and (b) Do not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble 
Minister enquired as to whether the detenu actually submitted any 
application ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as my informa- 
tion goes I have received no application. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the answer 
that the Hon’ble Minister has not received any such application, I ask 
whether any such application w r ns submitted by the detenu but sui>- ^ 
pressed by his custodians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I; am not aware of it. 
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Arrest of persons in Faridpur under Regulation III of IBIS and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

•137. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Home (Special) Department aware that many persona 
of the district of Faridpur have been arrested under the Regulation III 
of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and many more 
put under restraint orders under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Out- 
rages Act, since April, 1930? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to place on the table the following particulars about 
each of them, namely, — 

(i) name; 

(ii) father’s name; 

(rii) residence and its police-station; 

(iv) date of arrest or order of restraint, as the case may be; 

(v) age and occupation at the date of arrest or at the date of 
restraint, as the case may be; 

(vi) if a female, whether married, unmarried, or widow; 

( oii) the charge or charges against each of them; 

(uni) if any has been released; and 

(Lr) the date of release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN : (a) A number of inhabitants- 
have been dealt with under the laws mentioned by the hon’ble member. 

( b ) The information desired by the hon’ble member is not readily 
available and cannot be collected without an undue expenditure of time 
and labour which Government are unable to undertake. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether all these details are not available from the 
file of each detenu? 

The Hon’llle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ha\e aheady explained 
to the House that the files of detenus are ovei 2,0(10 in number, and 
it is difficult to go into and search every file to find out the informa- 
tion desired. I have already stated that 1 am prepared to give 
information regarding individual detenus if and when asked for. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the information 
a sked for is not worth the time and labour it involves? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN, I have already explained 
that it will take undue time and labour and I have nothing further 
rto add. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this can be readily available m the office of the 
.District Superintendent of Police of Faridpur alone? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Did not the Hon’ble Minister say 
with reference to a previous question on a previous day that such 
information can be had at the office of the District Intelligence Officer 
of a district attached to the office of the Superintendent of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I mentioned in reply tc 
that question that information concerning the detenus detained in the 
district either in home domicile or village domicile is available in the 
•district, but information concerning detenus of a particular district 
detained in other parts of Bengal are not available in the district 
concerned. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to answei 
(a), are all the inhabitants Hindu or Muslim? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE: What would be the approximate time 
necessary and the approximate expenditure to collect this information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as the time 
concerned, it may take months. It depends on the number of staff' 
employed. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is there any scheduled 
caste person who has been arrested under this Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
Bhowanipur Wards’ Estate. 

*138. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware that — 

( i ) the Bhowanipur Wards’ Estate is compelling the under-tenants 
to pay their rents through the Certificate Courts; 
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(ii) the sub-tenants whose right, title and interest have not been 
affected by the rent sale, are realising the rents from the 
under-tenants by the help of the civil courts ; 

(Hi) the estate received rents from a certain tenant before the decree 
was passed in* Certificate Case No. 155 B.W. of 1934-35 
Alipore; and 

(vv) the amount was again realised from the same tenant by execu- 
tion of decrees and that the amount thus realised has not 
» been refunded in spite of repeated demands by the tenants? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to take steps to inquire into the matter to save the 
tenants from harassment and compel the Manager, Wards’ Estate, to 
refund the amount to the tenant? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Handle 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) No. 

(it) I have no information of how tenants of the Wards’ Estate are 
realising their rents from the sub-tenants. 

(Hi) No. 

(iv) The amount was amicably paid in the Manager’s office 4 months 
after the decree was passed. Hut the decretal amount appears to have 
been realised again by the Court subsequently. The excess realised 
amount is lying in Revenue Deposit for refund to the certificate-debtor 
who and whose pleader in spite of 2 reminders in 1935 and once in 193(5 
has not come forward to take the refund. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Baton NACENDRA NATH SEN: How is it that the money realised 
in the Manager’s office was not credited in the register of estates and 
how was the decree put into execution ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is difficult for 
me to answer that question off-hand without further enquiry. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Why was the money not refunded 
hy postal money-oider? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At whose cost? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Why will not the wards’ estate 
pay the costs 'of refunding the money ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

17 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to (m), was not the decree 
passed on the 1st September, 1934, and is it not a fact that the money 
was paid before that and not after four months as stated? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 
Permanent and temporary olerks in the Settlement Offices at Dinajpur. 

’"139. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, separately, — 

(i) the number of permanent and temporary clerks (both Hindus 

and Musalmans) in the Settlement Offices at Dinajpur; and 

(ii) the number of them that are natives of the district? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the percentage of 
the different communities according to which these appointments are 
being made? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) There is no 
permanent clerk. The total number of temporary clerks in the Settle- 
ment Offices at Dinajpur is 399. Of them, 248 are Hindus and 151 
Muhammadans. 

(it) The number is 7. 

(b) Settlement work has to be completed within a fixed time for a 
fixed budgeted sum. The budget presupposes an outturn which can be 
had only from experienced men. In making appointments first consi- 
deration is therefore given to discharged and experienced men of other 
settlements. Generally in making appointments the percentage pre- 
scribed by Government is kept in view. 

fiafeu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A : Is it not a fact that even the 
natives of the district who sit for employment as peons have been 
refused services? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
no information on the point. 


Notification prohibiting bus or taxi passenger traffic plying for hire 
from Chalsa to Bagrakote Road, Jalpaiguri. 

*140. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) la the" 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware 
of the Government Notification No. 2689P.L., of the 29th June, 1936, 
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which prohibits bus or taxi passenger traffic plying for hire from 
Chalsa to Bagrakote Boad in Jalpai&uri district in view of alternative 
facilities for the conveyance of passengers? 

(b) Is it a fact that the alternative facilities referred to in the 
notification refer only to the Bengal Dooars Bailway? 

( c ) Is it a fact that only one train runs up and down every day 
along the route indicated? 

(d) Is it a fact that the issue of this notification is causing* general 
dissatisfaction to the travelling* public and creating inconvenience and 
loss to businessmen and the general public because the route connects 
a network of hat or markets? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of with- 
drawing the notification? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: [a) and (b) Yes. 

((') No. It appears from the latest time table available that two 
up and two down tiains run daily. 

(d) I have received no such information. 

(c) No. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale under what legal sanction there is this police notifica- 
tion preventing a motoi bus or a taxi from plying on the giound that 
there is an alternative facility for conveyance of passengers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government have the 
right to grant, or to refuse permission to a bus traffic. If the member 
refers to rules, 1 would ask for notice. * 4 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
the police cannot prevent any taxi from running in a road which 13 
open for public traffic on such grounds? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If they cannot prevent 
them there is 110 grievance. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
when under the law the police cannot do something, by the issue of the 
notification the police can take unfortunate taxi drivers into custody 
and harass them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Theie is the court of law 
against the oppression of police officers. 



1356 


( 


QUESTIONS. 


[13th Sept. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
tl^e Government of India have been for some time contemplating such 
a law to enable district boards to close certain roads to certain class 
of traffic for controlling motor traffic? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I mi not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Government of India has contemplated this legal sanction only 
because such sanction at the present moment does not appear to be 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Cazaria block of villages in Tippera. 

*141. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government approved in 
principle the proposal of transferring the Guzaria block of villages 
from the Daudkandi police-station in the district of Tippera to the 
Munshiganj subdivision in the district of Dacca so far back as 1931 
and conveyed their approval to the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
Division by letter No. 948T.B., dated the 23rd September, 1931, from 
Mr. H. C. V. Philpot, i.e.s., tin* then Secretary to the Government of 
.Bengal ? 

(b) If the answer to ia) is in t he affirmative will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether lie is considering the desirability 
of giving effect to the aforesad proposal and of opening' a police patrol 
camp at Gazaria in tin* near future and thereby relieve the inhabitants 
of the locality from the hardship and inconvenience they have been 
suffering for years together? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Detenu Dhirendra Nath Ghosh, of Sangaliapara. 

145. Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge cf the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the place of detention of Dhirendra Nath Ghosh, of Sangalia* 
para in the subdivision of Tangail; and 

\ii) the condition of his health? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (i) and (ii) The detenu 

is at present receiving medical treatment in the Presidency Jail. He 
is inclined to be neurasthenic and complains of headache. He recently 
had an attack of influenza but is now convalescent. 

Internment of detenu in villages during rainy season^ 

146. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

( i ) whether Government are prepared to stop the practice of keep- 

ing detenus interned in villages during the rainy season 
amidst insanitary surroundings; and 

(ii) whether they are not goiug to be released even now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) I have no leason to 
believe that the quarters of detenus are situated in insanitary surround- 
ings, and I have no intention of changing the existing practice. 

(ii) The hon’ble member’s attention is drawn to the statement 
which I made in the House on the 9th August last on this subject. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some detenus are kept amidst insanitary surroundings and that if 
specific cases are brought to his notice he would be prepared to enquire 
into them ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will certainly enquire 
into them. 

Hindu and Muhammadan District Judges, Magistrate-Collectors, Deputy 
Magistrates and Deputy Collectors and Sub^Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

147. Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the Presidency of Bengal 
the number of Hindu and Muhammadan officers in the rank of — 

( i ) District and Sessions Judges including Additional District* and 
Sessions Judges; 

(H) Magistrate-Collectors; 

(Hi) Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors; and 
(iv) Sub-Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Deputy Collectors? 
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If 

* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the proportion of 
tlie total number of appointments in each of these services mentioned 
above reserved for duly qualified Muhammadans? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(i) whether the rules regarding* the proportionate number of 

appointments for Muhammadans have not been observed; 

and 

(ii) the steps proposed to be taken by Government to see that the 

rules are strictly observed in all the departments? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

( b ) There is no reservation for any community of a certain percent- 
age of appointments in the ranks of District Judges and Magistrate- 
Collectors. As for the posts of Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates, a minimum of 45 per cent, of the direct recruits is 
reserved for Muhammadans. They are also entitled to such additional 
appointments as they may earn on merit. 

( c ) Appointments are made by Government and the rules are 
strictly observed. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 147 , 

showing the number of Hindu and Muhammadan District Judges including 

Additional District Judges , District Magistrates including Additional 

District Magistrates, Deputy Collectors and Sub- Deputy Collectors. 

Corrected up to the 4th September , 1937. 

Total number. Hindus. Muham- 
madans. 


Permanent. Temporary. 


District Judges 

37 

4 

27 

District Magistrates . . 

32 

2 

15 


Total 

number. 

Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 

Deputy Collectors 

267 

182 

80 

Sub-Deputy Collectors 

391 

261 

125 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With regard to answer 
fy), will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether these rules 
Were strictly observed during the last recruitment of Deputy Collectors 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With regard to answer (?;), how 
many of these officers were recruited direct front the Bar? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he contemplates to raise the percentage of 
Muslims so far as District Judges and Magistrates are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a difficult ques- 
tion to answer. There are no rules for tlm reservation of such posts 
as District Judges and District Magistrates. 

Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
( b ), is there any ratio fixed for scheduled castes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, that question docs not arise'. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: IIow manv of the District 
Judges have been promoted from the rank ot Munsifs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notice. 


Returning of the forfeited money of newspapers. 

148. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) U the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Jfome (Political) Department aware of the action taken 
hy the Government of Bombay for returning the money forfeited from 
newspapers ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this Government also contemplate 
returning the money forfeited from newspapers in Bengal? If not, why 
not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to answer /a), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of Bombay has 
actually refunded the money, and has he made any enquiry since tfie 
receipt of this question? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As lar as my informa- 
tion goes, the Government of Bombay have not returned the money 
forfeited by Government, but what they have done is to allow the 
money deposited to be withdrawn. There is a difference between 
money that was forfeited and money that was deposited. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ Lie Minister pre- 
pared to follow the same procedure here in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, not at present. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the present Government propose 
to perpetuate the same policy with regard to forfeiture of money as 
did its predecessor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The present Govern- 
ment have their own policy on the question. 


Clerks under the Collectorate and Magistracy in Dacca Division in the 
years 1935 to 1937 up to the 15th August. 

149. Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state, 
district by district, for the Dacca Division for the years 1935, 1936 
and 1937 (up to the 15th August, 1937) — 

(i) the number of clerks appointed in the various departments 
under the Collectorate and Magistracy; and 
(it) the number of them that are Muslims ? 

(b) If an adequate number of Muslims were not appointed, what 
were the reasons for the same and what steps, if any, do the Govern- 
ment intend to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and ( b ) A 

statement is laid on the Library table. 

Amoimt allotted and spent in Chittagong from the Rural Development 
Fund in 1936-37, 

150. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department fee pleased to 
s t a t e— 

, (t) the amount allotted for the Chittagong district in 1936*37 from 

the Rural Development Fund; and 
(it) the amount spejit with the different heads under which they 
are spent? 
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MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalifti Ranjan Sarker): A statement is laid oil the table. 

Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred No. 150 , showing expenditure 
from rural reconstruction grant for Chittagong district , 1936-37. 


Expendi- 
ture in 


Scheme. 

Grant for 

1936-37 


1936-37. 

out of that 



grant. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

(1) Establishnent of seed, paddy and 

crop demonstration centres 

2,904 

684 

(2) Union Board dispensaries and 

improvement of water-supply . . 

13,800 

9,892 

(3) Attachment of agricultural farms, 

8,500 

8,500 

etc., to secondary schools and 
provision to playgrounds and 

village halls 

8,500 

8,500 

(4) Minor drainage and flushing 

schemes 

10,365 

3,350 

(5) Discretionary grants by Commis- 
sioner and District Officer — 

Commissioner 

4,350 

(0)1,910 

District Officer 

3,850 

1,740 

Total 

43,769 

26,076 


(a) Includes Rs. 710 spent out of the savings in the grant for 1935-36. 


Police constables in Bengal. 

151. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of police constables appointed 
in the different districts of Bengal including Calcutta with the following 
particulars — 

(t) the total number of constables at present in service in each 
district ; 

(ii) the total number of constables appointed since the 1st January, 
* 1934, in each district every year; and 
' (iti} the total number of constables appointed from the members 
of thfe scheduled castes every year in each district since 
J anuarv, 1934 ? 
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( b ) If the number of scheduled caste constables is very small, will 
the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason? 

(c) Was any advertisement issued for the recruitment of the police 
constables every year? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate revising their present policy 
in the matter of recruitment of the members of the scheduled castes 
in the police service in the near future? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) Suitable candidates of scheduled castes were not available in 
larger numbers. 

(r) No, as vacancies occur very frequently and sufficient number of 
suitable candidates are always available without notice. 

(d) No. A copy of police order No. 5 of 1937 issued by the 
Inspector-General of Police to improve the standard of recruits enlisted 
in the police force and to secure the best possible men is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clanse (a) of unstarred question No. 151 . 


District. 


Total 
number 
of con- 
stables at 
present 
in the 
service. 

Number of constables 
enlisted. 

Number of constables 
enlisted from the mem- 
bers of the scheduled 
castes. 



1934. 

1935. 

1 936. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

24-Parganas 


1,943 

137 

98 

181 

2 



"Nadia 


757 

47 

26 

42 



1 

Murshidabad 


740 

38 

17 

47 




Jessore 


529 

68 

39 

37 

20 

8 

2 

Khulna 


526 

60 

52 

32 

8 

3 

3 

Eastern Bengal Railway, Sealdah 


271 

17 

14 

25 




Burdwan 


814 

65 

35 

39 




Birbhum 


317 

19 

28 

35 

2 

1 

2 

Bankura 


432 

18 

23 

10 




Hooghly 


1,154 

132 

67 

85 

1 


2 

Midnapore 


997 

119 

123 

163 

12 


3 

Howrah 


1,282 

103 

105 

165 

1 


1 

East Indian Railway, Howrah 


241 

19 

17 

5 



.. 

Dacca 


1,357 

78 

39 

83 ■ 

1 



Mymensingh 


1,293 

53 

58 

72 

- 2 

» 3, 


Faridpur 


703 

39 

26 

34 

* J, 


• • 

Bakarganj 


935 

105 

83 

92 


1 * 


Chittagong 


682 

80 

91 

150 

12 

12 

1° 
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District. 

Total 
number 
of con- 
stables at 
present 
in the 
service. 

Number of constables 
.nlisted. 

Number of constables 
enlisted from the mem- 
bers of the scheduled 
castes 


1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Noakhali 

318 

22 

40 

6 


1 

1 

Tippera 

046 

59 

60 

35 


1 


Rajshahi 

521 

25 

25 

25 


1 

1 

Dinajpur 

527 

22 

37 

24 




Bangpur 

625 

36 

22 

32 

1 


3 

.lalpaiguri 

435 

53 

55 

71 

2 

1 

4 

Darjeeling 

495 

18 

18 

6 




Bogra 

291 

30 

7 

10 



1 

Palma 

468 

33 

21 

22 




Malda 

331 

22 

18 

33 




Eastern Bengal and Assam Bengal 
railways. Saidpur. 

257 

11 

7 

15 




Police Training College, Sardali 

J 3 

1 

1 





Criminal Investigation Department 

32 







Inference Branch 

70 







Inspector-General's Office 

24 







Calcutta 

4,572 

117 

211 

162 

1 

2 


Total 

24,604 

1,640 

1,443 

1,718 

66 

34 

34 


Police Order No. 5 of 1937 referred to in the answer to clause (d) of 
unstarred question No. 151. 

Introduction of a manuscript register of selected applicants jor 
the post of constable. 

With a view to improve the standard of recruits enlisted in the 
police force and to secure the best possible men, Superintendents of 
Police shall maintain a manuscript register in which the names of 
suitable applicants for the post of constable shall be entered. 

2. Individuals- who apply in writing for the post of constable shall 
be asked to appear before the Superintendent of Police, or Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, who shall personally see all applicants but 
shall select for entry in the register only those whom lie considers suit- 
able in every waj - to be police constables. Ordinarily no Bengali shall 
be enlisted inC Ms own district, but particulars regarding each 
selected man will be taken and sent to the Superintendent of Police 
fhe ’district (or districts) ip. which he is prepared to serve, for entry 
in his register. 

t ' 
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3. The manuscript register will be maintained in two parts, one 
for Bengalis and the other for non-Bengalis and will contain the 
following headings: — 

(1) itfame, caste, father’s name and address. 

(2) Age. 

(3) Height and chest measurement. 

(4) Literary qualifications. 

(5) Relations in the police force. 

(6) Orders. 

When vacancies occur the Superintendent of Police should send for 
a few of the best applicants from amongst those entered in the register 
and make a final selection of those to be enlisted. 

4. Tn the event of any district being short of suitable applicants, 
the Superintendent of Police will notify the fact in the Police Gazette. 

5. As a general rule non-Bengalis should only be recruited for 
the armed branch and literate Bengalis for the unarmed branch. In 
this connection the attention of all Superintendents of Police is drawn 
to rule 833, Police Regulations, Bengal, Vol I, regarding the enlist- 
ment of Bengali recruits. 


By order, 

J. I/. Jetnkins, 

Assistant Inspector-General of Police. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: So far as this question is 
concerned, it appears that the answer has been piepared with some 
labour and trouble. In view of that may I ask why was it not possible 
to do so with regard to questions relating* to detenus? 

Mr. SPEAKER: r cannot allow that question. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: What is the requisite qualification 
for appointment to these posts? 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Those who fulfil the 
recruitment rules are eligible. 

Bafoui KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Is any public notice given for 
the recruitment of constables? *■* - 

The Hon’tole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far* as I am aware 
no notice is given in newspapers. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With regard to the appointment of con- 
tables in the district of Murshidabad in 1936, how many were 
duhammadan and how many Hindu? 

Mff. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise out of the main 
question. 

B atou KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Is it not- a fact that no notice 
s published for recruitment, and though sufficient number of recruits 
nay be. available yet for want of notice they cannot come and then 
re are told that no suitable candidates appeared? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to submit, Sir, 
hat is an argument and not a question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
vleased to state what measures Government have adopted to ascertain 
whether a suitable number of candidates would come forward? 

The 1 Horo’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! T believe notices are 
losted at the various police-stations. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Gov eminent has said that no advertise- 
nent is issued, and that persons of a district will not he recruited for 
hat district. With reference to this answer, will Government now 
date how a sufficient number of persons from the scheduled castes 
•oiumunity can be appointed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Govei nment will give 
vide publicity to the answers given to this question. 

Police constables. 

152. Maulvi MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
11 ( barge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the 
aide a statement showing the number of constables that were under 
he employment of the Governments of Bengal, Bombay, Madras, the 
United Provinces and the Punjab during’ the year 1936-37 and the total 
'xpenditure incurred by those Governments during that year towards 
be payment of their salaries? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The total number of 
Castables employed in this province during the year 1936-37 was 23,783. 
[be exact amount spent on their salaries is not yet known. The revised 
estimate on this account has been fixed at Rs. 65,03,000. 

figures for other provinces are not available. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now take up the consideration of th< 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before yoi 
take up the normal business of the House, may I draw your attentioi 
to the reports of the proceedings of this House in the newspapers 

Mr. SPEAKER: If any question regarding this matter is to b 
brought up, it might be brought up afterwards and placed before th 
Committee of Privileges. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 193"7. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ilasik Lai Biswas, it strikes me that you 
amendment. No. 42, is beyond the scope of the Bill. Have you any 
thing to say to the contrary? 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: 1 agree with your view, Sir. 

Mr 0 SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 43, 41, and 45 are also beyom 
the scope of the Bill. 

Amendment No. 46 standing in the name of Maulvi Abdul Bar 
seeks only to make some changes in drafting. Do you want to mov< 
your amendment, Mr. Bari? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: No, Sir. 

The question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was put am 
agreed to. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, you have left out my amendmen 
No. 47 which is under clause 2. 

Mi*. SPEAKER: That amendment really comes under clause 3, am 
it is here only through a printing mistake and you ought to hav< 
noticed that. So, you can move it when clause 3 is taken up. 
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Clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now take up the consideration of 
clause 3. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: May I point out at this stage 
that instead of taking up the consideration of clause 3 it may perhaps 
be better to take up clause 5 first, for in that case many of the amend- 
ments to clauses 3 and 4 may not be moved and the discussion will be 
restricted to ,a great extent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want to take up clause 5 first? All right, 
I have no objection. 

Sir Bijoy, have you any objection? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I have 
no objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then we take up the consideration of clause 


Clause 5. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: I beg to move formally that for clause 5 
the following clause be substituted : — 

5. ( 1 ) “Section 26D of the said Act shall be renumbered section 

26D(2)”. 

(2) In the first line of section 201) (7) as renumbered, after the 
words “the landlord’s transfer-fee shall amount” the words “during 
the remainder of the agricultural year in which this Act comes into 
force” shall be added. 

(3) After sub-section (7) of section 26D as renumbered, the follow- 
ing sub-section shall be added “sub-section (2)” : “In each successive 
agricultural year after the agricultural year in which this Act comes 
into force the landlord’s transfer-fee shall, subject to the proviso to 
this sub-section, be reduced by an amount equal to one-tenth of the 
amount payable under sub-section (7) of this section: 


Provided that the landlord’s transfer-fee shall not at any time be 
reduced so as to be less than two-fifths of the amount payable under 
sub-section (/) of this section”. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have to 
oppose this amendment on the general ground that the underlying 
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principle of the Bill is the abolition of the landlord’s transfer-fee 
altogether, and this amendment suggests a gradual reduction of the 
landlord’s transfer-fee to 8 per cent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will it not be better to take up all the amend- 
ments first and then you may reply to them all in one speech? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 believe so, 
Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, your amendment 
No. 363 really comes in under clause 6. Section 26G is a substantive 
section, and you want that section to be repealed ? So that will strictly 
oome under clause 6. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 374 standing in the name ot 
Mr. P. Banerjee really comes under clause 6. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you have 
asked me to move amendment No. 378, but with regard to my amend- 
ment No. 363 I think I have made a mistake in agreeing to what you 
$aid with regard to it, viz., that it should come under clause 6. 
Clause 6 relates to the same section, viz., section 26G. Now, Sir, our 
motion was to delete section 26G from the Act. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Quite right, but it will come under clause 6. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Not under clause 6, I beg to 

submit. We may at the utmost say that clause 6 be deleted, and even 
if we delete clause 6, then section 26G still remains. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. I think the position will be that when 
clause 6 will come up for discussion, your amendment will be that 
section 26G of the main Act be deleted; therefore, this question will 
not arise. If the deletion takes place, then the amendment does not 
come in. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move amend- 
ment No. 378 which stands in my name. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: The first part of your amendment does not ‘come 
in. . That comes in under clatfse 6. The second part is in order. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Then, Sir, I move the second 
part only now. I beg to move that for clause 5 of the Bill thfe follow- 
ing shall be substituted, namely: — 

5. “(2) The following shall be substituted for section 26F of the 

said Act, namely : — 

26F. (7) Except in the case of a transfer — 

(af to a co-sharer in the tenancy, or 

(b) in execution of a decree or certificate signed under the 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913, for arrears 
of rent due in respect of the holding or dues recoverable 
as such, 

the co-sharer tenant, if any, of the holding or the transferred portion 
or share may, within two months of the date of registration of the 
transfer apply to the court that the holding or portion or share thereof 
shall be transferred to himself. 

(2) The application shall be dismissed unless such co-sharer tenant, 
at the time of making it, deposits in court the amount of the con- 
sideration money as stated in the deed of transfer together with com- 
pensation at the rate of ten per cent, of such amount. 

(3) If such deposit is made, the court shall give notice to the 
transferee to appear within such period as the court may fix and state 
what other Mims he has paid in respect of rent, for the period after the 
date of transfer or in annulling encumbrances, on the property. The 
court shall then direct the applicant and any person who has joined as 
a co-applicant under clause (b) of sub-section (4) to deposit within 
such period as the court thinks reasonable such amount as the 
transferee lias paid on this account, together ivith interest at a rate not 
exceeding twelve and a half per cent, per annum with effect from the 
date on which such rent or the encumbrances have been annulled. 

(4) (a) When the application has been made by a co-sharer tenant 
under sub-section (1) and there are more co-sharer tenants than one, 
any of the remaining co-sharer tenants may within two months of the 
date of Registration of the transfer or within one month of the date of 
the application under sub-section (7), whichever is later, apply to 
join in the application of the co-sharer tenant aforesaid, and any co- 
sharer tenant who has not applied to join under this sub-section shall 
not have any further right of purchase under this section. 

( b ) The application to join as a co-applicant shall be granted if 
within such period as the court may fix not extending beyond the 
period referred to in sub-section {4) {a) the applicant deposits in court, 
for payment ‘to the co-sharer tenant who has made the application 
under sub-section (1), such sum as the court shall determine as the 
share to be paid by Kim for the purposes of sub-section (2). 

: 18 
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(5) If the deposits required under sub-section (2) or clause (b) o: 
sub-section ( 4 ), as the case may be, and under sub-section (3) ar< 
made, the court shall make an order allowing the application an< 
directing that the deposits made under sub-sections (2) and (3) shal 
be paid to the transferee or to such other persons as the court thinki 
fit. 

(6) From the date of the making of the order under sub- 
section (5 ) — 

(?) the right, title and interest in the holding or portion or share 
thereof accruing to the transferee from the transfer shall be 
deemed to have vested in the co-sharer tenant, whose appli- 
cation has been allowed free from all incumbrances whict 
have been discharged or created after the date of the 
transfer, 

(??) the liability of the transferee for the rent due on account of 
the holding shall cease, and 

(???) the court on the further application of such co-sharer tenant 
may place him in possession of the property so vested in 
him. 

(7) When a transferee is divested of his right, title and interest 
under the provisions of sub-section (6), he shall for the purposes of 
clauses (a), (r) and (d) of section 156 be deemed to be raiyat ejected 
from his holding !by proceedings for his ejectment commencing on the 
date on which the co-sharer tenant applied to the court under sub- 
section (1), 

(8) Nothing in this section shall take away the right of pre-emption 
conferred on any person by Muhammadan law.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise at 
this stage and say that Government are prepared to accept this amend- 
ment? Only I propose to suggest a different draft, and if it is 
acceptable to him it will obviate further discussion. Would he please 
examine the draft? 

Mr. SPEAKER: L et the draft be examined now and I shall call 
upon Mr. Biswas later on with regard to this amendment. 

The next group of amendments is exactly of the same type. I am 
referring to amendments Nos. 3T9-385. Will Mr. J. N. Basu move his 
amendment ? 


Sir. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I do not move my amendment, 
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Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Mlfktagacha: Sir, I beg to move that this clause be deleted. Section 
26E be amended as follows: — 

In section 26D of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, sub-section (a), 
add “where such transfer is in favour of a person who is not a culti- 
vator and to one rupee where it is in favour of a cultivator” at the 
end of the sub-section (a). 

In section 26D of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, sub-section (6), 
add “where such transfer is in favour of a person who is not a culti- 
vator and to one rupee where it is in favour of a cultivator” at the end 
of the sub-section (b). 

In section 26D of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, sub-section (c), 
insert “with another holding or portion or share thereof” between “of 
a holding” and “to 5 per cent.” and add “where such exchange is 
between persons both of whom are not cultivator and to one rupee 
payable by each party where the exchange is between cultivators” at 
the end of the clause. 

In section 26D of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, sub-section (d), 
add “where such transfer is in favour of a person who is not a culti- 
vator and to one rupee where it is in favour of a cultivator” at the end 
of the clause. 

In section 26D, sub-section (e) of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 
add “where such bequest is in favour of a person who is not a cultivator 
and to one rupee where it is in favour of a cultivator” at the end of 
the clause. 

The following be added at the end of clause 26D : — 

“Cultivator means a person w^hose principal occupation in life is 
agriculture and who cultivates land wholly or partly by him- 
self, members of his family, or by hired labour.” 

In -section 26E, sub-section (2), insert “where the purchaser is not a 
mltivator and to one rupee where the purchaser is a cultivator” 
between “such marked value” and “together with.” 

In section 26E, sub-section (4) f insert “separately for each holding 
w portion or share transferred” between “if any” and “in the 
prescribed manner.” 

In section 26F, add after C as follows: — “(C) (i) to a cultivator”. 

In section 26F, sub-section (8), add “Provided that where the 
jtransfer is of a portion or share of a homestead land made to a person 
jf ol] owing a different religious faith from that of the transferrer, or 
where the transfer is of a portion or share of a holding which is situated 
^ithin one hundred yards of a public place of worship, the immediate 
landlord of the holding or the transferred portion of share may, as 
Provided in sub-section (I), apply to the court, that the transferred 
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portion or share of the holding shall be transferred to himself, an 
thereupon sub-sections (2) to (7) will apply.” “Provided also that i 
the case of a transfer by a co-sharer of the raiyat or under -raiyc 
having a right of occupancy to any person who is not a co-sliarer ii 
the tenancy, a non-transferring co-sharer shall have the right to 
notice from the transferring co-sharer giving him the first offer o 
purchase of the portion, or share of the holding proposed to be transf'ei 
red, and the juice offered by the intending purchaser. The nor 
transferring co-sharer refusing to pay the juice stated in the notic 
within three months from the date of the receipt of the notice, tli 
holding may then be transferred at the said price to the intendin] 
purchaser, subject to the landlords’ right of pre-emption as provide 
for in sub-section (/) and proviso just above.” 

Sir, it is declared that the present Bill is not going to projiose j 
radical change in the jmrvisions of the existing Act, but as those provi 
sions have been found “to oj>erate harshly on the cultivators”, th 
Bill is introduced “to lessen the burden on the cultivators”. 

Sir, if the Bill had been really framed to give relief to the actua 
cultivators, it would have secured our sympathetic supj)ort. The provi 
sions of clauses 3 to 7 of the Bill are, “abolition of landlord’s transfer 
fees and of the right of pre-emption”. The landlord has been in tin 
enjoyment of the right to choose his tenant from time immemorial 
The landlord’s right to a salami or transfer-fee for the recognition o' 
a transfer is an incident of that essential right, and it is being exercise( 
from long before the Permanent Settlement. Sir, you abolish tha 
right altogether, and still you profess that it is not introducing ant 
radical reform, but lessening the burden on the cultivators. It is no 
realized that in lessening the burden of one class, the rights of anothei 
class are being totally sacrificed. 

Then, behind the “cultivator” — which word has nowhere been 
defined in the Bill — we find provisions embodied for the benefit of all 
the intermediate tenants — pafnidan , tenure-holders, and m^at-land- 
lords. The actual cultivators, however, are the ratyflf-cultivators, and 
even more than these, are the under -vaiyats. It has nowhere been 
explained why these provisions benefiting the intermediate tenants have 
been introduced, and why a disguised attempt is being made to create 
another privileged body of landlords, with no rigours of the liability 
to which zamindars are subject, resulting in the virtual expropriation 
of the existing body whose contributions to the country’s cause have 
been the foundation of society and many beneficial institutions. Is it 
realised that much of the hardship of these cultivators is due to the 
action of their immediate landlords, and that of the zamindars whose 
heads are now being demanded? As a matter of fact what do we find, 
in the Bill? The raii/at-landlord and the under -raiyat having 
occupancy right by custom will have the benefit of the provisions of 
transferability and abolition of the clause of pre-emption, but the 


i 
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under -raiyat not having occupancy right — and this class forms the 
majority of the tillers of the soil — will have no such rights. A raiyat- 
landlorcT will have the unrestricted right to realise salami from his 
under-raiyats without payment of any portion to the superior landlord, 
Ibut the under -raiyats have not been given any corresponding benefit. 
There can !be no suit within twelve months of a previous suit against 
the raiyat, hut there is no restriction of time or period for the raiyat to 
sue his under-raiyat. The raiyat- landlord is provided with the oppor- 
tunity to delay payment of rent by the provision of the abolition of the 
Certificate Procedure, Ibut the raiyat' s right to sue the under -raiyat 
under threat of ejectment must continue. The raiyat- landlords and 
under -raiyats having occupancy right by custom shall have the right 
to make lands rent-free, but the under -raiyats not having occupancy 
right are deprived of this questionable provision. The under -raiyat 
will continue to be under the clutches of his landlord, but the raiyat 
is going to get more power against bis superior landlord, and is being 
given facilities for delaying payment of his just dues as much as 
possible. The und er-raiyat whose rate of rent is also high is not being 
given any relief as to the rate of the enhancement of his rent. Will 
these provisions at all conduce to the preservation and benefit of the 
real tillers of the soil, who, by their manual labour, contribute to the 
wealth of the country, and who speaking in the true socialistic sense, 
should be the persons to be benefitted, if at all, by any such measure? 

As regards pre-emption, this right is not a new right conferred on 

the landlord by the Act of 1928. When that Act was under considera- 
tion as a Bill, the power of zamindar against transfers or raiyat i hold- 
ings was considerably curtailed, and as a matter of compromise the 
right of pre-emption was partly recognised. Enquiries if made would 
have shown that this right has not been exercised even in one in a 

thousand cases of transfer. Can this be called that the right has been 

operating harshly? 

For these reasons I propose that clause 5 be deleted and the sections 
2GD,- 2GE and 26F of the existing Act be amended as above. 

This motion I have put in purely to remove all future litigation and 
hardship between the sellers and buyers and also in order to stop any 
quarrel that may arise between the different sections following different 
religions. 


Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the amendment 
which has been proposed by my friend Mr. Crosfield and which contains 
a suggestion that the landlord’s transfer-fee should be gradually scaled 
down till it reaches the figure which is laid down in the proposed 
amendment. ’ Sir, only a few members of the European community aie 
interested in agricultural land. Clause 5 in this Bill proposes to 
abolish the landlord’s transfer-fee and the right of pre-emption. This 
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is a proposal which will affect the European community only to a smal 
and in fact, one might say, almost to an infinitesimal extent. Th 
members of my group, therefore, are able to approach this *probler 
from an unbiassed point of view* But it has never heen our policy t 
take an interest only in thflSe matters which affect our pockets. W 
take a great and genuine interest in every problem which affects th 
interest of our fellow subjects in this province. We wish to see justic 
done to every member of the community, whatever his caste or creed 
whatever his occupation or calling. We on this side of the House d 
not consider that the proposals embodied in clause 5 do justice to on 
section of the community — I refer to the landlords. 

Now, Sir, the proposals embodied in this section do not contain an 
suggestion of compensation. They do not even contain any suggestin' 
that the landlords’ fee should be reduced in a gradual manner so as t 
enable the landlords to accustom themselves to the changed conditions 
They propose to abolish rights which the landlords have enjoyed fo 
very many years by a stroke of the pen and in the twinkling of an eye 
This is a proposition to which the members of the European grou 
will never assent, whether it relates to the rights of the landlords or t 
any other minority. 

Now, Sir, my friend the member from the Muslim Chamber o 
Commerce in his remarks on the amendment to refer this Bill to 
Select Committee referred to majority rule. So far as I could follow 
his argument, what it amounted to was that the majority of th 
members of this House are in favour of the abolition of the transfer-fe 
and the right of pre-emption and that simply ends the matter, 
respectfully beg to disagree with him. No democratic form of Govern 
ment is entitled to take away the rights of a minority. I would like t< 
give Mr. Siddiqi, who is a commercial man, a little illustration taker 
from the realms of commerce. It is a common thing to embody in th 
articles of association of a limited liability company a provision that on 
of the directors should resign his office if lie is required to do so by al 
his co-directors or by an extraordinary general resolution. But, Sir 
nowhere will it be found that either the board of directors or tin 
members of the company are entitled to take away the shares by virtu 
of which he holds his office as a director. These they cannot tain 
away. 

I have referred to the landlord’s transfer-fee and the right of pre 
emption as rights. There are people I know who will not agree wit! 
me. There are some people who say that in any case those rights wer< 
only conferred upon the landlords in 1928 — that is, only a short time 
ago. What has that got to do with the argument I franklv fail to set 1 . 
In my opinion the landlords prior to 1928 had a very much greater 
right than they have now, because they were then entitled to refuse tc 
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recognise a transfer of occupancy holding altogether. Naturally it was 
unnecessary for them to have the right of pre-emption. The question 
did not ‘arise. The amending Act of 1928 embodied a fair compromise 
between the landlords and the tenants over the question yf. salami on 
the transfer of a holding. The landlords were a party to that compro- 
mise. It was only on the assumption that a further compromise might 
be arrived at at the present juncture and that the landlords might be 
prepared to meet the tenants to some extent as a gesture of good-will 
that we tabled this amendment. We have made that clear in the 
amendment which we have tabled to the preamble, where we suggest that 
these words hould be added thereto: “and whereas the landholders 
of Bengal have by their representatives in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly signified their consent to the modifications in their rights 
under the said Act hereinafter set out.” It follows that, if my land- 
lord friends in this House refuse to have anything whatever to do with 
the amendment which I am now supporting, we have nothing more to 
say. 

Sir, the compromise suggested by my amendment seems to me from 
the point of view of the tenant to be an eminently reasonable one. It 
proposes that in a comparatively short space of time the landlords’ fee 
should, if based on the purchase price, be reduced from 20 per cent, to 
8 per cent, and, if based on the rent, from 5 to 2 years’ rent. I com- 
mend the amendment to the consideration of the House. 

Mr, SPEAKER: As these amendments are not in order, it is rather 
difficult to find out which is which. Therefore I call upon Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Roy to move his amendment No. 260 which has a bear- 
ing upon the clause under discussion in the House. 

Kuntar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, I beg to move that 
after clause 4, the following be inserted, namely: — 

4A. In section 26D of the said Act — 

(1) for the words “twenty per cent.” and the word “greater’’, 
wherever they occur, the words “ten per cent.” and the 
word “less” respectively, shall be substituted, 

{2) in the first proviso to clause (e) the words, figures and letter “or 
section 26E” shall be omitted, 

(3) after clause (e), the following sub-sections shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(/) when the holding of an occupancy raiyat or a portion or 
•share thereof is sold in execution of a decree or a certificate 
signed under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 
1913, other than a decree or certificate for arrears of rent 
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due in respect of tte%pMing or recoverable as such, 
to ten pe& cent, of.^he^^iirchase; Jnonej er five times the 
annual ren^of the homiiij^ st>ld or^of the portion or share 
thereof sold, whichever is^ltess”, 

“(g) when a mortgage of a holding of an occupancy raiyat or 
of a portion or share thereof is foreclosed, to ten per cent, 
of the market value or five times the annual rent of the 
holding or of the portion or share thereof whichever is 
less”. 


Sir, in moving this amendment incidentally I refer to clause 6 also. 
Sir, no valid reason has been made out yet for doing away wifi our 
rights to salami and pre-emption. The reason is simple. Ther# is 
absolutely no logic behind such a demand. The only logic that is 
apparent to me is the logic of ‘‘might is right”. We, the represen- 
tatives of the landholders, are in a hopeless minority here. So our 
interests can be dealt with in any way it may be thought expedient by 
he rival political parties in their fight for supremacy over one another. 

Sir, it is impossible for me within the short time at my disposal to 
race in detail the history of the question of transferability of occu- 
pancy holdings since the days of the Permanent Settlement. It will 
suffice to say that up to the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act in 1869, 
the question was never raised anywhere. 

The question came up for the first time before the Rent Commission 
)f 1880, and they recommended the recognition of the right of transfer. 
When their report was published, this recommendation met with severe 
adverse criticism from all responsible quarters and, in the interest of 
the raiyat s and landholders was rejected by the Government and found 
no place in the Act of 1885. I shall quote here only one authoritative 
statement from among many which may be found in the official reports 
published at that time. The following is taken from the minute of 
Chief Justice Sir Richard Gratli, dated the 6th September, 1882: — 

‘‘My next objection is to the proposed transferability of occupancy- 
tenures without the consent of the landlord. For this proposal, so far 
as I know, there is no authority whatever. Such tenures have never 
yet been transferable exhept by special custom, and such a custom is 
very rarely proved 

“There is no justification for this concession to the raiyat by reason 
of any usage of former times. It is not pretended that such tenures 
were transferable at the time of the Permanent Settlement; and the 
sole ground, as far as I can understand, upon which the proposal is now 
based, is that the quality of transferability will make the tenures more 
valuable. 
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“Butit must bbbormejn mind that the* value thus given to the 
tenant is k corresponding . loss to the landlord*; Slid even to those who 
have no regard whatever for the landlord's rights, it may still perhaps 
be worthy of consideration whether the value thus conferred upon 
occupancy-tenures will be any benefit to actual cultivators. 

****** 

“To a speculator or a landjobber the transferability of the tenure 
would no doubt add greatly to its value ; but would this be so to the 
settled or resident raiyat , whom it is the object of the Government to 
benefit 

ThSs'is perhaps old history. I shall now come to the state of affaira 
in 1921 when a Committee was appointed by the Government to 
examine the whole question of tenancy legislation and submit its recom- 
mendations. It consisted of 18 members w ith the late Sir John Kerr as- 
its Chairman. Our esteemed colleague, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq was one of its members and so was myself. 

Now, Sir, let me read from the recorded proceedings of one of the 
meetings of the committee. 

“The amount of the salami was then discussed. Suggestions varied 
from a uniform rate of 12£ to 38 per cent., wdiereas the members in 
favour of differential rates were willing to fix 20 per cent, and 30 per 
cent., respectively. The Chairman thought that a uniform rate of 25 
per cent, would be very much more convenient than leaving it to 
Government to fix a different rate in each district’'. 

The Committee discussed the question of pre-emption at another 
meeting and this is from the proceedings. 

“In the end the majority agreed that the landlord should have the 
right of pre-emption W’ithin two months of getting notice of the transfer 
on paying the transferee the consideration money plus a certain per- 
centage, *but this right should not be exercisable when the purchaser 
was a co-tenant 

, The majority agreed that the compensation should be 10 per cent., 
including stamp duties." 

In its report the Committee recorded as follows: — 

“The pressing importance of the question is shown by the fact that 
the number of transfers of occupancy holdings effected by registered 
deed has risen from 43,000 in 1884 to over 250,000 in 1913, and wdth 
the growing pressure of the population on the soil, leading to an ever- 
increasing demand for land and an ever-growung rise in the value of 
land, transfers are certain to increase in number, whatever the law on 

the subject may be We are convinced that, as matters stand, 

the only remedy is to recognise the existing widespread practice of 



1378 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[13th Sept., 


transfer, and to admit the transferability of occupancy holdings subject 
to the safeguards necessary to protect the interests of the landlords and 
to secure the general welfare^of the agricultural community. The 
transferee is required within Iwo months to tender payment to the 
landlord of the transfer-fee, which may be deposited in Court on the 
•conditions applicable to the deposit of rent and will be recoverable as 

an arrear of rent We have tentatively proposed to fix the 

transfer fee at 25 per cent, of the consideration money, because from 
the enquiries made by Government this appears to be the rate usually 
levied at present”. 

A joint note of dissent was, however, submitted by Mr. A. K. Eazlul 
Huq, Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma, Mr. Erfan Ali, Maulvi Yaquin- 
uddin Ahmad and Babu Bhishmadev Das. They accepted the principle 
of the payment of salami , but suggested the following modifications: — 

“(1) ( a ) Only one mode of assessment of the landlord’s fee should' . 
be adopted either a certain percentage of the consideration 
money or a certain times of the annual rent, preferably the 
former. 

(b) If the landlord’s fee is to be fixed in the alternative 
form as it is, in place of the words 'whichever is more’ there 
should be the words ‘whichever is less’. 

(2) The maximum rate but not a fixed one should be adopted. 

(3) That the maximum rate should not exceed 12£ per cent, of the 

consideration money or three times the annual rent. 

(4) In all cases of transfer whether in or out of Court the payment 

of landlord’s fee should be a matter to be transacted between 
the parties. 

(5) The existing right of transfer by raiyats of occupancy holding 

in any locality without landlord’s consent should, be main- 
tained. The right is shown in the settlement records.” 

When the matter came up before the legislature a compromise 
was effected between the raiyats and hand-holders at the instance of 
the late Sir P. C. Hitter and Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and the rate of 
salami was cut down from 25 per cent, to 20 per cent, of the value of 
the holding. 

Now, Sir, even admitting that the provisions of the present Act 
are operating harshly on raiyats and purchasers, may I ask of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq what has happened between 1922 and 1937 to alter 
the view which he held then? Surely nothing except that he and his 
party must overbid the congress irrespective of what that means to 
the land-holders. To be in line with the views of Mr. Fazlul Huq I 
have suggested certain amendments to the Bill which are even more 
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liberal than what he wanted in 1922, and I think that Mr. Eazlul 
Huq will now rise equal to the occasion and strong- as lie is he would 
no more surrender to the agitation of mischief-makers. 

'7 * 

It is not possible for me on the present occasion to explain our 
position with regard to the provision about pre-emption. I can only 
say that it is mor£ in the interests of the raiyats themselves that they 
should be retained. Statistics will show that we have never misused 
our rights in this respect. 

Sir, we have an exceptionally strong case in our favour. In the 
present mood of the house we may not get justice on the floor of the 
House now, hut I am almost sure that justice will not be denied to 
us by the authorities who when granting the new constitution was 
quite alive of the dangers ahead and have reserved ample powers to 
secure justice to the weak. Sir, when the other day Mr. Fazlul Huq 
.talked of democracy and rule of the majority he conveniently forgot 
that the very democracy means nothing- to him without a special 
communal electorate. And when Mr. Siddiqi pointed out to the 
Ifon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. a repiesentative of the landlords 
as the author of the Bill and accused me of uttering terminological 
inexactitudes, he perhaps did not realise that nothing could have been 
a greater travesty of truth and more cruel a joke than to set up the 
gallant Knight as an ideal before his party, very conveniently for- 
getting all the time what his leader, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, 
said about the Hon’ hie Dr. Mahmud of the Bihar Cabinet. I have 
nothing further to say, Sir, and I hope my humble motion will be 
accepted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speal ver, Sir, I rise to oppose 
both the amendments moved by the Maharaja Bahadur of Mymensingh 
and Kumar Shib Shekharoswar Roy. These amendments propose to 
retain the* obnoxious landlord’s fee and the right of pre-emption. I 
submit, Sir, that in moving his motion the Maharaja Bahadur said 
that the abolition of the landlord’s fee and the right of pre-emption 
is nothing but an expropriation of some of the rights of the zamindars. 
The other day the Kumar Sahib said also the same thing, and I am 
sorry to say that some members of the Government also seem to think 
that some of the provisions of the present Bill are of the nature of 
expropriation of private rights. I repudiate the statement with all 
the emphasis that I can command. Where is the expropriation of 
any rights whatsoever in the provisions of this Bill? It is said that 
the right of pre-emption and the right of the landlord’s fee are being 
taken away. Therefore it is expropriation. But what is the origin of 
those rights? That origin has to be sought in custom and nothing 
^ u t custom. There are good customs and evil customs. So far as the 
€v il customs of the world are concerned, it is well known that these 
ev d customs have arisen on account of the evil disposition of mankind. 
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know, Sir, that if custom itself gives sanctity to a thing, then 
slave trade should never have been abolished from the world. If 
custom is a thing of sanctity, then I think the disabilities under which 
women have been suffering and are still suffering under the various 
systems of law should never be done away with. In t the name of 
custom anything evil could be defended. If this landlord's fee and 
the right of pre-emption can be defended, it can only be defended on 
the plea of an evil custom. These customs, where they existed, arose 
out of the zamimlars’ treatment of their weak raiijats. In this way, 
the custom arose. Therefore, is it any reason that these customs 
should not be done away with and these customs should be clung to 
in this age of progress? That is a question I ask of my landlord 
friends. It is said that these rights of the zamindars were existing 
even before the amending Act of 1928. I beg to submit that these 
rights never existed in a codified form before the Act of 1928. Sir, 
if it is said that there was a custom to take landlord’s fee, there was' 
also the other custom in many places in Bengal of the transferability 
of the interests of occupancy rights without any landlord’s fee whatso- 
ever. That custom was not recognised in the amending Act of 1928. 
Therefore, Sir, if the landlords can complain of the custom of land- 
lord’s fee being taken away now, the tenants can also speak of their 
customary rights having been taken away by the Act of 1928. (Kumar 
Shin Shekharesyvar Hoy: How?) The Kumar Sahib asks “How”; 
] have already answered that question and 1 am piepared to repeat my 
answer. There was the custom prevalent in many places of the trans- 
ferability of holding before the Act of 1928 without any compensation 
to the landlord. That custom has been recognised in judicial decisions; 
in certain areas the rights of occupancy uuyat could be sold without 
any landlord’s fee. That custom was done away with by the Act of 
1928. 

Sir, it has been stated that it is the majority rule %at it is 
holding sway to-day. Was it not a majority rule that held sway in 
1928? Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Hoy said the other day that he with 
folded hands begged the majority party not to take away their rights. 
It was also in 1928 that the tenants with folded hands begged of the 
landlords not to impose such atrocious provisions in the Act of 1928. 
But in those days their’s was a cry in the wilderness ; the table has 
been turned now and rights are being wrested from the landlords for 
the people. Eights like water percolate downwards. A few years 
ago all rights vested in the Government, now the British Eaj is giving 
some rights to the people. If they are doing so, does it not stand to 
reason that the landlords should voluntarily accede to the reasonable 
and just demands of the tenants. If they do not do that, I think far 
worse days are in store for the landlords. It is very deplorable to find 
that the Europeans who in this country are supposed to be not leaning 
towards any interest whatsoever have lent their support to the cause 
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of the landlords; and I am further grieved to say that a European"* 
member of this Assembly said in the course of his speech this day that 
the rights of landlords are going to be expropriated, and that what 
took place in 1928 was nothing bhi a compromise in the Council. I 
was a meinbe* of' the Council in 1928 and I took some part in the debates 
that took place on the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill of 1928. I 
repudiate that statement with all the emphasis that I can command. 
If' there was a compromise, it might have been made between the 
European members and the landlords, but there was no compromise 
between the landlords and the tenants’ representatives. When the 
provisions regarding salami and the right of pre-emption were embodied 
in the Act, there was no compromise; on the other hand, if you, Sir, 
turn over the proceedings of those days, you will find that the tenants’ 
representatives fought tooth and nail over those provisions and they 
called divisions on almost every point and you will find a clear state- 
ment of the objections made on behalf of the tenants to the provisions 
for salami and pre-emption to be found in that Act. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy has also said that there is no logic 
whatsoever in the demand of the tenants except the logic of “might 
is right”. There is no might as yet in the hands of the tenants; the 
might is still in the hands of the landlords and the tenants are only 
demanding that the landlords should surrender some of the unreason- 
able rights that they have been enjoying, that they should yield to the 
reasonable demands of the tenants. If they do not, Sir, it is only they 
who will know what will take place in the years to eonie. 

My friend the Kumar Sahib has accused the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq, the Leader of the House, that he has changed his attitude since 
the Committee of 1911, of which he was a member. I think the British 
Government and everybody have changed their views about the rights 
of the people and the Kumar Sahib himself admits that he has also 
changed his view by coming down from 25 to 20 per cent, and is even 
prepared to accept 8 per cent, as salami. No reasonable man can 
endorse those conservative ideas held by the Kumar Sahib, we should 
want to do away with the evil custom root and branch as early ns 
possible. Therefore, Sir, there is no justification whatsoever for the 
demand of the landlords that the right of the landlord’s fee should still 
be embodied in the statute book. Sir, it is quite in the fitness of things 
that the present Government has brought forward a measure purporting 
to abolish these abnoxious provisions of the old Act. 

Sir, I would like to add one word more. The Maharaja Bahadur of 
Mymensingh has said that the under -raiyat have not been given enough 
tights under the provisions of this Bill. I agree that the under-raiyats 
have not been fairly dealt with under the provisions of this Bill. Is 
that a reason why rights should be denied to the occupancy raiyats ? If 
the Maharaja Bahadur is reluctant to give rights to the raiyats , how 
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can I say that he will be sincere in his profession of giving rights to 
the un&eY-raiyats ? If really he is in favour of giving rights to under- 
raiyats , there are amendments tabled on the subject and I hope the 
Maharaja Bahadur will certainly support those amendments, although 
I know that in supporting those amendments he will ha*e nothing to 
lose, but he will have something to lose in giving rights to the occupancy 
raiyats and that is the reason why he is so sore about the provisions 
of the Bill which he says will do away with the right of pre-emption 
and the right of landlord’s fee. With these word I oppose thes£ 
amendments. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendments 
moved by the Maharaja of Mymensingh and Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Roy and in this matter I endorse everything that has been said by 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. A cry lias been raised in this House about 
the expropriation of the interests of the zamindars and encroachment 
on the rights of the minority community. 1 think it is done in order 
to create grounds for an appeal to the higher authorities by the defeated 
landlords. The whole of what those gentlemen say are misleading. 
If we trace the history of the Permanent Settlement and the behaviour 
of the zamindars to the raiyats we shall find a very deplorable state of 
things in this connection. It is misfortune that highandedness ^nd 
illegal exactions by the zamindars for centuries should be treated in 
some quarters as a long-standing custom. Before the Permanent Settle- 
ment the zamindars were not the proprietors of the land. They were 
only rent collectors and their share was never more than 10 per cent, 
of the rent collected. The rental before the Permanent Settlement was 
very small. In 1548 the land revenue of the province of Bengal was 
settled by Raja Todar Mull, the Hewan of Emperor -Akbar, at 
Rs., 1,06,93,152 ; in 1762-63 at the time of Nawab' Mir Rasim the 
revenue was Rs. 64,56,198. Then, in the year 1765-66 ,when the East 
India Company had taken over the Dewaui the revenue was 
Rs. 1,47,48,075 and then in the year 1790-91 the revenue was 
Rs. 2,68,00,989. The revenue was raised at that time because a large 
amount of abwabs was consolidated with the rental. The above figures 
were 90 per cent, of the total rental collected at that particular times. 
Now, Sir, the rental has been increased to Rs. 17 crores (legal) and the 
illegal amount comes to about another 12 crores while land revenue 
stands the same as in 1791. The landlords’ fee and other fees which 
the zamindars claim as their legal dues are nothing but illegal exactions. 
These were legalised by hook or crook. When the zamindars took 
Permanent Settlement from the East India Company they wer§ not 
empowered by the statute of Regulation I of 1793 or by any other 
Regulation to impose this sorts of fees on the raiyats . The zamindars 
did all hese things by sheer force of their strength and zoohim for ages 
and beaurocracy helped them. But at the present moment the table 
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has turned, as has been pointed out by many of my friends. The 
zamindars have been enjoying this right and have been oppressing the 
raiyats up till now. There must be a time-limit to their oppressions, 
and they will yet have to see what sort of things are going to happen 
in future, regarding the land administration of this country. The 
zamindars may be a minority community, if they are a community 
at all, but in the present Cabinet, they are in the majority. Out of 
the 11 Ministers as many as nine are in their favour — there are seven 
zamindars and two capitalists amongst them. (A voice: Who are 
the remaining two?) You know who they are. The Revenue 
Minister and another of the Cabinet are representatives of the zamindars 
only. They initiate and support the measures of the Bill. Therefore 
the question of expropriation does not come in at all. To abolish this 
landlords’ fees is to abolish one legalished alncab, and if Government 
has now come forward to do it, it is because good sense has, at last 
prevailed upon them. So long they have been overshadowed by zamin- 
dars and their brothers-in-law, the capitalist*; now the Government 
have become more popular than before and they have now begun to 
feel the pulse of the country; they have therefore come forward to 
accede to the popular demands however small it may be. They are doing 
the right thing, and I hope in future they should do it fairly, keeping 
in view the popular demands in fore-front. Sir, the zamindars have 
got no legal reasonable claim for any fee on the transfer of their tenants’ 
lands. So I oppose the amendments. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I put that the question be 
now put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Members will realise that nobody is more anxious 
than I am that there should be an expeditious despatch of business. 

J think, however, the entire crux lies on this particular section of pre- 
emption. In view of that fact, and especially as two members of the 
European group as well as some of the landlords and industralists want 
to speak, I think I should allow them to do so. I shall first allow two 
members of -the European group, then Mr. Khailan and then the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy to speak and then I shall terminate 
I he debate on this question. 

Mr. J, B % ROBS: I rise to support the amendment now before the 
House. 

I regret that I was not in the House when my friend Mr. Clark 
s poke and therefore I may cover some of the ground with which he 
has* already dealt for whicb I respectfully claim youij indulgence. 

In moving that the Bill be taken into consideration the Hon’ble 
•Minister ijaade a statement that the amendments to the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which Government seeks to impose through this Bill take away 



1384 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[13th Sept., 


the privileges conferred on landlords by the amending Act of 1928 
and that in his opinion the provisions of the Bill are fair and just. He 
did not however inform the House that in the Act of 1928 the right 
to a prescribed transfer fee and the right of pre-emption W&re conferred 
on landlords in the nature of compensation for the loss of certain other 
rights possessed by them of which they were deprived- when the right 
to transfer was granted to the occupancy raiyats. 

It appears to me logical therefore that if the transfer fee and the 
right of pre-emption are abolished, as will be the case if the Bill is 
passed as presented to the House, the right of the raiyats of transfer 
should again be restircted. What do we find however — no reversal of 
the privilege conferred on the raiyats but instead a proposal to confer the 
same right on the occupancy under raiyats, a proposal which in my 
opinion will broaden the basis of speculation in land not only to the 
detriment of the zamindar but also to the detriment of the under-raiyats 
and his land; the landlord having no power to intervene. 

So far as my information goes. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister himself 
belongs to the “genus landlord” and as, even to a layman like myself, 
the Bill is manifestly onesided and savours of legislation directed 
mainly against landlords as a class I am constrained to think that my 
friend the Hon'ble Minister feels safe in the knowledge that the Bill, 
whether passed by this House or not, will never become law, or^else 
that he is not in a very happy position in being responsible for the 
piloting of a measure through this House in which, if he is true to 
himself, I think he must see little that is fair and just. 

To those who have to rely on an agricultural constituency for their 
seat in this House land reform is an electioneering counter ready to 
hand. Many of my friends over there came to this House pledged to 
prune the interests of the landlords. This Bill merely seeks, to give 
effect to these pledges hut I doubt if Government ever intended to go 
as far with it as they have been forced to do by their supporters. 

This Bill, particularly if effect is given to clause 5, will prepetuate 
and increase the numbers of non-agricultural parasites who batten as 
middlemen on the labour of the tillers of the soil. 

Amongst these parasites moneylenders and land speculators and 
pleaders will loom large but owing to the withdrawal of the right of 
pre-emption the owner of the land, the man lesponsible to Government 
for payment of the land revenue will have no power to* prevent 1 ih 
land from becoming a speculative counter to its ultimate ruin as well 
as that of the cultivator. He will have no remedy open to him to 
stop the rot. 

So far as transfer fees are concerned, I think that these are in fact 
scaled rather high. They are however a right secure jl to the landlords 
by the Act of 1928 for good consideration and therefore thei£ abolition 
is wrong in principle. In fact I should describe abolition as proposed 
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in the Bill before the House as nothing more or less than expropria- 
tion. For this reason we in this group have recommended that the 
rate of transfer fee be scaled down by the gradual process of a reduc- 
tion of 10 per cet., each year until the figure of 2/5ths of the present 
rate is reached. I wish to make it clear as my friend Mr. Clark has 
already stated that we put forward such a proposal subject to its full 
acceptance by the landlords. This would in our view provide 
all the adjustment on this question which is necessary. Our 
desire is to preserve the landlords’ rights, as indeed the rights of all 
communities must be preserved, if popular Government is to function 
successfully, and in accepting this proposal Government would absolve 
themselves from the charge of expropriation to which they will 
certainly be open if the Bill is passed in its present form. 

Whilst it is not difficult to undestand the demand for reduction, or 
‘in the extreme, the abolition of the landlord’s transfer fee I have been 
quite unable to find any good or sufficient reason for depriving the 
landlords of their right of pre-emption. In most countries this is 
considered an essential feature of the relations between landlord and 
tenant. It has been in force in Europe for many years and has in 
fact been enacted in several countries since the last war. If the interest 
of the landlords in their zamindari is to be maintained this right of 
pre-emption must be kept for them otherwise they become nothing 
more than rent receivers responsible to Government for the payment 
of land revenue but with no power to prevent the deterioration of their 
lands. It is iniquitious that Government should propose to place the 
landlords in this position. The right of pre-emption maintains the 
value of land which is not only to the benefit of the landlord but of the 
rai y at and cultivator also. Row its abolition will benefit the tillers of 
the soil as the Hon’ble Minister has indicated I confess I am quite unable 
to see. 1 can only assume therefore that the members of the House 
who are so enthusiastic about this part of the Bill have not * he interest 
of its tillers of the soil at heart but are directly encouraging the 
depression of land values and the prosperity of an increasing number 
of middlemen, petty^but tyrannous landlords, who more than ever will 
batten on the cultivator. 

I therefore, Sir, support the amendment before the House. 

Mr, D, P, KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my only justification for 
taking part in this debate is that I am neither a landlord nor a tenant 
of Bengal and that therefore I, can bring to bear on the problem a 
detached view. Sir, as has been stated, prior to the Act of 1928, the 
landlords by a custom had the right to refuse the registration of a 
tiansfer made in^ti is books or he could charge whatever salami he liked 

recognition of the* transfer. Sir, my friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, 
la> said that th£t was only a custom, and that if an evil custom grows 
1 U P. it should be eradicated. May I remind Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
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that even a bad custom — and I am referring to the case of transfer fee, 
— has to be eradicated rathei slowly. He has adverted to customs 
about women. Muy I remind him of what happened to Amanullah 
when he tried to revolutionise his country by eradicating the bad custom 
of purda amongst women ? (Hear, hear). Whatever custom comes 
into existence, good bad or indifferent — does so after a large number 
of years and it becomes a part of the people and of the country in which 
it comes into existence. They become a part, as it were, of the 
religious customs of the people of the country in which they come into 
existence. And, Sir, it is very desirable to see that these customs are 
not eradicated suddenly; otherwise what happens is this, that although 
on the basis of previous customs, and although on the basis of the 
Act of 1928, a large number of transactions have taken place, whether 
they be by deed of purchase or mortgage or lease, or of any other 
nature whatsoever, all the value of the rights obtained by the transferees' 
under those documens, will be seriously affected if the Act of 1928 be 
absolutely done away with. What I find, Sir, is that the opposing 
parties are not opposing a reform of the position wholesale. If you 
look at the amendment moved by the Maharaja of Mymensingh, you 
will find that he wants to bring it in conformity with the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons, that have been set forth by the Hon’ble 
Minister himself. If honourable members would refer to the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, they will find that it is stated there that 
the object of the Bill is not to attempt a radical reform of the existing 
system of land-tenure, but to lessen the burden on the cultivator by 
making the amendments to the law which appear to be most urgently 
required. 

Sir, when one refers to the Bill itself, one is in difficulty to find 
whether the Bill is really framed for the benefit of the cultivators for 
whom it was designed, or sought to be designed, or proclaimed to be 
designed, but it is really in the interests of the intermediaries against 
whom in commercial matters one hears a very good deal. The 
Maharaja of Mymensingh has expressly provided in his amendment 
that so far as the cultivator is concerned no transfer-fee higher than 
Re I should be charged, but he does not want to alter the law in regard 
to intermediaries, because the Statement of Objects and Reasons says 
that the Bill is designed for the benefit of the actual tillers of the 
soil — an expression which influential members of this House often use 
as the persons for whose benefit they have come to this House. If that 
is so, the amendment of the Maharaja of Mymensingh should be 
accepted. If that be not acceptable, there is the amendment of the 
European Group^ which would like to have a gradual reduction in the 
amount of the salami, varying each year and ending yvith 8 per cent, 
instead of 20 per cent. That, Sir, is a very reasonable compromise. 
It cannot be sadd that any party in’ this House is very anxious to 
continue an evil custom. If gradual reduction is not wanted, y oU 
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have the amendment of Kumar Shibshekhareswar Roy who is willing 
to come down to 10 per cent., immediately from "20 per cent. These 
are all amendments which seek to give relief. Both the European 
Group’s amendment and the Kumar Sahib’s amendment seek to give 
relief as much to the intermediaries as to the cultivators, and the 
Maharaja of Mymensingh’s amendment gives immediate relief to the 
cultivators themselves, though he wants to treat intermediaries in the 
same position as landlords themselves. 

As regards pre-emption, much has been said, but one thing that I 
am amazed to find in this House is that the law of pre-emption which 
many people do not know has been taken from the Muhammadan Law 
is now sought to be done away with so far as the Tenancy Act is con- 
cerned. Sir, it is pre-emption that is eminently recognized by the 
Muhammadan Law and it has had very good results. (A voice: Why 
do you accept only the pre-emption law of the Muhammadans?) Oh, 
I am prepared to accept many other things. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I shall now have to adjourn the Assembly for 
prayer. Mr. Khaitan, you can continue your speech after the House 
meets again. 


Mr. D, P. KHAITAIN: But I have finished, Sir I have nothing 

further to say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The II ouse now stands adjourned for 15 minutes 
for prayer. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After adjournment with Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair.) 


Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to oppose all the amendments by which some honourable members 
propose to keep the nazar and the pre-emption intact. Sir, Kumar 
Shibshekhareswar Roy said that no logic had been shown to do away 
with the salami and the pre-emption. My friend has also said that 
justice which he demands cannot be expected in this House. I know 
1111 d I believe that when he speaks of justice he cries for the blood of 
the tenantry of Bengal. Sir, as regards the logic, to which my friend 
has referred, I find that we the representatives of the people of this 
province do not jigree that landlords have any light to proprietorship 
the soil. It is not we, Sir, who deny this right! but it is History 
which denies that the landlords have ever had any toroprietory rights 
hi the soil. (Cries of “Question”). My friend is qitstioning me. If 
m y friend tries to go through History before 1793. if my friend tries 
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to follow tlie ancient law under the Hindus and under the Muham- 
madans, my friend will be convinced that proprietorship was not 
admitted by the law even in favour of the Kings. History says. Sir, 
that the tillers of the soil are the proprietors of the soil, and even 
Governments are not declared by the law to have any proprietary rights 
in the soil. Of course, the Government had some share in the produce 
of the soil, but not as the proprietors of the land. This produce of 
the soil which they received was in return for certain services rendered 
to the people such as drainage, irrigation, and protection from s danger, 
etc. 

No doubt a share of the produce went to the Government in return 
of service, no doubt a share went to the Government under the laws of 
Bengal, but the landlords had no right of proprietorship in land. If 
Government had no right in the soil how could the Government by a 
stroke of the pen confer this right upon the landlords. Motions by 
which the salami and the pre-emption have been proposed to be kept 
intact require denouncement by and unqualified condemnation of the 
House. These amendments betray the mentality of the class that has 
been sucking the life-blood of the people for over a century and tyran- 
* nising over the peasantry and tenantry of Bengal. These motions aim 
at the perpetuation of the exploitation by the landlords who were 
brought into being by the touch of the magic wand of Lord Cornwallis 
in the year 1793. History teaches us that this anomalous system of the 
landlords was brought into being in 1793 for some reason and the reason 
is this : that owing to the want of proper appreciation of the laws of 
Bengal and owing to the keen desire of Lord Cornwallis to create a class 
who would form a bulwark for the Government, this system was created 
by the touch of the magic wand of Lord Cornwallis. Sir, when Lord 
Cornwallis in an evil and unfortunate moment declared these landlords 
— the class of people who w T ere at that time realising rents as tehsildars 
or collectors of revenue — to be proprietors of the soil, he expressed the 
hope that they would adopt measures which would bring about improve- 
ment of the soil and amelioration of the condition of the people of this 
province. I^ord Cornwallis then thought that the measures which 
would be adopted by these landlords would bring prosperity to the 
peasantry and tenantry of Bengal. Sir, 1 here ask my friends opposite 
who have clamoured for keeping that right intact what they have done 
during the course of the last century (cries of “not opposite”). I mean 
my friends to my right including the European group who want to keep 
that right intact on behalf of the landlords and thus one vested interest 
is going to save the vested interest of the other. 

As I have already said I should like to ask my friends the movers 
of the amendmentfwhat they have done during the course of a century 
and a half to justiw the confidence reposed in them by Lord Cornwallis ia 
the year 1793. Lknow, Sir, they cannot answer this question placing 
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their hands on their breast. I know if they have to answer the ques- 
tion they will not be able to do it with a clear conscience, and they can- 
not clear themselves in the eyes of the public. I know that the bar of 
the public opinion will not excuse those gentlemen for their acts of 
omission and commission. No doubt these gentlemen have done some- 
thing — and what is this? Sir, these gentlemen by their culpable 
neglect to adopt measures to improve the condition of the soil, by their 
systematic neglect to improve the condition of the tenantry and 
peasantry of Bengal have totally destroyed the prosperity of Bengal : 
they have ruined the tenantry of Bengal. They have been exacting 
over Rs. 16 crores in return for the payment of Rs. 2,32 lakhs. So save 
and except realising abwabs and other illegal exactions they have done 
nothing for the tenantry. They have brought ruin to the cause of 
nation building. The lamentable side of the picture is that many of the 
landlords leave their tenants in the stepmotherly care and at the mercy 
of their officers, while they themselves move about the metropolis and 
the cities in luxuries and enjoyments which may be questionable. 
Some of the landlords have gone to England and built palaces there 
and in other places and are spending the money in a reckless way while 
some of their representatives are clamouring here in this House for 
keeping their vested rights. It is solely due to their culpable neglect 
and their reckless way that the granary of the east has been turned into 
a permanent abode of famine. 

Sir, I would ask them to show sympathy towards their tenants : I 
ask them to rise equal to the occasion and come forward with olive 
branch in their hands and declare now and here that they do not w r ant 
the salami. Let them declare that they do not want the salami, 
whether they have got a right over it or not. If they do that they will 
earn the goodwill of the whole tenantry which is more valuable and 
worthy than the salami or right of pre-emption. 

Sir, I predict here that if these gentlemen persist in following the 
disastrous policy — if they persist in this cruel-hearted policy, I am 
sure that the Nemesis will overtake them, and that the time is not far 
distant when they will have to pay the penalty for their endless sins 
of omission and commission. Sir, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and 
some of the gentlemen of the European Group also have referred to 
the Act of 1928 as a compromise. May I ask my friends what was the 
compromise — between whom the compromise was arrived at? Was 
it- a compromise between the landlord and their representatives in the 
Council to follow one course of action, compromise of those landlords 
ihemselves who were sitting high and looking dowm on their tenants 
"whose life-blood they were sucking and whose lif'e-lj 
suck by legislation? 

Then, Sir, one gentleman of the Europan group h 
pre-emption is done away w r ith by the members of th 


lood they tried to 


(is said t^at if the 
House it will 
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encourage depression of the value of land. I am unable to follow the 
logic of his argument: I am unable to follow the economic principle 
which my friend is enunciating. If pre-emption goes I cannot under- 
stand by what strength of imagination my friend can say that the value 
of the land is going to decrease. I am helpless and I am unable to 
understand the argument put forward. One answer to this argument 
and the only logical answer is that the blood is thicker than water. 

My friend Mr. Kliaitan said that he is not a landlord in Bengal. 
From his own statement it follows that although he is not a landlord in 
Bengal he is a landlord at some other province. Members of the same 
community whether they live in England, Germany or in Russia will 
have love and affection for their brethren in Bengal. That is why 
Mr. Khaitan has come forward to support this amendment. 

My friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said that one class is going 
to be benefited at the cost of others. May I ask my friend which class 
is going to be benefited at the cost of another? Does he mean that the 
tenants or the peasantry are going to be benefited by the sacrifice of 
the landlords? May 1 ask my friend sitting over there where the land- 
lords wore before 1793. Certainly they were then collectors and 
tehsildars for collecting revenues. History says that is the fact — that 
is the truth. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Your history — your 
ancient history says that. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: It is the history that is taught and 
it is not the history which my friend over there getting inspiration from 
his teacher. It is not the inspiration which my friend has got when lie 
went over there with a book in his hand. I have already said that one 
thing has pained me and is still paining me and that is that the Con- 
gress group who are helping the tenants are also helping the Kumar* 
Saheb (Question). I saw Kumar Saheb sitting there and running up to 
Rai Ilaronndra Nath C'haudhury with a book in his hand to get his 
inspiration f'roln him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is he untouchable? Congress does 
not recognize untouchability. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Am I untouchable? 

Mr. ABDUL ftATIF BISWAS: I do not say you are untouchable or 
anybody is untoyJ liable. There is no untouchability in the religion of 
Islam ; we ldok uf on every one as equal in the eyes of God — 

(Here the meifiber having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I do not- endorse his views. Is it fair 
to impute motive on the Opposition Bench that they are secretly helping 
the landlords ? 

Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER: His time is already up and the matter is 
closed. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABORTY: (The member 
addressed the House in Bengali. In the course of his speech the member 
was criticising the actions of the European members.) 

A European Member: On a point of order, Sir. I think at any rate 
when the hon’ble member is criticising the European group he .should 
at least deliver that part of his speech in English. 

(Voices from Congress benches : Learn Bengali in Bengal.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot stop him from speak- 
ing Bengali. 

(The member continued speaking in Bengali). 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of order, Sir. Is my friend in 
delivering a lecture in this fashion speaking on the amendment or is he 
delivering a Congress lecture on a Congress platform? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. F. C. BRASHER: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, in supporting this amend- 
ment may I first of all take the opportunity of endeavouring, if I can, to 
dispel two apparently popular misconceptions. If I understand 
Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakraborty correctly, he says the European 
Group is acting at the behest of the Midnapore Zemindary. Nothing is 
farther from the truth than that. May 1 point out that the Midnapore 
Zemindary Company has very large numbers of Indian share-holders 
and may I add that I understand from the Company that it anticipated 
that it is less likely to be affected by the Bill than most of the zemin- 
dary interests in Bengal. The other misconception was voiced by my 
bon’ble friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas. He said that- one vested 
interest was coming to the help of another. Again»I must deny that 
statement and I would like to put it on record now that it may remain 
on record in the proceedings of this Assembly for all time that tlie' 
European Group is interested in the interests of the province as a whole 
a nd not of 0116 party or sect or community or cr®d. We believe, 
kir, that our presence here, our interests here, everything we have to do 
here depend upon the prosperity and contentment on the province as 
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whole. I would therefore like to say this, we are prepared to support 
any Bill or any measure which we believe is in the interests of the culti- 
vators as such. We do not believe that this Bill is in the interests of 
the cultivators. We believe that the general effect of it will be to 
create yet another class of middlemen. I would like to know what 
proportion of occupancy raiyats at the present time are actual culti- 
vators of the soil and I would like to fcnow whether that number during 
the past few years has increased or decreased. I believe that the 
answer would be that it has very materially decreased. 

Now, Sir, I would like, if I may, to make a few remarks on the sub- 
ject of pre-emption w r hieh has already been touched on by my hon’ble 
friends Mr. Clark and Mr. Ross. As I understand pie-emption the 
objection to it is this : that whilst the landlords’ transfer fee remains 
at its present level it would be used by an unfair or an unjust landlord 
for the purpose of extracting a higher transfer fee. If we accept that 
contention, who is it that benefits? The landlord may benefit but does 
not the actual occupancy raiyat benefit also unless he and the purchaser 
of the occupancy right have agreed to insert in the sale deed a smaller 
consideration than the true value. I believe, Sir, that in some parts 
of Bengal this is unfortunately a common though perhaps understand- 
able practice. But let us see the effect of the amendment of this clause 
as a whole. It means a very substantial reduction in the landlords’ 
transfer fee and the greater the reduction in the landlords’ transfer fee 
the less encouragement there is to use the right of pre-emption unfairly. 
Let me go as far as to accept the proposition that the House will 
abolish the landlord’s fee entirely. What ihen is the position as 
regards the right of pre-emption — who benefits by it ? In the first 
place, I think that a bad landlord, who has no interest in his property, 
will find no benefit from the right of pre-emption because he cannot 
exercise the right in order to extract a higher transfer fee. What is the 
advantage in the case of a good landlord? It seems to me to be two- 
fold. In the first place, if the landlord finds that a tenant is getting a 
much smaller price than what the sale-price ought to be, he can exercise 
his right of pre-emption. What is the result of that? The very least 
which the tenant gets is another 10 per cent, on the value as stated in 
the transfer deed. Is that militating against the tillers of the soil? I 
should have thought that it was militating against the rights of the 
middlemen who come in in times of agricultural distress and poverty 
and buy up these "holdings for as small a price as they possibly can and 
who, to use the picturesque phrase which has very often been used m 
this House during this debate, “have been grinding the face of the 
poor” by taking advantage of such conditions. 

In the second place, Sir, if holdings are to be sold at low prices 
either through eatortion or through economic distress, is that going to 
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benefit the other holders in that area? I should not have thought so, 
because the result will be a general decrease in the value of their lands. 
Does this mean that pre-emption benefits only the landlord himself? 
I should have thought again that the answer is “No”, because it is in 
the interests of the landlord to maintain the value of the properties in 
which he and his tenants are interested. I say this to the House : it has 
before it three amendments— amendments which, I suggest with the 
utmost respect, are reasonable ones and worthy of consideration. The 1 
Hon’ble the Prime Minister on the first day of this debate said that 
every proposal would be considered carefully and every point of view 
would be considered in detail. Have we had an opportunity of consi- 
dering carefully these proposals in detail? I see my friend the Finance- 
Minister making a hurried note. I hope that he will have a satis- 
factory answer to that question. If he can say that we have had such an 
opportunity I would in advance most heartily offer him my congratu- 
# lations, because with the exercise of the utmost ingenuity I have been 
unable to find such an answer. As I have said before, (here are 3 reason- 
able amendments which the House has to consider. We submit also 
that these amendments are as much in the interests of the tillers of the 
soil as anybody else. We submit further that these amendments may be 
against the interests of the middlemen. Is it the desire of this House 
to support the interests of the middlemen — interests which are entirely 
contrary to the interests of the unfortunate tillers of the soil which this 
Bill is said to protect ? 

This House has been told that the criticisms that have been made 
against this piece of legislation are not justified. If this Bill goes- 
through as it is, by virtue of the Government majority, without proper 
and reasonable consideration, is that going to be an achievement of 
which this House will be able to feel proud? I very much doubt it. 
I have not heard anybody contradict what 1 have just suggested ; I would 
appeal to this House to remember that after all we all of us are engaged 
in making history. We should all of us be engaged in trying to set 
up high traditions, a high standard of debates and a high standard of 
consideration of legislative measures. This is the first important 
measure which has come before this House. I agree that there is a 
great deal to be said on both sides. But are we being given an oppor- 
tunity of offering dispassionate and reasoned views? I very much doubt 
it. 


Sir, if this Bill is passed merely by a majority of votes, are we setting 
U P a standard for this province to admire and for our successors in this 
House to follow ? Are we able to say that the first Bilk of any importance 
that has been placed before this legislature is a solidlpiece of construc- 
tive work which is in the interests of the province as a whole. 
(Applause), ■ 
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Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR* Mr. Speaker, Sir, ] oppose the 
amendments which have been moved by my two Zemindar friends and 
one of the members of the European group; These amendments are 
directed to oppose Government, measures as proposed in clause 5 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill. Clause 5 of the said Bill proposes 
to do away entirely with the right of pre-emption and the right of 
Taking salami on transfer of the holding by the landlords from the 
transferees. Now, Sir, I submit that these two measures are calculated 
to benefit the agriculturists of Bengal, as bv doing away w T ith the right 
of pre-emption and that of salami it is expected that the value of lands 
in Bengal will be increased. Some of my European friends are laugh- 
ing and I think my Zemindar friends will disagree wuth me. But I 
say that these two groups of gentlemen are not in favour of having 
a prosperous tenantry in Bengal. The Europeans have come here to 
exploit Bengal. They have come here to utilise their surplus money 
in a country where they can get cheap raw materials and cheap labour. 
If the tenantry of Bengal be prosperous, they will be deprived of these 
two privileges and therefore the European members are now whole- 
heartedly supporting another class of exploiters, namely, the Zemindars. 
I say, Sir, the honourable Kumar Sahib is not in favour of a prosperous 
tenantry in Bengal (Kumar Stub Shf.khareswar Roy: Question). The 
Kumar Sahib questions me now r but he had shown that kind of 
mentality by resigning his seat on the Cabinet at the time of passing 
of the Primary Education Bill. These two kinds of exploiters are 
joining together because their interests are practically the same and 
it is no wonder that they will sail in the same boat. These two groups 
are now showing some sort of love for the tenantry of Bengal. I say 
it is not practical sympathy but it is that kind of sympathy which I 
show to my domestic fowls. (Several voices: Crocodile tears.) 


Sir, I now come to the merits of the amendments themselves. I 
vould say that the arguments put forward by my honourable friends 
do not hold good. There is no truth in their statement about the 
question of expropriation. The Permanent Settlement regulation did 
not give any right of taking salami from the tenantry of Bengal. 
After ihe passing of that legislation the Zemindars took by force 
some money from the tenantry when they transferred their lands and 
in this way some custom grew up and that custom grew up into law 
wery recently. There was nothing like it in Bengal before; now as to 
pre-emption. A kind of pre-emption was sanctioned in the Muham- 
madan law; and when the Zemindars found that they would be benefited 
by a similar measure, they adopted it for their own interest. My 
friend, Mr. Khaiian, said that it was adopted from the Muhammadan 
law and therefore we should not oppose it. I submit that his love 
for this law is riot sincere. Instead of accepting this piece of legis- 
lation alone fronjthe Muhammadan law I would suggest that he should 
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adopt also the zakdt - system of the Muhammadans, jvhich compels 
capitalists to keep away one-twentieth part of their wealth for the 
poor. If he accepts this, he will benefit the poverty stricken people of 
Bengal and thus open the* ‘Gates of Heaven, for himself. 

Now, Sir, the Kumar Sahib spoke about some mischief-makers. I 
am hearing this word for the last few hours in the House. These mis- 
chief-makers or rather group of mischief-makers, as far as I understand, 
are none but our Proja Group on this side of the House. The provisions 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act as embodied in the Bill were circulated for 
discussion privately by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to some of the 
members. Some agitation was started by us in the papers: subse- 
quently some changes were made in the provisions of the Bill until it 
took the present form. This fact has practically been admitted by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister the other day when he referred to the 
mischief-makers. If that be mischief-making at all every one of us 
in this House should be a mischief-maker. We directed our energy 
particularly to two points embodied in the Bill. First, we referred to 
the nazar salami and in order to do away with that we published 
certain articles in newspapers. We also agitated against the select 
committee as was in the contemplation of Government at an earlier 
stage and proposed the immediate consideration of the Bill. If this 
be mischief-making I am ready to be called such mischief-maker 
hundred times more if directly or indirectly I could have changed the 
nature of the Bill. In this connection I would refer to the history of 
this kind of select committee proposed in 1921. The Bengal Legisla- 
time Council by a resolution passed on the 7th of Julj 1921 
recommended the appointment of a committee to consider what 
amendments were needed in the Bengal Tenancy Act. The committee 
was appointed by Government in August 1921. They presented 
their report on the 19th December 1922 together with a preliminary 
draft of a Bill to amend the Act. The draft was circulated and modi- 
fications were made and eventually a Bill was introduced in the Council 
by Government on the 3rd December 1925. The Council referred the 
Bill to a select committee consisting of 18 members — here they proposed 
34 members, I think, — and the select committee submitted their report 
altering the Bill in some material particulars but the members were 
far from unanimous in their views and 13 of them signed notes of 
dissent. Government was therefore unable to accept the Bill as 
revised by the select committee without further examination and so 
referred the matter to an informal sub-committee over which Sir 
Nalini Ranjan Chatterjee presided. As a result of the advice given 
by this committee a Bill was prepared and it was tljs Bill which wit/h 
pome slight modifications became the amending Acl of 1928. It was 
passed by the Council on the 4th September 1928, Aceived the assent 
°f the Governor-General on the 14th December andlwas published in 



1390 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[13th Sept. 


the * ‘Calcutta frazette” on the 21st, February 1929. This is the history 
of the select committee of the Bengal Tenancy Bill of 1928. If th< 
present select committee were appointed, I think history would have 
repeated itself and it would have taken some ten years more to have 
an actual amendment of the Act 

The Hon’bie Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it at al 

relevant? Are we discussing the select committee now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will Mr. Karkar please confine himself to the 
amendment under discussion? 

Mr. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1 submit, Sir, our so-callec 
mischief-making has not been for the sake of mischief-making but foi 
doing some good to the cabinet, lo the House and to the tenantry ol 
Bengal. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the amendments of Mr. Clark anc 
Kumar Shib Khekharesvvur Ka\, and I support the original clause m 
proposed by Government. 

Kumar Shib SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a personal explanation 
Sir. With regard to the statement by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar tha 
I resigned my office of Ministry in the interests of the zamindars 
1 should like to tell him that his statement is far from truth. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I move that the question be nov 
put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid now that the closure has been move( 
by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I will accept the closure motion after tin 
Government member replies but before doing so 1 would like to knov 
if the closure motion should be accepted. (Several voices — No, no. 
I should like to know who are against the closure motion. 

(There was no one against the closure motion.) 


The Hon’bie Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not propose 
to lose myself in the labyrinth of argument over the genesis of tin 
landlord’s right to transfer fee or the right of pre-emption. The righ 
might have its genesis in custom but so far as I am aware it was sinc< 
1928 certainly a* statutory right. Before that also it was a righ 
recognised by th ! judiciary of this country. But that is hardb 
relevant at this stage. I can assure the House that the object o 
Government in Joving for the abolition of the landlord’s transfer fe< 
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and the right of pre-emption is not to deprive the landlord of his 
valuable rights in land or to challenge his right of ownership. It is 
only to give relief to the agriculturists 

Mr. T. C. COSWAM I: Not to the agriculturists but to the occu- 
pancy raiyats. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Maharaja of 
Mymensingh in moving his amendment tried to make out that it was 
not going to benefit the agriculturists or the cultivators. One fact I 
would request the House to bear in mind that only one- tenth of the 
whole area is under under-raiyats, the nine-tenths being under occu- 
pancy raiyats. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That makes the position 
worse because there are bhagidars). I would request Dr. Sanyal to 
•listen to me with patience. There are nine-tenths of land under 
occupancy raiyats and one-tenth under under-raiyats. So the Bill is 
going to benefit not merely t lie raiyats who are rent receivers but 
raiyats who are themselves cultivators. This is a very important fact 
uhich the hon’ble members would be good enough to bear in mind. 

There are three sets of amendments, one moved by the European 
group, the other by my friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and the 
third by the Maharaja of Mymensingh. The first amendment suggests 
a gradual reduction of landlord’s right to transfer fee. The second one 
suggests a reduction not gradually but straight away from 20 per cent, 
to 10 per cent, and the third amendment a reduction to Re. 1 in the 
;ase of bona fide cultivators and a reduction to eight times the rent 
in the case of others. So that is a compromise which the landlords 
*nd the European group have suggested. Speaking for myself I would 
have preferred the golden mean but, so far as I can ascertain the re- 
presentatives of tenants are against the retention of landlord’s right 
to transfer fee. This amendment which Government have proposed will 
not only give a great financial relief to the agriculturists but will also 
have a very great psychological effect on them. It is going to improve 
tke feeling between the landlord and the tenant. That is one great 
objective which Government have in view and I do hope that my 
landlord friends will appreciate that. That is a factor which is not 
negligible and I am sure the landlords will rise up to the occasion and 
will agree to make the sacrifice in the interests of good feeling between 
Bmmselves and their tenantry. That is the surest guarantee of the 
continuance of the right of landlords— (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : Amen.) 

Mr. Chakraverti speaking on behalf of the Congress said that they 
^ould support Government on the abolition of landkrd’s transfer fee 
aDf l the right of pre-emption because they wanted to cp away with the 
landlord as a class. They want the buffer to be removed. If I did 
Understand him correctly, he seems to have said thjt the Congress 
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would like Government and the masses to come into direct conflicl 
They are for accelerating the so-called revolution. (A voice: No 
so-called but a real revolution). It may be real or it may be a mei 
shadowy revolution but I do not know if that is a consummation to b 
wished. Government’s intention is certainly not to do away with th 
landlord. Nothing is further from their intention and they will oei 
tainly oppose any such proposal. Their object is only to give som 
amount of financial relief to the agriculturists. Their position is reall; 
deplorable because of the recent economic depression and in the presen 
state of affairs some relief ‘Las got to be given to them. T^ere is i 
consensus of opinion in the country regarding the abolition of land 
lord’s transfer fee and right of pre-emption and Government simpl; 
propose to give effect to that feeling by introducing this Bill. 

As regards the right of pre-emption 1 do not deny that there migh 
be some justification for retaining it. So long as the third parti 
remains, there is just a chance of prices rising by competition whicl 
might benefit the seller financially. But one fact must be borne ii 
mind that there is the risk of the right of pre-emption being abusec 
by landlords for realisation of landlords’ transfer fee which Governmen 
propose to abolish. They therefore feel that the abolition of the righ 
of pre-emption is justified, being almost a consequential change. Ii 
they do not do it there is risk of its being abused for extorting transfei 
fee — a risk which they want to avoid. 

Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar said that because he and his party did 
something outside this House that Government were compelled to 
introduce the Bill by abolishing the salami. I repudiate that sugges- 
tion altogether. Let Mr. Sarkar know it for certain that Government 
refuse to take any notice of his activities and the activities of any 
parties outside this House. 

Government did introduce the Bill of their own accord and in the 
interest of the tenantry and also in the interest of establishing better 
feelings between the landlords and the tenants. (Dr. Nalinaksiu 
Sanyal : Good sense dawns late !) (Mr. Nihabendu Dutta Majumdak : 
Your Chief has let the cat out of the bag.) 

Sir, these are the principal points which I wanted to deal with, 
and before I conclude I would again appeal to my landlord friends 1 
and to my European friends also that they should realize what led the 
Government to suggest the abolition of the landlord’s transfer-fee and 
the right of pre-emption. It is not to attack the landlord’s vested 
interests or his light of proprietorship, but simply to give financial 
relief to the agriculturists to some extent. * ’* 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose all the motions now before the 
House. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas (Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas) will you 
please hand over to me the draft that I understand you have got ready ? 

(Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas handed over the draft.) 

I think I should now explain to the House before I ask the 
members to vote the implications of the different amendments which 
have been moved, because there might be some confusion. Four 
definite amendments have been moved. One has been moved on 
behalf of the European Group operating on section 26D, i.e., amend- 
ment Nos. 353-362. The next amendment has been moved by 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, which, in effect, substitutes section 26F 
by a new section, repealing section 26D and section 26E. I think I 
am correct. The next amendment has been moved by the Maharaja of 
Mymensingh, and members will notice that he has moved amendment 
Nos. 379-385. He has not moved the whole amendment, but has 
moved it in part which will be found at page 51, middle portion, begin- 
ning with the words “In section 2613 of the Bengal Tenancy Act” etc., 
to the end of it on page 53, omitting the first paragraph on page 53, 
i.e., the paragraph beginning with the words “After the” and ending 
with the words “the land system of Bengal.” The effect' of this is that 
he wants to substitute, instead of repealing sections 26D, 26E and 
20F, new sections 26D, 26E, and 26F. The fourth amendment that 
has been moved is by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay, who wants to 
operate only in section 26D by a new provision. I think it would be 
convenient if I divided it into three parts — one part being section 26D, 
the other section 26E, and the remaining part section 26F, and put 
the relevant amendments to each clause. 

Do you agree, Sir Bijoy? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, that 
will be simpler. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Now, as regards section 26D, the main clause, I 
mean the cla^g^ in the Bill, is that, section 26D be repealed. Against 
that the Eurppean Group has moved a new ameldment, the Maharaja 
^o£ Mymensingh has moved a new amendment, and Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Roy has also moved a new r amendment. All these three- 
amendments I will now put to the vote. 

The motion of the European Group was put and a division was asked 
b.v a member who did not rise in his seat. , 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I suggest, Sir, tbit the honourable 
Member, who called for a division, did not rise in hi \ seat but simply 
°alled for a division, he is not serious. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I think, Sir, Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan has raised a very pertinent question. The member did not rise 
jn his seat but simply asked for a division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite enough for my purpose. 

The motion was again put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next amendment is that of the Maharaja of 
[Mymensingh. I shall put it now to the vote. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE8. 


Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Saihi Kanta of 
Mufctafacha, Mymensingh. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 

Btnnerman, Mr. H. 0. 

Basil, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Brasher, Mr. F. 0. 

Campbell, Sir George, Kt. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

(Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. 

Crosfleld, Mr. L. M. 
ferguson, Mr. R. H. 

Gammstsr, Mr. E. 0. 

.Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

_ Hirtiel, Mr. M. A. F. 


Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. 
MaeLauchlan, Mr. C. S. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne- Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Paul, Sir Hari S anker, Kt 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. 

Ross, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Kumar 8hib Shekareswar. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 
Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

Son, Ral Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. 
8teven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOE8. 


Abdnl Azii, Maulnana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafeez, Khan Bahadur 8ysd. 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza.- 
Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakum. Mr. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latlf Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yed. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmeod, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, MrJ 
Abdur Raschid Mahmood, I r. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan 8ahlb M jalvi 8. 
Abdur Rauf, Mr. 8hah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi 
Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md 
Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maul^. 


Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hosain, Mr. Ahmed. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Aftab Hosain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayetpurt 
Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Ahmed Khan , Mr. 8yed. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir AN, Md. Mia. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Asi muddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi 
Azhar At , Mau vi. 

Banerjee, Mr. P. 

Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banerji, Mr. 8atya Priya. 

Bannsrjes, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barat AN, Mr. Md. 

Barm a, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Barman, Bxbu Upendra Nath. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qoblnda OhandrO. 

Biswas, Mr. Raeik Lai. 

Biswas^ Mr. Surondra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
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.uknurty. •«*> ««"“<« "*'*»*"• 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hartndra Nath. 

DM, Babu IMhim Chandra. 

Du. Bab* Radhanath. 
nu. Mr. Awikul Chandra. 


Du, Pdf- Monmohan. 

Out, Baku Oabandra Nath. 

D„ Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dolui, (Mr. Harandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Snkumar. 

Dutta Bupta, Mias Mira. 

Dutta Mwumdar, Mr. Niharendu. 
Edbar, Mr. Opandranath. 

Emdadul Haque, Nazi. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. * 
rarhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Failul Huq, tha Honble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 


^azlul Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Biatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

CHaiuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

(tolam 8arwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syad- 
fioiwami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. dogesh Chandra. 

Gurung, Mr. Damher Singh. 

Habibullah, tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur K., 


of 


Dacca. 

Haflzuddon Cbowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Haun Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Hasan uzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haiina Murshad, Mrs. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Himats ngka, Mr. Prabhudayal 
Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jalatuddin Hashamy, Mr. Syad. 

Jasimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Khan Aahib. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan 8ahib. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 8yad. 
Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Mafizuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Maiti, Mr. Nijunia Bahari. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 


Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Moslam Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8yad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Icrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Dr. Syad. 

Muhammad Soolaiman, Mr. 

Mukhtrji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 

Mukherjae, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, the Hon ble Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mullick, Mr. Putin Bahary. 

Mullick, 8rijut Ashutosh. 

Musharruff Hossam, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. $yed. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Nausher Ali, the Hon ble Maulvi 8yed. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 
pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kisori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanauliah, Ai-Haj Maulana Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaasha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sarkar Babu Madhusudhan 
Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahedali, Mr. 


Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Singha Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sinha, 8rijut Manindra Bhusan. 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 
Suhrawardy, the Hon ble Mr. H. S. 
Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 
Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 


West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 


Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


’Hie Ayes being 34 and Noes 17G the motion wasllost. 

The motion of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy waj* put and lost. 


20 
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The motion of Maharaja Shashi Kanta Acharyya .(^houdhury 
regarding clause 2G ( e ) and (/) was then put and lost. +* 

The amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas as drafted by the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then put. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is this amendment in order? It interferes with the substantial right 
of transferee and I submit, Sir, that it cannot be moved without the 
sanction of the Governor. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid it is not so. I personally at one time 
was of opinion that it was beyond the scope of the Bill. This is 
not substantially a new amendment; it is based on Mr. Surendra Nath 
Biswas’s amendment and it has made only a legal drafting change. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHAR ESWAR ROY: Was that amendment in 
order ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 considered that point and after consideration I 
thought it was in order for this reason that there was the right of pre- 
emption and that pre-emption is being changed in favour of one person 
or the other. The substantial right was the right of pre-emption and 
Government want to delete the pre-emption clause. The member in 
charge wants pre-emption to be extended to another class and I hold 
that that is in order. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Sir, I desire to place on record that this Bill is 
being hurried through this House in a manner which prevents the due 
deliberation which ought to accompany the serious duty of legislation. 
Sir, we have not had an opportunity to consider the matter upon which 
we are now asked, to cast our votes and we should like it to be on the 
record of the proceedings of this House (hat we protest against the 
way in which the consideration of this Bill is being rushed through. 

(The question of the amendment as drafted by the Hon'ble Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was being put to the House.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of order, Sir. So far as (he 
drafting is concerned 1 take exception to one clause, I mean, clause 
(b) of new clause 5A. Heba-bilewaj is being excluded from (he 
operation of this section. Heba-bilewaj is exactly the same thing as 
heba. The only difference is that in a heba no consideration is neces- 
sary whereas in St heba-bilewaj there is a nominal consideration- 
Nothing in cash it paid but only to give it the character of a sale some 
exchange by waJ of giving a Quoran or a piece of cloth or a prayer 
mat is given. Therefore, in effect heba and heba-bilewaj are the same 
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thing. E&ba-bilewaj * s generally executed by a relation in favour of 
another relation. Therefore if the right of pre-emption be exercised 
in a case like heba-bilewaj then practically the effect of that document 
will be frustrated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think in view of that I will not 
put this clause to the House to-day. I will take time to-morrow* to 
consider this. 

A member: It would be desirable, Sir, if a copy of this amendment 
is circulated to all the members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy will see that it is circulated to the members. 

Before I adjourn I may just announce that in deference to the wishes 
of the different party leaders 1 have postponed the election being held 
till day after to-morrow at 4 o’clock about the Committee of Privileges. 
In the meantime 1 trust different parties will come to an agreement 
and put up a concrete list if possible. Any gentleman who wants to 
withdraw will be entitled to do so by (j o’ (dock to-morrow 7 . 

The second matter is that the dates for non -official Bills stand as 
tiie\ are; they will not be changed. 

The third matter about which a circular has been issued is that in 
■view* of the great pressure of work there was almost a breakdown in 
office, and I very much regret that we had no other option but to keep 
the office open only from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily except on Saturdays 
when the Assembly sits, from 9-45 a.m. to 2-30 p.m. One assistant 
will be on duty from 10-30 a.m. as usual at the enquiry office to receive 
letters, etc., and to hand over Travelling Allowance Bills, etc., to the 
members. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th 
September, 1937, at tbe Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 14th September, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hauue, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The term of lease of the river Kirtan-Khola. 

*142. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state the terms on which lease has been granted of the river Kirtan- 
khola (Barisal) to a private party ? 

(b) Is it not in contravention to all previous circulars and declara- 
tions of' the Government ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, what is the 
reason for this departure ? 

( d ) If the answer to clause (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table the circular or instruction on 
which the Government has allowed this? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he would 
consider this measure to be in keeping with the policy of giving relief 
to the poverty-stricken toiling masses? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this measure has caused 
great hardship and resentment among the fishermen, who have been 
ventilating their grievances through (?) meetings, (n) conference and 
(m) appeals, to the authorities concerned ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he would 
consider it desirable to take immediate steps for cancelling this lease? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) The terms are those as contained 
in the standard lpase prescribed in pages 119-120 of the Government 
Estates Manual, j.932. 

(b) No. 
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(c) Doe^ not arise. 

(d) Attention is invited to rule 259 of the Government Estates 
Manual, 1932. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) and (g) No. 

Babll NACENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this river Kirtankhola is a tidal navigable 
river or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Babll NACENDRA NATH SEN: How can the Hon’ble Minister 
state that the terms of lease as prescribed in pages 119-120 of the 
Government Estates Manual apply to this river P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
difficult to answer this question off-hand. If the terms apply to a 
navigable river we may assume that it is a navigable river. 

A member: Is it not a fad that this lease has been granted for the 
first time in this case? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Government Fuller Memorial of Special Scholarships and Mohsin and 
other stipends. 

*143. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether — 

(i) the Government Fuller Memorial of Special Scholarships, and 
Mohsin and other stipends are not regularly paid to the 
holders of them month after month; and 

(ti) that owing to this unnecessary delay on the part of the officers 
of the Education Department concerned, the poor scholar- 
ship and stipend-holders suffer very much and are put to 
serious pecuniary difficulties? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider it desirable to hold a prompt enquiry into the matter 
an d to adopt proper measures for the same? 

( c ) Is it a fact that some scholarship and stipepd-holders in the 
intermediate colleges of Bengal, particularly of the Dacca Intermediate 
College, who have already passed the last intermediate examinations 
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and left the college, have not yet received their scholarships for the 
session 1936-37 in full? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th< 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) ( i ) No such complaint has beer 
received from any scholarship or stipend-holder. 

(it) and (b) Do not arise. 

( c ) I have no information to this effect. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire whether such irregularities are committed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have made no enquiries 
But I am prepared to make enquiries if the honourable member sc 
desires. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that some students after passing the Intermediate 
Examination from the Intermediate College obtained scholarships but 
have not been able to draw their scholarships as yet although the\ 
are reading in the B.A. class? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 
I should like to have notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether they are regularly paid or not ? Will he make 
an independent enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepared to make 
an independent enquiry. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will let us know the result of his enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I promise I will, but if 
I forget I hope the House will remind me. 

Annual contribution of the Bengal Government to Ranchi Mental 

Hospital. 

*144. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state the amount of annual 
contribution of the Bengal Government to the Indian Mental Hospital 
at Ranchi and tl^e proportion it bears to the total expenditure of the 
hospital? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing (t) the total number of employees in the hospital, («) the 
number of them that are Bengalis, (in) the total number of Superinten- 
dents and other medical officers, and (tv) the number of them that are 
deputed fft>m (1) the Bengal Government, and (2 1 ) from the Bihar 
Government ? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 
AN)! (a) The contribution paid by the Government of Bengal 
annually towards the cost of the Ranchi Indian Mental Hospital is not 
a fixed sum but varies with the actual expenditure incurred on the 
hospital in different years. The contribution represents three-fourths 
of the net expenditure of the hospital, as Bengal has been allotted three- 
fourths of the accommodation available for patients in the institution. 
The contirbutions paid in the last three years were as follows : — 



Rs. 

A. 

1935-36 

... 3,29,670 

10 

1934-35 

... 3,21,030 

10 

1933-34 

... 3,25,522 

0 


(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (6) of starred question No. 144. 


(i) Total number of employees in 
the Ranchi Indian Mental 
Hospital 

(ii) The number of them that are 
Bengalis 

{in) The total number of Superin- 
tendents and other medical 
officers 


(iv) The number of them that are 
deputed from — 

(1) the Bengal Government 

(2) the Bihar Government 


G (>1 

43 


8, viz., Superintendent . . 1 

Assistant Superinten- 
dents . . . . 2 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons 5 
(including one female 
Sub-Assistant Sur- 
geon). 


3, viz., Assistant Surgeon . . 1 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons 2 
5, viz., Superintendent . . 1 

Assistant Surgeon . . 1 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons 3 
(including one female 
Sub-Assistant Sur- 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge be pleased to state how many of these Assistant Surgeons and 
Assistant Superintendents mentioned are Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : The answer is there on 
page 4 of the question papers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir, it does not show how 
many Bengalis there are. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: If the honourable mem- 
ber look at page 4, item ( 11 ), he will find that the number of Bengalis 
employed is 43. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But 1 want to know the number 
of Assistant Superintendents and Superintendents. 

The won’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am sorry. The 
honourable member wants to know the number of Assistant Superin- 
tendents and Superintendents. Sir, I must ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any representation was made by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to see that a suitable number of Bengalis are employed 
in that hospital? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware of any 
such representation. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: In view of the fact that two-thirds of the 
total expenditure is met by the Government of Bengal, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why only 43 out of a total appointments 
of 661 go to the Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As far as I am aware 
the Government of Bihar make these appointments and I promise to 
look into and to see if anything can be done. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether the principle of proportion could 
be applied ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the number of Bengali patients in the 
Hospital ? 


TN Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not possible for him to insist upon a 
particular proportion of Bengalis being employed in view of the con- 
tribution made by the Government of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already 
promised to look into the matter and see what can he done. 

Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is not a fact that the Bengali patients are not 
looked after properly because there is not a sufficient number of 
Bengalis employed there? I say this from my own personal 
experience. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As far as my informa- 
tion goes, they are well looked after. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal have absolutely no hand 
in the management of the Hospital? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister has already promised that 
he would look into the matter. After this I think that question does 
not arise. 


Measures for effecting economy. 

*145. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state if the Gov- 
ernment intends to adopt any fresh measures for the purpose of effecting 
economy ? 

W If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the steps intended to be taken? 

(c) Do the Government intend imposing a cut on the salaries of 
officers P 



1410 


QUESTIONS. 


(14th Sept., 


MINI8TER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker) : We intend to review the whole adminis- 
tration, and effect economies where they are both desirable and 
practicable. I am unable at the moment to give any indication of the 
conclusions we are likely to reach. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he intends to appoint a committee to enquire into the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: No. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hoifble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is at all in the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment to impose any cut on the salaries of officers? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have not yet 
decided. 

Mr. ABDUL RASCHID MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the Government intend taking up the question 
of retrenchment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have already 

begun . 

Contributions received under the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934. 

•146. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department lie pleased to state — 

(i) the amount that was received as contributions, etc., under the 

Bengal Wakf Act, 1934, from the enrolled wakf estates 
during the year 1936-37 ; 

(ii) the amount spent by the Board of Wakfs for the administration 

of the Act during that year; 

(Hi) the amount spent towards the establishment expenses of the 
office of the Commissioner of Wakfs during the same year; 
and 

(iv) the total amount that was spent during the said year by th e 
Board of Wakfs for charitable and educational purposes? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By the courtesy of the 

Commissioner of Wakfs, I am in a position to reply to this question. 
(i) Rs. 71,399. 

(it) Rs. 52,508. 

(in) Rs. 40,178. 

(iv) Nil. The Act does not sanction such expenditure. Section 
62 (2) empowers the Board of Wakfs to use any portion of the available 
balance in the Wnkf Fund for the preservation and protection of wakf 
property. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Preamble of the Wakfs Act lays down that the surplus of the money 
after the expenditure will be utilised towards the educational facilities 
.of the Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not in so many words. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is it not also the purpose of the Board 
ot Wakfs that stipends should be given to the Muhammadan students 
for study in the foreign countries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was in the speeches 
but not embodied in the Act. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Commissioner of Wakfs is not under the 
Government of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, under the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, but as the House has heard the expression, it is an 
autonomous body. 


Prisoner Mr. Muklesser Rahman. 

*147. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Muklesser Rahman, a prisoner in 
the Majdi Jail in Noakhali district, is lying seriously ill and is suffer- 
iag from tuberculosis? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform the house — 

(0 the present condition of his health; 

(™) nature of his ailment; and 

(Hi) his present weight, etc., and the steps, if any, have been pro- 
posed to be taken for his proper treatment* 
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(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Muklesser Rahman contracted tuberculosis 
in Sewri Jail and was that the reason for his transfer from that jail? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Muklesser Rahman was formerly placed in 
Division II hut was later placed in Division III inside the jailP 

(e) Will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state the reasons for not 
according' him the treatment of a Division II prisoner? 

(/) Will the Hon’ hie Minister consider the desirability of ordering 
an immediate release of Mr. Muklesser Rahman in view of the precarious 
state of his health? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blc 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a ) and (h) He is in Comilla Jail whert 
he is receiving hospital treatment for chronic disorders of the bowels. 
His health is indifferent, hut he is not seriously ill nor is he suffering 
from tuberculosis. His present weight is 105 pounds. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (c) He was in Division II while serving a previous sentence. 
He was placed in Division III for the sentence which he is now serving 
as Government were of opinion that he was not accustomed to a superior 
mode of living. 

(/) No. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Having regard to answer 
(d), will the Hon’ble Home Minister be pleased to state how Govern- 
ment came to the conclusion that Mr. Muklesser Rahman is not 
accustomed to a superior mode of living? How is it that when he 
was serving sentence in the mufassal he was put in division II and 
now he has been put to division III on the ground that he is not 
accustomed to a superior mode of living. What is the reason? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government came to 
this conclusion at that time. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it not a fact that 
Government has miscalculated by placing him in division H 
previously ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever interpretation 
the member may like to put, the facts are as stated. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when was Mr. Muklesser Rahman trans- 
ferred to the Comilla Jail? j 
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TIM Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Muklesser Rahman was a member of the District Board 
of Comilla? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Dr« H. Ca MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
inform the Hoxise as to the height, of this man because there is a relation- 
ship between the height and the weight? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I ask for notice. 
Electrical Licences. 

*148. Babu RADHANATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that draft Electrical Licences should be published 
in three successive issues of some daily newspapers as required under 
the Electricity Act and the Rules? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that all applicants are 
required by the Government to publish them in the Statesman alone? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) The hon’ble mem- 
ber is referred to rule 15 (3) of the Indian Electricity Rules, 10d7. 
The rule provides for advertisement in only one newspaper. 

{()) Yes, as the Statesman most conforms to the l equipments laid 
down by the rule. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what respects other newspapers failed to conform 
fo the requirements of the rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is rather difficult for 

to answer this question without asking another question of my 
honourable friend. Has the honourable member read the rules? If 
h e had, he could not have asked that question. With regard to the 
circulation there is no controversy, 
h 

Dr ' NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
P eased fo state the rules under which the Statesman is considered to 
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be tbe best newspaper which conforms to the requirements of the 

rules ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He said that circulation was one of the points. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is the main consi- 
deration. With regard to the circulation of this newspaper there it 
no controversy whereas there is some controversy with regard to othei 
newspapers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he or his department knows that the verna- 
cular paper Ananda Bazar Patrika has got 50 per cent, more circulation 
than the Statesman or any other newspapers in this province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Myself or my depart- 
ment know nothing about it; I have heard such assertions being made 
from time to time but I cannot vouch for their truth. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he or his department took any steps to ascer- 
tain the bona fide number of circulation of respective newspapers in 
this province ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The department did 
not consider it necessary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he or his department will consider the desirability 
of enquiring into this matter in view of tbe position of other news- 
papers in this province ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir. The present 
arrangements are quite satisfactory . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he or his department are aware that there 
is a great feeling in this province with regard to this allotment or 
partial treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: There is hojeeling at 
all and no comment has yet been made in the manner in wfiich th e 
hon’ble member is representing the matter in this House. ** 

(Mr. Speaker called out the next number When Dr. Nali^aksha 
Sanyal rose to put supplementary questions*) ” # 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have already allowed a substantial number of 

questions on this point. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: One more question, Sir, and I 
will finish. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite realise your point but I have already 
called the next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order. 
Sir. It is a very important question of privilege of members to be 
able to put supplementary questions and in view of the series of 
evasive answers given by the Hon’ble Minister, I seek your protec- 
tion to let me have the privilege, as a member, to put a larger number 
of questions so that I may get proper information on this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I object to the use of 

the word “evasive”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact I personally do not think 
that you will get any better reply than what you have already got. 

t Extra-Muharrir Babu Dwaraka Nath Das in the Janaka Sub-Registry 
Office, Midnapore. 

*149. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether Babu Dwaraka Nath Das was an extra-? rmharrir in the Janaka 
Sub-Registry office, Midnapore, till recently P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that — 

(i) he stood as a Congress candidate to the union board election 

of Union No. 7 of Khedgiree police-station Midnapore; and 

(ii) that in consequence, his service has been dispensed with by 

* the District Sub-Registrar of Midnapore on the basis of a 

report of the local police? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is the policy 
of the Government not to allow Congress members of union boards to 
earn their livelihood by holding such jobs as extra -muharris of Sub- 

ftegistrars’ offices? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, will the Government be 
pleased to reinstate the man in his job? 

Hon’ble Mr, A. K. Fazlul Huq before reading his 
Panted reply said *• * ‘Another evasive reply” and then read out the 
tinted reply; 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Will the 
first portion of the reply — “Another evasive reply” — go into to-day’s 
proceedings ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There is no Sub- 
Registry Office at Tanaka in the district of Midnapore. 

(6) to ( d ) The questions do not arise. 

Detenu Dr. Charu Banerjee. 

•150. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

( i ) whether Dr. Charu Banerjee detained under the Bengal Cri- 
minal Law Amendment Act since the 5th September, 1934, 
is at present suffering from angina pain and chroniy 
diarrhoea ; and 

(it) whether Captain P. Ganguly and Dr. B. C. Ray examined him 
with electro-cardiograph and recommended him for sixty 
days’ continual treatment under them ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(/) of the recent death of his elder brother, Hon’ble Mr. J. C. 
Banerjee, contractor and a member of the Council of State; 
and 

(it) of the financial condition of Dr. Banerjee who by the said 
death has, w r ith his widowed sister-in-law to face a debt of 
a few lakhs of rupees? 

(c) Is it a fact that the detenu was not given any leave nor 
removed to the internment camp? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
family allowance or allowance of the education of his sons has been 
.given since his detention ? 

( e ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Dr. Banerjee was the 
President of the Bengal Provincial Trade Union Congress, Vice- 
President, All-India Trade Union Congress, and President, All-India 
'Socialist Party, and office bearer of several labour unions in Bengal at 
the time of his detention ? 

(/) Do the Government intend to release him unconditionally 1D 
consideration of his broken health, worried mind and financial 
embarrassments ? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minisb* r 
be pleased to state the reason? 


i 
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TIM Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The answer to 
the first part of the question is in the affirmative; I understand that he 
suffers from anginal pain and chronic dyspepsia. 

(ii) He was examined by Dr. B. C. Hay and Captain P. Ganguly 
but no recommendation was made to Government that sixty days’ con- 
tinuous treatment was necessary. 

( b ) (i) Yes. 

(ii) This is a private matter regarding which I am not in a position 
to make any statement. 

(c) The detenu was allowed to remain in Calcutta from the 3rd 
April, 1937, to 1st June, 1937. 

(d) Allowances have been granted for the support of his son and 
his son-in-law’s family. 

(e) Dr. Banerjee was connected with several organisations of this 
nature. 

(f) and ( g ) Dr. Banerjee will be released as soon as it is clear that 
he lias no intention of engaging in such terroristic activities as neces- 
sitated his being placed under restraint. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to inform the House whether Dr. Banerjee was informed of 
the nature of the terrorist activities lie was suspected of? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was informed 
according to the provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law r Amendment 
Act. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state that unless he is specifically informed bow does 
the Hon’ble Minister expect him to say that he is not going to be 
engaged ‘‘in such terrorist activities”? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a question that 
we will decide. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wffiat were the recommendation of Dr. B. C. Roy and 
Captain P. Ganguly? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With respect to answer (c) it has 
^ )0P11 stated that Dr. Banerjee was in Calcutta from the 3rd April, 
to the 1st June, 1937. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slain whether Dr. Banerjee w r as sent hack to his place of internment 
a tW the treatment was over ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I want notice. 

Babii BAPADA PROSANNA PAIN: in view of that fact that 
Dr. Banerjee was not free for about 3 years from April, 1934, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how he was in a . position to 
ascertain that he has no intention of engaging in terrorist activities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have certain 
methods of ascertaining these things. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what are those methods by which these 
things are ascertained ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not prepared to 
disclose them. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what enquiries he has made to ascertain 
that Dr. Banerjee has got any such intention at the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Officers interviewed 
Dr. Banerjee from time to time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has any opinion 
been expressed by any judicial officer or judge after due enquiry on 
this matter recently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Babu BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the question was put to Dr. Bannerjee 
him sell ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not specifically put. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With respect to question ( d ), since 
when are his son and his son-in-law getting allowances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Boincheetolla Union Board. 

•151. Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the attention of the Government has been 
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draw® to the memorial, dated the 2nd July, 193Z, submitted by Babu 
Upendra Nath Mallik, President of Boincheetolla Union Board? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ ble Minister consider it desirable to direct an 
enquiry into the matter? 

( c ) Is he aware that the two sides of the populated villages of 
Boincheetolla, Arupota and Ananta Badal are filled by the Calcutta 
Corporation with dirts and filths to the height of 6 to 8 feet which is 
giving out an offensive and obnoxious smell which it is difficult for any 
human being to stand, and on the third side there is the dirty water 
khal full of water-hyacinth, belonging to the Calcutta Corporation, 
which is similarly injurious to public health? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
report of inspection of the place by the Assistant Director of Public 
Health, Dr. B. C. Mukherjee? 

( c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister think it desirable that the only 
way of giving relief to the suffering public is the acquisition of the 
lands comprised in the villages in question so that the villagers may be 
enabled to migrate elsewhere in healthier surroundings? 

(/) If so, will the 11 on’ ble Minister be pleased to state whether her 
consider it desirable of asking the Corporation of Calcutta immediately 
to fake steps for the acquisition of the village in question? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d) An enquiry has been made into the matter by Dr. B. (T. 
Mukherjee, Assistant Director of Public Health. A copy of bis report 
is laid on the library table. 

(e) and (/) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that it appears from the report of Dr. B. C. Mukherji that the four 
culverts in question were obstructed by the Calcutta Corporation am? 
the water from that area were not allowed to pass through them? 

Thu Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: It appears that the 
hon’ble member knows the contents of the report which is already laid 
mi the library table and no reply is called for. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: In view of the report of 
Hr. B. C. Mukharji will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to ask the 
Calcutta Corporation to open those culverts so that water from the 
rural area may pass through that area? 

% 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALIS I have already said 
C'^'t the matter is under the consideration of Government. I can only 



1420 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Sept., 


give this further information that this matter has been referred to 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division for his opinion. 

Retired assistants of the Finance Department. 

*152. Babu RADHANATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state under what 
circumstances the undemoted assistants of his Secretariat made to 
retire from service : — 

(i) Babu Satis Chandra Bose; 

(ii) Babu Prakash Chandra Ghosh; and 

(Hi) Babu Milanananda Roy? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of assistants in his Secretariat who were recruited 

during the past three years through the hack door, that is 
to say not through public advertisement or through Secre- 
tarial Clerkship Examination; 

(ii) whether there had been no public advertisement when men 

were taken in the Central Despatch Office; and 

(Hi) the names of the temporary assistants working in his depart- 
ment who were taken in although they were disqualified one 
way or the other? 

The Hon’We Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: (a) (i) Babu Satis 
Chandra Bose retired on superannuation pension. 

(it) Babu Prakash Chandra Ghose retired after completing 30 years’ 
qualifying service. 

(Hi) Babu Milanananda Roy retired on invalid pension. 

( b ) (i) All the assistants appointed during the past three years 

were men who had qualified themselves at the Secretariat Clerkship 
Examination. 

(ii) No. 

(iii) None. 

Amendment of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act. 

*153. Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: (a) Will -the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether he has got suggestions written 
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or oral from Members of the Legislative Assembly to amend the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors’ Act? 

( b ) If the answer to ( a ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement of all the sugges- 
tions received from the Members of the Legislative Assembly? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) Yes. 

( b ) No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if bis department is aware that one of the objections 
noted is the absence of suitable credit arrangements in the rural areas 
which is causing great hardship on the pesants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I submit 
that does not arise out of this question. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government are contemplating to amend 
the Agricultural Debtors Act to remedy the defects found there ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

defects that will be noted will certainly receive consideration by way 
of amending the Act if that is thought necessary. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
appointment of members to these boards are causing disappointment 
in the minds of the public in view- of the fact that instructions have 
been given by the department to the effect that two men from the 
creditor sid'e, two from the debtor side and one man who is neutral 
should form the Board ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise out of this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether one of the suggestions is a suitable modifica- 
tion of the present arrangement so that credit institutions in the rural 
areas may be started ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry 
1 am not aware of it. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if lie has read the suggestions made by the hon’ble 
members of this Assembly referred to in answer (a) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

the suggestions are concerned they are mostly in the nature of 
amending the Act. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that suggestions were offered to the Hon’ble Minister to confer on 
the Union Boards power under section 7 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

not aware of this. 

Dr. NALIN AKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the principle natures of the suggestions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 
already answered that so far as written suggestions are concerned 
they are in the nature of amending the Act which are still under 
consideration. 

Dr. NALIN AKSHA SANYAL: What are the subjects referred to 
in those suggestions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. The 
Hon’ble Minister has already said that they are all in the nature of 
amending the Act which are being examined and surely supple- 
mentary questions are not meant to be in the nature of cross-examina- 
tion. If you want any further information I am quite prepared to 
allow you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My submission is that this 
cross-examination has been necessitated due to the reply “No”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said that they are in 
the nature of amending Bills. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has read these Bills and if so what are 
the contents of those Bills P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

the amending Bills are concerned they will be presented before the 
House by those hon’ble members who intend to move those Bills. 
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Film Censors’ Office, Calcutta. 

•134. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
stat^ — 

( i ) the number of officers in the Film Censors’ Office, Calcutta, in 
the different grades ; and 

(it) the number of them that are Mussalmans? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who is the 
appointing authority for such posts? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of placing 
the charge of appointments of the Film Censors’ Office, directly under 
the department concerned of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) (?) — 

Secretary (Part-time) 

Inspectors — 

Whole-time 
Part-time 
Clerk 

(it) None. 

(b) The Bengal Board of Censors. 

( c ) No such proposal is under the consideration of Government at 
present. 

Fund to carry on propaganda on behalf of Government. 

*165. Maulvi ABU HASSAIN SARKARs {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state 
whether the members of the Cabinet have created a fund for carrying on 
propaganda on behalf of Government? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) who actually contributes to the fund ; and 

( ii ) the amount of contribution paid by each member, if any? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
newspapers are subsidised out of this fund; — 

(i) the names of the papers, if any; and 

(h) the amount of contribution paid to each paper? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) and ( c ) Do not arise. 

Maulvi ABU H OSSA IN SARKAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of a widespread feeling in the country that the two Calcutta 
papers “Azad” and the “Star of India” are subsidised by the Cabinet 
Members ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That question does 
not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is a fund either created by the Ministers 
or private by the ratepayers out of which Government propaganda is 
undertaken. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not the concern 
of this House as to what the Cabinet Ministers do with their own 
funds. The hon’ble members can ask questions about any funds of 
the provincial Government and no funds have been set aside and 
created for this purpose, as the hon’ble member says. 

Supplementary questions. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the members of this House may not feel 
interested in the employment of funds which they vote for? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainh. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to estate if he is aware that there is a department in the general 
Secretariat called the Publicity Department of the Government of 
Bengal and for which funds have been created? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No new funds have 
been created for that department. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Publicity Department arranges for the issue of 
newspaper advertisements and press advertisements of various depart- 
ments of Government? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise out of the question. This 
question definitely deals with funds to carry on propaganda on behalf 
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of Government and Government says “No”. Surely Dr. Sanyal can- 
not refer io another department and ask what are its functions? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he knows that the “Advance” is subsidised by the 
Congress ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise and I think 
Mr. Bari knows that this question does not arise at all. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what respects the Publicity Department carry on 
ihe publicity work of Government without any funds? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as funds for 

1 lie activities of the Publicity Department are concerned they are in 
the budget. No extra funds have been created. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We do not seek to find out any- 
thing about the extra funds, what we want to know is how the press 
work can be carried on without any extra funds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole question so far as this matter is 
concerned is whether any funds have been created for carrying on 
propaganda work and if anything arose out of it I would permit a 
question. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ph ased to 
state if it is at all illegal if the Government creates a fund for carrying 
on propaganda ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is purely a matter on which legal opinion can 
be taken. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the fund from which the cost for the 
printing and circulation of the Hon’ble Labour Minister’s speeches in 
mill area was met? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that the 
question does not arise out of it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does arise to controvert the statement that 
there is a fund from which the speeches of the Labour Minister were 
Pouted and circulated 1 . It is for you to controvert that. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja $ir NAZIMUODIN: I do not know which 

speeches he is referring to. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: During the last jute 
strike the speeches of the Hon’ble Labour Minister and the Chief 
Minister were circulated in the labour areas printed in different 
languages, namely, Bengali, Hindi and other languages. I want to 
know from which fund these expenses were defrayed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a matter for the 
Labour Minister to answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: With the permission of 
the Hon’ble Home Minister I may reply to this question by stating 
that the expenses of printing and oil dilating those speeches were met 
from the ordinary fund ot Government. I may infoim the honourable 
member who has spoken that 1 intend to circulate another speech on 
similar lines. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state from which funds the expenses of the 
Hon’ble Labotir Minister’s so-called Majdur Gazette are subsidised. 

TfeMWble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not subsidised. 

yfhe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That, Sir, is a question 
/which is unworthy of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, you must withdraw 
your expression. Prima facie as the question stands, it is as from 
what funds the Majdur Gazette is subsidised jusl as the previous question 
was from what funds the cost of printing and circulating the Labour 
Minister’s speeches was met. As such the question is in order and 
the expression “unworthy of this House” should be withdrawn. 

The HCfl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am prepared to 
withdraw that expression but may I be permitted to point out that 
the question was: “from what funds the Hon’ble Labour Minister’s 
Majdur Gazette was subsidised” was an insinuation which I object 
to. The member is entitled to ask for plain answers; but I do submit 
that you might protect our position by not permitting members to 
make such insinuations. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not allow Mr. Dutta Mazumdar to put a 
question as from what funds the Hon’ble Labour Minister’s Majdur 
Gazette is subsidised. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUffDAR: Sir, I may submit 
that that was not my question. I asked from what funds the expenses 
for the Majdur paper were defrayed. There was absolutely no insinua- 
tion in my question. The Hon’ble Labour Minister is suffering’ from 
the suspicion which is in his own mind. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, as Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar says that he did not use the expression I submit it should 
be considered as final. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I may submit, Sir, that 
Mr. Dutta Mazuindar said so, and most of the members on Hus side 
of the House have heard it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not very happy about Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
waidy’s statement. When a member disavows an expression by all 
conventions the disavowal ought to be accepted. It is quite open to 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to say that owing’ to a misunderstanding of the 
question he said so and as such he did not mean what he said. Once 
a member disavows a statement it is not desirable to pursue the matter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point of order 
is this that when a member puts a question the Speaker only looks to the 
propriety of it as to whether it is in order or not. After my question 
was allowed and the Hon’ble Minister had replied to it, the Hon’ble 
Speaker has given his ruling that the Labour Minister should withdraw 
his remark; I wish to know whether'the expression will be withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is slightly different. Inasmuch as 
1 must accept your statement 1 must accept Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy’ s 
statement also. If the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has misheard your 
question, I must give him the benefit of that as I am giving you the 
benefit* of your statement. I accept your statement that you did not 
say “the Hon’ble Minister’s Majdur Gazette ' ’. At the same time I 
must. also accept the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy’s statement that he 
misunderstood your question and he couched his answer accordingly. 
I think he was justified in feeling hurt but 1 think that m spite of 
ihat he should never have used the expression “not worthy of this 
House.” 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether under demand for grant No. 11. there is an 
item for Es. 2,000, for publicity expenses and under contingencies 
sums are provided out of which propaganda expenses can he met? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever has beer 
provided is mentioned in the budget. No new fund has been createc 
except those which has been placed before the House and accepted bj 
the House. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that th< 
circulation of the Labour Minister’s speeches created a very healthy 
atmosphere in the areas in which they were circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the state 
ment of the Labour Minister that many more speeches were going tc 
be circulated (A voice: one more), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
to state whether that will necessitate bringing that up in the supple- 
mentary budget ? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If it be necessary it 

will come up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I submit a point of order it 
you will kindly allow me to do so 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am tired of your points of order. 1 hope you 
will not misunderstand me. We are near about 45 minutes and we 
have still to go through the unstarred questions. It is for me to decide 
whether I should allow any further points of order. I have allowed 
the utmost liberty with reference to this supplementary question. I 
think that you, Hr. Sanyal, wdll also realise in your cool moments that 
we have to go through the whole list of unstarred questions. In view 
of this I hope you will realise that it is perfectly within my rights to 
refuse you to raise any further points. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I am not questioning your 
rights; but what I am submitting is that so long as the allotted time 
is not finished and we have relevant questions, you will kindly allow 
us time to put our questions. If, however, you are not prepared to 
do so, you have got the privilege of disallowing questions at any time. 
But I submit that so long as my questions are relevant and not barred 
by the rules, I may be allowed to put them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have definitely decided after full consideration, 
unless the House decides to the contrary, that in this matter I shall 
be correct in my interpretation of the present rule that even within the 
full one hour it is for me as the custodian of the interests and privileges 
of this House to see that the questions are answered in a manner I 
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think fit and proper. I further feel that it is open to me that after 
allowing a certain number of supplementary questions we should come 
to the next with a view to finish the questions within the time-limit 
and it is not for anybody to question it. Thai is the interpretation 
and I will allow certainly legitimate questions arising out of it up to 
the time-liiuit ; and after that even though there may be supplementary 
questions, I do not think that it is within me to allow any more time 
and to-day 1 will have to leave some questions out. 

Breeding-bull in the Union Board of Batanal, Hooghly district. 

*156. Babu RADHANATH DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the breeding-bull supplied by the 

Government to the Union Board of Batanal in the district 
of Hooghly is being* used by the Circle-President of the said 
union for agricultural purposes? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, will he take 
to stop such misuse of precious breeding-bulls ? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): No such complaint has been brought to my notice, blit I am 
asking the District Magistrate to cause enquiries to be made and to 
take steps to prevent any misuse of the bull. 

Number of persons whose houses were searched by the police and 
the properties seized. 

*157. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
lo lay on the table a statement showing the figures for Bengal for the 
year 1936 in respect of the following : — 

(/) the number of persons whose bouses were searched; 

(ii) the number of persons from whose houses properties were 
seized ; 

(m) the number of persons whose properties were returned by 
Magistrates; and 

(iv) the number of persons (1) arrested, (2) released on bails by 
the Police, (3) released on bails by Magistrates, (4) detain- 
ed in hajdt with the period of detention, (5) discharged 
without trial, and (6) actually tried; respectively? 
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( b ) Is it a fact that in a large number of cases — 

(?) searches of houses; 

(ii) seizure of genuine properties; and 

(Hi) arrest of persons have been made without any result? 

( c ) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for harassing people in this 
manner ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information is not 
readily available and its collection and compilation would involve an 
undue amount of time and labour which Government regret they are 
unable to undertake. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state when he received notice of this question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What steps have Govern- 
ment taken to gather the information asked for in the question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii, 1 have nothing 
further to add. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Were any steps taken? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we could judge 
from the nature of the question that if we tried to ascertain the infor- 
mation it would take a lot of time and labour. Therefore we decided 
to answer it in the manner in which it has been done. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, is it not a fact 
that in this particular ease, the Hon’ble Minister is withholding from 
the public all the information asked for in order to prevent the facts 
being disclosed in a large number of cases? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, I am sorry 1 cannot allow 
you to adduce any reasons in your question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that in a large number of 
cases house searches, seizure of genuine properties and arrests were 
without any result and without incriminating anybody and therefore 
in order to cover all these matters, the information has been withheld? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly not, Sir. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Austin* Sub- Inspectors and Assistant Sub- Inspectors in the Police force 
both Civil and Military. 

153. Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: Will 
he Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be 
►leased to lay on the table a statement showing the strength of the 
Muslims as Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors in the Police 
orce both Civil and Military working in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement giving the 
igures as they stood on the 31st December, 1936, is laid on the table. 

statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 153 
showing the strength of the Muslims as Sub-Inspectors and Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors in the Police force in Bengal. 


Total Number of 

Number. Muslims. 

Sub-Inspectors ... ... 1,827 659 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors ... 1,630 466 


Maultti ABDUL BARI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to^ 
date whether he is thinking ol raising the number of Muhammadan 
tab-inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors in the cadre? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the question of 
■e serving a certain percentage of appointments for Muhammadan and 
schedule Caste candidates will come under the consideration of Govern- 
nent in the near future. 

Chaukidars and dafadars. 

154. Maulvi MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
n charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to slate the 
otal number of chaukidars and dafadars that were in the service and 
>uy of the union boards, union committees and the union panchayets 
11 ihe Province of Bengal during 1936-37? 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Total number of chau- 
talars and dafadars employed in the province during the year 1936 was 
‘5,174. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state what amount was spent on the pay of dafadars and chaukidars 
by the union boards in the year 1936-37 ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I ask for notice. 
Jute-growers. 

155. Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Departmenl 
be pleased to state wnether the Government is aware that the pool 
jute-growers are very much harassed by the unsteadiness of jute 
weight? 

( b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, then do the Governmeni 
contemplate to remove this hardship by legislation very shortly? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) Yes. 

(b) Under the Government of India Act, 1935, the “establishmen 
of standards of weight” is a subject for Federal legislation and tin 
Provincial Government cannot undertake legislation for standardisatioi 
of weight. The whole matter is however under the consideration o: 
Government. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the ITon’ble Minister awar< 
that the Government of Bombay has established a department n 
standardised weights and measures? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Has this Government made : 
representation to the Government of India about standardisation o 
weights ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: We are in corre- 
spondence with the Government of India on this point. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the HoiTble Minister b( 
pleased to state if there is any prohibition as regards appointing 
Inspectors to check correct weights and measures by the Provincial 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have not examine 
this question. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Is there any difficulty in standardis- 
ing weights within the province of Bengal, especially with respect o! 
jute. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: That is a question o! 
opinion. 
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Pressure of work in Registration Offices. 

156. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADJR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that 
due to heavy pressure of work in several Registration Offices, the 
public are undergoing serious inconveniences during the brisk season? 

( b ) Is it a fact that a maximum number of registration which can 
be reasonably performed in course of a year has been fixed ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of offices where this number 
exceeded in 1930 and the step proposed to be taken to open joint offices 
in these places in order to relieve the congestion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) It is true that, in some 
offices, the pressure of work is heavy during the busy months of 
registration, but no complaint of public inconvenience at these offices 
has been received. 

(b) No decision in this respect has been arrived at by Government 

yet. 

(a) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that for six months in a year these officers have got very little work? 

The H&n'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not uniformly 
correct, but in some cases it is. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is the Double Minister aware 
that a large number of people of Laksham addressed a petition, dated 
the lltli February, to (jovernment stating their inconvenience due to 
pressure of work ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not come across 
any such petition. 


Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal. 

157. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state the number of Land 
Mortgage Banks so far established in the province ? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to set up other 
kuch banks in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Five. 

(b) The question is being examined, but lack of facilities for 
summary recovery of defaulted instalments seriously hampers their 
e xtension. 

22 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that apart from the question of defaults intervening in the proper 
function o± the l&nd mortgage banks there are other reasons as well 
and, if so, what are those other reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I must ask 
for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that land mortgage banks have not functioned properly because they 
have not been managed as they ought to be? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is a 
matter of opinion. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: In view of 
lack of facilities for summary recovery, does the Hon’ble Minister think 
it desirable to write off some of the defaulted instalments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It depends 
on the nature of those defaults. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
land mortgage banks are now controlled and managed by directors, 
some of whom are appointed or nominated by the Registrar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I ask tor 

notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. If he 
requires notice on such a question as I have just put, I submit he is 
simply evading the answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry to say I have no power to compel a 
Minisler to answer a question and whether he is evading the answer 
or not is a matter of pure opinion. Yon can draw your own conclusion 
just as well as 1 can from the answer given. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL 1 . is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the 4 land mortgage hanks established in the beginning have 
ceased to function? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware, Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How much money has been contributed 
by Government towards these 5 land mortgage banks? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: A guarantee 
of Rs. 12J lakhs. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is it not a fact that the land mortgage 
hanks are not functioning properly owing to paucity of funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is not 
so, Sir. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: How much time will he neces- 
sary for examining the question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would advise you not to persist in putting this 
question after receiving answers to similar questions during the last 
few days. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Was the paucity of funds due to 
want of credit of Government *o far as the administration of land 
mortgage hanks are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would say, 
no. 

Sir Douglas Stuart Bart, Kt. 

158. Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: ( a ) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department he pleased to state if Sir Douglas Stuart Bart is a nomi- 
nated member of the Dacca District Board? 

(b) Has he left the province of Bengal more than a year ago? 

( c ) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state whether he 
submitted his resignation of membership to the Chairman, District 
Board ? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether his resignation was accepted by 
the District Board, Dacca? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when it was accepted ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale whether the Gov- 
ernment intend to nominate another in place of Sir Douglas Stuart 
Bart ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : (a) to (c) Yes. 

( d ) and (e) His resignation was accepted by the District Board 
iu their meeting held on the 30th August, 1937. 

(/) Yes. 
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Establishment of a model sanitary area under police-station Habra, 
24-Parganas. 

159. Babu PATIRAM ROY! (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department aware that the Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, failed to substantiate his scheme to establish a 
model sanitary area with the help of some union hoards under police- 
station Habra, 24-Parganas, for want of funds ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if such scheme has been approved by the 
Government? If not, why not? 

(c) Is the llon’ble Minister considering the desirability of financing 
the scheme on the line adopted? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) No. 

( b ) and (r) Do not arise. 


Appointment of the Secretary, Indian Central Jute Committee. 

160, Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ot the Agricult are and Industries Department be pleased to 
slate whether — 

(i) the Government of Bengal was consulted in the matter oi 
appointment of the Secretary, Indian Central Jute Com- 
mittee ; 

(?/) the Government of Bengal was consulted in the matter of the 
appointments of the Senior Marketing Otlicer, Marketing 
Officer and two Assistant Marketing Officers, recently 
appointed under the Central Jute Committee; and 

( iii ) the Secretary to the Government, of Bengal, Agriculture 
Department, or the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, or any 
other official representing the Government of Bengal was 
taken on the Sub-Committee making these appointments? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(i) and (n) No. 

(Hi) My information is that the appointments referred to were made 
by the Central Jute Committee itself. There was a sub-committee for 
interviewing candidates which consisted of four members, of whom two 
were Bengal representatives. 
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Deletion of certain matters from the newspapers before supplying them 
to the detenus. 

161. Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home (Special) Department he pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that portions of the Statesman and other 

approved papers containing* questions in the Indian Legisla- 
tive Assembly regarding the detenus, and other matters deal- 
ing with them, are censored and not passed on to the detenus 
of Deoli and other detention camps; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that foreign periodicals are subscribed by 

the detenus living in camps; 

( in) whether it is a fact that articles in these foreign periodicals 
dealing with international situation are censored and not 
passed on to detenus; and 

(ie) whether it is a fact that standard books on the Materialism and 
Marxian Philosophy are not allowed to the detenus while 
books supporting anti-Marxian Philosophy are freely 
supplied to them? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in tire affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? 

( c ) Do the present Government contemplate any change of policy in 
this regard? 

The HotPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) 1 am not in a posi- 
tion to give any information about the Deoli Jail which is not under the 
administrative control of this Government. The outside page of adver- 
tisements is deleted from a newspaper before it is supplied to detenus. I 
am not aware of the excision of other matter from newspapers. 

(ii) They are permitted to subscribe to certain foreign periodicals. 

(Hi) I have no information, but Commandants have powers of 
censorship. 

(iv) Detenus are allowed to purchase books on political and economic 
movements which have been prescribed by a University for examinations 
or have been written by authors w hose names are an adequate guarantee 
°f a balanced treatment of the subject. No detenu is required to pay for 
a book which he does not want. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 
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Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERiTEE : Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal bear the main- 
tenance cost of detenus in the Deoli Detention Camp? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: In that case, is it not the duty 
of Government to obtain the information about those detenus asked for 
by members of this House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
in this House that detenus in the Deoli Detention Camp are under the 
administrative control of the Government of India and anything con- 
cerning what is under the administrative control of the Government 
of India cannot be answered in this House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it not a fact that journals like 
the Amnia Bazar Patrika , the Advance and the Provashi, etc., are nol 
allowed to detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as Deoli is con- 
cerned, I cannot say anything and so far as other detenus are concerned 
I submit it does not arise out of this question. 


Medical Officers in the Bengal Medical Service. 

162. Dr. SYED MUHAMMAD SIDDIQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Departmen 1 be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of Medical Officer® in the Bengal Medical 

Service and in the Subordinate Medical Service; 

(b) how many of them are Muhammadans ; 

(c) how many of the Medical Office? s in the Bengal Medical 

Service have been placed in the cadre of Civil Surgeons; 

( d ) how many of the posts in the cadre of Civil Surgeons are held 

by Muhammadan officers ; 

(e) whether there is any Government order fixing the proportions 

of the Muhammadan appointments both in case of (a) and 
in ease of {c ) ; 

(/) if so, whethei that proportion has been reached; and 

(g) if not, whether the Government are contemplating the desir- 
ability of making up that proportion ? 
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The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : (a) Bengal Medical 
Service — Upper 162 and Lower 282. 

(6) Assistant Surgeons 28 and Sub- Assistant Surgeons 35. 

(cy 13 (of which 10 are permanent and 3 officiating). 

(d) None at present. 

(e) Government passed orders in 1926 fixing 33^ per cent, as the 
proportion of new appointments by direct recruitment in the Bengal 
Medical Service (Upper and Lower) to be given to Muhammadans. 
There is no Government order fixing the proportion of Muhammadan 
appointments in the rank of Civil Surgeon, promotions to which are 
made on Hie basis of seniority and merit. 

(/) and (//) The member is referred to the reply given in the pre- 
sent session of the Assembly to clause (b) of unstarred question 
'No. 139 asked by Mr. Aftab Hossain Joaidar. 


Epidemic dropsy due to mustard oil. 

163. Mr. MUHAMMAD SOLAIMAN: <>/) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Vuhlic Health and Local Self-Government Depaitment 
aware that — 

(i) the medical authorities have opined that certain brands of 

mustard oil produce, if consumed, epidemic dropsy cum- 
in only known as Ben Beri : 

(ii) mustard oil is canned in unhygienic conditions by various 

dealers; and 

(Hi) the practice in (ii) above produces dangerous effect on health? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon 1 hie 
Minister be pleased to state wbat remedial measures are taken to — 

(0 prevent the use of unhygienic canisters by various dealers; 

(ii) prevent the sale of adulterated mustard oil ; and 

(Hi) prevent the filling of mustard oil in old and unclean canisters? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (/) Investigations 
earned out by Medical. Officers show that adulterated mustard oil in 
certain instances is capable of producing epidemic dropsy in human 
beings. 

(H) I have no definite information. 

(in) If the oil is canned under unhygienic conditions, it mav cause 
harmful effects. 
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(b) The hon’ble member is referred to sections 427 to 432 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, and sections 418 to 426 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, under which the municipalities in Bengal have 
adequate power to deal with the use of unhygienic canisters for the 
storage of mustard oil. Under the provisions of Chapter XXYIII of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, and the provisions of the Bengal Food 
Adulteration Act, 1919, the local bodies have power to take 
adequate action against the adulteration of mustard oil. 


Tender for the uniform of menials. 

164. Mr. DH IRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance "Department be pledged to 
state whether it is a tact that in accepting teuder for’ the* uniform 
of menials in the Secret aiial, -Japanese cloth was purchased in prefer- 
ence to Indian ? 

(b) If' the answei to clause (n) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reasons win Bengal mill-made 
stuff was not preferred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN SARKER: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Chattarpaiya Dacoity case, Noakhali. 

165. Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that in the Chattarpaiya Dacoity case in 
the Noakhali district 85 persons were arrested ; 

(n) iliat the arrested persons were acquitted; and 
(hi) that the Sub-Inspector in charge of the case was given a reward 
of Bs. 100? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) and (ii) In this case 
78 persons were arrested and 38 persons were sent up for trial. Among 
these 38, 24 men were committed to the Court of Sessions where 15 men 
were convicted. On appeal they were acquitted by the Hon’ble High 
Court. 

(hi) Yes, in consideration of the specially arduous nature of his 
work for a long time. 
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Vesting of powers of Certificate Officers to certain Khas Tahsildars in 

Noakhali. 

166. Mr. 6YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state on what prin- 
ciples Khas Tahsildars who are mere Kanungoes and also who are in 
charge of the realisation of rent in their respective circles in the district 
at Noakhali have been vested with the power of Certificate Officers 
under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act of 1918 and thereby 
the functions of the Certificate Holder and Certificate Officer have been 
amalgamated in one and the same person ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware that the result of such 
amalgamation of functions quite conlrary to the elementary principles 
yf justice aaid equity in one and the same person is simply disastrous, 
inasmuch as such Khas Tahsildars are often found to defy even the 
mandatory provisions of law in their inordinate anxiety to show up-to- 
date and maximum collection in their respective circles? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of dividing the 
functions as before and appointing responsible and experienced officers 
not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector as Certificate Officers 
having nothing to do with collection works? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The member is 
referred to the reply gi\en to unstarred question No. 84 asked at this 
Session of t lie Assembly. 

Persons arrested after their acquittal under the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrages Act since 1930. 

167. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department lie 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since 1930 — 

(a) the numlier of persons arrested up to date after their acquittal 

in criminal prosecutions under — 

(i) the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
iii) the Bengal Regulation III of 1818, and 
(in) the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act; 

(b) the number of persons arrested up to date after having served 

sentences in criminal prosecutions under the said Acts : 

(c) the number of persons detained or restrained under the said 

Acts above and have been refused personal allowance with 
grounds for such refusal ; and 
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(d) "the number of persons detained or restrained under the said 
Acts above and have been refused family allowance with 
grounds for such refusal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (it) As far as 
can be ascertained from an examination of records the numbers are 
respectively 99 and nil. 

(a) (in) to ( d ) The information desired cannot be obtained without 
an elaborate enquiry which Government are not prepared to undertake. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: May I rise on a question of 
the privilege of the House? It appears that the Hon’ble Ministers are 
capable of answering all other questions except those relating to 
detenus when they give the stereotyped replies that the information 
desired cannot be obtained without undertaking elaborate time and 
labour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can take it that I am quite helpless in the 
matter. The House has certainly got full control over the Ministers 
and if the House so desires it can compel the Ministers to answer 
questions in the wav it thinks the questions should be answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May 1 suggest that 
hon’ble members will not ask such questions in future? 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May I suggest to the Hon’ble 
Minister that the Cabinet should abdicate so that such questions may 
not arise? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit it is not an 

abuse of the privilege of the House not to be able to answer questions 
that are not meant for specify points about specific things. In this 
case a number of questions have been put which it is not possible to 
answer because it is extremely difficult io collect the information 
required. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Can the Hon’ble 

Member make a reflection on the Speaker after these questions have 
been admitted by you, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So long as a question has been admitted and it i 0 
before the House I do not think it desirable for anybody to say that it 
is an abuse of the privilege of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I admit that it complies 
with the rules and that it does not offend against them but I say it 19 
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in abuse of the privilege of the House, when the number of questions 
s limited to 12 to put supplementary questions in the manner in 
vhirh they are being put. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Has not the Hon’ble Minister 
hallenged the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. SPEAKER : As I have often said I must always accept a 
ta lenient made by a member of the House. The Hon’ble Minister has 
aid that he does not mean any reflection on my ruling. As such I 
iceept his statement. As to whether a member is exercising his right 
n a particular manner or not I think that is purely a matfer of opinion, 
md I do not think I have any control over him. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: The rule about the 
[iiota of 12 questions refers to main questions and not to supple- 
nentary questions. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: With reference to answer («), 
chat is the basis of his information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The reports received 
rom local officers. 


Mother of internee, Babu Chandra Kumar Sarkar. 

168. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

u) that the mother of Babu Chandra Kumar Sarkar, an internee 
from the town of Comilla and interned in Deoli Detention 
Camp, is in distressed condition; 

\n) that the other brother of the detenu who had been the earning 
member of the family lias gone mad; 

f ui) that there were repealed petitions from the mother for some 
provision for her maintenance; and 

w») that Government has not made any provision for the mother? 

(/>) Is the Government proposing taking any action in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (/) A representation 
0 this effect has been received. 

t'f) I am informed that the detenu’s brother is sane, and fit for 

frork. 

il ii) Several petitions for allowance have been received from the 

family. 
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(iv) My information is that at the time of the detenu's arrest h 
was dependent on his brother, who supported their mother. No allow 
ance has therefore been made to the latter. 

(b) I am making* further inquiries legarding the condition of th 
family and will consider whether an allowance should now be granted 
regard being had to the provision in section 12 of the Bengal* Crimina 
Law; Amendment Act, 1930, that the allowance which Governmen 
may make to the family of a detenu should not exceed the amoun 
which in their opinion he himself would have been able to make, i 
at liberty. 

* 

Cases of detenus examined by the present Government. 

169. Mr. KISHORI PATI ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Miniate: 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to lay on tin 
table a statement showing the number of eases of detenus that hav< 
been examined by the present Government with the result of sue! 
examination? 

(b) Do the Government propose to bring to open trial those whnu 
they consider guilty? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that I an 
not in a position to comply with the request of the hon’hle member ai 
cases are continually coming up to me for review and T have kept nc 
count of them. I would however invite attention to the passage ii 
my statement of the 9th August in which T said that since the 1st 
April some form of relaxation had been decided on in about 900 cases. 
(b) No; detention is preventive and not punitive. 


Health of the State prisoners under Regulation III of 1818. 

170. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing in detail the present 
state of health of the twenty-one State prisoners under Regulation III 
of 1818 belonging to this province? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are 16 State 
prisoners under Regulation III of 1818. From the latest reports which 
I have received it appears that 12 of them are in satisfactory health; 
one is suffering from colitis but is improving under treatment, on 0 
from gout, cold and insomnia, one from constipation and one from 
piles and insomnia. 
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8uicide by detenus and other restricted persons since 1930. 

171. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since 1930 the number 
detenus and persons restrained for political reasons under the various 
Acts in force in Bengal that have committed suicide? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that detenu Nirendra Lai Bhattacharji committed suicide at 
the Hijli Detention Camp in February, 1930; and 

(iV) that he had been suffering for a considerable time previous to 
the fatal step he took, from indigestion and pain all over 
the body? 

(c) It the answer to (b) {n) is in the affirmative, what steps did 
the Camp authorities take to provide him with suitable medicines? 

(d) Is it a lact that the medicines prescribed by the then Civil 
Surgeon ol Midnapore who examined the detenu some days prior to 
his committing suicide were never supplied in spite ol the detenu’s 
lepeated petitions to the Government, the last, one having been written 
two days before lie committed suicide? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Eight detenus and, 
as far as I am aware, one other restricted person have committed 
suicide since 1930. 

(b) (f) Ten. 

[b) (ii) and iy) Some fellow detenus deposed at the inquest that 
the deceased had been complaining of dysentery and heart disease tor 
some time, and that he had complained of pain in his joints and was 
massaged by one of his friends before going to bed on the night on 
which he died. The deceased had, since his arrival in the Hijli Camp 
on the 12th October, 1934, been in indifferent health apparently owing 
to chronic dysentery. At first he refused to co-operate with the medi- 
cal staff, but was later on persuaded by the Commandant, to follow the 
medical advice given him. From the middle of October, 1935, he was 
given a course of emetine injections followed by a course of stovarsol. 
Oil the 1st November, 1935, the detenu was put up before the Civil 
burgeon who prescribed a course of Thyroid extract. The course con* 
fasting of 23 treatments was completed on the 1st December, 1935. 
A course of "Calcium injection was commenced in November, but as 
there was an outbreak of small-pox in the Camp and as the detenu was 
vaccinated, the treatment was suspended for some time and resumed 
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in the last week of January, 1936. On the 15th December, 1935, he 
was given a tonic which lasted until the day of his death; and on 
the day before his death he was given Cod Liver Oil emulsion. 

( d ) It does not appear from the records that the Civil Surgeon 
prescribed any medicine after the 1st November, 1935. The medicine 
then prescribed was given to the detenu. There is no record of any 
complaint having been made to the Commandant or Assistant Com- 
mandant by the detenu during the month before his death. 


Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chattopadhaya. 

172. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chatto^, 
padhaya has recently been transferred to Charkekra in the district of 
Noakhali ? 

(b) Was it ascertained beforehand that the place is not an unhealthy 
one ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said detenu has to attend the thana which 
is a mile off from the place of his detention once daily through mud 
and water? 

(d) Is there any arrangement for medical help there? 

(e) Was any Medical Officer consulted as to the suitability of the 
place before his transfer to that char? 

(/) Is it a fact that Satya Babu had to travel by third class from 
Sealdah to Noakhali? 

(g) Had he any attack of Pharyngitis on his way to Noakhali and 
was he sent to the Noakhali Hospital for that? 

(h) What was his weight in March last and was there any lpss of 
weight since March last? 

(i) Is it a fact that a sum of Rs. 25 only has been granted to him 
as his maintenance allowance at Charkekra? 

(;) Did the Government take into consideration the cost of living 
at the place at the time of fixing the allowance? 

( k ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state the measure- 
ment of the hut at which the detenu is permitted to live? 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, in June last. 

(b) The place is not unhealthy. 

(c) The detenu has to report daily at the thana which is about 
a quarter mile off. I understand that one can reach the thana by a 
District Board Road from the detenu’s quarters. 
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(d) There is a District Board Dispensary. 

( e ) Does not arise. 

(/) and (/;) I have no information. 

( h ) Detenus in village domicile are not weighed. 

( i ) and (j) Yes. 

(k) I have no information about this detenu’s quarteis. The nor- 
mal dimensions of the living room of a detenu in village domicile are 
10 to 12 feet square and 10 to 12 feet high with a verandah 5 to 6 

feet wide. 


Srimati Prafulla Naiini Brahma. 

173. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Srimati Prafulla Naiini Brahma \\a^ an internee in the 
house of her father at Comilla ; 

(li) that on the eighth day of her last illness the father of the 
internee wrote to the District Magistrate, Tippera, requesting 
him to make arrangement for her proper treatment; 

(in) that she died after a piotraeted illness for about one month; 
and 

(iv) that no arrangement was made for her treatment till two days 
before her death!' 

(b) Is the Hon’ ble Minister also aware — 

(i) that the young men who carried the dead body to the cremation 
ground at Comilla were sent for by t lie Intelligom e Branch, 
Comilla ; 

(it) that two of them were beaten causing bleeding and injury on 
their persons by the officers of the Intelligence Branch, 
Comilla; and 

(Hi) that the father of one of the young men, Babu Radluka Mohan 
Mukherjee, Muktear, Comilla, complained to the Superin- 
tendent of Police and to the District Magistrate of Tippera 
against the torture upon his young son but without any 
effect ? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ ble Minister considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the matter referred to in (b)? 

The Hovi’fole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I welcome this opportun- 
ity of removing any misapprehensions which may be entertained about 
this case. Miss Prafulla Naiini Brahma after a period of detention in 
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Hijli Detention Jail, and in the ^ village home -of her family, was 
interned in her father’s house in Cqmilla in October, 1935. In a letter 
received from her in December, 1936, she asked for an opportunity to 
do some Work from which it can be concluded that she was then in good 
health. On the 3rd February her father reported to the District Magis- 
trate that she was ill, and was told on the same day that as she was in 
her own borne arrangements for her treatment would have to be made 
by him. Nothing more was heard about the lady’s illness until the 18th 
February, but it is known that she was being attended by two well- 
known local doctors, one of whom was a relative of the family. On the 
18th the Military Intelligence Officer hearing that she was dangerously 
ill went to her father’s house and persuaded the family to call in the 
Medical Officer in charge of the troops stationed at Comilla. This 
officer, a Captain in the Indian Medical Service, visited the dec eased on 
the 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st; he did not accept any fees after the first 
visit. The District Magistrate, on his own responsibility, sent for a 
nurse from Dacca but the detenu died shortly after her arrival. 

A number of young men who carried red flags with the device of the 
hammer and sickle and shouted revolutionary slogans when the dead 
body was being taken to the cremation ground, were instructed to 
attend at the office of the Intelligence Branch, where they were ques- 
tioned. It is untrue that two of them were beaten as insinuated in 
clause (b) (ii) of the question. A complaint, dated the 28th of Febru- 
ary, that one of the young men had been beaten was received on the 
2nd of March, but on inquiry it was found to be without any foundation. 
I am satisfied that Government officers showed all possible considera- 
tion to Miss Brahma and her family, and I see no reason for making 
any further inquiries. 

Mr, HARENDRA KUMAR SURs With reference to answer ( b ), 
was that enquiry confidential or public? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There was no public 
enquiry. 


Civil Surgeons. 

174. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state the total number of Civil Surgeons in the province? 

(b) How many of them are Mussalmans? 

( c ) How many of them are the scheduled castes f 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total number 
of Assistant Surgeon? 
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(e) How many ui mem ara Mussalmans? 

(/) How many of them are scheduled castes? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total number 
of Assistant Surgeons recruited during the last five years and how many 
of them happened to be — 

(i) Mussalmans; and 

(it) Scheduled Castes? 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total number 
of Mussalmans that passed the M.B. or the allied examinations during 
the said year? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) Total number- 
27. 

(b) None at present. 

(c) None. 

( d ) 162 (including* Bengal Medical Service Civil Surgeons and tem- 
porary Assistant Surgeons). 

(e) Mussalmans — 28. 

(/) Scheduled castes — 5. 

(g) Total number — 65. 

(i) Mussalmans — 21. 

(ii) Scheduled castes — 6. 

(b) M.lt. 64 and B.M.F. 12. 

Mr. MON MOHAN DAS: With reference to answer ( g)(n ), do the 
six members belong to the scheduled castes or any other minority com- 
munity ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: The answer is clear, 
viz., scheduled castes 6, so that question does not arise. 

Assistant Sub* Inspectors promoted to officiate as Sub- Inspectors of 
Police, Jessore. 

175. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay a state- 
ment showing for the district of Jessore — 

(i) the 1 present total number of Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police ; 

(ii) the numbqr of Assistant Sub-Inspectors promoted to officiate 

as Sub-Inspectors of Police since the 1st January, 1929; 


23 
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(Hi) the number confirmed as Sub-Inspectors of Police out of that; 
and 

( iv ) the number reverted to Assistant Sub-Inspectorship with 
(a) their names, ( b ) the dates of their appointment, (c) the 
dates on which each of them was allowed to officiate in high- 
er posts, and ( d ) the dates on which each of them was 
reverted ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) 48, (ii) 34 and 
(Hi) 7. 

(iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the six Assistant Sub-Inspectors who had been 
officiating as Sub-Inspectors of Police for a long time and have been 
reverted now will be given a chance to officiate as Sub-Inspectors 
again ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It depends on their 
work. 



Statement referred to in the answer to clause (iv) of unstarred question No. 175. 

District Jessore. 
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Submission about questions and answers. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I want to make a submission to 
you, Sir, about questions and answers. My submission is that the 
dates on which particular questions are received may be printed along 
with thq answers. This system is followed in the Central Legislature 
at Delhi and Simla so that members may know when the questions 
were received. I think the same procedure may be followed here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: if you will kindly draw my attention to it about 
a month before the commencement of the next session, I shall certainly 
look into the matter and take necessary steps. 


Sanitation of Assembly House. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI : On a point of query, Sir, regarding the 
sanitary condition of this House. T think that it is desirable in the 
interests of sanitation that, as soon as the sitting of the Council is 
over, all the doors should remain open; otherwise Ihe House becomes 
very insanitary. 


Time schedule. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, with regard to 
the time schedule for the 17th and the J8th of this month we find that 
there is no business fixed for these two days, and I wonder whether 
you would allot another day for the discussion of resolutions on matters 
of public interest. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, as I explained to this 
House the other da\ , allotment oi days is not within the power of the 1 
Speaker. It is for the Governor to decide. I discussed this matter, 
with the leaders of the different groups, and the Hon’ble Ministers, and 
I understand that members are very anxious not to have any sitting 
on those two days, because they feel that it has been quite a long 
enough session already. That is the arrangement arrived at yesterday. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now resume the discussion of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. Before we proceed, I must say that 
1 feel vhry much grateful to Mr. Curtis Millar and Maulvi Abdul Bari 
for drawing my attention to the nature of the question which wa* put 
forward before the House, viz., the amendment moved by the Hon’ble 
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Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. I find that it is not at all in the nature 
of a drafting change as I originally thought it to be, but a substantial 
change. And not only that; I find that there is a reference in that 
draft which makes it desirable that that draft should be put before the 
House after section 26C is discussed, because, otherwise, the House 
would be put to the difficult position of passing a requirement which 
is coming before the House at a later stage. In those circumstances, 
I feel that it would be desirable to put the two clauses separately* and 
leave this out till we finish the other item, viz., section 26F. That 
may be left for the time being. Do you agree to this, Sir Bijoy? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: On a point of order, Sir. May we ask 
your mling with regard to this amendment? Yesterday you very 
kindly gave us time to consider it, and we have now had the amend- 
ment in our hands since the House met to-day. It appears to bring in 
something on which we would like to have your ruling, as to whether 
it is, or is not, within the scope of the Bill. The amendment proposes 
to grant a right of pre-emption to co-sharers. The clause to which it 
is an amendment relates to a totally different kind of pre-emption — a 
pre-emption based upon property. The two are fundamentally different 
in character, and we would like when the time comes to have your 
ruling as to whether this new clause can arise at all. We raise this 
point of order, Sir, merely on a point of procedure, and not in con- 
nection with the merits of the proposal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards section 2GF, I think the House will 
understand that I want to put off section 2GF till a later stage, and as 
such, I do not think that the matter is really one which is likely to 
come up to-day at all. And if it comes up, it will oome up on the 20th 
September, and I would then give my decision, as to whether it is 
within the scope of the Bill or not, because it w r ill affect not only 
this amendment, but also tbe substantive amendment moved by 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. Both of them stand on the same footing; 
if one is to be ruled out, the other also has to be ruled out, and I 
promise to give my decision on tbe 20th of Sepiember next, i.e. f next 
Monday. In the meantime we can discuss sections 26T) and 26E. I 
think I can keep out section 26F from to-day’s discussion, and put 
sections 2GH and 26E separately as I did yesterday. Am~I correct, 
Sir Bijov? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that' section 
26D be repealed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that section 
26E be lep&tled. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That leaves out section 26F for the time being.* 
We will now proceed to the other sections. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then I take it that my amend- 
ment will be taken up along with the consideration of section 26E. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have to seek your protec- 
tion on the point of order raised by Mr. Millar. May I take it that 
you will consult the leaders of the different groups or permit other 
questions to be raised in connection with the point raised by 
Mr. Millar? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, as a matter of fact if I have to give 
a ruling it will be not merely in connection with a particular clause 
but in connection with any other clause to whicli amendments may be 
moved. As you know, I Inn e already asked for a note from members, 
who have tabled amendments and which I tentatively consider to be 
out of scope, giving their views in this matter, so that they may be 
taken up for consideration. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of order. 
Sir. As regards other clauses which do not come within the scope of 
the Bill, the questions that relate to those clauses are altogether 
different, because it is a repealing clause. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, I quite see your point. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Shall I take up clause 3 or clause 4 now? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of order 
again, Sir. It is the practice in the House of Commons that post- 
poned clauses should be taken up after all the clauses have been gone 
into, unless there is a specific order to the effect that “particular 
clause oF/dauses must be taken up at a certain stage.” 

,Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely in the discretion of the Chair. [ 
now want to know whether clause 3 should be taken up later, so that 
we could take up clause 4 now. 
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Mf« 8UREMDRA NATH BISWAS: In my submission, Sir, clause 
4 should come up first, for it states the number of sections which are 
to be repealed. 


/ Mr. SPEAKER: My idea is that we should finish clauses 4 and 6 
first and then take up clauses 3 and 7 together which are repealing 
provisions. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it your ruling, 
Sir, that we take up clause 4 first ? 


Mr, SPEAKER: Yes. 


Clause 4. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of ordei, 
Sir. There are motions standing in the name of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge, and the practice is that the mover of the Bill ought to get 
precedence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I had prepared a note for my own use regarding 
these various amendments, which unfortunately I cannot find n^w. I 
find, however, that if Sir Bijoy moves his own amendments, then most 
of the other amendments will not arise. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With regard to 
these amendments, I find myself in some difficulty as some of them are 
consequential to section 2f>F, and, therefore, I was suggesting slight 
amendments to the amendments which I have already put in, because 
if the amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, as modified by me, 
is accepted by the House, then I shall have to move these amendments 
in a different form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not find anything in section 26F which 
requires that that section should be taken up first. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Besides, Sir, there is 
no reference to section 2(>F in clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: WhatJ wtnted 

to do, Sir, is to include in my amendments % 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the other hand, the existence of section 26F 
depends on the acceptance of clause 4. f * 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; amendments 
begin from No. 207 and end with No. 212. ■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems that, you have got no amendments under 
clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I submit, Sir, 
that, section 26F should be taken up first, because section 2(>0 is conse- 
quential to section 26F. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How is that so? I think that is not the case. 
Will you please explain? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I shall just 
explain. Section 20C also provides for the manner of transfer and 
notice to landlords, and section 2GF 

Mr. SPEAKER: But we have done away with the landlord’s 
transfer-fee, so bow is section 2(>(J affected by section 20 F? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Because if the 
notice-fee for landlords is deleted, the notice to the co-sharer tenant 
will come in there. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, you will have to move a fresh amend- 
ment to section 2GC. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: That is what I 
was going to do, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 submit, Sir, these two things 
are contradictory. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems you are going to nio\e a short -notice 
amendment as regards section 20C, and you also want us to take up 
consideration of section 20 F. There may he provision for notice u ndei 
many clauses. What about that? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: A. regards 


some of my amendments, the way in which I propose to deal with 
them is to include notice to Landlords and notice to co-sharer tenants 
in on$ provision. 


Mr. 'SPEAKER: That is in section 2GC, but notice to co-sharer 
tenants does not come in unless you accept section 26F. It is for you 
to decide what to do, because it is becoming a sort of jigsaw puzzle to 
me. r You say that a co-sharer’s right of pre-emption can be exercised 
under section 26F proceedings within a certain period of the notice? 
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The Hon’fole Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But notice to be given to the co-sharer is irrespec- 
tive of the right of pre-emption ! 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Quite so, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can quite understand that the notide to the 
co-sharer is irrespective of the right of pre-emption which is now being 
created for him. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I submit, Sir, that 
it is not so. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Otherwise, there would be no necessity — no legal 
necessity — of giving notice to the co-sharers. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, there is no 
legal necessity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, why do you make it so cumbrous ? On the 
other hand, section 20F, in the manner in which it has been drafted, 
makes the notice provided in section 2f)C unnecessary. If I put, it to the 
House and the House accepts it or rejects it, the House will be placed 
in a conundrum. 

My idea was to include all notices, namely, notices to the landlords, 
notices to the co-sharer tenants, on the assumption that 26F would be 
accepted. If 26F is not ultimately accepted, then under section 26C 
notice will be given only to landlords. Tf 26F is accepted, we shall have 
to provide again for notices to the co-sharer tenants in a different section. 
That would be rather cumbrous. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister is 
suffering from a confusion of thought. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is more correct do say that we are all 
suffering from it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: 26C contemplates the 
manner of transfer and notice to landlords only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have not seen the new provision in clause 4. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: I have seen it. My sub- * 

mission is that confusion should not be made between notice to the land- 
lord and notice to the co-sharer tenant. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for the Speaker to suggest any drafting 
material. I think the best thing for you to do whenymu provide a right 
by a substantive provision, to provide for the question of giving notice 
in that section also. You can transfer the provision of giving notices 
from section 2GC to 2GF afterwards. 

The HonWe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I accept that, but 
it would be better and more convenient if you can put all the notices in 
flection 2GC\ but T find it is rather inconvenient 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it is the practice to re-number the clauses 
later on. If both the clauses are taken together for the sake of con- 
venience, you are entitled to renmnhoi the substantive motion and 
separate the irrelevant jnorliou and move it as an amendment to section 
2GF at a later stage. I think it it is done there will be no difficulty at 
the third leading stage to re-number it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 accept it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 submit there ought to he a 
provision in section 2GC for notice to the co-sharer tenants. There are 
some amendments that will take 1 effect immediately alter t he mutation 
and transfer. Suppose a portion of t lie holding is transferred, the muta- 
tion and transfer will take place simultaneously . So the question of 
notice is inconsistent with section 2G(\ So there is no bar to provide 
for giving notice to the co-sharer tenant in 2GC before 2GF comes. On 
the other hand, if 2GF comes and in it there is a reference to notice under 
section 2GC, now as the Bill stands and as the present section stands in 
the Act, there is no provision for notice being given to the co-sharer 
tenants unless 2G0 is amended. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The draftsman can always avoid that by saying that 
notwithstanding anything contained in section 26C no transfer shall he 
valid unless it is further acconi]>anied by a further provision. That will 
legalise the section. • 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: There may be provision in 26C 
for giving notice to the co-sharer tenants but that will be irrelevant. 

Tht> Hon’bJe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 agree for the sake 

of simplicity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let is now proceed with amendment No. 207 
onwards. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move that 
in clause 4 in prqposed section 2GC(7) in line 12 the words “and a 
landlord's notice-fee of Re. 1“ be omitted. 

This is in pursuance of the Government, decision to do away with the, 
landlord’s notice-fee also. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: May 1 know why this 
change of attitude? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Because there is 

some misrepresentation and misconception about the notice-fee in some 
quarter. Government thought it better to do away with this provision 
so that it may not be interpreted as landlord s transfer-fee. 

T beg to move — 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 2GC (/), in line 12, the wolds 
“and a landlord’s notice fee of one rupee” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in promised section 2GO( / ) in lines 14 and 15 the 
words “and the jxrescribed cost of transmission of such notice fee to” 
be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 20C(2) in line 4 the words 
“notice tee” he omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 2GC(2) in line 4 the words 
“and transmission cost” he omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 2G( ?(.’!) in line 10 the words 
“notice fee” he omitted. 

That in clause 4 in promised section 2()0'(2) in lines 10 and 11 the 
words “and transmission cost” he omitted. 

All these are consequential. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the House understands th$ implication 
of t^e amendments moved by the Hon’ hie Minister. The implication is 
that along with each transfer there will he process-fee with no cost of 
transmission and landlord’s notice-fee. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, Sir, that is 
exactly what my amendments intend. 


Mr. G. MORGAN: May I ask a question? To whom will the notice 
be sent? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The effect of Sir Bijoy’s amendment will be that in 
case of any transfer it must be accompanied by a notice giving parti- 
culars of the transfer in the prescribed form, together with a process-fee 
prescribed for the service of such notice on the landlord or his common 
agent. That makes it clear. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 beg to move that in clause 4 in proposed sec- 
tion 26C(1) in line 4 after the word “bequest” the words “or gift includ- 
ing heba ” be inserted. 

Sir, I shall state my reasons in a sentence. The word “bequest” has 
been included in the amendment. For example, when there has been 
a bequest that deed of bequest will not be subjected to any landlord’s 
transfer-fee or the'dejwjsit of any transmission cost or anything conse- 
quent thereon. In the original Act, namely, the amendment of 1928, not 
only did the word “bequest” appear, but, Sir, the words “or gift includ- 
ing heba’' appeared. The reason is why the word “bequest” is put in is 
that it appears in the Hindu law but this word does not api>ear in the 
Muhammadan law. In the Muhammadan law the word “heba’ is used; 
but the implication of the word “bequest” is similar to the word “heba " . 
Therefore only to make some provision for a deed executed by a Muham- 
madan the words “or gift including heba ” were incorjx>ratod in the 
amended Act of 1928. Similarly, in the present provision the words “or 
gift including heba ” should be inserted after the word “ljequest” in the 
interest of the Muslim community. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: What is the procedure with 
regard to the “ heba s’ ’ ? Are they registered or not r 1 

The Han’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is very likely out- 
side the scope of the Bill, because this talks of registration. The sug- 
gestion is which document is to be registered and which not. This 
relates to section 128 of the Transfer of Property Act. 1 do not think 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act we can decide which document is to be 
registered and which not. I will ask my friend to consider that point. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: A gift by document is a bequest. A heba is 
a gift by document and so far as the deed of heba is concerned it may be 
either registered or unregistered. I submit that heba may also be oral. 
Therefore neither the Revenue Minister nor the Kumar Saheb is right in 
saying that it does not come within the purview of this section. In this 
connection, I would refer to section 261.). In the proviso we find there is 
provision for landlords’ fee in case of transfer ot a bequest including 
heba. If it was really a fact that the word bequest or gift could not be 
covered by this section, then surely these words would not have 
occurred in the Act which was very carefully drafted at that time. The 
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inclusion of the word “heba V means that it must be a registered docu- 
ment and therefore the transfer-fee should be paid. I do not see any 
reason why there should be any objection from Government side. 

’ V 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not understand the exact implication of Sir 
Bijoy’s amendment. As I understand it, section 26C provides that 
everything transferred excepting transfer by a bequest or sale in execu- 
tion of a decree must be registered. Therefore a bequest or for the 
matter of' that a heba , if included, need not be registered by sub-clause 
(1). Your contention is otherwise. It will compulsorily lequire that 
all hebas are to be registered, but I feel that if the language is “for 
transfer other than by bequest or gift including heba’ registration is not 
operative on the heba. 

Babu JATI NDRA NATH BASU : The case of a bequest or gift by will 
is not the same as sale in execution of a decree. My friend Mr. Bari is 
not correct in saying that there is no bequest under the Muhammadan 
law. Under that law a certain part of a property of a testator can be 
given as a bequest. A bequest under the Muhammadan law is a volun- 
tary act, while a sale in execution is not voluntary. Therefore a 
bequest which is made by a will and sale in execution wei*e ea^luded. If 
you insert other documents in the provision, you may* also provide 
that those transactions can be effected without registration which is not 
the intention of Government ‘ * 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My point is this 
that here we are enumerating which instrument should be executed by 
registered instrument and we are making an exception also in the case of 
heba-bilewaj and therefore it will not be required to be registered. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : On a point of order, Sir. My point is 
this: Can we specifically mention that heba-bilewaj should be excluded, 
because it is not guided by the Transfer of Propety Act? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Bequest is guided by the Transfer 
of Property Act but heba-bilewaj need not be registered if given effect 
to immediately. 


Mr. SPEAKER: There is a little misunderstanding. I am not con- 
cerned with the merit of the case. I am only concerned as jfco the rele- 
vancy of the particular amendment. Mr. Abdul Bari in referring to his 
amendment on the deed of gift — heba — has taken "some other amend- 
ment with reference to clause (2) and also he wants to add heba-bilewaj. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think there is a misunderstanding 
so far as heba is concerned. Heba can be made orally; if this is made 
orally, there can be no objection to it, but if there is a document, in order 
to make that document admissible, it must be registered. Therefore I 
think what Mr. Bari said is quite correct. If we exclude heba from the 
operation of this section, thereby we make a document by way of heba 
not compulsorily registerable which we cannot do under the provisions 
of this Bill. I think therefore a legal difficulty arises. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know. It is tor Government to decide. 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 can inform my 
hon’ble friend that this point was rather carefully examined by the 
department and the department is of opinion that heba should not be 
ineluded. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bari, do you insist on your amendment? 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes, Sir, I do. 

' 

Mr. SPEAKER: As Mr. Bari insists on his amendment, I will con- 
sider it at the time when I put it. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. If 
heba is not to be registered, it will affect Government revenue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The F inance Minister will protect Government 
revenues. I am not concerned with it : Will the Kumar Sahib please 
say under what section the House cannot, take cognisance? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I suggest that 
this amendment may stand over and we may take cognisance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the difficulty is that to-day is the last day and 
we want to postpone things and yet we are all anxious to finish. If in 
every section a legal difficulty arises and you want to postpone it, 1 
think it would be much better to face facts. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The point is this. 
This is a matter which requires careful consideration and there is a 
difference of opinion on this question. It is not a question of piinciple 
or anything like that. It is merely a technical question and I want to 
be very sure before I either accept or reject the amendment. 
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Maillvi TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: Supposing, Sir, you allow this 
motion on a future day, will any discussion he allowed then on this 
amendment ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose to do is to secure all the amend- 
ments and to open all the amendments and motions for discussion. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 4 in proposed sub-section (4) of section 26C at the 
end the following be added, namely: — 

“and after receipt of the said notice, the landlord or landlord’s 
agent, as the case may be, shall not refuse to recognise the 
transferee as the tenant in respect of the holding or portion 
or share thereof transferred nor omit to enter the transferee’s 
name in the landlord’s rent-roll, except on the ground that 
the transferor had no transferable interest in the holding 
or portion or share thereof transferred : 51 

Provided that such recognition shall not operate as an- .admission 
of the amount of rent or the area or any incident of such 
occupancy holding other than the existence of right of 
occupancy therein or be deemed to constitute an express 
consent of the landlord to the division of the holding or to 
the distribution of the rent payable in respect thereof.” 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, in view of the Hon’ble Minister’s 
motion, I do not want to move my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may point out to the House that Mr. Bari does 
not want to move No. 99 over which we had so much discussion. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 4 in sub-section (3) of the proposed section 20(0 after the 
word “deposits” state the words “A landlord’s fee, transfer-fee twenty 
per cent., of the sale price or five times the annual rent of the holding 
or the portion or share transferred whichever is greater”, be added. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 4 in sub-section (4) of the 
proposed section 26(C) after the word “post” the words ‘Sand shall 
send the said landlord’s fee to the said landlord or his common agent, 
if any, after deducting the cost of remittance”, be added. 

He delivered a speech in Bengali in support of his mbtions. 
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Regarding substitution of new section 26C. 

Mr. NI8HtTH-A NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
4, of the amended Bill for the proposed substituted new section 26C, the 
following be substituted: — 

“26C. Excepting as provided hereafter in section 26G, an occupancy 
raiyat shall be subject to the same provision with respect to the trans- 
fer of, and succession to, his holding as the holder of a raiyati holding 
at a rent or a rate of rent fixed in perpetuity.” 

Sir, J do not know what will be the fate of the amendment; but in 
order to be consistent with the existing provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1 submit that this amendment will be the only consistent 
amendment that should be passed by the House. We know. Sir, that 
there are two classes of raiyat s : firstly occupancy raiyats and second- 
ly, raiyats at fixed rates of rent. Undoubtedly, the raiyat at fixed 
rates have better rights. If we do not amend section 18 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act which provides for the transfei and succession of rights 
of raiyats at fixed rates of rent, it will be inconsistent to give more 
rights and privileges to occupancy raiyats who are undoubtedly 
inferior in regard to title to the raiyats at fixed rates. The principle 
of amending the Bengal Tenancy Act, ns we have heard from the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister ,is to recognise the tillers as the real pro- 
prietors of, the soil. We know also that amongst the raiyats at fixed 
rates there.’are a very large number of tillers. So I do not know why 
the Hon’ble Minister has made this differentiation between the tillers 
who are raiyats at fixed rates and tillers who aie occupancy raiyats. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has also made a differentia- 
tion between raiyats who are Elias Mahal tenants and otlieis. 1 do 
not know if he has made this differentiation only, because the former 
are tenants of the Government who is a more powerful landlord. We 
are legislators and we should not make any differentiation between 
tillers and tillers. If tillers who posses better rights, viz., raiyats at 
fixed rates have to give a salami which ranges from Rs. 2 1o Rs. 100, 
there is no reason why occupancy raiyats should he exempted from 
giving such salami . I hope I shall not be misunderstood that I am 
in favour of giving any salami to landlords, as of right, bul if you 
keep section 18 unamended, it would only be reasonable that the 
occupancy raiyats should be given the same rights as are given to t lie 
raiyats at fixed rates under section 18 of the Bengal Tenancy Art. 

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister thought at a late stage that there 
should be *nn fee whatsoever either landlord’s fee or any other fee, viz., 
notice fee in guise of landlord’s fee. If he thought fit to abolish land- 
lord’s fee in case of occupancy raiyat, it would be inconsistent to keep 
section 18 intact. w *With these few words, I commend my amendment 
to the House for acceptance. 

24 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Tamizuddin Klian, I think it is not necessary 
for you to move it now. You will be entitled to move it at a later 
stage. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that in clause 4 in 
the proposed new section 26*C(I) in line 10 in the place of the word 
“sold” the word “transferred” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
are prepared to accept the amendment. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: I beg to move that in clause 4 in the proposed 
section 26C(1) from the 12th line, the words “and a landlord’s notice- 
fee of one rupee” and from the last two lines, the words “and the 
prescribed cost of transmission of such notice-fee to” shall be omitted. 
I beg also to move that from sub-section ( 2 ) of the said section, the words 
“a notice-fee” and “and transmission cost” shall be omitted. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of order, Sir. Is the member 
entitled to move this amendment at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, 1 would see to the language 
of the both and examine whether one will have to be ruled out. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What I suggest. 
Sir, is that clause 4 should not be put to vote till we have decided about 
section 26C. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I discuss the motions that 
have been moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House can discuss all these amendments. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: First of all I want to deal with 
the motion moved by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy — Motion 
No. 351 A — wherein he proposes that in clause 4 in proposed sub-section 
( 4 ) of section 26C at the end the following should be added. I think 
that this is the most important of all the motions that have been moved 
under clause 4. My friend Maulvi Abdul Bari also wanted to move 
a somewhat similar motion but in view of the fact that the Hon’ble 
Minister has moved a motion of his ow r n incorporating certain things 
that Maulvi Abdul Bari wanted to incorporate in his own motion, he 
has not done so. I think, Sir, that the form in which this amendment 
has been moved will not remove many of the grievances of the trans- 
ferors and transfeiees. We know that even under the present Act. 
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namely, the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 1928 although occu- 
pancy holdings are transferable on payment of landlord’s fee, what 
we find is that landlords do not very often mutate the names of the 
transferees and what they do is to bring suits for rents against the 
transferors, That being so, Sir, although the transferee has paid the 
landlord’s fee yet the position of the transferor is not always safe, 
particularly when it is a question of a part or a share of a holding. 
What the Hon’ble Minister proposes is that the landlord or his agent 
cannot refuse to recognise the transferee as the tenant in respect of the 
holding or portions or shares thereof, nor refuse to enter the transferee’s 
name in the landlord’s rent roll except on the ground that the trans- 
feror had no transferable interest in the holding or portion thereof. 
If th is clause is passed in this form, I apprehend that in almost every 
case the landlord or his agent will refuse to recognise or mutate the 
name of the transferee on the ground that he had no saleable inteiest. 
The landlord can always raise that question if w r e give him this wide 
power. This latter portion, I think, is altogether unnecessary. Sir, 
whether a holding is not legally transferable that is a question which 
can be decided only by a court of law. I may not have a right 
occupancy in the holding, but I may assert that I have a right of 
occupancy in that holding. In that case the landlord will have his 
rights under the ordinary law. He will be entitled to refuse to do 
anything with transferee in such a case. If on the other hand J have 
an occupancy right and I have transferred it the landlord should be 
bound to recognise me. But if this clause stands as it is he will be 
entitled under that plea to refuse to recognise the transferee in almost 
every case. If he is not an honest landlord then I think he will refuse 
to recognise the tiansferee or to enter the name of the transferee in his 
rent roll in almost eveiy case. 

I, therefore, think that the last portion of the first paragraph 
should he omitted, viz., “except on the ground that the transferor had 
no transferable interest in the holding or poition or share thereof 
transferred.” That is one thing, Sir. Secondly, my proposal is that 
there should be a clear provision here that the landlords shall not be 
entitled to recover rent from the transferor: there .should lx* a dear 
provision to this effect. One may say, Sir, that that follows ipso facto 
from the provision that if a man transfers his holding, why should he 
again he held responsible for the rent which has fallen due already. 
One may say so, Sir, but I beg to submit that unscrupulous landlords 
may choose to bring suits against the transferors and thus harass them. 
They are very often so unscrupulous and ruthless that anyhow they 
will try to squeeze out some money from the tenants. Therefore, I 
think that ‘there should be a clear provision to the effect that after a 
transfer is made the landlords shall not be able to recover any rent 
from the transferor in respect of any holdings or share or part of a 
holding which is transferred. (Kumar Siiib Shekhareswak Roy : 
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What about arrears?) So far as arrears are concerned, they shoub 
be recoverable. I am only speaking here of rent that may fall du 
after the date of transfer. It appears that my honourable friend tin 
Kumar Sahib is also not willing to disagree with a proposition lik 
this. What I say, Sir, is that, whether he agrees oi disagrees i 
altogether a different matter, I refer to that only incidentally. I 
my amendment is reasonable, I hope the House will accept it. I thin' 
I am not yet in order when I say that my amendment should b 
accepted, as I have not yet moved it, and it depends upon you, Sii 
whether you at this stage will be pleased to permit me to move a shori 
notice amendment to that effect. In fact, the amendment of th 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is a short-notice one. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But yours is still shorter. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Although Sir Bijoy’s amend 
merit is a short-notice amendment, yet it is a very long amendment 
I think, Sir, if you are not going to put it just now 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, I am going to put all these amend 
intuits to-day, though not t he clause. Will you please hand over- you: 
amendment to me? 

(Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan handed over his amendment t< 
Mr. Speaker.) 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already explained tin 
points in my short -notice amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is very difficult off-hand to find out exactly 
what you mean. It reads: After the receipt of the said notice th< 
landlord or landlord’s agents, as the case may be, shall recognise tin 
transferee as the tenant in respect of the holding or portion or shar( 
thereof transferred and shall enter the transferee’s name in the land 
lord s rent-roll and the landlords shall not be entitled to recover fron 
the transferor any rent in respect of that falling due after the date o: 
transfer. 

The difficulty is that if the House objects to a short-notice amend 
men! at this stage, it is very difficult for me to admit any such amend 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is verj 
difficult for Government to agree to an amendment being admitted at 
this stage without examining it. I have examined the short-notice 
amendment that I have moved very carefully and I gave notice of then: 
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yesterday in order to give sufficient time to members to go through 
them, whereas to-day at the eleventh hour Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 
springs a surprise upon us, with a short-notice amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as surprise is concerned, I think you and 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan stand on the same footing! (Laughter.) 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as my amendment is con- 
cerned, Sir, it is exactly on the same lines as the Government amend- 
ment. The only difference is that the landlords shall not thereafter 
be entitled to recover rent that falls due after the date of transfer. 
That is the only addition in my amendment, Sir, and there are no 
complications, but whether it will be acceptable to Government or not 
is quite a different matter. But that is the only difference. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will you please 
read it out? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I rise on 
a point of order? You have been pleased to rule that in view of the 
insufficient time before us and the large number of amendments that 
have been tabled, no short-notice or subsequent amendments would be 
permitted. In view of the obvious discrepancy arising out of the 
short-notice amendment, may I submit that you stand your previous 
ruling and do not allow any short-notice amendment, either from the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister or any other member at this stage? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: On a point of order. Sir, Is it not the right of 
every member of this House to have a full opportunity of considering 
this very complex matter by thinking over every amendment that comes 
up before the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so, and that is why I want to know the 
view of this House on this matter. I feel that in an important Bill 
like this if the House accepts or feels inclined to accept any short- 
notice amendment, I personally should not stand in the way. But in 
view of the obvious objections that have been raised by the various 
sections of fhe House it is very difficult for me to accept short-notice 
amendments. As regards the short-notice amendments of Government, 
I think they stand on a different footing. They have sometimes to put 
in short-notice amendments out of deference to the numerous non- official 
amendments which are tabled, with a view to facilitate the work of 
the House, and, as such, I feel that it will be in consonance with the 
principle that I have enunciated that Government’s short-notice amend- 
ments may be considered to be on a different footing, though I am not 
prepared to give any assurance that I shall accept them. I am very 
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reluctant in all cases to admit such amendments, and would insist that 
sufficient notice should be given to the members of the House in every 
case. So, I am afraid, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, I cannot accept 
your amendment. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: All right, Sir. Will you kindly 
give me time to finish my speech? In fact, I referred to my short- 
notice amendment while I was in the middle of my speech. The 
amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, as it stands, 
is not acceptable. I have already indicated my reasons why the land- 
lords should never be expressly given the right to refuse to recognize 
the transferee on the ground that the transferor had no saleable 
interests. That will give rise to all kinds of complications. That 
will take away from the transferee of occupancy holdings the rights 
sought to be given by the principal clauses of this Bill. What the 
landlord will do is this : He will refuse to recognize the transferee 
on that ground, and the poor transferee in most cases will not be able 
to go to court to establish his rights and have his name mutated or 
recognized by the landlord, and, therefore, what the transferee will do 
will be to offer the landlord a substantial landlord’s fee. It will come 
to this that while on the one hand you abolish the landloid’s fee by 
this amending Bill, in another way you will he allowing these land- 
lords to exact a substantial amount of landlord's fee almost in every 
case. Therefore, Sir, I beg to submit that the form in which the 
amendment is couched is not at all supportable by members who re- 
present the tenants here. 

I have already stated that another provision is necessary, and with- 
out that we cannot accept the amendment. It must be expressly 
provided that the landlords shall not recover any rent from the trans- 
feror, I mean rent that falls due after the date of transfer. That is 
only just and reasonable. Is there anyone here, Sir, who can demur 
to a proposition like that? I don’t think there is. If rent can be 
realized from the transferor, even after the date of the transfer, then 
this amending measure will be a futility and nothing more. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir, for a minute? If this amendment, No. dolA, which has been 
moved by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister be allowed, as I understand 
it has been allowed, then, I submit, Sir, in all fairness you should 
altow Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan to move his short-notice amendment 
also. We understand that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan does not object 
to this amendment as a whole. He also realizes the importance of this 
amendment, and when you have already allowed the Hon’ble Minister 
to move his amendment, I submit, Sir, that in all fairness Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan should be allowed to move his. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Biswas, but that matter has been 
closed. There was objection from the Congress group, and I am not 
yet willing to visualize that the Congress group is so divided in opinion 
on this matter that one member will oppose a particular matter, while 
another will be in its favour. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I submit, Sir, that that is 
certainly not the case? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T consulted the wishes of the members of all the 
groups in this House, and I found that the European and the Congress 
groups were opposed to Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment being 
admitted. l)r. Nalinaksha Sanya! rose from the Congress group and 
opposed the admission of the amendment. I take it, therefore, that 
there is substantial contradiction in the views held by different members 
of the Congress group. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I think, Sir, I may be allowed to 
nake a submission, as 1 shall be able to explain my attitude better than 
others. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your attitude is not under considera- 
tion. All that I can say is that it is entirely within the discretion of 
the Speaker to accept or not to accept a short-notice amendment. As 
I have already explained, (jfovern merit’s short-notice amendments stand 
on a different footing, because as a matter of fact they have to try to 
accommodate the wishes and desires of a large number of members 
who have given notice of amendments. Notice of Sir Bijoy’s 
amendment was given to me in time. I could not accept Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment at this stage, hut if he had given 
notice of his amendment a little earlier, I would have been quite pre- 
pared to consider it, if I found that the acceptance of that short-notice 
amendment would really be in the interest of the motion or amendment 
itself. The difficulty at this stage was that when he put it before 
the House I found a good many members opposed to it, and no one 
in favour of it, and as such 1 had to rule it out. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I explain my position, Sir? 
1 opposed the short-notice amendment of Sir Bijoy also 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question does not arise now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I said that the difficulty arises if 
you allow the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue Department to 
move his short-notice amendment. If you allow* him to do so, it is 
only fair that you should also allow Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan to move 
his amendment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You know, Dr. Sanyal, that that matter is closed 

and that I have ruled the motion out of order. . 

/ 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if there he any 
difficulty or doubt with regard to the attitude of the Congress party 
towards the amendment of Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, I may he per- 
mitted to say what I have got to say in this matter. So far as the 
Hon’hle Minister’s amendment is concerned, it is clearly an attempt to 
take away with one hand what has been given with the other. So far 
as the amending Bill is concerned, it certainly purports to confer the 
right upon the tenant of transferring his holding without the necessity 
of paying any landlord’s fee, hut this amendment expressly states that 
the landlord must recognize this transfer except on the ground that 
the transferer had no transferable interests in the holding or portion 
or share thereof transferred. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Even that \ou 
describe as taking away with one hand what is given by the other ? 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Therefore, this amendment 
entitles the landlord to sit in judgment on the nature of the transfer, 
on the acceptability of the transfer from the point of view of the 
question of the title of the tenant, and the civil court's function is 
going to be arrogated by the landlord himself before he gives his 
recognition to the transfer. For the time being he sets himself up as 
a court of justice adjudicating upon the claims and rights and titles 
of the tenant, and the landlord places the tenant in this position that 
he would not recognize his interest or right to transfer unless the 
tenant came to terms with him. That is the point, so far as I under- 
stand it, which Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has made in support of his 
amendment which he has not been allowed to move. Whether you 
accept the principle of the amending Bill or not is a different matter. 
But if you once accept the principle of the amending Bill, then you 
are conferring the right to transfer upon the tenant without the 
impediment of the payment of the landlords’ fee. You do not in effect 
confer this right upon him if >ou again allow the landlord to decide 
whether the tenant has the right to make the transfer or not. I 
submit this amendment, if passed into law, will be the delight of 
lawyers. From that point of view, from the narrower point of view 
I might have thought that no objection should be raised to the passing 
of this amendment, but as a consistent legislator I do not think that this 
House will be well advised in accepting the principle of the amending 
Bill and at the same time accepting the amendment which Sir Bijoy 
has put forward. Government are surely, though gradually, entangling 
themselves in the meshes of their own inconsistencies and this is the 
best example of that. 
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Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN* I have been listening with great 
attention to the debates over the short-notice amendment that has been 
moved by the Revenue Minister. I do not see what valid objection 
can be raised to the use of the last portion of the first paragraph of 
the amendment. It is well known that there are some tenants who have 
got transferable interest and there are other tenants who have not got 
transferable interest. As I understand the amendment of Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, it simply means that if a transferer has transferable 
interest then the landlord will not be at liberty to refuse to recognise 
the transfer, but if. the transferer has not a transferable interest in the 
holding, the landlord cannot be compelled to recognise that transfer. 
If the words beginning from “except” he cut down from the amend- 
ment, the result would be whether a tenant has a transferable interest 
or not the landlord will be compelled to recognise any transfer that has 
been made. The interpretation that my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
has put upon it does not arise at all. He says whether the transferer 
has the right to transfer or not the landlord can in a perverse manner 
come forward and say that he has not a transferable right. But if 
the landlord says that a transferer and a transferee have got the right 
to bring a suit aaginst the landlord and get the transfer recognised, 
1 cannot imagine how landlords can in a perverse manner and without 
justification say that the tenant has no transferable right and he will 
not recognise the transferee. I hope my friends of the Congress party 
should give more thought to the point of view that has been put forward 
by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and not simply put forward an objection to 
the Government amendment simply because it has come from the 
Government Minister. 

Another thing that has been put forward by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
] consider to be absolutely unnecessary. He says that from the date of 
the transfer the landlord cannot sue a transferer for the arrears of 
rent. If a tenant has a transferable right and if he transfers it the 
previous part of the amendment lhat has been moved by Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy makes it absolutely clear that the landlord is to recog- 
nise the transfer and if he has recognised the transfer certainly it follows 
under the law that the landlord cannot sue the transferer or demand 
fram the transferer all the arrears of rent that accrued before the date 
of transfer. If a non-transferable right has been transferred certainly 
the landlord has the right to refuse to recognise the transfer and de- 
mand from him the arrear rent that is due. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a point of 
order. There is a difficulty which Mr. Tamizuddin Khan feels. The 
real benefit which is intended to be given by tlie amendment will not 
be received by the tenant in full, if there is difficulty in accepting the 
amendment moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. I want to draw atten- 
tion of the House to section 73 which runs thus — 
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“When an occupancy raiyat transfers his holding, in whole or in 
part, the transferer and the transferee shall be jointly and severally 
liable for arrears of rent due before the transfer.” 

The liability of the transferer and transferee is joint. So, if we 
allow the amendment, it will go against the provision of section 73. 
It is a new thing which has not been brought in by the Government 
amendment Bill and it will amount to legislating an Act and cannot be 
treated as an amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one point on which Mr. Curtis Millar 
raised this objection and in view of the fact that this is a short-notice 
amendment of which the members got notice only yesterday, would 
he object if an amendment to a short-notice amendment is moved? I 
find that difficulty always arises when short-notice amendments are 
moved and I do realise that this short-notice amendment (it does not 
matter whether notice was given 24 hours earlier or just on the floor 
of the House) means a terrible strain on all in finding out its bearings 
on the different sections. When this amendment was moved there 
was no objection, and I took it that the House had no objection to 
consider it. If there were objections, I would not have accepted the 
amendTneiil . The amendment of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is a substantive 
amendment; it wants to delete two lines of Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy’s amendment and substitute other two lines. Would there be any 
objection to that? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: I submit this is merely an example of the diffi- 
culty in which the House is finding itself over the extremely complex 
details of this Bill which brings into question many interrelated pro.- 
visions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I do not think it is within human 
capacity to deal w r ith this matter in the short time which has been given. 
We will, I am afraid, land ourselves into extreme muddle and if we 
go too far beyond the provisions in the Statute Book, we will make it 
entirely unworkable and may land us in endless troubles. For these 
reasons we are obliged to maintain our objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you find any legal difficulty in accepting the 
amendment of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan ? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Personally I feel that it is really difficult to 
give any opinion now on the amendment of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
which intends to further amend the amendment of the Revenue 
Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I entirely agree with Mr. Millar. So far as the 
implications are concerned, it is very difficult to understand them. 



*037.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1475 


For example, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment says that the land- 
lord shall not he able to recover arrear of rent. I cannot understand 
the meaning of* it because what would be the result if a landlord 
refuses to recognise the man in whose favour the transfer is made. 
The landlord can only bring a rent suit, but he would not be entitled 
to recover arrear rent in respect of the holding. It is practically 
meaningless for the reason that if a landlord brings a rent suit against 
a tenant, he ipso facto recognises him. I do not understand the 
implication. As soon as a landlord brings in a rent suit against him 
he recognises him as a tenant. My difficulty is this: >our contention 
is that the landlord will not recognise a man in whose favour a transfer 
is made. That being correct, do you contend that any landlord under 
the law, as it stands, will bring a rent suit against him? 

A member: It will be open to Ihe landlord to bring a rent suit 
against the transferee but not against the transferer. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Surely it is very clear to every member of this 
House that the effect of this amendment is not understood and we must 
have further discussion. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYEO NAUSHER ALI: It is about 745 now. 
1 suggest that if my friend insists on moving his short notice amend- 
ment, he may be permitted to do that as there will be two intervening 
days before the discussion on the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill 
begins again. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow him to spring a surprise on the 
Housed at the last moment. The proper thing for him would be to 
give notice of his amendment either to-dav or to-morrow and in case 
1 accept it, I will circulate it to all the members. I cannot allow it at 
this stage. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I shall be thankful if you permit 
me to send in notice of the amendment to-morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am very anxious that there should not be further 
delay. All I want is that you discuss the matter with Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U : Can the whole House go into 
committee ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr Santosh 
Kumar Basu has completely misinterpreted and misrepresented my 
amendment. So I submit I should be given a chance to explain what 
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tLe amendment is. The amendment does not introduce any new 
principle. The principle is already there and the amendment only 
makes the provision comprehensive. What was the position of the 
landlord and the tenant under section 26 as it stood in the Act, 1928? 
On receipt of a notice of transfer and the landlord’s transfer-fee the 
landlord notes the name of the person from whom he receives them and 
substitutes his name in place of the transferer. That is the position. 
Now the transfer-fee being 1 abolished the landlord is not directly a 
party; he does not come into the picture at all and he cannot be 
expected to substitute the name of the transferee in place of the 
transferer. It is necessary to make the position clear and that is what 
is sought to be done in this amendment. When the landlord receives 
a notice, it will be his duty to substitute A for B so that B may be 
jointly and severally liable for the rent with the co-sharer tenant. It 
is not a fact that Government are proposing to take away with one hand 
what they are giving by another. The\ are allowing the landlord 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What about the last part? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I uill ask my 
friend to go through the Bengal Tenancy Act more carefully. I will ask 
him to read section 261 ( 4 ). 

Let him read section 261 ( 4 ) and then ask. It is nothing new that 
has been introduced here. Sir, that proviso simply incbrporates sec- 
tion 261 ( 4 ). 

A member: That again brings in complications. Will you kindly 
read? ' *, •/ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have read all 
my life. I will ask the hon’ble member to read and to understand its 
implications more carefully. 


Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be less excited? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is very diffi- 
cult to control oneself in view of the fact that my friends opposite 
tried to misrepresent and misinterpret deliberately. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: My friend is exceeding his limits. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I know my 

limitations, I know my point. 
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Mr.J0Q£8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister afraid 
- 4 criticising?l£r. Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment and for that reason 
just abusing this side for the inconvenient amendment ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan’s amendment may be an honest suggestion on his part and cer- 
tainly it is not a deliberate attempt to misrepresent Government 
amen dment. 

So, Sir, there is no new provision. The underlying principle is 
already there and it is only to make it clear and to make this section 
.self-contained and comprehensive that Government have moved this 
amendment. No new provision is being suggested here. As regards 
rent, 1 would request my hon’ble friend Mr. Tamizuddin to bear in 
mind 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one point which strikes me. Before 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan decides on his line of action I will draw his 
attention to what Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu has said. Section 7M puts 
a definite statutory liability in favour of the transferer and transferee. 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment says that the transferer shall not 
be responsible.: (’an he nullify a statutory provision by an amending 
provision? These are the difficulties. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think there is still another mis- 
understanding there. If you read section 7d, Sir, you will find when 
an occupancy raiyat transfers his holding in whole or in part the 
transferer and the transferee shall be jointly and severally liable to the 
landlord for arrears of rent due before the transfer. So far as my 
amendment is concerned, it says nothing about rent due before the 
transfer; all that I say is that the rent is due after the transfer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Because I will not have any time to discuss it 
’to-morrow that is why I want to make it clear before l consider whether 
it will be accepted or not. Suppose this section is there and let us 
suppose that the transferer has no right to transfer, wbll that give a 
right to, the landlord to refuse the transfer? 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a matter of interpretation. 
I am of opinion that in that case certainly the landlord will be entitled 
to refuse riiutation. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy’s 
amendment is nothing more than that. 
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Maufvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Thai amendment is inviting the 
landlord to refuse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you better discuss this with me to-morrow. 
Tc-morrow we will take up non-official Bills. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Sir, before we disperse I have 
gnt to draw your attention to one thing. Several amending Bills have 
been circulated but at least I have not received a copy of several of 
the Bills. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You draw my attention at the proper time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The only other point to which I want to draw your 
attention is this. I understand that as regards the Committee of Pri- 
vileges, there lias been an unanimous agreement among all sections of 
the House. So there will be no election. I take it that 11 persons 
have been unanimously accepted by all the parties. I will announce 
it to-morrow at the proper time. There is no necessity for members 
to go in for ballot. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 15th 
September, 19,17, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly, met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 15th September, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizitl Haque, 
c.i.e.) in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspectors. 

*158. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state whether the Health Officers 
and Sanitary Inspectors serving under the District Boards are partly or 
solely paid by* the Government ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, are they 
guided under Government rules? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 
Ali): (a) Government make a contribution equivalent to half the 
pay of the District Health Officers on the condition that the model 
rules framed by Government prescribing the duties of District Health 
Officers are adopted by the District Boards. 

The entite cost on account of Sanitary Inspectors in charge of Rural 
Health Circles is also borne by Government subject to a maximum of 
Rs. 2,000 per Health Unit. 

(b) Government have framed model rules prescribing the duties of 
District Health Officers, and have issued executive instructions for the 
guidance of District Health Officers. 

The duties of Sanitary Inspectors have also been prescribed by 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Health Officers are debarred from carry- 
ing on experiments on anti-malarial and anti-cholera research work? 
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The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware of 

any such restriction. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the scales of pay of the Sanitary Inspectors are 
uniform in all District Boards? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: A circular was 
issued by Government giving the scale of pay of Sanitary \L inspectors. 
1 am not sure if all the District Boards follow the same scale. 

Dr. NAL1NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the District Healtli Officer of 
Murshidabad who was carrying on anti-malarial research work was 
warned by his department that he could not do so without Government 
sanction? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 am not aware of 
.that. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Health Officers are controlled by the rules framed by 
.the District Boards? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 have already 
replied that model rules are adopted by the District Boards. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government will be pleased to enquire whether that 
•circular is obeyed uniformly b\ all District Boards? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As far as my inform- 
ation goes, an exception has been brought to the notice of 
Government onl\ in the ease of the District Board of Dacca 

Mr. SASANKA SHEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether these rules or any of them debar the 
Sanitary Inspectors from taking part in the election propaganda on 
behalf of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: The policy oh the 
Govi rnment has already been announced in this House in reply to 
another question. 

Mr. SASANKA SHEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is an universal complaint that the 
Sanitary Inspectors take part in the election propaganda on behalf 
of the Chairmen? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware of 
any universal complaint like that. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Ib the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Chairman of the District Board of Khulna observes these 
model rules more ia the breach than in their observance? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : I am not aware of 
this. 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state if the rules prescribed by the Government are being 
observed by the Sanitary Inspectors? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Government have 
no reason to believe that the rules are not observed. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government make contribution towards the pay 
of the Health Officers when they go on leave? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: As far as my 

information goes Government have not agreed to hear expenses on 
account of Health Officers when one Health Officer goes on leave and 
another is appointed in his place. 

Prisoner Madar Khan. 

*159. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department, be pleased t 
to state whether he is aware of the whereabouts and the state of health 
of Mr. Madar Khan, President of the Dock Mazdoor Union, who was 
convicted under sections 114 and 147, Indian Penal Code, on or about 
the 10th May, 1937? 

(b) Is it a fact that Madar Khan was assaulted by a burra-jamadar 
of the Jail on the 13th May, 1937, on his refusal to have his hair cut 
and to wear convict dress ? 

(c) Does the Hon ’hie Minister propose to take disciplinary action 
against the burra-jamadar ? If so, what would be the nature of the 
proposed disciplinary action? 

( d ) Is it a fact that Mr. Madar Khan has been employed in the jail 
to work on oil-machine ( ghani )? If so, will the Hon’ble Minister 
direct that he should not he so employed henceforth? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Mr. Madar 
Khan has been receiving the treatment of a Division II prisoner. If 
not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to direct that Madar Khan 
be given the treatment of Division II prisoner? 

25 
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MINISTER in chargft of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Horfble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The prisoner is in Alipore Central Jail; 
his health is good. 

(b) I am informed that he was not assaulted. 

(i c ) Does not arise. 

(i d ) He was employed in the oil-mill for a month; he is now working 
in the press. 

(e) The prisoner was classified in Division III by the trying court. 
I have no reason to believe that this classification was wrong. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from whom he got the information mentioned in ( b ) 
of his reply, and whether the prisoner himself was asked about it? 

The Horfble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the Superintendent 
of the Jail. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he has made any enquiries as to 
the incident which took place on the 13th May inside the Alipore 
Central Jail, with reference to question (5)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not to the particular 
incident. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state with reference to ((f) of his reply whether he was 
employed in the oil mill by way of punishment or whether it was simply 
because he was a division III prisoner? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it was by 
way of punishment. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With refei ence to answer 
to ( e ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is the 
business of the trying Magistrate to classify prisoners or it is the 
business of the Government to classify them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ordinarily the trying 

Magistrate recommends what division it should be. 

Detenus Jyotirmoy Nandy and Sree Narayan Jha. 

*160. Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the whereabouts of detenus Messrs. Jyotirmoy Nandy and Sree 

Narayan Jha who were convicted for sedition in 1935; and 

(ii) their state of health? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether they are 
receiving the treatment of Division IT prisoners? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to when Messrs. 
Jyotirmoy Nandy and Sree Narayan Jha are due to be released? And 
will they be allowed the usual remission of sentence ? If not, why not Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The hist named 
prisoner is in Dacca Central Jail and the other prisoner in Midnapore 
Central Jail. 

(ii) Good. 

(b) No; they have been placed in Division III. 

(c) The dates of their release will depend on what remission they 
earn by good conduct. The prisoners were punished on the 11th Sep- 
tember, 1936, with forfeiture of all remission earned up to that date 
and removal from the remission system for one year for jail offences. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to slate what is the nature of the offence for which 
they were so punished? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that both Mr. Jyotirmoy Nandy and Mr. Sree Narayan Jha are 
both educated respectable young* men and as such will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to accord to them 
division II treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government are going* to 
consider the question of classification of prisoners after this session of 
the Assembly is over, but before that individual cases cannot be 
considered. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who placed them in division III? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware in connection with the question of classification, that even cat- 
burglars of certain complexion are given division II treatment in jails? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to make enquiries to find out which are the division 
II offences and the discrimination which is made in this connection ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a request for action. 



1484 


QUESTIONS. 


[15th Sspt., 


Prayer hall for the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca. 

*161. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether there is no prayer hall attached to the Ahsanullah School 
of Engineering at Dacca for the use of Muslim students? 

( b ) Is it a fact that no general adjournment is made to give the 
Muslim students an opportunity to say their Zohar prayers and that 
Muslim students alone are permitted to absent themselves for 15 
minutes only to say their Zohar prayers and for half an hour only to 
say their Jumvia prayers while the classes go on? 

(c) If the answer to clause (6) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government intends 
to take any steps in the matter so as to remove the grievances of the 
Muslim students? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Steps are being taken to remove the grievances. 

Mauvli ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate the approximate date when he will be able to redress 
the grievances of the Muslim students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have written to the 
school authorities and as soou as we get a reply we will be able to pass 
orders. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will expedite the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Oh yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether this letter that has been written to the* school authorities 
also relates to the schools which get aid? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 

Can this question arise out of this question? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I ask this question with reference to answer 
(c). It is a matter of general importance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole question refers to the Ahsanullah 
School of Engineering. So this question does not arise. 
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Administration Report of the Faridpur district by Miv K. K. Hazra, 

I.C.8. 


*162. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
Mr. K. K. Hazra, i.c.s., who was the District Magistrate of Faridpur 
for some time in 1936, submitted a report to the Government in the 
matter of the administration of the district? 

(b) If llie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider it desirable to place the said report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Con espondenee between 
Government and its officers cannot be made public. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Has the Hon’ble Minister any 
reason to say that the Administration Deport is a confidential matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Administration 
Deports are published by Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May l take it that the answer 
of the Hon’ble Minister to question (a) is yes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further to 

add. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my point is that I did not 
get any answer to my question (a). The Hon’ble Minister should have 
said either “yes” or “no ”. ITe only said that correspondence between 
Government and its officers cannot be made public. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not in the public 
interest to make it public. 


Posts of Revenue Sheristadars and Superintendents of the Collectorates, 

Bengal. 

*163. Maulvi AZHAR ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of ,the Devenue Department be pleased to state 

(?) the total number of posts of Devenue Sheristadars and Super- 
intendents of the Collectorates in Bengal; and 
07) the number of them that are Mussalmans? 
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( b ) Is it g^fact that the post of the Revenue Sheristadar of Bogra 
was filled up by a candidate selected by the Board of Revenue from 
outside the Division as suitable candidate was not available in the 
Rajshahi Division? 

(c) Is it a fact that the vacancies of Revenue Sheristadar of Jalpai- 
guri and Malda were, subsequent to the appointment of Bogra, filled 
up by candidates of the same Division ? 

(d) If the answers to clauses (b) and (r) are in the affirmative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the District Magis- 
trate of Bogra was deprived of the power vested in him by the Board’s 
Miscellaneous Rules for appointing Revenue Sheristadars ? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): The member is referred to the answer 
given to an unstarred question on this subject pul by Mr. A. M. Abdul 
Hamid at this meeting. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the District Officer is ihe proper authority to make these appoint- 
ments? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Generally the 
appointments are made by the District Officers but subject to the 
control of the Commissioner and the Board of Revenue, if necessary. 


Absorption of the unemployed settlement employees in other 
departments. 

*163A. Maulana SHAMSUL HUDA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what steps he 
propose to take in order to absorb in the various departments of the 
Government the settlement employees who would lie thrown out of 
employment as a result of abandonment of the Revisional Settlement 
Scheme? 

The HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The question is 
under consideration of Government. In the meantime orders have 
issued directing the absorption of as many of them as possible in 
vacancies in Court of Wards. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he proposes to maintain a register of names of those persons who will 
not be absorbed in any vacancies at present? 
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The Hon’hle Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY This is a 
hypothetical question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is the policy of the Government not to give further 
appointments to settlement employees who have completed 25 years*' 
service ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. This question 
relates to the absorption of the unemployed settlement employees in 
other departments. Government says that the matter is under con- 
sideration. You raise a question of policy. It does not arise here. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many persons have been thrown out of employment? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It is difficult to 
say off hand, but quite a large number. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is prepared to ask the other departments of Government to 
absorb them in suitable vacancies? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Th eir names will 
be sent to the heads of department for consideration in filling* up 
vacancies under them. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Posts of Revenue Sheristadars and Superintendents of the Collectorates, 

Bengal. 

176. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) the number of posts of Revenue. Sheristadars and Superin- 
tendents of the Collectorates in the province; and 

(it) the number of them that are Mussalmans? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the post of Revenue Sheristadar of Rogra was filled up by 
the Board of Revenue, Bengal, from outside the Division instead of 
b e ing filled up by the District Officer? 
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(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Minister be pleased to state whether suitable candidate was available 
in the Rajshahi Division? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how the posts 
of Revenue Sheristadars of Jalpaiguri and Malda were filled up by 
candidates of the same Division after the appointment at Bogra? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)(i) 27 and 

(«) 2 . 

(b) Yes; this was done on the request of the Commissioner of the 
Division. 

(c) No. 

(d) Both these posts were tilled up “before” and not “after” the 
post of Sheristadar for Bogra was filled up. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state who was the final authority in making the appointments referred 
to in question (b)? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question has been answered just now. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are contemplating to raise the 
number of Muslims in the posts? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These posts are 
filled up according to efficiency and if suitable Muhammadans are 
available certainly Government will not hesitate to appoint them. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. L. RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how many candidates were there for the posts of 
Revenue Sheristadar of Bogra? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state that whenever the question of filling of an appointment arises the 
Mussalmans are considered to be inefficient? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 

^Government made any such statement that the Muhammadans are r 
inefficient or efficient. These posts are filled up by promotion accord- 
ing to merit. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: In reference to answer (a) ( i ), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any fixed percentage 
is reserved for Muhammadans P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. There 

is no fixed percentage for filling up the posts of sheristadars. 


Standard weight for Agricultural products. 

177. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and- Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(i) that the average standard of weight prevailing in Bengal in 

buying and selling agricultural products is 80 tolas a seer; 
and 

(ii) that in mufassal jute companies an attempt is persistently 

being made to introduce a system of 90 tolas a seer at the 
time of buying jute from jute-growers in spite of the fact 
that the jute mills buy jute 80 tolas a seer? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of preventing 
this attempt of exploiting the jute-growers in matter of the system 
of weight of jute ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a)(i) No such 
standard has been prescribed by law in this province except in urban 
areas where municipal authorities have been empowered to frame by- 
laws adopting this standard. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

(b) I may remind the hon’ble member that the establishment of 
standards of weights is a matter for Lederal legislation. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken to secure the 
information referred to in (a) (ii)? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: No steps have been 
taken at least by my department. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of securing this information? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I do consider it 
desirable. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is prepared to make an enquiry into the allegations 
referred to in question (a) (U) ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has already been answered. 

Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chattopadhaya. 

178. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) when was Babu Satya Ranjan Chattopadhaya, son of Babu 

Sris Chandra Chattopadhaya, arrested under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act; 

(ii) what was his age then ; 

(in) what is his present age; 

( iv ) was any warning given to his father before his arrest; 

(v) was his father told anything about the allegations against 

him ; 

(vi) what was the detenu doing at the time of his arrest; and 

(vii) what is his educational qualification now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) October, 1932 

(ii) 18 years. 

(in) 23 years. 

(iv) and (v) I have no information whether the local officers gave 
any warning to his father. There was nothing to prevent the detenu 
from communicating to his father the purport of the statement of 
allegations made against him. 

(vi) He was a student. 

(vii) He has passed the B.A. examination and I understand that 
he is preparing for the M.A. examination. 

Expenditure incurred for the tour of the Hon’ble Minister and jute 
restriction for the last three years. 

179. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the expenditure incurred for the tour of the Hon’ble Minister 
for the last three years commencing from 1934, year by 
year; and * 

(h) the expenditure incurred for jute restriction for the last three 
years, year by year? 
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(6) Will the Hobble Minster be pleased to state the cost incurred 
by the Ministers in their tours for jute restriction for the last three 
years, year by year? 

MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) (?) The expenditure ill question was 
as follows : — 

Rs. 

1934- 35 ... 13,963 

1935- 36 ... 12,589 

1936- 37 ... 12,161 


(ii) The approximate expenditure for jute restriction in 1934-35 and 
1935-36 was Rs. 39,426 and Rs. 43,885, respectively. As the final 
accounts for 1936-37 are not yet made up, the figures for 1936-37 cannot 
be given. 

(b) There is no available information on this point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of the very high percentage of expenditure 
incurred on tour by the Hon’ble Ministers, namely, nearly 33 per cent, 
in 1934-35, and more than 30 per cent, in 1935-36 on this account out of 
the total expenditure, the exact nature of the propaganda the Ministers 
undertook during the tour? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: As the Ministers 
who undertook the tour are not in office, it is difficult to state the exact 
nature of the propaganda. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUFS Do the Government contemplate to 
take up jute restriction this year also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the various Ministers who made the tour? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I want notice. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: In reply to Dr. Sanyal’s question, 
the Hon’ble Minister for Finance disowned any knowledge of what the 
previous Ministers did. Are we to understand that they are ignorant of 
w hat happened before them ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I have never 
pleaded ignorance. 
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Detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta. 

180. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Special) Department aware that detenu Birendra Nath Das 
Gupta of Deoli Jail is suffering from asthma and other complaints? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the aiTangement that has been made by 
the jail authorities for his treatment ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta prayed for 
“home internment” to get facilities for preparing for M.A. examina- 
tion as the climate of Deoli Tail is not suitable to him ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government 
are considering the desirability of granting detenu Birendra Nath Das 
Gupta freedom to prosecute further study ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) The detenu 

is now under treatment in the Presidency .Tail and has had no serious 
attack of asthma since his arrival there. 

( c ) No such application has been received bv Government. 

(d) This detenu will get the usual facilities which detenus receive 
for studying for the M.A. examination. 

Persons arrested and detained under the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act in 1930 and 1931. 

181. Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

( i ) the number and the names of the persons of Bengal arrested and 
detained under the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 1930 
and 1931; 

(u) the number of them who have not yet been released with the 
place of their detention ; 

(Hi) the number and the names of the persons arrested and detained 
without trial under Bengal Regulation III of 1818 since 
1930 with the places where they have been kept under 
detention ; 

(iv) the number and the names of the persons detained without trial 
during the period from 1931 to the 31st March, 1937, and 
thereafter since the 1st of April, 1937; 
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( v ) the number and the names of the persons detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and under Bengal 
Reguation III of 1818, respectively, released conditionally 
during the period from 1930 up to the 31st March, 1937, 
and thereafter since the 1st of April, 1937 ; and 

(vi) the number and the names of the persons detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and under the Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818, respectively, released uncondition- 
ally during the period from 1930 up to the 31st of March, 
1937, and in 1937 since the 1st of April? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I regret that material for 
the preparation of such a statement cannot be collected without an 
expenditure of time and labour which Government are unable to 
undertake. 

Number of persons in different oadres of the Police Services. 

182. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for each year from 1935 to date the number 
of persons in different cadres of the Police Services in the province 
employed in the — 

(a) Intelligence Branch; 

( b ) Special Branch; and 

(c) Criminal Investigation Department, sections holding (i) tem- 

porary and (ii) permanent posts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on 
the table. 
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Dr. NALINAK&HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what !hgve:been the- reasons for suddenly making a large 
number of officers in the Intelligence Branch permanent after the 
introduction of the reforms who were for the last three years carrying 
on as temporary officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am surprised that the 
hon’ble member after having seen the statement that has been placed 
before the House stated that they have been made permanent after the 
inauguration of the new constitution. Every one of those persons was 
made permanent before the new constitution came into effect. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to item 4— Deputy Superintendents of Police — where 
it is stated that on 1st January, 1937, there were ten temporary officers 
and up-to-date figures are that six out of them have been made perma- 
nent. When were they made permanent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite a different 
question altogether to stating that they were made permanent during 
the new regime. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When were they made permanent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They were made perma- 
nent before the 1st April, 1937. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My submission is that in view of 
the inauguration they were suddenly made permanent. In item 3 — 
Inspectors — there were 65 temporary Inspectors on the 1st January, 
1937. I find 48 out of them have been made permanent. As regards 
Sub-Inspectors there were 201 temporary Sub-Inspectors, out of which 
161 have been made permanent all of a sudden. May I know when they 
were made permanent and why? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Before the 1st April, 1937, 
they were made permanent by the old Government and not by the new. 
The old Government considered it necessary and advisable to make them 
permanent and not to keep them on a temporary basis. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased,, to state who was the Hon’ble Member or Minister who dealt 
with this matter between the period 1st of January and 31st of March, 
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*fThe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It must have been dealt 
with by the Member responsible for that department between the 1st 
of January and 31st of March, 1937. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of these officers having been made 
permanent it has become difficult now to enforce retrenchment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is a large number 
of temporary staff still on the list who can be retrenched when the 
situation improves. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the numerous spies and informers are included 
in this? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Professor of Chemistry in Islamia College. 

183. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
who has been appointed the Professor of Chemistry in Islamia College 
after the death of Professor Das Gupta and what is his qualification 
and what class did he get and what is his position ? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) how many candidates were there for the post of Chemistry in 

the Islamia College; and 

(ii) how many candidates were sent to the Selection Committee? 

(c) Is it a fact that the gentleman appointed comes from Nadia 
and is less qualified than Maulvi Akbar Ali, a 1st class M.Sc. of the 
Calcutta University ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the claim 
of Maulvi Akbar Ali, m.sc., was turned down? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the present 
incumbent was confirmed to his post in lectureship? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Maulvi M. Ahmad 
Hossain, M.Sc. in Chemistry, class II (Calcutta) 1928, B.Sc. with 2nd 
class Honours in Chemistry (Calcutta) 1926. 

Research Assistant for 3J years in the Imperial Institute of ? *Agri- 
cultural Research at Pusa (1928-193 2). Worked as a Lecturer *n 
Chemistry for 4 years. 
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His position was 9th and 4fh in the B.Sc. (Honours class II) dud 
M.Sc. examinations, respectively. 

(b) (i) Eleven. 

(u) Such information is of a confidential character and cannot be 
supplied. 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative 
and 1 that to the second part is in the negative. Though a second class 
man, Maulvi M. Ahmad Hossain had considerable experience in teaching 
while Maulvi Akbar Ali Mullick had none. 

( d ) Maulvi M. Ahmad Hossain was considered more suitable for 
the appointment in view of his experience in teaching. 

(e) On 5th May, 1935. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many candidates were selected by the Public 
Service Commission with regard to answer (b) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have notice, 
I cannot say off hand. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any Hindu candidate more qualified that 
the one who has been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Selection was made by the 
Selection Commiftee and I cannot say who were the candidates before 
the Committee? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is there any rule putting a ban 
on the appointment of a Hindu candidate who is qualified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have every reason to 
believe that the best candidate was selected. 


Mohsin Overseas Scholarship. 

1S4. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that a first 
class Muhammadan M.Sc. of the Calcutta University who was a research 
scholar and was highly recommended by Dr. Qudrat-i-Khoda applied for 
overseas scholarship ? . 

i~b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
result of his application? 
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The Hon’Ue Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) One Mr. Akbar Ali 

Mallik, m. sc., applied far the Mohsin Overseas Scholarship for 1931 
with a recommendation from Dr. Qudrat-i-Khoda . 

(b) The scholarship was awarded to another candidate after inter- 
ne w by the Selection Board. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD : With regard to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform the House the name of the 
candidate who was awarded the scholarship and what were his qualifica- 
tions ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask for notice, I cannol 
say off hand. 

Seats for the scheduled caste students in Guru Training Schools, 

Mymensingh. 

185. Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that in the Government and 
Aided Guru Training Schools in the district of Mymensingh, besides one 
school for the Hill Tribes, there is accommodation for 94 students 
only? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister make an arrangement fort the increase of seats to meet the 
greater demands of trained teachers likely to be required under the Free 
Primary Education Act ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the number of scheduled caste students undei 
training is very small? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, do not the Govern- 
ment think it desirable to increase the number of seats for the student? 
of the scheduled castes, reserving for them at least 25 per cent, of the 
seats ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The suggestion will be considered very shortly. 

( c ) I have no information at present. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state, with reference to question ( cl ), that the case of the 
scheduled castes will be considered sympathetically? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly. 
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Bengal Registration Manual. 

186. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: ( a ) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that great incon- 
venience is felt by the public as copies of the Bengal Registration 
Manual, 1928, are not available for sale in the Secretariat Book Depot ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of taking steps for reprinting the 
Manual ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I have been informed 
that there is a demand for the Manual which is not available now for 
sale. 

(b) Steps are being taken to make a thorough revision of the 
Manual of 1928 before it is reprinted. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when the revised Registration Manual of 1928 is likely to be reprintedP 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not in a position to 
answer as it is very difficult. 


Extra copyists in the office of the Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta. 

187. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the extra copyists under the Regis- 
trar of Assurances, Calcutta, who have been serving for a period of 15 
to 20 years as temporary hands have not yet been made permanent? 

(b) Is it a fact that outsiders have been selected as permanent 
copyists instead of those who have been working as temporary copyists 
for 15 to 20 years continuously? 

(c) If so, what are the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of copyists that have been appointed from amongst 
outsiders, their names, the date of their appointments and 
their qualification, year by year, from 1925 to 1936; and 

(n) the number of extra-copyists with dates of their appointment and 
qualifications that have been made permanent, year by year, 
from 1925-36 ? 
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The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. The extra 
copyists who are not educationally qualified have not been given per- 
manent appointments. 

( b ) One outsider has been recruited for a permanent post. 

„ ( c ) The Registrar of Assurances examined the extra copyists and 
found that with one exception who was given a permanent appointment, 
none of them was fit for a permanent appointment. He, therefore, 
recruited a graduate from outside. 

(i d ) ( i ) Babu Durgadas Banerjee, jj.a., an outsider, was appointed 
as a permanent copyist on the 13th October, 1936. 

( ii ) A statement furnishing the particulars is laid on the Library 
table. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (a), if there were no other 
extra copyists who have passed the Matric and who have passed the 
I.A.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice, I cannot 
answer off hand. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is fair to continue the services of a man for 
20 years and then dismiss him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at is a question of opinion. 

Schedule of expenditure, 1937-38. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I beg to lay 

on the table the schedule of expenditure for the year 1937-38 authenti- 
cated by the Governor under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 80 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Secretary will take steps to keep this in safe 
custody. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: May I rise on a point of order, Sir, with 
reference to non-official Bills ? I do not in any way wish to obstruct or 
take up ihe time of the House, but there is a very serious point in rela- 
tion to these Bills and a point upon which, I am sure, every member of 
the House will support what I have to say. There are 187 non-official 
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Bills in this paper. I myself have been particularly scrupulous to pick 
up from the table every non-official Bill which was laid there. I have 
not been absent from the House on any day, and I am satisfied that I 
have as good a collection of non-official Bills as any other member of this 
House; and out of 187 Bills I possess only 17. There is only one con- 
clusion which can be drawn from that and that is that the members in 
charge of these Bills have disobeyed the Rules and Standing Orders of 
this House and have disobeyed the instructions of the Secretary to 
circulate these Bills for the information of members, and I would ask 
you to consider, Sir, whether this House should not lay down once and 
for all the principle that we should not be asked to vote in any way 
whatever on any matter which we had not had an opportunity of seeing. 
I put this for the convenience of the members and for the greater 
expedition of the House. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is it a speech or a point of order? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: This is a matter which concerns every member of 
the House and I ask for your support and ruling that we should not 
consider in any way anything we have not seen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the point which has been raised by 
Mr. Millar about non-circulation of copies to members regarding non- 
official Bills. The usual practice is that so far as the introduction stage 
is concerned, and that is in the Standing Rules also, it is the convention 
that the Bill is not opposed. Under the Rules and Standing Orders also 
copies need not be circulated if the member only intends to introduce 
the Bill. As such a member will be perfectly in order to introduce the 
Bill without previous circulation.. But there is a bar to the Bill being 
taken into consideration or referred to a Select Committee or circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon if copies of the Bills 
are not available to the members at least seven days before the day on 
which the Bill is taken up. In a matter like this, 1 would be very 
reluctant to use the discretion which I have to relax the seven da\s’ 
rule in favour of members, if copies of the Bill are not available to all 
members, especially now that there are so many Bills pending. A 
member who is a little more alert and watchful must get priority over 
another who is not so; and as such I hold that generally members must 
get their copies at least seven days before the date a Bill is taken up. 
But the proper stage at which Mr. Millar or anybody can take objection 
is when a further motion is made after the introduction of the Bill. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SUREHDRA MOHAN MAURA: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. , 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. * 
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Mf. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I beg to move that the said 
Bill be taken into consideration. 

Sir, I do not want to take up the time of the House by delivering a 
long speech. My Bill has been circulated to all the members of the 
House and its object has been stated clearly in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons. So, at this stage I do not propose to state at length the 
reasons for introduction of the Bill. The only point which I want to 
tell the members at the outset is that the inclusion of sections 10A to 
10E has been found to be very oppressive. So, with your leave, Sir, I 
would read the Statement of Objects and Reasons. It runs as follows: — 

“The Court of Wards Act, 1879, was amended in the year 1906, 
when sections 10A to 10E were added afier section 10 of the original 
Act. Section 10C provided that if any process of execution had been 
issued by a Civil Court .” 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, may I be permitted to point out that 
Mr. Maitra is reading out the whole of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, copies of which have been circulated to members? May it not 
be taken as read? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Maitra can discuss the principles of the Bill 
in his speech. Will he be able to finish his speech quickly? 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In that case, Sir, need I 
read out the Statement of Objects and Reasons? 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I understand that under the 
rules the Statement of Objects and Reasons has to be read out. 


Mr. SPEAKER: There is no such rule. 


Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, in that case I do not 
Avish to take up the time of the House by making any further remarks. 
There is an amendment to be moved by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to 
Avhich I shall perhaps agree. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, before moving 

for reference of this Bill to Select Committee, with your permission, 
I want to substitute the name of Mr. Debj Prasad Khaitan in place of 
the name of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu. Further, as the consent of 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta was not available, I would like to substitute 
the name of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal in place of the name of 
Mr. Datta. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Has the consent of these gentlemen been received? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

I beg now to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

^(1) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Debi Prasad Khaitan, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(4) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(5) Babu Upendra Nath Barman, 

' (6) Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra, 

(7) Mr. Santosli Kumar Basu, 

(8) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(9) Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Manoranjan Banner jee, 

(11) Mr. J. B. Ross 

(12) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadir, 

(13) Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood, 

(14) Mr. Shah Abdur Rauf, 

(15) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(16) Mr. S. A. Salim, 

(17) Mr. Abdul Waliab Khan, and 

(18) myself, 

with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Rai Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1937. 

Sir, my honourable friend, Mr. Maitra, has got the reputation of 
being an experienced man of the world. I am sure he would not ask 
the House to hurry through the Bill as is being done in the case of the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill— where something impossible is 
sought to be done. Fancy, Sir, the whole land system of Bengal is 
going to be revolutionised in the twinkling of an eye and without con- 
sulting the ‘public or those who are affected by it seriously. 

I don’t know, Sir, if in his election manifesto Mr. Maitra promised 
anything about this Court of Wards Bill. If so, I won’t stand in his 
way but I am sure it was not so. 
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I have not gone through the provisions of the Bill carefully and I 
hope they do not stand on a pedestal of some imaginary grievances as 
the Bengal Tenancy Act which is about to shake the solid foundation 
of Bengal and might break the structure only to allow communism and 
bolshevism to come and grow through the back-door and ultimately 
bring on chaos and disorder. 

I hope Mr. Maitra will allow those who are concerned to have ffleir 
say and hear their voice and then in proper time accept their reasonable 
suggestions, if any. 

I would, therefore, request Mr. Maitra to accept my amendment. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHAR ESWAR ROYS Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment moved by Rai Bahadur Jogesli Chandra Sen. It appears to 
me that the contagion of the Government procedure of hustling an 
official measure through the legislature has also spread to the Congress 
cam]). The Government wanted to expedite the passage of the Tenancy 
Bill in pursuance of its pledge to bring immediate relief to the raiyats . 
I should like to know what has made the Congress so impatient as to do 
away with the normal procedure of the Bill. Is the Congress pledge 
bound to the mahajans to bring immediate relief to them at the cost of 
zamindars who are in distress? Of course the zamindars appear in both 
the pictures and that perhaps makes the Congress conscience clear. The 
Congress gave innumerable pledges to the people and one of them was 
according to Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty of the Congress to 
bring about revolution in the country by the annihilation of the 
zamindars. The violent speech that Mr. Chakrabarty delivered the 
other day on the floor of the House, if made outside it, would have 
perhaps landed him in the Police Court. Even if the annihilation of 
the zamindars be the motive behind the Congress impatience, it is 
queer that its first official move should have been directed to the 
improvement of the economic condit’on of the mahajanx, of all people. 

The general trade depression and the Proja movement have placed 
the zamindars in a pitiable condition. The maJwjans took the fullest 
advantage of the condition of the zamindars, advanced them loans on 
short-term contracts at a prohibitive rate of compound interest and 
harassed them till in many cases they were forced to execute fresh 
bonds on a higher rate of interest. The raiyats were faced with a 
similar situation and the burden had become unbearable to both. The 
Government had to come to the relief of the raiyats. The Government 
could not remain blind to the condition of the zamindars for the fates 
of the raiyats and zamindars are linked together. After a careful con- 
sideration of the whole situation, an amendment was made in the Court 
of Wards Act in 1935 which brought some relief to the encumbered 
zamindars. It saved them from the harassment of the mahajans, though 
the maluijans do not lose a single pie of their dues; on the other hand, 
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the payment is doubly assured to them under Government management 
of the zamindars’ property. I should like to know what has happened 
in the meantime for the Congress to take up the cause of the rnahajans 
and bring ruin to the zamindars. The Congress may not care to look 
at the other side of the shield and may consider it a magnificent feat if 
it can hasten the ruin of the zamindars; but the House has a right to 
beaacquainted with the real state of things, and it is for this reason that 
the Bill should be circulated for public opinion. Sir, the mover further 
proposes to debar the proprietor from working as manager. The reason 
advanced is that because a proprietor has to be declared a disqualified 
proprietor under the Court of Wards Act he is incapable of managing 
his zamindary. This proves the mover’s utter ignorance of the real con- 
ditions. He overlooks the fact that the proprietor in such eases acts 
as manager under the direct control of the Collector of the district and 
the Board of Revenue. This system keeps him in close touch with his 
raiyats and trains him up in the art of zamindary management under 
Government’s supervision. Sir, in conclusion, I may be permitted to 
say that it is a pity that the Congress should have taken up the cause 
of the mahajam at the cost of ruining the zamindars who are in dis- 
tress. I support tile amendment for the circulation of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 beg to support the motion that lias been 
moved by Rai Jagesli Chandra Sen Bahadur and that lias also been sup- 
ported by Kumar Khib Shekhareswar Roy. 1 oppose the motion for 
taking the Bill into consideration. I will as well oppose the motion for 
referring this Bill to a Select Committee. In making the statement my 
submissions are that this Hill for the amendment of the Bengal Court 
of Wards Act is not a Bill of so much importance and urgency that it 
requires either to be considered on the floor of the House all at once or 
should be referred to a Select Committee. In all these measures and 
resolutions the opinion of the public ought to be obtained and the views 
of associations in the mufassal, the views of lawyers, of zamindars and 
of other public bodies ought to be ascertained as well. Now, Sir. it hs 
well known, and it may be argued also by the other side, how is it that 
you do not agree to consider this Bill on the floor of this House or to 
refer it to a Select Committee, how is it that >ou agree to-day to refer 
this Bill for circulation for eliciting public opinion when only the other 
day we brought lorward the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, and 
without referring it for circulation or to a Select Committee proceeded 
with its consideration on the floor of this House? I submit, Sir, there 
is a good deal of difference between the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act and the Court of Wards Act. The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act is an Act of urgent and immediate necessity and therefore it was 
considered necessary to proceed at once with the Bill without waiting 
for a single moment, whereas the provisions laid down in the Court of 
Wards Act are not so very stringent, are not so very harsh or so very 
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urgent as to be discussed here at once or to be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. There are some provisions in this Act itself which may tell 
very hard upon those whom it will affect. In clause 3 of the Bill it has 
been stated that the sons of disqualified zamindars or proprietors of land 
should not be allowed to be made managers of the wards’ estates. Herein 
also I disagree with the mover that simply because a proprietor has been 
disqualified it does not follow naturally that his son is also not com- 
petent enough to manage his own estate and that the sins of the father 
must be visited upon his son. Here we are reminded of a story in the 
Aesop’s Fable that a leopard in order to devour a lamb told it that 
simply because its father had muddled the water (Mr. Sakat Chandra 
Bose: Muddled the water?) therefore he must devour it. Is that the 
reason which weigh with Mr. Maitra to say that the sons of disquali- 
fied proprietors should not be allowed to be managers? I am not 
going to deal in detail with the provisions of the Act, because there 
has been a motion also for reference to a Select Committee. For these 
reasons, Sir, I submit that the reference of this Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee as also tlie motion for faking it into consideration should be 
opposed, and the motion for circulation supported by the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 propose to put the motion for circulation first and 
then the motion for reference to a Select Committee. 

The motion was put and a division called. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Before you put the 

motion to vote may I have the leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your turn has not come yet. When it comes you 
w r ill have a chance to withdraw your motion. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the House, arrangement has been made to 
utilise three doors on my right for the Ayes lobby and also three doors 
on my left for the Noes lobby. This will facilitate recording of votes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is divided 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to 
raise a point of order. I made it perfectly clear in my opening speech 
that an amendment for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee would 
come from the Hon ’hie Minister in charge and that I would accept it. 
As a matter of fact, the Hon’ble Minister did move his amendment for 
reference to a Select Committee. Is he in order then, Sir, in going to 
the “Aye” lobby when this motion for circulation was being voted upon? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. As a matter of fact, if the Hon’ble 
Minister had not indicated his desire that he was prepared to withdraw 
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his amendment, then for him to vote for the circulation motion would 
have been technically improper. But, in view of the fact that he 
expressed a desire to withdraw his amendment, I do not think that, 
technically speaking, any objection can be taken to his conduct. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : I rise on a point of older, 
Sir, and more than that. May I submit, Sir, that if you had put the 
vote regarding circulation motion first and the House had decided 
against it, then Sir Bijoy could have moved his motion for reference 
to Select Committee, and inasmuch as you did not put the circulation 
motion to vote before calling upon Sir Bijoy to move his motion for 
reference to Select Committee then he was perfectly in order in moving 
for reference to Select Committee, because in case that was lost, there 
would have been no second defence to fall back upon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are entirely wrong, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
and 1 say this from the point of view that there is something like con- 
stitutional propriety which also should be heeded. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear’’ from the Congress benches.) Constitutional propriety demands 
that if there is a motion which is really contradictory to another motion, 
a member moving one motion should not vote for the other motion, but, 
1 held that Sir Bijoy can do so in the present case. {Hear, hear 
from the Congress benches.) There is no bar to his doing so. It is 
open to a member to disavow all intentions in the light of discussion 
(Itai FTakendra Nath Chaudhuri : And eat his own words) and I have 
nothing to say to that. I say again it is a matter of constitutional 
propriety and nothing more than that. But as I have already said, in 
view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister before he voted expressed 
a desire to withdraw his motion he was perfectly constitutionally proper 
and acted within his rights. Now, I declare the result of the division. 
Those who are for the motion are 129 and those who are against the 
motion 63. Therefore, the Ayes have it. The result is that Sir Bijoy’s 
motion for reference to a Select Committee falls through. 


AYES. 


Abdul Axis, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hallx, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hafllz Mia Mr. 

Abdul Hakoom, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biiwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Sytd. 

Abdulla-au Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Raanhld Mahmoud, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. 


Abdur Rauf, Mr Shah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abdui Shahaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abldur Raza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abul Hoiain, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta of 
Muktagacha, Mymansingh. 

Aftav Hoiain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayatpuri. 
Ahmed Ali Mridha, Mailvi. 

Ahmad Hoiain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 
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Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvl. 

Azhar AH, Maulvl. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshml Narayan. 

Brathar, Mr. F. C. 

Croiflald, Mr. L. M. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Oat, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. 

Data, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Huq, The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr, 

Fazlur Rahman Muktear, Mr. 

Farguton, Mr. R. H. 

Giasuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

Gelam Sarwar Hotaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Griffith!, Mr. C. 

Gurung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., at 
Dacca. 

Hafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

* Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahib. 

Hatina Murshed, Mrs. 

Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Idrit Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan 8ahib. 

Kazem Ali Mirra, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. 
MacLauchlan, Mr. C. S. 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krithna Prasad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Milat, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne- Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohtin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. 6., C.I.E. 


Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan Salylb Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauhri. 

Muhammad Ithaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Dr. Syad. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 
Musharruff Hottain, the Hon’bla Nawab, Khaa 
Bahadur. 

Muitufa Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nauther Ali, the Hon’bla Maulvi Syad. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’bla Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Pratanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Taratdar, Maulvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Hon’ble 8ir Bljoy Prasad 8ingh, Kt. 

Roy, Kumar 8hib Shekharaswar. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 

8adaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanauliah, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

8arkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddtn, C. B. E., Mr. Khwaja. 

8hamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

8irdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

8teven, Mr. <1. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs Ellen. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr 


NOES. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 
Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Attab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad. 
Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. p. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 
Banerjee, Mr. Satya Priya. 
Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 
Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 


Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Boss, Mr. Sarat Chandra, 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chakrabarty. Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Babu Hari pada. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandra Nath, 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Babu Mahlm Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Oupta, Mr. Narandra Natb. 

Dolui, Mr. Harandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Sakumar. 
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Dutta Ofipto, MIn Mira. 

DutU Maiamtfar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Htqu#, Kazi. 

Ghost, Mr. Atul Krishna. 
Qiasuddln Ahmed, Mr. 
eemei, Mr. t. A. 

Gupta, Mr. ilogasli Chandra. 
Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed. 
Hlmatsinfka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Khan, Mr. Dabendra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 
Kundu, Mr. Nishltha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. 
Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Mazumdar; Mr. Birendra Nath. 
Mai, Mr. Iswar Chnadra. 


Maniruizaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Mukherjte, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. 8arat Chandra. 

Mulliek, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 
Ramizuddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran 8ankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

8on, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

8haheda!i, Mr. 

8inha, 8rljut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I, Sir, with your per- 
mission, point out that the Hon’ble Minister had assured the Congress 
Group that he would press for the Select Committee motion. Was he 
in order now in offering to withdraw his motion and supporting the 
circulation motion, when you were putting the motion to vote? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, that is one of the inconsistencies of politics ! 


The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
for leave to introduce the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 
The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this Jute Bill is concerned, my diffi- 
culty is that I have only just had an opportunity of going through the 
Bill. The Bill as originally notified required the consent of the 
Governor under section 82(7) of the Governor of India Act, 1935, and 
we took 'steps to get that consent, but we have not yet received it, and 
so {he Bill cannot be moved now. 

(The motion was, therefore, postponed.) 

(To Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas who rose in his seat): Mr. Biswas, 
} ou will rise when your turn comes to move your Bill. 

The Bengal Development (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce the Bengal Development (Amendment) Bill, 

1937. 

Tn asking for leave to introduce the Bill I ncjd not deliver a long 
speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, no speech is necessary at all. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. CIASUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the case of this Bill, the sanction of the 
Governor has not yet been received; so, it cannot be moved at this 
stage. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
b^g to move for leave to introduce the Bengal Local Self-Government 
•(Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Sweep-stakes Bill, 1937. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Sweep-stakes Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 also move that the said Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

First of all I must say that my Bill is absolutely non-controversial 
and it is a panacea for all evils and also humanitarian. There is a mis- 
apprehension in the minds of many that lotteries and sweep-stakes are 
a sort of betting or gambling. But I submit that a sweep-stake is not 
gambling; there is much difference between a sweep-stake and gambling. 
Beal gambling, as is known to everybody, is race course betting, and 
although betting is a definite form of gambling, it is gbing on merrily 
in this country. It is a recognised gamble because people encouraged ; 
by luck, stake all their money and thereby not only ruin themselves 
but their whole families. There are many such instances. Only three 
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years ago, it is a well-known fact, that a certain lawyer of Calcutta fell 
down dead on the race course. What was the reason? The reason was 
that he got a tip from a certain jockey by bribing him and he mortgaged 
not only his house but also his wife’s jewellery and collected about 
Rs. 10,000. He then ran to the race course and put all the money on 
the horse, the name of which the jockey gave him, all the time expect- 
ing that his horse would come first. But, alas, the result was that the 
horse did not come first and he lost all his money and lost his life. 
(A voice: What was his name?) His name was . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would once again draw the attention of the 
members of the House that it is a well-known parliamentary conven- 
tion that in citing an example of any incident they are not to mention 
any names. Mr. Banerji, you should not mention the name. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Now, Sir, this is not the only instance; as 
readers of newspapers are well aware, there are many such instances. 

There is some sort of intoxication in the race course. I may very 
shortly give an example of how it intoxicates people. It is seen that 
'people who run out of luck become addicted to this vice : they spend 
most of their time in the race course and it is not uncommon to see some 
of them in the winter morning lying on the grass in the race course 
covered with a blanket to ascertain the gallops of the horses — perhaps 
with the gallops of the horses their hearts also dance and gallop. 

Then, Sir, there are many instances of not only persons dying but 
also ruining themselves and their families by indulging in this habit; 
and although race is a real form of gambling, it is going on merrily in 
this country. 

When I brought a Bill to introduce other forms of gambling in 
order to put the Government in the wrong it was not accepted. Then, 
Sir, the dog race was legalised in 1934 in England. The dog race was 
started in Lucknow, it was going on merrily in Alipore (Belvedere) 
also i^t the name of sport and skill. This is the slate of things going on 
and Government take no notice of it and this illegal thing was legalised 
by an amending Act. 

Now, Sir, let us for a moment consider what a sweep-stake is and a 
lottery. It is a game of chance and not a gambling. Don’t \ou feel, 
Sir, that whole life is a chance? Let us see next what mischief is done 
by a lottery. 

In Calcutta many sweep-stakes are run. They are run by — 

" Calcutta Turf Club, 

Rangers Club, 

Victoria Club, 

Graill Club, 

St. Anthony’s Orphanage, St. Annes and other orphanages. 


27 
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It may be noted that even the orphanages run these sweep-stakes. How 
can it be said that lottery is immoral and vicious when it is run by the 
clergymen? I have been putting question after question and resolu- 
tion after resolution from 1932 right up to this time for the introduc- 
tion of lottery and sweep-stake but to no effect. Every time Govern- 
ment refused it and said that they could not accept my proposal. 
However, I have been able to bring the Government to their knees ana 
they had to admit that these sweep-stakes could be run and they were 
not illegal if they were run with the permission of the Government. 

In 1870 in the Indian Penal Code there was an amending section 
294A which reads as follows : — 

“Whoever use any office or place for the purpose of any lottery not 
authorised by Government shall be punished with imprisonment, etc.” 
Now, Sir, this law was introduced in 1870, and it has been going on 
since then. Government say that these sweep-stakes and lotteries could 
only be run by clubs and confined to members only. Bui, Sir, although 
I am not a member how is it that 1 possess a bunch of tickets issued by 
the various clubs in my name? Every one knows how these tickets 
can be had and how they are sold publicly. The clubs could not make 
a huge profit unless they sold the tickets to the outside public and 1 
dare say Government are aware of all these things and they are aware 
too that many beneficial things were done in the past out of the proceeds 
of the lottery. As a matter of fact Calcutta town proper owes its 
existence to t lie money derived from lottery. I will mention some of 
the improvements effected out of the proceeds of lotteries. First lottery 
was started in 1784. In that year the value of a ticket was Its. 32 and 
10,000 tickets were sold and St. John’s Church which was the Cathedral 
of Calcutta for a good many years, was built out of the proceeds of 
this lottery at a cost of Hs. 3,20,000. This lottery was started by the 
Commissioners and was called the “Bengal Lottery”. The Commis- 
sioners of the lottery ran this lottery year after year, accumulated a 
large sum of money and spent it in building the town of Calcutta. 
They excavated many big tanks some of which we still find in Calcutta 
and some others have been filled up by the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust. At that time there was no waterworks and these tanks were 
uug for supplying drinking water. The Commissioners effected other 
improvements out of the proceeds of lottery and in 1805 built the 
Town Hall and constructed the Strand Hoad from Prineeps Ghat and 
Hastings Street and probably beyond the roadway from Cornwallis 
Street through College Street, Wellington Street, Wellesley Street 
and Wood Street, Cornwallis Square, Wellington Square, Hungerford 
Street, Amherst Street, Free School Street, Hasting Street, Creek ^ 
How, Mangoe Lane and Bentinck Street. All these streets and squares 
were built out of this fund. Afterwards this was stopped when CaL 
cutta was converted into a municipality in 1876, which took up the 
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work of improvement. If I go into details it will take hours so I put 
to you shortly how lottery was usefully utilised in the past for the 
benefit of the public at large and how it could be usefully run. Lottery 
is still being run by people in Calcutta and not Calcutta alone but also 
in other provinces and in the Native States. It is run in Tipperah, in 
Central India and foreign sweep-stakes tickets are also sold in Calcutta, 
one of them and the biggest of them is the Irish Sweep-Stake. If it is 
: aid that there is no sweep-stake in England, 1 do not dispute that. 
But tickets are sold in England and the English people are interested 
in the sale of these tickets. Tickets are sold from France — the French 
bonds, the Belgian bond; there is also lottery in Hungary and I hold 
many tickets of the State of Monte Carlo and Monako. If it is said 
1 h at it is not a British Dominion, I hold another bunch of tickets from 
Australia, Queensland also in Bermuda in West Indies, Melbourne and 
Sidney. 

Now, Sir, 1 will restrict myself to the Irish sweep-stakes and show 
to the members of this House the amount of money derived by them. 
A large sum of money is drained out of this country, by European 
banks selling these tickets and members of Government including 
their Secretaries have told me that they cannot support them officially 
but in fact many members were themselves holding tickets of Irish 
sweep-stakes in those days. 1 know most persons purchase these 
tickets ami banks sell them. What have Irish Government done out 
of the money derived from these sweep-stakes? They only started this 
m 1930 for the first time and in 7 years’ time they have helped the 
hospitals. The Irish hospitals in 1923-24 were the worst hospitals in 
the world and to-day they are the best hospitals. In the first year, 
i.e., in 1930, they helped the hospitals to the tune of Its. 88 lakhs and 
up till now the total funds they have given to the hospital alone are 
about 7 crores. The Hospitals Trust has placed all the money at the 
hands of the Government. 

Now, Sir, my point is “why should we allow this money to be 
drained out of India and Bengal for nothing? We can just as well 
utilise this money for the benefit of this province. Then there is an 
invidious distinction between person and person. Lotteries are run in 
this province by several clubs and when lotteries were started by Indians 
the. result was that police fell upon them and prosecuted them. Then 
again, Sir, along with lottery, betting goes on merrily in many places. 
I do not refer to the legalised race-course betting, but to surreptitious 
betting in the form of bucket-shops but Government will not take any 
uotice whatsoever. If you allow this state of affairs I would say that 
it is nothing but hypocrisy, in the words of Duke of Atholl in 1934 
when this subject was brought up in Parliament. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, as J was saying the whole object of this 
Bill is to legalise the sweep-stakes that are going on here and at the 
same time, to stop the drainage of money out of this country and to 
utilise it for the purpose of the good of this country. There is no 
denying the fact that the Government is suffering from paucity of 
funds. Now, I have proved to Government that if it is not sinful, 
unwise, vicious on the part of other Governments — independent Gov- 
ernments of Ireland, Belgium, France, Hungary, Turkey and also the 
dominions such as Australia and also other similar States, I fail to 
understand how it can be argued that it is not in any way good on 
our part to run sweep-stakes for the benefit of our people. As I pointed 
out in the beginning there is some misconception in the minds of many 
as they confuse the two issues like race course betting and other 
betting. I maintain that it is nothing of the sort. There is no such 
contingency in a lottery. In case of a lottery you pay Us. 2 up to 
Its. 10 highest once for all, and you take your chance and out of this 
money you can utilise a portion for the benefit of the country as is 
done in Ireland where 25 per cent, goes to the benefit of the hospitals. 
As I pointed out in the beginning the Irish hospitals to-day are the 
best hospitals and they need no more money on that account. Now 
they are utilising 11s. 50 lakhs yearly for the hospitals and the rest of 
tlie money out of 25 per cent, is used in other directions. I would not 
have sponsored a Bill like this year after year if I knew that Govern- 
ment had sufficient funds to save the people of Bengal from death. 
The other day during the budget session questions were put to the 
HonTde Minister in charge of Public Health and I must say that Gov- 
ernment always complained of paucity of funds and members after 
members stood up and depicted a gloomy picture of the horrible 
conditions of the hospitals in Bengal. That being the state of affairs 
T thought that this Government will take a humanitarian point of view 
and support this immediately and would not table a motion for circula- 
tion. 1 have noticed that the Hon’ble Minister as well as other 
members have given notice for circulation. Sir, I feel personally that 
I he Hon’ble Minister is aware, being a member of the old Council when 

1 first tabled this motion, that this State Lottery Bill was circulated 
for public opinion by Government and there were so far as I remember 
147 opinions. Out of that 147 opinions, 144 were in my favour and 

2 definitely against and one neither here nor there, and that opinion 
was from the Turf Club. They could not say either “yea” or “nay” 
and two, so far as I remember, opposed. That was the public opinion 
even in those days. The public opinion was overwhelmingly in my 
favour and now I also maintain if public opinion is taken it will 
naturally be in my favour. Now, Sir, as the Hon’ble Minister has 
tabled his motion for circulation, of course when lie will move it, I 
will perhaps have no objection to the Bill being circulated for public 



1937.1 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


1517 


opinion; but I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that it is not 
done for the purpose of shelving this question. It is the most 
important question before us to-day, because if we can utilize the 
money derived from this measure for the benefit of the people of this 
country, there cannot be any other better cause than what I have put 
in this Bill. Then -again, Sir, if there is any question about the power 
of utilization of the money by Government, I have provided for full 
power to Government in the Bill to the effect that the Local Govern- 
ment may, by notification, make rules regulating the grant of licences 
and the application of this Act. 

Then there 'is another point. Perhaps, I may anticipate the stock 
argument that the Hon’ble Minister will put forward that there will 
be a lot of difficulties in the way and there will be more expenses to 
be incurred for raising this fund. As I have said, it is not necessary 
to obtain public opinion on my Bill. It has been proved beyond doubt 
that lotteries and sweep-stakes <34111 be run very satisfactorily and it is 
a fact that more money will not be required to be spent for organisation 
because such sweep-stakes and lotteries have been very well organised 
by the foreign committees and also those run by the Turf (dub and 
other clubs in Calcutta. These stakes have become very very popular 
and I submit that there need be no apprehension that a major portion 
of the collection will be spent on t lie organisation for running them. 

Now, perhaps the members are getting impatient on account of their 
own bills, and I will put the whole thing in a nutshell. T would like 
that the Hon’ble Minister will take into consideration all the facts; 
either it will be the duty of the Government to stop all sweep-stakes 
or it will be their duty not to make any invidious distinction but to 
legalise all sweep-stakes and control them ; and the whole money in 
that case will not he diverted outside Bengal but will be utilised here, 
crores of rupees, and Bengal will her placed on the same footing as 
treland and other places -and it will be a panacea for all diseases and 
all evils and Bengal once again will be flowing with milk and honey. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
t Lis House. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I liep: to move, 
by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by 31st January, 1938. 

Sir, I congratulate my friend, Mr. Banerji, on his indefatigable 
energy in pursuing this question. He has been at it at least for the 
last five years. Sir, one cannot be of two opinions as regards Lis 
purposes; he has a highly laudable purpose in view and T think if the 
Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Nalini Ranjnn Sarker, whom I do not see here 
now, be allowed £0 change place in the Cabinet with Mr. Banerji, the 
Treasury will be in no dearth of funds. Sir, with the advent of the 
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new constitution all kinds of hopes have been raised in the minds of 
the people which were not considered possible under the old constitu- 
tion but are considered to be within the reach of the people under the 
new constitution. The other day we found in the papers that in a 
certain province there was a demand for legalising and licensing 
brothels. Certainly if that is done, a good deal of money can come to 
the public exchequer. This is also one way of raising money. Now 
the proposal of my honourable friend is that money should be raised 
by legalising and licensing sweep-stakes and lotteries. The first 
obvious objection io this is that it is a very expensive way of raising 
money. A very small percentage of money that is spent by the public 
in such sweep-stakes can possibly come to the public coffers. This is 
one point of view which I think the House should take into considera- 
tion. Again, Sir, my friend has described in very glowing terms the 
evils of gambling that take place in the race courses. I am in perfect 
agreement with him as to the miseries the people suffer on account of 
gambling in the race courses but one would have expected 
Mr. Banerji to see his win to stop gambling in the race courses and 
I think they would have owed a great debt of gratitude to him if lie 
could successfully pilot a Bill for putting a stop to that gambling. 
Instead of that, we find. Sir, that lie is coming forward with a measure 
for encouraging the same gambling spirit in the people of Bengal. 
Certainly, if the proposals of my learned friend are accepted, that will 
encourage the gambling spirit of the people. Private bodies may 
indulge in such enterprises but I do not think it is proper for Govern- 
ment to go in for a thing like that. I, therefore, think that the pro- 
posals of my learned friend cannot he accepted. 

Sir, my friend has said that other countries have adopted courses 
like this for the purpose of raising money but be has been able to 
name only a few countries. Sir, I do not think any religious issue 
should be raised at all on a question like this. The moral objection 
that .can be raised against this proposal is sufficient for the purpose 
and I think so far as a certain section of this House is concerned, 
they cannot think of the proposal of raising money by legalising and 
licensing lotteries. For this reason I am against this measure 
altogether hut if the House is of opinion that Mr. Banerji should be 
given a chance and that the measure should go in for circulation, I 
mn prepared to accede to a demand like that and it is with that view 
only that I have proposed an amendment like this. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1937. 

Sir, the number of huge prizes that have been given by the Irish 
Sweep-stakes has had such an extraordinary effect on my friend, 
Mr. Banerji, that his clearly logical mind has been rather affected 
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to-day and his speech has been full of fallacies. On the one hand, he 
has put before us a picture of what has been achieved in Ireland by the 
enormous sums that Ireland has received and of the enormous amount 
of money that has been given away in prizes. On the other hand, he 
has drawn our attention to what has been going on not in Bengal but 
in Calcutta. If we examine his speech, we find that while he has 
criticised Government for various acts, he has not taken into con- 
sideration that whatever is happening, whether it be racing or lotteries 
at the present time, it is confined to a very limited number of persons. 
Calcutta is not Bengal, and if there is racing in Calcutta, it is only 
those who are residing in Calcutta or occasionally visit Calcutta that 
can be affected by it. If there are clubs which run sweep-stakes, these 
club tickets are sold surreptitiously perhaps, or through their members, 
and it is not easy for ordinary persons to get hold of these tickets 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Perhaps, the Hon’ble Minister 
knows that tickets are sold through members of the clubs. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I know that tickets 
are obtainable perhaps through members of clubs, but it is not easy to 
get the tickets; you have to look for members who can be relied on, 
because there is every chance that even if you win the first prize, you 
may not get the money except through the member. Therefore, the 
number of people affected at the present time by the charm of lotteries 
would not be the same as would happen if Government were to legalize 
lotteries in Bengal. If lotteries be legalized and you want to hold a 
big lottery, it will mean that in every village and every hamlet you 
will have to advertise it and you will have to hawk your tickets and 
collect money from the poorest to the richest. Therefore, the 
'analogies that have been put forward by Mr. Banerji do not hold at 
all. Once you start a legalized sweep-stakes on a large scale, the 
amount of people that will be affected will be so large, the evil effects 
of this kind of thing will be so great and it will have such a bad effect 
on a large number of persons that it will be nothing compared to what 
it is now. 

Then, again, Sir, Mr. Banerji has been carried away by the huge 
prizes that have been offered by the Irish Sw’eep-stakes Committee and 
also the money that they have collected for hospitals through these 
sweep-stakes. He, however, forgets that once yotf start a sweep-stake 
in Bengal, there may be sweep-stakes in Bihar, in the United Provinces, 
in Assam, in Bombay and when you have a large number of sweep- 
stakes competing with one another, the chances of having anything 
approaching the money collected by the Irish Sweep-stake Committee 
a re absolutely nil. Therefore, the beautiful vista that. Mr. Banerji 
he s put before thi& House of our land flowing with milk and honey, 



1520 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[15th Sept., 


I am afraid will be a mere dream and there is no likelihood of any- 
thing like that amount of money being collected. As my friend, 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, has just said before me, it is a most expensive 
way of raising money. If you have a sweep-stake on a big scale and 
if you want to make it popular, you have to offer 40 per cent, of the 
total collection for the 1st prize, 20 per cent, for the 2nd prize and 
10 per cent, for the 3rd, 10 per cent, for non-starters, then 10 per cent, 
will go towards the cost and at the most 10 per cent, will be left and 
even that is doubtful 

Mr. Banerji has started with the idea that you will get a crore of 
rupees out of it. It means that, you must collect twenty crores to be 
able to get one crore out of it. With all these sweep-stakes going 
on, it is not possible to get even one lakh and you will be very 
lucky if you get, more. I submit, therefore, that on the one hand 
the amount of money you will get will be small and on the other the 
evil effect of it will be very great. Then again whereas in Ireland 
the sweep-stakes get money from all over the world, you here, when 
you start competing with Ireland your chance of getting money from 
outside India will be very remote. Then if other provinces compete 
as well the chances are still more remote and whatever money will be 
raised 1 from Bengal will be contributed by her poor people. It will 
mean that a large number of people, 99 per cent, of them, will con- 
tribute their money and make perhaps one per cent, of them rich. 
Is that worth having, — I ask? (Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta: 
What about the races?) — My friend asks what about the races? He 
forgets that it is confined to those few who go to the Calcutta Race 
Course and people who remain outside the enclosure and watch it are 

not affected by it. It is only those who get into the enclosure — I 

admit there is some outside betting also — but their number is not 
more than 5,000 ~Or at the most 10,000, but your Irish sweep-stake 
dealb with ten lakhs of people (A voice: but that is for once a year.) 
May be once a year but once you start a big lottery here the other 
provinces will come in and there will be taxation on sweep-stakes. 
The whole country will be flooded with sweep-stakes and every pro- 
vince will come in with their sweep-stakes (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri : The similar is the case with Europe.) I know but in 

Europe people can afford it, in Bengal they cannot; that is the only 

difference. (A voice: What about Cinemas?) The Cinema is for 
the poor people at 4J annas per show but in this case the minimum is 
Re. 1. Mr. P. Banerji has cited the case of a man who staked every- 
thing and when the horse lost he lost his life also. I may cite the 
case of a man in Bombay who won Rs. 30,000 and then collapsed 
from heart failure and died. If you get ten lakhs of rupees and die 
out of the joy for it, it is useless. Sometime ago I saw the report of 
a person in England who had collected statistics of persons who had 
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won prizes at sweep-stakes and according to that Report it is extra- 
ordinary that 60 or 70 per cent, of those people came to had ends after- 
wards. They were quite happy and contended 1 persons before they got 
prizes but after that they started such a reckless life that they came 
to bad ends. I am sure that if people will go and look up records, 
they will find that the figures I have quoted are not wrong. At least 
I have got them from newspaper reports. I am therefore strongly of 
opinion that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinioq. 
There are strong objections to it. I may confess that there was a time 
when I was myself in favour of this idea but reflection has convinced 
me that this is not a practical proposition whatsoever. As regards 
sweep-stakes, if it was possible to have one sweep-stake confined to the 
whole of India and that there was no competition among the provinces, 
then there was a possibility of your getting a large sum of money. 
I may cite another instance which is known to most of the members of 
this House. There was a time when the Calcutta Turf Club Sweep- 
stake used to give 15 lakhs but after the inauguration of the Irish 
Sweep-stake the Calcutta Turf Club Sweep-stake prize has been reduced 
to 2 \ or 3 lakhs. The enormous fall in the prize money of the 
Calcutta Turf Club Sweep-stake which has been going on for the last 
30 or 40 years and which is known all over the world is an extra- 
ordinary illustration. (A voice: Because they have stopped issuing 
tickets to the public.) Even though they do not issue tickets to the 
public they issue the numbers, but before the Irish Sweep-stake came 
in they gave very big prizes. It is a fact that they are not issuing 
tickets to all but these are confined to members only and those friends of 
members who can get tickets through them. It is therefore not easy 
to get tickets. A legalised sweep-stake will mean flooding the country 
with sweep-stakes. Therefore I am strongly of opinion that this Bill 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 


Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 feel obliged to 
oppose not only the introduction but also the circulation of the Bill 
on two grounds and I am surprised to find that it is a number of the 
Congress who has sponsored the Bill — the Congress under the leader- 
ship of that saintly person Mahatma Gandhi. First sweep-stake is 
another kind of gambling and recognised by every society to be not 
moral. We come here not only as members of the Legislative 
Assembly but also as men with deep religious convictions. I have 
come as a Muslim and in spite of my friends asking for the circulation 
of it I oppose the motion on my conviction. What is legal should also 
be moral. My friend, the sponsor of the Bill, has put forward this 
Bill on two grounds, viz., that we can earn some money which will 
8° to the benefit of some institutions and 1 that we can prevent the 
foreign sweep-stakes by indigenous sweep-stakes. By that he admits 
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by implication that every means should be justified by the end. To 
give an illustration the dacoity can be justified provided the money 
earned by dacoity is utilised for the good of the* people. I do not 
think any member of this House would support dacoity on that 
grountl'. I do not understand what good will be derived by assenting 
to the circulation of the Bill which means temporary consent to it 
although the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin has opposed the bill on 
very cogent grounds. My other point is that once the law recognises 
ft, there will be no end of other immoral measures being introduced 
in this Assembly on the ground of beneficial ends. My submission 
therefore to the Speaker and through the Speaker to the House is that 
a measure to be legally entertained should at the same time be moral, 
and if it is not moral it should not be accepted. On these grounds, 
Sir, I oppose the motion for introduction as well as for consideration 
of the Bill. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Anything I say here on this occa- 
sion I do entirely at my own responsibility and not gn that of the 
European group. The Hon’ble Minister has just cleared somewhat 
the wonderful dream of Mr. P. Banerji. I say it is a very fine dream 
compared to the dream he had the other day when he asked for Rs. 4J 
lakhs for a tuberculosis hospital. In reply the Minister in charge 
enquired how much money could he expect there form ? Some years 
ago I asked a question in reply to which Mr. Prentice said that it was 
freely admitted that hospitals in Calcutta and in Bengal were totally 
inadequate by way of accommodation, equipment and staff for the 
needs of Bengal in normal times, apart from times of epidemic. And 
I asked what Government had in view by way of alleviating that 
situation but they had nothing to offer. They admitted of being 
short of funds and said that we would have to wait till trad'e improved. 
Now, Sir, if you raise money for hospitals in Bengal you will clear 
the future budget of that item which will mean that money which 
will ordinarily be spent from the taxpayer’s money will be used for 
other nation-building departments, or in whatever other direction it 
may be. The question of this flooding the country with sweep-stakes 
does not affect morality at all. There is a saying that what Bengal 
thinks to-day India thinks to-morrow. Why cannot Bengal take the 
lead now? Even if it means flooding the country wdth sweep-stakes 
we shall at least have hospitals which we have not got to-d'ay. If 
you want to solve this question of hospitals you should try to-day to 
get at least two medical college hospitals. I find in this connection 
that the question of morality has been brought in. Now, Sir, here is 
morality in its most hypocritical form. Everyone knows that it is a 
criminal offence to exterminate an embryo from the womb but 
humanity turns round and says that when that embryo emerges in 
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the ordinary course it is not a crime not to provide "that with hospital 
accommodation; that is when it reaches the feeling of consciousness 
we neglect it, but ant so when it is in the womb. 

Now, Sir, lotteries are no new things and the Minister fhrgets 
that this Bill provides that Government will issue those licenses and 
I take it that if this Ministry lias to issue licenses it will have to 
make a full enquiry as to how hospitals will be run and under what 
kind of statutory rights. In England we have 1040 hospitals and 16 
million sterling are raised by subscription and even there questions 
are being raised about lotteries for hospitals. Twice the Labour 
Party raised the question, if we do not get money in the ordinary 
course I think it can be done by raising money from sweep-stakes. 
Southern Ireland lias under three millions of population from our 
colonies and all over the world. Is the conduct of man to man in 
Ireland any worse now than it was before she had the Hospitals 
Sweep-stakes? I say, certainly not. We all realize what we have 
got in Calcutta from lotteries. 1 see one item here — Its. ' r )0, < 71-13-1 1 , 
the balance of the Lottery Committee Fund' subscribed for the Medical 
College Hospitals. The lotteries were abolished in 183G, owing to 
the strength of public opinion, but that was because they were run 
so badly. Because they were run so badly, it is not fair to say that 
you cannot run a sweep-stake perfectly well or that the sweep-stakes 
in Ireland are not run in a perfect manner. The Calcutta St. John s 
Church had its first contribution of Rs. 80,000 from the lotteries, and 
the Town Hall of Calcutta and the Free School, they also were built 
up from contributions from lotteries in Calcutta. Certainly, this 
question must be tested as a whole, and the test is: will the good 
exceed the evil. You insure your life for the simple reason that it is 
subject to risks and you want to. safeguard your life against them. 

Sir, at a Parliamentary inquiry in 1808 Robert Baker, Police 
Magistrate, was asked: “Ho you believe that lotteries are pre- 
judicial to the morals of the people? ’. And he replied’: “In a very 
great degree” — certainly not by buying tickets in a lottery: the 
great evil is insuring. And I hope the Hon'ble the Finance Minister 
w ill remember that for the future. 

Now, Sir, I do not want to take up much of your time. But the 
fact is that lotteries have achieved many things in our time. To 
begin with the Virginian lotteries established the first English 
colonies in America; provided the money to send the people there. 
There were five Westminster Bridge lotteries and the British Museum 
Lottery of £300,000, and the Sunderland Bridge Lottery. We . must 
seize the get- rich-quick mentality of the people and 1 seize upon it and 
11 se it for very good purposes. Every Minister in charge of depart- 
ments says: “We are short of funds; we are short of funds”, which 
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is in strange contrast with the demand for funds in the country. We- 
must seize this mentality, and I would appeal to ^Government to make 
hay while the sun shines. \ 


I would ask those who are somewhat orthodox in their religious 
outlook to change their views and realize what we are up against. 
You must know perfectly well that the Medical College Hospitals are 
grossly overcrowded. There is also a dearth of nurses there and 1 you 
cannot get good nurses. Nowadays, nurses are required to have a 
very high standard of education as well as to have a good physique. 
All these require a great deal of money. The Hospitals are now short 
of nurses; they cannot get good doctors to attend to their duties 
properly because the Hospitals are so overcrowded 1 . Therefore, Gov- 
ernment must face the situation — Why turn down this proposal of 
Mr. Banerji ? The situation must be faced, I repeat. And I think 
the proposal should be accepted. It is a great humanitarian proposal, 
and we do expect them to do better than the Governments of the 
past have done in Bengal and go about these things, so that sweep- 
stakes may be run in Bengal as are done in Ireland and under similar 
conditions. If everything in this world was perfect, then there 
would, of course, be no necessity for lotteries. Are the Hospitals 
here perfect, with people maimed and suffering from diseases which 
can be cured but which are not cured on account of lack of funds? 
I say it is a disgraceful state of affairs, and it is unwise in my opinion 
not to tap a source which may enable us to meet the situation pro- 
perly. 1 have put up a lot of moralization, but I will end by quoting 
the words of the great John Bussell about lotteries and morals: 
There is no wealth but a life. Life is blooming in all its funda- 
mental love. That country is the richest which nourishes the greatest 
number of happy human beings. That man is happy who has had 
the effect, of this on his own life. 


Mrs. ELLEN WEST: I have no hesitation in according my full 
support to the principle of this Bill. It is a well known fact that, 
although sweep-stakes have been considered unlawful under the 
existing law, there are many sw r eep-stakes run by different Associa- 
tions, Clubs, Corporate bodies not entirely for the benefit of charity. 
Most of the funds gained in such sweep-stakes are utilised for the 
promotion of private clubs catering for a handful of members. That 
these sweep-stakes have been allowed to run — especially those which 
are obviously not run for the benefit of charity — cannot be due to 
Government being unaware of the existence of these sweep-stakes. 
Indeed highly placed Government servants have consistently been 
purchasing tickets in these sweep-stakes although they may disclaim 
official knowledge of it. But Government have never been able to 
prevent the conduct of these sweep-stakes although, I believe, there 



1937.*] ' NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 1526 

is at present no position in the law of the land to legalise them. The 
police frequently issue warnings to those who run these sweep-stakes 
and demand their discontinuance hut such warnings have been mainly 
of a formal nature. My object in referring to this aspect of the 
matter is not with a view tp criticising the policy of the Government 
in the past or the action of the individual Government servant. In 
many cases a strict application of the law would have deprived very 
many deserving charities of perhaps the only means of their mainte- 
nance. But, there is no doubt that, in certain cases, the leniency on 
the part of the Government has resulted in institutions other than 
charitable bodies and individuals making sweep-stakes the main 
source of their income. Calcutta is said to have been developed 
mainly through fund's raised by lotteries. There is, therefore, no 
reason why Government should not officially recognise sweep-stakes 
which are run for the benefit of charities even as they do to-day 
unofficially. 

Personally I would prefer that all existing sweep-stakes should be 
closed down and the Government should run two or more lotteries 
every year controlled by a Board consisting of representatives of all 
interests. The profits of such State lotteries could be devoted for the 
purposes mentioned in clause 3 of the Bill before the House. The 
existing sweep-stakes may also be awarded adequate compensation 
for the loss entailed by their closure. 

The other day my hon’ble friend Mr. Wordsworth referred to 
the fact that the nursing service in Bengal is maintained chiefly by 
subscriptions from the public — mainly European philanthropists. No 
one will deny that careful nursing contributes in no small measure 
towards the recovery of a patient and yet Government have not been 
in a position to defray the cost of the nursing service in the Hospitals 
in Calcutta, much less afford any amenities so necessary to these 
nurses in their not too pleasant but most humane duties. State 
lotteries such as I suggest may provide the means necessary for such 
desirable purposes. Such centralisation would in my opinion, 
uicid'en tally, reduce corruption which is bound to arise if Clubs, 
Associations and Local bodies are allowed to run sweep-stakes even 
subject to the grant of licenses. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I, Sir, at this stage have your permission 
to accept the motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN: Sir, I want to withdraw 
ray motion in favour of the motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, I will put your withdrawal motion 
•fterwards. Is it necessary to discuss this matter further? 

(Cries of ‘No, no’.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Then, I think I should put the question. Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan’s motion has been accepted by Mr. P. Banerji. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal Sweep- 
stakes Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon till the 31st January, 1938, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave has been asked by the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin to withdraw his motion. Is there any objection? 

(As there was no objection, the motion was, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn.) 


The Bengal Money-Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Money-Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move for leave to introduce the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Sir, I also beg to move that the said Bill 
be taken into consideration. 

From the clock, Sir, I find that there is not much time for us to 
discuss the matter at length to-day, and so I do not propose to make a 
long speech. Only, I shall give the House in a nutshell my reasons 
why I move this motion. The policy of previous Governments has 
been 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Is your Bill on the same lines as that of 
Mr. Maitra ? 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: No, Sir. It is an entirely different Bill. 
This Bill proposes to exclude landlords from the protection of the Court 
of Wards and wants to include charitable institutions. I have already 
said, Sir, the policy of previous Governments has been to give protection 
to a class of parasites and spoiled children of the soil known as the 
zamindars for political reasons. There was a time, Sir, when the 
zamindars had their utility in the social structure of the nation. There 
was a time when these zamindars had to devote much of their time and 
energy for maintaining their zamindaries and in looking into the 
interests of their tenants. There was a time when the interests of the 
landlords and the interests of the tenants were inseparable. But, Sir, 
things have now changed. I do not think that at the present moment 
these landlords have any social utility. They are mere parasites 
sucking the life-blood of the people and throwing the peasants of 
Bengal into the hands of the money-lenders and other exploiters, them- 
selves being quite indifferent to their interests. By a process of legis- 
lation, zamindary business is now made easy; by the passing of the 
Patni Act, by allowing these zamindary to come under the protection 
of the Court of Wards, and by many other kinds of protection zamindary 
business has been made easy, and it is now possible for the zamindars to 
completely forget their tenants and to live miles apart from them and 
indulge in extravagances and personal merry-making. The idea of the 
Court of Wards is to give protection to minors, women, lunatics, etc. 
And I do not understand why Government have been following the 
policy of giving protection to landlords even against other interests. 
An amendment to the Court of Wards Act moved by one of our Congress 
friends at the beginning to to-day’s session gives another example of 
how Government generally go out of their way to give extraordinary 
protection to these landlords. I was simply surprised when our friend 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar liay said that the amendment proposed to 
give certain advantages to covetous moneylenders against the landlords. 
He also said that the moneylenders lend money to the zamindars at a 
very exorbitant rate of interest. I think he ought to have been 
ashamed of making such a statement. I do not think that those 
idiotic and foolish zamindars who yield to the temptations of the money- 
lenders and borrow money at exorbitant rate of interest should exist any 
more and the sooner they go the better for the society. I think that 
the present Government should change their policy particularly because 
the zamindars have not social utility now (they are mere parasites) and 
It is for this that there is a cry in the land to abolish the zamindari 
system in Bengal. With this end in view the Government propose to 
appoint a Land Revenue Commission. 
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This is the idea which has prompted me to move this Bill. I want 
to remove the zamindars from the protection of the Court of Wards. If 
you continue the protection you will be simply encouraging the extra- 
vagance on the part of the zamindars. 

My Bill also proposes to place the charitable institutions under the 
protection of the Court of Wards. It is so surprising that the Govern- 
ment who are looking to the interest of the zamindars are so careless 
.about the charitable institutions and wakfs. 

With these words 1 ask Ihe House to take my Bill into considera- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg too move by 
way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 1st January, 1938. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: I support the amend- 
ment moved by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. I do not 
move my amendment. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Sing'll Roy was 
then put and carried. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: I beg to" move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: I beg to move that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. 

I do not wish to inflict a long speech on the House in support of 
my Bill. The intention of my Bill is to do away with the system of 
nomination in the municipal bodies. In the Legislative Assembly the 
system of nomination has been abolished and now the municipal bodies 
should be freed from this pernicious system which comes as a natural 
corollary. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department in a very recent speech declared that it was his sincere 
desire that the system of nomination should go and I only hope that at 
least for the sake of consistency he would support my Bill and withdraw 
his amendment for circulation. But alas! consistency is fast becoming 
a rare phenomenon with the Hon’ble Members of the Treasury Benches. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I beg to move by way 
of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1938. 

Reference has been made to me personally with regard to an opinion 
which I expressed some time past on this question and the honourable 
member in charge of the Bill is perfectly justified iif * making that 
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reference but legislation is a matter which affects not only me personally 
but it affects the public at large. I may have my own opinion about 
this matter but I don’t think it will be justifiable for me as the Minister 
in charge to thrust my opinon on others. That is why I make this 
proposal for eliciting public opinion on this Bill. The Bill aims at 
doing away with nomination altogether. The municipal bodies are 
vitally interested as well as the people in the municipal areas. It 
appears to me only reasonable that the opinion of the people interested 
should be consulted. I may also tell the house that the whole matter 
of the constitution of the municipal bodies of which nomination is only 
an aspect is under my consideration and examination and I propose to 
lay before the Cabinet my considered opinion on this subject shortly. 
I think I will not be inconsistent if I ask for a little time for a study 
of this complex problem of the constitution of municipal bodies and 
also in the meantime get the advantage of the opinions of the public 
in general and of the municipalities in particular. 

With these words I commend my amendment to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I may announce that an arrangement 
between the party leaders has been arrived at thus ending in a happy 
termination. There are only 11 candidates who have been proposed for 
the Committee of Privileges all other candidates having withdrawn. 
1 read the names : — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(8) t <Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(3) Mi*.’ Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 

(4) Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, 

(5) Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(6) Mr. TIpendra Nath Edbar, 

(7) Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, 

(8) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, 

(9) Mr. C. Millar, 

(10) Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin, and 

(11) Mr. Shahedali. 

I declare that these candidates are elected to the Committee of 
Privileges. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 
0th Septenftfer, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

28 
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Proceed?* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 16th September, 1937, at 5 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, eleven Honourable Ministers and 211 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Allotment of money from the Road Development Fund for the 
construction of road in Faridpur. 

*164. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether — 

(i) any money has been hitherto allotted for the construction of 
any road in the district of Faridpur from the llo^, Develop- 
ment Fund ; an d 

(ii) any scheme of road development in the said district arqjia the 
aforesaid fund has been sanctioned? ^ 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the roads included in such scheme? 

( c ) When is it expected to take up the actual works of construction? 

(d) What is the order of priority in which the w T orks of construction 
is intended to be taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kaeimbazar): (a) No. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon$>le Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any road project under fhi? consideration of 
the Government for the district of Faridpur? *** 
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The Hen’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

A comprehensive scheme is, being prepared aid it would be ready very 
shortly. I believe there are proposals lor every district. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether those schemes are under the consideration of 
Government P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

We have not received the report yet, but we expect it shortly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is a project from Barisal to Faridpur which will be an 
inter-district road of great importance? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 am afraid I cannot go into details at this stage. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any principle for the allotment of 
money from the Road Development Fund? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 may state for the information of the House that these allotments are 
made in qj&psultation with the Board of Communication. 

r* ~ * 4i 

far. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased'^ if the principle is strictly followed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 do not quite understand what principle the honourable member wants 
us to follow. 


Appointment given to passed students from Berhampore and Serampore 
Weaving Sebools. 

*165. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
how many students, if any, passing from the Berhampore Weaving 
Institute have been given appointment in July and how many from 
Serampore Weaving School? 

W Will the J fen ’ble Minister be pleased to state the total number 
of from the two schools, Serampore and Berhampore, 

during the last five years f 



1532 


QUESTIONS. 


[16th Sept., 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
these appointments am made by the Director of Industries in consulta- 
tion with the Principal of Serampore Weaving College ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many students 
passing from Berhampore Weaving School have got loans and how 
many from Serampore? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is consider- 
ing the desirability to form a committee for these appointments to 
remove disparity? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 
Of Dacca): (a) None from Government Silk Weaving and Dyeing 
Institute, Berhampore, and 12 from the Government Weaving 
Institute, Serampore. 

( b ) Fifty-four from Serampore and 8 from Berhampore. 

(c) Yes, in consultation with experts for whose section appointments 
are made. 

(d) Seventeen from the Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, 
during the last five years and none from the Government Silk Weaving 
and Dyeing Institute, Berhampore, as under the existing rules, the 
students of that institute are not eligible for such loans. 

(e) These appointments rest with the Director of Industries, Bengal, 
and Government do not consider it necessary to form a committee, 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state with reference to answer (a) why out of 12 appointments not a 
single one was made from the students passing out of the* Berhampore 
Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have answered it in ( d ). 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The answer to (d) relates only to the 
giving of loans, whereas I am putting the question regarding appoint- 
ments. Question (b) refers to the appointments made during the last 
five years. My question is why out of 12 appointments not a single 
one was given to the students of the Berhampore Silk Weaving 
Institute ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the efficiency of a student of * 
the Berhapmore School is as good or as bad as the efficiency of those 
who pass out of the Serampore Weaving School? . ♦ 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBUJ-LAH Bahadur, of Daccai 

That i^a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in point of efficiency the students of the 
Berhampore Institute are inferior to the students of the Serampore 
Weaving School? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

He is asking for an opinion : I cannot say that. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: W 7 ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the Principal of the Serampore Weaving School is consulted 
at the time of the appointment and not the Headmaster of the Berham- 
pore Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I ask for notice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether henceforth it would be possible for Govern- 
ment to pay better attention to the Berhampore School? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am enquiring into the matter. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has made any enquiries to find out if the students who 
passed* out otrthe Berhampore Institute cannot be taken into considera- 
tion fpr the grant of loans for manufacturing silk in Malda and 
Bankura ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have not made enquiries, but I shall be pleased to do so. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is under the contemplation of Government 
to remove the restriction of the existing rules so that the Berhampore 
students may be eligible for such loans? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall look into this question. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what* are the rules which disqualify the students passing out of 
the Berhampore Institute to get loans from Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I ask for notice. 
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Ptrwits trained and provided under the Unemployment Relief Bofante. 

*168. Babu HARIPADA CH ATTOPADH YAY S (a) will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) the total expenditure of the Government of Bengal towards the 
Unemployment Relief Scheme under the Industries Depart- 
ment, which was introduced in the year 1932-33 to solve the 
unemployment problem by giving industrial training to the 
unemployed youths of Bengal; 

(ii) how many young men were trained in different industries under 
the said scheme; and 

(Hi) how many of these trained men started independent industrial 
business and how far they have been successful? 


(b) Did the Government advance any capital to these trained men 
for starting industrial workshops and, if so, to what extent and to how 
many of them? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) Rs. 3,81,074 up to 31st March, 1937. 

( ii ) and (in) A statement is placed on the table. 

(b) No. The scheme is mainly concerned with training of 
unemployed young men in such remunerative cottage industries as do 
not require much capital. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (ii) and (Hi) of the 
starred question No. 166. 


Name of industry. 

Number of 
students 
actually 
trained. 

Number of 
students 
who have 
successfully 
started 
factories. 

Number of 
students 
who have 
found 

employment. 

1. Umbrella-making 

143 

42 

25 

2. Bell-metal 

113 

15 

24 

3. Cutlery 

103 

8 

26 

4. Pottery 

75 

20 

20 

5. Soap-making 

350 

52 

26 

6. Jute -weaving 

140 

46 

21 

7. Wool -weaving 

68 

34 

6 

8. Boot and shoe making 

141 

24 

18 

Total 

1,133 

241 

166 


^ The %^rea shown above cover the period up to the 31st March, 1930, from the 
inception of the scheme in 1932-33. 

Figures for the period after March, 1 936, have not yet been verified. . 
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Mxitvi ABDUL BARI* Will the Hoifble Minister be pleased to 
state wfiat is the cost per head for teaching students these industries? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the factories said to be satisfactorily started are 
in working order to-day? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the number of students who have found employ- 
ment are still employed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why only 35 per cent, of the total number of students trained 
in the different industries have either been provided in firms or factories 
and not more are employed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I will find out the reasons. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the attention of the Government has been 
drawn to a statement published in the Ananda Bazar Patriha that all 
these factories have failed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot raise this point on the basis of a 
newspaper report. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is true that almost all the factories that have 
been started have failed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No, Sir. 

Maulvl ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state where all these training Institutes are situated? 

The Hon’bfe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 
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Dismissal and reinstatement of certain police officers. 

*167. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will ■ the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether 
most of the staff of the Calcutta Police who were dismissed by the 
Officiating Commissioner of Police in 1935, have been reinstated by the 
present Commissioner of Police? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) the reason for such reinstatement; and 

(it) the names and designation of persons so reinstated? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is per- 
missible to transfer officers of the Calcutta Police to the Bengal Police 
and vice versa ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
prepared to take steps for the transfer of some officers of the Calcutta 
Police who are in Calcutta for a long period to the Bengal Police? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Out of 54 officers and men dismissed by 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police, daring the tenure of the acting 
Commissioner of Police, 19 were reinstated on appeal by the 
Commissioner of Police in exercise of his powers as the appellate 
authority. 

(b) (i) On consideration of the appeals, the Commissioner , of Police 
found that the charges against them were not supported by evidence. 

( H ) I do not consider it desirable in the public interest to disclose 
the names of the officers and men so reinstated. 

(c) No, as the rates of pay of corresponding ranks in the two forces 
are not the same. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these 19 persons were reinstated and how many of 
them were sergeants? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the commissioner of Police could become the 
appellate authority for decisions come to by the officiating Com- 
missioner of Police? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member 
is not correct. It was not the decision of the acting Commissioner that 
was overruled by the Commissioner. The men were dismissed by the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police and the Commissioner of Police was 
the appellate authority. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say whether any special investigation was made as to the 
cause of the reinstatement of these officers who were dismissed by the 
previous Deputy Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It must be assumed 
that the Commissioner of Police reappointed them after thorough 
investigation. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (c) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale the reason for the differen- 
t iiition of the scales of pay between the members of the Calcutta Police 
and the Bengal Police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That does not arise out 
of this question. 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the officiating Commissioner of 
Police and the permanent Commissioner always worked for cross 
purposes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is not correct. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate 
whether the Deputy Commissioner is the final authority in the matter 
of all dismissals? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Only in the case of 

certain class of police officers. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to ques- 
tion (b) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the names 
of the police officers dismissed and reinstated were published in the 
official gazette P 


Th* Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. &GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the HonTble Minister be 
pleased to explain his answer to (a) viz., that “the officers and men dis- 
missed by the Deputy Commissioner of Police during the tenure of the 
acting Commissioner of Police”? Does it not clearly mean that he was 
acting as Commissioner of Police when he dismissed them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, that is not the 

interpretation I put to it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased 1o state which ranks these 19 persons belonged to? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the dismissal of these 54 persons were made final by the acting 
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Gordon? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the two officers concerned with the dismissal 
and reinstatement of these persons weic Messrs. A. D. Gordon and 
L. H. Colson? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member 
is not correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is rather an involved question. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the acting Commissioner of Police approved 
or disapproved of the dismissals by the Deputy Commissioner of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that does not arise 
because they were dismissed by the Deputy Commissioner of Police. 
The question of approval or disapproval does not arise. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the dismissals by the Deputy Commissioner of Police 
were without reference to the acting Commissioner of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The orders were passed 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Police and the rest of the thing is a 
departmental matter which is confidential. 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL.I Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Robertson, Assistant Commissioner, was 
one of the officers so dismissed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state that out of these 19 who were reinstated 
how many were Anglo-Indians and how many were Indians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Persons dismissed and reinstated during the tenure of the Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. A. D. Gordon, andi Mr. L. H. Colson, respectively. 

*168. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(/) the names of officers of the Calcutta Police who were dismissed 
while Mr. A. D. Gordon was the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta; and 

(ii) the names of such officers who were reinstated by Mr. L. H. 
Colson who took over charge as Commissioner of Police 
from Mr. Gordon? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
&talement showing — 

(?) the reasons for which these persons were dismissed by 
Mr. Gordon ; 

(ii) whether the charges against them were not true or were not 
substantiated; and 

(???) the reasons for which they w T ere reinstated by Mr. Colson? 

Th© Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The hon’ble member is 
referred to the answer given to starred question asked by Mr. P. BaneTji 
at this meeting of the Assembly. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to, state the names of the officers of the Calcutta Police who 
were dismissed while Mr. A. D. Gordon was the Commissionei of 
Police, Calcutta, and the names of officers who were reinstated by Mr. 
•k. H. Colson who took over charge of the Commissioner of Police from 
Mr. Gordon? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
in reply to the previous question that I do not consider it desirable in 
the public interest to disclose the names of the officers and men so 
reinstated. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that considerable discontent exists 
in the Calcutta Police because of the quarrel of two officers as a result 
of which dismissal and reinstatement have been very frequent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any action has been taken against the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police who dismissed these officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If an appeal is lodged 
it does not necessarily follow that action is taken against the person 
who punishes. 


Scheme of pension for Settlement Kanungoes. 

•169. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a 
fact — 

(i) that Government accorded administrative approval to a scheme 
of pension for Settlement Kanungoes by letter No. 10740L.R., 
dated the 29th August, 1931 ; 

(n) that the scheme was subsequently supplanted by a scheme of 
gratuity by their letter No. 17847L.R., dated the 2$rd 
- November, 1935 ; 

(Hi) that the scheme of gratuity was considered grossly inadequate 
by the Settlement Kanungoes; 

(iv) that the amounts admissible under the gratuity scheme would 

be unevenly distributed, varying from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000; 
and 

(v) that the Settlement Kanungoes submitted memorials to His 

Excellency the Governor in 1936, for reconsidering Govern- 
ment decision conveyed by the letter referred to in (ii) above 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) (v) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, Government 
propose to take in the matter ? 
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MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, the gratuity scheme replaced the pension scheme. 

(Hi) This is likely. 

(iv) The amount in each case will vary according to the length 
of service prior to 1st March, 1925. 

(v) Yes. 

(b) No further action is proposed in the matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the essential conditions and what is the 
minimum period of service that will entitle a kanungo to pension? 

* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
Kanungoes. 

*170. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) if it is a fact that no Kanungoes for continuous service have 

been recruited since 1921 ; and 

(ii) the number of Kanungoes in continual employment since 15121 

or before? 

(b) How many of these Kanungoes are going to be thrown out of 
employment in consequence of the Government decision to drop Midna- 
pore Settlement operations? 

(c) How many of these Kanungoes have rendered over 15 years’ 
continuous service? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have in contemplation the absorption of these officers in 
other departments? 

(e) If tli© answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the departments in which they 
are proposed to be employed? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble air BIJQY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Yes. 

(U) 147. 

( b ) The exact number for discharge in consequence lias not yet been 
determined. 

(c) All of them. 

(d) and ( e ) The matter is now under examination. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

West Bengal Soap Factory of Majdia (Nadia). 

188. Baku HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware — 1 

(i) that the “West Bengal Soap Factory’ ’ of Majdia (Nadia) 
described in the Government report as opened by Sj. Dharani- 
dhar Bharati who was trained in that industry under the 
Unemployment Relief Scheme has been closed down ; ** 

(H) that attempts are being made by some officers in the Industries 
Department, Government of Bengal, for extracting letters 
from the persons concerned contradicting the report of the 
failure of the scheme as appeared in the Anarnda Bazar 
Patrika of the 25th July, 1937; 

(Hi) that one Mr. Prabhat Kumar Ghosh said to be a soap demon- 
strator in the Industries Department, Government of 
Bengal, personally went to Sj. Beni Madhab Bharati, father 
of Sj. Dharanidhar Bharati, trained in soap making, at 
Majdia, to extract letter from the father contradicting the 
report of the closing down of the “West Bengal Soap 
Factory” at Majdia; and 

(iv) that the said father of Sj. Dharanidhar Bharati supported the 
report of the Ananda Bazar Patrika of the 25th July, 1937, 
and contradicted his previous contradiction letter which he 
was persuaded by the said officer to write P 

(6) If the answers to clauses (ii), (Hi) and (iv) are in the affirmative, 
what steps do the Government propose to take against the said officer? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) No ; the factory is working. 

(ii) and (Hi) No ; an inspector was deputed to enquire int^ the work* 
ing of the factory and its assets in connection with an application for 
loan under the Bengal State Aid to Industries Act filed by him. 

(iv) As far as my information goes, he was coerced to issue the 
second contradiction. 

(b) Does not arisa. 
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Unemployment problem. 

189. Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware that the money, time and energy have been spent unnecessarily 
and uselessly by so many young men of Bengal? 

( b ) Has the Hon’ble Minister contemplated of providing these 
trained unemployed youths? 

(c) Have the Government thought of any new scheme for solving the 
present unemployment problem of the educated young men in general? 

Tft* Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca! 

(a) The question is not understood. If the member refers to young 
men trained by the Industries Department in various small industries, 
the answer is in the negative. 

( b ) The question is not clear. If by * ‘providing’ ’ the member 
means providing capital, the answer is that loans are granted by Govern- 
ment under the State Aid to Industries Act and facilities have also 
been provided through the Industrial Credit Syndicate Limited for 
obtaining loans to start small business. 

(c) Yes. A plan for industrial development which includes new 
schemes for the benefit of unemployed educated young men has been 
drawn up and is now under consideration. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether almost all the students passing out of the Berhampore 
Weaving School are sitting idle without any work? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The question has nothing to do with Berhampore. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That is a general question, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: From general you cannot come to a specific ques- 
tion. 

Of. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased 'to Estate if he is aware that under the present rules for provid- 
ing loapd out of the State-Aid to Industries Act it is not possible for 
a new entrant to get any loan for industrial purposes? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBUU.AH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

I am not aware but I will look into it. 
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Dr. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that under the preseht Arrangement it 
is not possible for any one to get State aid unless he discloses certain 
secrets of business which would be against the interest of his business? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the scheme regarding the solving of unemployment prob- 
lem that he proposes to take up? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That question does not arise out of the question. * 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you take 
up the next item of business on the paper may I, with your leave, 
ask the Hon’ble Home Minister whether he has any information about 
the 7 or 8 prisoners who were on hunger strike until recently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Eight of them who 
were on hunger strike have suspended the hunger strike. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Since when they have sus- 
pended ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Since yesterday, but 
I am not sure about it. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 
The Bengal Jute Bill, 1837. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, your Bill as drafted was sent for 
the Governor’s recommendation but it has not been received yet. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I have just now received a 
letter from the Hon’ble Minister in charge saying .that Government 
is prepared to circulate my Bill. In that case will you not allow me 
to introduce for circulation? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think} your purpose is served by Government 
agreeing to circulate for public opinion but so far as I am concerned 
I am barred from allowing a Bill to be introduced' unless the Gover- 
nor’s recommendation is received. 
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Dr. NA1»INAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, may I 
submit that so far as the rules go the introduction of a Bill is per- 
fectly within your power to allow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is that the Bill as originally given 
notice of and of which members have got a copy requires sanction 
under section 82 ( 1 ). What has transpired between the department 
and Mr. Biswas I am not officially concerned with, because I did not 
get notice of it within time and as such I must go on with the original 
Bill. Of course I am glad to see that Government has agreed to 
circulate it, but so far as I am concerned I am absolutely helpless. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: How can a Bill be 
circulated for opinion before it is introduced? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Government can do it in their executive capacity. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : I am very sorry to say, Sir, 
that we are absolutely in the dark as to what has happened regard- 
ing this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have not got the Governor’s recommenda- 
tion and therefore it has not been moved. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I be g to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

29 
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The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendman^ fill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill? 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 193^, be taken 
into consideration. 

*' Sir, before going into the merits of the Bill I beg to remind the 
House that my Bill have got practically the approval of the Premier. 
The other day when Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was moving & cut 
motion at the time of the budget discussion on the certificate proce- 
dure the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq spoke on the subject when 
I intervened. At that time the Hon’ble Premier gave us some assur- 
€Uice that my Bill will be considered by Government. I do not know, 
Sjr, what is the decision of the Cabinet but so far as I can gather 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the principle of the Bill. You are 
now to discuss only the principle of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Now, Sir, 1 beg to read the 
S^tement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill as given by me 

* ‘Since the passing 

The HoVble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That may be 
taken as read. 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot stop Mr. Sarker if he 
wishes to read it. But in view of the fact that so many Bills are 
pending before the House it will be kind of him if he be as short as 
possible. 

* Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of my Bill says : — 

‘ ‘Since the passing of the Bengal Act III of 1913, other laws 
relating to the realisation of rent have considerably been changed or 
amended. The object of the Act is the speedy realisation of public 
demands and as rent in some cases falls within the category, it 
was considered expedient to supersede the general laws, for realising 
rents, which were a little bit dilatory, by the summary certificate 
procedure prescribed by the Act. But now ample provisions are 
made in the Bengal Tenancy Act itself for suing tke defaulting 
tenants after every hist is over, and for expediting tHe disposal of 
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thev auits ahc^e^ecution proceedings, in rent courts. Besides the 
publication*^ ^he High Court Rules and Circular Orders has revolu- 
tionised the' procedure in civil courts which have practically been 
brought at paf with the certificate courts in the matter of disposal. 

“So realising rents by certificates has become obsolete and unneces- 
sary. On the other hand, all summary procedures generally cause 
extreme hardship to their victims specially in financial matters. 

“Hence it is time to remove this drawback in the laws to save the 
poor tenants from untold misery by excluding rent from the public 
demands.”^ 

Now, Sir, my Bill, as it is drafted, aims at three things. First, it 
likes to giye a restricted definition to the words “public demands ” 
Section 3 of the Public Demands Recovery Act describes what is a 
public demand. Now “public demand” means any arrear or money 
mentioned or referred to in Schedule 1, and includes, etc. After the 
word “Schedule 1” I would like to insert the words “except rents.” 
After .that I would like to amend the Act in some other material sec- 
tions. The certificate procedure is applied to tenants in generally three 
ways. First, under section 58A of the Bengal Tenancy Act private 
zemindars are allowed to use this certificate power for the realisation 
of their rents. So by repealing section 63 of the Public Demands 
Recovery Act, I propose to take away that .power from the private 
zemindars. After that, Sir, under article 7 of Schedule 1 of the Public 
Demands Recovery Act, the Collectors are entitled to collect rents from 
khas mahal tenants by summary procedure. Therefore, by amending 
that article we would like to curtail the power of the Collectors of 
applying the certificate procedure in khas 'mahal areas. 

Lastly, by repealing article 8 of Schedule 1, we like to take away 
the certificate power from the Court of Wards as is exercised ' 
Bengal. Therefore, I submit, Sir, that if this Bill is allowed to be 
passed in this House, then the collection of rent by the summary proce- 
dure of certificate, will be stopped. Now, what is this certificate, Sir # 
it is Hot for me to describe. It is well known in Bengal that this is a 
very harsh procedure which is practically eating away the vitality of 
the tenants of Bengal. It has really been admitted by the Govern- 
ment themselves, as they propose to- do away with section 58A of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and I think, Sir, the public is already aware, 
and the Government have already admitted, that this procedure is very 
harsh and it is ruining the tenantry of Bengal. I see, Sir, that the 
Government have proposed to circulate the Bill for eliciting pubic 
opinion but I very humbly submit that the opinion is there. The harsh- 
ness of this certificate procedure is well known and the promise to do 
V away with’ that was the pledge given by many members of this House 
during; the last election and especially by the Chief Minister in his 
Patuakhali fight. 
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Mr. SPEAKER. I think I will have to be a little more rigorous this 
time; and under the power which I have got, I shall* rultiOut all matters 
which are not relevant to the issue under discussion before the House. 
I therefore rule out all references regarding the Patuakhali fight. We 
have had enough of it. 

Mr. SASANKAR SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, we cannot forget 
Waterloo. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, that the certificate proce- 
dure is harsh has been admitted on all hands. I shall give one instance. 
When the property of a poor lady was seized, 4 Ministers sent 4 
letters for the stay of the certificate proceedings and still the property 
was sold. I had the misfortune of appearing for the poor lady and after 
all the intervention of 4 Ministers was of no avail. The Certificate 
Officer had the audacity of disregarding the Ministers’ letters. 

Sir, I may mention another case in which I appeared, in which 
both the decree-holder and the judgment-debtor filed a joint petition of 
compromise for setting aside the sale. But the Certificate Officer refused 
to set aside the sale even though the decree-holder had no objection to 
the sale being set aside. It is a matter of common knowledge that the 
certificate procedure is very unpopular here in Bengal. I do not know 
anything about the other provinces; but so far as I know about this 
procedure, it is as ruinous as anything else for the tenantry 
of Bengal. So I submit that if the Bill be considered by Government, 
then the tenantry of Bengal would be much benefited. 

In this connection, I may bring* to the notice of this House that 
regarding almost all the private members’ Bills the Government have 
taken a very harsh attitude. They have introduced amendments to 
circulate all the Bills. That shows that Government are not allowing 
any private member to bring forward his views on particular subjects. 
Therefore, I submit, Sir, that Government intend to suppress the pri- 
vileges or rather take away privileges of private members, to introduce 
Bills and I do not know why. This is a matter of very grave import- 
ance ; it concerns the tenantry of Bengal. Therefore I appeal to this 
House that the Bill may not be thrown out at once. 

Sir, about the suggestion of circulation, I submit that it will not 
bring out any information or opinion other than that which is not 
already before the House. This House is of a representative character 
and the members are aware of the harshness of this measure. No 
useful purpose will be served if the Bill is circulated for eliciting 
opinion thereon. I submit therefore that this Bill should be thrashed 
out on the floor of the House and finally passed into law. 

Now, Sir, there may be assurances from the Treasury Benches but 
those assurances will not help the tenantry any more/ If the Bill be 
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circulated for eliciting public opinion, then after 6 or 8 months, under 
the Buies and* Standing Orders, the Bill will have to be placed before a 
Select Commrtfee and that will take the whole session if not more. 
Therefore, the tenantry of Bengal will not be benefited in any way by 
adopting this suggestion. (A voice: Lamentable.) Yes it is really 
lamentable for the tenantry of Bengal. (Several voices: Marhnbba ). 
You may laugh,, you may cry Marhabba , but the tenantry will say 
otherwise; they are suffering, they are being oppressed and destroyed 
by this summary procedure. While you may cry Maihabba and laugh, 
the tenantry are crying for justice. I therefore earnestly appeal to 
the House to see that this Bill is passed into law on the floor of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order. As we have not received copies of the Bill, is the hon’ble 
member responsible for the Bill entitled to put forward the motion for 
consideration of the Bill ? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, we have not also got 
copies of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, I gave copies of the Bill 

to the Secretary to place them on the members’ tables. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the matter of placing Bills and other 
papers on the table, the Secretary will undoubtedly help members, 
but the duty cast upon the member himself of circulating copies of 
papers cannot be shifted on to the Secretary or to my office. If that 
be the attitude of members in this matter, then I shall have to with- 
draw the help I have given and ask members to make their own 
arrangements. I did it simply for the convenience of members. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 rise on a point of procedure. 
According to the direction that you gave us, we have been circulating 
copies of papers on the floor of the House by placing these papers on 
the table through the Secretary. Tf, however, any member chooses to 
be absent on a particular day or at the time when the papers in ques- 
tion are circulated, evidently he must miss Ihese papeis. But what I 
submit is, whether this circulation will not cover the pin pose of the rule 
so far as distribution is concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I know when 
the Bill was placed on the table? 
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Mr. D^i>ROSAD*KHAlTAN: Sir/ with regard to the point of 
procedure taised by Dr. Sanyal under whi^h^jfapers are circulated on 
tl^e floor of thjA House, I have a complaint to make, I submit that if 
a member is absent from this Chamber for even 15 minutes, it is not 
possible for him to get these papers. Supposing a member is absent 
from the House on a particular day and he is quite entitled to do so — 
he does not get the papers at all, nor is he aware of what papers had 
been circulated on the day of his absence. If the practice, which has 
grown up of circulating papers by placing them on the table before each 
member, be continued, I 'submit, Sir, that in the ordinary course it will 
result in a large number of members not getting the necessary papers 
relating to the business of the House. 

So far as Bills are concerned, I submit that it should be absolutely 
necessary for the member in charge of the Bill or the Government to 
send the Bills to the addresses submitted to the office by each member 
in order that the member concerned may be sure of getting the papers. 
There is the post office, or if a member does not wish to spend money 
on stamps, he ought to go round to each member’s place of residence 
and deliver the papers. Otherwise, he should be prepared to take the 
necessary step of sending the papers through the post office. 1 submit, 
Sir, that you will be pleased to take the circumstances into considera- 
tion, because at the present moment the state of affairs which exists 
is causing a great confusion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the latter portion of Iiule 53 on page 14 of the Standing Orders, where 
\ou have the right to exercise your power to suspend this order and 
allow a motion to be made even though it does not comply with the 
requirements of the rule? May I submit, Sir, that in view of the 
difference of opinion and in view T of the honest attempt that the mem- 
ber concerned made for circulating the Bill in this particular case, 
you will be pleased to kindly exercise the option that is vested in you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the question *of circulation being done 
through Secretary, Dr. Sanyal knows that that order was passed in 
reference to the non-official Bills. That order was passed during the 
budget debate. I found on the floor of the House party Whips going 
round and circulating papers. I thought it not at all desirable that 
on the floor of the House papers should be circulated except through 
the agencies of 'Secretary. I think party Whips cannot circulate papers 
on the floor of the House. There is no convention by which this can 
be done. As a matter of fact Dr. Sanyal himself took advantage of 
the rules and standing orders. He got circulated a statement through 
our department. I definitely say that I have tried to meet the con- 
venience of the members, but our office icanot take responsibility of 
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seeing whether the members get -those papers or not because that is a 
matter which the member himself has to see. He is required under 
section 53 to get papers cirdfilatefl and he must find out y^ays* other than 
that of circulation on the floor of the House. I quite feel with 
Mr. Khaitan that a member may be absent for 5 minutes and within 
that 5 minutes other agencies might be working for removing those 
papers. (A voice — That is a reflection on the members.) I do not 
want to make any reflection. What I feel is that so far as circulation 
on the table is concerned it is not in compliance with the standing rule 
which is absolutely mandatory that a member must give notice to the 
members 7 days before. I personally feel that it would probably be 
better in this session, as a member might be under the misapprehension 
that by circulating at the table he has done his part of the duty, if I 
should waive my objection. But I find a very large number of members 
were objecting to it I think it will not be right on my part to waive 
it. What I suggest to them is that at least for this session if a mem- 
ber has actually circulated his Bill on the table, members might take 
that this has been done. But it is for the members to decide. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: May I submit 
that about 50 or 60 members of this party have not received a copy of 
the Bill. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Objection might also be taken 
if the Bill is sent by post. Also a member may be absent from his 
place of residence for 4 days and the Bill may be misplaced. Where is 
the guarantee or proof that a member can produce in this House that 
his Bill was sent by post. We want a ruling from you as to how a 
bill should be circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My ruling is that this matter should be discussed 
by the Committee of Standing Buies. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I personally supervised when 
the peons were placing the Bill on the respective seats and so far as 
I am aware I am satisfied that the Bill was circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When did you do that? 

Maulvi ABU HOSAIN SARKAR: I think on the 7th of this 
ftionth. All those books were supplied and placed on the tables of all 
the honourable members of the House. 


Mr. P. BANERJI : We, on this side have got it. 
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Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: When Secretary’s name has 
been mentioned it would be better if the Speaker would ascertain from 
bim and then give a ruling whether an honest endeavour has been 
made or not. This measure affects one-third of the tenantry of Bengal 
and in that measure the Treasury Benches were in agreement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I feel it is not for me to say anything more when 
a member rises up and says that he has not got a copy of the Bill. I 
must hold that so far as non-receipt of the copy of the Bill is concerned, 
in deference to those who have made statements to that effect, I should 
not exercise my power to permit the debate. But it is also open to me 
to exercise my power to suspend this order and allow the motion to 
be made. Maulvi Abu Uossain Sarkar bad asked my permission some 
time ago to circulate it on the table and there seems some attempt was 
made to do so. Probably the circulation took place towards the latter 
part or during the interval when some members were absent. But in 
view of the fact that a bona fide attempt was made 7 days before, I 
think I am justified in ruling that Maulvi Abu Hossain is in order, 
particularly because I find that the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has 
got a motion for circulation and if it is circulated, members will not be 
affected at all. But if the Bill were to be taken into consideration then 
the position would have been different. And subsequently I have got 
to consider as to whether a further stage would be gone into in this 
matter after this motion is disposed of. In the meantime I bold that 
a bona fide attempt had been made. From the next session, however, 
if a member says on the floor of the House that lie lias not received a 
copy the member concerned will have to make oilier arrangements for 
circulation. Mr. C. Millar has drawn my attention to the fact that so 
far as this session is concerned whatever might be done should not be 
held as a precedent. I, therefore, do not make it a precedent at all 
when I say that I hold this in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I draw 

your attention to the fact that a large number of members say that they 

have not received copies of the Bill? Would you rule out the motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall rule out a motion generally. You can 
move it because I personally know that Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar did 
place it on the table and I must hold that he has complied with the 
standing rule by making a bona fide attempt to do so. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 

think it is necessary for me to waste the time of the House by going 

into a detailed argument against the motion which has been moved by 
the member in charge of the Bill. Sir, this Bill if passed into law it 
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will affect the revenues of Government. It will affect tlie collections 
of the estate under the Court of Wards which means again that it will 
affect ultimately the revenues of Government, because under the Court 
of Wards Act Government cannot bring to sale estates the land 
revenue of which may be in arrears. So ultimately it may affect the 
whole budgetary position of Government. We have about 70 lakhs of 
rupees as our current demand from Khas Mahals. So it is only proper 
that Government should have proper facilities for collecting rent ol 
the Khas Mahals and should have the same facilities to collect rent 
of the estates under the Court of Wards. In this view of the fact I 
would suggest that the Bill should be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion thereon. There is another fact. Several honourable members 
of this House have taken objection on the ground that they had not the 
opportunity of seeing the Bill. That is another additional reason why 
the Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Sir, with 
these few words I would move my motion that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 1st January, 1938. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAURA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 must 
make clear our position before the amendment of the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister is accepted by the House. I do not know how in the face of 
his Bill, i.e., the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill in which he pro- 
poses to delete the portion relating to certificate procedure, he now 
comes forward with a dilatory amendment to shelve the matter which 
affects one-third of the tenantry of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I strongly pro- 
test against the expression used by the honourable member. This is a 
matter which can be moved by a member of the House and it should 
not be characterised as dilatory. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, perhaps 
I am entitled to take iny view -of the amendment by which 1 do not cast 
an;y aspersion upon the Hon’ble Minister. It is a parliamentary 
expression and I am entitled to use it. Now I appeal to members of 
the Coalition Party to cast their vote in our favour. You have by a 
general concensus of opinion accepted the principle that certificate 
procedure should not be allowed in matters of realisation of rent from 
the tenants. Tenants are tenants whether they are under a zamindar, 
whether they are under a zamindar who is a ward under the Court and 
no matter whether they are tenants under Government. My friend 
has raised a bogie that it will affect with the revenue of the province. 
Well, whfere was his apprehension w r hen he sought to deprive the privato 
landlords of their right to apply for certificate procedure because doe& 
he not see that if they cannot realise their rents they cannot pay 
revenue? Will that not interfere with the realisation of the revenue? 
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I do not understand what is behind this motion. I must fervently 
appeal to the Coalition Party who certainly feel for Che tenant and if 
4he one-third of the tenantry of Bengal is going to be tyrannised by 
this certificate procedure and if it has the approval of this House I do 
not think we cannot by any stretch of imagination call ourselves the 
representatives of the masses. As regards eliciting public opinion I 
think it is an insult to the intelligence and to the representative 
character of this House. Are we not representatives of the people? 
Can we not give our opinion on reading the Bill? Who will give the 
opinion — the District Magistrate under whose authority a certificate is 
issued? I do not know if the poor tenants who suffer under this sum- 
mary procedure will have any voice in the matter, because it will never 
be sent to them for an expression of their opinion. I, therefore, oppose 
this amendment of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister for circulation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I feel that my 
esteemed friend Mr. Maitra might have spared the House the speech 
which he has just delivered. Apart from other considerations, the 
mere fact that many honourable members in this House have declared 
in the clearest manner possible that they have not got a copy of the 
Bill, that they do not know the provisions of the Bill, is it fair to ask 
the House to consider the Bill here and now. I think, Sir, the mere 
fact that so many members have not got a copy of the Bill is a sufficient- 
ground for sending the Bill to circulation. I think, Sir, that all other 
arguments may for the moment be forgotten. (A voice: There has 
been a party meeting ,in the meantime?) Whether there was a meeting 
or not it is not for me to say. I leave the House to draw its own con- 
clusions. But the fact remains that many members of this House 
have not got a copy of the Bill. I think, therefore, that all those 
insinuations against the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister are wholl> 
unworthy and extremely uncalled for. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I oppose this motion, 
Sir, for circulation of the Bill 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just a word, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, before you 
go on with your speech. You will remember that one of the grounds 
on which I have exercised my power in favour of permitting this Bill 
to be moved, even though many members objected to its introduction on 
the ground of their not receiving a copy of the Bill, is that no member 
should ascribe any motive in the course of the discussion. If, how- 
ever, any motive is ascribed in discussing this motion, I feel that I 
should not be a party by any action of mine to jeopardise the position 
of any other member of this House. (Hear, hear.) 
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Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: May I make a personal 
explanation, Sir? If my speech in any way led anybody to think that 
I had imputed motives to anybody, I am really sorry, because it was 
farthest from my intention to do so. Sir, if the Hon’ble the lie venue 
Minister ■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou need not say anything’ more. As a personal 
explanation, it will suffice. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, I do not propose 
to inflict a long speech on this House. I oppose the motion for eiicula- 
lion of the Bill to elicit public opinion on a veiv simple reason, which 
is this. We know that one of the important proposals in this Bill is 
to do away with the power of certificate procedure, which is a privilege 
of the Khas Mahal authorities, but which is now proposed to be extend- 
ed to the landlords of this province. We find, Sir, that this question 
of certificate procedure has become a burning is«ue with this House, 
and when this simple provision is there to do away with this certificate 
procedure, I do not see what necessity there is to elicit further public 
opinion on this matter. I wish to pose one question before this House. 
When this certificate procedure was granted either to the Khas Mahals 
or to the zamindars, was public opinion elicited on this point? Mas 
the power of issuing certificates granted to the khas mahal authorities 
and to the landlords with the opinion of the public and the verdict of 
the public on that point; or when this power was gi anted to the Court 
of Wards was that done with the opinion and approval of the raiyats 
and the tenants who live in the estates under the Court of Wards? I 
wish here, Sir, to make one point perfectly clear. I have myself had 
one occasion to see what havoc this certificate procedure is playing 
upon the poor agriculturists. I have seen certificates issued, and I 
have seen that in pursuance of those certificates ordinary domestic 
utensils have been attached, and the ordinary means of ploughing— 
plough-shares and cattle — have even been attached as a result of this 
certificate procedure. I have seen, Sir, a peasant with not more than 5 
maunds of paddy in his house has had to lose the entire stock as a 
result of this certificate procedure. I have seen, Sir, ordinal y house- 
hold implements used for grinding spices into powder for cooking pur- 
poses, implements such as sil and noda , too, have been attached as a 
result of this certificate procedure. T had published in the papers an 
account, quoting the office reference number of certificates issuer in 
the form, of a statement. Of course, the Governments Press cer 
issued the usual white-washing communique, but not a word o e 
statement uttered and issued to the public by me has ever een con ra 
dieted by Government. I find that this shameless proce ure as een 
followed, only in the interest of one particular class, viz., the landlor s, 
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when the landlords have got to realize, or the khas mahals for the 
^matter of that have got to realize, their rent or arrears of rent from 
the tenants, no matter if it means ruin to the tenants. I think the 
House remembers the speech which was recently delivered by an 
honourable member of this House, I mean Mr. Shah Syed Golam 
Sarwar Hosaini, and there we got an account of the tyranny of the 
certificate procedure, which is being practised in khas mahal areas 
not to speak of zemin dari estates. That speech has demonstrated 
— and I can bring my own personal knowledge to bear on the subject 
— that the khas mahal authorities and the Government have proved 
themselves absolutely unworthy of receiving any such prerogative and 
privilege of certificate procedure — far less to talk of extending this 
procedure to anybody else, who has not got it already. What this 
House, rightly speaking, should demand is the abolition of this certi- 
ficate procedure. It should see that if the zamindars or the Govern- 
ment or the Court of Wards wish to realize any amounts as claims upon 
the poor tenants, they shall have to establish their claims as for other 
demands in the same way before the courts where the tenants too would 
get an opportunity of stating their case, and if they are unable to 
establish their claims no court should grant them any decree for the 
purpose of attaching their utensils, chattels, and cattle, and such other 
domestic belongings of the poor cultivators and tenants. From this 
standpoint I want to make it absolutely clear to the House that we 
unequivocally demand the abolition of this certificate power, and I do 
not see anything in this proposal for circulation which lias been brought 
forward by Government, anything other than an intention simply to 
dodge this measure. If this power to issue certificates came into vogue, 
without popular opinion behind it, I do not see any reason why “public 
opinion” should be sought to be elicited when the abolition of this power 
is going to be considered. Then, again, if public opinion is to be con- 
sidered at all, does not this House represent public opinion* — to this 
degree at least as to say that the certificate power is absolutely con- 
demned and disapproved of, and that this power should be abolished? 
Sir, if members of this House gave any pledge to their constituencies 
during the election time, to the poor peasants of Bengal, it was this: 
that no longer the oppression of the nature which was going on under 
the old regime should be allowed to be practised and such oppression 
would be obstructed by this House unequivocally. This House should 
be prepared to see that every oppressive measure should be opposed 
tooth and nail. And if on this question of opposing such measures 
the Ministry comes forward with this precious plea that the existence 
of the Ministry would be jeopardised thereby, then that 'Ministry 
deserves to be instantly destroyed, — a Ministry which tries to maintain 
its existence by the preservation of the old regime even at the expense 4 
of the poor tenantry of Bengal. It is, Sir, from this stand-point and 
with all the emphasis that I can command I would beg to submit to the 
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members of tbis House to consider this: that under the old regime auto- 
cracy prevailed, public opinion was never sought for, it was at that time" 
that this absurd and atrocious procedure had come into operation. 
And now, without any further loss of time, we have to put an end to 
this. But if you allow months and months to pass by, if you allow this 
dilatory tactics to be adopted, then I think members who at all care 
for their pledges and who at all care for the sufferings which the 
peasantry are passing through, will have to face the odium of the fact 
and it will be rightly said of them that they are untrue to their pledges, 
that they have allowed themselves to be lured by considerations of 
party politics, by considerations of keeping the present Ministry into 
office, and it does not matter to them at all as to what happens to the 
poor peasantry of Bengal. This is a question, Sir, in respect of which 
Ive must not be guided by considerations of party politics or in the 
interests of the Ministry of the day. This is a question, Sir, which we 
have seen, has divided the House not on the basis of parties but on the basis 
of sharp and clear class interests. We have in this House seen members 
divided not on the basis of this party or that party— the Proja Party 
or any other party — we have seen this House divided on the basis of 
those honourable members who represent the vested interests, the 
interests of British Imperialism and the landed aristocracy fighting 
together as against the rest who champion the interests of the poor 
cultivators. If we could discuss the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill on the floor of this House without requiring} it to be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion, if the Hon’ble the Chief Minister thought it 
fit to abandon the idea of referring the Bill to a Select Committee and 
agree under pressure of public opinion — and I say quite rightly to 
consider the Bill outright, wliat prevents him now from doing so in the 
case of the present Bill? This is, perhaps, the only one instance in 
which Government appear to have shown some respect for the opinion 
of the public and the tenants of this country and I hope they will con- 
tinue to show this respect in future. If he agreed under pressure of 
public opinion to take up the consideration of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill immediately, then, Sir, looked at from the point of 
view of public urgency, there is no necessity to adopt or to allow any 
dilatory tactics to come in in the shape of a circulation motion. 
And if any amendments are to be moved by those who have the interest 
of the people at heart, then Government ought to be able to consider 
such amendments and reforms then and there. For they have nu 
ample time to think over these problems. We all know, Sir, ia no 
till the end of July did this Assembly meet, although the members 
were elected by January this year. We know, Sir, that evtr sime t le 
1st of April of this year public revenue is maintaining t le new 
k administration, a new Ministry, in office. If there was any jush ca ion 
for postponing a sitting of the Assembly till July, that mig it a^e ee 1 
for preparatory work. If, Sir, no preparation wa* done on t is au 
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of certificate procedure and other oppressive and tyrannous measures 
effecting the tenantry of this province, then, Sir, those responsible for 
the administration of the country have shown themselves to be absolutely 
unmindful of their responsibility. They have proved themselves 
unequal to the responsibility and the task which are reposed in them, 
and for that alone, I think, there should be no fear on their part in 
facing the consequences of this Bill. Those who have given their 
thought to the matter have done well to bring it forward. 

Sir, the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill is a much more compli- 
cated affair, but the present Bill is a much simpler one. The question 
here relates to the interest of zemindars who have proved themselves 
incompetent ; it relates to the interest of zemindars whose estates can- 
not be managed by themselves and who, therefore, must come under 
the protection of the Court of Wards. In this House, Sir, Bills have 
been moved with provisions relating to the methods of administration 
of the khas mahals, and from all these standpoints we see that, whether 
we touch the khas mahals, whether we touch the zemindars, whether 
we touch the land systems of this province to-day, there is no more any 
necessity for delaying these matters, and the earlier they are disposed 
of the better. Those honourable members who have taken the trouble 
of drafting Bills, initiating measures, for ameliorating the condition 
of the people, they have given enough thought to them, and if others 
have done that, it is now our business to apply our minds to those 
problems and acquaint ourselves w T ith the provisions of those Bills and 
expedite the matters without delay. 

Sir, honourable members of this House have been granted a monthly 
income of Rs. 150 per mensem plus allowances, and Ministers of 
Government have been given a guaranteed income of Rs. 2,500 to 
Rs. 3,000 per month, but even then they do not seem to realize that 
these questions brook no delay. The poor tenantry of Bengal cannot 
wait a minute longer. These delays mean absolute ruination to the 
peasants. They mean depriving the cultivators of their last stock of 
grain. They are also being deprived of the means of cultivation. 

I may here refer, Sir, to what happened in Hatiya during the last 
year. Government came out with a communique that there was no 
distress, no famine , there; that everything was all right, ^nd quite 
peaceful and tranquil. But I say, Sir, that this peacefulness and 
tranquillity existed only in the brains of those who were responsible 
for the administration of that place at that time, and whose deliberate 
policy it was to mislead the country. But at the same tim^ Rs! 25,000 
was granted after the issue of a communique in order to provide agrarian 
loans to the distressed tenantry. I find that these deceptive measures 
were followed all along. In practice the present Government differs, 
from the past administration only in this respect that the old Govern- 
ment had no pretence and it was avowedly, openly and honestly the 
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administration of the class interests of the imperialists and land- 
lords who are sucking the life-blood of the tenantry. It is the duty 
of Government to expedite the measure and show that while they are 
anxious to make their salaries secure they are also not unmindful of 
the urgency of passing this measure in order to ensure the peasant a 
little portion of his food produced by his own toil, in order to ensure 
the means of his cultivation and in order to ensure — I will not cry 
dal bhat — even noon bhat , and not kicks from the administration at the 
head of which is the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul lluq. From all these consi- 
derations I say that there is absolutely no necessity of further delaying* 
this measure by moving this amendment. I therefore propose that the 
Bill be discussed now and here and on the meiits of the case and from 
the standpoint of the interest of the Bengal peasantry and that all 
parties and elements who have the interest of the tenantry at heart 
should unite and leave aside the interests of those landlords and 
imperialists and of the blood-suckers and parasites who are out to destroy 
the tenantry. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: It gladdens my heart to see that a new 
Christ has at last made his appearance in Bengal to preach the gospel 
of truth and love to the toiling masses that live on the face of Bengal 
to-day. Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar comes here to-day as the 
saviour of the toiling millions that live on this side of India. Mr. 
Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, who promises big things, never knowa 
what a village is. A man who has never travelled on foot and who 
has never travelled in mire and water, has come to teach the philosophy 
of village life. Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar accused the members 
on this side of the House for not working for the millions of the tenantry 
of Bengal but may I tell him that it is the members who are sitting 
on this side who have so long been crying for f he masses and working 
for the amelioration of the condition of the masses. Now he is trying 
to invoke sympathy in the mind of t lie people. He is preaching love 
for the people, and that with a motive behind and the motive is to 
humiliate the Ministry. But he will never be able to do 1 hat. 

I ask Mr. Dutta Mazumdar who is sitting with the Congress group, 
though he professed to be a labourite, though in the first speech that 
he 'made in this House he said that he represented not only the Chris- 
tians, Muslims, the Hindus but he represented all the communities 
together, hut J find him representing only one party, why he never votes 
with this side, That shows that what he preaches he does not practice, 
hut he has ig) love for the masses and this is the map who has come 
to-day' to teach to the people of this side of the House that they should 
k have* some feeling, some love, some sympathy for the people of Bengal 
but" that sort of sympathy that sort of teaching will have no effect 
whatever on the public of Bengal. 
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I da not say that the amendment of the Public Demands Recovery 
Act is a desideratum which can be denied; there is no doubt about it 
that this Act oppresses the people, that this Act has been working hard 
on the people. We cannot deny that, but the way in which this 
amendment is brought is not the way to bring relief to the people. I 
will tell Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that it will defeat its own cause. 
So I would ask him if he wants to do good to the people to withdraw 
his amendment and accept the amendment of the Hon’ble Sir B. P. 
Singh Roy (interruptions). Let him wait and hear the reasons. The 
reasons are weighty. This Act which is sought to be amended includes 
9, sections. We have a sad experience in connection with the amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. We want to give relief to the people 
by passing that Act. But during the last four days we have not even 
done with four clauses. Does Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar think that 
in one hour he will be able to rush through all the 9 clauses . 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Why not? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: In four days we have not been able to 
•deal with more than 4 clauses of the Bengal Tenancy Act. To-day 
is the last day for the consideration of non-official Bills. Does he 
expect that even if he gets another day he will be able to get through 
this Bill. The Bill will naturally fall through and defeat its object. 
I would advise him to withdraw his motion and accept the amendment 
of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy if he really intends to 
■do some good to the people. But if his object is to stir up the imagina- 
tion in the mind of the people, if his object is only to show to the 
people that he as their only friend is out to relieve their distress 
{Question!) then certainly his object will be fulfilled. But I say this 
is not the way to do that; it really shows that Maulvi Abu Hossain 
•Sarkar does not wish to give relief to the people. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, yesterday you were 
pleased to give a ruling that when a particular member moves or 
speaks for a motion he cannot speak or vote against that. If I remem- 
ber aright and if my memory does not fail me during the discussion 
cf the budget Mr. Abdul Bari characterised the certificate power as 
a black spot in tenancy legislation. Is he now in order in speaking 
against this Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think no point of order is necessary. I think 
I can at least expect that Mr. Sanyal knows the difference between a 
discussion on the budget and discussion on a piece of legislation. As 
euch this ought to be the only answer to your point of order. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has risen to 
interrupt me and remind me of the speech that I delivered at the time 
of the budget discussion. I admit that I characterised this Act as 
a black spot and even to-day I stick to that but the way in which you 
are going to amend the Act is not the proper way. Maulvi Abu Hossain 
Sarkar proposes that the arrears of rent should be taken away. I will 
go a step further and say that I want the whole Act to be repealed. 
It cannot be done in this way ; it is going to meet half way ; we want 
a wholesale change when the proper time comes. For this reason 1 
am asking Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar to withdraw his motion. Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkar referred in his speech to Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, you were good enough to 
give a ruling just now which has rather upset me. Is not the budget 
an act of this Legislature? T am rather disturbed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think you need be disturbed. All I said 
was that there was a distinction between a budget discussion and a 
discussion on a legislation. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I was just saying something regarding the 
observations made by my friend Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar with 
regard to the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. 1 will in one sentence give 
him a crushing reply : Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar will not be able 
to do in his whole life what Mi*. Fazlul Huq has done in half an hour’s 
time. It does not lie in the mouth of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar 
to say that Mr. Fazlul Huq is going back on his pledges. Both Mr. 
Fazlul Huq and Sii Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy are doing very important 
and significant work. Unless there is confidence in the Ministry no 
work can be done. Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar by joining hands with 
the Congress is joining with a destructive body. I can proclaim before 
the country without fear of contradiction and without fear of protest 
that Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar by jo ini nig with the Congress is 
killing the rights of the people and not doing any good work for the 
people. The Congress is trying for the ruination of the reforms and 
the ruination of the whole country. That is what the Cong] ess is doing 
to-day. May I ask Maulvi Abu Hossain what he has got to do with 
Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar or for the matter of that with Mr. 
Mait.ra. Hone of them have done anything for the masses. Have 
the Congress provinces done anything as yet? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Certainly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, will Ikeie be confu- 
fiion or a discussion of the motion? 

30 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL” You are creating confusion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: You keep quiet. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If this sort of interruption go€ 
on I shall have to adjourn the House. 

(At this stage there was great uproar.) 

The House was then adjourned for half an hour. 


(After adjournment,) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before we proceed with the business of the hous 
it is my painful duty to draw ihe attention of the members to the fac 
that if there be interruptions while a member is speaking it become 
very difficult to carry on the normal proceedings of the Ilouse. Ex 
pressions were used by some members which are definitely unparlia 
mentary and to these my attention has been drawn. They shouli 
never have been used. I shall see that that part of the proceedings ii 
expunged. From every point of view I request the members kindly 
not to interrupt a member when he is on his legs. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I have got only a few words to add to whai 
I have said. When I was interrupted I think I was referring to am 
comparing with the work that has been done by this province witl 
the work that has been done by the other provinces, namely, the 
provinces in which the Congress is ruling. I said and I do still 
repeat that Bengal has done by this time much more work than has 
been done by any other province of India. So far as the introduction 
of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill is concerned I dare say and 
without any fear of contradiction that no other province has yet been 
able to^ take up that work of legislation. If my friends on the othei 
side will be pleased to refer to the news that was published in the 
“Amrita Bazar Patrika” and other newspapers only day before yesterday 
they will find that Pandit Govinda Ballav Pant, the Congress Chief 
Minister, said that it was not possible for the Government of the 
United Provinces to reduce the rent of the tenants. That shows how 
far the Congress Chief Minister of the United Provinces has been able to 
give relief to the people of the United Provinces, whereas Bengal has 
immediately taken the matter into consideration and passed spme 
clauses which will give immediate relief to the people of Bengal. 
That shows the earnestness and zeal of the Bengal Ministry in giving 
relief to the people. I want to tell my friends on the other side that 
I have no faith in magic operations : I have no faith in miraoles being 
perpetrated and I have no faith in Aladin’s Lamp being brought 
again to the earth. We have come here for full five years and during 
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these five years we shall be able to fulfil the pledges that we have given 
to our electorates. We have taken up the task and have done some- 
thing. If during this session of two months we finish all the ameliora- 
tive measures what are we going to do during the next four years ? 1 
believe that if Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar wants to draw his travelling 
allowance and daily allowance he must leave some work to be done 
during the next four years. 

I might remind my friends on the other side that they themselves 
said on the floor of the House in connection with the discussion of the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill that nothing should be done in haste, 
nothing should be done in a hurry and nothing should be done in a 
spirit which may lead us to a great catastrophy in the future. There- 
fore, Sir, so far as this Act is concerned I will tell them that there is 
no hurry about it. Moreover, the amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy 
Prosad Singh Roy only says that public opinion should be elicited by 
the 1st of January, 1938. That is to say, that we have to wait only for 
3 or 4 months and nothing more than that and after that I may tell 
my friend who has moved this amendment that at that time if I live 
and be a member of this House I will go a step further than him. 
I will not only ask for the repeal of that section which includes arrears 
of rent but I will also include in that Act money decrees as well as 
decrees by which the District Boards, by which the Government and 
by which the certificate holders execute the decrees. Therefore if 
the people of Bengal could wait for so many years and if they could 
bear all the oppression for so many years they can wail for another 3 
or 4 months and if by that time we find that this Act has not been 
repealed or that something has not been done to help the people 
then we will certainly bring in a resolution that will give relief to the 
people of Bengal. I submit that there is another strong reason for 
circulation. It has been stated by many members of this House that 
the Bill was not circulated and as many as GO members did not get 
copies. Is it fair, equitable and honest to rush the Bill through 
without giving the members an opportunity to go through the provi- 
sions of the Bill? Therefore, Sir, on all these grounds I should think 
that it is only right and reasonable that the Bill should be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may 
I put in a word of personal explanation? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think any personal explanation is neces- 
sary. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs I should like to explain 
because the first part of Maulvi Abdul Bari’s speech was exclusively 
devoted to myself. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Personal statements should arise only when there 
i a misunderstanding. I do not find anything in the nature of 
^understanding. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I only took the shower 
J his venom. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: (The member spoke in 
engali of which the following is an English translation.) Sir, I beg' 
move, by way of amendment, that the Bengal Public Demands 
ecovery (Amendment) Bill, 19*37, be circulated for the purpose of 
iciting public opinion thereon by the 15th November 1937. 

There are reasons why I hold that public opinion should be con- 
lted about this Bill. I would have certainly supported it if these 
unts had not suggested themselves to me. I have all along opposed 
e practice of collecting rents by means of “Certificates”. I do fully 
ipreciate that severe hardships are caused to the tenants by this process 
collection. But I cannot persuade myself to believe that my friend 
r. Abu Hossain Sarkar wants the abolition of the system of issuing 
rtificates. We are not aware whether his Bill contains any proposal 
abolish it or to perpetuate it. Considering how Mr. Sarkar and the 
jmbers of his party have been doing harm to the tenants in the name 
serving their interests, my doubts have been confirmed that it (Bill) 
11 do the tenants no good. Besides the manner in which Mr. Abu 
>saain Sarkar and the members of his party are hob-nobbing with the 
ngress Party and the anxiety which the members of the Congress 
rty in their turn are exhibiting about the Bill confirm me in my 
Lief that the Bill contains no provisions beneficial to the tenants, 
r, it was this Congress Party, who in 1928 caused the Tenancy Act 
be amended to the severe detriment of the tenants. (Here a voice 
m the Congress Bench spoke out — Mr. Tarafdar for obtaining muni- 
tion to the District Board is supporting the action of the Ministers.) 

'. Tarafdar went on— I do not care a fig for the District Board nomi- 
tion. For the good of the tenants I may unhesitatingly sacrifice all 
worldly interests. Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has begun to shed 
codile tears over the question of abolishing the system of issuing 
tificates. Let me give only one proof that he does not want it. A 
7 years ago within the area of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, zamindars 
fan committing terrible oppression w T hile collecting rents by means 
the issue of certificates. At that time a Hindu tenant unable to 
tr the oppression committed suicide. When the news reached me I 
tit to the spot and organised a protest meeting. Many of the 
aders and muktears of Gaibandha assisted me in that business. But 
shadow of Mr. Abu Hossain could even be seen then. The fact that 
. Sarkar is now ODDOsinEr the system of issuing certificates has raised 
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suspicion within me that he has some motive. (At this stage when 
Mr. Abu Hossain rose to say something, he was prevented from doing 
so by the Hon’ble Speaker.) Does he nof know that as a result of the 
efforts of the Coalition Group Government have agreed to do away with 
this system? If he knows that, why then this attempt? Ts he not 
aware that without the help of the Coalition Group there is no possibility 
of any motion being passed by this Assembly? (Loud cheers from the 
Coalition Benches and protests from the Congress Parfv.) The 
opportunity to test the truth of my statement will be arriving just now. 

I see with the eyes of a prophet that the pride of my friend will be 
humbled to dust in five minutes. When this Amendment Bill will be 
put to vote the extent of strength and powers of the Coalition Group 
will be realised. I request my friend Mr. Sarkar to give up this 
unjustifiable ztd of bis. Let him give opportunities to the members 
to introduce their Bills. Those Bills are in many respects far better 
than Mr. Sarkar s. They will help to reduce the rates of rent and free 
the tenants from their debts and do them many other services, which 
I have no time now to enumerate at length. If the time at our disposal 
is squandered in discussing an insignificant subject like this, at least 
some five Bills which the members have taken great pains to draft will 
be spoilt. I do therefore request Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar to put off 
the consideration of his Bill till Jst January next. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE! May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir. May I remind you, Sir, that when Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy imputed to that particular gentleman that he 
was canvassing on behalf of some party to get 
nomination to the District Board you objected to it. Now that very 
gentleman is imputing motives and perhaps the worst possible motive 
not only on a particular individual member but on parties together. 

Is it proper and in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not yet found any attribution of motive. 

While Maulvi Bajibuddin Tarafdar was speaking in support of Ihe 
motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion, an 
interruption was made by a member on the Congress side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Chakrabarti, I am sorry that you interrupted 
the proceedings of this House. 

Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABORTY: Sir. that was 

helpful. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I move, Sir, that the question 

be now put? 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: May I also move, Sir, that th< 
question be now put? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The closure motion has beeiP moved by tw< 
members, viz., Dr. Sanyal and Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas.^ I thinl 
the subject has been sufficiently debated on and it is for the Hous< 
to decide whether the motion should be accepted. 

Then, the motion that the question be now put was put — and agxeec 
to. 

* '‘Then the motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Bpy thai 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bj 
the 1st January, 1938, was put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Aftdfel Kader, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-AL Mahmoed, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Ratchid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abdtti Ahaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 
Abut Hosain, Mr. Ahmed. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Aftab Hetaln Jeardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayotpuri. 
Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Atfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

A«ir All, Md. Mia. 

ASbrafaU, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hessain Khan, Maulvi. 

AzharAli* Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premharf. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Chippendale, Mr. d. W. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chaadrs. 

Das, Mr. Kirit Bhusan. 

Dais, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upeadranath. 

Fnrhad ftP* Okbssbhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut 4po Kbaaam, Begum. 

Faxlul Kbq, the Hea’ble Mr. A. K. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Biuuddla Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 


Golam Sarwar Hosaim, Mr. Shah 8yed. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K„ o 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. *** 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahib. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. ^ 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kazem All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 8yed. 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. v T 

Moslsm, All Mollah, Maulvi. ’ 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan 4a«fb Hank* 8*ed. 
Mohammed All, Khan Bahadpr* - 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi, * ’ ** ' 

Muhammad Israii, Maulvi. . • 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Dr. |y«d. 

Muhammad Solalman, Mr. . . 

MuUick, the Hoh’bie Mr. Mukunda Bebary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’blo Nawab, Khau 
Bahadur. 

Mustufa All Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Iris Chandra, of Kasim bazar. 
Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nausher All, the Hun ’hie Maulvi Syed. 

Nazitnuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Hr, K.C.I.E. 
Patton, Mr. W. 0. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Ralkat, (ho Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dob. 

Rsjibuddm Taratdar, Maulvi. 
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Rgstur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Rw Rate Patlram. 

Ray, tha Hsn'bls Sir Bijoy Prasad 8J«ih,JKt 
Ray, Kumar Shtb Shakharsswar. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaanjoy. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Barter, Bate Madhusudan. 

Sarkar, tha Hm^bls Mr.*fialini Ranjan. 

San, Rai Bahadur Jofssli Ohandra. 

Sarajui Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 


.Ihamsul Rada, Maulana. 

Slafha, Baku Kshatra Nath. 
SlrAar.'iahu Lltta Mund«. 
v Stavaa. Mr. ,1. W. R. 

tubrtwardy, tha Hon’bls Mr. H. 8. 
Tafdl Ahmad Ohoudhury, Maulvl. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvl Hail. 
Wait, Mrs. Elian. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yousuf Miria. 


NOES. 
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Abdul Hafaofc Khan Bahadur Syod. 
Abdul Hakint, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvl. 

Abdul Wahod, Maulvl. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvl. 

Abul Fatal, Mr. Md. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Ahmsd Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Aslmuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

BanarJI, Mr. P. 

Banorjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banorjao, Mr. Shibnath. 

Bannorjoo, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Bisuras, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Sumatra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
ChajRopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 
Ghaudhuri, Rai Harondra Nath. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanafh. 

Das Qupta, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Qupta, Mr. Narsndra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harondra. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Dutta Masumdar, Mr. Niharondu. 
Emdadul Haquo, Kati. 

Ghoso, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmod, Mr. 


Gupta, Mr. dofosh Ohandra. 

Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syod. 
Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvl. 

Khan, Mr. Dabindra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikunja Bohari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surondra Mohan. 

Mall, Adwaita Kumar. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Mukhsrji, Mr. Dhlrondra Narayan. 
Mukhsrjos, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. 8harat Chandra. 

Mulliek, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Nasker, Mr. Horn Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinieharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Klshori Patl. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

8anyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Aye£. being 105 and Noes 63, the motion was carried. 


' ' v * 

Che Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: I beg also to move that the said Bill 
be taken into consideration. 

(The member spoke in Bengali. While he was in possession!^ the 
House, Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali raised the point that his j^roup 
.did not receive copies of the Bill.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I should like that* those members who have no 
received copies of the Bill to stand up in their places. 

(Several members stood up.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I have to rule this Bill out of orde: 
because it has not been circulated. In spite of m 3 7 warnings I hav< 
just found that expressions like “dilatory tactics” and “dodging” hav< 
been used even though on Ihe last motion some of the members made r 
clear that they wanted time to consider it. In view of that I fee 
that my discretion should not be exercised in a manner which miglr 
create a similar situation. 


The Bengal Fixation of Wages Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I beg to move for leave to introduc< 
the Bengal Fixation of Wages Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ibeg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Agriculture Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Agriculture Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 
The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRA1L: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1937. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may settle the question of procedure in a matter 
like this. It is perfectly open to you to introduce the Bill but the other 
portions should be governed by the previous decision. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi AFTAB HOSSAIN JOARDAR: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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, The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Money Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Money Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Shop Controlling Bill, 1937. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Shop Controlling Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal State Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and Stud Bull, 

1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to move for leave to 

introduce the Bengal State Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and 
Stud Bull, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 



1987 .] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


1671 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1987. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce tlie Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: In accordance with the same 
procedure adopted in regard to the other Bill which has been sent for 
circulation, I take it that this Bill will form part of that Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it permissible for me to move 
this motion? I have had the member's previous permission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In this I am perfectly satisfied that I shall not 
ordinarily give permission but there might be circumstances in which 
a member’s absence was unavoidable I ought and I may allow the 
motion to be moved. If the member had informed me beforehand of 
his absence, and if I thought it necessary 1 might allow you to move the 
motion. As a matter of fact, the member did not inform me of his 
absence and I cannot allow you to move his motion. 


The Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


A Bill to make provision for hours of work, 1937. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill to make provision for hours of work, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Homeopathic Faculty Bill, 1937. 

; Mr. P. BANERJI : I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
[Homeopathic Faculty Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I also beg to move that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. 



1572 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[16th Sept. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I beg to move by way 
of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st March 1938. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I am prepared to accept it, Sir. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Dentist Bill, 1937. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I on behalf of Mr. Hashemy 
move for leave to introduce his Bill? He asked me to move this Bill 
as be would not be able to be present. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, if Mr. Hashemy had explained to me that 
he would not be able to be present I would certainly have given him 
permission to ask anybody else to move it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I not move even the first part 
only ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry, Dr. Sanyal, I cannot allow you to 
do so in the circumstances I have mentioned. 

The Bengal Money Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move for leave to in- 
troduce the Bengal Money Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1 beg to move for leave to 

introduce the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I have not got a copy of 
the Bill, Sir. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: But I am not going to move 
the second part; I shall be content with the first part. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 193T. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government and Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: I beg io move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Local Self-Government and Village Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Bengal Jute Bill, 1887. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sanction of the Governor has not been received 
and therefore it cannot be moved. 

The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sanction of the Governor has not been reoeived 
and therefore it cannot be moved. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. It seems 
that many Bills have been moved regarding the Bengal Wakf Act 
which are all identical in character. If you permit the introduction of 
identical Bills over and over again, the result will be that we should 
have unnecessary publication in the “Calcutta Gazette’ ’ of the same 
and identical thing and this will involve expenditure not only in 
printing but also in circulating them: will that be justified? 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: May 1 also rise on a point of order, Sir ? 
You have been pleased to say that if a member stands up in his seat 
and says that he has not received a copy of a Bill, you will take ii that 
he has not received it ; will it be necessary in future to send the Bill in 
a registered packet and the acknowledgment receipt thereof produced 
before you just to prove that we have received it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. I have understood your point. 
This matter will be considered very carefully by me later on and a 
circular letter will be issued to the hon’ble members regarding 4 the 
produce to be observed in this connection. 

As regards the point of order of Dr. Sanyal, it is not my business 
to consider whether expenses are incurred or not. So long as members 
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choose to introduce Bills, 50 or 100 or more, that may be identical in 
nature, I am bound to follow the Parliamentary convention to allow 
them to be moved. At the introduction stage I cannot stand in the 
way but action may be taken with regard to them at the next stage. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 
When No. 155 was reached, I was urgently engaged outside the 
Chamber. May I therefore not get an opportunity of moving my Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: By no stretch of imagination can it be said that 
when a member goes outside the Chamber on an urgent necessity that 
matter can be raised as a point of order ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit that it is the 
Parliamentary convention to pass over a Bill if there is a reasonable 
cause for postponing it for some time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I have not passed it over for good; the 
member will get a chance for moving it after all the Bills have been 
disposed of. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the said Bill 
be taken into consideration. 


Amendment. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move by way 
of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 15th November, 1937. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am prepared to accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tobacco Repeal Bill, 1937. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Bengal Tobacco Repeal Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the- 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Tlie Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise on a 

point of order with regard- to motion No. 289 moved by Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee regarding the Tobacco Repeal Bill. May I point out 
that this Bill cannot be introduced without the sanction of His 
Excellency the Governor under section 82(7) of the Government of 
India Act? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this point of order should have been 
raised immediately after Mr. Banerjee had moved his motion. I could 
have then considered your point of order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may have been 
a little late in drawing your attention to this but is not the introduc- 
tion in view of these circumstances altogether illegal or ultra vires ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Sir Bijoy, you realise that und£r section 
82(7) of the Government of India Act it is only when imposition or 
increase of a tax is contemplated that the sanction of the Governor is 
required ; in the case of repeal no sanction is necessary. Can you point 
out any rule to the contrary ? (Pause.) Are you quite satisfied, Sir 
Bijoy? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am looking 

into the point, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: With regard to motion No. 292 it will require the 
sanction of the Governor under section 82 (3) of the Government of 

India Act. Is it any use at this late stage of to-day’s sitting to move 

that the Bill be taken into consideration, Mr. Banerji? (Several 
members : We have not got copies too.) Apart from that, I want to 

know from Mr. Banerji if he thinks it will be useful at this stage to 

move it. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: No, Sir, I do not move it. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: With regard to motion 
No. 291 may I rise on a point of order, Sir? Mr. Banerji has moved 
for leave to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, but it 
interferes with the right of the zamindars in the matter of land and as 
such it requires the previous sanction of the Governor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Can you point out the section under which this 
sanction is necessary? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Yes, Sir. Under section 
299 (3) of the Government of India Act, read with rule 66 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Rules. / * 
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Mr. SPEAKER! I will enquire if sanction has been given . 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: But we have not seen 

any. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the procedure that I would like to 
observe in view of the point which has been raised by the Kumar 
Sahib is that, in order to economise time, that those Bills regarding 
tenancy legislation amendment may be moved Ibut that if subsequently 
it is found that they are ultra vires I would rule them out of order. 
That perhaps will be the simplest course. Hon’ble members will be 
alble to- have information about this from the Assembly office. 


The Bengal Emergency Rent Reduction Bill, 1937. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN : Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce ’the Bengal Emergency Rent Reduction Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 
The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas’s Bengal Jute Bill cannot 
be moved as the sanction of the Governor has not been received. 


The Bengal Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
t6 introduce the Bengal Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The* Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

31 
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The Bengal Shop Controlling Bill, 1937. 

V' 1 » 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Sir, ! beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Shop Controlling Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1637. 

Ma&llvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
o introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 

. make the same objection as before. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider all your points of order in con- 
lection with motions affecting tenancy legislation. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


A Bill to make provision for insurance against unemployment, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I may inform the 
Lover that His Excellency the Governor has refused permission to the 
itroduction of this Bill. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANE RJ EE: We know nothing of this refusal, 
ir. No refusal has been communicated to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case it has been communicated now to the 
ouse by the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 


The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
introduce the Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
mgal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: A I also beg to move that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1938. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 am prepared to accept the amendment, Sir. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 
' The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government and Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Local Self-Government and Village Self-Gov- 
ernment (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
ntroduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Adi Canga Improvement Bill, 1937. 

* Mr. P B BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce Om 
di Ganga Improvement Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary, tltem read the short title of the Bill. 

. , / -t * 
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The Bengal Jute Bill7 1937. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This Bilf*oannot be moved as the previous sanc- 
tion of the Governor has not been obtained. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information, 
Sir. You were pleased to allow Mr. P. Banerjh to move for the 
consideration of his Bill and it was thereafter circulated for public 
opinion whereas you did not allow me to do so in connection with my 
motion No. 219. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But as a matter of fact you did not rise in your 
seat at that time. I called your name all the same. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am prepared to move my 
consideration motion and if it is objected to I am ready to accept the 
circulation motion if moved against my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry that cannot be done now. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, may I now draw your attention to 
my motion No. 155 regarding* the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill, 
to which I referred a short while ago P May I move it now P It is 
only for introduction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I be g to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. I do not move No. 156. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I close I might say at this stage that in 
so far as the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bills are concerned which 
have been introduced, the point of law will be examined and if they 
are found to have been admitted without sanction will take necessary 
steps later on. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: May I with your per- 
mission, Sir, be allowed to move the Bill that stands in the name of 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, I mean the Bengal Local Self-Government 
and Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937 ? Mr. Shams- 
uddin Ahmed has been ill for a long time, and he has asked me to move 
his Bill with your permission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow you to do so. A§ 
you know, I have given my ruling on this point already. 
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The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill; 1937. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Sir, I beg to move 
for leave to introduce the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Many requests have been made to me by 
honourable members to be allowed to move motions standing in the 
name of other members. In this connection my ruling definitely is 
that if a member is absent owing to unavoidable circumstances and if 
he explains that to me either by letter or personally, I shall be quite 
prepared to consider whether I should give him an opportunity of 
moving his motion afterwards or whether I should allow any other 
member to move it. But I do not think it fair to deprive other members 
of the advantages which might result on account of the absence of a 
member or members and also of the advantage of the ballot. 

I will now adjourn the House, till 4-45 p.in., on Monday, the 20th 
September, 1937. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 201 h 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of -India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 20th September, 1907, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present : 

Mr Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 217 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Employees of the Inland Steamer Services. 

*171. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

(1) the employees of the Inland Steamer Services have long-stand- 

ing grievances; 

(2) the employees formed a registered union named River Steam 

Navigation and India-General Navigation and Railway 
Companies’ Workers’ Union ; 

(3) this union applied to Government under the Trade Unions 

Act for Board of Conciliation; 

(4) this union was declared illegal by Government; 

(5) the employees then formed another union named Inland Steam 

Navigation Workers’ Union; 

(6) the Registrar refused to register the union; 

(7) the union applied to the Hon’ble High Court against the 

Registrar; 

(8) the Hon’ble High Court gave its verdict in favour of the 

union ; 

(9) the union was then registered; 

(10) the union approached the River Steam Navigation and Com- 
pany and India General Steam Navigation and Railway 
Company for recognition of the union; 
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(11) on the refusal of the companies to recognise their union the 

employees of these companies gave a notice that unless their 
union be recognised they would not work more than twelve 
hours a day; 

(12) on getting a negative reply the employees refused to work 

overtime, i.e., beyond the period between 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. ; 

(13) as a result there was a strike and the employees were dismissed 

about 400 in Calcutta ghats and several hundreds each in 
Barisal, Sonachora and Digha; 

(14) the Government was approached by the union several times for 

a settlement of the dispute ; 

(15) the Government did not do anything in the matter; 

(16) the Company dismissed all strikers; 

(17) this is not unprecedented in the history of labour movement in 

India or elsewhere; 

(18) it is a fact that the victimised strikers have been deprived of 

retiring bonus and company’s contribution in the provident 
fund ; 

(19) the company held that refusal to work overtime after due 

notice was to be considered as misconduct; 

(20) the company held that non-attendance to woik was also to be 

considered misconduct; 

(21) the arbitrator appointed by the company has the final say in 

this matter; 

(22) the arbitrator held that refusal to do overtime work aFer 

due notice and even non-attendance is to be consideied 
misconduct; and 

(23) on the flimsy ground of such misconduct, nearly a lakh of 

rupees belonging to the employees have been forfeited by 
the company? 

(24) Will the Hon’ble Minister immediately take steps to remedy 
such gross injustice? 

(25) Will the Hon’ble Minister amend the Provident Fund Act so 
that such legal fraud may not be possible? 

(26) Will the Hon’ble Minister appoint a Board of Enquiry under 
the Trade Disputes Act and thoroughly enquire into the long-standing 
suffering of the employees of Inland Steamer Services ? 

(27) If the answer to No. 26 is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? 
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MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE *nd LABOUR DEPART. 
MEfeT ttM Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : (1) I have no knowledge 
if the eftijiloyees referred to have any grievances, or if they are of long- 
standing duration. 


(2) Such a union was registered. 


(3) An application was made under the Trade Disputes Act, 1929, 
on the 6th March, 1935, at a time when the union had been declared 
unlawful. 


(4) Yes. 

v 5) The union which had been declared unlawful was registered under 
the new name referred to in the question. 

(6) to (10) Yes. 

(11) I understand that tlie union gave notice that if it was not 
recognised, the employees would not work overtime. The normal 
working hours was eight hours a day and not twelve hours. 

(12) , (13) and (16) On the 13th February, 1936, only three clerks 
and one duftry refused to work overtime, i.e., beyond the period 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. and not between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. as stated 
in the question under reply. The next day two more clerks and one 
duftry refused to work overtime. These men were dismissed from 
service and a request for their reinstatement was refused. By the 2nd 
March, 318 persons had struck work altogether. Their places were 
filled by old employees who had been retrenched and by new hands. 
The workshop staff at Digha and Sonachora struck work on the 12th 
March and 2nd April, respectively. On the 7th April a large number 
of the Barisal workshop staff also came out, but most of them returned 
to work almost immediately. Those of the strikers who sought 
re-employment were re-employed and new hands were engaged to fill 
in vacancies after waiting for some time. 

(14), (15), (26) and (27) An informal application was sent in by an 
Advocate, who was asked by Government to make an application in the 
prescribed form, but this was not done. I have also received a printed 
representation, and I immediately instituted enquiries into the allega- 
tions. At present no trade dispute appears to exist. 

(17) I have no knowledge. Strikers having been dissuaded by the 
union from joining* and not having joined when opportunities were 
given to them to rejoin, the Steamer Companies have employed persons 
on the distinct understanding that they would be permanently epaployed 
if they proved suitable. According to the Steamer Companies they 
have not only proved suitable but have served loyally in spite of very 
violent picketing resorted to by some of the strikers; and the Steamer 
Companies are not prepared to dispense with their services. 
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(18), (19), (20) and (22) I gather so from some papers sent by 
the hon’ble member to my department. 

(21) It is a question of legal opinion. 

(23) I have no knowledge: and I am not prepared to offer any 
opinion as to whether the .ground is flimsy or otherwise. 

(24) Does not arise. 

(25) No. I am not aware that any legal fraud has been perpetrated. 
I understand from the hon’ble member that Ihe Hon’ble High Court 
has upheld the decision of the arbitrator. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the present Government’s policy with regard to such 
labour disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : My policy with regard 
to labour disputes in general has been outlined in various speeches and 
if an opportunity had been given to me during the last budget discus- 
sion to frame and advance my policy I would have done so. I do not 
understand what the honourable member means with regard to such 
labour disputes, as in my opinion no labour disputes at present exist. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to answer ( 3 ) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government desire 
to continue the policy of declaring unions unlawful when the employers 
do not find the unions suitable for them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is a hypothetical 
question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the union has been declared unlaw- 
ful before the application wao made under the Trades Disputes Act or 
after that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would ask the 
honourable member to read the answer once more. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer, ( 3 ), viz., an application was made under the Trades Disputes 
Act, 1929, on the 6th March, 1935, at a time when the union had been 
declared unlawful, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the union was actually declared unlawful after the application was 
received or before the application was received. 



1586 QUESTIONS. [20th Sept. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $■ 8UHRAWARDY : I think it is quite plain 
in the answer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is a very plain 
question — whether the union has been declared unlawful before or after 
the application was made. The answer ought to be a categorical one. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I give credit to the 
honourable member for sufficient knowledge of the language to under- 
stand the answer which I have given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is completely in the dark or 
whether he wishes to withhold this information? 

The HOft’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know the 
precise date. But the answer has already been given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to slate what were the reasons for Government not 
setting up machineries under the Trades Disputes Act in view of what 
the Hon’ble Minister has said in his reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Because the union had 
been declared unlawful. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I must point out, Sir, 
that this is no answer to my question. My question is — will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in view of what he has said about a large 
number of trade disputes, why Government did not set up the machinery 
under the Trades Disputes Act to settle the disputes which were going 
on? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Government did not' 
consider them to be trade disputes. It was merely an agitation carried 
on by certain persons who were misleading the poor labourers and 
getting them dismissed. The agitation did not come under the category 
of trade disputes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister admit that there was a prolonged strike and a large number 
of persons had been dismissed and the question of hours of work and 
overtime and things like that were involved and in view of that does 
not the Hon’ble Minister think that there was a situation when Gov- 
ernment might have appointed a machinery under the Trade Disputes 
Act and what was the reason for not doing so? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHR AWARD Y : None of these items were 
involved. What was involved was that the union was trying to force 
the employees to recognise the union whose aims and objects were 
unlawful. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answers {14), 
{15), {26) and {27), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
was the result of his enquiries, what were his findings and what steps 
were taken on those findings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I made enquiries and 
arrived at the conclusion that no trade dispute appears to exist. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the same policy will be adopted by 
the present Government as w T as done by the past Government in the 
event of a trade dispute? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is difficult to follow 
what policy he is referring to; but if he means that the Trades Disputes 
Act is not to be applied in the case of trade disputes I do not admit 
that that has been the policy of Government either in the past or in 
the present or will be in the future. 


Government grants-in-aid to school and madrassas. 

*172. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware — 

{i) that Government grant-in-aid below Us. 100 sanctioned to schools 
and madrassas is renewed every year; and 

{ii) that such a course causes unnecessary anxiety and troubles iu 
the Managing Committee? 

{b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he would 
consider the desirability of sanctioning the said grant-in-aid for a term 
of 3 years to schools and madrassas? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): {a) (i) Yes. 

{ii) Yes, but in many cases the trouble is due to the failure of 
Managing Committees of schools to submit applications for renewal of 
grants in du/ time. 

(6) Yes. 
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Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there are schools and madrass*^ 
which do not get Government grants-in-aid and scholarships and will 
he see that some consideration are shown to these schools ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: Oh yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state or give ns an approximate idea of 
the time when these grants-in-aid rules are going to be changed? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: The matter is being con- 
sidered by the Director of Public Instruction. It is very difficult to 
give an exact idea, but we hope before the end of this year we will be 
able to come to a decision. 


Clerks and ministerial officers of Midnapore Settlement operations. 

*173. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) how many clerks and ministerial officers will be actually thrown 
out of employment as a result of postponement of the 
Midnapore Revisional Settlement operations; 

(it) when are these people actually going to be discharged ; and 

(Hi) whether Government are considering the desirability of pro- 
viding them in other departments of Government to prevent 
growth of unemployment? 

(6) If the reply to clause (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many or all of them are likely 
to be thus absorbed ? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) 1,747. 

(ii) They will be discharged in batches from now. 

(Hi) Yes, as far as possible, but it will be difficult provide for 
more than a small proportion. 

(b) The matter is being examined.* 
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Process-servers’ returns. 

* 

*174. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state — 

(?■) the number of process-servers in the 24-Parganas; and 

(n) the number of them that have been warned, fined, suspended 
or otherwise punished for submitting false returns or other 
misconduct? 

(b) Is there a rule of verification of the returns of the process- 
servers? 

(c) If so, in how many cases have the returns been found to be false 
for the last 3 years? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) (?) Permanent 234, and temporary 23. 

(ii) 189. 

(b) Yes. Rule 116 of the Hon’ble High Court’s Civil Rules and 
Orders, Volume I, Chapter 3, page 29. 

1934. 1935. 1936. 

(c) Number of cases verified ... 27 16 10 

Number of cases found false ... 7 12 7 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take in the case 
of so many offenders? 

The Hcn’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Government are seriously considering the position of the existing process- 
servers for whom this House has shown so great anxiety. It may happen 
that Government will have to dismiss half of tins number and have 
better class of people recruited for the other half. 

Detenu Sj. Dhirendra Nath Sen. 

*175. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the mother of Sj. Dhirendra 
Nath Sen, b.a., arrested at Barisal on the 14th December, 1931, and 
at present kept interned at Sandeshkhali, made repeated petitions for 
the release of hereon or for the provision of six members of his family 
dependent uponHhe income of the said Dhiren Sen? 
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( b ) Is it a fact that all petitions for release or grant of family 
allowances were rejected since 1931 and only on the 10th April, 1937, 
an allowance of Es. 7-8 has been sanctioned? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the grant of above amount 
adequate for the maintenance of even one member in a town not to 
speak of six dependent members? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he would 
consider the desirability of — 

( i ) increasing the amount to Es. 50 per mensem; and 

(ii) releasing the said Dhiren Sen and save itself from all sorts of 
payments on account of the said Dhiren Sen or in bare 
justice make adequate grant for the maintenance of his 
dependants ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the place of detention of Sj. Dhiren Sen 
is infested with snakes, many of which are of cobra species; and that 
many have been killed inside the premises? 

(/) If the answer to clause (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he would consider the desirability 
of removing him from the place at once? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes: the detenu has no family of his 
own and I understand that lie was dependent on his brother before his 
a i rest. 

(b) Yes, Es. 7-8 has been sanctioned for the support of the mothei 
of the detenu. 

(c) This question asks for an expression of opinion. 

(d) No. 

(e) I have no reason to believe this statement; the detenu has never 
complained of this and many people besides the detenu live there. 

(/) I have issued orders for his internment in hia home. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR; Will the Hon’bir 

Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact that Hindu families are 
always considered as joint families? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter of opinion. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: Are not mother and 

sisters members of the family? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDBINJ May be so. 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN WAKUR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister "be pleased to state if it is not a fact that the Hindu family is 
presumed to be a joint family and many members are included in it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You should put a specific question. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it not a fact that the* 
brother of Sri jut Dhirendra Nath Sen is himself a poor muktear with 
a family consisting 1 of 6 members including* his wife and children? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What I meant to say 
in my answer was that the detenu has neither any wife nor children 
whom he had to maintain. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
not aware that the mother and 8 sisters of Srijut Dhirendra Nath Sent 
were dependent on him and he had to maintain them ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes: for mother we 
have given an allowance of Rs 7-8. As regards others they were being 
maintained by his brother. The position has not changed. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that the said Dhiren Sen was the 
Headmaster of Dighijan High English School and the President of the- 
Mathibhanga Union Board? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
.aware that the said Dhirendra Nath Sen killed a cobra and produced 
it before the Subdivisional Officer when the latter came to visit his- 
^camp ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so but I am 

not aware. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: With regard to amwer 
(i b ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Rs. 7-8 which haa- 
been sanctioned for £he support of the mother of the detenu will be f 
paid from th$ date of his detention ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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" *176. Mr. DHANANJOY,* RpY : With reference to the reply given 

on the 27th November, 1936, to clause (a) of unstarred question iSTo. 32, 
^1 the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislatife 
Department be pleased to state whether any recommendation htu* aince 
been made by the Hon'ble High Court to the Government in the. ajatter P 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIH, Khan Bahadur: 

No. 


Probationership of Law graduates. 

*177. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware that Law graduates 
have got to undergo a period of probationership for one year? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the system has not in any 
way improved the training of the lawyers? 

(c) Is he aware that the system has been causing a great hardship 
to the Law graduates? 

(i d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to ask the High 
Court to do away with this system of probationership? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

( b ) and ( c ) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
-state whether it is a fact that this period of probationership was not in 
existence prior to the year 1930? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Batiadurf 

Yes. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that t lie lawyer graduates had been debarred from practising and have 
got no income during this period of probationership? 4 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this 
probationership is not in existence in other provinces of India ? 
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Tbp ljtofl’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SArN 4 Khan Bahadur: 



ilvi’lABDUl. BARI: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
he is aware that mukhtears are not required to undergo 
a^vgeriod of training? 

Mr. 8WEAKER: If you want to extend the question it will take a 
long time. 


Anti-Terrorist League in Kotwalipara, Faridpur. 

*178.* Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis, 
ter in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware that there is an 
association called the Anti-Terrorist League in Kotwalipara in the dis- 
trict of Faridpur? 

( b ) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when and by whom it was formed and whal 
are its specific functions ? 

(c) Will ther Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
aware — 

(i) that on the 20th September, 1936, a few persons were seen at 
night peeping in suspicious manner through the window of 
the bed-room of Brojendralal Chakraborty, a detenu under 
orders of home internment at Baliabhanga, police-station 
Kotwalipara, in the district of Faridpur, and were chased by 
some .inmates of the house including a member of the local 
Anti-Terrorist League ; 

(u) that some pieces of paper said to be confidential documents of 
the Intelligence Branch Department and a suspicious looking 
phial were found where those unknown persons ran away 
and fled; 

(in) that On the 24th September, 1936, a letter was addressed to the 
thana officer in charge of Kotwalipara police-station by the 
Secr^t^ry of the local Anti-Terrorist League wherein he com- 
municated his impression that only a member of the Intelli- 
gence Branch Department could obtain possession of a 
confidentiaLdocument of that nature; and 

(iv) that on the 23rd September, 1936, the Secretary of the local Anti- 
Terrorist League^sent the Subdivisional Officer of Gopalganj 
the documents and the phial found in the house of Brojandta. 
lal Chakra Forty* Of Baliabhanga with a forwarding letter in 
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which he communicated his suspicion to the Subdi visional 
Officer that the persons who happened to visit that* house 
stealthily at night might belong to the Intelligence Branch 
Department ? 


(d) If the answers to clause (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of each of these letters? . 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, 
has been taken by the authorities concerned on the representation o£ the 
Secretary of the local Anti-Terrorist League? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) There was an associa- 
tion called “The Anti-Terrorist League’ ’ in Kotwalipara in 19^6. It is 
no longer in existence. 

(b) It was formed in 1935 by some local people in order to check 
the spread of the terrorist movement. 

( c ) ( i ) An allegation of this kind was made but was found on 
enquiry to be untrue. 

(it) The detenu produced a torn paper which concerned a report 
regarding his misconduct in 1933, also a phial, but there was nothing 
suspicious about it. 

(Hi) Yes. The statements made in this letter were not substantiated 
on inquiry. 

(iv) Yes. 

( d ) and ( e ) Due inquiry was made and the allegations were found to 
be untrue. I am not prepared to place the letters on thq table. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(c) (ii)y will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he 
enquired who might have been in possession of such a document? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All this happened three,, 
or four years ago : it is impossible to give details. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the enquiry 
that was held, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the 
Government is satisfied that the Criminal Investigation Department, 
Intelligence Branch, was not responsible for having attempted planting 
in this case? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the hon’ble 

member to my answer to (c) (Hi). 
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River Brahmaputra, Mymensingh. 

*179. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state whether Government are aware that the river Brahma- 
putra in the district of Mymensingh is being rapidly silted up? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take for preventing the same ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
bazar): (a) Yes. 

(b) Extensive enquiries have been made. Government are advised 
by their experts that the desertion by the river of its old bed must be 
accepted as a natural development. It is very doubtful if any measures 
taken to divert water from the new Brahmaputra (Jamuna) river into 
the old river would be successful. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there has been any expert survey 
as to whether dredging operations are possible or not to make the old 
river flow again? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimfoazar: 

I do not think any survey has been made but I believe extensive 
enquiries, as already stated in my reply, have been made. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On what basis does 
the Hon’ble Minister say that it is doubtful if any measures taken to 
divert water from the new Brahmaputra river into the old river would 
be successful? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

As I have already stated in my reply it is according to the views of 
tlie experts. 

"'Detenus Messrs. Abdul Halim and Saroj Mukherji. 

*180. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Messrs. Abdul Halim and Saroj 
Mukherji are being detained under sub-section (1) of section 2 of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, in continuation of sen- 
tences passed on them not in connection with the terrorist movement 
in Bengal? 
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(b) If the answer to (a), is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the specific ground or grounds which have 
1&4 to their detention? 

(c) Is it a fact that when sentencing the said Messrs. Abdul Halim 
and Saroj Mukherji both the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta 
and the Calcutta High Court had held that they were communists? 

<(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the application of Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, which was passed for purposes 
other than communist activities? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of ordering 
an immediate release of the said detenus ? % If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) Both the 
persons were dealt with under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930, on the expiry of their sentence for sedition as, in the opinion 
of this Government, they are members of an association of which the 
objects and methods include the commission of offences included in the 
First Schedule to the Act. 

(c) I believe the Courts to have made such observations. 

(d) A communist may participate in those forms of unlawful activity 
which come within the purview of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. 

( e ) No. There are no indications that they will sever their connec- 
tion with associations whose objects and methods include the com- 
mission of scheduled activities. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With reference to answers (a) 
and (h), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment were not of opinion that they were in the terrorist activities before 
the order was passed by the Government and how is it that after the 
expiry of their punishment they were arrested under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, these people were 
convicted for an offence first. After their release the then Government 
considered that they should be detained as it would not be safe to let 
them go free. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it not a fact that one may be 
inclined to believe that just after their release Government want to 
detain them further under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not 
detain anybody unless there are good reasons for it. r 
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Beel Route canal. 

•181. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMANS (a) Will the Hon’ble Miniver 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what is the recurring expenditure for the maintenance of the 

Beel Route canal, and what is the annual income from' the 
same ; and 

(ii) whether any toll is levied on boats, steamers and other crafts 
plying through the Beel Route canal? 

( b ) If the answers to clause (a) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be placed to state what portion of the annual toll 
income is realised from the country boats, and what from the steamer 
companies ? 

(c) If any exemption or partial remission from the payment of the 
toll is granted to any parties, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state on what grounds such remissions and exemptions are granted? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether such 
exemptions or remissions are granted to any profiteering business parties 
like the steamer companies? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) The average annual expenditure and income during the last five 
years were Rs. 2,22,000 and Rs. 1,77,000, respectively. 

(ii) Yes. 

( b ) The averages of the tolls realised during the last five years are — 

(i) From the steamer companies — Rs. 1,35,776. 

(ii) From country boats — Rs. 37,999. 

(c) and (d) One of the launches of the River Steam Navigation Com- 
pany which is exclusively used by their Pilot-Superintendent has been 
exempted from payment of tolls, as the work of this officer is of value 
to Government also. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Honble 

Minister be pleased to state why the toll charges are not revised as it is 
a losing concern? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased tp state'the amount of traffic carried respectively by the steamer 
companies and the country boats? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI3 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cannot say off-hand, I want notice. 

Br. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What was the ground for making 
a discrimination in favour of a European managed steamer company 
for remission? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

There was no question of discrimination in this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount of service in terms of rupees from 
this steamer company and what is the amount of remission given to 
that company for that service? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is difficult to give any idea off-hand of the money value of the ser- 
vice which Government get from the plying of the launch of the Pilot 
Superintendent. But I understand the pilot takes sounding of depths 
which helps the department to keep a record of the level of the river 
bed. He also reports about the formation of shoals and other obstruc- 
tions which are very useful to the department. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the loss shown in the running of this Beel 
Canal route is directly due to this remission of rate from the European 
company? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly not. 


Rivers Ichamati, Boral and Hurasagar, Pabna, 

*182. Maulvi AZHAR ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal before the Government 
for resuscitation of the dying rivers, viz., Ichamati, Boral and Hurasagar 
of the Pabna district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps which are proposed to be taken for the 
resuscitation of those rivers for improvement of sanitation, agriculture 
and better and easy communication for the district? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the.. Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when can the work be expected tq be taken 
up? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(«) No. 

( b ) The cost of effective dredging or silt clearance of the Ichamati 
and Boral rivers would be prohibitive. The Hurasagar river is in fair 
condition and is navigable throughout the year. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government think it necessary to cut the 
Ichamati and Boral rivers at the present stage at which they have 
arrived ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

If the hon’ble member means dredging, as I have already said, the 
cost of dredging is prohibitive and Government are not prepared to 
take it up. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether Go\ eminent have no such means to under- 
take such a scheme. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The question is not of means, but the Government have to consider in 
any such scheme the expenditure in proportion to the benefit to be 
derived from it. 


Detenu Babu Benoy Bagchi. 

*183. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department aware 
that the detenu Babu Benoy Bagchi at present in the Presidency Jail, 
Calcutta, as a result of his slow fever is gradually losing his weight for 
which the Jail Superintendent considers this to be a case of suspected 
tuberculosis ? 

• (b) Has the Superintendent of the said jail made any recommenda- 

tion to the authorities for his transfer to some healthy and dry place? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to act 
according to the Superintendent’s recommendation? If not, why not? 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The Jail Superinten- 
dent did not consider it a case of tuberculosis. The X’ray examination 
of the detenu’s lungs did not show any definite infiltration. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr. JATIN8RA UaTH CHAKRABARTY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the nature of the ailment the detenu is 

suffering from? * » ?»' 

y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Baienu Sri Chunilal Mukherjee. 

*184. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(?) Sri Chunilal Mukherjee of Iswar Ganguly Lane, Kalighat, 
was convicted under Arms Act in March, 1931, to one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment ; 

(ii) he was released in 1932; 

(Hi) he was rearrested at the jail gate under Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act; 

(iv) he is now detained in different camps since then ; 

(v) he is now detained at Deoli ; 

(vi) he has been suffering badly from pharyngitis; 

(vii) any allowance is given to his widowed dependant mother; 

(vni) he will be released now; and 

(hr) he will be interned in his home? 

(b) If the answers to (a) ( vii), ( viii ) and (ix) are in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (iv) This detenu 
was arrested on the 30th December, 1931, under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1930, on the expiry of a sentence imposed on 
him for illegal possession of arms, and has. been in detention since then* 

(-t) Yes. 

(vi) He had pharyngitis about 8 months ago, but this has gradually 
cleared up with treatment, and he does not complain of pharyngitis now. 

(vii) No. The detenu was unemployed before his arrest and was 
not in a position to contribute to the support of his mother, who was 
dependent on another son. 

(vUi), (ix) and (b) No ; he will shortly be interned in a village in 
Bengal according to the policy announced on ihe 9th of August. 
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Mr. tIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the %onT#e Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount that will be given to him while- 
under village internment ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The usual amount that 
is given to all detenus. I believe the minimum amount is about 
Rs. 25. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be- 
pleased to state whether the policy of the Government has changed 
since the 9th August regarding payment of allowances to those who 
were unemployed before arrest ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, we are consider- 
ing the question of payment in hard cases of giving allowances to 
those who were not contributing towards the maintenance of their 
families specially in the case of those who were too young to 
contribute. 


Police administration of Faridpur. 

•185 Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether Mr. A. D. Gordon, i.i\, c.i.k., Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, Dacca Range, held two inquiries into the affairs of the police 
administration of the district of Faridpur during the year 19MG? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he submitted any report to the 
Government ? 

( c ) If the report has been submitted, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of placing a copy of the same on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The reply is in the 
negative. 

(b) and ( c ) Do not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it a fact that during the 
last 4 years the Sessions Judge has made scathing criticisms against 
the police officers in several cases and as a result of which a depart- 
mental enquiry was held into the police administration ? 

The Hon’ble . Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There may have been 
some enquiries made by the Deputy Inspector-General. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Was Mr. Gordon the Deputy 
Inspector-General ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask far notice. 

Boat disaster between the mainland of Noakhali and the islands ot 
8&ndwip and Hatiya. 

*186. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In view of the frequent bQ&t 

disasters and consequent heavy toll of human lives occurring in the 
country boat ferry service between the mainland of Noakhali and the 
islands of Sandwip and Hatiya, and in view of the fact that the finances 
of the Noakhali District Board do not allow them to maintain a regfular 
steamer service between the places, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communication and Works Department consider the desirability 
of establishing a Government steamer service at the cost of Government 
or with such financial assistance as the District Board and the Khas 
Mahal Department of Government which owns a very large interest in 
these islands may be prepared to contribute towards the maintenance 
of steamer service between Noakhali and the islands. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The matter is receiving my close attention. 


Boat disaster in Meghana. 

*187. Mr, HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department been drawn to the letter addressed to the Editor of the 
Ananda Bazar Patrika by Babu Nabin Chandra Das, b.l., of Hatiya, 
and published on page 15 of the issue of the daily Ananda Bazar 
Patrika , of Bhadra, 4, Friday, Calcutta, under the caption c * 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to ascertain how many similar incidents of boat 
disasters occurred up to date commencing from the year 1926? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
•deaths of passengers tiavelling in boats plying between Hatiya-Sandwip 
inlands and the mainland consequent thereon, during the period? 

(d) Will the Government consider it desirable to take steps for 
the purpose of averting such disasters and arrange steamer service 
between Hatiya, Sandwip and the mainland in consultation with the 
District Board of Noakhali? 
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The Hmt’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) I am aware of the sad disaster. 

(b) Nine. 

(c) 183. ' 

(d) Yes. 


Boat disaster in Noakhali. 

*188. Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state whether lie has got the information of a 
serious boat disaster resulting in the death of 200 human souls and IT 
beasts that took place on the 2nd August, 1937, in the district of Noa- 
khali and published in daily Azad at page 3, dated the 20th Smban , 
1344 B.S.? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government have taken for it 
up till now? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) I am aware of the sad disaster. Eleven persons are known to have 
lost their lives, but the actual death roll may be somewhat larger. 

(b) The question of opening a launch or steamer service is under 
consideration. 

Enhancement of rent under the Bengal Tenancy Act In the Khas Mahal 
area, Midnapore. 

*189. Babu NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether there has been any enhancement of rent under section 104 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act after the Revisional settlement operations in 
the Khas Mahal areas of the Midnapore district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table the rates of increment per rupee 
in different Khas Mahal areas of the district? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total amount 
of annual increment and as well as the total amount of annual rent 
previous to the above settlement operations in the above area? 

^ (d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased in view of his assurance on the floor of tKe 
Assembly of stopping further increment of rent for the present to 
annul the enhancement and give relief ? 
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The Hoft’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) Tee. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Library table. . a 

( c ) The total annual demand previous to tbe settlement was 
Rs. 6,08,464-12. The annual increase due to the settlement is 
Rs. 84,576-11. 

(d) If the Bengal Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill introduced by 
Government is passed into law there will be no question of enhancement 
of rent in the near future. 

As to annulment of enhancements already secured, no action is 
proposed. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that this enhancement will take 
effect from this year? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I believe that 
some of them will. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government 
can take any action in the matter even if the Bengal Tenancy Act be 
passed when the zemindary concerned is a Khas Mahal zemindary? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That matter has 
not been considered yet. Government is looking forward to the 
passing of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this enhancement will be suspended till an 
uniform rate of rent has been fixed after a proper enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
taking power under the Bill to suspend future enhancements. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the reply just 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under what clause 
Government are taking this power of suspending all enhancements in 
Khas Mahals ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I think Clause 
19. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W r ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of < 
suspending this particular enhancement in view of the declaration of 
policy made by the Chief Minister during the Budget discussion? 
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The Ht#bJ* Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: It applies to all 
enhancem<wjfcs.. , 


Detenu Profulla Kumar Doubey. 

*190. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware — 

(i) that a young man named Profulla Kumar Doubey, son t>f' 
Sj. Gour Charan Doubey, has been detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in his father’s house 
in a village called Gopiballavpur in the subdivision of 
Jhargram, district Midnapore, for the last four years or so; 

(it) that his father has disinherited his detenu son of all his 
patrimony by a registered deed in favour of his eldest son ; 
and 

(Hi) that the said detenu Prafulla Kumar Doubey has petitioned 
the Government several times to grant him a subsistence 
allowance but in vain? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
depriving the detenu of any allowance for the whole period of his long 
detention ? 

(c) Is the Government contemplating to release him without any 
more delay? 

( d ) Is the Government contemplating now to grant him a subsis- 
tence allowance for the period of detention already undergone as well 
as during his further detention if so decided? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) He has been 
interned under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act. 

(ii) I have no information. 

* (Hi) A petition was received by the District Magistrate in 1935 
and another in July, 1937. 

( b ) He has been living with his father who has sufficient means 
to support him. 

(c) His case is under review along with the cases of some others. 

(d) No. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the father turned out the son 
thrice? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: No, Sir, I am not aware 

of it. 


Excise Sub- Inspectors. 

*191. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chaise of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(?) how many Excise Sub-Inspectors have been recruited in August 
last; 

(ii) how many of them are Muslims; and 

(Hi) whether any new appointments are to be made shortly? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many new appointments are to be made ; and 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans proposed to be appointed? 

MINIS1ER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat); (a) (i) 16. 

(ii) 6. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' to 
state why even after repeated announcements made on the floor of the 
House that the proportion of the appointment would be taken into 
consideration, so few Muhammadans were appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, these 
appointments were made in August. 

Public Prosecutor Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sharfuddin Ahmed. 

*192. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
state whether the detailed report referred to in the reply to clause (6) 
of the starred question No. 106 put by me on the 4th December, 1936, 
regarding the removal of Public Prosecutor Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Sharfuddin Ahmed, b.l., from his office of the Public Prosecutor, has 
been received by the Government? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the contents of the said report; if not, why 
not? 
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■ , (c) Is it a fact that the report contained most serious and damaging 
statements against the said Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sharfuddin Ahmed 
in his official capacity as the Chairman of the District Board, Mymen- 
singh ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any action lias been taken against 
him on the strength of the statements contained in that report? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
willing to take necessary action for his prosecution now? 

(/) Is it a fact that the said Khan Bahadur was subsequently com- 
pelled by Government to resign both his Public Prosecutorship and 
Chairmanship with a view to hush up the matter and save him from 
prosecution ? 


The Hon’ble Newab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

(&) and ( c ) The report is confidential. 

(d) Does not arise in view of answer to (c). 

No action was taken against the Khan Bahadur, 

(< e ) Does not arise. 

(/) He resigned the Public Prosecutorship of his own accord. He 
did not resign nor was he compelled to resign the Chairmanship of the 
Mymensingh District Board. 

Names and location of sugar mills in Bengal. 

*193. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to inform the names and location of sugar mills that are now 
running in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the approximate 
area of land in each district of Bengal under sugarcane cultivation? 

(c) Is it a fact that the mill-owners in various places force the cane- 
growers to undersell their canes, for which they are to sell at any 
price? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering it desirable to take any 
steps, if any, to ensure fixity of price of cane for protecting agriculturists 
from exploitation by mill-owners. 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) A statement is placed on the table. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: No, Sir, I am not aware 

of it. 


Excise Sub- Inspectors. 

*191. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chaise of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(?) how many Excise Sub-Inspectors have been recruited in August 
last; 

(ii) how many of them are Muslims; and 

(Hi) whether any new appointments are to be made shortly? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many new appointments are to be made ; and 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans proposed to be appointed? 

MINIS1ER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat); (a) (i) 16. 

(ii) 6. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' to 
state why even after repeated announcements made on the floor of the 
House that the proportion of the appointment would be taken into 
consideration, so few Muhammadans were appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, these 
appointments were made in August. 

Public Prosecutor Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sharfuddin Ahmed. 

*192. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
state whether the detailed report referred to in the reply to clause (6) 
of the starred question No. 106 put by me on the 4th December, 1936, 
regarding the removal of Public Prosecutor Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Sharfuddin Ahmed, b.l., from his office of the Public Prosecutor, has 
been received by the Government? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the contents of the said report; if not, why 
not? 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to jBtate whether after receiving notice of this question any 
enquiry was made by the department concerned from actual sugarcane 
growers to ascertain the actual state of things? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already said that I have no information. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: In view of the fact that in certain 
districts, where sugarcane is grown, the price of sugarcane varies 
from three annas to two annas and a half, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of fixing a minimum price for sugarcane? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
enquire whether round about Beldanga where sugar mill is situated, 
sugarcane growers are forced to undersell their sugarcane? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall have an enquiry made into the matter. 

Internment order on Satish Chandra Samanta of Midnapore. 

*184. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(a) Satish Chandra Samanta was a student of the 2nd year of 

Philadelphia Homeo College in Calcutta and Assistant Secre- 
tary in the Election Committee of Tamluk subdivision ; 

(b) he was a polling agent of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik and 

Babu Pramatha Nath Bose, candidates for the Bengal 
Legislative Council; 

(c) he was taken into custody by the District Intelligence Branch 

Sub-Inspector on the 24th January, 1937, last, after search^ 
ing Tamluk Election Office along with some books and letters 
relating to election; 

( d ) he was taken to Midnapore on the 25th January, 1937, and 

brought back to Tamluk on the 27th January, 1937, for join- 
ing in the counting of votes and taken to Midnapore on the 
28th and was kept in police custody till the 10th February, 
1937; 


33 
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(e) on the 10th February, 1937, Order No. 385/37 was issued under 

section 11 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
Act, 1932, and under rule 16 of the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Rules, 1934 (confinement during sunset 
and sunrise at his father’s house and attendance at Mahi- 
sadal police-station on Tuesday and Saturday at noon) ; 

(f) a case Emperor vs. Satish Chandra Samanta was instituted 

under section 186, Indian Penal Code, on the 22nd February, 
1937; 

(g) the Hon’ble High Court gave order in favour of quashing the 

proceedings on the reference made by the learned Sessions 
Judge, Midnapore; and 

(h) the Government is going to withdraw the internment order 

which is nothing but harassment for participation in the 
election F 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) The office where he used to lodge was searched ; he was not taken 
ito custody. 

( d ) He went to Midnapore to answer certain questions in connection 
ith his terrorist activities, and went back to Tamluk for election pur- 
oses. He returned to Midnapore of his own free will and stayed there 
11 the 10th February. He was not taken into police custody at any 
age. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, at the instance of the Presiding Officer of the polling station. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) No order was passed for the purpose of harassing the man for 
irticipating in the election. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply to (d), 
ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to throw some light as to whether 
ie gentleman in question went to Midnapore of his free will or he was 
impelled to go there according to the orders of the Intelligence 
ranch officer and was compelled to stay in the house of the Intelli- 
mce Branch officer ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
i add. 
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Persons arrested in the Garbeta Conspiracy case in the Midnapore 
district. 

•1«i. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of persons arrested in connection with the Garbeta 
Conspiracy case in the Midnapore district; 

(it) the number of persons so arrested sent up for trial by the Special 
Magistrate ; 

(Hi) the number of persons convicted by the said Magistrate along 
with their respective periods of conviction ; 

( iv ) the number of acquittals by the Hon’ble High Cburt sitting in the 
Full Bench ; and 

(v) the amount of expenses incurred by the Government in connec- 
tion with this case? 


(6) Is it a fact that all the persons acquitted by the Full Bench have 
been interned? 

(c) Is it a fact that they are not given any allowance? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the judgment of the Hon’ble High Court sitting in Full Bench ? 

(e) In view of the judgment of the Hon’ble High Cburt, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to remove — 

(i) either the restrictions imposed on the acquitted persons ; or 
(it) to give each of them requisite amount of allowances? 


( f ) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have taken or are contemplating to take any actions against the 
officers responsible for this case. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja dir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) 24. 

(it) Four in the original case and 2 in the supplementary. 

(Hi) In the original case 3 persons were each sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment for 5 years. In the supplementary case one person was 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 7 years and one to rigorous impri- 
sonment for 6 years. 

(iv) Thfee persons. 

(r) The information is not readily available. 
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(6) Two have been interned under the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act. The third was sentenced to imprisonment by 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate for illegal" possession of arms. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) I suggest that the hon’ble member should apply to the High Court 
for a copy. 

(e) No; but in pursuance of the general policy of relaxation of 
restrictive orders in the district, the question of modification or with- 
drawal of the restrictions on these persons is under examination. 

(f) No. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the evidence that was available against 
these persons were placed before both in the Lower Court and the 
High Court ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Has the Hon’ble Minister any 
reason to think that the whole evidence was not placed before the 
Courts. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am positive that they 
must have been placed before the Courts. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister of opinion 
that the High Court was entirely in the wrong in acquitting these 
accused persons? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that the 
question does not arise. It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bg 
pleased to state on what additional evidence these persons were 
interned ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be that after 
the evidence that was placed before the High Court some additional 
evidence came into the possession of Government. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state definitely whether there was any additional evidence 
subsequent to the acquittal of the accused by the High Court? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 1 
cannot state off-hand as these things happened long ago. *"It may be 
that there was evidence in the possession of Government which they 
.might not have been in a position to place before the High Court. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hobble Minister going 
to retract the statement he made that the whole evidence was placed 
before the High Court ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I first asked for 
notice and then what I said was based on presumption. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does not the Hon’ble 
Minister agree that the question itself was a sufficient notice for infor- 
mation on all cognate matters ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The evidence may not 
justify conviction but may justify detention. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action was taken against the police concerned 
who arrested 1 24 persons out of whom only 6 were found guilty? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No action. 

Amount in deposit in the Colleotorate in eaoh district on account of 

landlords’ fees. 

*196. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) the amount in deposit in the Collectorate in each district on 
account of landlords’ fees paid under the Bengal Tenancy 
A.ct on the 31st. March, 1937 ; and 

(it) the amount of such landlords’ fees made over to each district 
board during the years 1935-36 to 1936-37? 

- The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement 
is laid on the Library table. 

Rent of the Western Duars Khas Mahal in Jalpaiguri during Milligan’s 

Settlement 

*197. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) The total rent of the Western Duars Khas Mahal in the district 
of Jalpaiguri during Milligan’s settlement of 1915-16; and 
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\b) the enhancement by the settlement which took effect from 
1935-36 and what has been the percentage of enhancement with reference 
to Milligan’s settlement? 

(c) Is it a fact that the tenants could not pay the previous rents on 
account of the abnormal fall in the prices of paddy and jute which are 
the principal crops in the Duars? 

(, d ) Is it a fact that there were a large number of certificate cases 
and the holdings of many jotedars were sold? 

(e) What is the percentage of collection of rent in the years 1928-29 
to 1932-33? 

(/) Is it a fact that the local authorities gave an assurance to the 
jotedars that the enhancement would be kept in abeyance till substantial 
rise in the price of the staple food crops ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the successive Deputy Commissioners of Jalpai- 
guri submitted reports about the wisdom of such enhancement? 

(/?,) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House his views? 

(?) Is it a fact that rents are being realised at enhanced rate from 
1935-36? 

(j) Is it a fact that assessment was increased in an indirect way by 
promoting the classes of lands to their next higher class? 

(k) Is it a fact that in more than 60 per cent, of cases there have 
been such promotions in the last settlement with reference to Milligan’s 
settlement ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there were 
innumerable representations, petitions and memorials before the Settle- 
ment Officer and other authorities protesting against enhancement on 
the ground that the land could not bear even the present rent which 
was assessed during times of prosperity and also against promotions of 
lands on the ground that such promotions were not justified by facts? 

(???) Is it a fact that in respect of several jotes mainly on account 
of such promotions the rent has been doubled and sometimes trebled? 

(n) Is it a fact that the Khas Mahal Department spends any money 
for improvement of the lands by irrigation or otherwise? 

(o) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to examine the 
situation and the land revenue system by forming a joint committee 
of officials and non-officials ? 

(p) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to keep in abey- 
ance the realisation *of rent at the enhanced rate till the report of such 
committee or till substantial increase in prices of food crops and jute? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) 

Rs. 6,33,428-6-9. 

(b) Its. 2,69,380-4-3 or 43*49 per cent, of the old rents. This heavy 
rise was very largely due to considerable extension of cultivation. 
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(c) No. The incidence Of rent per acre was, and still is, very low 
in this area (Rs. 1-6-5). Collections, however, were affected by the 
fall in the price of paddy and jute. 

(d) In 1935-36 though 1,299 certificates were filed, only 85 jotes 
were sold while in the year following the number of institutions was 
2,725 and jotes sold 145. 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) and (g) No. 

( h ) Does not arise. 

{ i ) Yes. 

(;) No. The assessment was made on the basis of actual condition 
and state of fertility of lands. This entailed some change in the pre- 
vious classification. 

(k) No statistics are available which would indicate this. 

(/) A large number of petitions, memorials and representations were 
received. 

(w) No exact statistics are available, but the suggestion is believed 
to be incorrect. 

(?i) The Khas Mahal Department annually spend a considerable 
amount in the general improvement of the area as also on communica- 
tions. 

(o) No. 

(v) No. There has been a substantial rise in the price of food crops 
and jute during the past two years. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (e) of starred question No. 197. 



On total 
demand. 

On current 
demand. 

1928-29 

9395 

101-6 

1929-30 

87-08 

92-2 

1930-31 

6422 

72-8 

1931-32 

40-60 

57*8 

1932-33 

3711 

68-7 

i KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: 

• be pleased to state whether 6,33,428 is 

Will the Hon’ble 
the amount for cur- 


rent, demand for the year 1914-15 immediately preceding the year 
when the enhancement took effect ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Very likely, but 
I ask for notice. 
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Doctors in the Bengal Medical Service in 1934. 

*198. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health ancl Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether any doctors were appointed 
temporarily in the Bengal Medical Service in the year 1934 ? 

(b) If so, what are their names? 

(c) On what date or dates, they were appointed on probation? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
vacancies occurred in the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) in the years 
1934, 1935 and 1936 ? If so, how many ? 

(e) Were these vacancies filled up as they occurred or were they 
all filled up on a particular date? 

(/) If these vacancies weie not filled up as they occurred, what was 
the reason therefor? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
doctors were appointed temporarily in the above service in the year 
1935? 

(h) If so, how many? 

(i) When were they appointed on probation ? 

(;) Is it a fact that they were appointed on probation on the same 
day on which the doctors temporarily appointed in 1934 were also 
appointed on probation? 

(k) If so, why were the doctors appointed in 1934 kept on a tem- 
porary basis for 2 years, whereas the doctors appointed in 1935 were 
kept on a temporary basis for one year only ? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hort’ble Mauilvi Syed Nausher 
All): (a) Yes. 

(6) A statement giving the names is laid on the table. 

(c) The first seven were appointed on probation on the 9th April, 
1936. The eighth officer, viz., Dr. B. P. Neogi, was discharged from 
service. 

( d ) Twenty-nine vacancies occurred during these years. 

( e ) and (/) Some of the vacancies were absorbed against certain 
posts abolished in the Medical College Hospitals. As regards the 
others, appointments were made by Government on the advice of the 
Bengal Selection Board, and since the inauguration of the Eeforms 
they have to be filled on the advice of the Public Service Commission. 
As the process of advertisement and selection takes time, the vacancies 
could not be filled up as soon as they occurred. 
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(g) Yes. 

(h) Nine. 

(t) Three were appointed on probation on the 9th April, 1936. 
The other six are still continuing in a temporary capacity. 

(;') Yes. Three doctors who were recruited on a temporary basis 
in 1935 were appointed on probation on the 9th April, 1936, to the 
permanent posts. Seven doctors who were recruited temporarily in 
1934 were also appointed on probation on the 9th April, 1936, to 
permanent posts. 

( k ) Officers remain on a temporary basis until absorbed in per- 
manent posts or discharged as unsuitable. As no recruitment to per- 
manent vacancies was made after 1934 till April, 1936, officers appointed 
in 1934 had to remain on the temporary list till then. As the number 
of permanent posts falling vacant in 1936 was larger than could be 
filled with the temporary officers of 1934 the remaining permanent 
vacancies had to be filled by appointing probationers from the officers 
recruited in 1935. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) of starred question 

No . 198 , showing names of officers temporarily recruited into the 

Bengal Medical Service (Upper) in 1934. 

1. Dr. Chuni Lai Mukherjee. 

2. Dr. Kumud Nath Sen. 

3. Dr. Rohini Ranjan Barua. 

4. Dr. Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 

5. Dr. Ansaruddin Chowdhury. 

6. Dr. Sudhendu Kumar Roy. 

7. Dr. Somesh Chandra Ghosh. 

8. Dr. Birendra Prosad Neogi. 

Police assault on several workers of Angus Mill. 

*199 to 201. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN, Mr. BANKIM MUKHERJI 
amt Mf. RADHANATH DAB: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) De partment be pleased to state whether — 

(i) the police assaulted several workers for refusing to join work 
in Angus Mill; 

(it) the police forcibly entered the quarters of the workers of Angus 
Mill apd forced the occupants to resume work; 

(in) the police used such violence on women workers also; 
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(iv) the Gourhati Branch of Bengal Chatkal Mazdur Union has been 

put under lock and key by the police; 

( v ) the police assaulted Bikhari Mia and < 0 ther house-owners for 

giving shelter to those workers who were recently extemed 
from Hooghly district, but who returned to Hooghly after 
that order was cancelled ; and 

(vi) the police have made it impossible by section 144, Criminal 

Procedure Code, to hold any meeting there to protest against 
such oppression ? 

( b ) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
remove the grievances of the workers? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to investigate into 
and remedy such grievances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) to (iv) No. 

(v) No. The houses of Bikhari Mia and other owners were searched 
for absconders in connection with a rioting case of Bhadreswar police- 
station. No one was assaulted by the police. 

(vi) An order under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, prohibit- 
ing assemblies of five or more persons within the jurisdiction of 
Bhadreswar police-station, was passed by the District Magistrate on the 
24th July, 1937, and is still in force. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

i;r. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to 
answer (r), was any such absconder discovered in the house of 
Bikhari Mia? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: In view of the serious allegations in 
questions (i) to (iv), will the Hon’ble Minister make any enquiry 
apart from the ordinary departmental enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it 
necessary. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI : Does the Hon’ble Minister agree that prohibit- 
ing meetings in labour areas affects the rights of workers and thereby 
the right of association granted under the Trade Union Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is an argument 

and' not a question asking for information. 
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Inspectors, Auditors and Irrigation Supervisors. 

'202. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of (/) Inspectors, (ii) Auditors, (Hi) Irrigation 

Supervisors employed in this department; and 

(b) how many of them are (1) Muslims, (2) Hindus, (3) scheduled 

castes, (4) Christians, and (5) others? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): A staiement is placed on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No. 202 
regarding number of Inspectors , Auditors and, Irrigation Super- 
visors. 



Muslims. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Chris- 

tians. 

Others. 

Total. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Inspectors 

35 

45 

2 

Nil 

2 

84 

Auditors 

102 

127 

10 

Nil 

2 

241 

Irrigation Super- 
visors. 

2 

TT 

*8 

Nil 

Nil 

10 


*No separate figures for Caste-Hindus and Scheduled Caste Irrigation Supervisors are 
immediately available. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR. Were not more scheduled 
caste candidates available so far as the appointment of inspectors was 
concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Perhaps Gov- 
ernment found that there were no suitable candidates. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to 
Unstarred Question No. 216, I submit that I tabled this question 
intending it, firstly, to be a Starred Question and secondly, I intended 
it for the Hon’ble Chief Minister to answer because it is a matter in 
which the Chief Minister was personally concerned. I find that this 
has been placed in‘ the list of Unstarred Questions. My submission is 
that it should be taken as a Starred Question, 


J 
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, Mr. 8PE AKERi I will make an enquiry into the matter. Even if 
it was a Starred Question it does not matter, because you can put 
supplementary questions on it if you like. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My other point is that 

1 intended it for the Chief Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid you cannot put one question to two 
Ministers. If you want the Chief Minister to answer, you should 
directly address him to that effect. However, I will make an enquiry 
into that matter also. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS ' ; 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Process-servers in Rangpur. 

190. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHAj (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department he 
pleased to state whether — 

( i ) 90 temporary process-servers in the Rangpur district were 

discharged in 1928; 

(ii) 15 more permanent process-servers were discharged in 1929; 

(Hi) in his order of discharge the Secretary to the Judicial Depart- 
ment assured the discharged men that during fresh appoint- 
ments their cases would be considered first of all others ; and 

(iv) the District Judge of Rangpur in his order No. 2790, dated the 
28th August, 1929, assured the discharged men that he 
would comply with the order of the Secretary? 

( b ) Is it not a fact that 44 process-servers were appointed between 
dates — 13th October, 1936, and 30th July, 1937? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) out of 44 appointments how many from discharged men ; 

(ii) Muhammadans; and 
(Hi) Scheduled castes? 

(d) Is it not a fact that out of 44 only 12 were Muhammadans and 

2 from scheduled castes? 

(e) Is it a fact that only 9 peons are tit & bqria' fide inhabitants of 
the district of Rangpur and the rest from Outside districts? 

..(/) Is it a fact that some of them are 12 or 13 years of age and 
some are above 50 years of age and some are illiterate? 
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(, g ) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of making 
an enquiry by some European officer? 

(h) Looking to the backwardness of the local people, do not the 
Government think it desirable to appoint a service committee mainly 
composed of bona fide inhabitants of the district? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) The question does not arise as there were no such class as 
temporary process-servers in this district in 1928. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) No such order appears to have been passed by the Secretary, 

Judicial Department. But their cases w r ere considered and up to date 
as many as 7 out of discharged permanent process-servers have been 
appointed and the cases of 3 others -who had applied were rejected on 
ground of inefficiency; of the remaining 5, no trace could be found, 
but there is information that 3 were provided elsewhere and that one 
is dead. 

(iv) The District Judge, on the representation of 4 out of the above 
discharged process-servers ordered that they shall have preferential 
claims over others in cases of vacancy; of those 4, one has been appointed 
and traces of others cannot be had. 

(b) Only 20 process-servers were appointed during this period and 
not 44. 

(c) ( i ) Out of 20 process-servers who were appointed, 4 persons were 
from discharged (permanent) process-servers. 

(ii) 5 Muhammadans. 

(Hi) 4 persons of scheduled caste. 

(d) No. 

(e) Without a thorough enquiry into each of these 20 cases which 
will require time and examination of service rolls which are not readily 
available it is not possible to state how many of them are bona fide 
inhabitants of the district and how many belong to other districts. 

• (/) Certainly not. All of them are literate and some of them are 
Matrics. 

(g) and ( h ) No. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: With regard to answer (e), is it not 
a fact that service rolls remain in the custody of the District Judge to 
which he can read&y /efer in order to obtain that information ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The answer is quite clear and I do not think you can dispute the accu- 
racy of the answer. 
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Success of Unemployment Relief Scheme. 

191. Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: <«) Is the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Departmen 
aware — 

( i ) that a report was published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of, th 

13th October, 1934, about the success of Unemploymen 
Relief Scheme; and 

(ii) that similar report about the success of the scheme was pub 

lished frofh the Government Publication Department? 

(b) Has the report published in the Ananda Bazar Patiika of th< 
26th July, 1937, been brought to the notice of the Government? 

(c) Js it a fact that most of the youths trained under the sai< 
scheme have been totally unsuccessful in their industrial business? 

(d) Is it a fact that most of the trained youths who have been showi 
in the Government report as carrying on independent industrial businesi 
according to the Government scheme, have been found to be stil 
unemployed or employed in some other general business after thei] 
failure in industrial business? 

( e ) Is it a fact that contrary to the Government report, there is m 
existence at all of most of the workshops or industrial business centre? 
in their proper sites? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware — 

(i) that it appeared in the Government report that Sj. Prem Haris 
Singh of Chapra (Nadia) opened an umbrella workshop al 
Chapra after his training in that industry under the said 
scheme ; 

(ii) that he has no workshop at Chapra at present; 

(in) that he has failed in his business and opened a tailoring shop 
at village Ratanpur in the district of Nadia; and 

(iv) that he received no training in tailoring under the said scheme? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware — 

(/) that Sj. Saroj Kumar Molla of Chapra in the district of^Nadia 
has been reported in the Government report as carrying on 
independent business in umbrella manufacture at Chapra 
after his training from the Government Industrial Scheme; 

(ii) that he has no independ' mt business at present; and 

(Hi) that he is a teacher in umbrella manufacture and a motor 
driver as well in the Chapra Mission School on a monthly 
pay of Rs, 7 for each post? 
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(h) Is it a fact that Sri jute Sailendra Nath Bhattacharyya and 
Saroj Das described in the Government report as employees in charge 
of “Brass and Bell-metal Section’' of the Chapra Mission School are 
no longer employed in that industry? 

(i) Is it a fact that the former has managed to secure one job in 
the Kanchrapara Loco Department shed No. 4 and the latter is still 
unemployed ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes ; on. the basis of letters received from the students themselves. 

(b) Yes, 

( c ) No. 

(d) No ; those who could not procure capital have secured employe 
ment requiring skill and experience acquired as a result of their training 
in the Unemployment Relief Scheme. 

( e ) No*; the location of some of the factories has changed. 

(f) (*) Yes. 

(/?’) I have no information. 

(Hi) No; having failed to secure the necessary capital for umbrella 
making he took to tailoring which requires very little capital. 

(iv) He received thorough training in the basic principles of tailor- 
ing, viz., pattern making, cutting, sewing, etc., while undergoing 
training in umbrella making which requires thorough knowledge of 
tailoring. 

iff) (?) Yes. 

(??) and (lii) As a teacher in charge of umbrella making ho was 
deputed by the Chapra Mission School to learn the art of umbrella 
making; umbrella making as an industry on a small scale is being 
carried on by the Mission and the products are being marketed locally 
and through the Good Companions of Calcutta. I have no information 
that he is a motor driver or what pay he is drawing. 

( h ) and (i) Sailendra Nath Bhattacharyya and Saroj Das were- 
deputed for training by the Chapra Mission; a foundry section was 
started and they were in charge. Later Sailendra, who received train- 
ing in foundry, secured a job carrying higher salary in the Foundry 
Department Of the Loco Workshop and is therefore employed in the 
industry in which he has been trained. 

I have no information about Saroj Das. 

* ' v-» 

Mr. P. BA.NERJ1: With reference to answer ( e ), in how many 
cases have such changes taken place ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Da^oa: 

I want notice. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: With regard to answer (6), 
have the Government made any enquiries as to the correctness or other- 
wise of the report published in the “Ananda Bazar Patrika ,, of the 25th * 
July, 1937? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacc«: 

No enquiries are held on the basis of a newspaper report. - * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I admit that this question should have been put in 
consonance with the Parliamentary practice followed in the House: 

I am sorry to find that as we had to send without examination/ 360 
questions en masse, we had no time to see whether all of them were 
in order. But once they have been admitted by me, *1 thinlc the 
question should be answered, though I must make it clear that this 
will not be treated as a precedent. 

r ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government did not think it necessary to start an enquiry on newspaper 
report. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to answer ( e ), can the Hon’ble 
Minister give an idea of the location of such changes of sites of 
factories ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Recommendations of the Muslim Education Advisory Committee. 

192. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased «to 
state whether any action has been taken on the recommendations of the 
Muslim Education Advisory Committee appointed in 1931? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? « 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
effect to the recommendations of the said committee in toto ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes, on some of the 
recommendations. The remaining recommendations are still under con- 
sideration. 

* (b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Maulvi&BDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Can the Hon’ble Minister give an 
approxininH date when Government will come to a decision to give 
effect t* tfce_ remaining recommendations P 

•if 


The H^fble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have come to 
a decision to give effect to the recommendations. They are being 
separately considered. Some of these recommendations will take a 
long time to consider and it is not possible for me to give a definite 
date by which we can give effect to all the recommendations. 


Creating a subdivision at Bajitpur, Mymensingh. 

199. Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the 
amount of cost incurred by the Government for the project of creating a 
subdivision at Bajitpur within the district of Mymensingh? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that successive Collectors of the 
district have recommended for creating a subdivision at Bajitpur? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to create a subdivision there in 
near future? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Rs. 1,57,094. 

( b ) and ( c ) No. 


Appointments in the clerical staff, Khulna Collectorates. 

194. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of appointments in the clerical staff in the Khulna 
Collectorate made in the last financial year; 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans so appointed; and 
(in) the total number of clerks — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muhammadans, 

in the Khulna Collectorate now ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he pro- 
poses to place the Muhammadans on equal footing with the Hindus in the 
matter of appointments? 

34 
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Th. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAO 8INCN ROY: (a) A statement is 
placed on the Library table. 

3 , 4 $ t 

(b) No, as no minimum per cent, is fixed for Hindus. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: What is the percentage of Muslim, clerks 
in the Khulna Collectorate ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Complaints regarding the Damodar Canal rates. 

195. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether complaints have been received 
by Government regarding the Damodar canal rates? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether any enquiry has been made regarding 
those complaints ? If so, the number of cases enquired into and the 
result of those enquiries? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and (b) The member is referred to the replies to an unstarred question 
by Maharajkumar Uday Chand Mahtab on the same subject at this 
meeting. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the cases in which no remission was granted? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY V of Kasimbazar: 

Remissions were granted in cases where there was a defective supply 
of water and for other similar reasons resulting in the failure of crop. 
I do not think we have any power to reduce the rate which was approved 
by this House. 

196. Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware of complaints from the public regarding the Damodar 
canal rates ? 

(6) Has any inquiry been made regarding those complaints? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many cases have been inquired into and 
what is the result of those inquiries ? 
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The HoN’We Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and ( b ) Yee. % 

(c) 1,736 cases were instituted. Full and partial remissions have 
been allowed by the Collector in 36 and 47 per cent, of the cases, res- 
pectively. No remission was granted in 10 per cent, of the cases. The 
remaining cases were instituted under a misapprehension, as the plots in 
respect of which remission was claimed had not been assessed at all. 

Debt Conciliation Boards. 

197. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Debt Conciliation Boards that have been formed 

in the Presidency of Bengal; and 

(ii) what is the duration of time that Government require to set 

up Conciliation Boards all over Bengal? 

( b ) Is it a fact that in the absence of any board in the locality, 
the zemindars and the mahajans there are hurrying up to collect all 
their arrears by any means whatsoever in order to escape from the 
operation of the Relief Act? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the steps proposed to be taken to save the 
poor tenants and debtors in those localities? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Conciliation Boards established in the district 
of Bogra; and 

(it) the number of them that are given special powers? 

(e) Is it a fact that only one Special Board has been set up in the 
district of Bogra? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Special Board is formed with Subdivisional 
Officer and two other Honorary Magistrates only ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to take in any 
representative of the agriculturists on this Special Board? 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the formation of more 
Special Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) ( i ) 2,185. 

(u) It is impossible to forecast; Debt Settlement Boards are estab- 
lished as and when recommendations are received from local officers 
who are guided by local conditions. 
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(i b ) I am informed that this happened in one or two areas whei 
the Act was first introduced last Autumn, but in districts where th< 
Act has only been recently introduced no such activity was observe< 
in the period immediately prior to the introduction of the Act. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) ( i ) 125. 

(ii) There is one Special Board empowered with all special power 
except under section 22, and 36 Ordinary Boards have been invests 
with powers under sub-section ( 2 ) of section 9. 

( e ) Yes. 

(/) No. 

( g ) There is no reason to suppose that members of the Specia 
Board will not look to the interests of the agriculturists. 

(h) Yes, if the local authorities desire and recommend. 


Humber of clerks, process-servers and night guards appointed by th 
District Judge of Faridpur for the years 1936 and 1937 up to th 
15th August. 

198. Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be please 
to state separately for the years 1936 and 1937 (up to the 15th Augusi 
1937), the number of — 

( i ) clerks; 

(ii) process-servers; and 
(Hi) night guards; 

appointed by the District Judge of Faridpur? 

(6) How many of these were Muslims? 

(c) In case an adequate number of Muslims were not appointei 
what were the reasons for the same? What steps, if any, does tl 
Government intend to take in the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether thei 
is any circular laying down the minimum proportion of Muslim cand 
dates to be appointed for such posts ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadu 

(a) and (b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Does not arise. 30 Muhammadans were appointed out of 81 

( d ) There is a circular for clerical appointments only — No. 198* 
1987 A.D., dated the 28th October, 1925. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred question 

No. 198. 


(<*)(*) 

(*») 

(»»») 


1936. 1937. 

. . Nil . . (Up to 15th August, 1937) 

5 (temporary). 

. . 17 fiom office establishment 9 from office establishment. 

35 from outsiders . . 1 from outsiders. 

. . 11 from outsiders . . 2 from outsiders. 


(ft) of (a) (i) .. 2 

(«>(*) •• 23 
(a) (in) . . 5 


Mr. YU8UF ALI GHOUDHURY: Does the Government intend to 
revise the circular? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


Upper Subordinates and Sub-overseers in the Irrigation and 
Public Works Department. 

199. Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of Upper Subordinates in the Irrigation and 

Public Works Departments; 

(ii) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadans, 

and (3) of other nationalities; 

(Hi) the total number of Sub-Overseers in the Irrigation and 
Public Works Departments separately ; 

(iv) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadans, 

and (3) of other nationalities; 

( v ) the total number of persons recruited to each of services men- 

tioned above since January, 1932; and 

(vi) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadans, 

and (3) of other nationalities? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS GHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 199 , regardin 
appointments, etc., in Upper Subordinate Service", Subordinate Engines i 
ing Service and Lower Subordinate Establishment in the Department c 
Communication and Works ( 1 ) Irrigation Branch and (2) Communication 
and Buildings Branch. 


( 1 ) 



Perma- 

nent. 

Tempo- 

rary. 

Total. 

Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 

Other 

nation- 

alities. 

Total. 

♦Upper Subordinate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

♦Overseers (Sub- 

ordinate Engineer- 
ing Service). 

70 

26 

96 

87 

9 

Nil 

96 

♦Lower Subordinates 
(old sub -overseers). 

12 

Nil 

12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Recruitment of over- 
seers in the Sub- 
ordinate Engineer- 
ing Service from 
1st January, 1932, 
up to date. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Nil 

3 


( 2 ) 


♦Upper Subordinates 

2 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

♦Overseers (Sub- 

ordinate Engineer- 
ing Service). 

93 

19 

112 

82 

30 

Nil 

112 

♦Lower Subordinates 
(old Sub-over- 

seers). 

10 

8 

18 

17 

1 

Nil 

18 

♦Recruitment in the 
Upper Subordi- 
nate Service from 
1st January, 1932, 
to Itlth August, 
1937. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Recruitment of 

Overseers in the 
Subordinate En- 
gineering Service 
from 1st January, 

1 932, to 1 9th Aug- 
ust, 1937. 

19 

14 

33 

18 

15 

Nil 

33 


♦With effect from the 1st February, 1920, the Bengal Engineering Service and the 
Subordinate Engineering Service (Overseers) were formed to replace the Upper 
Subordinate and the Lower Subordinate (Sub-overseers) Services respectively. 
Many Upper Subordinates and Lower Subordinates were absorbed in the two new 
services and the posts held by the remaining members are being abolished as they 
retire. Recruitment to the old services ceased with effect from the formation of the 
new services to which only recruitments are since being made. 
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Matdvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is the Government going to fix 
the proportion of Ifuslim appointments in order to increase the number 
of Muslim officers in the department P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is a request for action. 

8oheme for constructing sluice gates in the river “Chiknal” and 
“Badai Jola” in Pabna. 

200. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any scheme before the Government for 
constructing sluice gates in the river “Chiknai” and “Badai Jola” in 
the district of Pabna for regulating water course to Bara Bil and Bil 
Gandahasti, respectively ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, are proposed to be taken to save 
crops of thousands of acres of lands from damage and often total destruc- 
tion, by early flood in the aforesaid bils? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when would Government consider the desira- 
bility of giving effect to the schemes ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY of Kasimbazar: 

(a) No. 

(b) An enquiry will be made. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Was there any previous enquiry regarding 
the badai jola before it was dropped? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I think so. 


River Karatoya. 

201. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware that — 

( i ) the economic prosperity of North Bengal and particularly of 

Bogra is very largely dependent upon the rive^ Karatoya; 

(ii) the present condition of the river is such that it is endangering 

the health and prosperity of the localities served by it; and 
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(tit) there is a strong public feeling that the resuscitation of the 
river be immediately undertaken in order to save Bogra and 
other neighbouring districts from the fate which is threatened 
by the present moribund condition of the river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 6RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

(i) and (ii) The river Karatoya is in a decadent condition and this is 
injurious to the health and prosperity of the tract through which it 
flows. 

(Hi) Yes. A sum of Rs. 34,000 has been allotted to the District 
Board of Bogra as Government contribution for the work of resuscitat- 
ing the lower reaches of the river by means of a cut from the Katakhali 
Jchal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: When does Government propose 
io take up the work? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

This is a work which will be undertaken by the District Board. 


Copyists of the Registration Department. 

202. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that copyists of 
the Registration Department are overworked and compelled to copy 
4,200 words and compare 8,400 words in a day to the detriment to their 
health and to the interest of the public as the copyists have to hurry 
up without caring for quality of work, which causes great inconveni- 
ence to the public when taking certified copies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Complaints that the copyists 
of the Registration Department are overworked, have been received 
from some districts. 

Government propose to examine the question from all points of view 
and take such action as may be considered necessary. 


Court-guardian9 appointed in Mymensingh during the years 1935*36 

and 1936-37. 

203. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state separately — 

(a) the number of court-guardians appointed during the years 
(i) 1935-36 and (ii) 1936-37 in the different munsifs’ courts 
in the district of Mymensingh ; and 
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(b) the number of court-guardianships given to Muhammadan 
pleaders in those years by the respective munsifs’ courts of 
that district in those years. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: What is the reason to cut down to a great 
extent the number of court-guardianships given to Muhammadan 
pleaders of Jamalpur? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You better put the question to your munsiff. 


Sugar factories in Bengal with cane consuming capacities. 

204. Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CROWDHURY : (a) Will the 

Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether sugarcane is grown in abundance in the districts of 
Bajshahi Division; 

(u) the number of sugar factories with their respective cane con- 

suming capacities; 

(Hi) whether there is a sugar factory at Setahgauj in the district 
of Dinajpur; 

(iv) whether the price offered for sugarcane by the abovemeutioned 
factory has come down from 6 annas to 4 annas in course 
of the last three years of its industrial life; 

(v) whether it is a fact that a District Committee at Dinajpur 

fixed, by convention, the price at 4 annas 6 pies per mnund 
of sugarcane for the season 1936-37 ; 

(vi) whether it is a fact that the mill authorities of Setabganj 

lowered down the price to 4 annas in total disregard of the 
convention during the latter part of the aforesaid season; 
and 

(vii) the percentage of purchase from outside Dinajpur district to 

the total purchase of sugarcane made by the Setabganj 
Sugar Mills Limited during the season 1936-37? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government considers the early necessity of fixing 
the minimum price for sugarcane in Bengal; 
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(ii) whether the agriculturists have to give 1£ seers in excess 
for each maund of sugarcane to the millowners of Setab- 
ganj Sugar Mills at the time of sale and that no price is 
paid for this excess quantity ; and 

(in) whether the Government are prepared to take early steps to 
stop such acts of exploitation? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) A statement is placed on the table. 

(in) Yes. 

(iv) Yes, due to increase in duty on sugar. 

(r) The reference to “District Committee” is not understood. 

There is a Cane Growing and Sugar Manufacturer’s Association at 

Din a j pur but they did not fix any price. 

(vi) Does not arise. 

(vii) 16 -9 per cent. 


{b) (i) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (b) 
of unstarred question No. 7 at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly held on the 21st August last. 

(ii) Yes, as a set-oft against drvage and inferior and diseased canes 
supplied by the growers. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (ii) of unstarred, question No. 
204, showing the names and locations of sugar factories in Bengal with 
can: -consuming capacities. 

I —Factories under vacuum pan system. 

Cane-consu ming 
capacity. 

Tons. 


1. Raj laxmi Sugar Mills, Maitrabagan, Basirhat, 24- 



Parganas 

50 

2. 

Sri Radha Krishna Sugar Mills, Beldanga, Mur- 



shidabad 

600 

3. 

Deshbandhu Sugar Mills, Charsindur, Dacca 

150 

4. 

East Bengal Sugar Mills, Kaliganj, Dacca 

150 

5. 

North Bengal Sugar Mills, Gopalpur, Rajshahi . . 

1,000 

6. 

Setabganj Sugar Mills, Setabganj, Dinajpur 

400 

7. 

Baikunthapur Sugar Mills, Shikar pur, Jalpaiguri 

100 
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II. — Factories under open pan system. 


Cane-consuming 

capacity. 


Tons. 


1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

9 . 


Jhargram Sugar Mills, Midnapore 

. . Not known. 

Kusthia Sugar Mills, Nadia 
Kotchandpur Sugar Mills, Jessore, 

•• 

Do. 

No. I 



Kotchandpur Sugar Works, Jessore, j 

No. II .. .. J 

►Not under 
Factories 
Act. 

Do. 

Lakshmi Sugar Mills, Rajshahi 


Do. 

Biral Sugar Mills, Dinajpur 


Do. 

Birampur Sugar Mills, Dinajpur 


Do. 

Hossainabad Sugar Mills, Jaipaiguri . . 


Do. 

Malda Co-op3rative Sugar Mills, Malda 


Do. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (b) 
( i ). is it within the scope of the Jute Committee to fix a minimum price 
of sugarcane as well as of jute? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We are awaiting the report of the Central Jute Committee and or 
that Government will take action. 


Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY: With reference to answer 
(«> ('*), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware 
that over and above the 1 and 1J seers in excess known as valta deduc- 
tion is made against dryage and diseased cases? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

[ am not aware of it, but if it is brought to my notice, I will make the 
necessary inquiries. 


Percentage off Muhammadans in tho Upper Division Clorioal Service 
in the Collecterates. 

205. Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
n charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to place on the table 
i statement showing for the offices under the Magistrate and Collector 
►f each district — 

(i) total strength of Upper Division permanent clerks; 

(it) total number of them that are Mussalmans; 

(Hi) total sanctioned strength of Lower Division permanent clerks; 

(iv) total number of them that are Mussalmans; 
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( v ) total number of temporary posts (Upper and Lower Division); 

( vi ) total number of them that are Mussulmans; 

(mi) total number of vacancies in each division of clerical poste 
referred in (?), (Hi) and (v) during the last 5 years; and 

(viii) the number of Mussulmans appointed in such vacancies? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the paucity of Muhammadans 
in the Upper Division clerical service in the Collectorates as repre- 
sented by various district associations to His Excellency? 

(c) What steps have been or are being taken to improve matters? 

(d) Is the Hon ’bio Minister considering the desirability of filling 
up all future vacancies in the Upper Division clerical service in the 
Collectorates f ill the percentage of Muhammadans in that class of 
service is reached ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The informa- 
tion is not readily available. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) To facilitate the appointment of Muhammadans in the Upper 
Division Muhammadans of better qualifications are now being recruited 
in tho Lower Division. It is expected that this will increase the 
number of Muhammadans in the Lower Division who are fit for pro- 
motion, and that the percentage of Muhammadans in the Upper 
Division will gradually increase. 

(d) No. Such action would not be fair to meritorious Lower 
Division clerks of other communities and would lead to inefficiency 
in the district offices. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: In view of the paucity of Muhammadans 
in the Upper Division in the Collectorates, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is prepared to issue instructions to District 
Officers to fill future vacancies in Upper Division by promoting Lower 
Division assistants as far as possible without seriously affecting the 
efficiency of the District Offices? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Promotions are 
granted purely on merit and not on communal basis. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I draw your attention to the 
clock, Sir? It is just an hour since the questions started. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you draw my attention to the clock, I am help- 
less. In view, however, of the fact that my attention has been* drawn, 

I am afraid that we can no longer go on with the questions, and the 
rest of the questions must wait till to-morrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker will now present his 
supplementary estimates. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND FOR GRANT. 
Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for 1937-38. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir I beg to present 
Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for 1937-38. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I submit that at this stage a supplementary estimate of expenditure 
cannot be submitted under section 81 of the Government of India Act. 
Section 81 of that Act says: “If in respect of any financial year further 
expenditure from the revenues of the province becomes necessary over 
and above the expenditure theretofore authorized for that year,” and 
so on. The estimate that is presented says that this expenditure under 
“25 — General Administration” “is on account of the cost, over and 
above what was provided for in the budget , that will be involved in the 
event of these measures being passed into law,” viz., the Bengal 
Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937, the Bengal Legislative Chambers 
(President’s and Speaker’s Salaries) Bill, 1937, and the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937. But, Sir, 
all these Bills have not yet been passed, so far as my information goes, 
by the Upper House, and therefore proposals for such expenditure 
cannot come up now. Were it proper to bring forward these proposals 
for expenditure now, then these proposals could as well have been 
brought forward in connexion wuth the main budget. In order words, 
if it is meant that these proposals could not have been brought forward 
before because of the fact that these Bills were not passed at that time, 
then I submit that these proposals cannot be brought forward even 
now when these three Bills have not yet been passed into law. The 
expenditure, I submit, Sir, has not yet become necessary in that view ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Hon’ble the Finance Minister please 
answer? ' *. 

^ The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, at the time when the 
budget was presented, Government could not very well foresee what 
the expenditure would be. I submit that supplementary estimates 
could always be introduced in anticipation that it was to be incurred. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: But not this kind of 
expenditure. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not necessary to have an elaborate discussion. 
It would be quite enough if we were to look to section 81 itself. In 
section 81 the language is “becomes necessary”. If it is the contention 
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that that expenditure has become necessary, then a supplementary 
denied comes m. But in case of an expenditure already incurred, — 
that does not become a supplementary demand* but an excess expendi- 
ture, and Government will have to put in a motion for an excess 
demand but not a supplementary demand. A supplementary demand 
is always in the nature of an anticipation of what is likely to be. 
And if these Bills are not passed, even then Government anticipating 
that certain expenditure may be necessary may bring forward a demand 
for supplementary grant. Of course, it is for the House to decide 
whether they will accept it or not, but, as I read the section, I interpret 
the words “becomes necessary” as one which might be anticipated to 
be necessary, no matter whether that expenditure is actually incurred 
or not. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, my next submission 
would be that if anticipatory demands could be made on these lines, 
then they should have been made in the budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree that it is in the nature of an antici- 
patory demand, but that does not rule out the making of a supple- 
mentary demand. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: It is irregular, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, admitting your contention to be correct, at 
the worst it may be irregular that a demand should be taken twice by 
the House, but I cannot rule the motion out on the ground of mere 
anticipation. So, I think it is not out of order. In any case, the 
utmost inconvenience would only be that the time of the House would 
be taken up twice. * 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: On a point of ordei, Sir, 
that here every demand for a supplementary grant is a sort of con- 
tingency, and, therefore, if these demands have got to be. passed — and 
of course I do not want to make a political speech, although I think 
it is open to me to make a political speech — as I am on ft point of** 
order these contingent demands have no right to a hearing in this House 
and to a wastage of the time of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is for the House to decide — to hear or not to 
hear. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Supposing th<TTJpper 
House alters the Bills and increases for instance the Members’ emolu- 
ments, then, will there bfc a further supplementary demand in ik » 
'tnnezion ? 
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Dr. NACftMK8HA SANYAL: As a matter of fact, one of the 
Bills has beenf modified by *the Upper House. . ~ * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say that the question 'hi budget is merely 
giving an- authority to Government for expenditure up to the amount 
budgeted for, and supposing that in the midst of a year Government 
pass a Bill withdrawing certain statutory commitments — that does not 
mean that Government cannot put the amount in the budget. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Before you give a ruling on this 
point, Sir, ’ may I submit that the difference between this House hnd 
the British Parliament lies in the fact that*in Parliament there are two 
stages — passing of the budget and an appropriation Bill. But, here, 
unfortunately passing of the budget amounts to appropriation itself. 
Therefore, Sir, I submit that we should proceed with greater caution, 
and section 81 has therefore provided that until and unless an expendi- 
ture has been actually incurred, there can be no further demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The distinction between a supplementary demand 
and an excess demand will be found in section 122 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders. In the case of an excess grant the money has been 
spent, and a supplementary demand arises when the money becomes 
necessary, and, now, as I was saying, whether money is necessary or 
not, the statutory authority is absolutely immaterial for my purpose 
in order to admit it. It is for the House to decide whether the money 
should be sanctioned or not, and if the House thinks that a certain Bill 
has' not been gone through, it is open to it to reject it. It will also be 
open to Government to bring forward a supplementary demand. This 
demand has been brought forward to-day and the House is voting upon 
that. The Hous^ has the authority to decide whether demand should be 
granted or not. The sanction of the House as a check upon whether 
money should be spent or not is irrespective of the consideration as to 
whether there is any legislative enactment for the purpose or not, and 
for my purpose, even if Government had not mentioned that something 
has been parsed and something is lying with the Upper House, it would 
be within the tights of the Assembly to agree or disagree to it. I hold, 
therefore, that Mr. Sarker’s motion is in order. 

Ruling of Mr. 8peaker as to how far an Amendment is within the scope 

of the Bill. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Then, Sir, we are asked 
1° vote^an contingencies. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, a large part of the budget deals with such 
co Ot|)igencies after all. At this stage I may say that my attention was 
drawn on Tuesday last by Mr. Curtis Millar and by other members as 
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regards the scope of the Bill. I wo^ld like to ask whether it would not „ 
be de&irable to have a uniform procedure in this matter. If so, I would 
like to state before the House the reasons which will guide me in 
admitting an amendment, so that the members can decide accordingly. 

On Tuesday last when the Bengal Tenancy Bill was under consideration, 
a question was raised as to whether certain amendments were within 
the scope of the Bill and I promised to give my decision to-day, I 
have since then looked into the matter, as far as it was humanly possible 
to do so within the short time. 

The question as to whether an amendment is within the scope of the 
Bill is not altogether free from difficulty and the matter is rather 
intricate and complex. No handy reference is easily available and one 
has to look up for practice and precedents to the numerous volumes of 
reports of paliamentary and legislative proceedings both in India and 
in England. It should also be realised that we are still so early in the 
life of the newly constituted Legislative Assembly. And experience 
that we shall gradually gather will be our best guidance foj the future. 

‘ I do not therefore propose to do anything more than indicate the broad 
outline of the principles for our present purposes. 

Under Standing Rule 44(7), an amendment must be relevant to and 
within the scope of the question to which it is proposed. Now 
“relevancy” is of much wider connotation than “scope” and what is 
relevant may not be within the scope. Both these tests must be satis- 
fied before an amendment is in order. 

Broadly speaking all amendments are out of order if they are not 
relevant to the Bill. A Bill which is limited in aim, scope and object 
cannot by means of amendments create any more extensions of rights 
beyond the principles and the provisions of the Bill. Neither is it 
open to insert new principles beyond those which a Bill seeks to ^ffirm 
or enact. An amendment which cannot be properly proposed to a clause 
of a Bill and not relevant to it having regard to its subject-matter and 
context is irrelevant to the clause itself, though it may be possible to 
have this amendment as a new clause, if within the scope pi the Bill. 

The scope of a Bill has to be determined with reference to its 
preamble and its aims and objects and with due regard to citations atfd J 
provisions in the Bill itself. It is in consideration of tfcy$se three 
together, but not taking any one in isolation, that an amendment 
relating to the scope of a Bill has to be scrutinised. 

In this connection I shall draw the attention of the House to the 
difference in practice as to the nature of the preamble and lo&g title in 
the House of Commons and in India. To-day in* England tlfi govern- 
ing part of the preamble ]ias been practically deleted, .whereas in India 
the object of the Bill still finds a place in the preamble. In Englai^the 
general framework is “to be enacted by ” without any specification 
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el i&^object, whereas in India the preamble is ‘‘Whereas it is 
expedient that such and such a thing should be done, it is hereby 
Enacted” and this difference must be of some constitutional healing on 
the question of discussion. * 

If a Bill has an “open” preamble, i.e ., if it amends the Act without 
any reservation (e.g., whereas it is expedient to amend Act) amend- 

ment to all the sections of the Act will be generally within the scope 
of 'the Bill. It would throw the whole law into the crucible, expose to 
amendment, not merely the particular provisions which the introducer 
of the Bill desires to alter but all other provisions of the law which 
appear to be in any way open to criticism. On the other hand, if a Bill 
hag a “closed preamble”, viz., the Bill seeks to amend only certain 
sections of an Act or an Act in any particular manner (e.y., whereas it 

jis expedient to amend Act, in the manner hereinafter appearing) 

amendments to other sections of the Act, due regard being paid to the 
preamble, the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the citations of the 
Bill be out order. Amendments in furtherance of the objects of the 
Bill should be within the scope, and all foreign matters will be out of 
order. The tests I would apply in deciding the amendments with 
reference to the scope of a Bill are — 


Whether a secure peg can be found in the Bill as originally 
introduced on which to hang the amendment. Whether the case for 
the amendment, viz., the argumentative justification for it depend' 
substantially on the provisions of the Bill as introduced as does cohere 
with the rest of the Bill. On the other hand, these tests should not be 
so rigid narrow as to deny the House the opportunity of giving a 
workmanlike design to the scheme of the Bill as introduced. 


It is obvious that amendments are never intended to be a substitute 
for new legislation and they cannot be so, for it will otherwise deprive 
the members the right to give their thought, consideration and time to 
their provisions, which they would be - entitled to do if they were in the 
form of a Bill, The members get much more time to propose change in 
a Bill. JTiey can consider upon the substantive provisions of a Bill as 
wither public opinion is to be consulted or not, whether it requires 
Inference to, a Select Committee. A Bill may receive altered character 
and de^$n after circulation. In the Select Committee it may receive 
a n<& $ape and form within the scope of its principles. Members are 
also normally entitled to longer notice for a Bill than for amendments, 
**while amendments give much less scope to the members in their task 
of Critical analysis. 


The p£esj|jjt ‘Bill can be divided in three parts, (1) the repealing 
^provisions, (2) the modifying provisions and (3) the new inserting 
PJ 0T1 si°ns. There are certain other provisions merely of consequential 
character and it not necessary to enumerate them. 


35 
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It is a common ground as brought out on the floor of this House 
that this Bill does not aim at giving any more right to the under- 
raiyats^s. such, beyond giving occupancy under-raiyats the same righl* 
of transfer' as occupancy raiyats. Any incidence of the under-raiyat, 
any incorporation of new rights for under-raiyats as such and not of 
under-raiyat wuth occupany-rights would thus be obviously out of order. 
Again if in an Act, different subjects are classified under different 
chapters, and a section dealing with one class of subjects is sought to be 
* amended by the Bill, amendments extending the scope of , the section 
and affecting the classes other than those mentioned in that chapter 
.should be out of order. For example, in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
' different chapters are devoted to different classes of raiyats, namely, 
Occupancy raiyats (Chapter V), Non-occupany raiyats (Chapter VI), 
and under-raiyats (Chapter VII). The Bill seeks to amend sections in 
Chapter V. Any amendment which would affect any other class of 
raiyats, such as under-raiyats, not included under Chapter V, would be 
outside the scope of the Bill. Again due regard must be^paid-to the 
Statement of Objects and Eeasons. For instance, if it is said that the 
purpose of the Bill is to allow structures to be built solely for the 
religious purposes, any amendment which would allow structures to be 
built for any purpose not solely religious would be held to be out of 
order. 

This brings us to the question as to how a section which is touched 
by the Bill is open to amendment. Eveiy such question ha*' to be 
decided on its own merits. If the Bill seeks to change the proviso of a 
section, to give a new character to the section, the whole section may be 
©pen to amendment, as a change in substance in proviso may change the 
whole design of the section. But if it is merely to improve the drafting 
or to make the intention more clear, amendments of a drafting nature 
which may further improve the language of that section may be 
admitted but amendments which change the substance are otPt of order. 
To give a concrete instance, it is proposed to substitute the word 
“raiyat” by the word “Landlord” in section 48E, obviously to m^g the 
real sense and import of the word clear. This is a pure draftin^matter 
and any other change of substance will be out of place. 

The general principle is that amendments must be relevant to the 
question upon which they are moved. It follows from the natuie ^ an 
amendment, that its contents ought to have some bearing upon subject 
introduced by the principal motion ; further, every amendment must be*, 
drawn up so as to leave the question, if altered in accordance tjfleretocijb, 
in an intelligible form. The requirement of relevancy §xtends to #n 
insistence upon each amendment being related to the pedicular t&ap&e 
in connection with which it is moved . All amendments must also be 
relevant to the scope of the question. This is, however, subject to thjs 
that anything Which is of a consequential nature dr^toythinff which^is 
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necessary to make a clause a workmanlike job, comes within the scope 
of the question and is relevant to it but such relevancy must mean that 
it bears some relationship to the question which is specifically put 
before the House. 

The fundamental principle, almost interwoven everywhere with the 
basic framework of any constitution is that the law-making power of 
the Legislature has always to be exercised with due caution and 
scrutiny and legislation always involves a lengthy process of procedure. 
For a legislature is the highest expression of the will of the sovereign ; 
it can overthrow even the fundamental principles and in every country 
continually infringes on the rights of the citizens as embodied in the 
existing laws of the land. Once a Bill is, therefore, in a particular 
form before the Legislature, it is a salutary principle that there is no 
intention to make any alteration in the laws beyond what it explicitly 
declares, either in express terms or by clear implication. In other 
words, a Bill must for’ the time stand by its immediate scope and 
object and all other matters outside these limits much remain undis- 
turbed until fresh proposals are brought up in the form of a new Bill. 
A Bill has, therefore, to be kept within limits of its scope of its 
objects and reasons and must not disturb the oilier existing laws 
beyond what its scope requires. Any departure from this principle 
may throw the entire body of laws into sudden jeopardy and there will 
hardly be any line of demarcation between the legislative expression 
in a parliamentary democracy and (he arbitrary will of a tyrannical 
sovereign. 

It is not necessary for me at this stage to say anything more than 
indicating the general principles which I wish to follow in connection 
with this Bill in admitting the amendments. The specific items will 
be dealt with at the proper places and I shall be very glad to hear if 
the members concerned have anything to say with respect to their 
motions at the appropriate time and place. 

M?« SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Having regard to the clear and 
explici£%ay in which you have dealt with this subject may I suggest 
jn all humility that copies of your ruling be circulated to all the 
members. 

. V( 

■ ' v " 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. I propose to have it printed. 

vMaufvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, you promised to give a ruling as 
to* hjw private Bills ought to be circulated. May we have your 
decision on Aat point ? 

Mr. fePEAKfcRI Not now, it will be done in proper time. 
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Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: You deserve the thanks not 
only of myself but of the House for having prepared that long essay 
which you have read out to us. As my friend Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu has told us, it would be a great kindness if we could have copies 
of that essay. Many questions have been raised there and although 
I sympathise with you, Mr. Speaker, in your effort to make parlia- 
mentary history, there are certain confusions which very humbly and 
very respectfully I cannot help pointing out. You have spoken of a 
sovereign legislature. This is not a sovereign legislature, it is a 
creature of statute. Then with regard to the analogy between the 
JJxruite of Commons and the procedure in this House we have to be 
ve?y chary and careful. In small matters it does not matter. When 
my learned friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal raises a question on a point 
it does not probably affect the course of legislation. But when you 
are trying to fix the course of legislation it would perhaps be meet and 
proper with due regard to your office and the austerity of your position 
I suggest that you take the House into confidence. 

As regards the amendments, I heard with astonishment some of the 
things you said with regard to the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Bill — perhaps I was wrong 

Mr. SPEAKER: I said that these were the principles which I wish 
to follow, and that I would hear the members on the amendments on 
those matters. I think it would be better if you discussed' those 
matters at the time when a concrete amendment was under discussion. 
As 1 said, it was only an enunciation regarding the general principle 
that T was going to follow. I would give full consideration to any 
concrete case in the appropriate time. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: 1 know your desire to be 
impartial. One of the things I state openly in this House is that you 
are an impartial Chair in this House. That question does not arise. 
But on a particular question raised in that very long statement I think 
there is room for difference of opinion and you have collated certain 
things from certain rules and procedure in England and in the # House 
of Commons 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have made a distinction between England and 
India. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI : It should be made clearer in 
this House and before passing it as your ruling I think you ought ”*to 
give us an opportunity of saying what we have got to say on v the 
point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you raise the point in proper time, I shall 
consider. * * 
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Khan Bahadur MAHTABUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on a point of 
order. After the House has given its verdict for the abolition of the 
laftdlord’s fee of 20 per cent., is the amendment of Mr. Md. Abdul 
Jabbar Palwan in order? It wants to put in what has already been 
deleted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you had better mention this point when 
that amendment oomes up. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: One question of order' 
is still outstanding and we expect that you would give your ruling on 
that point : it is about repealing and reinstatement clauses — I mean 
the new amendment that Sir Bijoy has proposed. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean the pre-emption clause? If that 
be so, I have considered it very carefully and I think that Sir Bijoy’s 
amendment is in order. A section that deletes a pre-emption again 
deals wiih pre-emption and that pre-emption may be in favour of a 
certain class of persons. But the substantive clause gives the same 
right of pre-emption to another section of people. It does not go 
beyo.$Sl&e intention of the section. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: You will find in May’s 
book, at page 405 that an amendment the object of which is the 
continuance and the extension of a clause to the repeal of which a Bill 
is limited is out of order. 

I submit that this is a continuance and extension of the original 
clause for pre-emption, therefore it is out of order. My point is that 
in the original Bill it is proposed to delete 26F altogether. Now it is 
proposed to insert 26F with an extension that is a pre-emption in 
favour of co-tenants. I submit that after proposing the deletion or 
omission of clause 26F it is not open to the Hon’ble Minister now to 
propose another clause granting the very right of pre-emption to certain 
other persons : that will not be in order, because that will be inserting}* 
a new clause in place of the clause which it is proposed to delete 
altogether. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I may make it clear. If Government want in a 
particular Bill to delete a clause, it is open to any member to move a 
substantive clause in place of it. The right of the Homo is to the 
entire seizin of that ‘section. It is open to the House to say how it 
will exercise that right — by total abolition of that right, or modifica- 
tion of that righ^fe or substitution of that right. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: My submission is that 
Sir Bijoy cannot introduce that clause. That will not be in consonance 
with the statement of Object and Reasons of the Bill. " 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an entirely different matter. I can’t say 
lie cannot. As a matter of fact it is an amendment of Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas to which Sir Bijoy suggests some drafting changes and 
the member has accepted it. It is a general convention in India that 
a member can move an amendment to his own Bill, for example, in 
almost every Bill you will find that the member in charge moves an 
amendment of some of the clauses. That has been the practice and 1 
do not want to change that practice. It is a salutary practice. 

Kumar 8HIB 8EKHARE8WAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 
My submission is that it creates a new set of right in a new class of 
people. Again it is barred by section 299 of the Government of India 
Act. It involves a modification of right in land of a particular class of 
people. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The Governor in his discretion has given 
general sanction to all the amendments which I hold in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I submit 
that as it has devolved upon you to create new parliamentary practice 
and in view of the fact that in the House of Commons a controversial 
Bill is never sent to a Select Committee and as we have undertaken to 
proceed with this complicated Bill in this House, you will kindly be 
pleased to rule that we have consideration of this Bill made as in a 
Committee of the whole House so that as you have already admitted 
and allowed members may speak more than once if it is found neces- 
sary. If the Hon’ble Minister himself wants to bring any motion 
which may with little stretch of imagination be found contradictory, 
all that may be permissible if we meet in a committee of the whole 
House. So I submit that you may be pleased to follow the procedure 
as in the Committee of the whole House instead of the formal procedure 
of the House as we normally and ordinarily follow. 

At thi< stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

a 

( After adjournment .) 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Before I actually 
move the amendment' which is under discussion, may I at this stage, 
apropos of the general principle that has been enunciated by you with 
regard to amendments being in order or out of order, submit to you a 
list of amendments which, in my opinion, are out of order, for your 
consideration. 



1837.] GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will take them into consideration. 


1647 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the amend- 
ment No. 351 A was under discussion and on this amendment exception 
was taken to the words ‘ ‘except on the ground that the transferor had 
no transferable interest in the holding or portion or share thereof 
transferred”. May I suggest a slight verbal alteration which I hope 
will be acceptable to everybody? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please read the amendment as altered. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: “351A. I beg 
to move that in clause 4 in proposed sub-section ( 4 ) of section 2GC at 
the end the following be added, namely, and after receipt of the said 
notice, the landlord or landlord’s agent, as the case may be, shall not 
refuse to recognise the transferee as the tenant in respect of the hold- 
ing oi' portion or share thereof transferred nor omit to enter the 
transferee’s name in the landlord’s rent-roll, in place of the transferor 
or where only a share or a portion of his interest has been transferred 
along with the transferor. 

Provided that such recognition shall not operate as an admission of 
the amoiyit of rent or the area or any incident of such occupancy hold- 
ing' other than the existence of a right of occupancy therein or be 
deemed to constitute an express consent of the landlord to the division 
of the holding or to the distribution of the rent payable in respect 
thereof.” 

This is the modified form of the amendment. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANNERJEE: Sir, this is a very strange 
procedure. We have not got copies of the amendments moved by the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister and it is not fair on the part of any Govern- 
ment to ask legislators to accept amendments of which no notice Las 
been given. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I just beg to 
remind my hon’ble friend that notice of this amendment was circulated 
three days ago and I only now want to change one line which I think 
does not materially alter the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the original amendment of the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is concerned, it said that landlord shall 
recognize the transferee but in whose place it was not mentioned, 
therefore he would now add the phrase “in place of the transferee 
where only a share or portion of his inierest has been transferred along 
with the transferor”. This makes the meaning clear. He would 
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delete the words “except on the ground that the transferor had no 
transferable interest in the holding or portion or share thereof 
transferred”. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: May I submit, Sir, that three 
other words should be added “interest of the transferor is transferred”. 
Suppose there are two co-sharers; one transfers his holding and the 
other his share of the tenancy. So, what the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
wants is that if a share or portion of the transferor’s right or transferor’s 
holding is transferred, then along with the transfer or the interest of 
the transferor is transferred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not strictly the words in this case. 
Supposing the landlord has no other co-sharers in the land, by this you 
are forcing him to do it. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that for amend- 
ment No. 351 A moved lry Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill to 
clause 4 in proposed section 26C ( 4 ), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I object to 
this amendment being moved because it is outside the scope of section 
26C, as it says “after receipt of the said notice, the landlord or land- 
lord’s agent, as the case may be, shall recognise the transferee as the 
‘ separate tenant’ ”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why d'o you think that it is beyond scope of 
section 26? What is the object of section 26? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, section 26 
only suggests that the transferee’s name should be substituted in place 
of the name of the transferor, or if the transferee only parts with a 
portion of his holding, the transferor’s name should be added along 
with his name. But here the proposal is one for separation of the 
holding. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think it is in order. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: As I was saying, my amendment is 
to be substituted for the Hon’ble Minister’s amendment No. 351A, 
viz., to proposed clause 26C ( 4 ), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“and after receipt of the said notice, the landlord or landlord’s 
agent, as the case may be, shall recognise the transferee as the 
separate tenant in respect of the holding or portion or share thereof 
transferred and shall enter the transferee’s name in the landlord’s rent- 
roll : 
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Provided that such recognition shall not operate as an admission 
of the amount of rent or the area or any incident of such occupancy 
therein.” 

Sir, in moving this amendment, I beg to point out that what has 
been provided in the amendment of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister 
is that the transferee shall be joined with the transferor and' will be a 
joint tenant with him, and the difficulty of the transferee regarding 
the joint tenancy will remain and it so happens that when a transferor 
has failed to pay the arear rent, then for such default the entire hold- 
ing will be sold and the transferee in collaboration with the landlord 
may buy up the holding from the co-sharer tenants and in various ways 
put the co-tenant of the transferor into difficulties. So there should 
be a clear separation, so that the other co-tenants of the transferor 
may not be put in difficulty by the transferee, and with this object in 
view I move this amendment. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, I should like to 
point out that this amendment is beyond the scope of the Bill. With 
regard to the word “separate” which occurs in the third line of the 
amendment, I may point out that separation of tenancy is governed 
by section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act and unless you amend that 
section, you cannot adopt this amendment. It should involve an 
elaborate procedure of 'opening a separate account for the parties. So 
it is beyond the scope of this Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I may 
point out that it militates against section 146A; that is exactly what 
I thought when 1 raised 1 objection to his amendment. There is the 
principle of joint and several liability involved. 


Mr. SPEAKER: How does it militate against section 146AP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A separate 
tenancy means a separate holding — where as joint and several liability 
means a common holding. The mover speaks of a separate tenancy 
and without joint liability. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then your contention is that the word 
“separate” is objectionable. In view of what the Hon’ble Minister 
has said, it seems that the mover wants not only to introduce the 
word “separate” but his object of introducing the word “separate” 
is to create a separate liability and do away with the joint and separate 
liability under section 146 A. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: I do not want to do away with the 
liability but I want to do away with the mischief that may be done by 
the transferee. If, however, the Hon’ble Minister objects to the word 
“separate”, I would delete it. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: If you delete the word “separate,” then nothing 
remains in your amendment. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL B 18 WAS: There will be something in it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may therefore take it that Mr. Biswas moves 
his amendment, by the deletion of liis word “separate”. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: If the word “separate” is deleted, Sir, 
then the whole tiling goes altogether. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow members to change their mind 
so often. The mover had already agreed to the deletion of the word 
“separate” and he should stick to it. 

In view of the motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
the amendment of Mr. Manmatha Nath Ray (No. 3510) did not arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment which are now before the 
House are — 

Nos. 207-212, 351 A, 351AA, 99, 115-116, 152, 217-231. 

I shall now put these amendments to vote. 

I think I had better put the amendments of the Hon’ble Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy first, relating to the deletion of the notice 
fee, the prescribed cost and all necessary consequences, viz., Nos. 207 
to 212. 

The following motions were then put and agreed to : — 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY moved that in 
clause 4 in proposed section 260(7) in line 12 the words “and a land- 
lord’s notice fee of one rupee” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 260(7) in lines 14 and 15 the 
words ”and the prescribed cost of transmission of such notice fee 
to” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 260(2) in line 4 the words 
“notice fee” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 260(2) in line 4 the words “and 
transmission cost” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 260 (3) in line 10 the words 
“notice fee” be omitted. 

That in clause 4 in proposed section 260(2) in lines 10 and 11 the 
words “and transmission cost” be omitted. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to point out that the 
consequential steps should be taken and the transmission cost be 
omitted. 

•Then the following motion was put and agreed to: — 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY moved that in 
clause 4 in proposed sub-section ( 4 ) of section 26C at the end the 
following be added, namely : — 

“and after receipt of the said notice, the landlord or landlord’s 
agent, as the case may be, shall not refuse to recognise the transferee 
as the tenant in respect of the holding or portion or share thereof 
transferred nor omit to enter the transferee’s name in the landlord’s 
rent roll in place of the transferor, or where only a share or a portion 
of his interest has been transferred, along with the transferor: 

Provided that such recognition shall not operate as an admission of 
the amount of rent or the area or any incident of such occupancy 
holding other than the existence of a right of occupancy therein or be 
deemed to constitute an express consent of the landlord to the division 
of the holding or to the distribution of t lie rent payable in respect 
thereof. 

Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas’ amendment (No. 351 AA) did not arise. 

Nos. 115, lib, 119 and 217-231 also did not arise in view of the 
acceptance of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s amendments. 

The following motion was put and agreed to — 

That in clause 4 in the proposed new section 2GC(7), in line 10, 
in the place of the word “sold” the word “transferred” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Would you put 
clause 4 now or after clause 2GF is carried ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want to take it after clause 2GF. I have 
no objection. The only question that remains now is clause 2GF. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Before the Hon’ble Minister 
moves his motion, I desire to point out one thing. I moved my 
amendment No. 378 and in the course of the debate the Hon’ble 
Minister told you that he was prepared to accept my amendment. 
Later on when you put the amend'ment before the House you read 
out the amendment. In that written amendment before you, you 
will find that the word “lease” does not appear. But in the typed 
Amendment that has been circulated to us, I find that the word 
lease” appears. That means that the co-sharer tenant will not be 
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entitled to a transfer. The Hon’ble Minister accepted my amendment 
to delete the word “lease’ \ In the circumstances, can the Hon ’Lie 
Minister now move the amendment in its present form? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Besides \he 
word “lease”, I want to suggest certain other alterations in the draft 
amendment that I have circulated, i.c., new clause 5A which I propose 
to move. The changes that I propose in sub-clause (b) are a transfer 
h\ bequest, exchange, lease, partition or gift including helm hut- 
excluding hehorbilewaz for any pecuniary consideration. That remains 
but I add only this portion “other than in favour of the wife of the 
donor”. That is what 1 propose to add there and in (c) in accordance 
with the provisions of the Muhammadan law. The rest of the clause 
goes out. These are the changes that I suggest. I understand that 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan gave notice of an amendment on these 
lines. I discussed this matter with him as these things affect the 
Muhammadan community, 1 think thex should be given the option as 
to the form in which they would like to have the law amended and 
the House should accept the opinion of the community. 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, 
Sir. I submit that the clause is beyond the scope of the present 
Bill, as it is beyond the scope of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. 
Let me read the preamble of the Bengal Tenancy Act to which this 
amending Bill has been brought forward: An Act to amend and 
consolidate certain enactments relating to the law between the land- 
lord and tenant within the territories under the administration of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. It is a law between the landlord 
and the tenant but what the Hon’ble Minister proposes is a law 
between a tenant and a tenant. It is, therefore, beyond the scope of 
the present Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The only point which has been brought before 
me is that the scope of the Bengal Tenancy Act relates to a reciprocal 
relationship between the landlord 1 and the tenant ; I do not agree to 
that. When it says between the landlord and the tenant it wants to 
convey a meaning as between the landlord and the tenant, but it can 
be interpreted and rightly interpreted that it is not only a law between 
a landlord and a tenant but also a law between a tenant and a tenant. 
I do not want by this to do anything which might curtail the legiti- 
mate rights of landlord and of tenant. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Can the Hon’ble 
Minister quote any section of the Bengal Tenancy Act which deals 
with the relationship between a tenant and a tenant? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I think every 'member of this 
House will bear me out when I say that the Hon’ble Minister accepted 
my amendment subject to some verbal alterations. After the verbal 
alterations were made, you read out that amendment before the House 
and in that amendment there is no mention of the word “lease”. 
Now the Hon’ble Minister again amends that amendment and he is 
putting in the word “lease” and also other things but of this he has 
not sent us a copy. 


Mr< SPEAKER: 1 quite understand' the difficulty that is created 
by such sudden changes in the amendments, and I do not deny that by 
so doing we are sometimes bringing such a confusion among our- 
selves that it is difficult for members to know what amendments are 
before the House. For the time being I find that this amendment has 
been admitted and it is within the scope of the Bill. I do not wish 
this to be treated as an amendment of Mr. Suren di a Nath Biswas but 
as a new amendment by itself. The only thing is that the amendment 
of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas will remain and the Hon’ble Minister 
can move his amendment to the section itself. The only substantive 
change is the deletion of certain provision which is nothing but verbal 
and the inclusion of the words “other than in favour of the donor.” 
That is also one which is in keeping with the harmony of the section 
itself. If not, J would have ruled that out, but I find that quite a 
number of members have given notice to the same effect and I, there- 
fore, rule that it is in order. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM 1 : 1 wish* to say something on 
behalf of the opposition. (The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Hoi : Is that a point of order?) Yes, 1 do rise on a point of order 
and it is a very serious point of order which you cannot meet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Goswami, 1 am sorry I never found you 
to be so unparliamentary as you are to-day. 

Mr. TULS! CHANDRA GOSWAMI: 1 admit I have been un- 
parliamentary and I plead guilty to the charge and I am very sorry for 
it. It is a very serious matter and what I meant was that before I 
raised the point of order the Hon’ble Minister should have reserved 
his temper until he had heard from me. The point of order is this 
that verbal alterations have been suggested and the word “verbal” 
has been used both by you, Sir, and by other members, but a verbal 
alteration in a Bill is a very serious matter. After all, we are legis- 
lating here. At least we are pretending to legislate here and 
copies of amendments including those verbal amendments should be 
circulated to the House. May I not expect that ? 
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'V, Mr. APJEAKfcfl : I think it is a very legitimate point that ha 
raised and the only thing that I can say is to postpone it for th 
‘present and ask Secretary to circulate it. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up this clause I find that th 
Nationalist group as well as the European group have given notice c 
certain amendments proposing the deletion of this clause. I have ha 
an opportunity of looking into the Standing Orders and Buies and 
find under Standing Buies 41(2) and 44(2) an amendment cannot b 
moved which has the effect of a negative vote. The question befor 
the House will be that clause 3 stand's part of the Bill. If clause 
stands part of the Bill, then the motion that clause 3 be deleted ha 
merely the effect of a negative vote and as such the same purpose w r i] 
be served if clause 3 is put to vote. Members are entitled to do tha 
but so far as voting is concerned, I think it will quite do if thes 
deletion portions are put before the House with the substantive provi 
sions of the clauses. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKH ARES WAR ROY: it has been the practic 
always to allow this sort of amendment and it would lie rather a drasti 
change. Then there is no such question before the House. A Ministe 
does not move that a particular clause be taken into consideration 
The substantive clauses are never moved in the House. So there i 
no question of a negative vote. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: When a motion is that a parti 
cular clause be deleted, I submit that is a positive motion for the deletioi 
of a particular provision in the Bill itself. Several amendments are sen 
in for making substantive or verbal alterations so that if you put afte 
all those amendments the clause, as amended, to the vote of the Hous 
that would be a different thing from the deletion of the clause 
Deletion of a clause is a thing independent by itself and may not b 
the clause as ultimately put to the House. It is, therefore, necessar; 
that it should be admitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Millar, I want to know your views in th 
matter with reference to section 44 (2) of the Standing Orders, viz. 
that an amendment may not be moved which has merely the effect of ; 
negative vote. Now, when you give notice of a motion that clause < 
be deleted or omitted, does it not amount to a negative vote? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a motion to omit a clause give 
the House an opportunity to discuss the clause as it was originalb 
drafted, whereas if subsequent amendments are made, the House ma; 
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have no opportunity whatever to vote on the clause as ^rigiu^Hy* placed 
before it. Therefore, a mqgtion to omit a clause has a definite, ’positive/ 
content of meaning, and, I think, the House should be given an * 
opportunity of discussing the matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Though 1 do not agree that that follows strictly 
as a logical corollary to the relevant Standing Order, I do not want to 
change the convention hitherto followed all along, viz., that such 
amendments have been allowed in the past. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: That is the right course 
to follow, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will you, Sir, allow the 
motion that clause 3 be deleted to be considered at all ? Clause 5 deals 
with sections 2 (ID, 2GE, and 26F. The House has already voted for 
the repeal of sections 26D and 26E, and section 26F only remains. If 
clause 3 be deleted, what would be the effect ? Clause 3 says that 
sections 26H, 261, and 26J — these three sections — shall be repealed. 
That means that clause 3 says that sections 26A to 26G do remain. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I agree to your taking clause 3 first, 
but don’t you think that clause 3 should be taken up after section 26F 
has been disposed of? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: I submit, Sir, that 
before disposing of section 26F you cannot take up clause 3 at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, we proceed to clause 6. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I submit, Sir, you cannot do 
that. Clause 3 says that sections 26H, 261, and 26J be deleted, and 
clause 6 says that section 20G do remain. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What of that? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Because clause 6 says that 
section 26G be amended. But there is an amendment that section 26G 
of the Act be repealed. There is a substantive motion before the 
House, and there are good reasons for that motion. Now, before 
considering the amendment to section 26G, the House should consider 
whether section 26G should be deleted from the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to consider your point, to 
meet your objection, that the proper place for the deletion of section 
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260 is iffot in clause 3 %ut in* clause 6. If* other* words, where Gotern- 
iwnt pjjopose a substitution of section 26(5, ^*t is open to any member 
to give ndfcice for the deletion of section 26G under clause- 6, and if 
-.there is any such motion I am not going to treat it as under clause 3, 
•but under clause 6. 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. If you rule 

that section 2GG be repealed and if that motion be considered along 
with clause 6, then, of course, I have no objection. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Biswas, will you point out to me where section 
26G is proposed to be deleted under clause 3? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, that is proposed to be 
.done in amendment No. G8 of Mr. P. Banerji. That means that after 
section 26G all other sections be repealed. m 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the proper place is clause 6, and in view 
-of the amendment of Mr. P. Banerji. I will allow him to move ths 
deletion of clause 6. It is there in its proper place along with others, 
because that is a separate thing by itself. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then, Sir, I would submit that 
.amendment No. 68 be taken up first. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: But in connexion with 
.clause 6. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I do not mind in what con- 
nexion — with clause 6 or with clause 3 I am not concerned. But what 
1 submit is that the House should consider first of all whether section 
• 26G should be deleted or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will allow you to move it, but I will now take 
up clause 6. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: May we know, 
Sir, what is your ruling regarding the point which was referred to you 
by the Party leaders? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards that my decision is that the practice 
followed in the past will be followed in the present case also. 
Although that will not be quite strictly regular, yet in view of past 
•practice I do not want to change it. 



1937.] ; GOfiteNME&JjaiiL. 1657 

The Haa’ble Sir BIJdY-PRASAD 81NAH ROY: It may be un- - 

necessary. In view of ^oilr ruling, Government .da not qjffcose the 
moving of these amendments. As a matter of fact,’ Gov$i€inent want 
to give honourable members sufficient facilities to move their motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, your amendment re- 
garding “raiyats or under-raiyats” is beyond scope. Chapter V deale 
only with occupancy raiyats. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my amendment, No. 390, is 
purely a verbal amendment, and I think the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister will see the mistake in his own Bill. My drafting also, it 
seems to me, is not quite correct, and I have sent in a notice correct- 
ing my own amendment. In view of that, Sir, I do not move this 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 391 is beyond scope. It wants 
to delete occupancy raiyat and bring in under-raiyat. So, it cannot 
be moved. 

Amendment No. 392 is also beyond scope; so, it cannot be moved. 

Amendment No. 409 by Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen relates to section 
26F, and that has been disposed of. It was really in clause 5. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: May I suggest, Sir, that it is the 
same as No. 378? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I must again submit to you, 

Sir, that I am in a fix. With regard to my amendment, No. 410, I 

am going to move for the deletion of clause 6. That means that if the 

amendment is accepted, section 26G of the old Act will stand. But 

I want to submit 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will naturally come under clause 3. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: That is consequential. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I submit that the question of 
clause G does not come in at all in connexion w r ith the question of 
repealing section 26G. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to give you all facilities to 
discuss the motion that section 26G be repealed. I find that notice 
has been given by Mr. P. Banerji of an amendment which substan- 
tially is the same as yours. 

36 
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- Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDXUR.Yi No, Sir, there is a 
distinction between the two. If clause 6 be "deleted, then the effect of 
that will b v 6 that section 26G will remain; whereas in the other case 
section 26G will be deleted. That will be a separate motion altogether 
and on a different basis. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, one amendment says that clause (1 be deleted 
and the other says that section 2GG be deleted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that in view 
of these difficulties, both clauses 3 and 6 be taken into consideration 
by the House and discussed by the House as a committee of the whole 
House, so that after these discussions we may find out the general 
principles to which the whole House agrees and then find out how to 
draft the two respective clauses and then come to a decision ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards section 2GG, the whole matter is open 
to discussion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Bui there is one diffi- 
culty. If we allow T section 2GG as it stands to be discussed under 
clause 6, then Mr. Biswas might not have an opportunity later on to 
modify it if he desires under clause 3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why not? Certainly he will have full oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then you allow me to move 

amendments Nos. 3G3 and 410 together P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I know, 

Sir, which amendment is now being moved by Mr. Biswas P 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is moving amendments Nos. 3G3 and 410. No. 
410 filly comes in here. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. You allow 
me to move that section 26G be omitted and also that clause G be 
omitted, together. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, two amendments. I think there might be 
a little misunderstanding with regard to this matter, and I may as well 
explain it now. We are dealing in this section with section 26G. 
There are certain motions, one of which is amendment No. 363, and 
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one part of which is that. section 26G be repealed. So, it will probably 
be advantageous if it is discussed here, because here the member in 
charge of the Bill wants that section 26G be substituted by one thing. 
So, if any member wants to repeal section 2GG, that fitly comes in 
here, and I am allowing Mr. Biswas to move the motion at this stage. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : May I not, Sir, move my motion at this 
stage ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas is moving both the amendments, so 
it is no use your moving your amendment separately. You can take 
pari in the debate, of course. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause (J), for the word, the figure and letter “And 2GF”, the word, 
figures and letters “2GF and 2GG” be substituted. In anticipation, 
rather in apprehension of the House not accepting my this amendment, 
I further move that clause 6 be deleted. 

Sir, my reasons for moving that section 2GG be repealed are as 
follows: Firstly, section 26G provides that an occupancy raiyat shall 
not be entitled to effect a complete usufructuary mortgage beyond a 
period of 15 years, and that he shall not be entitled to create an ordinary 
usufructuary mortgage for any period. Sir, this section was intro- 
duced in 1928 only to safeguard the interests of the landlords in getting 
the landlord’s fee. There was an apprehension at the time that unless 
such a clause was introduced a raiyat, instead of making an absolute 
transfer to a third person and in order to avoid the payment of nazarana, 
i.c , the landlord’s fee, might enter into a usufructuary mortgage for 
a very long period with the prospective transferee, and thus defeat the 
purposes of section 2GF, and that is why section 26G was enacted. 
Now, Sir, as this House has decided that no landlord’s fee shall be 
payable to the landlord for any kind of transfer — not even a pie, 'the 
utility of section 2GG goes out. 

If after the abolition of the landlords’ fee, section 2GG be retained 
even in the amended form as proposed in the Bill, it will be some 
thing like an enactment between a raiyat and his creditor. The land- 
loid will not come into the picture at all. But it may be pointed out 
that sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act must bear some relation to 
the relationship between the landlord and the tenant. Such an enact- 
ment is, therefore, beyond the purview of the Tenancy Act. 

Secondly, Sir, this section 26G restricts the right of the raiyat to 
mortgage his land in hny way he likes. He is prohibited from entering 
into an ordinary usufructuary mortgage and as regards complete 
usufructuary mortgage he is not entitled to create it beyond 15 years. 
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I submit that when the absolute right of the raiyat to transfer his land 
is admitted, it is illogical to restrict his right of transfer in this way, 
Usufructuary morgages are created for the purpose of raising loan. II 
will be a great hardship and inequitious if the raiyat is restricted from 
raising loan in the way he thinks best. It seems that the Government 
is anxious to restrain tbe raiyat from incurring debts. This anxiety 
has no logic behind it. The Government is not going to advance money 
at the time of the raiyats’ need. Money-lenders also have no faith in 
the credit of the raiyat. What therefore can be the reasons for the 
raiyat to be restrained from raising loan by an usufructuary mortgage 
which is the simplest way for him for that purpose. A legislation 
which has no meaning nor logic behind it and which is not actually to 
the benefit of the raiyat himself should not, therefore, find plame in the 
statute of the land. I shall, therefore, ask the House to accept my 
motion that section 2GG be repealed. 

Then I move that clause (6') be deleted. Clause 6 proposes to lay 
down that an usufructuary mortgage whether ordinary or complete 
shall cease to have any force beyond 15 years, although these might 
have been created before the 1st day of April, 1929. Under the existing 
law, a complete usufructuary mortgage could not be created for a 
period beyond 15 years. But clause 6 declares all usufructuary 
mortgages created before the 1st April, 1929, ineffective beyond 15 
\cars. This means repudiating the debts of a raiyat which he is legally 
bound to pay. We do not see any justification for such repudiation. 

!Now, members of this House must bear in mind that 90 per cent, 
of the usufructuary mortgages in villages are executed between a 
raiyat and a raiyat and a raiyat and an under-raiyat. Suppose that a 
creditor raiyat has enjoyed the usufruct in lieu of interest only for 15 
\ears and that his principal remains unpaid. Under the amendment 
proposed in clause ( 6 ) the creditor raiyat shall be denied the right of 
getting anything out of the principal back from the debtor raiyat after 
that 15 years. Should this House vote for such a provision which will 
deprive the creditor raiyat of his ligitimate dues from a debtor raiyat, 
and should such a provision form a part of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 
If the House think that a debtor raiyat should be relieved of his debt, 
the proper remedy should lie either under the Agricultural Debtors Act 
or under the Transfer of Property Act. In any case, this House should 
not so legislate under the Tenancy Act as to give relief to certain 
raiyats at the cost of other raiyats. It will be found later on when 
the other clauses are taken into consideration that the under-raiyats 
have been denied many privileges which the raiyat enjoys. The 
proposed amendment will put an additional hardship on them. How- 
ever, I will not discuss that point now. I think that section 26G is 
absolutely useless when the landlords’ fee is wiped out. The amend- 
ment proposed by the Bill will be a cause of oppression on the creditor 
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raiyat and the creditor under-raiyat when the debtor is a raiyat. The 
Bengal Tenancy Act does rrot contemplate giving relief to a debtor 
raiyat at the cost of a creditor raiyat, or under-raiyat. These are the 
grounds on which I submit that clause 6 be deleted, and I hope the 
House will accept my motion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I beg to move that in section 
6, clause (6), for the words “the mortgagor became Entitled to be 
restored to possession” at the end of the clause ( 6 ), substitute the words 
4 ‘the mortgagee received from the mortgagor or his duly authorised 
agent a notice of demand for delivery of possession”. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: I beg to move that in sub-clause 
(&) of clause 6 of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, for 
the word “fifteen,” the word “twenty-five” shall be substituted. 

I beg also to move that in paragraph (b) of sub-clause (5) of clause 
6 of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, for the word 
“fifteen” the word “twenty-five” shall be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At this stage I 
just want to draw your attention to the fact that this amendment is out 
of the scope of this Bill. What is proposed is to give retrospective 
effect to section 26G and he wants to change the number of years from 
15 to 25. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, why should it be 

out of order? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My proposal is 
this, that it should have retrospective effect ; that is why 1 do not suggest 
any change in the period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned with that. My difficulty is 
that you have brought in in clause 2 a certain sub-section to be 
inserted. Now when it is inserted you want the period to be fixed at 
15 years and it is open to the House to make it 100 years. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I bow down to 
your ruling. I thought he was going beyond my clause. 


Mr. SPEAKER; After all he is operating upon your clause and not 
going beyond your clause. 
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Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAVl Sir, I beg to move' in sub-ctyuee 
(6‘) of the Bengal Tenancy (AjjsJfednfcnt) Bill, 1937 — 

(a) for the word “fifteen” in line 14, the word “twenty-five” shall 

be substituted, 

( b ) the words, “or where, there is no registered instrument, from 

the date of mortgagee’s entry into possession” in line 15, 
and the words “or to a Revenue Officer” in line 21 shall be 
omitted, 

(e) the words “or Revenue Officer” in line 38 shall be omitted. 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI : Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause G in the proposed sub-section (2) (la) of section 
26G the words “fifteen years” shall be substituted by “twelve years”. 

Mr. 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that in clause 6 ( 2 ) 
in proposed sub-section (la) of section 20G in line 8 after the word 
“mortgage” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“excepting such usufructuary mortgages as are for a period of fifty 
years or over entered into in lieu of Kobala”. 

Sir, before the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928, the 
occupancy holders had an unlimited right to execute usufructuary 
mortgages for as many years as they liked, say, for 100, 50, or 90 
ybars. If by this section you limit the usufructuary mortgages for 
fifteen years, I think it will be a great hardship on them. The second 
point is that in East Bengal the usufructuary mortgages ar* to be 
found extending up to 99 years. Before the Act of 1928 the occupancy 
holders executed the khai-khalasi or usufructuary mortgages for 95 
years, in other words sale out and out on the ground of non-transferabi- 
lity to avoid k lias-possession by the landlord and the so-called usufruc- 
tuary mortgagees taking possession of the land used to build houses, ex- 
cavate tanks and make other improvements on it. So, Sir, if we do away 
with this right by limiting the period, there may be difficulty at the 
time of possession and breach of peace, bloodshed may be the result. 

My third point is that now Debt Settlement Boards have been 
established in every union board and as these matters are fully dis- 
cussed and dealt with in every union board, we can leave out this 
section from the amending Act. Sir, I had the intention to omit the 
section altogether but when I find that Government is willing to give 
relief to the tenant debtors or transferors, I make it my point that that 
should not be at the cost of the creditors. So I make it a period of 50 
years. With these words, I support my amendment. 
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,Babu UPENDRA MATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 6 ( 2 ) in line 2 for the woril **eflnr” the word “no” be substituted 
and in lines 6 to 9 for the words beginhifc# with “shall be deemed” and 
ending with “whichever is less” the follow&g be substituted, namely: — 

“shall be effective after 15 years from the date on which the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 came into force”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might announce to the House that we will sit 
to-morrow at 5-30 p.m. 

(A voice: How long shall we go on?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It all depends upon the different sections of the 
House. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 5-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 21st 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 21st September, 1937, at 5-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqtje, 
C.i.e.) in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 210 members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The unstarred questions left over yesterday 
will be taken up now. 


8econd Vice-Chairman, Khulna District Board. 

.296* Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department* aware 
x that the Second Vice-Chairman of Khulna District Board was a candi- 
date for election to the Bengal Legislative Assembly from Khulna 
Sadar Muhammadan Constituency? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount the Second Vice-Chairman drew as travelling allow- 

ance and daily allowance from District Board in the finan- 
cial year 1936-37 ; 

(ii) the dates for which he drew such travelling allowance and 

daily allowance; and 

(Hi) the places, the than as and the subdivisions which he inspected 
during the time? 

(c) Do the Government propose to make an enquiry if there was 
misuse of public money ? 
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MINI8TER in chargr of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syetf 
Nausher AN): (a) Yes. 

(b) Statements furnishing the particulars are laid on the Library 
table. 

(c) This is a hypothetical question and calls for no reply. 


Appointments in the Jail Department. 

207. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, since the 1st January, 1934 — 

(i) the number of appointments made in the Jail Department; and 

(ii) the number of them that have been given to the scheduled 

castes ? 

(b) Was any advertisement for any of these vacancies in the Jail 
Department issued in the newspapers or in the Calcutta GazeMe? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, when were they 
advertised ? 

(d) If the vacancies were not advertised, what were the reasons P 

( e ) Do the Government contemplate giving any preference to candi- 
dates who are members of the scheduled castes at the time of filling up 
the vacancies in the Jail Department? 


MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hotf’bto 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) to ( d ) Appointments are made by the 
Inspector-General of Prisons and not by Superintend'd) ts of Jails 
except of warders who are recruited by the Superintendents of Central 
Jails. A statement of appointments made district by district cannot, 
therefore, be prepared. The following statement will give, generally, 
the information the hon’ble member requires. A copy has been sent 
to him. 

(e) Instructions have been issued that candidates from the scheduled 
castes who possess the necessary qualifications must be recruited in 
reasonable number and should not be rejected merely because othei 
candidates have reached a higher standard. 
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. QUESTIONS. 


[21st Sept*, 


Clonks in the courts under the District Judge ©LPabna. 

208. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the -Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the total number of 
clerks in the courts under the District Judge of Pabna, showing sepa- 
rately the number of Hindus, Musalmans and scheduled castes ? 

( b ) What is the number of clerks appointed during 1935 and 1936; 
and how many of them are Muhammadans, Hindus and scheduled 
castes ? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Cox’s Bazar subdivision in Chittagong. 

209. Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Department aware — 

(i) that Cox’s Bazar subdivision in the district of Chittagong is 

mainly the property of Government khas mahal and entirely 
an agricultural area; 

(ii) that it has been particularly hit by the creation of “Reserved” 

and “Protected” forests throughout the area even in the 
midst of and close to the village habitations with little 
regard to villagers’ free pasture ground and other con- 
venience; and 

(in) that the licence fee has been enhanced greatly within 5 or 6 
years and that different passes are introduced for a single 
house-holder or a cultivator’s family to the great hardship 
of the peasantry of the subdivision? 

(b) If so, does he think it necessary to institute an enquiry into 
the matter to redress the grievances of the tenants of the subdivision? 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): (a) (i) It is mainly 
Government khas mahal. Part of the area is under cultivation; but a 
large part is still under forest. 

(ii) No. Free pasture was never allowed in the past in forest areas 
in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision. 

(in) They have been raised slightly but are still very low indeed. 

(b) Enquiry will be made, if I have some definite reason to believe 
that the grievances are real. A grazing fee of 2 annas per cow p cr 
annum is extremely low. 
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Grant of an allowance to all detenus interned in their homes or 

elsewhere. 

210. Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether there are persons who have been interned in their homes 
or villages and have not been granted any allowance? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) their number ; and 

(ii) the reasons for not granting any allowance? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether Government are prepared to grant them any allowance; 

and 

(ii) the minimum rate of allowance granted to such persons under 

restriction and the basis of fixing such minimum? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN : (a) to (<;) (/') Orders have 
been issued for the payment of an allowance to all detenus internod 
in their homes, or elsewhere under section 2 (7) of the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1930. If the hon’ble member is aware of any 
ease in which no allowance is giver, I shall be glad if he will bring 
it to the notice of the Home Department. 

(c) (ii) The minimum is Rs. 25 a month for a detenu in village 
domicile and Its. 10 a month for a detenu in home domicile, save in 
two or three cases where a nominal payment is made to detenus in 
home domicile who have incomes of their own. One such detenu has 
refused the allowance. The allowance is fixed according to section 12 
of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930. 

Supplementary questions and answers. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government consider the desirability of 
revising the scale of allowance and increase it as it is quite inadequate 
for meeting the bare necessities of life ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Rupees ten is the 

minimum allowance and 1 in certain cases where Government consider 
that more should be given they do give more. 

Mr. iJ. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased ito state 
how Government arrived at the figure Rs, 10 as adequate? r 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mijuster be 
pleased to state whether he has got in his department applications 
from several detenus and home internees who h|pe not Teceived 
allowances as promised? " 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: With reference to ques- 
tion (a) (i ) , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
orders have been issued for the payment of allowances to all detenus 
interned in their homes and whether the allowances will be paid for 
the entire period of internment at home or elsewhere? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think from 1st of 
April. 

Oppression of the people of Banskhali, Chittagong, by ferocious 
animals. 

211. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Is the Honble 

Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Department aware — 

(i) that the people of Banskhali in Chittagong district are frequently 
oppressed by ferocious animals like elephants, tigers, 
ramdogs and this makes the lives of the people of the locality 
very unsafe ; and 

(it) that the huts of the poor people and their agricultural products 
are frequently destroyed by ferocious elephants? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of appointing suitable number of 
shikaris or shooters there? 

(c) Do the Government allow the people of Banskhali to keep and use 
arms without restriction to save their life and property ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) Yes, elephants 
have increased in numbers in recent years but steps have been taken to 
reduce them. Otherwise there has been no unusual damage by wild 
animals. 

(h) Rewards are given for killing carnivora and proclaimed rogue 
elephants. A proposal for the employment of paid game rangers to shoot 
elephants is under consideration. Khedda mahals are leased out 
annually in order to reduce the number of wild elephants. Free shoot- 
ing licences are issued to approved sportsmen. 
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(c) No, but reliable persons who are owners of land adjoining the 
forests are allowed to possess guns and any person can under the Elephant 
Preservation Act, kill, injure and capture wild elephants in defence of 
life and “propfrty. 

* 4 

Assistant Director of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Department. 

... 212. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that both 
the Assistant Directors of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Department in 
charge of the Western and Eastern Ranges are Hindus? 

( b ) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the post of Assistant Director, Civil Veterinary Department, 
Eastern Range, Dacca, was earmarked for a Muhammadan; 
but 

(li) a Hindu was appointed after the death of the last incumbent to 
the post? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the claims of the duly qualified candi- 
dates were considered in filling up the vacancy? 

(i d ) Is it a fact that the present Assistant Director, Eastern Range, is 
on an extension of service for one year? 

( e ) Are the Government, considering the desirability of appointing 
a Muhammadan on his retirement ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

( i ) how many Veterinary Inspectors are there under the Veterinary 

Department, Bengal; and 

(ii) how many of them are (1) Muhammadans and (2) Hindus? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) No. 

(ii) Does not arise 

(c) Does not arife. But claims of available Muslim candidates were 
duly considered. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. One Moslem M.R.C.V.S. has already been offered the post 
of an Assistant Director. 

(/) There are 18 Veterinary Inspectors of whom 5 are Muslims and 
13 Hindus. 
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Appointment of Muslims in the Subordinate Agricultural Service (String 
the past three months. 

213. Mr. MUHAMMAD SOLAIMAN : Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
estate — 

(а) how many vacancies have occurred in the Subordinate Agricul- 

tural Service during the past three months; and 

(б) has any Muslim been appointed? 

(1) If so, how many? 

(2) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

*(a) and (6) (1) A statement is laid on the table. 

(2) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) (i) of 
unstarred question No. 213. 


Service. 

Number of vacancies. 

Number of Muslims 
appointed. 

(t) Subordinate Agricultural 
Service, Class I. 

(t) Four (all leave vacancies) 

( i ) One. 

(it) Subordinate Agricultural 
Service, Class II. 

(it) Four (one permanent 
and the rest leave vacan- 
cies). 

(id) Two (one permanent- 
ly appointed). 

-(Hi) Lower Subordinate Agri- 
cultural Service. 

(Hi) Six (all leave vacancies) 

(Hi) Four. 


Appointment of scheduled castes in the offices under the Collector 

of Nadia. 

214. Babu LAKSHMI NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of appointments held by members of the scheduled 
castes in the (1) clerical, (2) menial, and (3) Court of 
Wards’ service in the offices under the Collector of Nadia; 
and , . 
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(ii) the percentage of appointments held by them in each of these 
services ? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate to make up the percentage of 
appointments fixed for the members of the scheduled castes, if any, 
in the abovementioned services in the district of Nadia? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) A statement is placed on the 
Library table. 

(b} In view of paragraph 3 of Ap]>ointment Department memorandum 
No. 9898A., dated the 21st September, 1936, of which a copy is placed 
on the Library table, the question does not arise. 

Operation of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act in 

Faridpur. 

215. Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(?) when the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act was first 
put into operation in the district of Faridpur; 

(ii) whether the Palong Police Circle within Madaripur subdivision 
of the district was believed to be the worst affected area for 
terrorist activities; and 

(iii) whether since the district was put under operation of the Bengal 

Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act, several houses within 
the Palong Circle were searched by the police? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of houses searched; 

(ii) the date on which each house was searched ; 

(hi) whether any incriminating article or document was found on 
search ; 

(iv) the date on which such article was found ; and 

(v) the nature of the articles found? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I understand that the 
facts are as follows : — , 

(i) Chapters II, III and the Schedule have been in force since the 
promulgation of Bengal Act XII of 1932. Chapter X was 
extended to Faridpur district in November, 1932. 


37 
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(ii) It w$s considered to be one of the worst. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) (i) and (ii) The information cannot be supplied without a 
laborious search in the records and papers in many police-stations of 
the district. 

(Hi) to (v) Yes. The statement laid on the table will show the 
result of some of the searches in Palong Circle. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 215 ( b ) (Hi) to ( v ). 


Column 1. 
Articles found . 


Column 2. 

Dates on which found. 


1 seditious document and 
1 objectionable manuscript 
3 gun cartridges 

3 proscribed books 
1 proscribed book 

5 seditious books and 
12 proscribed books 

1 pieoe paper containing cryptic writings 
7 proscribed books and 

5 seditious books 

2 seditious books 

4 seditious books and 
2 proscribed books 

6 proscribed books 

9 objectionable books and 

9 manuscript khatas containing bomb formulae, 
notes about the military force, telegraph 
lines, etc. 

1 Belgium made revolver 
1 proscribed book 
1 Colt pistol 
4 revolvers and 
4 pistol bullets 
About 20-12 bore cartridges 
1 dagger 


^>12th November, 1934. 

13th December, 1934. 
26th December, 1934. 
15tb January, 1935. 

^2 1st March, 1935. 

12th April, 1935. 

1 8th July, 1935. 

6th June, 1936. 

1 29th October, 1936. 

17th March, 1937. 

24th March, 1937. 

9th April, 1937. 

^j-10th April, 1937. 

10th April, 1937. 

2nd May, 1937. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer (a) (ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under 
what circumstances a particular area is declared to be the worst 
affected area ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Where there is a large 
amount of terrorist activity. 
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Terms of settlement of Jute strike. 

216. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’bl* 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(i) that the terms of settlement of the jute strike, embodied in the 

statement of the Chief Minister which was issued on or about 
the 8th May, 1937, in accordance with the agreement between 
the All-Bengal Jute Workers’ Central Strike Committee and 
himself, have not been implemented either by the employers 
or by the Government, over two months since the calling off 
of the jute strike; 

(ii) that the strike was actually called oh by the Central Strike 

Committee on the 10th May, 1937, and that the workers 
resumed their work in pursuance of the aforesaid agreement 
and have faithfully performed their part ; 

(in) that the prosecutions of workers arising out of the strike have 
not been withdrawn and that workers convicted in similar 
cases have not been released; 

(iv) that dismissals of strikers are going on in dismissal of about 300 

men of the spinning department of the Nadia Jute Mills, in 
the Belvedere, Fort Gloucester Jute Mills and elsewhere; 

(v) that the workers’ union Lave not been recognised; 

(vi) that proceedings are being started against the Trade Union 

officials under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code; 

(vii) of the promulgation of section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, 

on Friday, the 25th June, 1937, in Barrackpore and at 
Sankrail on the 9th July, 1937; 

(viii) of the prosecution of Suren Bose, the local organiser of the 
Chatkal Mazdur Union at Titaghur; 

(it) of the assault on Abdul Kadir, the local Trade Union organiser 
at Chengail; 

(#) assault on a number of mill-hands at Kankinarrah; and 
(n) o£ the assault on Messrs. Mazaffar Ahmad and Niharendu Dutt 
Mazumdar within the compound of the Nadia Jute Mill where 
they went by appointment with the Manager of the mill? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps Govern- 
ment propose to take in order to implement the terms of settlement and 
whether Government are prepared immediately to set up a suitable 
machinery such as a Court of Enquiry or Board of Conciliation under 
the Trade Disputes Act to consider the question of — 

(Q wage-rates; 

(u) increase of wages ; 
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(Hi) abolition of bribery and the system of jobbery; 

( iv ) leave and service rules; 

(v) recognition of Workers’ Unions; and 

( vi ) grievances about housing and sanitary conditions, maternity 

benefits and special facilities for women workers? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy)! (a) (i) There were no 
terms of settlement of the jute strike. Certain assurances only were 
given by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. These assurances have been 
amply implemented. 

(ii) The Central Strike Committee purported to call off the strike on 
the 10th May, 1937, but actually most of the mills that were out on 
strike at some time or other had resumed work previous to that date. 

(Hi) As far as I am aware most of the prosecutions arising out of the 
strike were either withdrawn, or the culprits were dealt with under 
section 562, Criminal Procedure Code. Only those prosecutions in which 
the strikers assaulted the police and the officers of the district were not 
withdrawn. In several cases under section 188, Indian Penal Code, 
accused were let off with a warning. So far as T am aware no worker 
previously convicted was released. 

(iv) No strikers as such have- been dismissed in any of the mills. I 
\\nderstand that certain persons have been dismissed several weeks after 
the cessation of the strike in some mills for continuous bad work, 
insubordination, defiance of authority and indiscipline. 

(v) I understand that some mills have recognised workers’ unions. 
Government will only recognise such trade unions as conform to certain 
standards, and only after application is made to Government in this 
connection. 

(vi) No proceedings have been started under section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code, against any Trade Union official as such. Only such 
persons have been dealt with under section 144, Criminal Procedure 
Code, whose conduct has brought them within the purview of the section. 

' (v n) I am informed that no order under section 144, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, was promulgated at Barrackpore, on the 25th June, 1937; 
I am not aware if any such order was promulgated at Sankrail on the 
9th July. 

(i mi) I am not aware if Suren Bose is a local organiser of the Chatkal 
Mazdur Union at Titaghur. One Babu Surendra Nath Bose was prose- 
cuted under section 117, Indian Penal Code, for the offence of inciting' 
persons to assault others while the latter were going to work at the 
Khardah Jute Mills on the 31st May, 1937. 

(ia) I am not aware if Abdul Kadir is a local Trade Union organiser 
at Chengail or if he was assaulted. 
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(x) I am unable to reply to this question in the absence of parti- 
culars. 

i(xi) I am informed that some brickbats were thrown at the car of 
the hon’ble member; and the hon’ble member suffered an abrasion. I 
wish to convey my sympathies to the hon’ble member, and I deplore the 
occurrence. In the absence of any identification or evidence, the police 
have not been able to fix the guilt on any particular person in spite of 
searching investigation. It is surmised that the brickbats were thrown 
by some workers who had replaced those dismissed by the Manager for 
disobedience and bad w r ork in the belief that the intervention of the 
hon’ble member would result in their own dismissal and in the reinstate- 
ment of the persons who were dismissed. 

(b) I am making enquiries through my department regarding the 
condition of labour in the jute mills. I do not propose setting up a 
Court of Enquiry or Board of Conciliation under the Trade Disputes Act. 
I trust that the enquiries will be quite satisfactory and I shall be in a 
position to take action with a view to ameliorating the conditions of 
labour after the enquiries are finished. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (/>) regarding the increase of wage-rates, wages, abolition of 
Bribery, recognition of workers’ unions, and grievances about hous- 
ing and sanitary conditions, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps have the Government so far taken with regard to 
these matters ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have been making 
enquiries and have made certain suggestions. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (a) (v), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which unions have been 
recognised 1 and by which mills ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I have given a 
, general answer. From the correspondence that has come to the 
j department it appears that some mills have taken notice of the 

I representations made by certain unions. 

1 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to answer 
( a ) (?), will the Hon’ble Minister- be pleased to state whether the 
assurances therein mentioned -were given by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister in his personal capacity or on behalf of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, that is a consti- 
tutional issue. I take it that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister when he 
gave the assurances gave them on behalf of Government. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: This being a matter within tl 
special cognizance of the Chief Minister under rule 24 of the Standin 
Eules and Orders, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whi 
are the assurances that he gave? I should like to know from tl 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister if he remembers those assurances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I rise on a poii 
of order, Sir? This is a matter within my special cognizance. ] 
may be within the cognizance of the Chief Minister, but it is withi 
my special cognizance. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: As a matter of fac 
this matter was within the cognizance of the Chief Minister, becaue 
the Strike Committee recognised the Chief Minister and the Labor 
Minister was only acting as a deputy of the department. I submr 
therefore, that I am entitled to get a reply from the Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : The honourabl 

member seems to have a very weak memory. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have practically put the quef 
tion to the Chief Minister and I do not desire anybody, who may b 
the keeper of the conscience of the Chief Minister, to cast reflection o 
my memory. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to answe 
my question or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of ordei 
Sir. I never referred to the weak memory of Hr. Sanyal. He know 
nothing and he has no memory at all on the subject. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is that a point of order, Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am replying at th 
present moment to the question raised by Mr. Dutta Mazumdar. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My question was raised befor 
that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: After Hr. Sanyal hat 
spoken the matter subsided, and Mr. Hutta Mazumdar asked me i 
question and I am replying to him. I do not think Hr. Sanyal hai 
got any right to interrupt . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The question of interruption doe* 
not arise. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: It was only at a late 
stage that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was approached. Previous 
to that the Strike Committee and the members of the Strike Committee 
individually and in groups saw me in the morning, afternoon and night 
in my office, in the Council Chamber and in my house, and I think it 
is rather incorrect on the part of Mr. Dutta Mazumdar to say that the 
Strike Committee did 1 not have anything to do with me or negotiated 
with me or approached me. Even when the assurance was about to 
be given by the Chief Minister, the Strike Committee, as a whole 
approached me and Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, if I remember aright, was 
a party io that. He came to my house and gave me the draft first 
and asked me whether I approved of the draft or not; and after I 
made certain changes in the draft, the Strike Committee, of which 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar was a member, took it to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, and brought it back again; and after several corrections 
from time to time, I approved of the draft; and in those assurances 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was good enough to say that it was 
passed with my concurrence and approval. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether one of the assurances given by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister was that there would be no victimization of jute 
workers on account of taking part in the union activities or in the 
strike ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable 
member is perfectly right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 should like to have some reply 
from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

I Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the Leader of your party should 
have some preference. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there has been mass victimiza- 
tion after the Chief Minister’s assurance, for instance, in the Nadia 
and Kankinarrah Jute Mills in the Barrackpopre area ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir. If the 
; honourable member had seen my previous answers, he would 1 have 
noticed that there had been certain dismissals not in connection with 
the strike but in connection with the insubordinate attitude of certain 
labourers in these mills long after the strike. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Dutta Mazumdar 
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addressed a letter to the Chief Minister on the 14th July, 1937, draw- 
ing his attention to cases where these assurances were not given effect 


to? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I believe that such a 
letter was received. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Whether any of the allegations 
contained in that better were repudiated in anyway? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know whether 
any reply was sent to Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, but certain enquiries were 
set on foot immediately on receipt of that letter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my question is not dead yet 
and I want to know whether these assurances were given by the Chief 
Minister on behalf of Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this question has been answered by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in his statement and unless it is repudiated 
it is to be taken as the reply of Government . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What w T ere the terms of the 
assurances ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I point out that 
the terms of the assurances were set out on a previous occasion in extenso 
in reply to previous questions that were put. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Labour 
Minister has himself admitted that the assurances were given by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister because in this negotiation the Hon’ble 
Minister acted on behalf of Government and the Strike Committee 
had negotiation only with the Chief Minister and the Labour Minister 
simply came in for departmental consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is not concerned as to what happen- 
ed between the Chief Minister and the Labour Minister. It is a 
matter purely of a departmental arrangement. So long as the Labour 
Minister assumes the responsibility on behalf of the Government for 
any statement that has been made by the Prime Minister, it should 
be sufficient. As to whether the Chief Minister did it on his own 
behalf or on behalf of Government that has been replied to by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether one of the assurances given by the Chief 
Minister was that a Board of Conciliation or a Board of Enquiry was 
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to be appointed to enquire into the demands and 1 grievances of the 
workers and whose recommendations would be given effect top 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: There was no such 
assurances. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister actually put his signature on a document with regard 
to the settlement and left it with the members of the Strike 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If the honourable 

member will produce the document for my inspection, I will reply to 
his question. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that on the 13th April, 1937, 
a letter was addressed by Mr. Sudhindra Nath Paramanik, General 
Secretary of the Central Strike Committee, putting down the assurance 
that was mentioned in my last question and no denial was given to it 
at that time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Some assurances were 
put through on the 8th May, 1937 ; Mr. Bose is referring to assurances 
of 1 3 tli April, 1937, of which I have no knowledge. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I am referring to a period more 
than a fortnight before, when Mr. Sudhindra Nath Paramanik wrote 
to tile Chief Minister setting about these assurances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of the 
contents of that letter. 

Receipts and expenditure of the Mymensingh Agricultural farm for 
the last three years. 

217. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the receipts and expenditure of the Mymensingh Agricultural 

Farm for the last three years, year by year; and 

(b) the names of the officers with their designations and their 

duties and function and salary paid to them? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

A statement furnishing the information is laid on the table. 
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1st September, 1934, to 
31st August, 1936, at 
Rs. 44 per month. 
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Platform at the Serajganj Bazar station. 

218. Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOO: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that there is no platform at the Serajganj Bazar station, an 
important station on the S. S. Railway line of Eastern 
Bengal Railway; and 

(it) that the Serajganj public have moved authority concerned 
times without number in the matter? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of urging 
upon the Railway authorities in this matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar): (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter was brought to the notice of the Railway authorities 
who are of opinion that the expenditure on providing a raised platform 
would not be justified, as the station is situated on an alignment which 
is subject to alteration with changes in the river. 


Election) petitions. 

219. Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing at present the number of — 

(i) election petitions received to set aside the election of returned 
candidates ; 

(it) names of petitioners and respondents ; and 

(Hi) dates of receipts of the petitions ? 

(b) Has any of the election petitions been dismissed for non- 
compliance of prescribed requirements? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) No. 
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Waiting accommodation in the steamer stations of the India General 
Navigation and River Steam Navigation Companies. 

220, Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hobble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state whether — 

(i) it is a fact that in most of the steamer stations of the India 
General Navigation and River Steam Navigation Companies 
there are no separate waiting accommodations* for female 
passengers and in many stations there is no waiting accom- 
modation at all either for female or male passengers; and 

(it) there are no latrines in most of these stations for the use of the 
passengers ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, does the Government 
intend to lake in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY: (a) The hon’ble member 
is referred to the rules framed under sections 54 and 67 of the Inland 
Steam Vessels Act, 1917, and published on the 18th July, 1931, which 
I understand are being strictly observed. 

(6) The matter is under the further consideration of Government. 

Relevant Rules referred to above is as follows : — 

At each landing place where not otherwise provided for and where 
the weekly average number of persons embarked or disembarked 
exceeds 500, a shelter with suitable lights shall be provided on 
the bank having a separate compartment for females and so 
constructed as to withstand and give shelter from sun, wind and 
rain : 

Provided that in the case of services run exclusively during the 
day, the passengers’ shelters need not be provided with lights. 

Penalty for breach of the rule is a fine which may extend to Rs. 50 
for the first offence and a separate penalty of Rs. 10 for each day 
for continuing the offence, on the owner or agent of the 
vessel until the shelter with suitable lights is provided. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Iron Bridge over the river Halda at Bharta Ghat on the Chittagong 
Hill Tract Road. 

*203. Al-Haj Maulana Or. SAN AULLAH : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that 
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a plan for constructing an iron bridge "over the river Halda at Sharta 
Ghat on the Chittagong Hill Tract Road was sent by the Chairman, 
District Board, Chittagong, for the sanction of the Government?/ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when was the said plan sanctioned by the 
Government ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount of the cost involved ; 

(it) how does the Government propose to raise the funds for the 
purpose ; 

(Hi) when does the Government propose to undertake the actual 
work of construction; and 

(iv) does the Governmment propose to make it toll free? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) In July, 1936. 

(c) (i) Rs. 37,495. 

(it) to (iv) It was decided by the previous Government to raise a 
loan by capitalising a portion of the Motor Vehicles Tax Fund for the 
construction of' this and other bridges in the province. The subject 
is under the consideration of the present Government. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any further necessity of taking a re- 
course to loans as formerly thought of in view of the balance lying 
at his hand in the particular Road Development Account now? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

As I have stated, that question will be gone into by the present Gov- 
ernment. 


Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards in Burdwam 

*204. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether any direction to follow certain 
rules under sections of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act to settle 
the suits filed by the creditors to realise debts from debtors have been 
given to the Munsifs of Civil and Revenue Court in the district of 
Burdwan until the Debt Settlement Boards are established? 
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(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what other arrangements, if any, have the 
Government made in this matter? 

(c) What is the probable date by which Debt Settlement Boards 
will be established in the district of Burdwan? 

MINISTER in charge cf CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) No. 

(b) None. 

(c) Notifications establishing 54 Debt Settlement Boards in Burdwan 
have been published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 9th September. 
Others will follow as and when recommended by the District Magistrate. 

Kangso (river) in Mymensingh. 

*205. Maulvi ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) De- 
partment be pleased to state whether it has come to his notice that the 
Kangso (river) in the district of Mymensingh got several shoals as a 
result of the earthquake of 1897 which have caused great set-back in 
trading facilities and sanitary condition of the locality ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government thinks it necessary 
to have an enquiry made into the matter and devise ways and means 
for removing the shoals? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, cf Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes; the matter has only recently been brought to the notice of 
Government. 

(b) Enquiry is being made. 

Annual income of the wakf estates of Hadji Mohammad Mohsin. 

*206. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the present 
annual income of the wakf estates of Hadji Mohammad Mohsin? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The rental of the landed properties 
is R$. 2,34,000. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the wakf estates of Hajee Mohammed Mohsin consist of , 
landed property only? 
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The Hott’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: What are the other properties ? 

The Hon’ble Hr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

School hygiene scheme for Calcutta. 

*207. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the 
present position of the current school hygiene scheme for Calcutta with 
respect to — 

( i ) number of schools taken up; 

(ii) number of medical officers employed; 

(Hi) monthly allowance given to each; and 

(iv) the total amount spent on such work in the year 1936-37 P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any scheme under the consideration of the Government for the improve- 
ment of the conditions of service of the medical officers employed for 
such work? 

(c) If so, what is the scheme? 

(d) When is it intended to give effect to the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There is a scheme for 
medical inspection of school children in Government and aided 
secondary schools for boys in the city of Calcutta at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 3,000 per annum. It is conducted by 3 part-time school medical 
officers, who work under the direct control and supervision of the 
Physical Director, Bengal. The scheme is renewed year after year. 

(i) When the scheme was originally introduced there were 33 
schools. In 1936, the Physical Director reported that the number of 
schools was 30. 

(H) The number of medical officers is 3. 

(Hi) Allowance given to the medical officers is at rate of Rs. 50 
Bach per month. 

j (iv) The total amount spent in the year 1936-37 was Rs. 2,549. 

! (b) A reorganisation of the scheme is under the consideration of 

Government. 

(c) and (d) Cannot be stated at this stage, 
ft 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer ( b ), how 
long has the question of reorganisation of the scheme been under the 
consideration of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: It has recently been taken 
into consideration. As a matter of fact, I took it up after receiving 
notice of this question. I have no idea at the present moment because 
it seems to me to be a somewhat complicated matter. 

Number of scheduled caste students in the Agricultural 8chools at 
Manipur, Dacca. 

*208. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of students now on the rolls of the Agricul- 

tural schools at Manipur, Dacca; 

(ii) the number of seats allowed to the Muslim, Christian, caste 

Hindu and scheduled caste Hindu communities, respec- 
tively; and 

(Hi) the number of students belonging to each of these communities 
who were newly admitted in the school in January, 1936 
and 1937, respectively? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
required by the rules of the school that 75 per cent, of the 
seats are reserved for the sons of the bona fide cultivators or those who 
have a direct interest in the land? 

(c) If the answ r er to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the rule is respected in 
selecting candidates for admission? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(i) 39 students and 3 teachers under training. 

(ii) There is no fixed standard for allotting seats but proportion is 
normally based according to hostel accommodation, viz., 20 Hindus ami 
Buddhists, and 20 Muhammadans and Christians. 

(Hi) Sessioli commencing 15th January, 1936 — 

7 Hindus. 

10 Muhammadans. 

2 Christians. 

1 Buddhist. 
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Sessioft commencing 15th January, 1937— 

9 Hindus. 

9 Muhammadans. 

1 Christian. 

1 Buddhist. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: How many of the 20 students admitted on 
the 15th January, 1937, belong actually to the cultivating class P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already answered that it has been given effect to. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: What is the reason of the 
absence of the scheduled caste students? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

My friend will see from the answer itself that this was done by the old 
Government and I do not know why no scheduled caste student was 
taken. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall do so. 

Ministerial officers under the District Judge of Faridpur, 

*209. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of ministerial officers under 
the District Judge of Faridpur, w r ith their names, qualifications, present 
posts with pay and dates of appointment? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) why there has not been any Mussulman in the selection grade 
(Bs. 80 to Rs. 140) in the District Judge’s office of Faridpur 
since the establishment of that office; 

(ii) why there has been supersession by two of the officers of the 
selection grade over a lot of Hindus and Mussulmans; and 
{Hi) whether there has been any Mussalman as Nazir, Sheristadar, 
or Peshkar in any of the eight Munsifis, Subordinate Judges’ 
and District Judges’ offices in the Faridpur district, and, 
if so, when? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MUgHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( b ) ( i ) It cannot be ascertained whether there is any such clerk 
in selection grade since the establishment of the District Judges* office, 
Faridpur. Appointments in the Upper Division are made in accordance 
with merit and special fitness and unless other considerations are 
equal seniority is to be disregarded. Appointments in the Upper Divi- 
sion of clerks in the Faridpur Judgeship were made in accordance with 
this principle. 

(«) The last two vacancies in the Upper Division were filled up on 
strict application of the above rule of selection. Thus there was super- 
session by two efficient officers of less efficient men in the service, both 
Hindus and Mussalmans. 

(in) At the present there are two Muhammadan Sheristadars and 
one Muhammadan Peshkar in the Munsifs Courts of this district. 
One of the Sheristadars was appointed on the 17th November, 1936, and 
the other on the 12th February, 1937, in supersession of some clerks. 
The Peshkar was appointed on the 16th August, 1937. 

Mr, Md, ABUL FAZAL: With reference to answer (b) (i), why 
could it not be ascertained? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Probably there is no such man appointed. 

Mr, Md, ABUL FAZAL: With reference to answer (b) (Hi), why is 
there no Muhammadan Nazir? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You will gradually get them. 

Public Prosecutor, Jessore. 

*210, Mr, SERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware that the pre- 
sent Public Prosecutor of Jessore was recruited from the Khulna Bar? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether qualified men were not available in the local Bar; 

(ii) the reasons for making the said recruitment from a foreign 

Bar; and 

(in) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
making the next choice from the local Bar ? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(«) Yes. 

( b ) (t) and (n) There is no rule or practice requiring that the Public 
Prosecutor should be recruited from the local Bar. The officer appointed 
was considered to be better qualified than anyone obtainable from the 

local Bar. 

(Hi) It depends upon the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to question (h) (i)> 
were not qualified men available in the local bar? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no difference between the original 
question and your supplementary question. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is not within my knowledge. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to (b) (Hi), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the present incumbent 
being on probation will be made permanent or the next man will have 
the chance of being appointed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware of it at all. 

Honorary Magistrates as licensees or proprietors of country liquor shops. 

*211. AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative (Judicial) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether a country liquor shop licensee or pro- 
prietor can be made an Honorary Magistrate ? 

(b) How many Honorary Magistrates are there in the district of 
Darjeeling who are directly or indirectly connected with country liquor 
phops ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes, if he is considered generally suitable. 

(b) Two Honorary Magistrates are directly connected with liquor 
shops as owners. Government have no information as to whether any 
such Magistrate has any indirect connection with such shops. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether generally suitable men 
who are not licensees of country liquor shops were not available? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The licensee of a country liquor shop is not considered to be unsuitable. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the sale of liquor is considered to be a not very desirable occupation 
either for a Hindu or for a Muslim in this province? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There are so many candidates for it that it cannot be considered to be 
unpopular. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the holding* of the post of honorary 
magistrate for the administration of justice is considered to be a very 
noble occupation inconsistent with the sale of liquor? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have already answered that question. A man’s profession is not to 
be thought of when lie is appointed an honorary magistrate. Ilis other 
qualifications have got to be taken into consideration. Probably such 
qualifications are responsible for this appointment. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EMI: May I have the names of 
those honorary magistrates who have got excise licenses? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not know. 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Is the sale of liquor opposed to 
public policy? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Not at all. 

Filling up of appointments in the office of the Inspector-General of 
Prisons, Bengal. 

*212. AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state j 
if the Muhammadan appointments have been filled up by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, Bengal, equally both in the Upper and Lower 
Divisions of the executive and clerical services in all tbe sections con- 
trolled by bim, namely, General Department, Manufactory Department 
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Press and Forms Department, and -the Quinine and the Cinchona 
Departments, according to the percentage already ordered by the 
Government ? 

(6) How many Muhammadan clerks are there in the Upper Divi- 
sion of the Inspector-General of Prisons’ office? 

(c) How many Muhammadan temporary clerks have been made 
permanent by the Inspector-General of Prisons last year in their respec- 
tive posts as present incumbents in compliance with Finance Depart- 
ment Orders No. 395-415F., dated the 14th January, 1936, and No. 
4547-67F., dated the 1st June, 1936? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) There are no upper 
and lower divisions in all the services. In some cases the prescribed 
minimum has not yet been reached. 

(b) One. 

(c) One. 

SHORT-NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Family allowance to detenu Sudhanshu Bhusan Roy. 

*212A. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) 

Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department 
he pleased to state whether Sudhanshu Bhusan Roy, detained at Deoli 
Camp, is on hunger-strike? 

(/>) If so, for how many days and how he is keeping now? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the widowed mother of the 
detenu Sudhanshu Bhusan Roy, detained at Deoli Camp, and his two 
S b1ers have not been granted any pecuniary help? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
1J, hing steps for some allowance to the detenu’s family? 

( € ) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that he is the sole earning 
member of the family? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) No detenu 
m the Deoli Jail is on hunger-strike now. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (e) I am making inquiries to enable me to decide whether 
it would be justifiable to make an allowance from public funds. 

Babii NACENDRA NATH SEN : From what time has the Hon’ble 
Minister been making enquiries and when did the matter come to his 
knowledge ? 
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The HoitWe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Enquiries have been 
made sometime ago. 


Proposals for “Information Department” under the Government of 

Bengal. 

*212B. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Home (Political) Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a new Department, namely, the “Information 
Department” is going to be started under the Government of Bengal? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether one Chief Information Officer and several Assistant 

Officers are also to be appointed; and 

(ii) if so, — 

(. 1 ) the respective duties of these officers; 

(2) their scales of salary; and 

(5) the minimum qualification required for these posts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (?>) Proposals 
for reorganization of the Press, Publicity and Propaganda Department 
are under the consideration of Government. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this reorganisation has been necessitated 
because of the failure of the present publicity of the Government of 
Bengal? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not because of failure 
of present publicity but for better publicity. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this reorganisation is with a view to obtain correct 
information for Government or to supply certain class of information 
to the public? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: To refute misleading 
information that is given in the press and to give more true and correct 
information and generally to reorganise the department for getting 
better publicity to the activities of Government. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the answer now given, 
may we presume that at present the information supplied is not as 
correct and as true as it ought to be? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I totally deny the inter- 
pretation put by the hon’ble member, but it is to refute the misleading 
things published in the newspapers. 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of information 
on a matter of great public importance. Will the hon’ble members 
concerned be pleased to state how they could get hold of Cabinet secrets? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: From Cabinet Ministers them- 
selves, but may 1 know whether he can put this question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention has been drawn to a rule under 
which it is possible to put that question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: How does that question 
arise out of this question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly that can arise if a question is put based 
on a Cabinet decision which is secret. The Hon’ble Minister is entitled 
to put the question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Excavation of canals in the Kisorganj subdivision in Mymensingh. 

221. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communication and Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
ment aware that several canals have been excavated within the 
jurisdiction of the Kisorganj subdivision in the district of Mymensingh 
during the present year with the help of voluntary labour under the super- 
vision of the local Subdivisional Officer? 

(b) If the answei tc (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of 
improving those canals after a proper departmental inquiry so as to 
render them navigable throughout the year? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing annually for the last five years the amount spent by 
Government for irrigation work in the Kisorganj subdivision? 
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The Hoft’ble Maharaja 8R IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(6) The matter will be considered. 

(c) No irrigation work was done in the Kisorganj subdivision during 
the last five years. During the current year a sum of Rs. 2,000 was paid 
out of the Government of India grant for the excavation of the Sir 
Nazimuddin Khal (Kaona Khal). As a result of the excavation, 4,000 
acres have been restored to cultivation. 

Approver witnesses Amulya Kumar Chakravarty and Subol Krishna 

Pathok. 

222. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be 
pleased to state whether one Amulya Kumar Chakravarty of village 
Kendua within Madaripur subdivision, and one Subol Krishna Pathok oi 
village Pathokhandhi within Madaripur Municipality were examined by 
the prosecution as approver witnesses in — 

(i) the Conspiracy and Arms Act case arising out of the theft of a 

revolver belonging to Babu Mohini Mohan Das, Assistant Sub- 
Inspector of Police, attached to the District Intelligence 
Branch staff of Faridpur, commonly known as the Faridpur 
revolver theft case; and 

(ii) the Conspiracy and Arms Act case arising out of the find of a 

revolver in the house of one Haripado Patni of Dorgakhola 
within Madaripur Municipality, commonly known as the 
Dorgakhola revolver find case, respectively? 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Government have been pleased to allot 50 
bighas of land to each of them from the khas mahal lands of the district 
of Faridpur? 

(c) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons for allotting lands to them so soon 
after they gave evidence as approvers? 

The Handle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I understand that the 
facts are as follows: — 

(a) (t) Amulya Ratan Chakra\arty was examined as an approver 
witness. 

(ii) Subol Krishna Pathok was examined as an approver. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr. SURENDRA HATH BI8WA&: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether there is a proposal pending before Government 
for rewarding those witnesses? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Appointments in the Secretariat since January, 1933. 

223. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the number of appointments made in the Secretariat since 
January, 1933, with the following particulars: — 

( i ) total number of appointments made every year; 

(ii) total number of appointments made to clerical posts every year; 

(Hi) total number of appointments above clerical made every year; 

( iv ) total number of assistants in the higher grade; and 

(v) number of Scheduled Castes in (ii), (iii) and (iv)? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not 
appointing more numbers from the Scheduled Castes? 


MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) A statement is laid on the table? 

(b) The main reason why more numbers of the Scheduled Castes have 
not secured appointment in the Secretariat is, I understand, their failure 
hitherto to pass the qualifying tests for recruitment. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: With reference to answer (h), are 
the Government aware that where only Matriculation is the standard of 
test for appointment a large number of graduates from the scheduled 
castes community applied for this post? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It may be so. 



Statement referred to in reply to (danse (a) of unstarred question No, 223, 
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Waiting-rooms at the Contai Road station on the Bengal-Nagpur 
. Railway. 

224. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 

l charge of the Communications and Works (Railways) Department 
aware that the Oontai Road is one of the important stations 
m the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and that a large number of passengers, 
both male and female, pass through the station ? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Ministei aware — 

(i) that there are no waiting-rooms for the first, second and inter 

class passengers, bcdh male and female, who are to pass 
through the Contai Road station; 

(ii) that the first, second and inter class passengers, especially 

ladies, who are to wait for some time at the station are put to 
great inconvenience owing to the absence of proper waiting- 
rooms; and 

(id) that owing to this inconvenience many travel direct by motor 
bus to the Kharagpur station without passing through the 
Contai Road station? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of drawing 
attention of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities to the importance of 
making proper provision for waiting-rooms for both male and female 
passengers at the Cbntai Road station. # 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimfcazar: 

(a) The number of first, second and inter class passengers booked at the 
station during the six months ending on the 31st March, 1937, are 4, 43 
and .1,405, respectively. 

(b) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(id) I have no information. 

(c) This was brought to the notice of the railway authorities who 
regret their inability to provide waiting-room accommodation for the 1st, 
2nd and inter class passengers as their number is small. 

Narail-Jessore Road with extension to Kalna Chat on the Matfhumati. 

225. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i) the Road Board will take up the construction of the feeder roads 
first, or of the trunk roads which will simply facilitate luxury 
drives and train bus competition; and 
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(ii) the Road Board will next take up the construction of the most 
badly needed Jessore-Narail Road extending the same up to 
Kalna Ghat on the Madhumati, as it will open up a vast 
tract of almost inaccessible parts of the districts of Jessore 
and Faridpur, increasing the traffic, via Jessore, of both 
goods and passengers to a hundredfold? 

( b ) What amount, if any, of the Imperial Government’s contribu- 
tion to the Road Board lapsed last year, and whether there is any chance 
of the same thing happening this year as well ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) The principle enunciated by the Government of India is that not 
more than 25 per cent, of the provincial allocation from the Road Fund 
should be spent on roads competitive with railways and not less than 
25 per cent, should be spent on feeder roads to connect rural areas with 
railways, waterways and main roads. 

(ii) The proposal for the construction of Ihe Jessore-Narail Road 
will be considered after the comprehensive programme of road develop- 
ment for the whole province has been received from the Special Officer, 
Road Development Projects. 

(h) The allocation from the Road Fund does not lapse. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what he will call that actual happening under which a 
fund allotted for this province is not allotted in subsequent years, and 
that if such non-allotment continues for five years, the Government of 
India may not allot any funds at all? Will that not amount to a 
lapse ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The Government of India certainly have the right to refuse to pay 
further contributions, but the amount already paid cannot lapse. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it not a fact that this year the 
Government of India have not allotted any amount to Bengal from 
out of the Road Development Fund? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

If that is so, there is no reason why they might not re-allot it in the 
coming year. 

Dr. NALJNAK8HA SANYAL: My question, Sir, was whether 
allotment has been made for this year. It is not a question of reason 
or argument, but it -is a question of “Yes” or “No.” 
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Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, your last question was whether there 
has been any money allotted this year, and the Hon’ble Minister has 
replied that there is no bar to their still getting any grant this year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, this year is not yet 

finished, and is still going on. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is very difficult for me to con- 
trol the business of the House if side-talks go on in this way. If the 
Minister says that there is no bar to any allotment this year, it may be 
presumed that there has been no allotment made for this year. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state under what conditions we may be getting a further allotment from 
the Government of India during the course of the year, and whether 
such a contingency is likely to happen? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

Certainly, if only we can spend a fair portion of the balance in our 
hand. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I asked 
a question of the Hon’ble Minister to which he has not given proper 
reply. My question was under what conditions that allotment may 
again be made to Bengal, and the Hon’ble Minister has not cared to 
give any reply to this question. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have said before, Dr. Sanyal, that I cannot 
force a Minister to give a particular type of answer. 


District of Faridpur under the operation of the Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrages Act. 

226. Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will 

;he Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how long the District of Faridpur has been kept under the 
operation of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
Act; 
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(ii) the number of girls, if any, that were placed under orders of 
restraint under provisions of the said Act, with the follow- 
ing particulars with regard to each during the period for 
which the district has been kept under the operation of 
Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act: — 

(1) name, 

(2J father’s name, 

„ (3) village of residence, 

(4) age, and 

(5) married, unmarried or widow? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of 
the girls under orders of restraint had at any time to appear before any 
officer for any purpose? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the name of the girl who had to appear before an officer; 

(ii) her age; 

(Hi) the name of the officer to whom she had to appear; 

(iv) the purpose for which she had to appear ; 

( v ) the time at which she appeared ; 

(vi) the place where she had to appear before the officer; 

(vii) the length of time for which she had to be with the officer ; and 
(viii) whether her guardian was allowed to be present within view 

during the time which she had to spend with the officer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Chapter I of the 
Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act was extended to the whole 
of Dacca Division by notification No. 22798 P., dated the 24th Novem- 
ber, 1932. Chapters II and III and the Schedule have been in force 
since the promulgation of the Act in October, 1932. 

(ii) Three unmarried and two married girls, and one widow were 
restrained. I am not prepared to give further particulars. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement from which names are excluded, is laid on the table. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that two unmarried girls and one widow were made to appear before the 
Superintendent of Police in his launch in the evening when there was 
a curfew order in that locality and no male member was allowed to 
come out in the evening? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not correct, Sir. 
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Mr. SURiNDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inquire about what I have said just now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member 
has put another question, Sir, in which he has definitely mentioned 
the curfew order and when that will be answered he will find that an 
inquiry has been made and that the statement is not correct. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
look up his answer to question (b), where he says “Yes,” and let us 
know Jthe time and place where the girls were made to appear before 
the officer and the purpose for which they, were so made to appear? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information is 
given, Sir, in the statement which is laid on the table and I have 
nothing to add. 


39 
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Vacancies in the two posts of compilers and one of typist in the 
School of Tropical Medicine. 

227. Maitivi HAJI TOFEL AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department aware — 

(i) that there were vacancies of the posts of a typist and of two 

compilers in the Medicinal Plants and Food Poisonous 
Enquiry Department in the School of Tropical Medicine; 
and 

(it) that there are no Muslim officers and clerks in the said depart- 
ment? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of appointing Muslims in these 
posts ? 

The Hoti’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) (») Yes. 

(ii) and (6) The member is referred to the answers given to ( b ) 
and (c) of the short, notice question by Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha at 
this session on the 8th September. The vacancies mentioned there 
referred to the vacancies in the two posts of compilers and one of 
typist. The two posts of compilers have since been filled up by the 
Director of the School on the recommendation of the Selection Com- 
mittee and one Hindu and one Muhammadan have been appointed. 

Librarian of the Rajshahi College. 

228. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that — 

(i) the post of the Librarian of the Rajshahi College was filled up 

by a Muhammadan candidate in accordance with a notice 
given to the Star of India and Azad ; 

(ii) a draft of the notice was sent from the office of the Director of 

Public Instruction to the Principal of the College for publi- 
cation jjn these papers with a forwarding letter ; 

(in) appointment to these posts are made by the Governing Body 
of the College; 

(iv) the members of the Governing Body were not at all consulted 
or informed of the advertisement limiting the choice to 
Muhammadan candidates; and 

( v ) several members of the committee recorded their protests 
against this sort of interference by the Director of Public 
Instruction with the powers of the Committee? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why in the matter 
of advertisements only two communal newspapers were selected to the 
exclusion of other newspapers? 

Tie Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) The post was filled 
up by a Moslem. * 

(a) (ii) and ( b ) A draft of the advertisement was sent to the 
Principal, Rajshahi College, from the Office of the Director of Public 
Instruction, the Principal being requested to forward the draft advertise- 
ment to the Press Officer for publication in the papers without any 
indication as to whether it should be published in any particular paper. 
As applications were, invited from Moslem candidates only, the Press 
Officer had it inserted in two daily newspapers, one English and another 
Bengali having a large number of readers among Moslems. 

* (Hi) Yes. 

(iv) According to the standing orders of Government regarding the 
reservation of a certain percentage of appointments for Moslems, the 
Department of Public Instruction decided that the particular vacancy 
in the Subordinate Educational Service should be reserved for a 
Moslem and the Governing Body appointed a Moslem out of the 
candidates of this class who applied in response to the advertisement. 

(v) Yes; certain members of the Governing Body of the Rajshahi 
College protested against the reservation of the post for a Moslem which 
the Department prescribed in pursuance of the policy laid down by 
Government to remove the great disparity in the number of posts held 
by non-Moslems and Moslems. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge oi 
Education be pleased to state whether since the establishment of the 
Rajshahi College the post of Librarian has ever been filled by a Muham- 
madan ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has always been held 
by a Hindu. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state whether previous to this appointment applications were made by 
Muhammadans but were turned down? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

* 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state if out of the nine members of the Governing Body seven arc 
Hindus and two only are Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not correct; six arc 
Hindus and three are Muhammadans. 
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Damage caused by the breach in the western bank of the river Mor. 

929. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware that a serious breach in the western bank oFthe 
river Mo$ has been causing a disastrous damage in the 8 unions of 
thanas Labpur and Nanoor in the district of Birbhum in about 40 to 
50 thousand acres of land making them absolutely uncultivatable ? 

(b) Is it a fact that petition after petition to the District Magis- 
trate and Chairman, District Board, proved useless? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to pay his immediate attention to this and sanction 
proper grant to save the inhabitants of about 60 villages in Thiba, 
Baidyanathpur, Krinnahar, Jamna, etc? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaxars 

(a) The Mor is not embanked continuously ; there are several zrmindari 
embankments scattered along its right bank. When there is high flood 
in the river the flood water rushes into the fields and a large area is 
submerged. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The v Mor reservoir project is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment, if it becomes practicable to give effect to this costly scheme, it 
will be possible to control the flood in the river. 

Abandonment of several Irrigation circuits in Damodar Division. 

230. Mr. HARENDRA DOLUI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that several Irrigation circuits such 
as Ghatal circuit and Panna circuit in the Damodar Division have been 
abandoned for more than twenty years? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to enquire whether the inhabitants of the areas 
have been in any way benefited due to such abandonment of Irrigation 
circuits ? 

( c ) If their sufferings are not remedied by this method of abandon- 
ment of circuits, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate what 
steps, if any, the Government is going to adopt to redress the grievances 
of the poor people of the circuits in question ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) The Ghatal and Panna circuits were abandoned in 1927. 

(b) The lands within these circuit embankments are gradually 

rising and this will be of lasting benefit to the cultivators. -> 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Reciprocity of services between the British subjects in Bengal and 
^ Cooch Behar State, 


231. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae (Political) Department aware that His 
Majesty's subjects in Bengal are not allowed to serve in .the Cooch 
Behar State? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of making the services reciprocal on both 
sides? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble the Home Minister be pleased to make an inquiry into 
this matter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have given definite 
information and I do not know what more the honourable member 
wants. 


Hardship caused to the people in the vicinity of reserved forests by 

wild animals. 

232. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAM ABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department aware 
that cultivators living in the vicinities of reserved forests are subjected 
to hardship through the depredation of tigers, elephants and other wild 
animals, involving destruction of homesteads, loss of cattle and other 
domestic animals and even the death of human beings ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the non’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing such loss 
cl property and life in the different forest districts of the province 
during the last five years with particulars of the Satkania and Banskhali 
police-stations of Chittagong? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have the Government taken or propose to take to remedy (his 
state of affairs and for payment of compensation paid to tne sufferers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) This sometimes 
happens. 

( b ) It is not possible to make an estimate of the damage done to 
the paddy crop by elephants and pigs. 
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A- statemfcftt showing the loss of life in different forest divisions in 
Bengal during the last- 6 years is laid on the Library table. Particulars % 
in respect of the Satkania "and Banskhali police-stations of the Chitta- 
gong Division are furnished in the statement below : — 

* * * *. 

^Year. In Banskhali and Satkania police-stations..., 

1938-33 ... 2 men killed by elephants. 

# 7 cows killed by tigers. 

1933- 34 ... 2 men killed by elephants. 

1 woman killed by elephants. 

2 cows killed by tiger. 

1 buffalo killed by tiger. 

1934- 35 ... 2 men killed by elephants. 

4 cows killed by tigers. 

1935- 36 ... Nil. 

1936- 37 ... 2 women killed by elephants. 

(c) All reliable persons who are owners of lands adjoining the forests 
are allowed to clear a belt one chain wide along the Reserve Forest 
boundary and rewards are paid for killing carnivora and proclaimed 
rogue elephants. 

As regards elephants, khedda mahals are leased out annually in 
order to reduce the number of elephants. Free shooting licences aje 
issued to approved sportsmen. A proposal for the employment of paid 
game rangers to shoot elephants is under consideration. 

Necessary privileges have already been conferred on the owners of 
lands to protect themselves against the depredations of the wild animals 
and the question of grant of compensation io the* sufferers dors not 
arise. 

Head warders and warder guards in the circle jails. 

233. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the number of warder guards, includ- 
ing head warders, both permanent and temporary, showing separately in 
each of the circle jails and temporary special jails in Bengal? 

(b) How many of them are the inhabitants of Bengal? 

(o) How many of them belong to other provinces mentioning the 
names of provinces to which they belong? 

(d) How many of them are Muhammadans stating names of pro- 
vinces they belong to? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 

vacancies in the grade of warders both temporary and permanent during 
the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 up to June in each of the circjp jails, 
and all district jails and sub- jails affiliated to the circle jails and also 
three temporary special jails at Dum-Dum and Hijli? * 

(f) How many of these vacancies were filled up by the candidates 

of Bengal and other provinces mentioning the names of eacff province 
they belong to? * 

(g) Is it a fact that in some of the circle jails anrt temporary jails 
the claims of' Bengali candidates are being totally ignored and the 
posts are being filled up by the candidates of other provinces whenever 
there is any vacancy? 

(h) If the answer to clause (g) is in affirmative, does the Govern- 
ment propose to take a census of the Bengal warders and also to issue 
necessary orders not to recruit any warders from provinces other than 
Bengal ? 

(i) Is it a fact that there is not a single Bengali head warder in 
Bengal jails, and, if so, what steps Government are going to take to 
appoint Bengali head warders in future? 


The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (r) A statement 
is laid on the Library table. 

(e) and (/) The information is not available and cannot be obtained 
without an expenditure of time, labour and money which Government 
are not prepared to undertake. 

(//) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(/) A hill-man from Darjeeling district is the only head warder 
from the province. Bengali warders have only been recruited in recent 
years and none are yet sufficiently senior for the post of head warder. 
When senior enough their claims will be given full consideration. 


Percentage of Muslim appointments in the offices under the 
District Judge, Noakhali. 

234. Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative 
Department be pleased to state wdiether there are rules laying down 
the proportion of Muslims to lie appointed to the clerical posts in the 
offices of the District Judges of the various districts? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the same proportion has been 
maintained in the offices under the District Judge of the Noakhali 
district? 
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(c) Is the Hon’blei Minister aware that in March and April last 
out of 20 appointments made to the clerical posts in the offices under 
the District Judge of Noakhali only 7 were given to the Mussulmans? 

(d) X t the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the requirements of the rules 
were fulfilled in the case referred to in (c)? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, what 
steps he proposes to take to satisfy the requirements of the rules? 

(/) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he proposes to lay down rules to regulate 
Muslim representation ? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the population of Noakhali 
is predominantly Muslim? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he proposes to lay down rules 
fixing the percentage of Muslim appointments to such posts on the 
basis of Muslim population in the Noakhali district? 

The Hofi’tole Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Copies of Government Circulars No. 1984-1987 A. and No. 1270 A., 
dated the 28th Octobei, 1925, and 11th June, 192G, respectively, bear- 
ing on the subject are laid on the Library table. 

(b) The percentage of present appointments under the Judgeship 
of Noakhali is 44, the minimum fixed under the rules is 33 J per cent. 

(c) The annual return of the employment of Muhammadan minis- 
terial officers submitted by the District Judge for the year 1936-37 
shows that out of 3 permanent vacancies one was filled up by a 
Muhammadan and out of 22 temporary clerks appointed during the 
year 8 were men of that community. 

A copy of the return is laid or the Library table. 

(d) Yes 

(e) and (/) Do not arise. 
is) Yes. 

(h) The matter is under consideration so far as departments under 
m 3 charge are concerned. ( Vide answer to unslarnd question 
No. 124 ( b ) put by Maulvi Waliur Hahman, m.l.a.] 

Mr, SPEAKER: Questions are finished. May I know when is the 
prayer-time? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: This is the time, Sir. The azan is being 
recited there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see that the time has moved up, and so I should 
adjourn the House for prayer now. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Our 
attention has been drawn by my friend Mr. Bari that nzan has been 
called. We do not all know what an azan is. (Maulvi Abdul Babi : 
Then you should learn it.) May I submit, Sir, of course, without 
wounding the feelings and the susceptibilities of anybody or of any 
community, that we have a definite hour for adjournment and that it is 
for you to adjourn the House? Are we going to be guided in our 
adjournments by outside influences or calls from outside? 


Mr. 8PEAKER : Dr. Sanyal knows very well that outside influ- 
ences cannot influence the prayer-time except the influence of the 
Sun. 

I shall now adjourn the House for 20 minutes for prayer. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will take up the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill. Yesterday we were discussing clause 6; but I think it 
would be convenient if we can dispose of clause 4 and then take up 
clause 6 again. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yesterday I made a submission 
that you might please define certain special features of these amend- 
ments and let us have a discussion on all of them and come to a proper 
decision and then we can come to the appropriate clauses and vote on 
them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am going to do that as soon as the clauses are 
moved. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: There ought to be a 
general discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, there will be a discussion on clause 26F. 
Sir Bijoy will you please move your amendments on clause 4. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Clause 4 depends on 
clause 5. Therefore clause 5 should be taken up first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, please move your amendments on 
clauses 4 and 5 and I will put them one after the other. 
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Clause 4, 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to 

move that in sub-section ( 1 ) of new section 26C for the words begin- 
ning ‘ binless it is accompanied’ ’ and ending “if any”, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

“unless it is accompanied by — 

(?) a notice giving particulars of the transfer in the 
prescribed form, together with the process-fee 
prescribed for the service thereof on the landlord or 
his common agent, if any, and 

(n) such notices and process-fees as may be required by 
sub-section ( 3a ).” 

Moved that in sub-section (2) of new section 26C for the words “ notice- 
fee, process-fee and transmission cost similar to those referred to in” 
the words, figures and brackets “process-fee similar to those referred 
io in clause (?) of” be substituted. 

Moved that in sub-section (3) of new section 20C for the words “and 
deposits a notice-fee, process-fee and transmission cost” the words “or 
notices and deposits a pr6cess-fee or fees” be substituted. 

Moved that after sub-section (3) of new section 26C the following 
sub-section be inserted, namely: — 

“(3a) If the transfer of a portion or share of such a holding be 
one to which the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 26F 
apply, there shall be filed notices giving particulars of the 
transfer in the prescribed form together with process-fees 
for the service thereof on all the co-sharer tenants of the 
said holding who are not parties to the transfer.” 

New clause 5 A, 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the following new clause 5A be inserted, namely: — 

“5A for section 2GF of the said Act the following section shall be g u ] 

substituted, namely: — tio: 

sec 

sec 

“26F. ( 1 ) Except in the case of — 261 

(a) a transfer to a co-sharer in the tenancy whose existing interest p 0 . 

has accrued otherwise than by purchase, or 

( b ) a transfer by bequest, exchange, lease partition or gift f 0r 

(including heba but excluding hcha-bil-ewaz for any pecu- pU 
niary consideration), or 
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(c) a wakf in accordance with the provisions of the Muhammadan 

law which provides amongst other purposes for the main- 
tenance of the donor himself or the spouse of the donor or 
any relation by consanguinity within three decrees of the 
donor, or 

( d ) a dedication for religious or charitable purposes without any 

reservation of pecuniary benefit for any individual — 

one or more co-sharer tenants of the holding a portion or 
share of which is transferred, may within four months 
of the service of the notice under section 26C, apply 
to the court for the said portion or share to be 
transferred to himself or themselves. 

(2) The application shall be dismissed unless the applicant or 
applicants at the time of making it, deposit in Court the amount of 
the consideration money or the value of the transferred portion or 
share of the holding, as stated in the said notice, together with com- 
pensation at the rate of ten per centum of such amount. 

(3) If such deposit is made, the Court shall give notice to the 
transferee to appear within such period as it may fix and to state what 
other sums lie has paid in respect of rent or in annulling incum- 
brances on the property since the date of the transfer. The Court shall 
then direct the applicants [including any person whose application 
under sub-section (4) lias been granted] to deposit within such period 
as the Court thinks reasonable, such amount as the transferee has paid 
on such account, together with interest at the rate of six and a quarter 
per centum per annum with effect from the date on which the transferee 
made such payments. 

(4) (a) When an application has been made under sub-section (7), 
any of the remaining co-sharer tenants, including the transferee if one 
of them, may within the period referred to in that sub-section or within 
one month of the date of the application, whichever is later, apply to 
join in the said application ; any co-sharer tenant who has not applied 
under either sub-section (1) or this sub-section shall not have any 
further power of purchase under this section. 

(b) Such application to join as a co-applicant shall be dismissed 
unless within such period as the Court may fix not extending beyond 
the period referred to in clause («), the applicant deposits in Court for 
payment to the applicant or applicants under sub-section (7), such sum 
as the Court shall determine as the share to be paid by him for the 
purposes of sub-section (2). If such deposit is made, the Court shall 
grant the application to join, and thereafter such applicant shall be 
deemed to be an applicant under sub-section ( 1 ). 

(5) The Court shall thereafter make an order allowing the applica- 
tions under sub-section (7) of such applicants [whether they applied 
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under sub-section (1) or sub-section (4)] wbo have made the deposits 
required jby this section and directing that the deposits made under 
sub-sections (2) and (3) shall be paid to the transferee or to such other 
persons aS tkS Court thinks equitable. 

(6) From the date of the making of the order under sub-section 

(Oh- 
io) the right, title, and interest in the portion or share of the 
holding accruing to the transferee from the transfer shall, 
subject to the provisions of section 22, be deemed to have 
vested jointly and free from all incumbrances which have 
been annulled or created after the date of the transfer in 
the co-sharer tenants whose applications to purchase have 
been allowed under this section, 

( b ) the liability of the transferee for the rent due from him on 

account of the transfer shall cease, and 

(c) the Court on further application of such applicant or applicants 

may place him or them, as the case may !be, in possession 
of the property vested in them. 

{7) When a transferee is divested of his right, title, and interest 
under the provisions of sub-section (6), he shall for the purposes of 
clauses (a), ( c ) and (d) of section 156 be deemed to be a raiyat ejected 
from his holding by proceedings for his ejectment commencing on the 
dale on which the application under sub-section (1) was made. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall take away the right of pre-emption 
conferred on any person by Muhammadan law”. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that in clause 5A in proposed section 26F(2) for clauses ( b ) and (c), 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(b) a transfer by bequest, exchange, lease, partition or gift (in- 
cluding lieba but excluding heba-bil-ewaz for any pecuniary 
consideration other than in favour of the donor’s wife), or 

(c) a wakf in accordance with the provisions of the Muhammadan 
law, or”. 


Clause 5. 

' The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY moved that for the 
word, figures and letters “26E and 26F” the word, figures and letter 
“and 26E” be substituted. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I think I should make it clear that I am taking 
sections 4 and 5 together, because one is dependent on the other. I 
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will decide-!^ which manner they*»^o4ld be put later on, but for the 
time being both these clauses are under discussion. The result of the 
amendment of clause 5 and the new clause 5 A, which the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy moved, is this: that in so far as clause 5 
is concerned, the effect will be that the words and figures “26E” will 
be deleted. In other words, only 26D and 26E will be repealed and 
26F will be substituted by the new clause about pre-emption which 
Sir Bijoy has just moved. That will make the position clear. So far 
as clause 4 is concerned, Sir Bijoy has moved an amendment which 
requires a notice to be given to the co-sharer tenants in the event of his 
exercising the right of pre-emption and the necessary corollary to it. 

Now all thes > motions are open for discussion. 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir. 
With regard to Sir Bi joy’s new amendment, I refer you to my amend- 
ment No. 409 at page 59 where it is stated “any final order made by 
the court under this section shall have the effect of decree and may be 
appellable as such”. May I be permitted, Sir, to move only that 
portion of my amendment No. 409? I do not move the rest of the 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you show me where in the substantive 
section of Sir Bijoy there is any reference to a final order made by the 
court? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: It is on page 4, amendment 
No. 6(c) of Sir Bijoy where it is stated “the court on further , applica- 
tion of such applicant or applicants may place him Or them, as the case 
may be, in possession of the property vested in them”. My amend- 
ment is with reference to 6(c). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you want to add to 6(c) the last part of 
your amendment No. 409. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Yes, Sir. With your permis- 
sion I move that in the new amendment moved by the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister the following may be added: “Any final order made by the 
Court under this section shall have the effect of decree and may be 
appellable as such”. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8. Sir I take it fhat n^y amend- 
ment has been mo^ed. Which is the wording of my amencbXient *th#t 
I want to know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall make it clear to you wheri I accept the 
wording of Sir Bijoy. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BlftlftlS: This is my amendment except 
the word “lease”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the difficulties , I have allowed him to 
move the amendment as his own. There is this difference between your 
amendment and Sir Bi joy’s that there is the word “lease” in his 
amendment, whereas the word does not appear in your amendment. 
It will be for the House to decide which one to accept. I will put it 
clearly before the House. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, the Hgn’ble 

Revenue Minister seems to have developed the skill of a quick change 
artist to perfection. In the matter of the landlord’s fees he changed 
fronts thrive in quick succession ; now in the matter of the abolition of 
the right of pre-emption he has not lacked to keep up his reputation. 
In his Objects and Reasons he clearly said that he wanted to abolish 
the system and made provisions in the Bill accordingly. The Congress 
goes a step further and wants to transfer the right to the co-sharer of 
the transferor. The bait proved too much for the Projabondhus of the 
Coalition. The ever-obliging Revenue Minister rose equal to the 
occasion and produced a scheme to order. Being a Hindu, he was, 
however, innocent of the intricacies of Hebas and Walcfs and at the 
wave of the wand 3 he now stands before us with his third change of 
front. 

Sir, your interpretation of the word “abolition” in 
the Objects and Reasons has been a God-sent to 
him and has enabled him to drop the scheme of abolition and 
come forward with a scheme for transferring the right of landholders 
to the co-sharer of the transferor. He has not uttered a single word 
in support of the merits of his amendments. He does not care to 
explain why he wants to take away the right from the landholders or 
why that right should ibe given to the co-sharer-raiyat. He is a smart 
forward of the powerful sporting eleven and an excited crowd of 112 
club members are watching the game. What needs he to observe the 
rules of the game, it is enough that he troubles himself to pick up the 
ball and put it into the opposite goal. Cheers go round; Vox populi 
vox dei, and the match is won. Your presence as the referee, however, 
encourages us to raise a feeble voice of protest. Sir, let me assert 
without any fear of contradiction that we have never misused our right. 
Statistics prove that beyond any shadow of doubt. We have exercised 
the right* on rare occasions only when the purchaser has been an 
undesirable tenant or when the transferor, on second thought, or one of 
his co-sharer come, to us seeking for relief. We as landholders have 
very justifiable grounds to have a say in the selection of our tenants. 
The relationship of a landlord and tenant is not merely that of paying 
and recqivinjp, rents. Under the existing land system in Bengal, we 
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are interdependent on each, other ia^naany' matters. We surely cannot 
have an undesiraJble tenant foisted on us. The right of pre-emption is 
the only protection we have now against an undesirable tenant coming 
into our zamindari iby right of purchase. The right of pre-emption 
does not in any way affect the interests of the transferors. And if we 
look dispassionately at the thing, it will [be seen that the right does not 
adversely affect the right of the purchaser. For, Sir, we have to exer- 
cise the right within a month and have to pay to the transferee in 
addition to all expenses incurred by him, a compensation calculated at 
the rate of 10 per cent, of his total outlay. Thus, Sir, he is privileged 
to make a profit of 10 per cent, in the course of a month. In very few 
trades can any one make a profit of 10 per cent, in a month. So what 
valid ground has he to be dissatisfied with the procedure. If we are 
prepared to incur so much expenses to get rid of a new tenant, it dught 
to be presumed that we think him to be an undesirable tenant and the 
law ought to help us, in the interest of law and order, to avoid him. 

Then, Sir*, when the Revenue Minister wants to transfer the right 
of pre-emption to the co-sharer of the transferor, he helps nobody. If 
the co-sharer could afford to purchase the land, he would do so without 
incurring an additional expense of 10 per cent, compensation money. 
In such cases there would be no occasion for the sale to a third party. 
Then, Sir, the Projabondhus should not overlook the fact that Iby this 
provision, though it deprives an honest landlord of a just right, it only 
gives a handle to an unscrupulous landlord to cause any amount of 
mischief. Those who have any experience of village will bear me out 
when I say that it would be the easiest possible thing for a landholder 
to set up and finance a co-sharer tenant to exercise the right against 
the purchaser. Sir, I have been very frank with the House and I 
appeal to the House to think over the matter very seriously before the 
House decides either to deprive us of the right or to transfer the same 
to the co-sharer of the transferor. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it will be better if I now place the amend- 
ments. I must frankly say that there is a considerable difficulty as 
to the order in which the amendments are to be placed and the sections. 
I am not responsible for tfie draft, but as I read the draft, I find that 
in section 26C as newly proposed by Sir Bijoy, there is reference to 
26F and again in 26F there is reference to 26C; that is a difficulty 
that one has to be placed before the other and I leave it to the House 
to decide how its fate on the other will take place, but I think I should 
make it clear as to how these amendments are to be put. I am follow- 
ing the sections as they are in the Bill. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, will you not allow me to 
discuss any of our amendments? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Bose, should there be discussion of this clause 
any more, because I think we have discussed this matter enough. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BO0E: Sir, there has hardly been 
sufficient discussion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 want to tell the House 
that my amendment is just the same as that moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister for Revenue except the word “lease” in clause ( b ). If the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy’s amendment be accepted, then 
the effect will be that a co-sharer tenant will not be entitled to pre- 
empt in cases when the transferor lets out the land on a long term of 
lease. It has been a common knowledge to all the members of this 
House that a transferor can avoid the effect of transfer by giving a 
long lease. So, if the transferee does not intend to transfer to his 
co-sharer a portion of his holding which he wants to transfer, although 
the Co-sharer may be whiling at that time, he may take the course of 
giving out that land on a long lease and thus evade the pre-emption 
by his co-sharer. I do not want to inflict a long speech, but I only 
want the members of this House to consider this fact that if a co- 
sharer tenant is really to be given the right to pre-empt in the case of 
a transfer by his co-sharer, then all possible loopholes must be removed 
so that he may be given the real right. I am afraid that if Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy’s amendment w r ith the word “lease” be accepted, 
then many transfers will be made under the garb of lease, and in that 
wise the co-sharer tenant will not be entitled to enjoy the right of pre- 
emption, which we, the members of this House, have every mind to 
give him. Sir, w r ith these words, I commend my amendment and I 
hope that the members will consider this fact and support my amend- 
ment instead of Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy’s amendment. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, the rule of pre-emption 
which has been initiated in this Bill is not peculiar to the Moslems 
alone; in some parts of the United Provinces and in some parts of 
Bihar, the Hindus as well enjoy the right of pre-emption under certain 
circumstances. It is a valuable right under the Moslem constitution 
and it is a great pleasure that this valued right is about to be intro- 
duced in Bengal, irrespective of any caste or creed. I am not speaking 
anything as regard the loss to the zemindars because pre-emption is 
in their favour or the total abolition of the landlords’ transfer fee — 
that matter I am not dilating upon, but if there is to be given any 
protection either to the landlord or to the tenant, the rule of pre- 
emption in favour of oo-sharer tenant is just as good as the law in 
favour of pre-emption of the landlord. If there is amity between the 
landlord and the tenant and if a certain co-sharer of the tenancy 
transfers his interest either by way of sale or by transfer, it is quite 
open to the other co-sharer tenant to acquire that portion, and if there 
is amity between the landlord and the tenant, it is just as well possible 
for the landlord to induce the co-sharer tenant to take advantage of 
the principle of pre-emption and thereby to help both the landlord and 
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the co-sharer tenant by keeping that jparcel of land in the possession 
of the original tenant. So there is much to be said in favour of the 
rule of pre-emption and as has been pointed out by my friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, if the system of transfer by lease is 
omitted from the category which comes under the principle of pre- 
emption, then what is given by one hand is rather practically taken 
away by the other. 

Then, as regards my own amendment, I would submit before this 
House that order of the court in making an order of transfer in favour 
of the pre-emptor ought to be made applicable, because the order of 
adjudication is just as much a decree as in an ordinary title suit, and 
as such, it should be made applicable. It decides the respective rights 
of the landlords, tenants, co-sharers and the transferee, and, as such, 
the matter should not be left to the adjudication of the trial court. It 
is a matter which eminently calls for the right of appeal which is 
vested in the higher courts, and, therefore, the matter ought to be 
made applicable. 

Mflulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Sir, my honourable* friend 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen has spoken a few words in praise of the 
Muhammadan law of pre-emption and he feels very pleased to find that 
non-Moslems also are going to be given that right by tbe provisions of 
the Bill. All that sounds quite well; but I think,, Sir, that I should 
raise a note of warning to those of my friends who are in favour of this 
clause regarding pre-emption. As a rule, I am not in favour of putting 
any clog whatsoever on the free transfer of property. There is no 
doulbt that the Moslem law provides for pre-emption but you, know, 
Sir, how many restrictions are put on the intending pre-emptor. The 
restrictions are so very stringent that it is almost impossible for a man 
to exercise the right of pre-emption under the Moslem law and restric- 
tions have been very wisely imposed, because if these restrictions are 
not there, one can easily frustrate a transferee to purchase a property 
for value. We are going to abolish pre-emption by the landlord and 
we have done that for very good reasons. 

My honourable friend, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Boy, says that 
there is no reason for abolishing this right of the landlord to exercise 
pre-emption in certain cases. I think he says that that right would 
always have been used in the interest of bona fide agriculturists. I 
doubt if the landlord would ever exercise such a right for a laudable 
purpose. They will only exercise that right when it suits their personal 
ends and for their own personal gain. Therefore, we are going to 
abolish the right on valid grounds, but when we are giving that right 
to co-sharer tenants, I think we are laying the door open to a good deal 
of mischief. (Hear, hear.) One of the mischiefs has been pointed out 
y the Kumar Shahib. Unscrupulous landlords can always prevail upon 
a co-sharer to exercise the right of pre-emption against a bona fide 
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purchaser. I would also ask nty friends to consider another aspect of 
the question. * As we all know, there are party factions in every village 
and there is hardly any man living in a village who has not got an 
enemy. As soon as I intend to purchase a property, my enemy gets a 
scent of it and gets hold of the transferor’s co-sharers and frustrate 
my object. Therefore it will be extremely difficult to purchase a part 
or a share of a holding if this clause (becomes law. This question has 
been considered (by various parties and certain decisions may have been 
arrived at; but I think it is a very important question and if it is 
realised even on the floor of the House that we are courting danger, I 
think there should be no reason why we should not revise our decisions. 
So far as I am concerned, I think it will do more harm than good to 
the people. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I put a question to the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, so that he may give an answer in 
the course of his reply? I am a humble student of economics and I 
want to know from Sir Bijoy in whose interests this pre-emption' of 
landlord is proposed to be taken away, because I feel that if it is in the 
interests of the tenants, the removal of this right of pre-emption from 
the landlords frustrates the purpose of helping the tenant. If it is in 
the interests, on the other hand, of some other group or groups who 
have to be satisfied by the present Government, that is another matter. 
I should like to have an answer on this point from the Revenue Minister 
in the course of his reply. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in reply to 
what has been asked by Dr. Sanyal, I would request him to bear one 
fact in mind and that is that the right of pre-emption was granted to the 
landlords in 1928 as a quid pro quo to the right of transferability 
conferred on the tenants; it was a clog on transfer. When the land- 
lord considers that somebody who has purchased a holding is not a desir- 
able tenant in his opinion, he might step in to prevent that man from 
getting possession of the land; if he did not want to accept the 
tenant, he might exercise his right* of pre-emption. So that was the 
main principle on which the right of pre-emption was conceded to the 
landlords. But the right of pre-emption that is now suggested is based 
entirely on a different principle. This right of pre-emption of co- 
shares tenants will help the consolidation of holdings and will prevent 
family property from passing out of the, family into the hands of 
strangers: that is a ‘very important point. It may be that the brother 
of a tenant gets into difficulties and he wants to part with his share of 
the family holding; it may go into the hands of undesirable persons — 
undesirable from the point of view of the family. So by conferring the 
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right of pre-emption on the co-sharer .tenant we really prevent a great 
nuisance — if I may use that expression. The proposal is in the interests 
of the tenants. As my friend is a student of economics, I take it that 
he believes in the consolidation of holdings rather than in the segmen- 
tation of holdings. (Rai Hrendra Nath Chowdhury: . But there 
might be too much consolidation.) I am really sorry to find that 
my friend, Rai Harendra Nath Choudhury, who is a landlord himself, is 
in favour of segmentation of holdings and instead of accepting the pro- 
posal of Government he wants to criticise it adversely. No landlord 
who has got the interest of his tenants at heart will do so, because the 
greatest problem of Bengal to-day is the problem of segmentation of 
holdings and it is the duty of Government to prevent such segmentation 
if they can. 

In reply to what has fallen from my esteemed friend, Kumar Shib 
£>hek]iareswar Roy, I might submit that there is no analogy between 
the right of pre-emption of the landlord and the right of pre-emption 
that is now being conferred to the co-sharer tenant. As the hon’ble 
member knows very well, the right of pre-emption has seldom been 
exercised by the landlord. On very rare occasions that right has been 
exercised during the last eight or nine years during which the landlord 
has been enjoying this right. But it is a common knowledge that when 
there is a division in the family and a portion of the family holding 
passes out of the hands of the family and goes to a money-lender or a 
person who may be an enemy of the family, it is in the interest of the 
tenant and in the interest of the peace and tranquillity of the village 
that the co-sharer tenant should have the right to get back the family 
land and prevent it from passing from the hands of a brother to the 
hands of a stranger. That is a salutary principle which has prompted 
Government to accept the principle of the amendment moved by my 
friend Mr. Biswas. I am grateful to him for making this suggestion. 
The drafting is mine but the principle is his and I give him full credit 
for that. With these few words, I support my proposal and oppose the 
amendments. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY! On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister has absolutely misinterpreted 
what I have said. He referred to the fact that this pre-emption would 
lead to consolidation of holdings and he was offering an explanation to 
the question that was put by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I only objected 
by saying that there would be too much consolidation and at once he 
flew to the other pole and said that I might be in favour of segmenta- 
tion. I am in favour of what is known as the small holding system in 
Europe, but I am not in favour of reduction in economic holdings and 
also not in favour of consolidation of holdings. I am in favour of the 
small holding system in Europe*. 
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The following amendments the Hon’ hie Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh* 
Roy were then put and agreed to : — 

That in sub-section (1) of new section 26C for the words beginning 
“unless it is accompanied” and ending “if any” the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“unless it is accompanied by — 

(/) a notice giving particulars of the transfer in the 
prescribed form, together with the process-fee 
prescribed for the service thereof on the landlord or 
his common agent, if any, and 

(ii) such notices and process-fees as may be required by sub- 
section (3a,).” 

That in sub-section (2) of new section 2GC for the words “notice- 
fee, process-fee and transmission cost similar to those referred to in” 
the words, figures and brackets “process-fee similar to those referred 
to in clause ( i ) of” be substituted. 

That in sub-section (3) of new section 26C for the words “and 
deposits a notice-fee, process-fee and transmission cost” the words “or 
notices and deposits a process-fee or fees” be substituted. 

That after sub-section (3) of new section 26C the following sub-sec- 
tion be inserted, namely: — 

il {3a) If the transfer of a portion or share of such a holding be one 
to which the provisions of sub-section ( 1 ) of section 26F 
apply, there shall be filed notices giving particulars of the 
transfer in the prescribed form together with process-fees 
for the service thereof on all the co-sharer tenants of the 
said holding who are not parties to the transfer.” 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas regarding the new section 
26F was then put and lost. 

The amendment of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen was then put and lost. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy regard- 
ing the new clause 5A, which is as follows, was then put and agreed 
to : — 

For section 26F of the said Act the following section shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“26F. ( 1 ) Except in the case of — 

(a) a transfer to a co-sharer in the tenancy whose existing interest 
has accrued otherwise than by purchase, or 
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(b) a transfer by bequest, exchange, lease, partition or gift (includ- 

ing heba but excluding heba-bil-ewaz for any pecuniary 
consideration other than in favour of the donor’s wife), or 

( c ) a wakf in accordance with the provisions of the Muhammadan 

Law, or 

(d) a dedication for religious or charitable purposes without any 
reservation of pecuniary benefit for any individual — 

_ One or more co-sharer tenants of the holding a portion or share of 
which is transferred, may within four months of the service 
of the notice under section 2GC, apply to the Court for the 
said portion or share to ibe transferred to himself or them- 
selves. 

(2) The application shall be dismissed unless the applicant and 
applicants at the time of making it, deposit in Court, the amount of the 
consideration money or the value of the transferred portion or share of 
the holding, as stated in the said notice, together with compensation at 
the rate of ten per centum of such amount. 

(« 3 ) If such deposit is made, the Court shall give notice to the 
transferee to appear within such period as it may fix and to state what 
other sums he has paid in respect of rent or in annulling incumbrances 
on the property since the date of the transfer. The Court, shall then 
direct the applicants [including any person whose application under 
sub-section (4) has been granted] to deposit within such period as the 
Court thinks reasonable, such amount as the transferee has paid on 
such account, together with interest at the rate of six and a quarter 
percmtum per annum with effect from the date on which the 
transferee made such payments. 

(4) (a) When an application has been made under sub-section (2), 
any of the remaining co-sharer tenants, including the transferee if one 
of them, may within the period referred to in that sub-section or within 
one month of the date of the application, whichever is later, apply to 
join in the said application ; any co-sharer tenant who has not applied 
under either sub-section (1) or this sub-section shall not have any 
further power of purchase under this section. 

( b ) Such application to join as a co-applicant shall be dismissed 
unless within such period as the Court may fix not extending beyond 
the period referred to in clause (a), the applicant deposits in Court for 
payment to the applicant or applicants under sub-section ( 1 ), such sum 
as the Court shall determine as the share to be paid by him for the 
purposes of sub-section (2). If such deposit is made, the Court shall 
grant the application to join, and thereafter such applicant shall be 
deemed to be an applicant under sub-section (2). 
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(*5) The Court shall thereafter make an order allowing the applica- 
tions under sub-section ( 1 ) of such applicants [whether they applied 
under sub-section ( 1 ) or sub-section (4)] who have made the deposits 
required by this section and directing that the deposits made under sub- 
sections (2) and (3) shall be paid to the transferee or to such other 
persons as the Court thinks equitable. ’ 

(6) From the date of the making of the order under sub-section ( 5 ) — 

(a) the right, title, and interest in the portion or share of the hold- 

ing accruing to the transferee from the transfer shall, subject 
to the provisions of section 22, be deemed to have vested 
jointly and free from all incumbrances which have been 
annulled or created after the date of the transfer in the co- 
sharer tenants whose applications to purchase have been 
allowed under this section, 

(b) the liability of the transferee or the rent due from him oir 

account of the transfer shall cease, and 

(c) the Court on further application of such applicant or applicants 

may place him or them, as the case may be, in possession of 
the property vested in them. 

(7) When a transferee is divested of his right, title, and interest 
mder the provisions of sub-section (6*), he shall for the purposes of 
slauses (a), (r) and (d) of section 156 be deemed to be a raiyat ejected 
rom his holding by proceedings for his ejectment commencing on the 
late on which the application under sub-section (7) was made. 

(8) Nothing in this section shall take away the right of pre-emption 
onf erred on any person by Muhammadan law”. 

The motion that clause 5, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
hen put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 


Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I beg to move — 


That in clause 6(6') in proposed section 26G (3) in line 12 for the 
ords from the date of the registration of the instrument” the words 
from the date on which Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 
ime into force” be substituted. 


That in clause 6(6') in proposed section 26G (J) in line 15 after the 
ords mortgagee’s”, the words “or the transferee from the mort- 
igee’s” be inserted. 


That in clause 6(tf) in proposed section 26 G (5) in line 15 after the 
ttd possession” the words “whichever is later” be inserted. 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: This may come under clause 
dealing with section 48F and amendment No. 582 of Rai Harendra Nath 
Choudhury. 

Mr, SPEAKER: This Chapter relates to the occupancy raiyat. If 
you want to move it at the relevant place, you will have to give a notice 
again. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: If that is in order, Sir, then 
the other amendments will be only consequential, because if you allow 
the first portion then the implication is this that you allow an ordinary 
usufructuary mortgage being effected after the passing of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928, i.e., from now also. If you allow 
that, then in section 26G the omission of the words that I have asked 
the House to omit becomes absolutely necessary. The first paragraph 
of section 26G says: “An occupancy raiyat may enter into a complete 
usufructuary mortgage in respect of his holding or of a portion or share 
thereof for any period which does not and cannot, in any possible event, 
by any agreement, express or implied, exceed fifteen years.” Here, 
Sir, it mentions only complete usufructuary mortgage. If my first part 
is allowed, then you should also allow me to move that an occupancy 
raiyat may enter into any kind of usufructuary mortgage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: “Any kind” is an adjective of 
mortgage and not of tenants. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are right, Mr. Biswas. Will you move 
then amendments Nos. 467 and 468? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that for the 
words “a complete” in the first line of section 26G of the said Act the 
words “any kind of” shall be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise on a 
point of order, Sir, at this stage? The honourable member’s proposal 
seems to be that instead of a complete usufructuary mortgage there 
should be any kind of mortgage. If so, is that not beyond the scope of 
section 26G? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was my original impression also, but I now 
find that by adding . ’the proviso you want to bring “no other form of 
usufructuary mortgage”, and when you want to bring “no other form 
of usufructuary mortgage” within the cognizance of this section, then I 
take it that “any other form of usufructuary mortgage” can be brought 4 
in. 
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The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I do not want to 
bring in anything, Sir. That is in the existing section. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned with that. I am only concern- 
ed with the technical aspect and not with the merits of the question. 
If you say in the proviso that no other form of mortgage will be 
allowed, then it is equally open to the other side to move that all other 
forms of mortgage should be allowed. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the Act, Sir, 
there is a definition of complete usufructuary mortgage. I am confin- 
ing my amendment to section 26G, which, again, is limited to complete 
usufructuary mortgage. Now, Sir, the honourable member suggests 
that it may be “any kind of mortgage,” which would place it com- 
pletely outside the scope of section 26G, because that section deals with 
complete usufructuary mortgage which is defined in the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty, Sir Bijoy, is that you are bringing 
within the cognizance of this section “no other forms of usufructuary 
mortgage.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not bringing 
in anything. It is in the Act itself. I shall just draw your attention 
to the fact that section 26(1 deals with an occupancy raiyat being 
allowed to enter into a complete usufructuary mortgage, etc., etc. So, 
the whole section deals with complete usufructuary mortgage, and with 
no other form of mortgage, and there is a definition of complete 
usufructuary mortgage in the Act itself. Now, Mr. Biswas seeks to 
introduce all forms of mortgage including usufructuary mortgage, and 
that would widen the scope of the section very much. I submit, Sir, 
that my amendment does not go beyond the scope of the section. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Sir Bijoy, you are labouring under a mis- 
apprehension. I quite understand your point. If section 26G were 
left as it is without the addition of a proviso, then the aspect would 
have been quite different, because there is a definition in the statute of 
a complete usufructuary mortgage. Now, there is in this section ( 1 ) a 
certain thing in reference to complete usufructuary mortgage. The 
difficulty is that you are changing the entire character of that section 
by introducing a proviso saying that no other form of usufructuary 
mortgage shall be allowed. Now, if you had said that no other form of 
complete” usufructuary mortgage would be allowed, then I could 
have ruled out Mr. piswas’s amendment. My difficulty is the language 
m your proviso, viz., that no other form of usufructuary mortgage would 
be allowed. And, therefore, by this proviso you have opened up 
section 26G(I). 
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The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Which proviso? 


Mr. SPEAKER: First proviso. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Well, Sir, the 
■first proviso reads thus: “Provided that such a document executed 
before the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
1928, may be so received in evidence or so acted upon as a complete 
usufructuary mortgage for the period mentioned therein or for 15 years, 
whichever is less”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. I mean the first paragraph clause 6, 
which begins thus “at the end of sub-section (i), the following shall be 
inserted, namely — etc., etc.”. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But, Sir, the 
words are taken from section 26Gr(^). 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not concerned with that ; I am concerned 
only with the technical aspect of the question. Do you want to add 
n proviso by which you abandon “complete” usufructuary mortgage 
and bring in any other form of usufructuary mortgage? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I want to 
submit that I do not want to do so. The only object of the Bill clause 
is to give retrospective effect and that is all that is sought to be done 
here, and we have confined ourselves entirely to “complete” 
usufructuary mortgage as defined in the Act. The sole object of this 
amending Bill clause, I may again repeat, Sir, is to give retrospective 
•effect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I ask you one question, Sir, Bijoy? What is 
the meaning of the words “complete usufructuary mortgage” and the 
words “no other form of usufructuary mortgage” in the proviso Do 
you understand the difference between the words “complete 
usufructuary mortgage” and the words “no other form of usufructuary 
mortgage” ? 

Mr. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. In 
one place the word “complete” has been used, whereas in another it 
has been left out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid your drafting is wrong then, "and I am 
absolutely certain about it for this reason that in section 26G(1) you 
refer to complete usufructuary mortgage and then you want to add a 
paragraph saying “no other form of usufructuary mortgage.” You 
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must realise that usufructuary mortgage may be of different kinds — 
complete usufructuary mortgage under the Bengal Tenancy Act and any 
other form of usufructuary mortgage, and when you bring forward a 
proviso, viz., no other form of usufructuary mortgage, I am afraid that 
this merely introduces a complete usufructuary mortgage. In any case, 
I must allow Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas to move this amendment, or 
rather the two amendments — Nos. 467 and 468. 

Mr. Biswas, you have already moved amendment No. 467. Will you 
move amendment No. 468 also? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Let me move my amendment 
No. 468 first. Sir, I beg to move that at the end of sub-clause (1) of 
clause 6 of the Bill the words “beyond 15 years from the date of the 
mortgagee’s entry into possession of the mortgaged land” shall be 
added. 

Between the sub-clauses (a) and ( b ) of sub-clause (5) of the said 
clause 6 the following shall be added, namely : — 

(al) for the words ‘‘a complete” in clause (a) of sub-section (4) 
of section 26(1 of the said Act the words “any kind of” 
shall be substituted; 

(a2) the word “or” appearing at the end of clause (a) and the 
entire clause ( b ) of the said sub-section (4) of section 26G 
of the said Act shall be omitted. 


The object of my amendment is in short to give the raivat the right 
to create an ordinary usufructuary mortgage for lo years. Section 26(1 
says that an occupancy raiyat shall not be entitled to create an ordinary 
usufructuary mortgage at all whether for 15 years or for one year. Sir, 
the propriety of this section itself — 1 mean section 26C1 — has now gone 
with the extinction of the landlord’s fee, and therefore I do not see any 
reason why a tenant’s right to create a mortgage of his land in any way 
he likes should be restricted. We have been claimant for the absolute 
right of transfer to the tenant but this section 26G restricts that right 
to some extent. Sir, what is a usufructuary mortgage? Usufructuary 
mortgage means a mortgage by which a debtor who wants to raise a 
loan by mortgaging his land and giving possession of his land to the 
mortgagee to enjoy the usufruct of the land in lieu either of interest or 
of interest and principal may do so. Of these two kinds of usufructuary 
mortgage, ordinary usufructuary mortgage means the giving over of 
possession of land to be enjoyed in lieu of interest, and complete 
usufructuary mortgage means the giving over of possession of land to 
be enjoyed, in lieu of interest and principal. This is the distinction 
between the two, Sir. When a tenant wants to raise a loan by means 
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of a complete usufructuary mortgage he has to mortgage a comparative- 
ly larger quantity of hip hand for that loan. Of course, that loan may 
be for 15 years, 10 years or 5 years, but whatever be the period, he will 
have to mortgage a larger quantity of his land for raising that loan upon 
a complete usufructuary mortgage, but by means of an ordinary 
usufructuary mortgage he can raise that loan only by mortgaging a very 
small portion of his holding. I will give a concrete instance, Sir, let 
us suppose that a tenant who has five bighas of land wants to raise a 
loan of Rs. 100 for emergent purposes. Then he may perhaps have to 
mortgage as much as three bighas of his land if he wants to raise that 
loan by means of a complete usufructuary mortgage, but under an 
ordinary usufructuary mortgage he can raise that loan by mortgaging 
only one bigha of land. So, in these days when the tenant has lost his 
credit and when money-lenders as well as bankers are not coming 
forward to lend money to the tenant — in times of his dire necessity — 
should this House stand in his way and restrict his right to raise money 
by, say, the process of ordinary usufructuary mortgage which he can 
do easily and without much injury to himself? If the tenant is in 
possession of five bighas of land, then under the complete usufructuary 
mortgage he has to mortgage three bighas of his holding for raising 
a loan of Rs. 100, but it will be impossible for him to carry on and earn 
his living with the remaining two bighas, but if he can raise that very 
same loan with one bigha, he can somehow or other carry on with the 
remaining four bighas. Therefore, Sir, this right to create this sort of 
mortgage should remain with the tenants so that they may raise a loan 
in times of dire necessity. My object is to give relief to the raiyat, to 
relieve whose distress we have come here and for whom we are so 
anxious. Moreover, as I have already said, when section 26G has no 
other utility now, except with regard to the method of mortgages that a 
tenant is entitled to create, I do not see any reason why this right to 
create an ordinary usufructuary mortgage should be restricted any 
longer. Sir, the House knows w r hy section 26G was enacted: it was 
dnly to safeguard the interest of the landlord so that the landlord might 
not lose his transfer-fee in case of absolute transfer in the shape of a 
usufructuary mortgage for a long period. When that danger is gone, 

I think the members of this House will agree with me that the tenant’s 
right in effecting any kind of mortgage at least for 15 years should be 
allowed by this House. With these words, I commend my ^motion to 
the acceptance of this House. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, Hie 
22nd September 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of.lndia Act, 1935 . 

M. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 22nd September, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AzizrL Haque, c.j.f.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 220 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning Institute. 

*213. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning Institute is a 
part-time officer; and 

(it) that the said Superintendent cannot devote his undivided 
attention to this institute? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a whole-time Superintendent? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(it) No. The institute is being run on efficient lines. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many dsfys in a month has the Superintendent got to work? 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Dr. H, C. MUKHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Superintendent is not able to give that amount of time and attention 
to the pisactical training of the students that is actually required and 
that is a ground of general public complaint? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that. s* ^ 
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Detenus. 

*214. Mr.'P. BANER^t] (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state the number of 
detenus in — v 

(i) different camps; 

(it) village domicile; 

(Hi) home domicile ; and 
(iv) jails, 

on 31st March, 1937? 

(b) What are the grounds Government are following in selecting 
detenus for release? 

( c ) Is it a fact — 

(?) that certain persons who were not political suspects were 
arrested and kept with the detenus in 1934, 1935 and 1936; 
(it) that most of them have now been released; and 

(lii) that those who were arrested and detained before 1934 have 
not yet been set at liberty? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of 
the informers in the various conspiracy cases in Bengal have subse- 
quently secured service under the Government of Bengal? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state their names with the present jobs they are 
holding? 

MINI8TER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Rhwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) On March 31st, 1937, the numbers were 
as follows : — 

t 

(i) 747, including 134 in training camps. 

(it) 853. 

(Hi) 182. 

(iv) '435. 

(b) The hon’ble member is referred to my speech iif t^e Assembly 
on the 9th August, 1937, when the policy of Government whs enunciat- 
ed. 

(c) (i) No. 

(ii) and (Hi) Do not 'arise. 

(d) I am not prepared to answer this question, j 

(e) Does not arise. 



1937 .] QTrESTI< 5 NS. 173» ' 

Mr, P« BAHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased state 
what are the reasons for refusing* to answer question (d)V 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOfN : Public grounds. 

Mr, SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is the privilege of the members of this- 
House to ask for this sort of information and get it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
When this sort of question is asked, is it not the privilege of the 
members of the House to get answers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are fully entitled to get information by 
questions, but what should be the nature of the answer it is for thfr 
Minister to decide. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: When this sort of answer 
is given, e.g., “I am not prepared to answer this question,” our mouth 
is shut entirely. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister was not technically correct 
in giving that answer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I said on grounds- 
of public interest. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On the answer given, 
may I ask whether we are not entitled to move an adjournment motion 
in this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a purely hypothetical question and I am not 
going to answer it. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to con- 
tradict the statement that informers in various departments are in 
Government service? 

The Hpn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Mr, 3ltttAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stSta what public interest is served by not answering this- 

question id) t 

4 * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a question of^ 

argument, if 1 may say so. 

Mr. 8AftAT CHANDRA B08E: I submit that it is not a question 
of argument: it is a question of fact. What interest of public i* 
served by not answering (d)? 
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The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Safety of the public. 

Dr. J4ALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present strength under respective heads 
( i) a (it), (Hi) and (iv) as compared with the 31st March. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Supervisor, Darjeeling District Board. 

*215. Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government and Public Health 
Department be pleased to state whether an advertisement giving 
preference to a hillman for the post of a Supervisor in the Darjeeling 
District Board was published by the authority concerned in the year 
1936? 

(b) Did any suitable and qualified hillman candidate apply for the 
post in response to it? 

(c) Why a hillman was not appointed? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali): (a) Yes. 

( b ) No. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether ‘there was any hill-man candidate at all? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: There were three 
applicants. 


Imposition of Education oess in Mymensingh. 

*216. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government is aware that protests against the imposition upon the 
cultivating raiyats of Education cess in the district of Mymensin^gh 
were made in public meetings? ^ '> 

(b) If so, do the Government contemplate to stop the roa&arflon 
of Education cess in view of the aforesaid protest? * ^ 

MINISTER in dfarge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT , (the 
Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(5) No. 
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Sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors of police and clerks- in Bengal 
Police Department. • 

, It V 

•217. Khan Saheb Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURh (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Departmeafc 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately — 

(t) the present number of sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors 
of police and clerks in the Bengal Police Department, botli 
permanent and officiating? 

(ii) The number of them that are — (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 
and 

(Hi) the number of these officers, Hindu and Muslim, appointed (1) 
directly and (2) by promotion? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the paucity of Muslim inspectors in the Bengal Police? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps to have equal proportion of Muslim and Hindu inspec- 
tors in the Bengal Police? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(6) and (c) There is no direct recruitment to the rank of inspector. 
The vacancies in this rank are filled by promotion from the lower rank 
on considerations of merit and seniority. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question No. 217. 


ST 

Total 
sanc- 
tioned 
strength 
as it 
stood 
on 1st 
April, 
1937. 

Non-Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Directly 

appoin- 

ted 

officers. 

. 

Promo- 

ted 

officers. 

Total. 

Directly 

appoin- 

ted 

officers. 

Promo- 

ted 

officers. 

Total. 

Sub-inapectors v . . 

1,711 

737 

326 

1,063 

562 

86 

648 

Assistant sub-inspec- 

1,476 

Particulars cannot be fumikied without reference to 

tors. 


all districts. 





Clerks 

448 

302 


j 302 

146 


| 146 
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tale of the grass of lands by the Public Works Department in 
Siliguri Subdivision. 

*218. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communications and Works Department 
aware — 

(i) that in the district of Darjeeling, specially in Siliguri subdivi- 
sion, the Public Works Department sells annually by 
auction grass of lands on the two sides of the road flanks 
and also the right of catching fish in the ditches on the 
two sides of the roads ; 

{ii) that the lands on which such grass grows are not fenced ; and 
[in) that considerable oppression, specially by impounding cattle, 
is made on the ignorant peasants by the subordinate officers 
and menials of the Public Works Department and by the 
middlemen who purchase these rights from the Public 
Works Department? 

(b) If the answer to ( a ) ( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the rules or law under which the Public Works Department 

realises such money; 

(ii) the total collection of the Public W T orks Department in Sili- 

guri subdivision from these sources in the year 1936-37 ; 
and 

(Hi) whether this system of annual sale by auction of roadside 
grasses by the Public Works Department or by the District 
Board is in vogue in any other District of Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of holding 
an enquiry into the matter? 

^MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar): (a) (%) and in) Yes. 

(Hi) It is reported that there is no such oppression. 

(b) ( i ) Government own the lands and can, therefore,* $elP the 
produce. 

(ii) Rs. 169. 

(Hi) Yes, so far as Government lands are concerned. I have no 
information about District Board roads. '' 

(c) No. 
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Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA:. Is the Hon'Lk Minis- 
ter aware that in the name of tending charge toll is charged and realised 
by the Public Works Department chaukidars from people parsing 
with cattle of any kind through the Nuxalbari-Siliguri Road .near 
Dumriguri Public Works dak bungalow and through Panighata- 
Nuxalbari Road near Ashapur? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that cattle cannot get into the 
grazing grounds without going through the road flanks? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Not in every case. It depends upon the location of the grazing 
ground. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In reply to question (m), the 
Hon’ble Minister has stated “it is reported that there is no oppression 
arising out of the impounding of cattle. ” I submit that whenever 
cattle go to the grazing ground they have to cross the road flanks and 
in that case, are not the cattle bound to be impounded? I want to 
know whether it is a fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is purely a hypothetical question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether 'cattle belonging to persons other than those 
who hold leases of these grass plots have actually been impounded? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe so, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the impounding of cattle amounts to oppres* 
sion when it is unavoidable? 

The Hotfble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is a question of opinion. It is done according to the law of the 
land. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In the answer it is said— “it is 
reported that there is no such oppression ” I submit tjiat that also 
is a question of opinion. I have given him certain data from*which 
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oppression will be proved. It is not a question of opinion : it is a 
question of fact. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is his reason for not thinking of enquiring into the matter? 

" v The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Because I have received no complaint, I did not think it necessary 
to enquire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W T ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether complaints of this nature are likely to come 
to him or the District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate and 
is he aware that such complaints have been made? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SR 18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Complaint may be made to anybody, but I am not personally aware 
of any complaint being received either by the Subdivisional Officei 
or by the District Magistrate. 

Aabu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from whom he has received the report that he men- 
tions in his answer (a) (Hi) ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

From the local officers of the department. 


Veterinary Hospital at Bogra. 

*219. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that there is no Veterinary Hospital at Bogra for treatment of cattle? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are proposed to be 
taken for the redress of this grievance of the people of the District? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) There is no Veteiinary Hospital at Bogra, but there is a Veterinary 
Dispensary there for the treatment of cattle as out-patients. 

(b) The general question of improving the facilities for treatment 
of cattle is under my consideration. The case of Bogra district will 
receive due attention along with the many other districts similarly 
situated in this respect. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal for the establishment 
of a veterinary school at Bogra in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, *f Dacca? 

I have already said that in the next budget the case of the Bogra 
will be considered. 

Worship house for the Hindu police force at Pirojpur. 

•220. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that 
Mr. Makhan Lai Sen, Sub-Inspector of Police, Pirojpur, has very 
recently erected a house of worship for the Hindu police force by 
encroaching upon the land possessed by Kaviraj Chinta Haran Das- 
gupta ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that he has broken the shed for preparing 
medicine of the said Kaviraj and levelled the house to the ground 
and is it not a fact that the newly constructed house allows lain to 
fall on the hogla wall of the house of the Kaviraj Chinta Haran Das- 
gupta where he lives with his family? 

(c) Is it not a fact that previously a small shed w r as used as a place 
of worship for the public which was managed by the said Kaviraj with 
the help of Hindu public for the Hindu public including Hindu police 
force ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the police officer or police force has no 
more right over the land than any other Hindu and that the land was 
leased out to the said Kaviraj Chinta Haran Dasgupta on condition that ; 
a portion of it will be reserved for worship and that therein no mention 
was made about the land being usurped by the police? 

( e ) Is it not a fact that when a similar attempt was made by the 
police to encroach upon the land, on the 30th September, 1932, 
Mr. K. Boy, Additional Superintendent of Police, intervened and as 
reply to the representation of the said Kaviraj assured him that the 

police has been instructed not to interfere with his right, title or 
possession of the land” ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) l's in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister enlighten us why the police has again resumed their activity 
under the leadership of the said Makhanlal Sen? Have they got 
fresh instruction from the higher authorities or is the thing being 
done on his own responsibility? 

(g) Does the Government think it proper that policemen should 
orcibly construct house on a land which is not their property in spite 
o the protest of the real owner of the land on the plea that a plot has 
been reserved for public worship? 
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(h) If the answer to (g) is in the negative, will the Government 
instruct Mr. Makhanlal Sen and other policemen concerned to dis- 
mantle the house and erect one only with the consent of the said 
Kaviraj ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Babu Makhan Lai 

Sen, Sub-Inspector of Police, Pirojpur, on behalf of the Hindu police 
force of Pirojpur repaired and reconstructed the original temple of the 
Hindu police force on the existing site. There was no encroachment 
on the land of the Kaviraj. 

( b ) No; no shed of the Kaviraj was broken or dismantled. Rain 
water falling from the eaves of the temple falls into the house of the 
Kaviraj, but this is not due to its reconstruction. The Kaviraj built 
his room too close to the original temple and has always suffered this 
disadvantage 

(c) The original temple consisted of a shed but as far as can be 
ascertained it was never maintained by the Kaviraj. The plinth of the 
original temple remains intact ; only the walls and roof have been 
changed. It has always been maintained by the Hindu police force 
and is open to all Hindus of the locality. 

(d) No. The original lease had such a clause, but the landlord 
mad^ over the land to the Hindu police force by verbal arrangement 
about 30 years ago, and it has since remained in their possession. 

(e) There is such an order but it relates to lands which are in the 
possession of the Kaviraj. As far as can be ascertained, the order 
was passed in order to stop the police from resuming possession of' the 
site of the old Police Club which is now included within the Kaviraj ’s 
house. 

(/) Hoes not arise 

(g) The police have not usurped any land. 

(h) Hoes not arise. 

Sri jut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it not a fact that the 
police attempted to construct a building on the site of the temple a 
few year# 'ago and the Superintendent of Police prohibited them from 
doing so without the consent of the Kaviraj? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That refers to the Police 
Club and that was on the land of the Kaviraj. So the Superintendent 
of Police stopped the police from erecting a building there. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is it not a fact that there 
was no Police Club there? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. There was a Police 
Club there. 
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Hawkers in Calcutta. 

•221. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMARS (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state how many hawkers are there in the Presidency town of Calcutta? 

(b) Do Government issue any licence to these hawkers? 

(c) Is hawking business on footpaths amounting to trespass and 
loitering? 

( d ) Are Government aware that owing to acute unemployment in 
the province amongst educated youths of Bengal, many of them live on 
hawking different commodities? 

(e) Is it a fact that these hawkers, particularly new men, who are 
not properly acquainted with the police are victims of prosecution and 
persecution, whereas old hawkers are generally exempted for the reason 
best known to the police? 

(/) Is it a fact that many of these hawkers holding municipal trade 
licence for hawking are not exempted from police prosecution? 

(g) Why this trade licence for? 

(h) Is it not possible for the Government to issue police licence on a 
nominal tax to these hawkers to avoid constant prosecution and thus 
helping solution of unemployment to some extent? 

Th Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I have no definite infor- 
mation. 

( b ) No. 

(c) No, so long as they do not cause obstruction to footpaths. If 
any obstruction is caused, then they render themselves liable to prose- 
cution. 

( d ) I am not aware of this. 

( e ) No. 

(/) The Calcutta Municipal Act does not exempt a hawker holding 
a trade licence under the said Act from liability to prosecution for 
obstruction to traffic. 

(g) Hon’ble member is referred to section 175 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act and items 81 and 83 of rule 1 in Schedule A I thereof. 

(h) No police licence is required for itinerant dealer hawking goods 
for Bale in basket or tray. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there are any rules to guide policemen to define what 
is obstruction to footpath or is it left to the discretion of the police- 
men? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there are 
any rules. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With reference to reply (c), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the hawkers of mangoes 
cannot sell their goods unless they give the policemen some fruits? 
If that is so, will the Hon’ble Minister issue some departmental 
instructions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No hawkers are pro- 
secuted until and unless they spread their goods on the pavement and 
thereby cause obstruction. They are not prosecuted for merely carry- 
ing on a tray or in a basket and iiying to sell it. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is not aware that footpaths of every broad 
street in Calcutta are strewn w r ith baskets and trays of hawkers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is why there is 
such a large number of prosecutions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the Beliaghata bridge there are many sepoys who 
molest hawkers and get mangoes from them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is because they would 
try to sell mangoes on the pavement or on the bridge, thereby causing 
grave obstruction to traffic and to pedestrians. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that even when there is no obstruction and when these people aie 
simply proceeding on still sepoys are seeking mangoes fiom them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that is 
possible. 


Alleged arrest of examinees at Madaripur centre in Faridpur. 

*222. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that several examinees of the last Matriculation 
examination held at Madaripur centre in the district of Faridpur were 
arrested by the police in the course of their appearing at the examina- 
tion and not allowed to sit at the examination till it was finished? 
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(6) If the Answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) the names of these examinees ; 

(ii) their respective ages; and 

(iii) the law under which and the authority under whose orders they 

were arrested? 


(c) Is it a fact that those examinees came from distant villages to 
Madaripur to appear at the examination and nothing incriminating 
was found in their possession at Madaripur? 

(d) Is it a fact that after their arrest the police sent those examinees 
back to their respective village homes? 

(e) Is it a fact that those examinees asked the police to release them 
on bail and allow them to finish the examination? 

(/) If the answer to clause (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why no bail was granted? 

(g) Do the Government issue any specific instructions to the police 
of Faridpur? 

(h) If the answer to clause ( g ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state under what authority did the police of 
Madaripur restrain those examinees from finishing their examination? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

( b ) to ( h ) Do not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of answer “no” to 
question ( a ), will the Honble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
basis of his information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: After careful enquiries 
made about this, we have come to learn that the police did not arrest 
anybody while the examination was going on. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let this House know who were the persons from whom he 
enquired? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From reliable local 
officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any molestation or interference of 
any kind by the police with any Matriculation examinees in that 
centre ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: During that examination 

no examinee was interfered with or molested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether immediately preceding the examination or 
immediately following the examination any molestation or interference 
did take place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Neither immediately 
preceding nor during the examination. As far as this matter is con- 
cerned, it does not arise out of the question. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: If this fact of molestation and arrest 
oan be proved, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that the 
officers who arrested them will be duly punished? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Supposing the information 
iurns to be wrong? What about it? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
■even I myself in a case a few years back was taken to thana, arrested 
and kept inside the lock-up for two hours, here in Calcutta, and when 
the Vice-Chancellor who happened then to be the Chief Justice of the 
'Calcutta High Court interfered the police denied that there was any 
arrest made and it was accepted by Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I suggest, this is 
extremely irrelevant and cut of order. 


The Maktabs. 

*223. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) why maktabs are classed under the General Table I as primary 

schools and not separately as special schools ; and 

(ii) since when have maktabs come to be so classified? 

(b) Is it a fact that maktabs are schools on an Islamic basis — that 
in these schools, besides using text-books specially prepared by Muham- 
madan authors, the reading of the holy Quoran, Islamic rituals and 
Urdu are taught as additional compulsory subjects? 
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( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment, showing for the years 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1935 the expenditure 
incurred on — 


(i) maktabs, and 

(ii) primary schools other than maktabs, from — 

(1) provincial revenues, 

(2) district funds, 

(3) municipal funds, 

(4) fees, and 

(5) other sources? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many Hindu boys read at present in maktabs in each 

district; and 

(ii) the reason for the preference of Hindu boys to read in maktabs 

instead of in general primary schools ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) According to the 
definition laid down by the Government of India, maktabs are recog- 
nised institutions and teach secular subjects, i.e., they teach all or a 
reasonable part of the primary or lower primary course. 

(ii) Since 1915-1916. 

( b ) Maktabs are Muslim primary schools. The reading of the holy 
Quoran, rituals of Islam and Urdu are specially meant for Muslim 
pupils. Vernacular and historical readers written by Muhammadan 
authors are used in maktabs. They are, however, of the same standard 
as that of general primary schools. In other subjects, text-books used 
in general primary schools are also used in maktabs. 

(c) A statement showing figures for the years 1920, 1930 and 1935 
is laid on the Library table. Figures for 1910 cannot be compiled 
because the territorial limits of the province of Bengal were then 
different from what they are now. 

(d) (i) A statement giving the information is laid on the Library 
table. 

(ii) The absence of general schools in localities predominantly 
inhabited by Muslims. 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister for Education be pleased to state the terms of definition laid 
down by Government of India with reference to answer (a) (i)? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have not got it handy a 

present I can bring it up if notice is given. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’bl. 
Minister for Education be pleased to refer to answer (ii) and stat 
whether he is considering the desirability of establishing genera 
primary schools in those areas predominantly inhabited by Muham 
madans in view of the fact that there are muktabs in areas predomi 
nantly inhabited by Hindus? 

The Hctl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, the questim 
will be taken up along with the question of introduction of ordinar; 
primary schools in the Province. 


Mussalman Inspectors of Police and Armed Police. 

•224. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministe: 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state thi 
total number of — 

(*) Inspectors of police (in the Bengal Police) other than Arme( 
Police; and 

(ii) Armed Inspectors? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) total number of Mussalmans in each; 

(u) total recruitment made in the rank of inspector during th( 
last 3 years; and 

(Hi) number of Mussalmans taken in? 

( c ) If the proportion of Mussalman recruits is inadequate, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, what is the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) 199, and (ii) 29. 

( b ) (i) 59 in the unarmed branch and 6 in the armed branch. 

(ii) and (in) All appointments to the rank of inspector are made 
by promotion. The number of such appointments made was 25 in 
1934, 19 in 1935 and 40 in 1936, of which 6, 4 and 11 respectively were 
Muhammadans. 

(c) The question does not arise as appointments of inspectors are 
made by promotion from the lower rank strictly on considerations of 
merit and seniority. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state whether there is a complaint by Muhammadans in general 
and Moslem officers in particular that in matter of promotion claims of 
the Muslim officers are superseded by clique? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no official in- 
formation. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who is the appointing authority of the Inspectors? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Inspectors are promoted. 
There is no direct appointment. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: But who is the person who give-) 
promotion ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Inspector-General 
is the final authority. 


y 

Certain detenus. 

*225. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state the dates of arrest and places ot detention of the follow- 
ing detenus : — 

(i) Maulvi Mohammed Abdur Razzaq Khan; 

(u) Mr. Kali Kumar Sen; 

(Hi) Mr. Manindra Sinha; 

(iv) Mr. Abdul Momin; and 

(i ? ) Mr. Nirod Kanta Chakra varty? 

(b) What is the present state of health of each of the said detenus? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Abdul Momim is not being permitted to have 
any correspondence with his guardian, Mr. Brajendra Pal? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state his reason ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Maulvi Mohammed Abdur Razzak Khan* had 
applied to the Government to remove him to Calcutta Presidency Jail 
for medical treatment, but the Government did not accede to his request? 

(/) Having taken into account the very long period of detention of 
the abovenamed detenus, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desira- 
bility of releasing them forthwith P If not, why not P 



; 1750 QUESTIONS. [22nd Sbpt., 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8 ir NAZIMUDDIN. (a) (i) Arrested on the 

21st April, 1930; in home domicile. , * 

(ii) Arrested on the 29th April, 1930; in home domicile. 

(Hi) Arrested on the 9th May, 1930; in village domicile. 

(iv) Arrested on the 9th May, 1931; in village domicile. 

(v) Arrested on the 13th May, 1930; in village domicile. 

(6) I have no report that any of them is in bad health. 

(c) and (d) Correspondence with Mr. Brojen Pal has not been per- 
mitted as he is not related to the detenu and as it is not desirable to 
permit this. 

(e) No such application has been received by Government. 

if) The cases of these detenus will be considered according to the 
policy I have recently announced. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state with regard to answer ( e ) whether an appli- 
cation by Maulvi Mohammed Abdur Bazzaq Khan was not suppressed 
by his immediate custodians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble 
Minister made any enquiries to ascertain whether any such application 
was actually submitted by him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our question was whether his application was 
received by Government and his answer is “no.” 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I asked whether it has 
been actually suppressed and the Hon’ble Minister wanted notice. I 
am now asking whether the Hon’ble Minister made enquiries as to 
whether anj such application was given and suppressed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is obvious that the ' 
question was whether Government received any application and I said 
“no.” There was no necessity for further enquiry. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir, that 
whan I asked the question whether Government received an application 
of this nature it is up to Hon’ble Minister to explaij* whether the 
application was suppressed being’ in possession of the fact that the 
application was made. I ask, therefore, and I would like the Hon’ble 
Minister to answer to my question whether Government has made any * 
enquiry into this question. > 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am' afraid, it would be impossible to hold that, 
because certain question is put in a specified form, therefore, the 
Minister, as a matter of compulsory action on his part, must go lower 
down to the limit to find out all actions of omissions and commissions 
in this respect. You can put a supplementary question and he may 
answer it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that Maulvi Mohammed Abdur Razzaq Khan is a detenu, under deten- 
tion, has the Hon’ble Minister made any inquiry to ascertain whether 
any such application was suppressed by his immediate custodians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That question does not 
arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that in view of answer (/) whether the charges levelled 
against these five persons are such as to warrant their detention in jail 
after conviction for a period of more than seven years? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that it is an 
expression of opinion and a hypothetical question and it is covered 
by my answer to (/). 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the fact that these 
persons were suffering detention since 1930, why their cases have not 
been considered as yet? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Cases are being consi- 
dered. There are three thousand detenus and what is more in the past 
their cases have been considered. According to the policy announced 
by me their cases are being considered and I cannot tell whether it has 
been considered or not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’bler 
Minister be pleased to state that as Mr. Brojen Pal is guardian of 
Mr. Abdul Momin, whether this relationship is not sufficient between 
the two to correspondence allowed between them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not 
accept the proposition that Mr. Brojen Pal is the guardian of Mr. Abdul 
Momin. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why Government do not accept this fact 
and why they rule it out as impossible? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sufficient material has 
not been produced before them to establish the fact that Mr. Brojen 
Pal is guardian of Mr. Abdul Momin. 


Allowances to detenus. 

•226. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state if any extra allowance over and above the usual 
monthly pay is allowed to the employees of the Government serving in 
the Western Duars in the district of Jalpaiguri and in Terai in the dis- 
trict of Darjeeling very commonly known as “Duars allowance” and 
“Terai allowance”? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the reasons under which such allowances are 
given to the Government officers are similarly applicable to the detenus 
residing under detention in these parts? 

(, d ) If the answer to clause (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of making provisions for such allow- 
ance to those detenus? 

(e) Is it a fact that the cost of living in those parts of Jalpaiguri 
and Darjeeling districts is very high, and as these parts are ver^ 
unhealthy, will the Ilon’ble Minister consider the desirability of enhanc- 
ing the present allowances allotted for the detenus under detention ir 
these parts to enable the detenus to have a better living? 

(/) Is it a fact that every detenu’s quarters are supplied with suit- 
able latrine? If not, why not? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Ministe: 
contemplating taking necessary steps to provide with suitable arrange 
ment for latrines in the quarters of the detenus where there is none! 

(ty Is it a fact that applications received from the detenus are care 
fully attended to and replied within reasonable time. -"a** 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to pass neces 
sary orders to departmental heads dealing’ with the detenus to givi 
reply to any and every letter received Ahem and that v^ithin thi 
shortest sDace of time? 
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The Hon’fcle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) This special pay is granted in view of the prevalent climatic 
conditions and the cost of living. 

(c) No. 

(d) and ( e ) In fixing the allowance Government take into considera- 
tion the circumstances referred to in (c). I have no reasons to believe 
that the allowance made to detenus in these areas is inadequate for the 
supply of their wants. 

(/) and (i g ) Government have not received any complaints about the 
absence of suitable latrine arrangements. If any such complaints are 
received, they will be carefully considered. 

(h) Yes. 

(?) Does not arise. 

Number of constables in Bengal Police, Calcutta Police and in Railway 

Police. 

*227. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, separately, the total number of constables in — 

(?) Bengal Police (excluding Railway Police) ; 

(ii) Calcutta Police; and 

(???) Railway Police? 

(b) What is the number of Bengali constables in each of the said 
forces ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say if he considers it 
desirable to stop any further recruitment from non-Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(c) The existing rules already provide that in enlisting constables 
to the unarmed branch of the police force, preference should be given 
to Bengalis whenever possible, provided they possess the necessary 
physical and other qualifications. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and ( b ) of starred question 

No. 227. 



Total 

strength 

Number 

of 

- 

of con* 
stables. 

Bengalis. 

Bengal Police (excluding Railway Police) 

19,594 

7,965 

Calcutta Police *+ 

4,996 

256 

Railway Police 

786 

123 


42 
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Mr. MOHMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly enquire 
why in the district of Mymensingh schedule caste members are not taken 
as Bengal Police on the ground that there is no suitable arrangement 
for the untouchable classes for the preparation of food? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is one of the 

difficulties so far that stood in the way of recruiting schedule caste 
people to the unarmed branch of the Police force in Bengal. 

Durbars at the time of the last Bengal Legislative Assembly Election 

in Midnapore. 

*228. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the number of Durbars held by the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore throughout the district between the date of 
filing of nomination papers and the date of polling in connection with 
the last general election to the Bengal Legislative Assembly? 

( b ) Is the Government aware that all these Durbar speeches of the 
District Magistrate were directed to influence the people against voting 
for the Congress candidates? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate taking steps to prevent a recurrence of such actions by the 
district authorities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Eight. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he had any opportunity of examin- 
ing the Durbar speeches of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. After all, the 
Congress candidates have got in and I do not see why there should be 
a row about it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: This is not a fair 
answer at all. 

w 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has categorical^ denied 
that he had any opportunity of examining these speeches. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN? Those speeches have 
been examined by responsible officers other than the District Magistrate. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the name of the responsible officer? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; in the public 
interest I cannot do so. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of those Durbars were held in the aadar 
station of the constituency which I had the honour to represent here? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of these Durbar speeches and what 
was the purpose of holding these Durbars immediately preceding the 
elections ? 

The Han’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Basumati and the Anandabazar Patrika wanted to send their 
representatives to the Durbars to record the speeches of the District 
Magistrate but were not allowed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not, aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (6), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that people were dissuaded from 
voting for the Congress candidates? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got no official 
information about it. 

Representations by the Muslim leaders of Chittagong. 

*229. Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Muslim leaders of Chittagong made various attempts 
from 1933 to 1935 to wait on deputations on the District and 
Divisional authorities and on the Deputy Inspector-General 
and Inspector-General of Police to represent their grievances 
but no reply even was given to their letters ; 

(u) that in April, 1935, the Islam Association of Chittagong sent 
representations to His Excellency the Governor through 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin, m.l.c., sending copies of the 
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same to the then Muslim members of the Cabinet and subse- 
quently the Islam Association and the Chittagong JDistrict 
Muslim League sent joint representations to Government 
and on the 30th August, 1935, a mass meeting of the 
Mussalmans held in the Muslim Hall sent resolutions to 
Government in all of which discontent of the Mussaljnane 
' was expressed ; and 

(in) that on the 25th September, 1935, the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the then member of the Legislative 
Council, being approached by the Muslim leaders of Chitta- 
gong sent a letter of about 50 pages to the Hon’ble Sir 
R. N. Reid, the then Home Member? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
representations of the Islam Association and the District Muslim 
League, Chittagong, the resolutions of the mass meeting of the Muslims 
of Chittagong, and the letter of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, and state what 
actions, if any, were taken by Government on those representations? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) I have no informa- 
tion. 

(ii) and (???) There is no record of the receipt of such representations 
or letters in the Home Department. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie himself was a member of the Cabinet in 
1935? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea^d to state whether he himself got any representation or letter of 
that kind? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have said that I have 
got no official information ; whatever I may have got, I have got in my 
private capacity. 

NfjUlIvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in the year 1935 several Moslem police officers 
were either dismissed, suspended or degraded in ChittagongP 


The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state iPthere was a high feeling prevailing in the district of Chittagong 
in 1935 as a result of dismissal of a Deputy Superintendent of Police 
and several Sub-Inspectors? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no .official in- 
formation. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any information as to the letter was asked for 
from Khan Bahadur A. Momin and the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy after 
receiving the notice of this question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, 

I have got no information that the Home Member asked for these 
letters. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if several Moslem police officers were dismissed, suspended or 
degraded after the Chittagong Armoury Paid Case? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ilonble Minister be pleased to 
state who was the Superintendent of Police in Chittagong in 1935? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
Bengal Tanning Institute. 

*230. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, since 1934 — 

( i ) how many students passed from the Bengal Tanning Institute, 

Calcutta ; 

(ii) how many of them were Muhammadans; 

(Hi) ho*ir many of them were provided with posts and whereby 
(iv) whether any of them has started a firm of his own: and 
(r) if so, what is that number? 

(b) How many officers are there in the institute? 

(c) How many of them are Muhammadans? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Four, viz., one part-time officer holding gazetted rank and 3 
non-gazetted experts. 

(c) None. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question $o. 230. 


Number of 
students passed 
from the Bengal 
Tanning Insti- 
tute since 1 934. 

Number of 
passed 
students 
who were 
Muham- 
madans. 

Particulars of passed students pro- 
vided with posts. 

Number of 
passed 
students 
who have 
started firms 
of their 
own. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1934 . . 4 

1935 .. 7 

1936 . . 7 

18 

3 

(1) under Messrs. National 

Tannery Co., Ltd., Calcutta . . 5 

(2) Under Messrs. Cooper Allen 

& Co., Cawnpore . . 2 

(3) Under Calcutta Chrome Tan- 
neries, Ltd., Calcutta . . 1 

(4) Under a tannery at Unao 

(United Provinces) . . 1 

(5) As a temporary demonstra- 

tor under the Department of 
Industries, Bombay . . 1 

(6) As a temporary Exhibition 
Supervisor (Tanning) under 
the Department of Industries, 

Bengal . . 1 

11 

4 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether he considers the desir- 
ability of removing the Muslim grievances by appointing Muslim 
officers there? 

The Hovt’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, it is a request for action. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With reference to answer (6), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when these four appointments 
were made? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HAB1BULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

These appointments were made by the pervious Government. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, will you kindly state whether 
a request for action cannot be made in view 

Mr. SPEAKER: It depends entirely on the form in which the 
question is <put. 


Chaukidars and dafadars in Bengal. 

•231. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department- be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of (1 ) chaukidars; and (2) dafadars in the 

province of Bengal; and 

(b) what amount was spent in the year 1935-36 on account of 

their salaries? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The total number of 
chaukidars and dafadars for the year 1936 was 75,174. Separate 
figures for chaukidars and dafadars are not available. 

(6) The figure for .the financial year is not available, but inclusive 
of the charges for equipment, the total cost of chaukidars and dafadars 
for the year 1936 was Rs. 54,41,484. 

Money spent for the prosecution of Rai Bahadur Dalip Narain Singh, 
ex-M.L.C., of Bihar. 

•232. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state how much public money was spent for the unsuccessful and sensa- 
tional criminal case against one Rai Bahadur Dalip Narain Singh, 
ex-member of the Legislative Council of Bihar, in the district of 
Darjeeling last year? 

(b) Is it a fact that police submitted a final report on the 1st May, 
1936, stating that there was no evidence to prove the said case? 

(c) Is it a fact that the alleged accused was a respectable old man 
suffering from cardiac troubles and asthma and was not keeping good 
health ? 

(d) If the answers to (a), ( b ) and ( c ) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister 1 be pleased to state why was the alleged accused com- 
mitted to hajat in spite of his- bail application? And why was tfeis 
waste of public money in these days of deficit? 
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The Hom’ble Khwaj%8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No public money was 
spent for the prosecution of the case as it did not come up for trial. 

( b ) Yes, as there was not sufficient evidence to prove the case. 

( c ) Yes. He is said to be an asthmatic patient. 

( d ) As he was accused of serious non-bailable offences under sec- 
tions 366 and 366A, Indian Penal ^ode, the court did not think it 
proper to release him on bail. There was no waste of public money in 
this case. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that Rai Bahadur Dalip 
Narain Singh is a respectable citizen of Monghyr and is an-or-M.L.C. 
and maintains at a great cost a refuge for women at Darjeeling? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He does not maintain 
at a great cost any refuge at Darjeeling. As regards the rest of the 
question, the answer is in the affirmative. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hobble Minister aware 
that this Rai Bahadur contributed large sums of money to various 
charitable institutions including the institution at Darjeeling? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Why you are putting this question; how does it 
come in? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am putting these questions with 
a view to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister that this gentleman 
is a well-known man in Darjeeling and the police there had some 
grudge against him for certain matters in connection with the ad- 
ministration of the Women’s Home and they deliberately put him in 
a lock-up and the Public Prosecutor actually tried to prove his guilt 
and refused to give him bail, although he was there for reasons of 
health 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In spite of the statement 
which Dr. Sanyal has made, I must state that the facts are entirely 
wrong. The Rai Bahadur was not allowed bail by the trying Magis- 
trate and the police had nothing to do with it. It makes very little 
difference how much may be his charitable donations; but when alle- 
gations are made under sections 366 and 366A it is always advisable not 
to grant bail in a case where the witnesses can be got at, and it was 
entirely within the power of the trying Magistrate tb refuse bail and 
the police had nothing to do with it. 



questions: - 


1741 


1937 .] 


Mr.P. B^HERJI: Is it not a fact that ther#was no case of abduc- 
tion but that this hill girl was married — 


% 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to know any facts, you can put a 
question, but as regards the nature of the offence the matter is entirely 
for the Court to decide. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If, as the Hon’ble Minister says, 
the police had nothing to do with the bail application, may I know 
at whose instance this gentleman was arrested and prosecution was- 
started, if not, actually followed, later on. 

The Hoit’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Complaint was made by 
the girl and then action was taken. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it was a police case or a Magistrate’s 
case ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Naturally, as it was a 

case under sections d66 and 366A, it was a police case. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the prosecution wanted to see that the bail was refused and the 
gentleman was made an accused under these sections intentionally P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would cut short this 
matter and advise Dr. Sanyal to go to the Rai Bahadur and find out 
the facts. I stand guarantee to anything I say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
ask whether the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister is consistent 
with parliamentary practice P 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I consider it is consistent 
with the question, because you have asked questions about the general 
conduct of those who are concerned. We are concerned only with 
specific questions. Now that you have raised that question I cannot 
allow you to put any more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As the Hon’ble Minister advised 
me to see the gentleman, I may state that I have personally seen him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question at all. I must say that when 
putting a question you should not make any statement. I am quite 
prepared to admit a question if it is in the proper form. 

Dr. NALINAKiSHA SANYAL: Sir, I will put it in the propel 
form. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that I had been to Monghyr on 
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the 6th of July last and saw Rai Bahadur Dalip Singh jperao&ally and 
he wept before me and said that all the charges again^*him were 
malicious. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think that by any stretch of imagination 
the fact can come within the cognizance of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of the 
fact that Dr. Sanyal went to Monghyr or anything definitely about 
what happened there. I had also seen the Rai Bahadur and had 
personal conversation with him. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the bail application was opposed by the police, 
and if so, on what grounds? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The bail application 
was not opposed by the police. 


Clerks in the office of the Commissioner of Police in the Upper and 
Lower Divisions. 

•233. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state what is the number of clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, in the Upper and Lower Divisions, respectively? 

(b) How many of them are Mussalmans? 

(c) How many clerks have been appointed in each of the years 
1933, 1934, 1935, 1936 and the last 7 months of 1937, respectively? 

( d ) How many of them are in the upper grade and how many in 
the lower grade? 

(e) How many of each such grade are Mussalmans; 

(/) Is it a fact that of the recruits, majority are close relations of 
the clerks of the upper grade? 

(g) If not, is there any such? 

( h ) If so, how many? 

( i ) Who is the appointing authority in all such cases? 

( j ) Was the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal in 
charge of such appointment before? 

(fc)^If so, when was the change introduced? 

S) 

( l ) Is the Government desirous of placing charge of appointments 
back upon the Finance Department? 

(m) If so, when? 
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The Wkte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 20 in the Upper 
Division af*5^106 in the Lower Division, excluding 4 cashiers, 8 typists 
and 2 stenographers who are borne on separate cadres. 

(6) Onejjta the Upper and 33 in the Lower Division. 


(c) 1933-34 ... ... ... 7 

1934- 35 ... ... ... 0 

1935- 36 ... ... ... 2 

1936- 37 ... ... ... 9 

Current financial year ... ... 1 


(d) Upper Division 8 and Lower Division 17. 

( e ) Upper Division 1 and Lower Division 13. 

(/) No. 

( g ) and ( h ) Yes, 6. 

(i) Deputy Commissioner of Police, Headquarters. 

(;) Yes, recruitment in that office was temporarily made from 
candidates who passed the Secretariat Clerkship Examination. 

(k) From August, 1935. 

(Z) No. 

(m) Does not arise. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answers (c) 
and will the Hon’ble Ministei he pleased to state why recruitment 
ceased to he made on the basis of merits of candidates in the Secretaiiat 
Clerkship Examination? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answers (g) 
and (h), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire whether there 
was any clique between the appointing authority and the clerks concern- 
ed so that led 

Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be any “so that” in a question. 
You cannot supply any reasons when you ask for information, thiough 
a supplementary question. I want to know what is your question. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I want to know whether there 
was any relationship between the appointing authority and the clerk 
concerned which led to shutting out more desirable candidates. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 
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. Maillvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Honble ^Minister kindly 
enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZitriUDDIN: I do nut t4mk there' is 

any justification for enquiry. After all, relations of pelip^ officers are 
not debarred from appointment in the Police Department* 

Maillvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister “Be pleased to 
state how many of these people are relations of police officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would * refer the 
honourable member to my answers to {g) and (h). 

Criminal case against one Santosh Banerji and three other young men 

in Faridpur. 

•234. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware — 

(i) that a criminal case under section 110 of Criminal Procedure 
Code was started by the police of Naria police-station in the 
district of Faridpur against one Santosh Banerji and three 
other young men of the locality in or about the month of 
January, 1935; and 

(it) that the Sessions Judge of Faridpur held that the case was 
false and acquitted the accused? 

(b) Is it a fact that while the said case was proceeding the Super- 
intendent of Police of the district went on tour to Naria and in the 
evening on or about (he Kth February, 1935, caused the appearance 
before him in his steam launch of three young girls belonging to 
respectable families of the locality, one a widow and the other two of 
marriageable age? 

(c) Is it a fact that curfew order was in force in the locality at that 
time restraining all male Hindus between the ages of 15 and 45 from 
coming out of their homes after the evening? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the said Superintendent of Police wanted those 
girls to give evidence as prosecution witnesses in the aforesaid criminal 
case? 

(e) Is it a fact that a subordinate of the said Superintendent of 
Police aimed a revolver at the breast of one of those girls saying that 
she must give evidence ? 

(/)*is it a fact that the said three girls were kept detained the whole 
night on boats attached to the steam launch of the said Superintendent? 

(g) Is it a fact that the following morning one of those girls was 
carried away in boat towed by a River Police launch to a distant 
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Tillage called Tulashar and kept detained there for 2 days, and the 
other two set free? 

( h ) If thtf*1mswers to clauses (b) to ( g ) are in the affirmative, will 

the'Hon’ble 3£inistefr be pleased to state whether any steps have been 
taken to ade<fti£tely punish the said Superintendent and his subordinates 
who acted ,his direction? If not, why not? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to direct an open inquiry 
into the subjeot-matter of the question? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khawja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) The Sessions Judge discharged the accused on the ground that 
evidence was insufficient. 

( b ) No. 

(c) No. A curfew order came into force in some of the villages of 
the locality on of about the 22nd February, 1935. 

(d) to (g) No. 

(/?) and ( i ) Do not arise. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to ques- 
tion ( d ), who was the Police Superintendent in Faridpur in 1935? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Did the Superintendent of 
Police, Faridpur, ever go to Naria while the case was proceeding? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a great sensation amongst the public of the locality 
over the molestation of some girls while the case was pioceeding? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There were many com- 
plaints but not of the kind Deferred to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Superintendent at the place at the time was one Mr. Doha and that 
there was a girl called Anima who had been asked to interview this 
Police Superintendent under circumstances not very happy? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’bie Minister*^ aware 
that this girl Ainitna had developed certain signs aftei which she had 
to be married to a man who had been given a post of constable under 
that Superintendent? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to make an open enquiry into a charge of this nature? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope, Dr. Sauyal, you are taking the respon- 
sibility for these statements of fact. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it is very wrong 
that when no allegations have been made by the party concerned, an 
enquiry should be held. It is only under the privileged position of 
this House that such allegations are being made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have definitely put to the Hon’ble 
Minister whether he is prepared to make an open investigation into 
this matter on his own personal roponsibilitv and not obtain reports 
from departmental officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is extremely incon- 
venient to hold an enquiry at this stage. What is the good of making 
an enquiry into a matter which happened three years ago? 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that this officer is still in service, and in view of that a serious charge 
of this nature requires a public enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Why not go to a court 

of law? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it for the Labour 
Minister to answer every question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not only I am aware 
that he is in service but that he is the recipient of King's Police 
Medal. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks, cashiers, stenographers, typists and press 
establishment in the office of the Commissioner of Police. 

*235. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state the total 
number of Hindu and Muslim — 

(0 clerks (including Upper and Lower Division); 

(it) cashiers; 



.QUESTIONS. 


1767 


1987.] 


(Hi) stenographers; 

(iv) typists; and 

(v) press establishment, etc., 


in the office of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of. 
vacancies for the last 7 years in each cadre, that were filled by — 

(i) Hindus; 

(it) Muslims; and 

(Hi) relatives of Superintendent and Head Assistant, respectively? 


(c) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of Police is of opinion that 
qualified Muslim candidates were not available for the above appoint- 
ments? 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what is his objection to 
refer the vacancies to the Public Service Commission and Finance- 
Department or to refer the vacancies to recognised Muslim Association 
as ordered by Government. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on 

the table. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) of starred question 

No. 235. 



Present strength. j 

How vacancies filled during 
last 7 years. 


Hin- 

dus. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

Total. 

Hin- 

dus. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Relatives 
of Super- 
intendent 
and Head 
Assist- 
ant. 

Clerks 

92 

33 

1 

126 

23 

37 

1 

: 

Cashiers 

4 



4 

4 




Stenographers 

1 


1 

2 



1 

-2 each. 

Typists 

6 

2 


8 


2 

! 


•Press establishment 

6 

1 


♦8 

1 

1 

> 



♦One poet of Press establishment is vacant. 
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Sub-Inspector Babu Girindra Nath Slngha. 

*238. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
>in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether 
* is a fact — 

( i ) that Babu Girindra Nath Chakravarty, Sub-Inspector of Police, 

is in charge of Tarakeswar thana for over five years; 

(ii) that taking advantage of his unusually long stay there the said 

sub-inspector has been unduly influencing local opinion in 
favour of Provat Giri, a candidate for Mohuntship of 
Tarakeswar ; 

(Hi) that the said sub-inspector tried to influence Duniadar Ali 
Bagua and Sj. Sripati Hazra, both residents of Tarakeswar, 
in preventing them from giving evidence on behalf of 
Brahman Sabha against the said Provat Giri ; 

(iv) that on the 5th June last, a band of goondas , alleged to be 
hired by Provat Giri, attacked Nagendra Nath Mazumdar, a 
local Congress worker, and the said sub-inspector took no 
action whatsoever even when informed of the above assault; 
and 

( v ) that fhe said sub-inspector showed similar indifference to 
maintain law and order when on 28th May last about 100 
goondas attacked Nagen Babu? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of trans- 
ferring the said sub-inspector from Tarakeswar at an early date? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Sub-Inspector 
Girindra Nath Singha (not Chakravarty) has been in charge of the 
thana since November, 1932. His tenure of office at the thana has been 
specially extended in the public interest. 

(ii) to (v) No. 

(b) He will be transferred in due course when his services are no 
longer required at the thana in the public interest. 


Mr. 8U KUMAR DUTTA: What is the nature of the public 
interest for which the tenure of the Sub-Inspector has been extended? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He managed the thana 
extremely well. 
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SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUE8TION AND ANSWER. 

Number of employees in the Factories Department. 

*236A. Maulana Md. ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Will the Hon’bTe 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the following particulars: — 

(i) the total number of employees in the Bengal Factories 
Department excluding the menials; 

(it) the grades of their services; and 

(Hi) the total number of Muslims in each grade? 

( b ) If the number of Muslims in the Department is not up to the 
required percentage, what steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose 
taking to increase the Muslim representation in future recruitment in 
each grade? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) (?), («') and (Hi) A 
statement is laid on the table. 

( b ) The question of future recruitments of Muslims in those grades 
where the^ are insufficient in number is under the consideration of 
Government. 


Statement referred to m the answer to elause (a) of short-voiced starred 
question hy Maulana Md. Abdul Aziz , M.L.A. 


Grades. 

Number of 
posts. 

Number of posts 
held by 

Chief Inspector 

1 

Muhammadans. 

Nil 

Inspectors 

4* 

Nil 

Certifying Surgeons 

2** 

Nil 

Clerks — 

Upper Division . . 

4 

Nil 

’ " Lower Division . . 

9 

1 

Typist 

.. 4 

1 

Total 

. ‘ >28 

2 


*One post vacant, to be filled up. 

**One post has been left vacant indefinitely. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: May I know when the Government 
will increase the Muslim representation in this department? 

43 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The entire matter is 
under the consideration of Government and I hope Government will be 
able to frame its policy in the near future. 


- Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to short-notice ques- 
tions, may we know your ruling if short-notice questions must involve 
some kind of urgency? Otherwise if such questions are allowed to be 
put, other important tilings might be barred out. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So far at least as this session is concerned, owing 
to the large number of quesions that we have to deal with, it is not 
possible for us to examine them. We send them on to the Ministers 
concerned for their consent and, if their consent is received, the short- 
notice questions are allowed. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

River Nowkhali. 

235. Babu PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(?) that under the rural development scheme Its. 14,000 was allot- 
ted to the District Board, Khulna; 

(i r t) that the amount sanctioned was spent towards the re-excava- 
tion of some parts of the river Nowkhali; 

(lit) that the head-water did not reach the Nowkhali; and 

(?r) that if the head-water does not reach the Nowkhali, the scheme 
upon which the amount has been spent will have no effect 
upon the locality? 

(b) If the answers to clause (a) are in the affirmative*/'Vi|l. the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government is considering 
the desirability of taking any further step in the matter? If so, what? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (?) to (in) Yes. 

(iv) No. The project aims at improving the local drainage by 
removing the earthen dams across the Nowkhali Khal and will effect 
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considerable improvement in the sanitary condition of the locality 
which is now very malarious. 

(b) No. 


Secretary, Khulna Central Co-operative Bank. 

236. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a)Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
aware that the Secretary of Khulna Central Co-operative Bank was a 
candidate for election to the Bengal Legislative Assembly? 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the amount the said Secretary drew as travelling allowance and 
daily allowance from the bank in the financial year 1936-37 ; 

(ii) the dates for which such travelling allowance and daily allow- 
ance he drew; and 

(Hi) the places, the thaas, the subdivisions he visited during the 
period ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to hold an enquiry if there was mis- 
use of public money? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Mullick): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) No travelling or daily allowance was drawn by him from 
the bank. 


(ii) Does not arise. 

(in) The information is furnished below: — 


Name of place visited. 

Date of visit. 

Thana. 

Subdivision. 

1. Birat ^ 

5th November, 

1936. 

Batiaghata 

Sadar, Khulna. 

2. Birat Uttarpara 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

3. hafe^bikhola 

6th December, 

1936. 

Do. 

Do. 

4. Bhanderkota 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Magura Ghona Dak- 
shinpara and 

Uttarpara. 

• 

31st October, 

1936. 

Dumuria 

Do. 


•a* 


(c) Does not arise. 
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Number of scheduled caste clerks in the offices under the 
District Judge, Nadia. 

237. Babu LAKSHMI NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of scheduled castes in the offices under the 
District Judge of Nadia as (1) Upper Division clerks, (2) 

. - Lower Division clerks ; and (3) Menials ; 

the total number of (1) Upper Division clerks; (2) Lower 
Division clerks; and (3) menials; 

(Hi) the number of persons appointed in service (since) January 
1932 as (1) Upper grade clerks, (2) Lower grade clerks, and 
(3) menials, year by year? 

(b) Is it a fact that the number of scheduled castes employed under 
the District Judge of Nadia is below the standard fixed for the schedul- 
ed castes? 

(c) If the answer to clause (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
to make up the standard? 

(d) Is it under the contemplation of the Government to revise the 
standard of percentage for the scheduled castes under this department 
keeping in view theii number and just claims? 


MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 


Bahadur): (a) (i) (1) 1, (2) 11 and (3) 12— total 24. 
(it)— (1) 1&, (2) 88 and (3) 169— total 277. 

Upper Lower 


(tii) Year. 


grade 

clerks. 

grade 

clerks. 

Menials. 

1932 


1 

2 * r ; 

,, Nil 

1933 


1 

2 

Nil « 

1934 


Nil 

5 

6 

1935 


2 

2 

10 

1936 


5 

7 

1 

1937 

Total 

1 

10 

2 

20 

31 

48 


(b) No definite percentage of posts is fixed for this district. A 
copy of Government (Appointment Department) Circular No. 9898A., 
dated the 21st September, 1936, on the subject fixing percentages of 
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vacancies to be filled relating to ministerial appointments only is laid 
on the Library table. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The matter is under consideration so far as it concerns the 
Department under my charge. 

Babu Chaitannya Kumar Biswas, Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police. 

238. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department 
aware — 

(i) that Babu Chaitannya Kumar Biswas, an Assistant Sub- 

Inspector of Police, while posted at Raj ora police-station 
within Madaripur subdivision of Pa rid pur district, was 
convicted and sentenced to a fine of Rs. 150 in a criminal 
case arising out of his interference with the election of the 
president of Hoshenpur Union Board within Madaripur 
subdivision in 1935, and has since been dismissed from 
service ; 

(ii) that during the trial of the case there were serious disclosures 

that in making abuse of his powers as a police officer the 
said Chaitannya Kumar Biswas acted under direction of 
Maulvi Komoruddin Ahammed who was then in charge of 
the said police-station Rajora and under whom the said 
Cbaitannya was then serving; and 

(//?) that in the judgments of both of the trial court and the 
appellate court there were serious comments against the 
conduct of the said Komoruddin Ahammed. 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that after the disposal of the case against 

the said Chaitannya the Superintendent of Police, Faridpur, 
recommended a punishment for the said Komoruddin by 
degrading him for *3 years at a reduced pay; 

(ii) whetfeer* it is true that thereupon the Government called for 

a report from the District Magistrate, Faridpur, as for the- 
reasons foi which such a lenient punishment had been 
recommended for Komoruddin though in view of the dis- 
closures of his conduct in the trial of the case against 
Chaitannya, he deserved a more severe punishment than 
that Chaitannya had been given ; and 

(Hi) whether dt is true that thereupon the District Magistrate, 
Faridpur, in difference with the recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Police, recommended the dismissal of the 
said Komoruddin? 
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(c) If the answers to (b) are in the affirmative, will the Hpm’ble 
Minister be pleased tG state whether the Government are prepared to 
ascertain why the Superintendent of Police recommended such a lenient 
punishment for the said Komoruddin? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the whole 
file in the matter of the said Maulvi Komoruddin Ahammed with all 
the reports and recommendations of all officers who had occasion to 
deal with the case? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) There is no proof that the Assistant Sub-Inspector, Chaitannya 
Kumar Biswas, acted under the direction of the Sub-Inspector Komor- 
uddin Ahammed. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Inter-departmental communications and correspondence 
between local officers and Government are treated as confidential and 
their contents cannot be disclosed. 

(d) No. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Ts it not a fact that Sub- 
Inspector Kamrudin was dismissed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that this does 
not arise out of this question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, it arises out of questions 
(b) (?'), (h) and (Hi). 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
such departmental communications and correspondence between local 
officers and Government are treated as confidential and that their con- 
tents cannot be disclosed. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it not a fact that he was 
dismissed and that he has been reinstated very recently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am stating that he is 
in Government service at the present moment. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I know, but I ask whether it 
is a fact that he had been dismissed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
dismissal until an officer is finally dismissed. 



QUESTIONS. 


1775 


1987. J. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
again to let this House know whether Kamruddin was first dismissed 
and then reinstated subsequently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Mr* SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I submit that this House is 
entitled to be treated with more respect than it has been treated with 
by the Home Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have given the answer 
and I have also said that the recommendations of the departmental 
office] s are treated as confidential. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May T submit that the wa\ in 
which the Hon’ble Minister has been answering the last three questions 
of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas would have been characterised as fencing 
if made before a court of law? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These questions and the 
supplementary questions are meant for eliciting information and not 
for cross-examining the Minister. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I submit to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Hon’ble Minister is not entitled to make that observation when 
the question has been allowed by you? 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is with regard to your term “fenc- 
ing. ’ I would have given a ruling if you had not used that word. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister know, 
as a matter of fact, that the Sub-Inspector was dismissed at a certain 
stage ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
I am not sure of my facts, and I have asked for notice. 

List of projects to be taken up out of the Road Development Fund. 

239. Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communication and Works Department be pleased to 
state— 

(?) whether the list of projects to be taken up out of the Road 
Development Fund have since been finally selected; 



1776 


QUESTIONS. 


[22nd Sept. 


(it) whether the Trunk Road from Pabna to Bihar boundary via 
Bogra, Rangpur and Birganj (Route No. 14) as per align- 
ment suggested by the Special Officer with the concurrence 
of the District Boards and District Magistrates of different 
districts; and 

(Hi) the North Bengal Highway from Berhampore to Darjeeling 
via Godagari, Birganj and Siliguri (Route No. 13) have 
been included in the list so selected? 

(b) If the answers to clause (a) are in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the mafter is expected to be taken 
up and finally settled? 

(c) Is it a fact that even after the final selection there will be con- 
siderable delay in actually starting those two projects particularly 
(a) (it)? 

( d ) Is it not a fact that the development schemes are proposed to be 
taken up in order of importance for the entire province of Bengal? 

(e) If so, in what probable year, Route No. 13 and Route No. 14 
aie likely to be taken up? 

(/) Are the Government aware that most of the existing bridges on 
the proposed alignment No. 14 passing through the Rangpur district 
are rickety and not quite safe even for light motor traffic and that in 
spite of their best endeavours, the District Board is unable for want of 
funds to take up the necessary repairs in hand and will rather be 
obliged to close some of them at least for such traffic in near future? 

(g) Is it not a fact that this alignment, specially the portion 
between Bogra and Rangpur, is very important for inter-district com- 
munication as it taps the most important jute centres hitherto uncon- 
nected by railway? 

(, h ) Is it not a fact that the motor traffic of the district will be 
greatly impaired if the bridges of this alignment, which is otherwise 
motorable in all seasons, are thus closed? 

(■ i ) Is it not a fact that the Road Development Fund is derived out 
of additional tax on petrol? 

(;) If so, what is the approximate amount spent out of this fund 
for road improvement in North Bengal specially at Rangpur up till 
now ? 

(k) Will the Government, in view of the fact that Rangpur District’s 
share of contribution to the fund is very heavy owing to extensive motor 
traffic, be pleased to consider the desirability of allocating a substan- 
tial amount every year out of this fund in improvement of the bridges 
according to sanctioned plans on these approved schemes so as to give 
immediate relief to the public contributing to the above fund? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) ( i ) No. 

(it) and (in) These roads have been included in the tentative list 
of trunk roads. 

(b) After the receipt of the report of the Special Officer. 

(c) Some delay is inevitable. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Nothing can be stated definitely at present. 

(/) I have no information about District Board roads. 

(g) to (i) Yes. 

(j) North Bengal — Its. 10,02,547 and Rangpur — Nil. 

(k) The matter will receive due consideration. 

Representation for the construction of a bridge near Serajganj station. 

240. Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communication and Works Department aware 
that the inhabitants of some 9 or 10 villages between the stations 
Serajganj Bazar and Serajganj made repeated representations to the 
Railway authorities for the construction of a bridge and a culvert on 
the railway embankment and road near Serajganj station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities to these matters? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The subject will he considered. 

Sj. Manindra Nath Some. 

241. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department consider the 
restrictions imposed upon Sj. Manindra Nath Some when released, a 
bar to secure a job in these days of hard competition and struggle? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of removing them at once or com- 
pensate them in the shape of monthly allowances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The gentleman has 
been released unconditionally. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Arms Act case against Maulvi Mohammad 8hariff Khan. 

242. Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that a case 
has been instituted under the Arms Act against Maulvi Mohammad 
Shariff Khan, a Municipal Commissioner of Howrah, for the alleged 
possession of cartridges? 

( b ) Is it a fact that in delivering the judgment Mr. Haider, Deputy 
Magistrate of Howrah, who tried the case held — * 

(i) that the case was false; 

(ii) that the cartridges in question had been planted in the house; 

and 

(Hi) that a relentless vendetta was being carried on against Maulvi 
Mohammad Shariff Khan ; and 

(iv) that at a largely attended public meeting presided over by 
Mr. Khwaja Nooroodin, m.l.a., held at the Howrah Town 
Hall, resolutions were passed asking for an enquiry into the 
whole matter? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, is proposed 
to be taken in the matter for the protection of Maulvi Mohammad 
Shariff Khan after due enquiry? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the evidence of a witness 
for the Grown was to the effect that the Public Prosecutor and the 
investigating officer had called the witness to the Public Prosecutor’s 
house to induce him to give false evidence? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) to (Hi) The trying Magistrate held that the case was false; 
that the cartridges were planted by unknown persons and that a 
vendetta was being carried on against Shariff Khan by his private 
enemies. 

(iv) Yes. 

(c) An enquiry will be made and action to be taken will depend on 
the result of the enquiry. 

(d) Apparently one witness, Lakhi Kanta Dutta, stated that “last 
night I had been taken to the house of Pankaj Babu and from there to 
the house of Amulya Doctor at Howrah by Brindaban Babu. In the 
house of Amulya Babu I was told by Brindaban Babu that I might be 
in difficulty unless I depose in this case.” 

The Public Prosecutor has reported the witness’s statement of 
having been taken to his house to be absolutely false. The witness was 
allowed by the Court to be cross-examined by the prosecution. 



1987 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


1779 


Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: With regard to answer (c), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a demand of enquiry was made three 
years ago and that so far there is no indication that an enquiry has 
been held? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN: I have already stated 
that an enquiry will be made and the action io be taken will depend on 
the result of that enquiry. 

Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Will (he Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to give an assurance that the enquiiy proposed will not be held 
by Police officers as serious allegations have been made against them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. The enquiry will 
be held by ihe District Magistrate. 


Number of persons in Bengal detained without trial under the Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. 

243. Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of persons from Bengal now detained without trial 

under (1) the Bengal Eegulation III of 1818, and (2) the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Acts; 

(ii) the number that are (1) males, and (2) females; 

(Hi) the localities in which they are detained ; and 

(iv) the number that have been released since the 1st April, 1987? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) On the 12th Septem- 
ber the number was 1,868, including 489 persons in home internment 
and excluding 86 in training camps. There are also some persons under 
21 years of age. whose movements have been restricted by District 
Magistrates under section 2A of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. The number of these was 148 at the end of August last. 

(ii) Ten are females and the rest are males. 

(in) I am no^ prepared to give this information. 

(iv) 504 on conditions or without conditions. This includes a num- 
ber of persons who had been conditionally released before the date 
mentioned. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How many were released 
since 1st April, 1037 ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there are about more 
than half a dozen statements in which I have given figures. These 
figures can be all changed from day to day and there will be half a 
dozen further statements in the course of answering questions in this 
session. A monthly statement will be issued. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
know that this House is entitled to know the position every day when 
a question is put, rather than from time to time? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We find placed on the 
table certain demands in connection with supplementary grants for 
expenditure. Under section 79 of the Government of India Act, we 
are not only entitled to refuse to assent to a demand but we are also 
entitled to send motions for reduction. How can we send motions if 
these demands are coming up to-morrow? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can send them to-day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will you be prepared 
to accept them on short-notice? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under the rules, three days’ 
interval must be left between the presentation of a supplementary 
budget and the demands for grant. I find that we got them on the 
20th afternoon at 5 p.m. and it will be taken up on the 23rd. So, it 
does not give three clear days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, I shall take this matter up when the 
question arises. 


Croatian af loan funds. 

244. Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communication and Works Department be pleased to 
state if the loan fund proposed to be created by capitalising a portion of 
the Motor Vehicles Tax proceeds has since been created? 

(b) If so, what is the amount so far raised in this fund? 
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( c ) How many projects have so far been selected to be taken up out 
of this fund? 

(d) Is it a fact that the construction of a bridge over the river 
Charalkata at Tangonmari in the district of Rangpur is one of them? 

(e) Is it a fact that this important project has been pending for a 
long time and is ready to be started immediately, the plan and estimate 
having already been sanctioned by Government? 

(/) If so, when do Government propose to provide necessary fund 
to start this work? 

(g) If the reply to clause (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are being taken by Government 
to create such a fund ? 

( h ) Is there any chance of raising sufficient money in this fund 
within the current year to start this long pending work of constructing 
the bridge over the Charalkata at Tangonmari in Rangpur District? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

( c ) Five. 

(d) and ( e ) Yes. 

(/) When the loan fund is created, if it is created at all. 

(g) It was decided by the previous Government to raise a loan by 
capitalising a portion of the Motor Vehicles Tax Fund for the con- 
struction of this and other bridges in the province. The subject is 
under the consideration of the present Government. 

{h) The chance is somewhat remote. 

Recruitment of Bengali ordinary and literate constables from the 
district of 24-Parganas. 

245. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state— 

( i ) the number of bona fide Bengali — ordinary and literate — con- 

stables recruited during the last five years in the District 
of 24-Parganas and their communal proportion; and 

(ii) whether it is the present policy of Government to recruit more 

( bona fide) Bengali constables, both ordinary and literate? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to issue necessary orders to the appointing 
authorities ? 
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(<?) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that in the District of 24-Parganas a waiting 
list of constables, both literate and ordinary, is maintained 
in the police office and from that list recruitments are made ; 
and 

(ill whether it is a fact that such list contains the names of 
majority of non-Bengali candidates? 


(d) If the answer to ( c)(ii ) is in the affirmative, will th$ J^pn’Jjle 
Minister be pleased to issue orders to the Superintendent of Polite, 
24-Parganas, to prepare a fresh list of candidates containing the names 
of only bona fide Bengalis? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to fix the proportion of 
Hindu and Mussulman (Bengali) constables, both ordinary and literate, 
to be recruited every year in the District of 24-Parganas? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The total number 

of bona fide Bengalis enlisted as constables in the District of 24-Par- 
ganas during the last 5 years is 171, of whom 122 were Hindus and 
49 Muhammadans. 

; ( ii ) There is no separate rank of literate constables. In enlisting 
constables to the unarmed branch of the force, the present policy of 
Government ds to give preference to Bengalis, provided they possess 
the necessary physical and other qualifications. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) (i) Yes. 

(ii) and (d) The list is being revised in accordance with the latest 
older of the Inspector-General of Police. 

(e) The matter has not yet been considered. 


Externee Babu Aghore Chandra Das. 

248. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how long Babu Aghore Chandra Das, son of the late Eai 

Charan Das, of Darua, police-station Contai, in the District 
of Midnapore, has been externed from the District of Midna- 
pore ; 

(ii) whether the said externee, Babu Aghore Chandra Das, applied 

on the 12th June last, to the District Magistrate of Midna- 
pore, for permission to go home to see his wife lying on her 
death-bed ; 
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(Hi) whether he sent a reminder to the said District Magistrate on 
the 14th June last : 

( iv ) whether he again sent a wire on the 17th June last to the said 
District Magistrate reminding him of his previous applica- 
tions and seeking permission to go home to see his wife 
lying on death-bed; 

( v ) whether his wife died on the 18th June last: and 

(vi) whether he got permission on the 19th June last? 

(<&),lf the answers to (a) (ii) to (r) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who is responsible for Aghore 
Babu’s not being able to have a last sight of his wife before her death? 

(c) In how many days does a letter from Calcutta reach Midnapore? 

(d) On which date did the District Magistrate of Midnapore get 
Aghore Babu’s application and on which date did he take action on it? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the wife of the said Aghore 
Chandra Das has died leaving small children ? 

(/) Do the Government consider the desirability of removing 
externment order from the said externee so that he may return home 
and take care of his children ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) I understand that the 
facts are as follows: — 

(i) Babu Aghore Chandra Das was externed, with effect from the 
30th October, 1933. 

(ii) to (b) and (d) When the letter of Aghore Chandra Das was 
received on the 13th June, asking for permission to go to Oontai to see 
his wife who was said to have been ill for about a year, the general 
question of cancellation of the externment orders was under examina- 
tion. It was thought that in view of the protracted illness of the lady 
a few days’ delay which the decision on the general question would 
involve would make no difference. 

No reminder was received on the 14th, but when a telegram was 
received on the 17th June, the District Magistrate took action immedi- 
ately and passed orders granting the externee permission to go to Con- 
tai subject to certain officers seeing his order before issue. The Dis- 
trict Magistrate went out on tour on the 18th morning. When on the 
18th the telegram was about to be issued the externee’ s address could 
not be ascertained. An express letter was immediately sent to the 
Officer-in-charge, Oontai police-station, who was asked to ascertain 
the address locally and" lend a telegram communicating the permission 
granted by the District Magistrate. This he did on the 19th morning. 
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( c ) Letters from Calcutta reach Midnapore in one day if posted in 

time. 

( e ) Yes. 

(/) The order of externment has been withdrawn with effect from 
the 6th August, 1937. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, have you got anything to say about 
the point, I mean whether the amendment of Mr. Surendra Natli 
Biswas is admissible or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I still 
maintain and submit for your consideration that it is not admissible, 
because, as I tried to point out yesterday, clause 6 only deals with 
giving retrospective effect to certain provisions in section 26G with 
regard to mortgages entered into prior to the year 1928. That is the 
only change that we are suggesting now. The amendment moved by 
Mr. Biswas seeks to bring about a change also with regard to mort- 
gages entered into after 1928. He wants to do away with the distinc- 
tion between a complete mortgage and any kind of mortgage. So, 1 
submit, Sir, that it is not, strictly speaking, within the scope of the 
Bill clause. That is my submission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y esterday we were discussing the scope of section 
26G of the Bengal Tenancy Bill as regards the admissibility of cer- 
tain amendments moved, on which Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas spoke 
and I gave him permission tentatively to move his amendments an 
being within the scope of the Bill — a very important question. I have 
since then very carefully considered the points raised by the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy. Section 26G was a new provision 
enacted by the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 1928, and the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will probably remember, as both he and 
myself in the Bengal Legislative Council as then constituted, had our 
respective contributions to make towards the discussions that this 
limitation of mortgage by occupancy-raiyats was an integral part of 
the provision of landlord’s transfer-fee which was for the first time 
enacted in the Act of 1928. The Objects and Reasons for this limita- 
tion on mortgage were that occupancy-raiyats may. not avoid the pay- 
ment of the transfer-fees to the landlords by entering into a form of 
usufructuary mortgage which might, for all. practical purposes, be 
taken as transfer. To-day the situation* is changed. Landlord’s 
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transfer-fee has been totally abolished at the instance of the Revenue 
Minister and there is a right of free transfer given to occupancy- 
raiyats. The objects behind the limitations on mortgage of oecupancy- 
raiyats have therefore gone. In that view any retention for this 
limitation on mortgage by occupancy-raiyats in the Tenancy Bill must, 
therefore, be taken as a substantive change, and therefore it is open 
to this House to consider fully the bearing of this limitation of mort- 
gage on occupancy-raiyats. I am not entering here at all into the 
merits of the Government’s retention of this limitation, which is not 
my function. All I am concerned with is to find out the exact scope 
of clause 6, flhd I feel that in view of the abolition of landlord’s 
transfer-fee, section 26G as a necessary consequence must be con- 
sidered on its own merits and as such it is open to the House to give 
the fullest consideration to the provision of this section. I had 
already enunciated the principle that amendments have also to be con- 
sidered among others from the point of view of giving a workmanlike 
design to the Bill and having abolished the landlord’s transfer-fee 
the House has the undoubted right to consider this limitation and its 
effect on the occupancy-raiyats as a whole. 

I fully appreciate the points raised by the Ilon’ble Revenue 
Minister. Unfortunately the Statment of Objects and Reasons does 
not give any explanatory reasons for clause 6. Sub-section (2) ( 1 ) (a) 
of clause 6 enunciates that usufructuary mortgages subsisting after 
the 1st August, 1937, but entered before the Bengal Tenancy Amend- 
ment Act of 1928 shall be deemed to be complete usufructuary mort- 
gage for a certain limited period. That being so, as I read this sec- 
tion in the Bill with reference to section 26G of the Act, I feel that 
prior to 192§ occupancy-raiyats had probably the right to enter into 
any form of usufructuary mortgage and if it is now desired that such 
mortgages should be effective only for a limited period, it undoubtedly 
opens the entire status of occupancy-raiyats at least with reference to 
those who entered into usufructuary mortgage before 1928. I do not 
go so far as to deny that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister lias put up 
some plausible reasons for holding the amendment proposed as outside 
the scope of the Bill, but it appears to me that there is equally good 
reason to the contrary and in a matter of this character I should follow 
the general principle that the decision should be in favour of the 
right of this House to consider the amendments on their merits and 
not in favour of any restriction unless I am convinced definitely that 
the matter is without question beyond the scope of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In view of what 
has just fallen from you I do not think I need pursue that matter 
any further. But’ I would just point out, Sir, one fact that section 
26G was introduced in the amending Act of 1928 not in the interests 
bf landlord’s transfer-fee but in the interests of the tenants. (Cries 
44 
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of “Never, never” from Congress members.) This fact was made 
abundantly clear in the speech of Mr. Sachse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned in whose interests it was dQne, 
but it was a necessary consequence of transferability. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: You have just 
said, Sir, it was introduced in the interests of landlord’s transfer- 
fee — 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. I said it was introduced as a necessary 
consequence of transfer-fee. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In view of your 
ruling, Sir, I do not think that I should pursue that point any further. 

Mr. NISH I TH A NATH KUNDU: May I draw your attention tha, 
amendment No. 426 to clause 6 of the Bill was passed over? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I will look into this point later. Let me 
now finish all other amendments to clause 6. 

I take it, Mr. Biswas, you have moved your three amendments? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 4611 is beyond scope. 

Mr. SPEAKER (to Mr. P. Banerji): Mr. Baneiji, I find that one 
part of your amendment No. 874, I refer to section 26F, is not necessary 
and the deletion of section 26(1 has already been moved by Mr. Biswas. 
So, I do not think it is necessary for you to move this motion, but 
you can speak on the amendments moved by Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I do not move it then. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will consider this amendment later, but all these 
amendments are now open to discussion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I speak now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

t 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: May I reply, 
Sirf 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I rise on a point of 
information with regard to clause 6? I submit that there is an 
absurdity in the provisions contained in the proposed sub-section (5) 
under sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 6 and proposed sub-section (• la ) of sub- 
clause (2) of clause 6. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. If there is an absurdity, I cannot help it. You 
must take the consequences. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, if these two sections are 
read together, it would appear that in section (J) it is stated that 15 
years will apply even in the case of those instruments where there is 
no registration. There it has been stated that nothing shall be deemed 
to have been extinguished on the expiry of the period mentioned in 
the instrument of the mortgage or of fifteen years, whichever is less, 
from the date of the registration of the instrument or where there is 
no , registered instrument from the date of the mortgagee’s entering 
into possession and the mortgagor shall thereupon become entitled to 
possession of the mortgaged holding and he may, if he is not forthwith 
given possession, apply to the court or to a revenue officer to be reslored 
thereto. That shows, Sir, that even if there is no instrument or no 
document, 15 years will be computed from the date of entry into 
possession. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR ROYS Which clause we are dis- 
cussing now? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl! He is referring to pro- 
posed sub-section (5) of sub-clause (6) of clause 6. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In proposed sub-section (5) to 
section 26G it has been stated that fifteen years will be computed if 
there is no instrument from the date of the mortgagee’s entry into 
possession, and in this proposed sub-section (5) there is also a refer- 
ence to proposed sub-section (la), and there it has been stated that it 
shall be deemed to have taken effect as a complete usufructuary mort- 
gage for the period mentioned in the instrument or for fifteen years, 
whichever is less. That is fifteen years will be computed. But from 
which period? I submit, Sir, that the expression “fifteen years” must 
be made clear. Where there is no registered instrument, then fifteen 
years will be computed from the date of the mortgagee’s entry into 
possession . 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I know, Sir, 

fo which part of {he clause he is referring? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: As I understand the position, he wants to find out 
the difference between the proposed sub-section (S) of sub-clause (6) 
of clause 6 and proposed sub-section (la) of sub-clause (2) of clause 
and says that the language used in both these cases is not uniform. 
In one case you have referred to the limitations to run from the d&te 
of actual possession of the usufructuary mortgage, while in another 
case you have referred to fifteen years without considering how it is to 
begin. He wants to point out this difference.- 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir, it 
is quite clear that where there is an instrument, the period of fifteen 
years should begin from the date of the registration of the instrument, 
and where there is no instrument, from the date of possession. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Mr. Datta, the best thing for you would 
have been to give notice of an amendment on the line you have fallowed 
now. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: If the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think that will do. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the motions 
moved by my friend Mr. Biswas, and in doing so I must first point 
out to the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister that complete usufructuary 
mortgage is now a dead letter. You, Sir, rightly pointed out that it 
was in the fitness of things that clause 26G should be automatically 
extinguished. But instead thereof the Hon’ble Minister has suggested 
and wants to bring in this amendment. I will just tell him, Sir, what 
has been the net result of this usufructuary mortgage ever since the 
Act was introduced from the 1st of April, 1929. As I pointed put and 
as I shall prove in a minute, Sir, complete usufructuary mortgage has 
been absolutely a dead letter. It is not certainly in the interests of 
the tenants of which the Hon’ble Minister has just now made so much. 
It does not take a minute to understand this very simple thing. I must 
say from my own experience and from the definite enquiries that I 
made in my constituency that, ever since the Tenancy A6t was intro- 
duced in 1929, ever since then not a single complete usufructuary 
mortgage has been registered in my constituency, and why? Because 
the tenants found that it was not to their interest. Sir, there is one 
other thing that must also be brought to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Minister. He thinks that complete usufructuary mortgages generally 
take place between the landlord and the tenant; as it was made clear, 
Sir, this has absolutely gone out of the picture. Nor dt> such mort- 
gages take place between creditors and tenants; but it is absolutely 
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between tenant and tenant. In districts where there have been such 
mortgages as usufractuary mortgage when the tenants approach some 
creditors for money they get it even on a simple mortgage. The^ 
tenants have their properties absolutely at the discretion of the creditors 
giving them the right of it by mutual agreement just as in the case 
of usufractuary mortgage. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Lest there be any misunder- 
standing, I beg to withdraw my motion No. 410 which says that clause 
( 6 ) be deleted. My motion for deletion of clause 261) remains and 
the latter part goes out. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: If no loan is secured on a portion of the land, 
the tenant has to mortgage the whole of his property. He will be 
landless for 15 years. Thus the object of the clause to give relief to 
the tenant who transfers the whole of his property will be frustrated. 
For 15 years he has to remain landless. No purpose will be served by 
retaining this provision. It is well known that rural credit will be 
entirely disorganised, if the word “complete” be retained. In my 
constituency there has been not a single complete usufractuary mort- 
gage. I fail to understand why the Hon’ble Minister should not 
accept the amendment of Mr. Biswas. What is the difference between 
his amendment and that of Mr. Biswas. Mr. Biswas wants to delete 
the word “complete” and substitute by “any kind of usufructuary 
mortgage.” If the Hon’ble Minister is keen on giving relief to the 
tenants, he ought to accept this amendment. Before the introduction 
of this clause in 1929 what was the state of affairs? In case of a simple 
or usufructuary mortgage if any tenant came forward with the money 
that was advanced within 60 years, he was entitled to get back his 
property. The Hon’ble Minister suggests that, it does not stand in 
the way of usufructuary mortgage in any way, and it is quite possible 
to majre any sort of arrangement in the interest of the tenant. In 
this clause we are giving them power of selling the whole tenantry; 
but why should we restrict them only in the matter of raising loans. 
The result of this limiting their right Ivould be that they would not 
be able to get loans and would be compelled to sell their property 
and thus they will become landless. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Minister is not in the interest of 
the tenants. The Hon’ble Minister in spite of his protestation about 
looking to the interest of the tenant, he as a zamindar, was unwilling 
to give any relief to the tenant but was compelled to do it- 

The Hon’ble .Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: To do what? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: To do all these things. I ihere is still time 
for the Hobble Minister to reconsider 1 the m^ttef* end * accept «*4he 
amendment of Mr. Biswas. i 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as I 

understand Mr. Biswas, he sticks to his motion for deletion of section 
26G and withdraws his motion for deletion of (6) of the Bill. Now, 
what are the rights conferred by section 26G of the Act? Section 26G, 
I venture to submit, was introduced in the Act of 1928 not in the 
interest of the landlord’s transfer-fee but in the interest of the culti- 
vator, and this is perfectly clear from the speech delivered on the 
occasion by Mr. Sachse, then Secretary, Revenue Department, and now 
Member, Board of Revenue. He said * ‘provision t „ about complete 
usufractuary mortgage is entirely for the benefit of the bona fide 
cultivator” : that is what he said. It was not introduced as some of my 
friends on the other side of the House try to maintain, in the interest 
of the landlord’s transfer-fee. So with the deletion of clause 26G the 
benefit that was conferred on the cultivators by the Act of 1928 will 
also disappear. Now, let us analyse what was the benefit conferred by 
2GG. Section 26G lays down that the raiyat should not enter into any 
other form of usufractuary mortgage but complete usufractuary as 
defined in the Act itself and a debt will be considered to be liquidated 
within 15 years. If the period is more than 15 years, then it will be 
considered an illegal contract. After 15 years the mortgagor will get 
back his land. As is well known to the members of this House, there 
are innumerable instances in this province where the poor raiyat has 
been compelled to place his land under usufractuary mortgage for a 
large number of years and though the money that was taken had been 
completely liquidated he did not get back his land. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be convenient if you finish your 
speech after the adjournment. I must adjourn the House for prayer. 

The House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as I was 
submitting that section 26G was put into the Amending Act of 1928 
entirely in the interests of the cultivators. (A Voice: Question.) 
You may question it, but please have the patience to listen to me. It 
was introduced entirely in the interests of the cultivators and not in 
the interests of the landlords and certainly the mahajans were not very 
pleased with this amendment. There are innumerable instances in 
this province where a poor tenant placed his land, which is his little all 
in this world under usufructuary mortgage for quite a large number of 
years. The mortgagee has been enjoying the usufruct of the land for 
several years and still the debt is not liquidated. It was considered a 
very great hardship and in the interest of the agriculturists this amend- 
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an example. Take for instance an acre of land producing 18 maunds 
of paddy. The value of 18 maunds of paddy even in the present 
market should be taken at Rs. 1-8 per maund will be Rs. 27 and I will 
take Rs. 12 as the price of straw — Rs. 4 per bigha — that is not a very 
high price; so the total amount comes to Rs. 39, say, Rs. 40, that is 
the gross produce. Now, if we deduct 50 per cent, of that as the cost 
of cultivation and rent, the balance is Rs. 20. Now what is the value 
of Rs. 20 in the present market ? According to the calculation table, 
I think at 8 per cent, the value would be 8J times or, say, Rs. 170. 
Nobody would advance as much as Rs. 170 on an acre of land at 
present. Mind that Rs. 170 is the full value of the land. So even 
if 50 per cent, is advanced the value comes to Rs. 87. Now the 
mortgagee has been enjoying the usufruct at the rate of Rs. 20 annually 
for 15 years, still that Rs. 87 that was advanced is not yet liquidated in 
some cases. The rate of interest that he has been enjoying is accord- 
ing to my calculation 20 per cent. So is there any reason why the 
period should be unlimited. It is only fair to the poor tenant that a 
time-limit should be put. It may be argued that if you put a time- 
limit and compel the tenant indirectly to enter into one form of 
mortgage, namely, a complete usufructuary form of mortgage, then 
you cripple his credit. J maintain that really I do not, because it is 
more in the interest of the tenant that ultimately he should get back 
his land rather than that he should ultimately lose his land. So that 
is not really reducing his credit, but in the long run increasing his 
credit. That is my argument. 

Sir, I am surprised that my friend opposite should be the mover of 
an amendment like this. This amendment should have come from a 
person who has got the interest of the mahajans at heart, but as the 
hon’ble member professes that he is the champion of the Tenants, of the 
poor agriculturists, he should have been the last person to move an 
amendment of this character. Sir, 1 would maintain that this is one 
ot the principal benefits that the Bill proposes to confer on the agricul- 
turists, in fact the benefit was conferred by the Act of 1928. What I 
now suggest is to give this provision a retrospective effect with 
reference to mortgages entered into before 1928 but still subsisting; 
that is my proposal. So the deletion of 2GG from the Bengal Tenancy 
Act will be an act of definite unkindness to the mortgagor, namely, the 
poor cultivators. With these few words I strongly oppose the amend- 
ment. 

With regard to the point that was raised by Mr. Dutta that whereas 
111 sub-clause (6) of clause 6 it is mentioned clearly that “15 years, 
whichever is less 'from the date of registration of instrument, or where 
there is no registered instrument, from date of the mortgagee’s entry 
lnto possession and the mortgagor shall thereupon become entitled 
” There is no mention in sub-clause (la) with regltrd to’^ases 
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where there is no instrument. I just beg to point out that here we lay 
down in sub-clause (la) a general law, whereas in sub-clause (5) we 
lay down a law more clearly and the conditions under which the 
mortgagor will get back his land. So it is not necessary to mention 
these details in (la). That is the distinction. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU! Sir, I beg to move that in 
section 6, clause (£), the last two lines, in paragraph 2 of the said 
clause (5) after tbe word “date” commencing with the words “Of the” 
till the end of the sentence, be substituted by the words “on which the 
mortgagee receives from the mortgagor or his ''duly authorised agent a 
notice of demand for delivery of possession by virtue of his rights under 
this Act, and the word “from” in line 10 of clause (5), paragraph 2, be 
substituted by the word “till.” 

Sir, in moving amendments Nos. 426 and 427 I submit that the 
Government amendment proposes to give restrospective effect to this 
section and proposes to give compensation to the mortgagor if the 
mortgagee retains possession even after the period of the mortgage. 
There have been two amendments moved by Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 
one for deletion of section 26G and another for amending the clause by 
removing the words “a complete” and substituting them by the words 
“any kind of” usufructuary mortgage. His ground is that this 
section 26G of the Bengal Tenancy Act was in the Statute Book to 
secure realisation of landlord’s fee in case a raiyat would give the 
transaction a colour of usufructuary mortgage, but in fact would make 
an out and out sale. That might be, Sir, but this section is also 
required for safeguarding the interest of the raiyat-mortgagor against 
the undue privilege that a raiyat-mortgagee, or for the matter of that 
ally mortgagee to take over him out of his helplessness when 
he goes to borrow money from the mortgagee. So, the necessity of 
this section was also for the sake of safeguarding the raiyat-mortgagor. 
If we delete that section, certainly we deprive the raiyat-mortgator of 
the advantage he derived from this provision. So, I oppose the deletion 
of section 26G. The question of amending the provision by the 
substitution of the words “any kind of” is not free from difficulty, 
because if there is a provision like that, it may be that after 15 years 
the interest will only be satisfied and the mortgator in order to satisfy 
his principal money will have to sell away some portion of the holding. 
So it is not very safe to say, at least we cannot definitely say, that by 
putting in the w;ords “any kind of” before the words “usufructuary 
mortgage” it will give a raiyat-mortgagor a real benefit. 

My friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, was telling us that we 
should look to the interest of the creditor-raiyat. So far as the interest 
of the raiyat-creditor is concerned, the interest of one who accepted an 
usufructuary mortgage after .1928 will not be prejudiced, because when 
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he accepted the mortgage he knew that his principal and interest would 
be liquidated after 15 years, and he must have advanced such sum as 
along with the interest would be liquidated within 15 years. Certainly, 
the rights and obligations that were treated by the parties by their own 
acts before 1928 are going to be taken away by the Government amend- 
ment; these rights and obligations were created by the parlies by their 
own acts and at the time these were created these were not illegal; 
those rights are now going to be taken away by this amendment. So, 
Sir, equity demands that the mortgator should, before asking for 
compensation frj&in the mortgagee, be required to give a notice to the 
mortgagee, and if after the receipt of the notice the mortgagee still 
retains possession, he will certainly be asked to compensate the 
mortgagor. For the purpose of removing this inequity I move my 
amendments Nos. 42G and 427. By these amendments I have tried to 
icmove this inequity. I can only request the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister, if possible, to accept by amendments and to remove this 
inequity. 

Sir, the other day I moved an amendment under section 2GC only 
to point out that the Bill was inexhaustive even in respect of its provi- 
sions in regard to the right of transfer by raiyats, because raiyats at 
fixed rents have been left out of consideration and they form a large 
number of our cultivators in this province. There are also all sorts 
of raiyats in the khas mahals who have been left out. What I want 
to do by these amendments is that we should try to remove the defects 
as far as we can by making the provisions of the Bill consistent, reason- 
able and equitable. My amendments only require that the mortgagor 
should give a notice to the mortgagee before the former is entitled to 
compensation. 

Sir, with these observations I commend my amendments for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall have to put now all the amendments. I 
tbink that if the members will kindly place the Bill in front of them, 
1 shall be able to explain to them in a summary way as to the bearing 
°f the Bill of the amendments which have been moved in this House, 
although it is not an easy task. 

The first is that section 26G be deleted altogether ; this is tiot neces- 
sary because this 'wants to make a substitution. 

There is a motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, viz., that section 
26G be repealed altogether. ' Then there is another motion of Mr. 
Biswas, viz M that clause 6 be deleted. 
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Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8; Sir, I beg leave to withdraw 
this amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As I have said, there remains the first paragraph 
of Mr. Biswas’ amendment No. 468, where he wants to add at the end of 
sub-clause (1) of clause 6 of the Bill the words ‘‘beyond 15 years from 
the date of the mortgagee’s entry into possession of the mortgaged 
land.” 

Then, if you turn to sub-clause 2 {la) of clause 6 and refer to Babu 
Upendra Nath Barman’s motion No. 451, you will find that he wants to 
substitute the word “no” for “every”. In the second part he wants 
to delete the last 3 lines beginning with the words “shall be deemed” 
and ending with “whichever is less” and substitute in their place 
“shall be effective after 15 years from the date on which the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 came into force”. 

The next amendment is that moved by Maulvi Sadaruddin Ahmed 
in which he wants to insert after the word “mortgage” in the penulti- 
mate line of the same sub-clause the words “excepting such 
usufructuary mortgages as are for a period of fifty years or even entered 
into in lieu of kobala”. 

The next is No. 428 of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai in which he wants 
to substitute “25” for “15”. 

Then comes No. 432 of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl in which he wants to 
make the period 12 in place of 15 in the Bill. 

Then comes the second part of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas’ amend- 
ment No. 468, in which he wants between the sub-clauses (a) and (b) 
of sub-clause (5) of the said clause 6 the following shall be added, 
namely : — 

(al) for the words “a complete” in clause (a) of sub-section (4) 
of section 26G of the said Act the words “any kind of” shall 
v be substituted; 

(a2) the word “or” appearing at the end of clause (a) and the 
entire clause (b) of the said sub-section (4) of section 26G 
of the said Act shall be omitted. 


Then comes Mr. Biswas’ amendment No. 467, in which he wants to 
substitute the words “any kind of” for the words “a complete in the 
first line of section 26G. 

Then comes the amendment No. 452 of Babu Upendra Nath Barman, 
.which wants that in clause 6^) in proposed section 26G (5) in line 12 
for the words “from the date of the registration of the instrument’ ’ the 
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words “from the date on which Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 
1928 came into force” be substituted. 

Then comes No. 430 of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw 
amendments 

In sub-clause (2) of clause 6 of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937, for the word “fifteen,” the word “twenty-five” shall he 
substituted. 

In paragraph ( b ) of sub-clause (5) of clause 6 of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, for the word “fifteen” the word 
"twenty-five” shall be substituted. 

In sub-clause (6) of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937 — 

(a) for the word “fifteen” in line 14, the word “twenty-five” shall 
he substituted. 

(b) the words “or where there is no registered instrument, from the 
date of mortgagee’s entry into possession” in line 15, and the words 
“or to a Revenue Officer” in line 21 shall be omitted. 

(c) the words “or Revenue Officer” in line 38 shall be omitted. 

The amendments were by leave of the House withdrawn. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then comes the amendment of Babu Upendra 
Nath Barman (No. 452), in which he wants that in clause (>((>) in 
proposed section 26G (5) in line 12 for the words “from the date of 
the registration of the instrument” the words “from the date on 
which the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 came into force” 
be substituted. 

Then comes No. 453 moved by Mr. Barman, in which he wants to 
insert the words “or the transferee from the mortgagee’s” after the 
word “mortgagee’s” in line 15 of section 26G (5) in clause 6 ((>). 

The next (No. 454) is of Mr. Barman in which he wants to insert the 
words “whichever is later” after the word “possession” in line 15 of 
the said section. 

Then come the amendments of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, Nos. 426 
and 427. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

That in clause (5) for the word, the figure and letter “And 26F” 
the word, figures 'and letters “26F and 26G” be substituted. 

Ihat at the end of sub-clause (I) of clause 6 of the Bill the words 
.heyond 15 years from the date of the mortgagee’s entry into posses- 
S1() n of the mortgaged land” shall be added. 
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That in clause 6 ((<?) in proposed sub-section (la) of section 26G 
in’ line 8 after the word “mortgage” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘ ‘excepting such usufructuary mortgages as are for a period of 
fifty years or over entered into in lieu of kobala ” . 

That in clause G ( ( 2) in line 2 for the word “every” the word “no” 
be substituted and in lines 6 to 9 for the words beginning with “shall 
be deemed” and ending with “whichever is less” the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“shall be effective after 15 years from the date on which the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 came into force”. 

In clause 6(tf) in proposed section 26G (5) in line 12 for the words 
“from the date of the registration of the instrument” the words “from 
the date on which Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 came into 
force” be substituted. 

In clause 6 (6) in proposed section 26G (5) in line 15 after the word 
“mortgagee’s”, the words “or the transferee from the mortgagee’s” 
be inserted. 

That in clause 6 in the proposed sub-section C2) (la) of section 2GG 
the words “fifteen years” shall be substituted by “twelve years.” 

That in section 6, clause (J), the last two lines, in paragraph 2 of 
the said clause (5) after the word “date” commencing with the words 
“Of the” till the end of the sentence, be substituted by the words “on 
which the mortgagee receives from the mortgagor or his duly authorised 
agent a notice of demand for delivery of possession by virtue of his 
rights under this Act”, and the word “from” in line 10 of clause (5), 
paragraph 2, be substituted by the word “till.” 

That in section 6, clause (6), for the words “the mortgagor became 
entitled to be restored to possession” at the end of the clause (6), 
substitute the words “the mortgagee received from the mortgagor or 
his duly authorised agent a notice of demand for delivery of possession”. 

The following motions were, by leave of the House^ withdrawn:— 

That for the words “a complete” in the first line of section 2GG 
of the said Act the words “any kind of” shall be substituted. 

Between the sub-clauses (a) and (b) of sub-clause t5) of the said 
clause 6 the following shall be added, namely: — » 

(al) for th& words “a complete” in clause (a) of 3ub-section (4) 
of section 26G of the said Act the wordi^ “any kind of” 

• shall be substituted ; ^ K 

(a2) the word “or” appearing at the end of clause (a) and the 
entire ‘‘clause (b) of the said sub-^eqtion {4} of Section 26G 
of the said Act sliall be omitted. ' 
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That in clause 6 (6) in proposed section 2$tx (5) in line 15 after the 
word “possession” the trords “whichever is later” be inserted. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 6 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Mr, SPEAKER! Before I take up the next item I should like to 
speak a word in connection with what Sir Bijoy has said about my 
ruling, viz., that it was entirely for the benefit of the landlord. It 
has a certain effect on the House. I should like to read to him the 
latter part of Mr. Sachse’s speech to which he did not refer. 

****** 

“The provision is also for the benefit of the landlord, because it 
will mean that the mahajun except for a small loan will not be willing 
to take a usufructuary mortgage instead of buying the land straightway. 
Therefore there is less chance of the landlord being deprived of his 
sain mi by mortgages taking the place of sales to a large extent.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The main point 
that wanted to draw your attention to was 

Mr. SPEAKER: My point wa s that that section has a definite 
connection with the landlord’s right regarding transfer and this reply 
of Mr. Sachse definitely supports that. 

Clause 3. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I purpose 
to move a short-notice amendment that section 2C>A of the said Act be 
hereby repealed. I do so because it is unnecessary now to have this 
section 26A. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. This motion is not in order, because there is a new section 20C. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But section 26C is only an opeiating section and 
h provides that every transfer of a holding of an oceupancy-raivat or 
portion thereof shall remain. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It refers to 
oceupancy-rightSkinade after the 1st of April, 1929, so it is unnecessary 
now. It 

was otiljf to point out that it referred to occupanoy*raiyataris 
created, after the 1st of April, 1929. Those sections have now been r 
deleted, so I do not think it becomes necessary. 



Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister 
has brought iwa jiew section 26C instead of the old section, (A voice: 
And also sectidn 26G.)*’ How the new section goes? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Surely, Sir, this is a drafting amendment which 
could be indicated by the Secretary to the Assembly after the Bill has 
been passed. It is a purely consequential matter, and I do not think 
we need waste the time of this House over this matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is not a consequential 
matter. It vitally affects the section. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are forgetting one fact Mr. Chaudhuri, 
viz., that so long probably section 26A 1 was necessary because in some 
of the sections there was no mention as to w T hom it was operating upon. 
Now in section 26C, which has been carried, it is said that it is operat- 
ing upon the transfer of a holding id an occupanoy-raiyat. So, that is 
why Mr. Biswas thinks it necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Act 
came into operation from the 1st of February, 1929. So, I do not 
think it is any more necessary. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, is not clause d wholly of a 
consequential character ? It does not change the law in any way. So 
that is only a consequential clause. Therefore, we need not discuss it 
on that ground. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Secretary cannot do it, as has been suggested 
by Mr. Millar, because the mover wants that section 26A be repealed. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as this question is concern- 
ed, I agree with Mr. Millar that this may be left over for the time 
being, as there is apprehension or rather misapprehension pa the 
subject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is that what Mr. Millar suggested? In any 
case, if the Hon’ble Minister wants to press his amendment, I cannot 
resist it and I shall then have to put it to the House. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I just want to 
explain that the operation of this section was necessary on the 1st of 
April, 1929, that is, with reference to occupancy-holdings. Now, that 
’section is exhausted j it is no longer necessary; and that is why 1 * 
have suggested this amendment. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the' House is that for clause 
the following be substituted, namely, “(3) section 2QA ^of the said Act 
is hereby repealed.” * ** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, stands part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHAR ESWAR ROY: Sir, I beg formally to 
move that in clause 7 the figures and letter “26H” be omitted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The question that clause 7 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 


Clause 8. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I think this amendment is out of scope. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I, too, am of 
lliat opinion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is out of scope. I have gone through all 
these matters in clause 8 and find that amendments Nos. 485, 486, 487, 
488 and 489-496 are beyond scope. I should be glad to hear the mem- 
bers concerned what they have to say on the point that these are out 
of order. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: We say, Sir, they are in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please explain how they are in order? 

Mr* DH1RENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to submit that amend- 
ments No. 489-496 are in order, because by this Bill a new section, viz., 
section 47A, is sought to be inserted, applying the provisions of chapter 
VII to under-raiyati tenancies created before or after the commence- 
ment of the Tenancy Act, 1928. It is a new section altogether, and 
by this new section the provisions of this chapter VII are sought to be 
introduced to apply to all under-raiyati tenancies created after the 
commencement of the Act of 1928, but the amendments that are sought 
to be moved by us want to say that the provisions of this chapter VII 
will apply except 'certain sections of chapter VII, viz., clauses (&), ( d ), 
a nd (e) of section 48C and section 48D. I beg to submit, Sir, that in 
this view they are certainly in order, because a new section is sought 
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to be introduced applying* Hie provisions of this chapter VII to under- 
raiyati tenancies created after 1928. “Now, Sir, according to our amend- 
ments I want to* $ay that the provisions of this chapter will apply #xcept 
clauses (a), (d) and ( e ) of section 48C. So, they come within thepqr- 
view of this Bill, and accordingly my submission is that they are in 
order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
submit that what is sought to be conferred by this amending Bill is to 
give retrospective effect with regard to certain rights conferred under 
chapter YII on under-raiyats. That is the sole object of this amending 
Bill. Doubts were expressed in some of the High Court decisions as 
to whether these rights were conferred actually on uncfer-raiyatai^ 
created before 1928. Now, the amendments propose to confer further 
rights on under-raiyats which is not sought to be done in this Bill, 
that is why I submit that these amendments are entirely 'outside the 
scope of the Bill. My Bill only proposes to give retrospective effect to 
those rights which were conferred on a certain class of under-raiyats 
under chapter VII. That is all, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, let me read, in 
this connexion, the first paragraph of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. In that statement the Hon’ble Minister in charge states that 
some of the existing provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act have been 
found to operate rather harshly on the cultivators. Here, I should 
like to point out that “cultivators” also include under-raiyats. Second- 
ly, Sir, the object of the Bill, lie says, is not to attempt a radical reform 
of the existing system of land tenure but to lessen the burden on the 
cultivator by making such amendments to the law as appear to be most 
urgently required. Sir, I shall point out that my amendment is practi- 
cally intended to lessen the burden on the cultivator. Thirdly, he 
says that among the leading provisions of the Bill will be found certain 
items for the improvement of the condition of the cultivators. 
Apparently, the Hon’ble Minister has not exhausted all possible items, 
but has touched only some important items for lessening the burden of 
the cultivators and reducing their hardship. Sir, an under-raiyat is 
certainly a cultivator, and he is suffering from many hardships, and 
my amendment is intended to lessen some of those hardships. The 
under-raiyat is the real tiller of the soil, but the under-raiyat is under 
sub-section (a) of section 48C liable to ejectment on the ground that 
he has failed to pay an arrear of rent. The honourable member in 
charge and his supporters — I mean the members of the Coalition Group 
— have been crying hoarse 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I think it is not necessary, in explain* 
ing the scope of your amendment, to make any reference to the Coali- 
tion Group or to any other group or party for that matter. - 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: All'right, Sir, I am sorry. If 
they really intend to benefit the tiller of the soil, they should see that 
the jpatus of the under-raiyat is improved and his position made secure. 
UupGr the present law, he is liable to ejectment on the ground that he 
has failed to pay an arrear of rent. That is, no doubt, a great hardship 
on him. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I submit, Sir, 
the question of hardship does not arise here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, Sir Bijoy let him finish. 

j 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I beg to submit that an under- 
raiyat should not be allowed to be ejected on the simple ground that 
lie has failed to pay an arrear of rent for one year. The raiyat can 
realize arrears of rent from the under-raiyat by suing him, just as his 
landlord realizes arrear lent from him by suit. (Cries of “No no.) 
By crying “no” do the members on the opposite desire that an under- 
laiyafs’ tenancy should be terminated by his landlord by one year’s 
notice expiring at the end of the agricultural year? Ts it their inten- 
tion that the tiller of the soil should be ejected by one year’s notice? 
Sir, the under-raiyat who has certainly put in money and labour on 
the development of his holding 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, you need not enter into points of 
law in this connexion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. As I had 
been saying, the under-raiyat’s hardships are many, and my amend- 
ment is intended to remove some of these hardships, to do which is also 
one of the objects of the amending Bill; and I would submit, Sir, that, 
according to your ruling, the amendment comes within the purview of 
this Bill. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Biswas, I want you to explain to me how your 
amendment is relevant to clause 8; whether it is within the Bill or 
n °t, is not the matter to be decided at the present moment? 

. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I bg to submit that clause 
8 is the only clause under which my amendment can come, and I cannot 
thieve my object unless I can put in an amendment to this clause, 
because I do not find any other clause in the present Bill under which 
B can come. The Hon’ble Minister in charge has stated that all the 
Provisions of this chapter shall apply to under-raiyats, i.e., all these 
45 
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^|)rovisions shall be the incidents of, under-raiyati holdings. That is 
■ the meaning of clause 8, but by my amendment I propose that out of 
those provisions some, namely, clauses (a), ( d ) and ( e ), shall not apply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Mr. Biswas, it is not necessary to dilate 
any more on the question of the admissibility of this amendment, be- 
cause it is for me to decide whether this amendment is admissible or not. 
I do not agree with the Hon’ble Minister in charge that it is altogether 
beside the scope of the Bill to deal with under-raiyati tenancies created 
before the commencement of the Act of 1928. I entirely agree with 
him that in so far as the under-raiyat created after 1928 is concerned, 
it is not admissible. I think if the members like to deal with that class 
of tenants who were created before 1928, it is open to them to do so at 
the proper time and under proper section. I am here to see whether 
these are relavant to clause 8. Clause 8 deals with under-raiyat created 
before 1928 and not the under-raiyat created after 1928. All these 
amendments refer not only to the under-raiyats created before 1928, 
but also to those created after 1928. I hold definitely that while these 
would have been quite admissible provided they were only applicable 
to under-raiyats created before 1928, they are not applicable to under- 
raiyats created after 1928. In the present form they are out of order. 

A member: "With regard to amendment to clause 6 you say the t \ 
are in order. There also the Hon’ble Revenue Minister suggested that 
the clause should have retrospective effect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that the amendments embrace 
two classes of tenancy, viz., under-raiyats created before and after 
1928; so they are not in order here, but if the members bring in their 
amendments in their proper places and in suitable manner, it would 
be possible for me to consider on their merits whether they were 
admissible or not. I hold that the amendments Nos. 487-496 are out 
of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 8 
stands part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clavse 9. 

Mftlllvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I beg to move that in clause 
9 in third line the words “sections 48B or 48D or” shall be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I beg to move that in third 
line of clause 9 the words, letters and figures “Section 48B or 48D” and 
“as the case may be” be deleted. 
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Section 48fi says “the money ^rent of an nnder-raiyat may be en- 
hanced by a written registered contract”. I need not repeat the whole 
section. Section 48D refers to enhancement of rent of an nnder-raiyat 
by suit. These two sections refer to enhancement of rent of the under- 
raiyat. The object of my amendment is to repeal these two sections. 
The effect of this would be that the money rent of the under-raiyat 
would not be liable to enhancement. As we have taken for granted 
that the under-raiyat is the real tiller of the soil, his rent should not 
be enhanced under any circumstances. But I find that the II on ’hie 
Minister in charge does not care to give any relief to the under-raiyat. 
On the other hand, the Hon’ble Minister lias deprived the under-raiyat 
of some more rights by clause 13. I hope that every member of the 
house will agree with me that some rights and privileges should be given 
to the under-raiyats i'f we want to do any good to the tillers of the soil. 
With these words I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: There is some misapprehension in the 
clause itself, because so far as the amending Bill is concerned sections 
48B and 48D deal with enhancement of rent, whereas section 48G has 
no connection with enhancement. Every under-raiyat created before 
1928 shall have the right of occupancy. I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will kindly consider this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you seen section 48G(£) and considered its 
implication ? 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That also does not deal with enhancement. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: What about chapter XIV? I think you had 
better leave the drafting to Government : otheiwise it will lead to 
utter confusion. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I had occasion 
1° explain, my Bill is not a comprehensive one. I submitted at the 
Ter y opening of this debate that Government propose to bring in a very 
comprehensive Bill after the proposed Commission of Enquiry has sub- 
mitted its report. The object of my present Bill is to give immediate 
re bef to the agriculturists with regard to some of their pressing griev- 
ances, and it is not the idea to overhaul the whole Bengal Tenancy Act 
V this short amending Bill. The question of under-raiyats will be, 
^ hope, fully dealt with in a more comprehensive Bill which Govern- 
ment hope to introduce in this House after they have received report 
°f the proposed Commission of Enquiry. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will do if I put Mr. Surendra Nath 
Biswas’ amendment, because others come within it. 

The question before the House is the amendment of Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas that in third line of clause 9 of the woids, letters and 
figures “section 48B or 48D” and “as the case may be” be deleted. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — » 


AYE8. 


A Mul Hakim, Maulvl. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdul Waded, Maulvl. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja 8ashl Kanta ol 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh. 

Ahmed Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayetpuri. 
Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannerjee, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Baeu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 
osiswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Oolui, Mr. Harendra. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktear, Mr. 

Qiasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 

Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed. 
onab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 


Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surendra Multan. 

Ma)i, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. ** 
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Mi. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Masud Ali Khan Panni, Maulvl. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. 8harat Chandra. 

Mullick, Sri j ut Ashutosh. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. 8yed. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kehirod Chandra. 
8anyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahedali, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. 
Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Haflz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswat, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syod. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 


Abdur Ratchid Mahmood, Mr. 
Abdur Ratheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvl 8. 
Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdut Shaheed, Maulvl Md. 

Abul Hathim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hotain, Mr. Ahmed. 

Aftab Hotain Joardar, Maulvi. 
Ahmed Hotain, Mr. 

Alfaguddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvl. 

Amir All, Md. Mia. 


NOES. 
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Armrtrong, Mr. W. L 
Aihrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Houain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. MB. 

Biswas, Bahu Lakihmi Narayan. 

Dai, Mr. Anakul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dan, Babu Debandra Nath. 

Farhad Raw Ohowdhury, Mr. M. 

Fazlul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Giaiuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

Habibullah, tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur K., ol 
Dacca. 

Hallzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahlb. 

Hashem All Khan, Mhan Bahadur. 

Haiina Murahad, Mr«. 

H ate m ally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Jalaluddln Alimad, Khan Bahadur. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 


Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Modem All Mollah, Maulvi 
Muhammad lihaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddique r Dr. 8yed. 

Mullfck, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mulllck, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Mutharruff Houain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja Brit Chandra, of 
Katimbazar. 

Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nauiher Ali, the Hon’bie Maulvi 8yed. 

Nazlmuddin, the Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir, K.C.I.E. 
Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon'ble Mr. Praianna Deb. 

Rajibuddln Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, the Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Praiad 8ingh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

8arker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 
Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mn. Ellen. 

Wordiworth, Mr. W. C. 

Youiuf Mirza. 


The Ayes being 72 and the Noes 86 the motion was lost. 

The motion that clause 9 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I make a submis- 
sion, Sir. The other day your ruling was that to come to a decision 
whether an amendment is in order or out of order we must consider 
things — the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the Preamble to the 
Bill and also the clauses. Statement of Objects and Reasons is certain- 
ly in my favour because there it is stated 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will agree with me that section 48B 
bas been touched by mere drafting and it is a pure drafting matter. 

The question before the House is that clause 10 stands part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

% 

The House then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 23rd 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act y 1935. 

. The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
tthe 23rd September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Pay of Chaukidar. 

*237. Mr. JA&IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the fable a 
statement showing for the rural areas of the 24-Parganas district — 

(i) the pay received by a chaukidar during the last year? and 
(it) the number of chaukidar s including dafadars who worked as 
such last year? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT <tftl Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (i) A statement is laid on the table. 

‘ (*i) 1,038. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (i) of starred question 
No. 237, showing the pay received hy a chaukidar during the year 
1343 B.S. in the rural a/reas of the 24-Parganas. 


District 24-Parganas. 

1 . Sadar subdivision — 

74 Unions at Rs. 5 per month for each a 


10 Unions at Rs. 6 per month for each chaukidar . 

1 Union at Rs. 7 per month for each chaufddar . : 



QUESTIONS. 


1807 


1937.] 

2. Baraset subdivision—. 

» * 

1 Union at Rs. 5-8 per month for each chaulcidar . *. 

28 Unions at Rs. 6 per month for each chaulcidar, 

- ^3 Unions at Rs. 6-8 per month for each chaulcidar. 

15 Unions at Rs. 7 per month for each chaulcidar. 

1 Union at Rs. 8 per month for each chaulcidar. 

3. Barrackpore subdivision — 

1 Union at Rs. 6 per month for each chaulcidar. 

7 Unions at Rs. 7 per month for each chaulcidar. 

4. Diamond Harbour subdivision — 

73 Unions at Rs. 5 per month for each chaulcidar. 

5. Basirhat subdivision — 

13 Unions at Rs. 6 per month for each chaulcidar. 

38 Unions at Rs. 5 per month for each chaulcidar. 

National School Building at Contai. 

•238. , Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Miniver in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state — 

I * 

(i) why and how long the National School Building at Contai in 
the district of Midnapore has been kept in police custody; 

(it) whether it is a fact that no student of the Contai National 
School has been convicted for terrorist activities; 

(in) whether it is a fact that during police occupation the major 
portion of the school building has fallen down; and 

(iv) why the Government do not undertake repairs to the said 
building ? 

(b) Who will be responsible for the damages done to the said 
National School building? 

(c) Who will pay the rent for the period the police has been living 
in the said building? 

(d) Do the Government- consider the desirability of restoring the 
said building ’to its proper authorities? 

(e) What action, if any, has been taken against any high English’ 
school under th# Calcutta University or under the Board of Interme- 
diate and Secondary Education, Dacca, some students of which have 
been convicted; for terrorist activities? 
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• The Hon’ble Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) (i) In October, 1933, 
tbe school was declared an unlawful association as it bad for its object 
interference with the maintenance of law and order and constituted a 
danger to the public peace. The building has been in police custody 
since October, 1933. 

(it) and (in) No. 

' (iv) Repairs have been effected as necessary. 

( b ) and ( c ) Do not arise. 

(d) It is not proposed to restore the building unless the proper 
authorities undertake to use it for some approved public purpose other 
than that for which it had to be declared an unlawful association. 

>r 

(e) The following action was taken against the Midnapore Hindu 

School. The authorities of the school were warned by the Calcutta 
University that they must maintain strict discipline in the school. But 
as this had no salutary effect, all scholarship rights were withdraw* 
from this school by Government, and its students were excluded from 
Government service. The school was finally closed down with *efl£Ct 
from 1st January, 1934, in pursuance of a resolution adopted by its 
Managing Committee. - , 

Dr. NALI NAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the approved public purposes other than those 
for which a school can be declared an unlawful association?" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The District Magistrate 
has informed the authorities what he considers to be approved public 
purposes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (u), 
where it is stated that no student was convicted for terroristic activities, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale on what other apprehension 
this school has been declared an unlawful association? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe there may 
have been some detenus. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the school building has not 
been kept under repairs, contrary to what is mentioned i in (iv) and 
practically left to deteriorate in a hopeless condition? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have already 
answered this question. ^ 
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Ml\ P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform 
us whether *the circumstances under which the National School was 
declared an unlawful association still exist? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated on the subject. 

Students of the old scheme madrasahs. 


r *239. Maulana MUHAMMAD ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the students 
of thfc tjjd scheme madrasahs appearing at the Alim or Fazil Examina- 
tion under the Board of the Central Madrasah Examinations, Bengal, 
are required to receive sixty per cent, of their marks to place their 
names' in the first division and forty-five per cent, of their marks to 
place their names in the second division and thirty-six per cent, of 
their ln4rks to place their names in the third division ? 

If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be“ pleased to state why there is such a difference between 
the Old Scheme Madrasah Department and the General Secondary 
Institutions ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to stop such a difference? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) There is so great a difference between the courses of study 
followed in old scheme madrasahs and in General Secondary Institu- 
tions, that any comparison between these two classes of institution 
in respect of the standard of examination is impossible. 


(c) In view of the reply to clause (6), this question does not arise. 

y 

Mr. Dhairaxii Kanta Goswamii of Meerut Conspiracy case. 


*240. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Dharani Kanta Goswami, who was prose- 
cuted and sentenced in the Meerut Communist Conspiracy case (1929- 
1933), is still being kept in detention in the Deoli Detention Camp 
under sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, T93D? 

(b) Is it a fact that the decision of the two eminent High Court 
Judges of India was that Mr. Dharani Kanta Goswami was a Com- 
munist and accordingly sentenced him for activities carried on by 
him in furtherance of his political convictions as a Communist? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he 
possesses sufficient proof to the effect that the said Mr. Goswami had 
turned a terrorist during the seven months’ time which he had at his 
disposal alter the completion of the sentence passed on him in the 
Meerut Communist Conspiracy case and before his arrest and detention 
under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 2 of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1930? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, and that to (r) is in 

the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
why the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 193(T, has been applied 
in the case of the said Mr. Goswami ? * 

(i e ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether lie is 
considering’ the desirability of ordering his immediate release^ If 

not, why not? **<* 

* <r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir- NAZIMUDDIN: (a) He was recently 
convicted of an offence punishable under the Prisons Act, committed 
while he w»s a detenu in Deoli Jail. * ^ 

(b) The Judges found him guilty of the offence punishable under 
section 121A of the Indian Penal Code. 

(c) I do not admit the implication that he did not become a terror- 
ist until after his release. 

(d) Government were satisfied that there was lawful and sufficient 
cause for an order under section 2 (1) of the Act, to the provisions of 
which the attention of the hon’ble member is invited. 

(e) The hon’ble member is referred to the statement made by me 
in the House on the 9th of August regarding the release of detenus. 

Members of the Central Text-Book Committee. 

*241. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the total number of members of the Central Text-Book Com- 

mittee, Calcutta; 

(ii) the number of Muslim, Hindu and Christian members; 

(in) the number of members from among the teachers of the 
secondary schools of Bengal; and 

(iv) whether he considers the number of members from among the 
teachers of the secondary schools of Bengal as inadequate? 

(b) If the answer to clause (d) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the 
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desirability of selecting 75 per cent, of the members of the Text-Book 
Committee from among the teachers? 

(c) Is it a fact that many of the members of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee are not educationists or of the Education Department? 

(d) If the answer to clause (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of bringing a change in the appointment of members? 


The Hon’ble Mt. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (i) Thirty-six -(includ- 
ing the President and the Secretary). 

(ii) Sixteen Muslims, fifteen Hindus (including one from the 
Bacjcward community 'l and five Christians. 

(iii\ Seven. (Also eleven from Colleges and Universities). 

(iv) No. 

( b ) Docs not arise. 

(c) No. Only six members, some of whom represent special 
interests, are not diiectly connected with educational institutions. 

(< d ) Does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(a) (2), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is meant by 
the expression “backward community”? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It means the scheduled 
castes and it has been erroneously used by the Secretariat. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that there are some 
members of the Text Book Committee who are not even graduates of 
universities either of Calcutta or elsewhere and who are not in any way 
connected with any educational activities or cannot be considered as 
literary men? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware there 
is none who is not a graduate. As regards the other portion, the 
answer is already given in my answer on the printed paper. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that many text books which have 
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been recommended by this Committee contain numerous mistakes of 
facts/' both historical facts and scientific facts* concerning geography 
and other subjects? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There have teen some 
comments in the newspapers and the matter is under consideration. 

Platform at the Dinajpur railway station for Ruhea Branch line, trains. 

*242. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department awar^.that— 

(i) there is no platform at the Dinajpur railway station on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway for the Ruhea Branch line trains ; 

(it) that the want of a platform is causing gTeat inconvenience to 
the passengers ; and 

(m) that in the absence of an over-bridge the passengers have to 
cross line No. 1, for getting into a Ruhea train on line 
No, 2? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of urging 
upon the Railway authorities to take up constructing an over-bridge 
and a platform at the Dinajpur station for the convenience and safety 
of the Ruhea line passengers? 

MINISTER in charge af COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
bazar): (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) Yes, some inconvenience is felt. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) The construction of another platform foil the Ruhea ,1 trains 
is not possible without remodelling the Dinajpur station yard which 
would be unduly expensive. 

As regards the over-bridge, I am consulting the Railway 
authorities. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal for taking up the question 
of remodelling the station yard at an early date, and if so, when? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

As I have already stated, the remodelling of the station yard would be 
unduly expensive ; so there is no chance of its being taken up in the 
near future. 
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Disposal of th»' feeble-minded children and adults, coming to or sent 

to courts, 

•243. Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Jails) "Department be pleased to state — 

(?) what' arrangements are being made for the disposal of the 
feeble-minded children and adults, coming to or sent to 
' r . courts and either convicted or acquitted by them ; 

(it) whether the department is prepared to issue a circular to 
all Magistrates and Judges in the province so that they 
■ftiay send all feeble-minded persons, coining before and 
dealt with by them, to Bodhana 8am iti for custody, care 
and control ; 

(iii) whether the department is prepared to make special capitation 

grants to the Bodhana Samiti in respect of all such 
children and adults sent to the Samiti under courts’ 
order; and 

(iv) whether special grants can be made to this Samiti so that 

the Samiti may have its own arrangements for the bousing 
and segregation of the delinquent feeble-minded? 

The Hom’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (/) to (iv) Suggestions 
on these matters have recently been received through the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate, Calcutta, from the Founder-Secretary of the Bodhana 
Samiti and are now under the consideration of Government. 


Ban on Congress Committees in Midnapore. 

*244. Mr; DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state whether he — 

( i ) proposes to remove the ban on the various Congress Committees 

in the district of Midnapore ; and 

(ii) intends to act in pursuance of the popular opinion expressed 

by the return of all the Congress candidates except one in 
the district of Midnapore in the last xissembly elections? 

( b ) Is it a fact that public lands or buildings in Midnapore town 
are not sufficient for accommodation of the police force posted there? 

(c) Is he aware that many houses fit for being used for police 
accommodation or police quarters are lying vacant in the town and 
their owners are anxious to get them rented ? 
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' * ' 

(d) How many persona in the diStri&^of Midnapore have ' beer 

ordered by the Government to -vacate their own house§ where thej 
themselves used to reside with theirVf&ffiilie^ in exefeise of the* powers 
vested in the Government by section 4* of the Bengal Suppression oi 
Terrorist Outrages Act? , 

(e) Were such orders passed because no other houses we're available 
or for some other reason ? 

(/) Is he aware that there were many vacant houses available, which 
could have been rented by the Government if the Government so 
desired ? v 

(g) Did the Government make any provision for the suitable accom- 
modation of the persons with their families thus driven out from their 
houses ? 

(h) What time was allowed to those persons for vacating their 
houses? 

(i) Do the Government consider it still necessary to keep those 
houses in its occupation by keeping the resident owners dispossessed 
of the same for an indefinite period? 

(;) When do the Government propose to vacate those houses? 

(k) How many such houses are still in the occupation of the 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Attention is invited 
to the reply which I gave on the 11th September to ( b ) and (c) of 
Dr. G. C. Bhawmik’s starred question No. 132. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Not in the locality in which a detachment of the police force 
had to be posted. 

(d) One. 

(e) Because no other house was available in the locality in which 
the police force had to be posted. 

(/) and (g) No. 

(h) 48 hours. 

(i) to ( k ) The question of release of the house is under consideration. 

* 8 „ - 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he considers 48 
hours to be sufficient time to enable a person with family to vacate from 
one house to another when there is a large number of houses available 
in the vicinity? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This occurred long ago 
and a large number of house were not available then. 
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Dr. NAUNAKSHA **NYAl/: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this, Go^er»ment propose to depart from the 
policy followed by the pr^yioiiA 6&vernmeht in this respect P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a hypothetical 
question, (jrovernment will announce their policy when the actual 
situation will arise.' 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that my question arises 
out of the question, so it is a pertinent, question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the occasion will arise the Hon’ble Minister 
will deal with it. 

Riots and loot at Chittagong after Inspector Ahsanuilah’s assassination 

in 1931. 

*245. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI and Khan 
Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURh {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

('/•) that riots and loot at Chittagong followed the assassination of 
Inspector Ahsanullah in 1931 ; but 

(ii) that thereafter a new policy has been adopted removing Muslim 
officers from the District Intelligence Branch, General 
Police, and other important posts in the Police and Executive 
and replacing them by Hindu officers? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor and for the gradual 
removal of all Muslim inspectors of police from the Chittagong head- 
quarters P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) Yes. 

{iij No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the iiumber of Muslim officers in the District Intelligence Branch 
at Chittagong prior to the assassination of Inspector Asanulla? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the*Hon’ble Minister be pleased b 
state the number of Muslim officer^ in the District Intelligence Brand 
now at Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I again ask for notice 

“Birendra Kutir Kishore Sangha” at Palong, Faridpur. 

•246. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’bl 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be phased t 
state whether he is aware — 

(i) that there was an institution named ‘ ‘Birendra Kutir Kishor 
Sangha” at Palong in the district of Faridpur; 

(n) that there was a Library and a homoeopathic charitable dis 
pensary attached to the institution ; 

(Hi) that the said institution was closed by the Government unde 
section 16 of the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, i] 
the month of January, 1932; 

(iv) that even after the withdrawal of the said Ordinance, the sab 

institution was kept closed, and one of its office-bearer 
applied to the Political Secretary on the 7th March, 1933 
for vacating the order of the said closure ; 

(v) that the said order was not vacated in spite of repeated requests 

and the house where the institution was located was blow] 
away by storm, and the books, numbering about 3*000, wer 
partly damaged and partly exposed to rain and storm, am 
the medicine entirely spoilt ; and 

(vi) that in spite of the requests of the authorities of the said institn 

tion to be allowed to have custody of the undamaged books 
the local police removed the same to the local thana an< 
from there distributed those books to several school librarie 
of the neighbouring villages, namely, Tulashar, Dhanuka 
Rudrukar, Palong and Domesha? 

(b) If the answers to clause (a) are in the affirmative, will th 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering th 
desirability of taking steps against the police officers who were respons 
ible for such actions? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of having 
an open enquiry made into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) to (iiij Yes. 

(iv) The institution was declared unlawful under section 16 of th 
Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908 (XIV of 1908). Th 
^notification has not yet been withdrawn. A letter, dated the 5tl 
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March, 1933, addressed to the Political Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, was received from Babu Ph^ni Bhusan Sen. 

t 

C v ) Only two petitions were received. The order was not vacated; 
the books found by the police were about 1,000 in number and were 
taken to the thana for safe keeping. The dispensary is still in existence 
under another name. 

(vi) It is true that the local police distributed the books save for a 
few objectionable ones. As the institution ceased to exist after it was 
banned ^ was considered desirable that the books should be put to some 
good u»e< 

( b ) and ( c ) No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the ITon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why books were not returned to the Secretary when 
he applied for the return of the same and the books were distributed 
to other schools? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because the' institution 
ceased to exist. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any bar to return the books which 
were not found objectionable to the Secretary? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As the institution ceased 
to exist the Secretary had no official existence. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that, the gentleman who submitted 
two petitions to the Political Secretary was a responsible person of the 
locality? Will he also state the reason why instead of returning the 
unobjectionable books to the Secretary they were distributed to other 
schools ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Instead of giving it to 
an individual, the local authorities considered it more useful to give 
the books to other institutions. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Was it legal on the part of the 
police to distribute the books to other schools? 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Under what plea have 
Government forfeited those books? 

46 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZ1MUDDIN: I refer the hon’bh 

member to the portion of the Act under which action was taken. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: I want to know whethei 

Government forfeited the books or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The books were forfeit 
ed and that was done legally. 


Deputy Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners, Inspectors and 
Sub- Inspectors in the Calcutta Police. 

*247. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state, 
separately, the total number of Deputy Commissioners, Assistant Com- 
missioners, Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors in the Calcutta Police anc 
the number of Mussalmans in each rank? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) on wdiat basis recruitments in these ranks are made; and 

(it) whether it is desirable to fix a proportion for the recruitment 
of Mussalmans in these ranks? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) (i) All the Deputy Commissioners are recruited from among the 
members of the Indian Police. One of them is a promoted Assistant 
Commissioner holding a listed appointment in the Indian Police. 
Vacancies in the rank of Assistant Commissioner and Inspector are filled 
wholly by promotion. Sub-Inspectors are partly recruited direct and 
partly by promotion from lower rank. They are recruited in such a way 
as to ensure that a minimum of one-third of the total number of 
vacancies is filled by Muhammadans. 

(ii) No, so far as promotions are concerned. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question No. 247. 


Ranks. 

Total. 

Musalmans. 

Deputy Commissioners 

7 

Nil 

Assistant Commissioners . 

10 

2 


("Non- Investigating 

Nil 

Inspectors 

64 J 27 



1 Investigating 

9 


l 37 


Sub-inspectors 

. 116 

38 
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Maudvi ABDUL LATiF BISWAS: Has a post of Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police fallen vacant? 

The Htm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there is a high feeling amongst the Muslims for paucity of Muham- 
madan officers in the Calcutta Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : The question has been 
mentioned in this House for more than once. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of appointing a Muslim member of the Indian 
Police to the post of Deputy Commissioner of Police when a vacancy 
occurs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already drawn 
attention of the members of this House to the fact that Deputy Com- 
missioners are recruited from the Indian Police Service and that the 
question of their postings to Calcutta is a departmental question. 


Scheme for school hygiene work in Bengal. 

*248. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether there is any scheme under consideration for school 

hygiene work in Bengal outside Calcutta; 

(б) if so, what is the scheme ; and 

(c) when is it intended to give effect to the scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( b ) The scheme submitted by the Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal, contemplates medical examination and supervision of pupils in 
the seven high English schools at Jessore, Khulna, Murshidabad, 
Krishnagar, Barasat, Barrackpore and Taki at a cost of Rs. 260 non- 
recurring and Rs. 2,520 recurring. 

(c) As soon as the scheme has been examined and funds become 
bailable for it. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the scheme is restricted to only 7 high schools when 
there are so many schools in the province? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All these things were 
taken up hv the late Government and we have not been able to extend 
the operation so far. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it the intention of Government 
to extend the scheme to the whole of the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would refer the member 
to answer ( c ). 

Constitution of the Haipur Union Board, Contai. 

*240. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the Government have received any representation 
regarding the constitution of the Haipur Union Board in the 
police-station Contai ; 

(ii) whether any local enquiry has been made into those allega- 
tions ; 

(Hi) if so, by whom ; 

(iv) whether the signatories to the representation are the inhabitants 

of the said Haipur Union and the allegations therein are 
against the Circle Officer, Contai, and Kamnagore circle ; and 

(v) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 

holding an election of members to the said Haipur Union 
Board as prayed for? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of laying 
on the table a copy of the report of enquiry, if any, held into the 
allegations made by the inhabitants of the said Haipur Union? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Naushor 
Ali): (a) (i) Yes. 

(a) (w) to (iv) and (b) A local enquiry was made by the Circle 
Officer, Contai. A report of his enquiry is laid on the table. It will be 
observed that during the enquiry many of the alleged signatories denierl 
having signed the petition. As regards the complaint made in the 
petition that no officer had visited the union for recording the poll, ii 
will be seen from the report of the Circle Officer that it was not neces- 
sary for him to visit the union for this purpose as the number of candi- 
dates not having exceeded the number of vacancies, no polling was 
necessary. 

(a) (v) No. 
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Scheduled caste members returned to the District Board, Local Boards 
and Municipalities in Mymensingh. 

♦250. Mr. MiONMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether any member belonging to the scheduled castes 
has been returned to the District Board, Local Boards and municipalities 
within the district of Mymensingh in the last elections of those local 
bodies ? 

( b ) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to place on the table a list showing separately the 
number of such members in each of those local bodies? 

( c ) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any member of the scheduled castes 
has been appointed by Government in each of those- local bodies? 

(d) If the answer to clause (<?) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minster be pleased to state the reason for not appointing members from 
the scheduled castes in each of the local bodies in question ? 

( e ) Is it a fact that it is not the policy of the Government to appoint 
members from scheduled castes in the local bodies where they fail to be 
returned to those bodies in general elections? 

(/) Is the Government contemplating to fix a proportion of appoint- 
ments to local bodies on population basis for scheduled castes ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) to (c) One member 
of the scheduled castes was elected to the Jamalpur Local Board. 
Two members of the scheduled castes were nominated by Government, 
one to the Tangail Local Board and the other to the Mymensingh Dis- 
trict Board. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No. On the other hand Government have issued a circular 
diiecting that the claims of the depressed classes to representation to 
local bodies should be duly taken into account in considering nomina- 
tions to those bodies. 

(/) The whole question of the constitution of local bodies is under 
my consideration. 

Number of union board dispensaries in Jessore. 

*251. Khan Bahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government and Pub- 
lic Health Department be pleased to state how many Union Board dis- 
pensaries are in the Jessore district and how many of them are in each 
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subdivision of Jessore, and what are the names of those Union Hoards 
where the dispensaries in question exist? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: A statement is laid 
on the table which furnishes the information asked for. 


Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No. 251. 
District Jessore. 


Number of 
union 


Place where the dispensary is situated. 

board 
dispensa- 
ries in 
each sub- 
division. 

Name of sub- 
division in 
which situated. 

Name of village. 

Name of union 
board. 

1 

Sadar 

Bagherpara 

Bagherpara. 

4 

Magura 

Hajipur 

Benodepur 

Nahata 

Muhammadpur 

Hajipur. 

Benodepur. 

Nahata. 

Muhammadpur. 

11 

Bongaon 

Ganganandapur 

Malipota 

Narayanpur 

Jadabpur 

Sarsha 

Lakshmanpur 

Shamanta 

Boyra 

Ganrapota 

Khalishpur 

Shukpukurie 

Ganganandapur. 

Malipota. 

Narayanpur . 
Jadabpur. 

Sarsha. 

Lakshmanpur. 

Baganchra. 

Boyra. 

Ganrapota. 

Bozrapur. 

Shukpukuria. 

3 

Jhenida 

KancherkoJe 

Shibnagar 

Balarampur 

Kancherkole. 

Kaliganj . 
Nagarchaprail. 


Meeting of Local Board in Gopalganj subdivision. 

252. Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: {a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department aware that Mr. K. L. Banerjee, Subdivisional 
Officer of Gopalganj, without any authority under the Local Self- 
Government Act convened the first meeting of the reconstituted local 
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board of that subdivision for the election of the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman in February, 1936, on a very short notice but was ultimately 
postponed just before a few minutes of the meeting by a wire received 
from the District Magistrate? 

(b) Is it a fact that travelling allowance to members who came to 
attend the said meeting have been paid from the funds of the Local 
Board? ~ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of asking 
for a refund of the amount from the said Subdivisional Officer to the 
Local Board fund? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) No, as the Subdivisional Officer appears to have acted under a 
bona fde misapprehension. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if a copy of the Local Self-Government Act 
was available in the Subdivisional Magistrate’s office* on that date? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: That is more than 
what I can say. 


Deputation by the Muslim leaders of Chittagong. 

*253. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department 
iware — 

(i) that the Muslim leaders of Chittagong made various attempts 

from 1933 to 1935 to wait on deputations on the district and 
divisional authorities and on the Deputy Inspector-General 
and Inspector-General of Police to represent their grievances 
about the repressive policy against the Mussalmans but no 
reply even was given to their letters ; 

(ii) that in April, 1935, the Islam Association of Chittagong sent 

representations to His Excellency the Governor through* 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momen, m.l.c., sending copies of the 
same to the then Muslim Members of the Cabinet and subse- 
quently the Islam Association and the Chittagong District 
Muslim League sent joint representations to Government 
and on the 30th August, 1935, a huge mass meeting of the 
Mussalmans held in the Muslim Hall sent resolutions to Gov- 
ernment (published in the Star of India } dated the 4th 
September, 1935) in all of which grave discontent of the 
Mussalmans was expressed at the repressive policy against 
Mussalmans; and 
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(Hi) that on the 25th September, 1935, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the 
then member of the Legislative Council (the present Hon’ble 
Minister) being approached by the Muslim leaders of Chitta- 
gong sent a very strong letter of about 50 pages to the 
Hon’ble Sir R. N. Reid, Home Member (the present Gov- 
ernor of Assam), sending copies of the same to the thei 
' Muslim Members of the Cabinet severely criticising the 
repressive policy against Muslims to placate the terrorists! 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
representations of the Islam Association and the District Muslin 
League, Chittagong, the resolutions of the mass meeting of the Muslims 
of Chittagong and the letter of Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy and state what 
actions, if any, were taken by Government on those representations! 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) I have no infor- 
mation. 

(ii) and (Hi) There is no record of the receipt of such represen- 
tations or letters if! the Home Department. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to slate whether it is a practice to keep record of all 
representations received from responsible public men? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It all depended on 
whether those records were given to the then Hon’ble Member in his 
personal capacity, or as Member of Government. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether while taking over charge of the 
department he had all the papers regarding this department from the 
outgoing Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, those addressed to 
the Government but not those addressed to Sir Robert Reid. 


Salkia Transport Agency on the Howrah Bally Khal Bus Route. 

*254. Messrs. SUKUMAR DUTT and SIBNATH BANERJEE: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether — 

(i) a monopoly has been given to the Salkia Transport Agency by 
the licensing authority on the Howrah Bfitlty Khal Bus 
Route (No. 54); 
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(ii) other companies were plying on this route before the grant of 
the monopoly; 

(Hi) of the 25 buses licensed, the Salkia Transport Agency maintains 
only 15 or 16 buses much to the inconvenience of local 
passengers, particularly during office hours; 

(iv) seats for female passengers are provided by the side of the driver 
in their buses; and 

(v) Mr. Ananda Gopal Mukherji, b.l., Chairman of the Bally 
Municipality, represented the matter to the licensing author- 
ities without any effect? 

(b) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether cars of 
higher officials are repaired in the garage of the Salkia Transport 
Agency and the police use the buses of the Agency free of cost for public 
and private purposes such as when going to search houses or carrying 
marriage parties of police officials? 

(c) If the answer to (a) (?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the licensing authorities will be 
prepared to issue licences to other suitable parties owning buses to ply on 
Bally Khal route? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) ( i ) No. 

(n) Yes. But other owmers have either sold their buses to the 
Salkia Transport Agency or have got them transferred to other routes. 

(Hi) The Agency maintains a fleet of 2d buses on this route of which 
only 16 to 20 ply at a time. The remaining buses serve as reserve to 
replace those which may be temporarily removed from service due to 
accidents or other disability or for periodical overhauling. 

(iv) There are seats reserved for female passengers within the buses. 
But many female passengers prefer to sit by the side of the driver to 
avoid rush of male passengers within and this is allowed. 

(v) A copy of the proceedings of the meeting presided over by 
Mr. Ananda Gopal Mukherjee was received by the District Magistrate 
in February last. The proceedings contained various complaints against 
the Salkia Transport Agency. They were duly enquired into and 
necessary action was taken in the matter by the District Magistrate. 

(b) The Salkia Transport Agency has a very reliable workshop for 
repairs of motor vehicles. Some officials get their cars repaired there on 
payment at the usual rates. 

The police occasionally take buses from this Agency for Government 
work and bills are regularly paid for it. 

On enquiry it has been ascertained that the Agency never lets any 
police officer use the Agency’s buses free of charge for private purpose. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister either 
in charge of the Home Department or in charge of the Department of 
Communications and Works, whoever is specially cognisant with the 
matter, be pleased to state whether the Salkia Transport Agency is the 
second, if not the biggest, bus traffic organisation in the province? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: With reference to answers (i) and 
(it), was the monopoly given first and then the owners had to sell their 
buses to other agencies? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Government of India and the Government of Bengal have 
laid down the policy of improving the bus services in the mufassal 
areas by this method of granting monopolies to approved parties? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: Will the Government initiate a 
scheme under which the number of buses plying every day would be 
available for the public? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think sufficient number 
of buses are available for the public. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that services to the public have greatly improved since the grant of 
monopoly to those services? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is also mv infor- 
mation. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: What is the nature of the action 
taken by the District Magistrate with reference to answer (a) (v)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Jessore Collectorate, 

*255. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, since 1935 — 

(i) the number of vacancies in the upper and lower grades of the 
permanent and temporary establishments of the Jessore 
Collectorate ; 
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(ii) how many Muhammadans were appointed; 

(Hi) how many appointments were made in the temporary establish- 
ment on a contract system ; and 
(iv) how many were Muhammadans? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Y\r Bijay Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Darjeeling Improvement Fund* 

*256- Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 

linister in charge of the Local Self-Government and Public Health 
)epartment be pleased to' lay on the table a statement showing the 
ollowing particulars for the last three years : — 

(i) the annual estimate of works done by the Darjeeling Improve- 

ment Fund, piece by piece; and 

(ii) together with the corresponding travelling allowances of— 

(1) Deputy Magistrate in charge, 

(2) the Engineer, and 

(3) the overseers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (i) A statement 
? laid on the table. 

(ii) There are no corresponding travelling allowances as the Deputy 
Jagistrate in charge does Darjeeling Improvement Fund work incident- 
llv in the course of his ordinary touring, and the Engineer and Over- 
eers are employees, not of the Fund, but of the District Board. 


statement referred to in the answer to clause ( i ) of starred question 

No. 256 . 


Darjeeling Improvement Fund 
Engineer — 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 


works done through District 

Rs. A. 

... *45,327 15 

... *19,080 7 

... *55,544 0 


"Lump sum figures have been shown for repairs and originaj^orks 
D Ihe district, as it is not possible to give figures piece-meal withip so 
W a time. 
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Establishment of Union Boards in Midnapore. 

*257. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state- 

( 1 ) how many Union Boards in the district of Midnapore have s< 
far been established under the Bengal Village Self-Govern 
ment Act, 1919; 

(it) in how many cases the people of the unions made representa 
tions to the Government opposing the establishment of Unior 
Boards in their respective areas; 

(in) in how many cases, what action, if any, has been taken 01 
those representations ; 

(iv) in how many more unions the Government are considering the 
desirability of establishing Union Boards; 

0*0 how many Muhammadan candidates sought election to tin 
Contai Union Board in the police-station Contai in the 
election of its member to the said Union Board; 

(vi) why no Muhammadan was appointed as member to the said 

Union Board; 

(vii) whether it is a fact that members have been apjyointed to the 

said Union Board from villages from which two or three 
members have been elected; 

(viii) whether it is a fact that many villages and communities within 
the area of the said Union Board have been left unrepre- 
sented ; 

(ix) whether the 3rd November, 1936, last-, was fixed for holding a 
bye-election to fill up a vacancy caused by the death of a 
member of the said Union Board; 

(x) whether this bye-election was held on the 12fh April, 1937; 
and 

(xi) if so, what was the reason for the delay ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (i) 147. 

(it) Ten petitions were received in respect of six unions. 

(Hi) No Union Boards were established in three out of these six 
unions. In the case of the remaining three unions, however, Union 
Boards were established as the objections were found on enquiry to have 
been raised by a small minority. 

(iv) About 120. 

( v ) Two. ' 
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( vi ) Muslima form a very small minority and the most suitable 
lersons were appointed. 

( vii ) Only one member was appointed who belonged to a^yillage 
rom which more than one had Jbeen elected. 

(viii) There are 21 villages in the union and all of them cannot 
ibviously be represented. It is also not quite understood what com- 
nunities are referred to by the hon’ble member. 

(ix) and (x) Yes. 

(xi) The delay was due partly to the postponement of the election 
m the representation of the candidates on the ground of the conveni- 
n_ce of the voters and partly to the extreme preoccupation of the Circle 
)fficer in a series of urgent administrative duties of an emergent 
haracter. 

Certificate procedure resorted to by the landlords at the publication 
of the records of rights. 

*258. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

lon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that in areas where records of rights have been finally pub- 

lished, private landlords are resorting to certificate proce- 
dure under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act with 
the permission of Government ; and 

(ii) there is no provision, in the Bengal Public Demands Recovery 

Act, limiting the jurisdiction of the Certificate Officers 
within their respective subdivision and that Certificate 
Officers posted in the District Headquarters exercise juris- 
diction o\er the whole of the district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, does it not cause 
nconvenience and trouble to tenants living in outlying subdivisions? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider it necessary to frame rules 
thereby the jurisdiction of all Certificate Officers is limited within the 
ubdivision for the convenience of the tenants? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of landlords who have applied for certificate proce- 

dure during the last three years; and 

(ii) the number of rent certificates filed during the last three 

years in each district by — 

(1) the Court of Wards estates, and 

( 2 ) private landlords? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and ( ii 

Yes. 

(b) Not necessarily. 

*(c) No. Ad it will greatly increase the cost. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d) of starred question No. 258. 


(i) 1933-34 . . . . . . . . 40 

1934- 35 . . . . . . . . 58 

1935- 36 . . . . . . . . 38 


(ii) Figures by districts are not readily available. The consolidatec 


figures for the province are — 

(1) 1933-34 .. .. .. 61,375 

1934- 35 . . . . . . 65,582 

1935- 36 . . . . . . 58,740 

(2) 1933-34 . . . . . . 23,834 

1934- 35 . . . . . . 24,208 

1935- 36 .. .. .. 22,222 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answers (i) and (ii ) , 
is the Government aware that the certificate procedure works harshly 
upon the tenants? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a matter 

of opinion. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
people of Kandi subdivision have got to go to Murshidabad to answer 
certificate procedure though Berhampore is nearer? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May be so. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: If that is so, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider whether the certificate procedure for Kandi sub- 
division may be instituted at Berhampore? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government will 
be pleased to consider the question. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of withdrawing the power of certificate procedure from 
private landlords? 
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The Hoit’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
that question arises out of this question. The general policy was dis- 
cussed at length on the floor of the House on some other occasion. 

Report of the research works done in the Bengal Tanning Institute. 

m 

•258. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister for 
the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what sort of research work is done in the Bengal Tanning 

Institute by its Research Chemist; and 

(ii) what reports publish an account of such research work? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (i) Research on problems connected with the Applied Chemistry 
of Leather Manufacture. 

(ii) Gists of reports of all such researches which are reviewed 
quarterly by the Board of Directors of the Institute at their meetings, 
are published in the Annual Administration Report of the Department 
of Industries, Bengal. Investigations of general interest and of origi- 
nal nature are also published in the Journal of the International 
Society of Leather Trades Chemists. Reports of similar investigations 
are also read as papers at the meetings of the Indian Science Congress, 
and their abstracts published in the Science Congress proceedings. 


Appointment of process-servers, night guards and orderlies by the 
District Judge, Faridpur. 

•260. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state (i) how many process-servers; (ii) night guards, and 
(Hi) orderlies were appointed by the District Judge of Faridpur during 
the current year? 

(b) How many of these belong to the Muslim, Hindu and scheduled 
caste communities, respectively? 

(c) How many of these are non-Matriculates? 

(d) How many of the applicants for these posts were matriculates 
or had higher educational qualifications? 

(e) Is it a fact thafffhe names of the large number of persons are 
unlisted for appointment as process-servers? 

(/) If so, whether most of these enlisted men already officiated as 
process-servers in temporary vacancies on various occasions and 
whether some of them did so for years together? 
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(^) Is it a fact that in making the aforesaid appointments during 
the current year anyone was taken in from amongst the enlisted 
persons P 

(ft) If not, why not? 

(iVlf the answer to clause (g) is in the affirmative, how many have 
f>een appointed out of the enlisted men ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the enlisted persons made a representation to 
the High Court complaining against the appointment of outsiders in 
disregard of their claims? 

(k) If so, what action, if any, has been taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

(i) 12 including permanent, temporary process-servers and probation- 
ers (10 from office staff and 2 from enlisted candidates). 

(ii) 3 (from enlisted candidates). 

(Hi) 2 (from enlisted candidates). 

( b ) 10 Muhammadans and 7 Hindus. 

(c) 14. 

(d) As the appointments are to l>e made from the existing office 
staff and enlisted candidates, no applications were invited. Three 
Matriculates who were in the office staff as probationer and temporary 
process-server and office peon, have been appointed — 2 as permanent 
process-servers and one as a probationer. 

(i e ) A large number of persons has been enlisted for appointment 
as process-servers from the 1st December, 1036. This list also includ- 
ed several persons whose names were in the old list and who were con- 
sidered to be eligible for service. 

(/) Some of the persons enlisted, officiated previously as process- 
servers and in other capacities in temporary vacancies under the system 
in force at the time. 

(i g ) Of the appointments made from enlisted persons during the 
current year, 4 were in the old list and 3 in the new list. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(i) All the appointments have been made from the list prepared 
from the 1st December, 1936. 

(;) Yes. From several persons whose names were in the old list 
but who were not included in the list prepared from the 1st December, 

* 1936 . 

(k) The petition was forwarded to the District Judge for disposal. 

„ He filed it as he was of opinion that no action was necessary. Under i 
the Hon’ble High Court’s General le ( tter No. 18 (Civil) of 1937, dated 



1637. J 


questions.; im 

the 5th July ,*1937, the persons whose names were in the old list and 
possess the usual qualifications have been^made eligible for future 
appointments. 


Detenu Sunil Chandra Ghosh. 

*261. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department aware — 

(0 that Sunil Chandra Ghosh ot Berhampore has been a detenu 
from the 10th December, 1932, up till now ; 

(ii) that the said detenu had a silk business which has now been 
dissolved ; and 

(tii) that the allowance which was given to the detenu’s family has 
been discontinued ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) (in) is iu the affirmative, will the 
Eon’ble Minister be pleased to state reasons for such discontinuance? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said detenu’s father lias recently retired 
horn Government service and that the income of the detenu’s family 
las been considerably reduced ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said detenu’s application to Government 
regarding family allowance has been withheld by the District Magis- 
;rate of Murshidabad ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the detenu’s application to the Superintendent 
if Police, Murshidabad, for an interview with Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal, Pleader and a member of this House, even in the presence of 
i police officer, was not granted? 

(/) If answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister state reasons for the same? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the question of restoring and 
ncreasing the said detenu’s family allowance? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (• i ) Yes. 

(ii) My information is that he was an order supplier with an 
mcertain income. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) The family requires no assistance. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) and (/) Yes, as the application disclosed no new facts for which 
^consideration of the Government order was necessary. 

17 
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(e) and (/) Yes as the pleader lives outside the area within which 
the detenu is permitted to move. I understand, however, that the 
detenu was advised to consult the pleader through his father. 

* (g) No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: What are the reasons for 
thinking that the family does not require any assistance in view of the 
fact that assistance was previously required? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The latest information 
is that the father of the detenu has a pension of Es. 40 and his brother 
has got an appointment in the District Board and the detenu being 
home domiciled is receiving Es. 10 from Government and also Es. 5 
from an Insurance Company. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In view of the fact that the 
father used to draw a salary before retirement, will the Hon’ble Minister 
say whether this privation is not causing hardship to the family? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The amount which was 
given to the family is being given to the detenu as personal allowance. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it a fact that the allowance 
is given in place of the family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As J have already 
stated, Sir, the allowance that was given to the family has been stopped 
but the detenu now being in home domicile is receiving that very sum. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to 
answer ( c ), will the Hon’ble the Home Minister please state whether 
he will make an attempt to get the required information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have got no definite 
information, but I believe that he has retired from Government service. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister please state the nature of the service his father was 
doing under Government? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 
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Extemees from Midnapore since 1933. 

*282. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (a) Will the Efon’ble 
Minister ia. charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of persons that have been externed from the Distriot 

of Midnapore since the year 1933; 

(ii) their naipes; 

(lii) their position in life when they were externed ; and 

(iv) the number that were the principal earning members of their 
respective families? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment provided for any allowance for the maintenance of the persons 
extelned or of their dependants? 

(c) If not, how do the Government propose to compensate them now? 

(d) Go the Government contemplate the withdrawal of these orders? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Twenty-eight 
externed in 1933. 

(ii) and (in) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) All except Nos. 10, 13, 15, 16, 17 and 28 of the list. 

(b) No. 

(c) No compensation is provided for under the law. 

(d) Orders have been withdrawn against all except Nos. 4, 5 and 7. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) (ii) and (Hi) of 
starred question No. *262. 

List of externees from Midnatore district. 

1. Manmatha Nath Gas, Pleader. 

2. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Teacher, Contai National School. 

3. Jaharlal Adhikari, Pleader. 

4. Birendra Nath Gupta, Gentist. 

5. Jyotish Chandra Gupta, Pleader. 

6. Bijoy Krishna Maiti, Teacher, Contai National School. 

7. Binay Jibon Ghose, Professor, Midnapore College. 

8. Surendra Nath Gas, Teacher, Contai National School. 

9. Aghore Chandra Gas, Teacher, Contai National School. 
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10. Biswanath Sen, ex-student. 

11. Bhuteswar Paria, Teacher, Contai National School. 

12. Hatindra Nath Das, Assistant Teacher, Midnapore Hindu High 
English School. 

13. Gouranshu Mukherjee, student. 

14. Gharu Chandra Das, Muktear (dead). 

15. Anil Singh, College student. 

16. Chittaranjan Das, student. 

17. Snehabindu Ghose, student. 

18. Thakapada Biswas, Professor, Midnapore College. 

19. Narayan Chandra Mukherjee, Teacher, Midnapore Collegiate 
School. 

20. Ambika Prasanna Sen, Pleader. 

21. Tarak Das Ghose, Professor, Midnapore College. 

22. Naba Jibon Ghose (was detenu — now deceased). 

23. Ram Mohon Singh, Muktear. 

24. Mon Mohon Singh, Muktear. 

25. Sailaja Nanda Sen, Newspaper Reporter. 

26. Sanat Bej (released detenu — no profession). - 

27. Nafar Ghose, hawker. 

28. Bimal Adhikari (released detenu — student). 


Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that, at least with 
reference to Mr. Thakapada Biswas, No. 18 in his list, the order of 
externment has been revoked only on his having given an assurance 
that he would not enter the district of Midnapore? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to with- 
draw the orders against Birendra Nath Gupta, Jyotish Chandra Gupta 
and Binay Jiban Ghosh, Nos. 4, 5 and .7 in the list? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as my information 
goes, two of these are residents of the Dacca district, and Government, 
just at present, are not prepared to withdraw that order. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased now to refer to the letter I have juat handed over 
to him in which the District Magistrate definitely demands an as£tirance 
that Mr. Thakapada Biswas must give a written assurance that he will 
not in future enter the district and it is on that assurance alone that 
this externment order has been withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I, Sir, correct the 
honourable member that the District Magistrate does not “demand/* 
but “demanded” in 1935? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With respect to one of the 
persons mentioned by me, I refer to' Binay Jiban Ghose, No. 7 in the list, 
will the Hon’ble the Home Minister be pleased to state if he is aware 
that he is a resident of Midnapore, and why then the order of with- 
drawal was not passed in his favour also? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not at present 
considered advisable to withdraw the order in his case. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that Mr. Thakapada Biswas 
had been a Professor of the College for more than 10 years, that he had 
been for some time Acting Vice-Principal of the College, and further 
that he had been very highly spoken of by the late Mr. Peddie, the 
then District Magistrate of Midnapore, and that he had been referred 
to by the District Magistrate as the Vice-Principal in charge who 
gave Government immense help in connection with certain difficult 
times of the College? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All these, Sir, took 
place in 1935, and this matter naturally has not come up before the 
present Government. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble the Home Minister be pleased to tell the House 
whether the externment orders have been passed under the Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Act, or under the civil law of the country ? 

The Hon’ble, Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under neither, Sir. 
(Laughter.^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that this Mr. Thakapada Biswas, 
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who was a brilliant scholar of the Calcutta University, having stood 
third in order of merit in Physics, applied for the post of a Professor 
of Physics in that College only this year, and that his ^plication has 
not been entertained on the ground that there was an externment order 
passed against him in the past? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister aware of the fact that Mr. Narendra Nath Das Gupta, a 
member of this House, is not allowed to enter the district without the 
permission of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN S I am not aware of it, 
Sir, but I am prepared to inquire into it. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL : Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister please state whether he is aware that Mr. Tarak Das Ghosh, 
also a Professor of the College for over 15 years and about 50 years 
old, was peremptorily asked to leave the place with his cows and chattel 
and goods, because he was ordered to leave the place under the order 
of externment, and it was presumed that this order was passed against 
him because his son refused to stand as a Government witness in the 
Burge murder case? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information, 
Sir. 


Prisoner Satya Narayan Chandra. 

•263. Dr. SARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether Satya Narayan Chandra, a prisoner of a conspiracy 

case (Birbhum), in Rajshahi Central Jail, suffered from 
phthisis any time during his stay in the jail ; and 

(ii) whether he was ever suspected to have been suffering from 

such complaint? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — ** 

(i) what is the present condition of his health; and 

(ii) whether any special step has been taken for his treatment? 

✓ 
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The HonMjle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The correct name 
of the prisoner is Babu Satya Gopal Chandra, and not Babu Satya 
Narayan Chandra. He never suffered from phthisis while in jail. 

(ii) No. 

(b) ( i ) Good. 

(it) No. 

Persons interned in Midnapore. 

•264. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the number of persons that have been kept interned in the 
district of Midnapore under the rules framed under the 
Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act ; 

(ii) their names; and 

(Hi) the number of them that were the principal earning members 
of their respective families? 

( b ) Did the Government provide for any allowance for the 
maintenance of the persons interned or of their dependants? 

(c) If not, do the Government propose to do so now? 

(d) Do the Government propose to withdraw these orders immedi- 
ately ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state wdiether these 
orders of internment and externment were passed under the rules framed 
under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act and under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act? 

(/) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? 

The Hcm’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Thirty-one 
persons. 

(ii) A list is placed on the Library table. 

(Hi) One. He is Natendra Nath Das, a pleader who has been allowed 
to practise in Contai Court and elsewhere with previous permission. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. Unless special circumstances justifying it in any case are 
brought to the notice of Government. 

(d) No. But cases are frequently reviewed with a view to relaxations 
consistent with public safety. 

(e) Unde# the rules framed under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist 
‘ Outrages Act. 

(/) The restrictions will be removed in each case as soon as it appear? 
that this course can be taken without prejudice to public safety. 
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Calcutta Medical College group of hospitals. 

•265. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state the number of — 

(i) Contract demonstrators ; 

(ii) Surgical and Medical Registrars ; 

(Hi) Paid House Surgeons (Internal) ; 

( iv ) Internal House Surgeons and House Physicians; 

(v) . Paid Outdoor House Surgeons and House Physicians ; and 

( vi ) Clinical Assistants, 

in the Calcutta Medical College group of Hospitals? 

(b) How many of these are Hindus and Muslims, respectively? 

(c) How many appointments have been made in these posts during 
the current year? 

(d) How many of the persons appointed during the current year are 
Hindus and Muslims, respectively ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : (a) (■ i ) 6. 

(ii) 6. 

(Hi) 6. 

(iv) 38. 

(v) 6. 

(vi) 71. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) 123. 

(d) Hindus 107 and Muhammadans 16. 


Statement referred to in clause (b) of starred’ question No. 265 . 


For term January, 
1937, to July, 
1937. 


For term August, 
1937, to January, 


1938. 


(i) Contract Demonstrators. . All Hindus 


(ii) Surgical and 
Registrars, 

Medical 

Do. 

(iii) Paid House 
(Internal). 

Surgeons 

Do. 


(iv) Internal House Surgeons /Hindus .. 17 

and House Physicians. \ Muhammadans . . 2 

(v) Paid Outdoor House Sur- /Hindus .. 2 

geons and Housed 

Physicians. L Muhaminadan .. 1 

(vi) Clinical Assistants . . { SSISLwUm ! ! ^ } 83 


All Hindus 
Do. 


Do. 

Hindus . . 17 

Muhargjhadan s . . 2 

All Hindus. 


Hindus 31 1 jjg 

Muhammadans 7 / 
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Maillvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the number of Muslim officers is so inadequate in 
the Calcutta Medical College Group of Hospitals P 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Because, in the 
opinion of the appointing authority suitable candidates are not avail- 
able. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether qualified Muslim candidates are now available- 
in sufficient numbers for appointment? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: The matter is now 
under examination, Sir. 

Mf. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(< d ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether, in view of 
the microscopic number of Muslims in the Medical College of Calcutta, 
he would consider the desirability of stopping recruitment from all 
other communities but the Muhammadan community in future years at 
least for some years to come? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I do not think it 
would be practicable even if it were desirable. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Muhammadans amongst the reputed 
private medical practitioners in Calcutta who command the biggest 
practice ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not supposed 
to know about private medical practitioners. (Laughter.) 

Electric installations for Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality. 

*286. Maulvi ABUL QUASEM : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 

(i) whether complaints have been received by Government that the 

electric installations for street lighting of the Hooghly- 
^hinsYira Municipality are defective and dangerous ; 

(ii) whether the Government have received any report of accidents 

during the last three months; 

(in) if so, how many; 
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(iv) whether the electric installation of the licensee has been recently 

examined by any responsible officer; and 

(v) if so, whether the report of the said officer will be made public? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (i) No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) Two. 

(fv) The portions of electrical installation of the licensees adjoin- 
ing the accidents and also certain other portions were recently exainined. 

(v) Departmental reports are not meant for publication, but 
matters of public interest are included in the Annual Report on the 
Administration of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910, in Bengal. 

Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state the nature 
of the accidents with reference to answer (in)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: In one case of accident, 
Sir, a widow was stretching a piece of wet cloth on a piece of copper 
wge, one end of which was tied to an iron hook, which supported a 
stay wire for the service bracket. There was a storm and a branch of 
a tree bent down and came into contact between the phase wire and the 
stay wire, with the result that the stay wire somehow or other got 
electrified through the wet cloth, and the woman was affected thereby 
and fell down senseless. There was no other accident to human life. 

With regard to the other accident, two horses fell dead. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether there has been a constant quarrel between the Municipal 
authorities and the Electric Supply Company over several matters in- 
cluding matters which can be settled only with Government interven- 
tion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This supplementary question does not arise out 
of the question of accident. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I submit that it arises out 
of the original question, I mean question (v), “whether the report of 
the said officer will be made public?” 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question as a whole deals only with reports 
of accident. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But my information is that the 
municipality had also said that in this connection and that they had 
addressed the Government with regard to that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please refer to question (ii) which 
inquires whether Government have received any report of accidents 
during the last three months? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I would respectfully draw your 
attention to question (iv) which asks: “Whether the electric installa- 
tion of the licensee has been recently examined hv any responsible 
officer, ” and I submit, Sir, that in this connection my question of 
making the report public comes in. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is entirely a separate issue. The real issue 
is with reference to accidents. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But the report about the accidents 
was made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. These questions are 
admitted on the assumption that they would not involve too many 
things. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The question is definite, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It might be, and a question might involve many 
other things, but in every case it is confined to one thing and in this 
specific case it is about accidents. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But the heading does not show 
that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned with the heading. There 
may be a mistake in it. 

Illegal exactions in Birbhum. 

*287. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Has the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department received a petition duly 
signed by 400 tenants of thana Khairasole, District Birbhum, regarding 
forceful realisation of tahuri varying at the rate from pies 6 to annas 2 
per rupee of the rent payable and cost of cheques ( receipts } by the 
zamindars? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister say what steps have been take 
by the Government to put a* stop to this undesirable and oppressiv 
practice ? 

(c) If not, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take any steps t 
relieve the poor tenants from this illegal exaction? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA&AD SINGH ROY: (a) A petition ha 
been received alleging that tahuri and costs of rent receipts are bein 
realised by the zamindars. 

( b ) The Collector of the district who was asked to enquire into th 
matter has reported that tahuri has been realised in some villages ii 
Khairasole police-station at 6 pies to 1 anna per rupee of rent and that i] 
some cases cost of rent receipts has also been realised. 

(c) The Collector is being instructed to warn the landlords con 
cerned and their agents, that these illegal exactions must cease. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble the Revemu 
Minister be pleased kindly to give the names of those zemindars wlu 
have made these illegal exactions? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government dc 
not consider it necessary to do so in the public interest. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that as a result of this warning by the Collector of the 
district, zemindars and their agents have been provoked into realizing 
fifty times more tahuri than before? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
no information, Sir. v 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister be pleased to state the total amount that has thus been 
illegally collected by the landlords? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think, 
Sir, that question arises in this connection. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister be pleased to state how long this sort of illegal exaction has 
been going on? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I think from 
time immemorial, Sir. (Laughter.) 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With refefence to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister be pleased to state when this order was 
communicated to the district authorities?" 

The Hobble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: About a fortnight 
igo. 

Labour Officers. 

*268. Messrs. SHIB NATH BANERJEE, A. M. A. ZAMAN, 
EVSIMUDDIN AHMED, SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY and 
$U KUMAR DUTTA: ( a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what will be the monthly salary of the proposed Labour Officer 

in the Labour Department; 

(ii) what will be the number and monthly salaries of the “officers” 

under the proposed Labour Officer; 

(Hi) whether these appointments are to be made by the Provincial 
Public Service Commission or the Hon’ble Minister him- 
self; and 

(iv) whether any promises regarding these appointments have been 
given to certain gentlemen? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, what are the names 
)f those gentlemen? 

(c) Whether certain persons organising rival labour organisations in 
support of the present Minister for Labour and Commerce have been 
issured of any appointment? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHR V AWARDY: (a) (i) and (ii) The 

salaries are under consideration and will be kept as low as possible 
aaving regard to the need of efficiency in the public service. There 
tvill be two officers under the proposed Labour Officer. 

(in) Appointments will be made in accordance with the appropriate 
sections of the India Act and the other Rules relating to appointments. 

(iv) Bfo. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) I am not aware that any persons are organising rival labour 
organisations in my support and no one has been assured of any appoint- 
ment. 

Mr, J. N. GUPtA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour 
be pleased to state what will be the duties of those officers who are going 
to be appointed shortly? 
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Tile Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The duty of the Laboui 
Officers will be to look after the welfare of labour. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister ii 
charge of Labour be pleased to state whether he is connected with th< 
National Jute Mill Workers’ Union, which is a rival body to the Benga 
Chatkal Mazdoor Union? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I submit, Sir, that this supple 
mentary question arises out of question (c). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please see the question, Mr. Banerjee! 
The question is: “Whether certain persons organizing rival labou: 
organizations in support of the present Minister for Labour and Com 
merce have been assured of any appointment?” That does not meai 
that the Hon’ble Minister is connected with any labour organization ! 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stab 
what he means by welfare work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That would require < 
long and detailed narration of policy which I am not prepared to giv 
now. At any rate a genuine trade union leader ought to know wha 
welfare work means. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference b 
answer (c), are we entitled to declare in public that the Hon’ble Mr. H 
S. Suhrawardy has got no connection whatsoever with the labou 
organisation in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I have ceased to hav< 
any connection with the labour organisation after I took office. . 
believe there must bo labour organisations which are following th 
policy laid down by Government through me, namely, establishmen 
of genuine trade unions that are not concerned with class hatred o 
violence or intimidation and that are not exploiting the labourers fo: 
personal political purposes, but are assisting the laboureiB to organise 
themselves for labour welfare work. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: That is no answer to nr 
* question. My question is, are we to understand that since the Hon’bl 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was appointed as the Labour Minister he cease( 
to have any connection with the labour organisation. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That was not your question. He has give n a 
categorical denial of any connection with the labour organisation. 

Mr. tl.,N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the officers who are appointed in the Labour Department to- 
look after the welfare work are acquainted with the economics of our 
life? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Am I aware that such 
an officer should be appointed by somebody else?* I am not aware of 
that. The office is examining as to what should be the requisite 
qualification of such a Labour Officer. 


Bodhana Samiti. 

*289. Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether any grants are paid to the Bodhana Samiti or the 

Association for the care and control of the feeble-minded ; and 

( b ) whether the department is going to make some special grants 

to this Samiti to help them in the special work undertaken by 
it? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) None other than those mentioned below. At present two sepa- 
rate grants are paid to the institution. An ordinary grant towards the 
maintenance of the Bodhana Niketan and a capitation grant for certain 
boarders of the Home. The department is considering the question of 
increasing these grants. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Bodhana Samity is meant 
entirely for the Hindus or for the Muhammadans as well? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not looked into 
that. I cannot say unless I get notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister b^ pleased to state the location of the office of this samity? 
Is it in Calcutta or elsewhere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is in the suburb -of 
Calcutta, 
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*270. Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

fillister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
.■state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that early last April, a number of police 
constables disappeared all on a sudden from the Mymen- 
singh Police Lines; 

■iii) whether it is also a fact that the Mymensingh Police Lines 
were searched on or about the 1st of April, 193T ; 

(iii) whether it is a fact that statements were recorded from certain 

members of the Police Force; 

•(iv) if so, from how many; 

(v) whether certain members of the force were removed in this 
connection from Mymensingh and/or Bengal; 

(vi) what are the names and number of the persons so removed; 

(vii) what are their present whereabouts; 

'(viii) whether these persons were merely transferred elsewhere or 
suspended or dismissed from service ; 

(iv) what were the reasons for the aforesaid search of the Police 

Lines in Mymensingh; and 

,(.r) what was the nature of the articles, if any, which were seized 
.as a result of the search? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (i) No. 

(it) and (iii) Yes. 

■ (tv) 4. 

(v) No. 

(vi) to (inn) Do not arise. 

(ix) A constable was found in possession of proscribed literature. 

(x) Objectionable literature. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to (ix)> what action wasjfca&en against 
the constable who was found in possession of proscribedTiterature ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The constable resigned. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Number of Assembly questions, 

247. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the Deputy Speaker 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be pleased to state — * 

(t) the number of questions tabled for this session of the Assembly 
during the period from 15th May to 15th July last; 

(vi) the number of them that were disallowed ; 

(Hi) the grounds on which each of such questions was disallowed ■ 

(iv) the number of disallowed questions which referred to the 
process-servers ; 

( v ) the number of members of the Assembly who tabled those 
disallowed questions about process-servers ; and 

(vi) the number of disallowed questions that referred to partly 
answered questions of the previous sessions of the Bengal 
Legislative Council? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER of the BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY (Mr. M. Ashraf Ali): (i) 340. 

‘ (n) 27 . 

(Hi) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(iv) Ten. 

(v) Six. 

(vi) None. 


Engagement of a Special Public Prosecutor in supersession of the local 
Public Prosecutor in Howrah. 

248. Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state if a Special Public Prosecutor in supersession of the 
local Public Prosecutor was engaged to appear in 3 recent cases at 
Howrah, viz./lSn Arms Act case against Md. Sharitf Elian, a Municipal 
Commissioner, a, case of murder known as the Kama Murder case and 
another case of murder known as the Basantapur Murder case? 

(b) Is it a fact that all 3 cases failed and the Arms Act case was 
found to be false P 
48 
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(c) Is it' a fact that after the continuance of the Arms Act case for 
9 months/ the advice of the Special Public Prosecutor to withdraw 
the case was not accepted and that the case was, pursued till the end? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total amount 
of money paid in fees to the Special Public Prosecutor in the 3 cases P 

( e ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the 
engagement of the Special Public Prosecutor in supersession of the 
(local Public Prosecutor? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing 
orders discontinuing the practice of engaging such Special Public 
Prosecutors ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. In the other 2 cases the accused were convicted by the 
Sessions Court but acquitted by the High Court on appeal. 

(c) It is not a fact that the Special Public Prosecutor ever suggested 
the withdrawal of the Arms Act case against Shariff Khan to any 
authorities. He further reports that the idea of withdrawing the case 
never arose in his mind. 

(d) Bs. 12,110-3. 

(e) In view of the special circumstances of the cases Special Public 
Prosecutor was appointed on the recommendation of the District 
Magistrate, Howrah. 

(f) The practice of engaging Special Public Prosecutors is resorted 
to on rare occasions and in very special circumstances only; it is not 
possible to discontinue the practice altogether. 


House searches of the local Krisak Party of Khairasol, Birbhum. 

249. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that 
several houses of the workers of the local Krisak Party of Khairasol 
(district Birbhum) were searched recently where nothing incriminat- 
ing was found but the workers were taken to the police-station, 
harassed and their statements were recorded? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if these activities 
of the police are not undue interference in the lawful and constitu- 
tional activities of the Krisak workers in the matter of ameliorating 
the peasants’ condition? 

(c) If so, will the Government take such steps as to put a ^top f 
to it? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDDIN & (a) Op the strength of 
search warrants issued by the District Magistrate, the houses of 4 
persons, all of Khairasol, were searched. The houses were within two 
or three hundred yards of the thana and the persons concerned did not 
raise any objection when they were asked to go to the police-station. 
They were not subjected to any harassment whatsoever. 

( b ) No. The search had nothing to do with the lawful and con- 
stitutional activities of the Krisak workers. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Depressed class Hindus as a separate community for the purpose of 

recruitment. 

250. Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whethei depressed class Hindus are considered as a separate 
community from the Hindus in general for the purpose of 
lecruitment; and 

in) the percentage fixed by Government for each of the different 
communities in the various public services P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) Yes — for certain 
services. 

(ii) The hon’ble member is referred to the recruitment rules 
governing 1 the different classes of public services throughout the 
province. 

Mr. M0NM0HAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the scheduled caste includes depressed class, and, if so, 
whether Government think it necessary in the future to record the 
scheduled caste and depressed class separately regarding their demands 
and claims? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In future there will be no 

depressed class. There will be only two castes — scheduled caste and 
caste Hindus. 


Confirmation of the Head Mistress of the P. N. Girls’ School 
(Rajshahi). 

251. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister In charge of the Education Department aware that the Head 
Mistress of the P. N. Girls’ School (Rajshahi) who is an M.A., B.T., 
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Las not been confirmed in her post ,$hc«agh she has been serving as 
such for a year? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for not doing so? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The P. N. Girls* 

School is a non-Government Institution and I have no information on 
the subject of this question. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: On a point of information, 
Sir. I find that my question has been mutilated somewhere and 
mutilated beyond recognition. From a letter written to me by Secre- 
tary, I find that only one of my questions was not allowed . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I will enquire into the matter but for the time 
being you go on with your supplementary question. 


Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this institution is a Government-aided 
institution or not? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already said that 
it is a Government-aided institution. 


Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Is the Hon’ble Education 
Minister aware that under the Education Code which I hold in my 
hand every appointment, confirmation or dismissal is subject to the 
approval of the Education Department and it is distinctly stated that 
the Inspector or Inspectress is the sanctioning authority, and is the 
Education Minister aware that in aided schools every appointment or 
dismissal is subject to the approval of the Education Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is subject to the 
approval of the Inspector or Inspectress of Schools (vide rule 25, page 
361). 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Is the Inspectress of Schools 
a Government servant or not? 

Mr. SPEAKfR: That question does not arise. You can take it 
that she is. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the confirmation of an appointment has ( 
been withheld by a letter? * '** 
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The HonMMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information on 
the point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I now definitely remember Mr. Maitra Vhy the 
drafting of your question was changed. It had to be changed because 
in the form in which it was presented it was not admissible. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Iif that question I asked for 
some information. I know you disallowed one question because it was 
a matter of opinion apart from other questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help it now. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that a letter was written by the Inspectress of Schools with- 
holding her approval of the confirmation of lady teacher and refusing 
to allow increment of pay which was granted by the Governing Body? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already said that 
we are not aware of any such letter having been written. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter as the school is suffer- 
ing? 


Mr. SPEAKER: All I can do is to send your question to the 
Department. After all you will, I hope, allow me the right to put 
it in such form as to be admissible. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Of course, Sir, you have the 
right to do that. What I wanted was to get answer to my question 
from the Hon’ble Chief Minister which is not forthcoming. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may explain, Sir, that 
in all non-Government institutions which are aided, appointments are 
generally made by the Governing Body subject to the approval of the 
Inspector or Inspectress, as the case may be, and in most cases they do 
not come up to Government unless an aggrieved party bring it to the 
notice of Government. In future if any aggrieved person bring to 
the>notice of Government any grievance I promise to make a thorough 
investigation. 

Df. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Apart from tne question of 
aggrieved persofl bringing the fact to the notice of Government, does 
the Hon’4?le Minister know that such matters are particularly taken 
notice of on othe^ than academic grounds? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give an answer 
to that off-hand: it is such a general question. I am not supposed to 
know many things. 

Platform at the Ullapara Railway Station of S. S. Railway. 

252. Mr. MD. BARA‘S ALIS (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works (Railway) Department aware that 
there is no platform at the TJllapara Railway Station of S. S. Railway 
and that a great inconvenience is felt by the travelling public for want 
of platform? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no arrangement for drinking water at 
the said station? If so, what arrangements, if any, do the Railway 
authorities contemplate to remove these inconveniences? 

The Hobble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Construction of an elevated platform is under contemplation of the 
Railway authorities. It will be taken up when funds are available. 

(b) As the water of the station well has become unfit for drinking, 
a travelling water tank is sent daily to the station from Ishurdi for 
supply to staff and passengers. 


Petition against Captain Blake. 

253. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BUR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware of a 
petition, containing allegations of ill-treatment and misbehaviour 
against Captain Blake who was the Additional District Superintendent 
of Police and the Military Intelligence Officer of the Noakhali District 
for some time, submitted by one Anilesh Chandra Ghose, an ex-student 
of Feni College, and addressed to the Private Secretary *to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal and despatched on the 20th January, 
1937, and of the fact that the said petition was forwarded to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal for taking necessary action and 
that it was so communicated to the petitioner? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, . will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government $as taken* any 
action on the petition? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the*Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and %>) Yea. 

m 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Dr. NAUNAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what action has been taken against Captain Blake? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: Papers regarding his case 
have been sent to the Military authorities for action. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what action has been taken against Captain Blake? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Persons killed by street accident in Calcutta. 

254. Mr. 8. A. COMES: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Police) Department aware of the number of cases of death 
caused by street accidents in Calcutta which are not brought before 
courts ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of all persons killed by street accidents since the 1st 
January last; and 

(ii) the number of cases that were sent up for trial ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) ( i ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(ii) 48. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) (i) of unstarred question No. 254 , 

showing the names of persons killed by street accident since 1st January, 

1937. 


If Parmeswar. 

14. 

Syed Mohd. Arab. 

2. Bhola Nath Banerjee. 

15. 

Kamal Mondal. 

3. Bishun Benia. 

16. 

Ranti Bind (female). 

4. '-Name unknown woman. 

17. 

Dhirendra Nath Bose. 

5. Mrinal (female) 

18. 

Mohd. Shariff. 

6. Nirshl (female). 

19. 

Kulpi Kalwarin (female). 

7. UpendCra Nath Sikdar. 

20. 

Sk. Kamruddin. 

8. Khater- Bud. 

21. 

Saroo Dassi (female). 

>9. Unknown male. 

22. 

Ramdin Kahar. 

10. SashiBhusan Mondal. 

23. 

Sabra Bibi (female). 

11. Chand%(female). 

24. 

Mohd. Mohasin. 

12. *Mfcnikr 

25. 

Nabi Bux. 

* *’ 

13. Haridas JBaiiagi. 

26. 

Pearoo. 
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27. 

Ushabala Shaw (female). 

53. 

Unknown Hindu male. 

38. 

Sankar Chatterjee. 

54. 

Nagen Pandit. 

29. 

Asgar Ali. 

55. 

Nanoo. 

30. 

Niri Dassi (female). 

56. 

Hiramon Shaw. 

31. 

Saydat Mian. 

57. 

Dhani Dome. 

32. 

Sadagar Chamar. 

58. 

Mr. A. M. Lockwood. 

€3. 

Mahmood. 

59. 

Abdul Haque. 

34. 

Abdul Majid. 

60. 

Satish Ch. Ghosh. 

35. 

Ibrahim Gassi. 

61. 

Subodh Ch. Das. 

36. 

Md. Ishaque. 

62. 

Ramju Kanti. 

37. 

Mohar Shaw. 

63. 

Usha. 

38. 

Deaf & dumb Muhammadan. 

64. 

Dudhit Muchi. 

39. 

Asraf Ali. 

65. 

Mohan. 

40. 

Sailendra Nath Sarkar. 

66. 

Kalabati. 

41. 

Narain Dassi. 

67. 

Alim Khan. 

42. 

Charles Faithful. 

68. 

Abdul Hakim. 

43. 

Sushila Dassi. 

69. 

Abdul Rahman. 

44. 

Bhola Prosad. 

70. 

Shaikh Kaloo. 

45. 

Raimani. 

71. 

Noulak Singh. 

46. 

Kedar Shaikh. 

72. 

Jung Bahadur. 

47. 

Chetia. 

73. 

Unknown Muhammadan female. 

48. 

Golab Dassi. 

74. 

Jagat Singh. 

49. 

Sadai Pan. 

75. 

Maliram. 

50. 

Sambhu Charan Das. 

76. 

Gopiraj Benia. 

51. 

Kadam Bewa. 

77. 

Ramprokash Dubey. 

52. 

Unknown beggar, Hindu male. 

78. 

Unknown woman. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many cases sent up for trial ended in conviction? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

255. Khan Sahib KABIRUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
(Medical) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that for 
the last 5 or 6 years Sub-Assistant Surgeons are kept purely on a tem- 
porary basis against permanent vacancies for a long time? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in tlje affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for doing so ? 

( c ) When first increment of pay of Sub-Assistant Surgeons falls 
due after they are made probationers? 
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(d) How many Sub- Assistant Surgeons are at present not getting 
the first increment although it has become overdue ? 

( e ) Is it a fact that these probationer Sub- Assistant Surgeons will 
get increments with retrospective effect in accordance with the existing 
rule ? 

(/) If answer to clause (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when this will be given effect to? 

(g) Is it a fact that tenure rules are not observed? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) On the completion of the first year of probation. 

(d) 14 officers who were appointed to permanent posts under Gov- 
ernment order in June, 1935, have not vet received their increment 
which fell due in June, 1936. 

(e) Yes. 

if) Orders will be issued shortly. 

(g) No. 

Appointment of Mussalmans in the Bengal Gardeners’ and Subordinate 
Horticultural Services. 

256. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: ya) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that of the 9 posts 
in the Bengal Gardeners’ Service only one is held by a Mussalman ? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that there is a strong feeling 
among the Mussalmans on account of the paucity of Muslim appoint- 
ments in that service? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the qualifications 
of each of the Indian and Anglo-Indian incumbents of the posts referred 
to in (a) above? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister also please state the educational 
qualifications possessed by each of the members of the Subordinate Hor- 
ticultural Service? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether he proposes to 
give more representation to Mussalmans on the occurrence of vacancies 
whether permanent or temporary in near future? 

(/) 'Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there are 
rules which lay down the minimum proportion of Mussalmans to be 
employed both ii\ the Provincial and Subordinate Horticultural Service. 

(g) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister 4 .be pleased to state whether the existing proportion of Mussal- 
aiaiis satisfy the requirements of the rules ? 



1858 


QUESTIONS. 


[23rd Sept., 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daqca: 

*(a) There are only four such posts under the control of my department 
out of which one is held by a Muslim. 

( b ) I am aware of such feelings. 

( c ) and (d) A statement regarding officers under the control of my 
department is placed on the table. 

(e) As far as the posts under the control of my department are con- 
cerned, I am going into the question of fixing a percentage for Muslims, 
Hindus and scheduled castes. I can also give this assurance that in 
filling up future vacancies the claims of qualified Muslims and scheduled 
castes will not be overlooked till the percentages are not fixed. 

(/) According to the existing rules appointment in the Bengal 
Gardeners’ Service in India is made by promotion and the question of 
communal representation therefore does not arise. The proportion fixed 
for Muslim representation in the Subordinate Horticultural Service is 
one-third. 

(g) Yes, as far as the posts under the control of my department are 
concerned under the existing rules. The whole question of fixing a 
ratio is going to be considered very soon. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses ( c ) and (d) of unstarred 
question No. 256. 

Bengal Gardeners’ Service. 

jS\ Mitra, Esq., Curator, Royal Botanic Garden, Sibpur, n.d.h., r.d.h., 
b. sc. (Cal.). — Studied gardening first under a Kew trained 
gaidener; subsequently at Reading. 

S. N. Basu, Esq., Curator, Lloyd Botanic Garden, Darjeeling. — Studied 
up to the Entrance Standard of the Calcutta University. Studied 
gardening under a Kew trained horticulturist. 

M. Jones, Esq., Assistant Curator, Government Gardens, Calcutta.— 
Was trained in St. Andrews’ Kalimpong Homes where he gained 
experience in the management of labour, being in charge of coolie 
labour there. Acquired experience in horticultural operations 
under Kew trained horticulturists. 

Maulvi Md. Quasem Ali, Assistant Curator, Royal Botanic Garden, 
Sibpur. — Passed Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity in the Second Division in 1914 and I. A. Examination in 1918, 
then I. Sc., in 1924, from the same University. He also passed 
the Preliminary Scientific M. B. Examination of the Calcutta 
University having Botany as one of the subjects. He has studied 
Botany, Zoology, Physics and Chemistry. Gained expdtienre under 
experienced horticulturists. 
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Subordinate Horticultural Service. 

J. A. Hulbert, Esq., Overseer, Government Gardens, Calcutta. — 
Educated at St. Andrews’ Colonial Homes. Subsequently employed 
in the Cinchona Department for many years under Kew trained 
horticulturists. 

Maulvi Gholam Mohiuddin, Overseer, Royal Botanic Garden, Sibpur. — 
Passed the I. Sc. Examination of the Calcutta University with 
Botany as one of the subjects in the year 1922. He studied in the 
3rd year class of the Calcutta Medical College where in the first 
year class he had practical and theoretical Botany as one of his 
subjects of study. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what the standard qualifications are for the' Gardeners 
Service P 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I ask for notice. 


Appointments with salary of more than Rs. 50 in different departments 

of Government. 

257. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state — ■ 

(i) the number of appointments with initial salary of more than 

Rs. 50 made in the different departments of Government 
since the 1st April, 1937 ; and 

(ii) the number that were filled on the advice of the Bengal Public 

Service Commission? 


MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (i) The information desired by the 
hon’ble member is not readily available and cannot be obtained with- 
out an expenditure of time, labour and money which Government are 
not prepared to undertake. 

(#) Elefen posts have so far been filled after consulting the Bengal 
Public Service Commission. 
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Expenditure for the Industrial and Agricultural training of the detenus 
up till 30th June, 1937. 


258. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the expenditure that has been incurred in connection with the 

Industrial and Agricultural training of the detenus up till 
30th June, 1937; 

(ii) the amount of receipt from the sale of products prepared by 

the detenus up to the 30th June, 1937; 

(Hi) the name of the officer in charge of the training and the 
qualifications he has got with regard to the industries in 
which the detenus are being trained ; 

(iv) the number of detenus that are being trained in industry and 

agriculture; and 

(v) the method for utilising such training? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make a statement show- 
ing the progress of work with regard to the training of the detenus in 
agriculture and industries? 

(c) Have the Government any other scheme in contemplation for 
giving training to the detenus who are not receiving training now? 

( d ) Have the Government any scheme in contemplation for .giving 
employment to the detenus who will remain unemployed after their 
release ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a)(i) Rs. 2,59,195. 

(ii) Credited to Government — Rs. 16,624; amount still to be 
realised and the value of finished products in hand — Rs. 25,106. 

(in) Mr. S . C. Mitter, b.sc. (Eng.), London, Director of Indus- 
tries is in general charge. 

(iv) S3 on the 8th September. Vacancies will be filled as soon as 
possible. 

(v) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the com- 
munique issued* by Government on the 1st September, 1936, on this 
subject. 

( b ) Up to date 241 detenus have completed their trailing, and been 
released and set up with capital advanced by Government. ^Five 
centres have been opened giving training in agriculture and industries 
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like m brella-inakmg . pottery, cutlery, and manufacture of mother-of- 
pearl &uttous.‘ 

(c) None at present. 

(d) No. 


Road Development Projects of Rajshahi. 

250. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the roads in the district 
of Rajshahi selected by the Special Officer, Road Board, to be imme- 
diately improved for their heavy traffic and administrative importance? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District Board of Rajshahi has already 
approached the Government for financial grant for the improvement of 
their roads? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of making any such giant 
to the Board? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the yearly receipts 
from the Motor Petrol Tax? 

(e) Does the District Board of Rajshahi get any grant out of the 
receipts ? 

(/) If the answer to ( e ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any grant from the Motor Petrol 
Tax will be given to the Rajshahi District Board in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) The report of the Special Officer, Road Development Projects, has 
not yet been received. 

(b) No. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) About Rs. 13 lakhs. 

(e) and (/) No. Lump grants from the Petrol Tax Fund are not 
made to District Boards for the general purpose of improving their 

roads. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this much expected report of the Road Develop- 
ment Special Officer will be available? 

Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: , 

I think within a couple of months. 



1862 SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND FOR GRANT. [23kd Sept., 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister 

remember that in reply to a previous question some time ago he gave 
us an assurance that the report would be forthcoming within one 
month ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I do not remember what I said exactly, but I do not think it matters 
much if it is one month or two months. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: On a point of information. 
Sir. I do not quite understand why in reply to a starred question of 
mine, namely, No. 256 at page 17 of the question papers, which con- 
cerns the Local Self-Government Department, the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister has replied. May I know the reason. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the question has been answered by the 
Minister in charge of the Scheduled Districts. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, as it is 
an excluded area it is under the Revenue Minister. 


Certificates filed for rents in Noakhali. 

280. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 1934-35, 1935-36 and 1936-37 in the 
district of Noakhali — 

(i) the total number of the certificates filed at the Hatiya, Sand- 

wip and Char- Alexander khas mahal circles; 

(ii) the number of the khas mahal raiyati holdings and tenures sold; 

(Hi) the number of certificates executed during May to October of 

the period with special reference to the Island circles; and 

(iv) the number of certificates filed for the current year’s rent in 
the khas mahal circles, especially in the Island circles? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The information 
cannot be supplied within the time available. 


Supplementary Demand for Grant. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you pro- 
ceed with the next item of business may I ask you to give us jour 
ruling on one or two matters which will clear up the position so far 
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as the supplementary budget discussions are concerned. I will put all 
these questions at once so that the time of the House may be economis- 
ed. 

My first difficulty ha§ been with regard to the period of 3 days 
that is required between the presentation of this budget under the 
rules and its discussion. May we know whether that requirement of 
3 days will be complied with even if 3 clear days do not intervene. 

My second question is, Sir, whether you would permit supple- 
mentary budget to be put in when the Public Accounts Committee that 
has been provided for under the rules and standing orders has not been 
constituted and had not had time to examine the expenditure of the 
province and further expenditure have not been approved of by them. 

My third difficulty has been with regard to the provision for voted 
and charged expenditure; w'e have, for example, with regard to certain 
items, namely, the President and the Speaker’s emoluments, passed 
the amounts in toto as voted amount. It has now been placed before 
us again partly as charged and partly as voted amount. I submit 
that when once we have passed the amount as voted there can be no 
necessity under the Act to put it again partly as voted and partly as 
charged. It will only reduplicate the work. But, of course, with 
regard to the items which have been formerly placed as charged but 
now placed as voted like the Official Assignee’s amount, they are quite 
in order. But even here the difficulty lies in the fact that these 
expenses have already been authenticated by His Excellency and there- 
fore cannot be re-opened. 

My fourth difficulty has been with regard to Acts of the legislature 
which are termed as Finance Acts. I submit that by virtue of the Act 
of the legislature if the special provisions have been made and a certain 
amount of expenditure is provided for, that expenditure need not be 
covered over again by supplementary voting on demands for grant. 
It leads to a very anomalous position, Sir. We have in this House 
voted certain amounts in connection with certain items after discus- 
sions in the legislature. If that demand is again put to the House 
and supposing we vote against the provision it becomes a contradictory 
vote. I submit when once under an enactment which is a Finance 
Act we have voted for an expenditure the Accountant-General has got 
the authority to permit the expenditure, and no further voting on 
supplementary budget is necessary. 

I would like to know your ruling, Sir, on these four points. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There are one or two points which I would like ta 
ask the Finance or any other Minister who may be concerned before I 
give my decision on them. My first point is that Standing Rule 121 
8a y® *The Governor exercising his individual judgment shall 
allot one or more days not earlier than three days after the day allotted 
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for such presentation, (a) for votitig on "the demands for supplementary 

grants,- or (b) ,v* : . I want Jo hear Hon’ble Minister, 

Finance, dr the Minister concerned whether there has be£n sufficient 
compliance with 121 (2). 

My next point of difficulty as regards the voted and charged comes 
in, not on the point which Dr. Sanyal has raised but on another point 
which strikes me after the question has been put and that is: can this 
House take cognisance of any expenditure as charged, unless it is so 
declared by an Act. Now the Act has not yet been passed by the 
Upper House and whether as such this House can takers a charged 
expenditure an amount which is still only contingent so far as the 
“charge’’ is concerned. In any case it has not received the Governor’s 
assent and I do not know at what stage it is now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL1NI RAN JAN 8ARKER: So far as the 

Miiristers’ salary is concerned that comes under the Act, but regarding 
the other the Act has not yet been passed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The President’s and the 
Speaker’s salaries are charged but tlie travelling allowance and salaries 
of the members are not charged. Anything that is not charged should 
be provided for by a supplementary budget. As regards anything 
that is charged I am inclined to agree with Dr. Sanyal that you 
cannot have two votes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Our point is this: that 
so far as the President’s and Speaker’s salary is concerned this cannot 
be described as charged now in view of the fact that this Bill Has not 
yet received the Governor’s assent. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If those Bills do not 
receive the assent of the Governor then in that case there will b£ no 
occasion for expenditure of money and it will only be 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Don’t you, Sir Nazimuddin, see the difficulty that 
you are proposing to incur an expenditure but not putting it for the 
vote of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Our point of order is 
this; that by describing these expenditure as charged you are taking 
them away from the vote of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not so, if I may 

submit. There are only two possibilities; onejs that either this sum 
will have to be paid for under the provision of the Government of 
India Act according to the amount fixed kp His JBxcellencjP^he 
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j|Wnor~-that is also" charged — or in the* other alternative it is’ going 

"be paid according to tbe'Afct which is again charged. The question 
Voting ot this amount does not arise. 

Mr. 8PE AKER: What the Governor has fixed, — is that charged? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, it is charged 
cording to ..the Act. Whichever it is, it is going to be a charged 
nount, so that the question of voting does not arise. As regards 
e Speaker^ and President’s salary, that comes under section 
; (,“j) (V) f . A any other expenditure declared by this Act or any Act of 
e Provincial Legislature to be so charged. These two Bills propose 
make charged expenditure of the salary of the Speaker and the 
resident. 

Mr, SPEAKER: My point is that till the Act is passed so far as 
e Speaker’s and the President’s salaries are concerned, can this be a 
Larged item. 

The -Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My submission is that 
ren if the charge is not agreed to, let it be a voted item. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The Speaker’s and 
ie President’s salary is already a voted item. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarker, do you agree that until the Act is 
assed it cannot be charged. 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I agree. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That being so, may I take it that you are taking 
ut the demand regarding supplementary demand of the Speaker’s and 
’resident’s salary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I am prepared to 
ake it out. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It will be open to the Government to take supple- 
aentary demand in the next session. As regards the question of 
days, has there been a sufficient compliance? 

^/The Hon’ble Mr. NA4.KNI RANJAN SARKER: I cannot say, but 
indented the supplerhestilery demand on the 20th and to-day wo ere 
wkin£ the dehkmdB. 
ft 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Should we not then get 
more time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a highly technical matter and it requires 
probably a reference to the General Clauses Act. I think if the 
Hon’ble Home Minister is pleased to request the Advocate-General who, 
I see, is present, if he is willing to help me with his views I shall 
be grateful. 

- 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the House do not want 
to discuss it to-day we might discuss it to-morrow and we might go 
oa with the Tenancy Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that will be better. As regards the ques- 
tion of Dr. Sanyal regarding the Public Accounts Committee on 
supplementary demands I think Dr. Sanyal does not know the function 
of the Public Accounts Committee. The Public Accounts Committee 
does not function till the Accountant-General prepares a report on the 
expenditure already incurred. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it not the practice, Sir, to place 
the supplementary expenditure before the Public Accounts Committee? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Dr. Sanyal is making a confusion 
between the Finance Committee and the Public Accounts Committee. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: So far as the demand 
for Official Assignee is concerned, that demand was voted by the 
Assembly and that has been included in the old budget and that has 
been authenticated by the Governor and still, because of a mistake, 
it is being brought forward as an uncharged expenditure for the vote 
of the House. How can the House vote twice on the same thing. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have not voted but 
discussed. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: My point iB this; that 
we have included it in the authenticated schedule of expenditure as 
charged expenditure. You wrongly advised the Governor to 
authenticate the schedule in respect of that and now you bring forward 
this expenditure for the vote of the House. , * 



J937.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1807 


Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please write out your objection? In 
view of the fact that it is proposed to take this matter up to-morrow 
I would only say this much that if the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
thinks that the matter should be taken up to-morrow then a fresh order 
will be required from the Governor acting in his individual judgment; 
otherwise it cannot be taken up. So necessary steps will he taken and 
the matter will be proceeded with by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, may I make a submission? We 
the new members who have come to this House know, as also everybody 
else knows, the difficulties regarding questions whether they are in 
order or out of order and your ruling about this matter has come to 
us only recently. But we had to submit our amendments long before 
and our amendments are going to be out of order if you become very 
strict in this way. Most of our amendments then will be summarily 
finished and we would get little opportunity to place our view points. 
Therefore I submit that some latitude should be given to us this time 
as has been done in the cases of questions, Bills and other matters 
and you will kindly help us so that our amendments may not be out 
of order. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As I said, nobody is more anxious to help the 
members than myself, because I feel the point which Mr. Rasik Lai 
Biswas has placed that at least at this early stage it is my duty to 
see that things are in their proper form, but 1 think even Mr. Rasik 
La! Biswas will recognise the limitations of human nature and if one 
gets only two days for 1,700 amendments I do not think it will be 
possible for any one man to deal with 1,700 amendments and to put 
them in proper form. If, however, he wants to draw my attention to 
any particular amendment which he wants to put in form I will 
cei thinly look into the matter. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, with respect to clause 18 
I have to say something. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask you to draw my attention when 
clause 18 is taken up. In the meantime if it is not on the agenda 
will you please mention the matter to Secretary. 
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I had better adjourn the Council for prayers now and after the 
adjournment clause 11 will be taken up. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After Adjournment.) 

Clause 11. 

# 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with refer- 
ence to this clause I have a short notice amendment suggesting the 
deletion of sub-clause (2) of clause 11. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think there is no objection to this amendment 
being moved as notice has been given of this amendment by quite a 
number of members. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I formally 
beg to move that sub-clause (2) of clause 11 be deleted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 11(1) in line 1 for the word “landlord” the words “landlord 
of an under-raiyat” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I think it 
is quite unnecessary and redundant. It is (dear from the section that 
“landlord” cannot mean anything else. 

The moion was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 11, as amended stands part of the Bill, 
was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, may I ask you to kindly 
put these matters in such a way that most of the members m&y follow. 
I must frankly admit that you, Sir, have always been very kind to 
guide us in understanding the matter under discussion but since 
yesterday a feeling has grown up that you too, Sir, who is the most 
cautious person in this House, seem to be in a hurry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, I am ery sorry for this remarks of 
yours and I have yet to know how better the guiding can be done by 
anybody else; because so far as this clause is concerned, sub-olause (- 1 
has been deleted and with regard to the first clause the amendmeid 
proposed was of a very formal nature. If there are members who d< 
not understand this, it is beyond my limits to make them understand 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL: Sir, what I have submitted, 
is with regard to thg future clauses that will be coming up. 

# 


Clause 12 . 


Babll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg formally to move that 
for clause 12 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“12. In section 48F of the said Act for the words ‘but shall not 
be transferable except with the consent of the landlord’ the words ‘and 
shall be transferable like any other immoveable property subject to the 
conditions hereinbefore and hereinafter enacted’ shall be substituted. ” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
point out that this amendment is outside the scope of this Bill. It 
is also difficult to follow the implications of this amendment. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, you will see that section 48F of the 
Tenancy Act remains as it is except that certain provisions are added 
to it. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I may submit, Sir, that with 
reference to clause 13 which amends sub-section (2) of 48G, in section 
20A which makes the oceupancy-raiyat holdings transferable, there is 
some reference that it is not recoverable by virtue of that section and 
the amendment proposed by clause 13 deals with that. I therefore 
submit that my amendment is perfectly in order. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It would have been in order if you had put it in 
a slightly different form. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, I think I have put 
it in the proper form in my revised amendment which is printed in 
Part III. 

Sir, may I be permitted to explain the point? The Hon’ble mover 
of this Bill suggests by clause 12 that certain words be inserted and 
with the insertion of those words the amended 48F section will read 
as follows : — 

“The holding o'f an under-raiyat shall descend in the same manner 
as other immovable property but subject to the provisions of sub- 
section (2) of section 48G shall not be transferable except with the 
consent of the landlord.” 
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We understand that that amendment if givei^ effect to will make 
an occupancy under-raiyati holding transferable^ without the consent 
of the landlords. Mr. Biswas’s amendment, al^T seems to me not very 
happily worded so I would suggest that instead of adding any words 
in the present section it should be made clear by a proviso in the 
following words that occupancy under-raiyati holdings would be 
transferable like occupancy-raiyati holdings: — 

“Provided that the holding of an under-raiyat who has a right of 
• occupancy shall be transferable in the same manner as the holding of 
a raiyat with occupancy right.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I think you will have to add the further words 
“subject to the provisions of section 48G (2).” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: I would not refer to 
section 48G (2) because it is a better practice to make an amendment 
as independent and self-contained as possible. Section 48F says that 
no under-raiyati holding can be transferred without the consent of the 
landlord. My amendment only adds to the exception. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, my amend- 
ment seeks to confer the right of transferability on occupancy under- 
raiyats without the consent of the landlord and it makes an exception 
with regard to all other under-raiyats. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rai Harendra Nath Choudhury’s amendment is 
exactly the same. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Should not 
Mr. Rai Choudhury’s amendment mention section 48G? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you look to section 48F of your draft you will 
find the words that “subject to the provisions of section 48G (2)” a 
tenancy shall be transferable. But under section 48G (2) that is not 
merely transferable but there are other things as well. Mr. Rai 
Choudhury wants to retain the other rights and liabilities in section 
48G and he wants to bring in here section 48F only, so far as the 
under-raiyats are concerned. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is difficult foi 
me to say anything about Rai Choudhury’s amendment without further 
examination. I can say that Mr. Rai Choudhury’s amendment is ia 
order but it is dangerous to accept it without further examination. I 
would stick to my own amendment. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: I beg to move that for 
clause 12, the folldfcping be substituted, namely: — 

“12. To section 48F the following proviso shall be added, 
namely : — • 

Provided that the holding of an under-raiyat who has a right 
of occupancy shall be transferable in the same manner as 
the holding of a raiyat with occupancy right.” 

The object of my amendment is to make the position perfectly 
clear. It is recognised in Parliamentary practice that an amendment 
should be as much independent of the other clauses as possible. So 
I do not refer to section 48G. My amendment and clause 12 suggest 
the same thing. My amendment clearly makes the occupancy under- 
raiyati holdings transferable like occupancy raiyati holdings. If that 
be the object of clause 12 of the Bill, then certainly that object will 
be much better achieved by my draft because I do not at all interfere 
with the words of the present section and import any reference to 
another section. The disability that is mentioned in the present 
section 48F remains but that disability is taken away by way of an 
exception made in favour of occupancy under-raiyats by the proviso 
that I have suggested. T think, therefore, that my draft is a better 
draft and so I would request the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill to accept it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I have already 
explained my position. I do not agree with Mr. Rai Choudhury but 
think that the Government draft is equally clear. I would prefer to 
stick to my own draft. 

The motion wias put and lost. 

The question that clause 12 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will agree that this amendment should come in under section 48G (2). 
If you refer to section 26G which has been amended, you will find 
that the Hon’ble Minister has taken out that section from the excep- 
tion clause. Section 26G does not refer to the relationship between 
the landlord and the tenant. So if the words “his immediate landlord” 
are allowed to remain, then the rights and privileges conferred under 
section 26G will be automatically denied to under-raiyats, because this 
sub-section will regd that the under-raiyat will be entitled to enjoy 
all the rights and liabilities of a raiyat as regards his immediate 
landlord only. Section 26F does not refer to landlord, so if the words 
his immediate landlord” be taken out the intention becomes clearer 
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and there will be no legal disputes in a court of law. The under- 
raiyat will be entitled to enjoy the rights unde** section 26G which 
the Hon’ble Minister wants to give him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you realise that sections 26A to 26J are being 
omitted ? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, but the under-raiyat is 
allowed to enjoy all the rights and liabilities of a raiyat other than 
those conferred under sections 20, 21 and 22. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point of Mr. Biswas is that an under-raiyat 
with a right of occupancy has got a certain relationship with the 
mortgagor. If you retain the words “his immediate landlord” the net 
effect is that he will be deprived of the privileges of that section. 
That is his contention. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The idea is to 
limit it to his immediate landlord and not to give him any right 
against the landlord of his landlord. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: But how does that arise? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, how does it arise? The 
relationship is between tenant and tenant and between raiyats and 
under-raiyats. Then how can this dispute arise between the raiyat 
and the under-raiyat? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, have you anything to say whether his 
contention is within the scope of the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My point is this, 
that in section 26G wo are only giving certain rights to under-raiyats, 
and that right is this, that he should have the right of transferability 
with certain exceptions. That should be only with regard to his 
immediate landlord, and we do not propose to extend that right to 
his superior landlord. That is wdiy I maintain that this amendment 
really extends the scope of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want Sir Bijoy, to deprive the under- 
raiyat with occupancy rights, i.e., an occupancy under-raiyat, of the 
right given in section 26G? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I draw your 
attention to section 49 of the Aet? (Mr. Santosh Kttmar Basu: The 
whole Bill is a ‘49’ Bill.) (Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas: The Bill 
is ‘49.’) 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, but the Hon’ble 
Minister has changed section 26G. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Section 26G is exactly the same as was originally 
moved by you. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir, it 
will not really affect his right. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, Mr. Biswas, that section 49 will meat 
your point. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Not exactly, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I do not hold that it is beyond scope. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. 
You will please remember that when it was proposed by Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Sen to introduce the under-raiyat in section 26G under clause 6, 
you ruled that out of order, because chapter V did not refer to his 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I have already ruled that Mr. Biswas’s 
amendment is in order, and I am now asking him to move it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 13 before sub-clause (1) the following be inserted, namely: — 

( al ) the words “as regards his immediate landlord” shall be 
omitted. 

When you have once allowed me to move this amendment, I hope, 
Sir, you will also kindly allow me to move a short-notice amendment 
for the deletion of the words “as against such landlord” in sub-clause 
( 11 f) of sub-section (2) of section 48G. This escaped my notice, and 
I submit that these words also ought to go out, inasmuch as it is a 
consequential amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: That is exactly the 

case. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 

^ is consequential. # It is, on the contrary, a substantial amendment 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
entitled to intervene when I am in possession of the House? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: May I rise on a 

point of order? Mr. Biswas did not give any notice of iis amendment, 
and it being a short-notice amendment I have had no time to consider 
the matter. 

Mr. SlIRENDRA NATH BISWAS: If you would kindly allow me 

to move this amendment, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult for me to find out off-hand 
whether it is consequential or not. It is a highly technical matter. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I again rise, Sir, 
on a point of order. In view of sub-section (m), Mr. Biswas’s amend- 
ment practically means nothing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Even if there be nothing in it, it is not out of 
order. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Section 26G has been so 
amended as to give retrospective effect to the indebtedness of a raiyat- 
debtor so far as the usufructuary mortgage is concerned, and the House 
has accepted that amendment, and that section stands amended. So, 
if the words “as regards his immediate landlord” be omitted from sec- 
tion 48G, it does not harm the interest of the raiyat or the under-raiyat. 
On the otheT hand, if it is not deleted and if it is allowed to remain in 
section 48G, the legal question will arise as to whether an under-raiyat 
will be allowed to enjoy the rights and privileges conferred by section 
48G. That is, Sir, why I am moving this amendment, so that in future 
no legal question may arise in the law courts. That is the only 
purpose of my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What about your amendment No. 585? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I do not move it, Sir. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that clause 13(2) 
be omitted. 

I expected that- the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister himself would 
move a short-nofice amendment in this matter, as he is an expert in this 
matter and is reinforced by a large number of Secretaries, etc., to help 
him. Here, Sir, the matter is to give the right of surrender to the 
under-raiyat, and it is clear in the Bill itself; but by taking away the 
figure ‘86’ in clause 13(2) you are taking away practically that right 
of surrender. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; Not taking away, 
but I am giving that right of surrender. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Sir, I, too, have got an 

amendment Under clause 13, but it has not been printed and perhaps 
left out by mistake. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will just see to it. 

Mr, RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Sir, the right of surrender has been 
given to under-raiyats under section 8G of the Act, and if section 85A 
is put in here, then that right is taken away. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Surely. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I do not find in the Bengal Tenancy Act any section such as section 
85 A. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: It is a new “proposed” 
section. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Never mind. It is 

printed so in the Bill. Unless we dispose of section 85A and it is 

said here “said Act” we cannot take up these clauses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But consequential changes will be made. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, this amendment 
cannot be moved at all as this section is not in the Act itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would remind the Kumar Sahib of a famous 
dictum that Parliament can do everything except making a man woman 
and a woman man ! 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Then, Sir, there is some hope for 
us. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment of Bai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 
18 number 1588 and will be found in part V, which has just been 
handed over to me, and it runs as follows: ‘That for clause 13, the 
following shall be substituted 

“in sub-section ( 2 ) of section 48G of the said Act”.’, and so on. 
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The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROYi I have not seen 
the amendment as yet, Sir, and I am afraid I have got to object to the 
moving of this amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let him move first, and then yon can object. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: I am afraid, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister is breaking all Parliamentary practice. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise on a point 
of order, Sir, and I do not think now I can be criticised by Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose in spite of the fact that he is the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion. My point of order is that amendment has just been handed over 
to me and I have had no time to examine what it is, and on this ground 
I object to this amendment being taken up to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think, Sir Bijoy, you can object on the 
ground that it has just been handed over to you, because in a matter 
where more than 1,700 amendments have got to be dealt with, I said 
definitely that Government must have to accept responsibility for the 
consequence. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from Congress members). And 
in spite of the fact that you had two sub-deputy collectors, four upper- 
division clerks, six typists, and another six clerks in addition to our 
staff, I mean the Assembly Department staff, these things were left 
out, and we found out too late that this was left out, and as soon as I 
found it out I immediately ordered these things to be separated and to 
be printed up. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Do you want me, 
Sir, to take responsibility with regard to an amendment which I have 
had no opportunity of seeing even? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I shall have to adjourn the House. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: All right, Sir. 
If necessary, it will have to be done. I have no objection. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May I point out, Sir, how many 
times the Hon’hle the Revenue Minister has not handed over to us 
6hort-notice amendments of his? Though it is not a short-notice 
amendment of ours, to start with, as notice was given duly — but it was 
not printed for some reason or other. And it does not lie in the mouth 
of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to raise any objection now after 
having decided to bring in his Bill in this form and asking ns to go 
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through Ms bui^h of short-notice amendments every now and then. 
Therefore, Sir, the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister,; if I am not guilty 
of using an un-Parliamentary expression, must stew in his own juice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best course under the circumstances 
would be for me to adjourn the House for half an hour, during which 
time the copy of this amendment will be circulated. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: I hope. Sir, during that interreg- 
num the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will derive inspiration from 
other quarters ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unless Government say that they are prepared to 
agree to an adjournment of the House and do nothing till to-morrow, 
I am quite prepared to take up any other section which may be pointed 
out to me. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope, Sir, you 
will also realize the difficulty of Government, because it is impossible 
for them to decide one way or the other with regard to an amendment 
unless they can go through it very carefully, and with regard to short- 
notice amendments moved on behalf of Government, I trust the Opposi- 
tion wdll realize that Government’s short-notice amendments were not 
accepted until the notices of those amendments were circulated, and 
even in some cases their consideration was postponed by a day. 

(At this stage there was confusion and considerable uproar in the 
chamber.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think, Sir Bijoy, if you go 
through this list of amendments, then I am sure you will find that it 
will take you not more than 10 minutes to study them. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Then, you are too optimistic, Sir, 
with regard to Sir Bijoy ! 


Mr. SPEAKER: In the list you will find that as regards clause 14 
there is only one extra; as regards clause 15, there is only one extTa; 
and the same is also the case with regard to clause 16. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But, Sir, I have 
not studied those things at all and do not know what they are even ! 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that in view oi the fact Jhat you are not 
ready to take up this amendment, I have no other alternative but to 
adjourn the House for half an hour, during which time, as I have 
suggested before, the amendment may be circulated, unless, of course, 
you want me to take up any other section. 

Matilvi ABDUL BARI: May I submit one point to you, Sir? The 
matter under discussion is not only one between the Hon’ble the 
Revenue Minister and my friend Rai Harendra Nath Choudhury. It 
concerns the whole House. Unless amendments are circulated in time, 
how can the House consider each of them properly? However long 
the matter might take, it is desirable that we should have a thorough 
discussion of all the amendments. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bari, I hope you will realize that, so far as I 
am concerned, I am prepared to sit as many days as the members like, 
but you will also realize the fact that we are in the midst of a Bill which 
a good number of members of this House are anxious to finish, and if 
I am to adjourn the House and do nothing to-day, which would mean 
the loss of two to three hours, in respect of a matter for wdiich only 
the limitations of human nature were responsible, I am quite prepared 
to do that. But I hope that you on your part will realize the 
consequences. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The question before the House is whether 
short-notice amendments should be accepted or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will also realize that it is not a matter 
of short-notice amendment. Perhaps, Mr. Bari was having a little nap 
while I was speaking a few minutes ago. 

(Mr. Santo sh Kijmar Basu : Wake up, Mr. Bari; wake up!) 

The fact is that these amendments were duly given notice' of, and in 
spite of the fact, as I said, that a very large staff dealt with them, yet 
they were not able to do anything more than thereby sort them out and 
these amendments escaped them. When I found this out, I immediate- 
ly got these things printed up and it has come up to the House in the 
form of part V, and several sections of the Act are involved there. 
And in view of this I am prepared to take this step of adjourning the 
House to which the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister is also agreeable. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think it will take 
a little time to examine these amendments and as some of the members 
of this side of the House are not prepared to support or oppose these 
amendments without careful examination it will be fair not to take up 
the consideration of these amendments to-day. If that, necessitates 
.the adjournment of the House now, I would prefer that. 
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Mr. SWEARER: I do pot want to waste three hours to-day. All 
I want to do is to leave these amendments for discussion to-morrow. 
In the meantime we will take up the other clauses. 

The amemjjrfients to clauses 14 and 16 were not moved. 


Clause 17 . 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I beg to move that 
clause 17 be omitted. 

From a landholder’s point of view this is perhaps the most injurious 
clause of the Bill. I appeal to the members of the House to sit as 
judges and take a dispassionate view of the real situation. Sir, the 
zemindars have to pay revenue to the Government at the end of every 
three months along with the tenants’ share of the road and education 
cesses. They have to make these payments irrespective of their 
ability or otherwise to realise their dues from the tenants. Famine, 
flood or pestilence is no excuse for the non-payment of revenue or cesses 
on the fixed date. Now, Sir, the ability to regularly realise rents and 
cesses from the tenants depends on the condition of the raiyats which 
is again dependent on climatic condition of the country. Even with 
the most cordial relationship subsisting between the landlords and the 
raiyats, the circumstances often make it impossible for the tenants to 
pay their rents to the landlords. The landlord is compelled to give 
time to the tenants and wait for better times. Sir, the Bengal tenants 
specially the cultivator raiyats are very good pay masters. When in 
affluence they consider it a sinful thing not to pay the rent. Their 
attachment to their landlord is of exceptionally high order. Black 
sheep there are both among landholders and tenants. But they consti- 
tute a minute fraction of the total number. 

In the majority of cases the landholders do not charge any interest 
if the rents* are amicably realised out of court. So, Sir, for practical 
purposes, as a source of income, the provision of interest is of trifling 
importance to the landholder. But from the view point of zemindari 
management and regular realisation of arrears this provision of interest 
is of immense value to the landholder. First of all the fear of interest 
charge is a great incentive for payment of arrears as soon as they fall 
due. In the, next place the remission of interest as a concession is very 
helpful in realising long standing arrears. 

If this rate of interest payable on arrears is lowered to a level which 
is at least 75 per fcent. less than the prevailing rate of interest in the 
ullages, all fear of prompt payment of arrears will vanish. * The 
defaulter* tenant will not think of paying the arrears until hiS ‘other 
debts bearing a higher rate of interest are paid off. 
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Sir, the trend of recent tenancy legislation and the general attitude 
of the legislature towards the landholders have considerably depre- 
ciated the market value of\nemindaries. It is now almost impossible 
for a landholder to raise a loan on 6 per cent. Cautious banking 
concerns as a rule do not advance loans to zemindars. "'We have to 
borr&w from private mahajans and the rate of interest now in vogue 
usually ranges between 9 per cent, and 15 per cent. Such being the 
case, the lowering of the rate of interest on arrears of rent will mean 
ruin to many landholders without bringing any real relief to the 
tenants. I therefore suggest that this amendment for the omission 
of clause 17 may be accepted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 612-G26 are beyond the scope 
of the Bill and they therefore go out. I might explain here that this 
Bill suggests reduction of interest. But the amendments want total 
abolition of interest: therefore they are outside the scope of the Bill. 
If you had made it one per cent, then they would have been in order. 

Mr. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: There is no limit in reduction: it 
may be brought to a nil. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not agree with your mathematical definition 
of “zero”. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move that in clause 17 
in line 2 for the words “six and a quarter” the words “five” be 
substituted. 

This would be in accordance with the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of the Bill which is to lessen the burden of the cultivators. I 
do think the retention of 12£ interest is an anachronism and it seems to 
me that 5 per cent, is an adequate compensation for delay in payment 
of rent. I need not say anything more. 

t; ^ 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: I beg to move that in clause 17 in line 
2 for the words “six and a quarter” the word “nine” be substituted. 

The reason why I move this amendment is this. This rate of 
interest of 12£ per cent, was introduced in the original section not by 
way of accident but intentionally. It is not a random measure that 
was passed due to any pressure brought to bear upon the So^fse in 
order to insert these words in the Act. If you turn to rule 152, of 
chapter V of the Bengal Government Estates Manual you will find 
the reason there. Government charges 12^ per cent, interest on arrears 
of rout from khas mahal tenants and also on cesses and miscellaneous 
demands, and not only that ; when they so desire they realise interest 
undtr the Public Demands Recovery Act at 12 J per cent, up to the 
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filing of iher certificate. If. therefore Government takes 12J per cent, 
interest on arreas of rent and on cesses and on public demands from 
their tenants why should the landlord be'dttfused his 12£ per cent, 
interest on arrears of rents due to him?, The proper thing -for 
Government to do is to reduce the rate of interest they realise from 
their own tenants and thereafter reduce the interest that the landlords 
take from their tenants. Instead of doing that they now desire not, 
only to take away the rights of the zemindars but to- cripple them in 
every possible way. This suggested reduction to per cent, has really 
no basis and there is no reasonable ground and no principle underlying 
this clause. The landlords must be supported. If Government can 
demand 12| per cent, from their tenants why should the interest in 
the case of landlords be reduced to (>! per cent-.? 

Another consideration is this: The interest of 12^ per cent, is 
maintained not so much for the purpose of realising the interest from 
the tenant but for inducing him to pay promptly. We all know and 
it is a matter of common knowledge and admitted even in law courts 
that when the interest is high people pay up as quickly as they can 
and therefore the underlying principle why the rate of interest should 
be kept at 124 per cent, is that the landlords may realise their rents 
promptly. My amendment, if I may say so, is the lesser of the two 
evils; namely, if the rate of interest be reduced to 9 per cent., although 
it may not satisfy the landlords, it will at any rate minimise the 
injustice done to them by taking away only per cent. 

Voices from the Coalition Croup: What is the principle? 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: The principle lies in the prompt 
payment by the tenant. If Government are taking 124 per cent, why 
should not the landlords take 9 per cent.? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I think your amendment is wholly 
redundant in view of section 178(1) of the Bengal Tenancy Act which 
says ‘‘Nothing in any contract between a landlord and a tenant made 
before or after the passing of this Act shall affect the provisions of 
section 07 relating to interest payable on arrears of rent.” 


Mr* RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Then, Sir, I do not want to move my 
amendment. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: I would respectfully refer to 
proviso (i) to section 178 and also to my amendments Nos. 1463 “^nd 
1464, which are in Part IV. It has been held by the Hon’ble High 
Court with regard to this proviso that nothing in this section stiftll 
50 
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Sir, the trend of recent tenancy legislation and the general attitude 
of the legislature towards the landholders have considerably depre- 
ciated the market value of\nemindaries. It is now almost impossible 
for a landholder to raise a loan on 6 per cent. Cautious banking 
concerns as a rule do not advance loans to zemindars. "'We have to 
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undtr the Public Demands Recovery Act at 12 J per cent, up to the 
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to render any benefit to the tenants. It is only an eye-wash to show 
that Government is doing some beneficial work to the tenants. In 
these circumstances I appeal to, the Revenue Minister to see that 
section 68 is either amended soon, or if it is possible to issue a notifi- 
cation # he should do that so that not more than 5 per cent, can be 
claimed by the zemindars or to take action in any other way to provide 
that the damages may be reduced ; otherwise there will be little effect 
bv reducing interest here in this section. 

Moreover, Sir, I do not understand Ihe attitude of the Coalition 
group in this matter. Some of their members Maulvi Hafizuddin 
Jhowdhury and Khan Sahib Hamiuddin Ahmad— I think they belong 
lo the Coalition group — have tabled amendments reducing the rate of 
interest, in one case to two and a quarter and in another case to three 
rupees. I do not understand why they are not moving them if they 
had any intention to do any benefit to the raiyats. We had some 
amendments but they have been disallowed or ruled out of order. I 
do not know the fate of the amendments that have not been printed 
in this book but I think they are also out of order. If the Coalition 
group have made any common caime with the landholders then they 
will oppose it. It is for that reason I think they have not moved their 
amendments, 1 think they will now realise what they are doing and 
how far the effect of my amendment will be beneficial to the teuants. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my amendment and I hope the 
whole House will accept it. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, before the year 1928 there 
were different rates of interest with regard to contract made after the 
puling of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. No rate of interest in 
excess of 12 per cent, was allowed. In the year 1928 there was an 
ui tempi to make the rate of interest uniform, that is 12| per cent., 
a,J( l 1 think the Hon’ble Revenue Minister will bear me out that in 
ihe year 1928 while amending section 67 and section 178 the proviso 
1 (l the latter section that “nothing in this section shall affect the 
terms or conditions of a lease granted hona fide for the reclamation 

<d waste land ” escaped the attention of the legislators and 

as a matter of fact with regard to contract in which there were 
provided rates of interest at more than 12| per cent, they also escaped 
0Ur Mention and those tenants on whose behalf those contracts have 
been made have been made to pay by orders of the court interest at 
Ul01e than 12J per cent. Now the intention of this amending Act of 
1917 is to reduce the rate of interest uniformly and I think there can 
)e ao objection on the part of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to accept 
amendment. 
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As regards the question of the reduction of the rate of interest 
there can be no two opinion so far as this side of the House is concerned 
hnd the Coalition group is concerned. *»With respect to the zemindars 
and other landed interests and with regard to the Angjo-Indian 
community and the European community the matter will be otherwise 
but so far as the Proja-Krishak Coalition group and the Congress 
group are concerned they ought to be unanimous in this matter. So 
far as the question of rent is concerned whether ordinary tenure 
holders or mukrari raiyats or occupancy raiyats or under-raiyats and 
any other reclamation tenure holders the matter is the same, they are 
all entitled to a reduction of rent and that one uniform rate of interest 
should prevail all over the country. With these words, Sir, T 
commend the amendment of my friend for the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR : Sir, 1 make the best use of a bad 
bargain by supporting the amendment of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 
Now, Sir, we on this side of the House, I mean the Krishak-Projas, 
are opposed to give any interest to our blessed landlords and to that 
effect we proposed some amendments but unfortunately those amend- 
ments were ruled out of order. I would like to make quite clear that 
though we support this amendment of 5 per cent, interest to be given 
to the landlords we, at our hearts, do not at all, want to pay any kind 
-of interest. As all our amendments are ruled out of order we are 
'Compelled to support the minimum rate proposed by Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Roy. I know, Sir, and I think this House also knows that the 
tenancy of Bengal are not defaulters by nature. It is a chronic, disease 
in Bengal either to have famine or flood or drought and for want of 
subsistence the poor tenancy cannot clear up arrear rent. If again 
in that condition interest is allowed at higher rates that become* 
practically oppressive, and this higher rate of interest is taking awin 
the vitality of the poor tenants of Bengal. If we compare the bank 
rates and the savings bank rate with the higher rate of interest claimed 
by the landlords we shall see that these landlords are taking awa> 
what is not their right. Savings bank claim -U per cent, or even lower 
rate of interest and bank rates are lower but these landlords are 
claiming interest at higher rates without depositing any momn 
anywhere. At the same time they can claim damages at a very high 
rate. 

Now Sir, if this high rate of interest is allowed, the landlords will 
get themselves richer and richer and the poor tenants in Bengal will 
be ruined by their avarice. I submit therefore that this 5 per cent, 
interest is though very high, yet for want of any other amendment I 
■am compelled to support this. I expected that my friends in th e 
Coalition group would stick to their amendments some of which I 
"wanted to reduce the rate, but I am sorry to find that at the time of 
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battle they have all fled. At least I expected some opposition from 
my Manlana friends, who, according to the strict sense of the Muham- 
madan law, are opposed to any kind of interest but I am sorry again 
to find^iio such amendments are fothcoming. The interest of 5 per 
cent, is though high I place before the House very humbly that this 
House should support the amendment at least, partly to alleviate the 
sufferings of the tenantry. With these words, Sir, I support the 
amendment moved by Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I oppose the motion moved by the 
Kumar Sahib of Taherpur. I am surprised and not a little amazed 
that even in these days the Kumar Sahib would like to be like 
Shakespeare’s Shylock that he will get 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Whom does he refer to, Sir? 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Shakespeare’s Shylock. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We know that there was some- 
body of the name of Shakespeare and not Sixpeare. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I am not here to learn the pronouncing 
of words from anybody even from Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and 
let him not teach me how to pronounce words; (Mr. Santo, sii Kumar 
Basu : Because he is incapable of being taught) w T e can also teach 
and do not like to be taught. 

I was just going to say that even to-day the Kumar Sahib wants 
to take the full 12£ per cent, interest from the tenants. The Kumar 
Sahib seems to be the last remnant of the gallant group of landlords 
who fought so hard for the retention of landlord’s transfer fee and 
the right of pre-emption only a few days back on the floor of this 
House. It seems that his gallant » compatriots finding themselves 
disappointed and absolutely hopeless have now relegated themselves to 
the back benches and do not want to come forward but the Kumar 
Nahib still wants to fight. We heard him saying that sweet relation- 
ship exists between the landlords and tenants. Is this the sign of 
sweet relationship that he wants to exhibit to people when the tenants 
°f Bengal are so much rack-rented, when they are crying hoarse over 
the redress of their grievances, the Kumar Sahib wants his full 12 £ 
P e r cent, interest from the tenants. Are these the grounds on which 
he wants us to believe that the relationship that exists between the 
landlord and the tenant is very happy and sweet? , Therefore the 
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Kumar Sahib should think twiee ‘before he proclaims before, the House 
and outside that he should realise 12 \ per cent, interest from the 
tenants. As has been stated by my friend, Mr. Abu Hossaiu Sarkar, 
and so far speaking for myself I would not only stop at 6 ;per cent, 
but we shall very soon see that all interests must go. As a Mussulman 
myself I am opposed to any interest. My law, my teaching and the 
sermon of my Prophet teach us that any man who takes interest and 
any man who gives interest is equally condemnable. Therefore Sir, 
so far as we ourselves are concerned, we are against this principle. ' Of 
course, this principle* applies to a place where there is a Mostem 
Kingdom but we are living in a place where this is not applied and 
therefore we have got to adopt the principle of give-and-take and 
that is the reason why we find ourselves between Scylla and ClLarybdis. 
So far as the Government Bill is concerned it does not help the 
tenant. A1 least Ihe next section 68 allows that the zemindars wdll 
be entitled to realise 25 per cent, as damages and there is no amend- 
ment to that section and I should like very much that the Hon’ble 
Revenue Minister will kindly make amends by legislation very soon 
to give effect to this by repealing that section or modifying it as lm 
finds suitable. Generally we find that the zemindars do not claim 
interest so much as they claim damages by bringing suits and these 1 
damages are awarded by Courts. We find therefore that neither the 1 
acceptance of the motion moved by Government nor the acceptance of 
the motion before the House will help the tenants substantially in 
any manner. 

Sir, in replying to a remark by Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas to the effect 
that the members of the Coalition group have joined hands with the 
members of the Opposition, I may tell him that if the members of the 
Opposition had joined hands with the members of the Coalition group 
particularly witli regard to the passing of the Tenancy Act, then I 
think it would not have been necessary to extend the time of the House 
and discuss the provisions of the Bill at length — it might have been 
passed in two days’ time. As obstruction lias been applied we have 
to go through all the provisions. I may tell also my friend. 
Mr. R. L. Biswas, that it was not surprising, if not amazing, that w ( 
found yesterday that the Maharaja Bahadur and the Kumar Salih 
walked into the same lobby with the members of the Opposition. 
That shows wherein lies the coalition — it is a coalition between the 
Congress and the zemindars. 

Sir, so far as* the amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas h 
concerned, by the amendment he has proposed by repealing the see* 
tion 48G, he has made the lot of the tenants more miserable (A voice : 
‘Question). In the division on that question th£ Kumar Sahib and the 
Maharaja Bahadur of Mymensingh walked into the same lobby w ^h 
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the Opp<wition group. Therefore we t have reason to apprehend that 
the y*e of* the Opposition are fighting much less for the 
tenant ^ r ~ " t „ 

Mr. AiTUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I rise on a point of order. Is 
Mr. Bari in order in referring to individual members and speaking 
on certain irrelevant matters? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I have already submitted my urgu* 
men ts against the motion of the Kumar Sahib of Taherpur. 

Sir, so far as the motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy is concerned 
in which he wants to reduce the rate of interest to 5 per cent., I do 
not say that it is acceptable. Personally, so far as I am concerned, 
it anyone bad moved for the deletion of section 67, then 1 would 
untainly have w-elcomed it. So far as this section is concerned, the 
point is whether you want to have things gradually or whether you 
want to have them in a day. You must also remember that Rome was 
not built in a day; this House was not also built in a day and the 
wrong that has been perpetrated on the tenants for centuries will take 
time to he redressed. I admit, Sir, that this Bill helps us to some 
extent hut not to an entire extent. We expect, however, that the 
overhauling of the whole Bengal Tenancy Act will come in and we 
expect that it will soon come in (A voice: When?). If my friends 
co-operate with us it will come at the very next session. There are 
some Bills submitted by private members which have been referred 
tor eliciting opinion thereon. I believe some of them will come up at 
the next session when J hope that my friends will co-operate with us. 
The time that elapses between the introduction of the Bill and the 
time we have for discussing it might he utilised by the zemindars to 
think of their position. If I may he permitted to refer to a motion 
tabled by the Leader of the Opposition, namely, to take away the 
zemindary of the zamindars, and the Government to purchase it and 
distribute the lands amongst the tenants, I may say that if such a 
day comes w^e shall certainly welcome it. Let the zemindars gather 
> s t length in the meantime as the day may come very soon vTien they 
"ill find themselves like ourselves, tenants, and nothing more than 
that. For the time being let them wait and hear up. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 24th 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 24th September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqtje, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 211 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Old scheme madrasahs. 

*271. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Will the Hon’ble Minister m 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate to aid the old scheme madrasahs from pro- 
vincial revenues? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The present policy of Government is 
to encourage reformed madrasahs, but Government are not precluded 
from making grants-in-aid to old type madrasahs in special cases where 
circumstances justify such grants. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the exact implication of the term '‘where circum- 
stances justify such grants”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to give 
a comprehensive idea. Various factors, e.g., utility of institution, the 
manner in which it is being conducted, the nature of the instruction, 
imparted and all such matters are taken into consideration as well 
as the needs and requirements of the locality where the institution 
exists. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Is there any madrasah in Bengal 
except the Calcutta Madrasah w r hich gets any grant at present 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. There is one in 
the district of Bakarganj and there is anothei which is under considera- 
tion and which will be receiving grants very soon. 
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Alleged wrongful detention of prisoners in Darjeeling Jail. 

•272. Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI : (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware 
that some prisoners were detained more than the due period in Darjee- 
ling Jail in the years of 1935, 1936 and 1937? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) how many prisoners had to overstay annually ; and 
(it) for how many days? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja sir Nazimuddin): No prisoners were wrongly detained in 
1935 and 1937. One prisoner was wrongly detained in 1936 for 1 month 
and 29 days owing to the omission on the part of the committing court 
to send the warrant for release on hail to the jail. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: How could this error creep in? 
Was there any commitment order along with the piisoner when sent 
to jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We admit it to he an 

error hut as to how it was done, T ask for notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Wlmt action has the 
Government taken against the committing court fox this sort of error 
and what compensation has been given to the prisoner in question? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as we know the 
then Government took no action and gave no compensation. 


Appointment from Subordinate Educational Service to provincial gradle. 

*273. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charg'e of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether any temporary lecturer in Subordinate Educational Service 
was appointed as permanent incumbent in the provincial grade? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Jbe pleased to state under what rule such permanent appoint- 
ment was made? 

If there is no such rule, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
*° sta le what was the reason for such appointment? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes; there were 8 
such appointments. 

(b) According to the Provincial Service Recruitment Rules or the 
Bengal Educational Service Recruitment Rules. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAH MOOD: How many of these 8 appoint- 
ments were made last year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask for notice. 

Number and names of Congress organisations under ban in Midnapore. 

♦274. Mr. NIKUNJA BIHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table the number and names of the Congress organisations 
banned in the district of Midnapore and the dates of their being so 
banned ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to withdraw these bans as soon 
as possible so that the legitimate political activities of the district be 
not hampered ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) A statement is placed 
on the Library table. 

(b) The matter will receive consideration. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BIHARI MAITI: Is there a ban on any other 
Congress organisation in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe there are on 
some institutions — one in Comilla and I believe one in Faridpur. 


Sj. Ananta Kumar Bhattacharyya, of Saidabad. 

♦275. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state the 
circumstances under which Sj. Ananta Bhattacharyya, of Saida- 
bad, post-office Khagra, district Murshidabad, was arrested more than 
five years’ ago and the condition under which he is still kept under 
custody ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Sj. Ananta Bhattaph&ryya was never ^connected 
with any act of terrorism, overt or otherwise, and he has been punished 
with certain terms of imprisonment for technical offences, and was even 
sent to the Andamans? 
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(c) Is it a fact that Sj. Ananta Bhaitacharyya has for a long time 
been suffering from various ailments and his health has been virtually 
ruined ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment is in a position to set Sj. Ananta Bhattacharyya at liberty forth- 
with? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state when and under what conditions the said young 
man can hope to be a free man again ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) Ananta 
Kumar Bhattacharyya was arrested under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1930, for his connection with an association of which 
the objects and methods include the commission of an offence included in 
Schedule I of the Act. He absconded while in detention and was con- 
victed and sentenced to a term of imprisonment. While serving his 
sentence in jail he committed various offences including intimidation and 
assault and was convicted and sentenced by courts of law. He is now 
.serving out the sentences imposed by the courts. He was deported to 
the Andamans but has recently been repatriated to Bengal. He has 
done some harm to himself by frequently refusing food and his health 
is })oor. 

(d) No. 

(e) On the expiry of the sentences imposed on him. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the 11 on’ hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that Ananta Bhattacharyya had 
never had any overt act of terrorism done at any stage of his long 
carreer of imprisonment or outside? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All I can say is that he 

convicted for a breach of jail discipline and assault. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that no prisoner who 
** not convicted of “acts of terrorism or acts connected with terrorism 
are sent out to the Andamans and may I know the reasons why this 
particular prisoner was sent there? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What are the reasons for the 
sentences imposed,* what is the nature of the offences and what is the 
unexpired portion of his sentence? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The first portion of the question is not relevant 
but the last portion is, to which a reply may be given. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With regard to questions (a) to 
(c), what is the name of the association mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the particular section of 
Schedule I of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act that is referred 
to in the reply? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Accidents to human beings and animals due to electrocution under D. C. 

and A. C. currents, respectively, in Calcutta and the adjoining 
municipalities. 

•278. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
state for every year ending oil the 30th June since 1933: — 

(i) the number of domestic consumers of D.C. and A.C 1 . electric 

current supply under the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
within the jurisdiction of Calcutta Corporation and the muni- 
cipalities immediately adjoining; and 

(ii) the number of accidents to human beings and animals due to 

electrocution under D.C. and A.C. currents, respectively, 
leading to (I) deaths, (2) permanent disabilities, and (3) 
injuries ? % 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a robust young man of 21 
years of age named Monimohan Ghosal, of Kasba, Ballygunge, died on 
the 18th May last due to electrocution, and that considerable panic 
prevails in the Ballygunge area due to the dangers apprehended from 
the supply of high voltage A.C. current in the area? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in order to prevent 
the recurrence of such mishaps and to allay the apprehensions of the 
people residing in the areas served with high-tension A.C. current? 

MINI8TER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
. MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a), (i) I have no such 
information. 



1937.] 


QUESTIONS. 


1893 


(ii) A statement is laid on the table showing the fatal and non-fatal 
accidents which occurred in Bengal during the period from the 1st July, 
1932, to the 30th June, 1937, due to the system of A.C. and D.C. supply. 
I have no information as to which of the non-fatal accidents resulted (a) 
in permanent disabilities and ( b ) in injuries. 

(b) Yes, I am aware of the death of Babu Monimohan Ghosal, of 
Kasha, Ballygunge. I am also aware of a condition of discontent pre- 
vailing in the Ballygunge area due to the A.C. system of supply. 

(c) It is not possible for Government to take any action to prevent 
totally the occurrence of accidents, which may be due to several 
causes, such as misadventure, negligence, faulty installation, 
leak}" apparatus, etc. To minimise accidents Government have 
brought rule 48 of the Indian Electricity Rules, 1937, into 
force in several districts and have framed rules for the periodical 
inspection of electrical works in the province. Facilities have also been 
provided ior the services of Electric Jnsi^ctors tor inspecting and test- 
ing installations at a low charge. I also propose circularising consumers 
with a list of precautions that they should take in connection with their 
electric supply to minimise the risk of accidents. I would like to add 
that it is difficult to reduce the number of accidents unless consumers 
make a genuine attempt to co-operate by insisting on good work when an 
installation is first fitted, and maintaining it properly and having it 
Wed periodically. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (ii) of starred question No. 276 , 
showing the number of persons and animals involved in electrical accidents 
throughout Bengal, as reported to the office of the Chief Electric Inspector 
to the Government of Bengal. 


For the period 1st July, 1932, to 30th June, 1937. 



1 

Direct current. 

Alternating current. 

Year ending 
30th June, 

Human beings. 

Animals. 

Human beings. 

Animals. 


Fatal. 

Non- 

fatal. 

Fatal. 

Non- 

fatal. 

Fatal. 

Non- 

fatal. 

Fatal. 

Non- 

fatal. 

1933 . . 

1 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

14 

2 

Nil 

1934 . . 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

19 

6 

Nil 

*1933 . . 

1 

12 

1 

Nil 

7 

11 

1 

Nil 

1936 

1 

’ 21 

2 

Nil 

7 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

1937 .. 

1 

22 

2 

Nil 

12 

25 

8 

Nil 


^ 2 6 * 1 ' ln addition, dne fatal accident to a human being occurred whilst working on a post which' 
supported both A. C. and D. C. live wires. 
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Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(c), regarding the verious causes of accident, does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of asking the Calcutta Corporation not to 
renew the , .contract between the Electric Supply Corporation and Cal- 
cutta Corporation which has expired very recently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not think that 
there is any connection whatsoever between misadventure, negligence, 
faulty installation and leaky apparatus and any suggestion to the Cal- 
cutta Corporation not to renew the contract ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether in view of the very large proportion of fatal 
and non-fatal accidents under alternating current, Government propose 
t(f stop the use of high voltage alternating current in the suburbs of 
Cfalcutta? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 think the hon’ble 
member is a little bit under a mis-apprehension. The figures that aic 
given with regard to fatal and non-fatal accidents do not refer only to 
Calcutta but to the whole of Bengal. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Even in that case the figures show 
that while the average fatal accidents under direct current is one pci 
year the average figure under alternating current comes to 12 in 1937- 
may w T e enquire whether Government propose, in \\ew of this seriom 
state of affairs, to stop the alternating current? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, and I ought to 
give the reason for it. The reason is that the alternating current b 
considered by Engineers to be the best and the most efficient form of 
current and it is displacing direct current all over the world. One of 
the reasons why there is such a discrepancy between the numbers b 
possibly that only in a portion of Calcutta you have direct current, 
while throughout Bengal we have alternating current. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
at Rajshahi, Rerhampore and several other stations there is a direct 
current and not an alternating current? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: My impression is just 
the reverse. 
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Dr. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister correct 
his impression and let us know whether the number of consumers of 
direct current exceeds the number of consumers of alternating current 
by 75 to 80 per cent.— 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : I cannot correct my im- 
pression here without looking into the files and as regards the number 
of consumers of direct and alternating currents I do not think it is 
possible for Government to ascertain them. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the report of Government itself of 1910, where the 
Electrical Adviser said that by the extended use of alternating current 
real danger to life must result and also replies of a series of questions 
by Mr. S. M. Bose enquiring whether in view of the expert opinion of 
Government they are going to take any action in this respect to saifte 
human life ? V* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am aware of all these 
and I am also aware of several other publications where alternating 
current has been recommended in place of direct current. As regards 
the reply to ( c ), Government have taken action for the purpose of 
minimising accidents and T am still further exploring the possibilities of 
reducing accidents. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that in other countries of tin* world that lie has 
mentioned where alternating current is used for domestic purposes the 
voltage is never peimitted to exceed 120 volts and is he also aware that 
in an expert journal in Great Britain it was stated that it was not 
desirable to permit more than this voltage for domestic purposes except 
m Eastern countries where native lives were not considered valuable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: When a question was 
asked of me in the other House I had not had this information with 
regard to 120 or 220 volts, but since then T have made an inquiry and 
find that the impression that in other countries the voltage for domes- 
tic consumption is 120 volts and not 220 oi 200 volts, is incorrect. 


Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that even in Tokyo they use 110 volts and not 220? 

The Hon’ble Mf. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is not a question of 
an y particular place. I have taken the figures out of the Electricity 
Manual for practically the whole of the world, and I find that in the 
ma jority of cases the voltage for alternating current is 220 to 2*10. 
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4 

(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal again rose to ask a supplementary questio 
when the Speaker intervened.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow you, Dr. Sanyal, to roam over a 
the world quoting from electrical journals. I will call the next que 
tion. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But, Sir, it is a very iinportai 
question. 


Delay in holding elections to the Tala Union Board. 

*277. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon’h 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Gfovernmei 
Department aware — 

(?) that the vacancies caused by the death of three elected meinbe: 
of the Tala Union Board in the district of Khulna within tl 
last one year or more have not yet been filled up by electioi 
and 

(n) that the date of such election had been fixed by the Circ 
Officer, North Circle of Satkhira subdivision in the distri 
of Khulna some time in January last, but the said electit 
could not be held on account of the postponement sine d 
of the date of the said election by the said Circle Officer? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’b 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the reasons for the postponement ; and 

(it) whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering it deskable to inst 
tute an enquiry inio the matter of delay in holding election 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELI 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Naush< 
Ali): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) and (b) The District Magistrate is making an enquiry into tl 
reasons for the delay in holding the bye-elections. The report of h 
enquiry is being awaited. In the meantime the District Magistral 
has already directed the Subdivisional Officer to hold the bye-electioi 
without delay. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1 
pleased to state the exact date or dates for holding- the bye-elections P 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER A4.I: Ho, Sir, I am no 
aware of the date. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the Chairman of the District Board is a resident 
of the thana in question ? 


|ffr a SPEAKER! What has that got to do with this question? 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 

tion, Sir. / 


I am coming to the ques- 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You had better. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : Is he aware of the fact 

that in order to accommodate the said Chairman the District Magistrate 
himself played a part in not holding the elections so long? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 am not aware of 
the state of things stated in any of the two questions. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the transfer of the District Magistrate is long 
overdue ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SYfb JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Then, Sir, I will ask 
another supplementary question. Does the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of postponing the inquiry in view of the fact ihat the 
District Magistrate is going shortly to be transferred from the district? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 have already 
stated that the District Magistrate is making an inquiry. So. I do not 
ihink it is not necessary for him not to make the inquiry. 


The Journal “Mazdoor.” 


*278. Mr. 8IBPATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
,n °harge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state — 


ol 


(i) whether the weekly Mazdoor is a weekly journal devoted to the 
cause of labour^ 



1898 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th Sept. 


(it) whether it dealt particularly with Trade Union matters; 
(Hi) whether on the 10th July, 1936, an order was passed by th 
Government of Bengal on this paper to deposit Rs. 500; 

(iv) whether as a result the journal had to cease publication; 

(v) whether the offending article was an appeal to the workers t 
hold meetings and demand release of Sj. Subhas Bose; 

(vi) whether Sj. Subhas Bose is an ex-President of the Trade Unio: 

Congress and to several unions in Bengal and Bihar; 

(vii) whether the Government is aware of the slender resources o 

labour journals in this country; and 

(viii) whether the suspension of the journal has not effectively gagge 
the voice of labour in Bengal. 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of other labour journals which had to suspend pub 
lication for their inability to deposit security money; 

(it) whether Sj. Subhas Bose “has been since released uncondi 
tionally ; 

(in) whether the weekly Mazdoor has never been convicted of sedi 
tion or any other section of Press Act ; and 

(iv) whether the Government will now cancel that order on th< 
weekly Mazdoor? . ** 

(c) If the answer to (b) (lii) is in the negative, will the Hon’bh 
Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) It professed to be 
a labour organ. 

(it) Trade Union matters formed only a small portion of its subject- 
matter. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) It ceased publication after that order. 

(v) Yes, but it contained matters which were considered actionable 
under section 4 (7) (d) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act 
of 1931. 

(vi) Yes. 

(vii) and (viii) No. 

(b) (i) A list is laid on the table. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) It was never convicted before but was warned on more than 
one occasion for publishing objectionable matters. 

(ii?) and (c) The matter is now under my consideration. * 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clmse (o; \i) of starred question 

No. 278, showing labour organs which suspended publication 

subsequent to demand of security. 

1. Karkhana. 5. Gana Nayak. 

2. Chasi Mazur . 6. Marx Panthi . 

3. Sankalpa. 7. Mazdoor Dunia. 

4. Jangi Mazdoor. 8 . Weekly Mazdoor. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the authority that had warned this particular journal 
on several occasions and whether that warning was under the law? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The authority must have 
been the Press Officer, I believe, and it was a friendly warning. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W ith reference to answer (a) (v), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that whenever this journal 
has condemned the policy of Government in detaining Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose, the Press Officer had either warned the editors or had 
demanded security? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that is 
correct, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that my Bengali monthly journal Pradip has been warned 
several times simply because of the fact that it condemned the deten- 
tion of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not proper, Sir, to 
contradict an honourable member ot this House when he makes a state- 
ment himself, but Sir, I am sure, that if the honourable member 
were to look up the offending article he would find that the warning 
was given not in respect of an article regarding the release of Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose but because it contained matters which, in the 
opinion of Government, were likely to cause trouble. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if under the new regime Government has changed its 
policy about the permission to labour journals to function independent- 
ly? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, as long as 
labour journals do function properly, i.e., labour leaders bring out their 
newspapers in the case of genuine labour, there will be no occasion for 
Government to take action against them. 
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Mr. ATU1 KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister give 
"us some assurance that the Press Officer of the Government of Bengal 
will refrain from repeating this sort of warning like village school 
masters ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Prosecutions under the Indian Forest Act. 

•279. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department kindly state — 

(a) What is the annual number of ( i ) successful and (ii) unsuccessful 
prosecutions for offences under the Indian Forest Act, 1927, and the 
Rules and Regulations made thereunder in the district of Chittagong for 
the years 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936 and the half year 
of 1937? 

( b ) What is the annual amount of reward given to (i) private 
informants, (ii) forest guards and (iii) others, in those years in this 
connection ? 

(c) How many of these offenders are ( i ) males, (ii) females, 
(Hi) Hindus, (iv) Muslims, (v) Budhists, (vi) young men below 20 and 
(vii) old men above 60 in each year? 

(d) How many of these offences were committed in Sadar A, B and 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision in each year? 

(e) What is the number of prosecutions in the police-stations of 
(*) Hathazari, (ii) Fatickcheri and (iii) Raozan, year by year? 

MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (a), (5), (o), (i) to (r), (d) 
and (e) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c) (vi) and (vii) Information about the classification of offenders 
young and old is not available. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the statement laid on the library table would 
form part and parcel of the proceedings of this House, and whether 
that statement, will be retained in the library for purposes of reference 
by members? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot consider this question just now. R 
it> of any importance, I might consider it later on. 
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•280. Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Speeial) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether Subimal Sarkar, n.sc. (Eng.), was an earning member 
of his family contributing towards the maintenance of his 
aged and invalid parents before his arrest in October, 1932; 

(//) whether he had at first been granted a fortnight’s leave and 
then he applied for an extension for a fortnight more to see 
his ailing father at Bajshahi but was brought down to 
Calcutta (Presidency Jail) in June, before any reply to his 
application for the extension of leave reached him; 

(Hi) whether his application for the second extension was rejetted 
before his transfer to the Presidency Jail; and 

{iv) if so, the reason why a timely reply was not given? 


(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment contemplate taking him back to Deoli or interning him or releas- 
ing him conditionally in the near future with an adequate allowance? 

(c) Is it a fact that his aged and invalid parents have not been 
granted any allowance? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the aged parents were 
dependent, upon the monthly contribution made by the said detenu 
before his arrest? 

(e) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of granting an adequate 
allowance to his parents according to their status? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Attention is invited to tin* 
reply which -I gave on the 10th September, 1937, to an identical 
question asked by Mr. Satya Priya Banerji. 


Total number of Bengali gentlemen and ladies now in detention under 
Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. 

*281. Mr. BiRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in -charge of the Home (Political) Department be 
Pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the total number of 
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Bengali (t) gentlemen, and (u) ladies, wlio are at present in detention 
without trial under the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment ActP 
(6) How many of them are — 

(i) detained in Bengal jails; 

(H) detained in jails outside Bengal; 

(iti) kept in detention camps inside Bengal; 

(iv) kept in detention camps outside Bengal; 

(v) interned at home; and 

(vi) interned in outside villages? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the names of the 
districts where those jails, detention camps and villages, as the case 
may be, are situated? 

(77) How many in Bengal, if any, are restrained in their movement— 
(/) between sunset and sunrise; and 
(?'?) day and night? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) The hon’ble 

member is referred to the reply to a similar unstarred question to t>e 
asked by Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri at this meeting. 

(r) There are detenus in the Presidency, Dacca and Barisal Jails 
and occasionally in other jails. There is a detention camp at Berham- 
pore and there are quarters for detenus in village domicile in every of 
nearly every district in the province. There are also detenus in Deoli 

.Tail. 

(77) The information cannot be collected without an undue expendi- 
ture of time and labour, which, I regret, Government cannot undertake. 


Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer ( d ), whether the expenditure 
in this case would be more than the cost of the Darjeeling exodus? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Ml*. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of ladies who are at present detained ( 
in jail under Regulation III of 1818 or the Bengal Criminal Law Amend' 
ment Act ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are none under 
Regulation III of 1818, and— I am speaking from memory and am 
subject to correction — there are about 8 to 9 detained under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if all these ladies are detained in one jail or in sepa- 
rate jails? 


The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am certain, Sir, this 
question has been answered before, but, again am speaking from 
memory, I may say that there is one female detenue in jail and the 
rest are either in village or in home domicile. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state if he can, from his memory, where Miss Lila Nag 
of Dacca is detained ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In Midnapore. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Trenching ground of Khulna Municipality. 

261. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government and Public Health Department 
aware — 

(?) that a trenching ground at Sonadanga has been created by the 
Khulna Municipality ; 

(u) that it has been created against the recommendations of the 
Public Health Department; and 

(in) that the said trenching ground is causing great injury to the 
health and sanitation of the locality? 

(fr) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
^ect to the recommendations of the Public Health Department? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (t) Yes. 



1904 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th Sept., 


(ii) The selection of the site was not strictly in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Public Health Department, but when the site 
was actually selected by the local authorities and practically laid out as 
a trenching ground the Public Health Department after taking into 
consideration all the circumstances of the case, approved the use thereof 
as a trenching ground on certain conditions. 

(Hi) The District Magistrate reports that there is no indication that 
the trenching ground is causing any injury to the health and sanitation 
of the people of the locality. 

(b) This does not, strictly speaking, arise. But Government will 
certainly take steps to see that the conditions mentioned in answey to 
(a) (ii) are complied with. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(a) (Hi), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how it is possi- 
ble for the District Magistrate to know the peculiar conditions under 
which the health of the people of the locality will suffer, when there 
it was not prejudicial to the health and sanitation of the locality? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : The report, Sir, is 
based on a personal inquiry made by the District Magistrate himself. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Did he live in that 
locality ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the matter was carried up to the Divisional Commissioner and that 
there was an inspection and that after inspection it was decided that 
it was no prejudicial to the health and sanitation of the locality? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 

not been brought, to mv notice. 


That fact, 


Sir, has 


he niI: 8 J E i D J w A \ U “ D,N HASHEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he considers it necessary to take expert 

ShUe n Heaith7 le 1 7 reSp ° n8ible officers of Government in^he 
Public Health Department in coming to a conclusion in a matter like 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ali. v 
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Administration of the wakf estates. 

262. Mr. SADARUDDIN AHIME^Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department lie' pleased to state — 

( i ) what steps have been taken up to date under the Bengal Wakf 
Act, 1934, for the proper administration of the wakf estates 
in Bengal; and 

(ii) what steps have been taken by the Advisory Committee of the 
Amirannessa Khatun Wakf Estate of Gopalpur, police- 
station Kalkini, district Faridpur, constituted by the Com- 
missioner of Wakfs by his No. 6016-20, dated the 1st 
December, 1936, for saving the estate from sales of certain of 
its properties in rent sales at Madaripur and Barisal civil 
courts and revenue sales and cess certificates and payments 
of rents and revenue for which suits and execution cases are 
pending at Barisal, Faridpur and Madaripur and for general 
administration of the estate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( i) All the provisions of the 
Bengal Wakf Act have been brought into operation in Bengal and 
action against maladministration of wakfs brought to light is being 
taken. 

(ii) The Committee of administration of the Amirunnessa Wakf 
Estate have not yet submitted any report. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of reports of cases of maladministration of 
wakf estates for the year 1936 ? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have notice, 
Sir, for I could not say this off-hand. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of facilitating the administration of wakf estates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter primarily 
for the Commissioner of Wakfs. 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chittagong. 

263. Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the exact amount that was realised from the Hindu bhadraloks 
of the district of Chittagong as collective fines in 1933, 1934 
or thereabout ; 
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(ii) the heads in the budget for the years concerned under which 
the money was credited ; 

(Hi) whether there was an understanding or assurance that the 
amount or at least a substantial portion of it would be spent 
for the benefit of the people of Chittagong; and 

(iv) whether Government are prepared to set apart a substantial sum 
out of this collective fine or from the General fund towards 
the improvement of the Chittagong College and the Khastagir 
Girls’ School? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) I understand that the 
sum of Rs. 74,088-1 was realised. 

(ii) “General Police Fund.” 

(in) No. A substantial portion was paid as compensation to those 
who suffered from the outrage at Pahartali Railway Institute. 

(iv) No, but Government will consider making a special grant to 
the district for rural development. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to throw some light whether any portion of this amount were 
Bpent on spies, if so, how much? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not allow that question. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that an assurance was 
given that the amount collected would be spent on works of general 
public good in Chittagong? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes: Sir, a communique 

on those lines was published. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May we inquire on what work of 
general public good money out of this General Police Fund was contri- 
buted ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There has not been any 

contribution, so far, Government said that they would consider the 
question of contribution provided it got the co-operation and support 
from the local people in putting down terrorism in Chittagong district. 
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Dr. NALINAtfSHA SANYAL: Is it not a fact, Sir, that terrorism 
has been completely rooted out, if there was at all any reason to believe 
that terrorism waa ever there ? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All I can, say, Sir, is 
that I am astounded at this quevstion, but it has not been completely 
rooted out. ’ * 


Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state under what authority the funds raised were appro- 
priatedio the General Police Fund? 

The Hoff’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under proper authority, 
Sir. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: I respectfully submit, Sir, that 
that is not an answer. “Proper authority” is no answer to my question. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not carry everything 
in my head. Sir. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Double Minister 
be pleased to state why only Hindu bhadralogs were made to pay the 
fines ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because it was then con- 
sidered that it was they who had chiefly the responsibility for the 
.existence of terrorism in that district. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: How did the Hon’bie Minister come 
to know that it was the Hindus who were responsible? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You invited ii by your question when the Hon’bie 
Minister answered it. 


Establishment of Saadat College at Karatia. 

284. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister 

in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total expenditure incurred in lands and buildings, for the 

establishment of the Saadat College at Karatia in 1926 and 
the Government contribution for that purpose; 

(ii) the aVerage grant-in-aid allowed to each of the non-Govern- 

naent colleges throughout the Presidency; 
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(Hi) the average amount of' grant-in-aid per student per annum ip. 
such colleges ; 

(tv) the amount per head of the students granted ttf the Saadat 
1 College from the provincial revenues,; - 

(v) the practice of determining the amount of $rant-in-aid in 
proportion to the total income of the institution fvpm all* 
sources excluding Government grant but including tuition- 
fees; and «*•' % 

( vi ) the proportion of Government grant to Saadat College to such 
income ? 

(b) If the proportion is less than the average, will *the Hon'ble 
Minister consider the desirability of increasing the recurring gj;ajti-iiU 
aid to this institution and to make provision for the same*im the current 
year’s budget, or at least in the revised budget? 

i 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total extendi** 
ture incurred by the college authorities up to the year 1936-31 for th^ 
establishment of and in running the institution and what has been the 
contribution from Public Revenue including Imperial grant, .if any, 
during this period? 

( d ) If the contribution from public fund was quite inadequate in 
proportion to the total expenditure, will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of giving a special consideration to this Institution for 
adequate grant-in-aid for the purpose of encouraging private enter- 
prise ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the accommodation in the hostel attached to 
the “Saadat College is quite inadequate? 

(/) Is it a fact that Government has not contributed anything for 
the establishment of the existing hostels? . * r * 

( fj) If the answer to clause (/) is in the negative, or is found to be 
of a very paltry amount, will the Government be pleased to bear the 
entire expenditure for the extension of the hostel accommodation an$~ 
ior repairing the existing hostel buildings? 

(//) If the Hon’ble Minister is not prepared to bear the entire ctf&t 
referred to in clause (</), will the Government be pleased to bear the 
maximum proportion under the existing rules, that is two-thirds of the 
entire cost? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (i) There is no definite 
information on the point. No contribution was asked for from 
Government. 

(ii) and (Hi) Statements are placed on the Library table. 
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v (tv) Rs. 1«V6 is granted per head of the students j$er annum, to the 
$§adat College from the Provincial Revenues. 

(v) The amount of grant is determined with reference to the amount 
contributed from private sources and the amount that is actually needed 
by the institution to ^maintain an approved scale of expenditure, subject 
to the*~proviSo that^ the grant should not exceed half of the amount to 
*be colJtribrrtMylpm private sources. But the maximum grant is not 

Sanctioned to amjnstitution as a matter of course. 

j * ' < % . 

r (vi) The proportion of Government grant to Saadat College to the 
total income of the institution excluding Government grant but includ- 
ing feeg is roughly 1:5. 

( b ) The fjroportion is less than the average in some of the aided 
colleges, bui higher than that in others : the question, therefore, does 
mrfvarise. 

, (c)f There is no information on this point. As stated in reply to 
(l) a|)bve, the college first applied for a Government grant in 1930. 
The following grants were received by the institution during 1930- 
1931 to*i936-1937 : — 

1930-1931--- 


(i) Recurring . . . . . . Nil. 

(ii) Non-recurring . . . . . . Nil. 

1931-1932— 

(i) Recurring . . . . , . Nil. 

(ii) Non-recurring .. .. .. 1,400 


3,000 (for labbra- " 
tories and general 
purposes). 

1932- 1933— 

(i) Recurring . . . . . . Nil. 

(ii) Non-recurring . . . . . . 9,000 

(lump grants). 

1933- 1934— 

\i) Recurring .. .. .. 3,600 

(ii) Non-recurring . * . . . . Nil. 

1934- 1935 — ^ 

(i) Recurring . . .. . 3,600 plus 1 

200 (lump).^, 

(ii) Non-recurring •. .. . . 1,500 for library 

'and gymnasium). 
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1935-1936 — 

, 

(i) Recurring . . ... 

3,600 

20Q (tump). 

(ii) Non-recurring 

.. 1,500 (library, 

gymnasium and 
hostel). r~ 

1936-1937— 

/• < ** 

(0 Recurring 

3,600 

(it) Non-recurring 

.. 1,500 (library," 

hostel §md 

gymti&sw&). 

(d) In view of reply to clause (c), this 

question does not arise. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 

4 " * _ 


4 

(g) This matter is already under the consideration of Goyo^nmeht 


. (h) In view of answer to (g) above, this question does not arise 

~*r 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tha 
the public in general, Hindus and Moslems, feel keenly the need o 
( B.A. classes in Karatia? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government consider tha 
it will be a very useful institution. 


Grievances of the fishermen of Kartikpur. 

265. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: K a) Is the Hon bh 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the Govern 
ment rule that in settling fisheries preference should be given to i 
co-operative society of fishermen, and, in the absence of such a society 
leases should be given to one or more selected fishermen^ 

{ b ) If the answer to clause {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hofl'bl* 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Bedharganj fishery 
publicly known as Kartikpur fishery in the district of Faridpur h&s beifcn 
leased to Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed Choudhury and others, zaftnrmdar.s 
of Kartikpur, for the year 1937-38 in spite of the fact ‘"that one Kobbat- 
ali, a bona fide local fisherman, was an applicant for the lease? 

(c) Is it a fact that the lease was given to the saijl Kobbatali by 
the Subdivisional Officer, Madaripur, Mr. Smith, on an annual renl 
of Rs. 1,200 after making due enquiries? 

(d) Is it a fact that the above sum of Rs..l,200 was paid in advance 
and was deposited in the Government treasury? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state that the lease to 
Kobbafali was cancelled* by the District Magistrate, Faridpur, contrary 
to the instructions of the Government as embodied in the rule as to 
settling fisheries? 

(f) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware — 

(i\ that^ll .along the above Bedharganj fishery has been leased 
to the za mind ars of Kartikpur in spite of the fact that there 
were bona fide local fishermen applicants ; 
fii) that the fishermen of the districts of Faridpur, Bakarganj, 
Dacca and Tippera have been making representations to their 
^ respective District Magistrates, Subdivisional Officers and 
* Commissioners of the Divisions as to the various acts of 
oppressions committed by the lessees of the fisheries in the 
*' above districts who are not bona fide fishermen; 


(iiiy that enquiries were made by responsible Government officers 
‘ * * and the grievances of the fishermen were found to be true; 

* and 


(it) that about 10,000 fishermen residing in the neighbourhood of 
Kartikpur fishery have left the area on account of the 
oppressions they are subjected to by the lessees Maulvi 
Giasuddin Ahmed Choudhury and others? 


(g) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to an article 
beaded “Fishermen’s distress” in the Ananda Bazar Patrika . dated 
the 21st Sraban, 1933 B.E., Calcutta edition, enumerating the grievances 
of the fishermen and the oppressions to which they are subjected to by 
the lessees of the fisheries who are not bona fide fishermen ? 

(h) Is the Government prepared to remedy the grievances of the 
fishermen of the locality of Kartikpur by cancelling the lease to Maulvi 
Giasuddin Ahmed Choudhury and others, zamindars of Kartikpur, and 
by giving lease to the bona fide fisherman Kobbatali? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blft 
8ir Bijay Prasad Singh Ray): (a) Yes, vide, rule 259 of the Bengal 
Government Estates Manual. 

(b) .The fishery known as the Bhedarganj fishery in the district of - 
Faridpur has been leased on a rent of Rs. 4,000 to Maulvi Giasuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury and others, the previous lessees, for the year 1937-38. 

It is a private fishery attached under section 140, Criminal Procedure 
Code, under thfc management of the Collector as Receiver to which the 
above rule does not apply. One Kobbatali was another applicant. On 
enquiry it appeared that he was not a bona fide fisherman but a middle- 
man dealing inffiRh ; and n$ substantial ground for giving him preference- 
could be established. 
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" (g) No, but Kobbatali was the highest bidder at 9m auction held by 
the SubcfiyisiontS Officey without the authority of the Collector. 

(d) Yes. - ' . * V* * - ' 

(c) The bid by Kobbatali was considered as Void by the Collector 
because the auction was held in error without due authority. The 
application of Kobbatali was then taken into consideration with others 
on its merits. 

(/) (0 No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(7//) The allegations were found to be. untrue. 

(v/r) Beyond the fact that some fishermen have left the area, I have 
no information to show the truth of the allegations. 

(/;) Government have seen the article referred to. 

(h) Government are prepared to enquire into any grievances which 
.appear to be founded on fact. But they are not prepared to cancel 
the lease granted to Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed Choudhurv and others. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
.(e), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us whether the lessees 
Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed Ohoudhnry and others are bona fide fishermen? 

The HOfi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, they are 
not. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government tried to bring in bona fide fishermen as 
applicants ? 

The Hen’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Nobody came 

forward. That is our information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state with reference to answer ( iv ) who enquired into those 
allegations ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The District 

Magistrate I believe. 

Babin KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the real fishermen of the place are leaving their hearth 
nnd home owing to the oppression of the Kaitickpur zemindars? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: That is not the' 

I nfm flrviTomrywiTil 1 
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Mr. tHlRENDRA J4ATH D ATT A : Will the iHo*’ble Minisftr be 
pleased to stfete whether the Government .are prepared to enquire into 
the grievances and the oppression that have Been enumerated in the 
Ananda Bazar Patrilca of 21st Sravan , 1933? 

The Hon’ble Mr BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
prepared to enquire into the grievances which appear to be founded 
on facts. 

A member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
it is a private fishery and the Kartickpur zemindars are the real owners 
of it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a private 
fishery. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it the policy of Gov- 
ernment to give lease to boiia fide fishermen? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: To bona fide 
fishermen if they are available. 

Mr. SYED JALALUD-OIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that this Maulvi Giasuddin 
Ahmed Chaudhuri is a member of this House or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the member himself knows it. It is ndt 
in the special cognizance of the Minister. 

Hijole area in Murshidabad. 

266. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that there is an area known as Hijole in the district of Murshi- 
, dabad partly within the Sadar subdivision and partly within 

Kandi subdivision covering more than ten thousand acres 
of culturable land; 

(ti) that the annual overflow of water from the rivers Dwarka, 
Mourakshi, and Kopai alias Kua inundates this vast tract 
of land submerging paddy and other crops and causes huge 
loss to the agriculturists; and 

( t?t ) that a small diversion channel falling into the Bhagirathi could 
protect the crops from this inundation and considerably 
improve the economic outlook of a large number of people? 
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. ( b ) ‘Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of investi- 
gating the matter with a view to taking early steps for rendering the 
cultivation of this vast area safe ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DE- 
PARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasim* 

bazar): (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) The suggestion is not feasible. The upland supply of water 
from the Mouiakshi, Brahmani, Dwarka and Kua rivers cannot be 
passed quickly enough into the Bhagirathi river because the water is 
beaded up on account of the high flood level in the latter. This is the 
cause of flooding in the Hi j ole area. This area can be satisfactorily 
drained only in November or after the Bhagirathi flood level has gone 
down sufficiently. 

(b) No remedy is available at present for the reason given in reply 
to (a) (in). 

Insufficient number of water passes by eastern side of the railway line 
from Comilla to Akhaura. 

267. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware that constant floods by the eastern side of the railway line from 
Comilla to Akhaura (Assam-Bengal Railway) in the district of Tippera 
are due to insufficient number of water passes in the said railway line? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to hold an inquiry 
into the matter and to take proper steps for quick passage of water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja CRIB CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) I have no information on the subject. 

(b) An inquiry will be made and, if necessary, the Railway authori- 
ties will be requested to increase the openings. 


Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chattopadhyaya. 

268. Mr. MANORANJAN BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chattopadhyaya deposited 
with the Calcutta University the non-collegiate fee of Rs. 15 remitted | 
by his father with a view to appear for the B.L. Examination? 

(b) Is it a fact that his present state of health made him unable to 
appear at the examination? 

(c) Is it a fact that his father undertook to keep Satya Babu upder 
his control on any restrictions ? 
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(i d) Is it also a fact tliat liis father’s prayer was rejected on the 
ground that there was no indication of change of attitude on the part 
of the detenu? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of placing 
all the correspondence between the Additional Secretary and Babu Sris 
Chandra Chattopadhyaya on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS (a) and (6) Government 
have no information. 

(c) and ( d ) The detenu has been interned in his home since the 21st 
August, 1937. 

(e) No. 

269. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether detenu Babu Satya Ran j an Chottopadhyaya had been 
ailing in the Hijli Detention Camp; 

(it) whether he had any X’Ray examination there; 

(in) whether his father wanted to know the result of the X’Ray 
examination; and 

(iv) whether the result was communicated to him or to the detenu? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons for not communicating 
the result? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
jof the X’Ray examination report? 

(d) Is it a fact that three teeth of Satya Ran j an Babu were 
extracted while in detention and he has been suffering from slow fever 
and pain in the lower abdomen? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of permitting 
jhis father to have Satya Babu examined by a doctor of his own choice? 

i The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The detenu had an 
pttack of dysentery and para-typhoid while in the Hijli Camp. 

(H) Yes. 

(Hi) His father reported that the result had not been communicated 
0 him; he did not ask for the report. 

(M The result of X’Ray examination has not been communicated 
0 either of them. 

(b) Such communication was not considered necessary. 
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(c) No. 

(d) and ( e ) I Lave no information. The detenu is interned in hi 
home now. 


Number of persons in detention or in custody or interned under th 

Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal Criminal Law Amend 

ment Act, 1925, and Ordinance I of 1930, etc. 

270. Rai HARENDRA NATH GHOUDHURYS Will the Hon’bl 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased t 
state — 

(i) the number of persons still in detention or custody, interned o 
otherwise suffering restrictions in their movements under — 

(1) the Bengal Regulation III of 1818, 

(2) the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1925, 

(3) Ordinance 1 of 1930 or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendmen 

Act, 1930, 

(4) the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act, 1932, or th( 

preceding Ordinance on whose lines it was enacted, and 

(5) the Bengal Public Security Act, 1932, or the Special Powe] 

v Ordinance (Ordinance) X of 1932, or 

(6) any other Act; and 

(?/) how many of them are — 

(1) in detention camps, (a) within and (b) outside the province, 

(2) in jails, (a) within and ( b ) outside the province, 

(3) interned, (a) in their homes or ( b ) in places away from their 

homes, and 

(4) otherwise suffering restriction in their movement under 

executive order? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) (l) 16. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) There were 2,470 orders in force on the 12th September, 1937, 

issued by Government imposing various degrees of restraint, from a* 1 
obligation to report changes of address or residence in a training campj 
to detention in a camp or jail. There were 148 orders in force at the 
end of August last issued by District Officers on youths below 21 ' 

of age. - | 
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(4) There were 270 orders in force at the end of August last issued 
by District Officers and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

(5) One. 

(6) None. 


(ii) (1) to (4) The position on the 12th September, 1937, was 
roughly as follows: — 

15 State prisoners in different jails outside the province : orders 
have issued for their return to Bengal. 

317 detenus in Deoli including 72 for whose return to Bengal 
orders have been issued and 18 serving terms of imprisonment. 
There are no detenus in any other jail outside Bengal. 

314 in Berhampore Camp of whom 59 were under orders of transfer 
to village or home domicile. 

About 50 detenus are in Bengal jails, most of them for temporary 
reasons. 

813 in village internment including persons in jails and cam}) whose 
transfer to village domicile had been ordered. 

489 in home internment including persons in village domicile or 
jail or camp for whom home internment had been ordered. 


Other persons are under lesser forms of restraint. 

I am sure that the House will appreciate the difficulty experienced 
by my office in preparing statistics in different forms as required by a 
large number of members. The numbers of detenus under various 
forms of restraint vary from day to day and changes are now both rapid 
and numerous. I, therefore, propose to issue a monthly statement 
showing the number of persons detained under section 2 ( 1 ) of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in jails and camps, interned in 
their homes, interned in villages, released conditionally or uncondi- 
tionally during the month from home domicile or more severe forms 
of restraint, and released unconditionally after having been condi- 
tionally released. 

I trust that with this information in their possession members will, 
in future, find it less necessary than they have had in the past, to put 
down questions for answer in the House. The Additional Secretary 
°r the Additional Deputy Secretary in the Home Department will 

( always be glad to give members any further statistical information 
which they desire and which may be readily available. 



QUESTIONS. 


[24th Sept,* 


mi* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: With reference to answei 
(ii) that out of 317 detenus, 18 are serving terms of imprisonment, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why they are serving 
terms of imprisonment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That must have been foi 
breach of discipline. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Is that an inference or is 

that- your information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the temporary reasons mentioned in (ii) 
regarding 50 detenus in Bengal jails? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (lenerallv for the purpose 
of treatment, or on transit from Deoli to their homes they stopped at 
the jails for a few days before they were sent to their home domicile. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how many are there for treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state with reference to answer u other persons are 
under lesser forms of restraint,” what is the nature of the restraint? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Restraining their move- 
ment to a particular district or before they leave home for a particular 
district they have to give information to the police. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether these persons are included in answei 
(4) that there were 270 orders in force at the end of August last, issued 
by District Officers and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta,, or 
excluded ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Is not the notice of a question 
itself a notice? 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state for what period they are suffering from this 
restraint f 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to enquire into the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Babtf NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to his answer on 
the top of page 12, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
he proposes to issue a monthly statement and not more frequently ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the House 

to judge whether this is a reasonable request? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Are we to be content with 
this sort of bureaucratic answers given by the past Government? May 
we not ask for protection from the Chair in getting a reply to a reason- 
able question? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think if you can show me the law or a conven- 
tion by which I can force an answer from the bureaucratic or a non- 
bureau cratic Government I shall be glad to do so. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: We want protection from 
you. We ask for answers from the Hon’ble Ministers but if they refuse 
to give answers it is no use our asking questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen that even in England Ministers have 
refused to answer questions in public interests. But whether it is a 
public interest or not I cannot judge. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: But very rarely, Sir. 
They are always very explicit in their answers. 

Mir, SPEAKER: That is true. 

Subsidies to the Journals of Bengal. 

271. Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state 
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whether subsidies have been granted by the Government of Bengal t 
journals in this province for starting or maintaining them since th 
year 1933 P 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(1) their names; 

(2) their circulation ; and 

(3) the amount of such subsidies to such journals? 

{(') Do the Government directly or through the said Press Office: 
distribute or circulate copies of journals free to schools, colleges, ba: 
libraries ? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bb 
Minister be pleased to state the name or the names of such journal o 
journals? 

(e) Have local newspapers been organised by the District Officen 
in their respective districts since the year 1933? 

(/) If the answer to ( e ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bh 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the districts and the names o: 
the newspapers? 

(g) Have the Government been supplying funds to such newspaper* 
since the year 1933? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bh 
Minister be pleased to state the amount spent by Government for the 
purpose since the year 1933? 

(i) Has financial assistance been given by the Government oi 
Bengal to — 

(1) the Hindu y 

(2) the Modern Student and 

(3) the Mouchaky 
during 1933-37? 

O’) If the answer to ( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount of assistance in each case; and 

(ii) the object for which such assistance has been given? 

(k) Has such financial assistance been granted by Government to the 
Bisuddha Sidd)ia?ita Panjika during the years 1935-37? 

( l ) If the answer to (k) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of such assistance and the 
purposes for which such assistance has been given? 
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The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDD1N: I am not prepared to 
supply this information in the public interest. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Is the Hon’bie Home Minister pre- 
pared to concede that the matters on which information has been sought 
in question 272 are matters of public concern within the meaning of 
Standing Order 24? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, may be. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, is “yes, may be” an answer? 
Either it must be “yes” or “may be.” 


Mr. SPEAKER: You can take it as “yes.” 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’bie the Home Minister 
able to state the facts on which he bases his answer, namely, that he 
is not prepared to supply the information in the public interest? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not facts but reasons. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If 1 were to give the 
facts the public interest will suffer. I am afraid I cannot add* any- 
thing more. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’bie the Home Minister 
prepared to concede that the question is directed to the public press? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may submit that the dis- 
closure might lead to unpleasant consequences. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, my last question has 
i«ot been answered. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Naturally the answer is 
cue in the affirmative. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’bie the Home 
Minister be pleased to state if subsidies were granted to any paper or 
journal before the year 1933 by Government ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not prepared to 
answer that in the public interest. 
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Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR *A8U: Is the Hon’ble the Home Miniate 
prepared to accept the statement made by the Hon’ble the Chie 
Minister that the disclosure will lead to unpleasant consequences? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a relevant question. 

Allotment of funds to the Press Officer for press propaganda. 

272. Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’bl 

Minister in charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state- 

(i) the amount of allotment of funds to the Press Officer for pres 

propaganda by the Government of Bengal in — 

(1) 1934-35, 

(2) 1935-36, 

(3) 1936-37; and 

(ii) whether the expenditure incurred by the Press Officer o) 

account of press propaganda are audited according to th 

normal rules of the department? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis 
ter be pleased to state under what procedure is the expenditure audited 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of Bengal in consultation with tin 
Accountant-General have during the years 1932 to 1935 sanctioned i 
procedure under which the Press Officer is authorised to draw bills with 
out submitting the vouchers to the Accountant-General? 

(d) Is it a fact that the procedure mentioned in (c) was extendec 
during the year 1934 to similar expenditure by District Officers? 

(e) Is the Hobble Minister aware that the Press Officer holds out oi 
has held out threats of the Press Act and the inducement of Governmenl 
advertisements and subsidies to bring pressure to bear on newspapers oi 
periodicals as also for publishing (i) editorials and (ii) leading articles 
from the Press Officer to disseminate the views of the Government on poli- 
tical questions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not prepared to supply 
this information in the public interest. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that before 1933 Government 
advertisements were not placed through the Press Officer? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe that is so. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: wtf the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government 
advertisements since 1933 have been placed through the Press Officer 
in order to enable him to make use of the public press to secure co- 
operation from them for the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the 
negative. I would refer the honourable member to the communique 
issued by Government some time ago on the subject. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon ble the Home 
Minister prepared to contradict a definite statement made by me that 
it appears in the book entitled “Propaganda 1932-35” by 
Mr. B. R. Sen, the Press Officer, that Government advertisements are 
now placed through the Press Officer to secure co-operation from the 
Press ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever might have 
been in that book, that is not the Government’s policy or action and 
it has entirely nothing to do with Government. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I draw your attention to the 
answer? Is it any answer to my question? I asked him to contradict 
the statement which I read out from the book itself? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think Mr. Bose you can ask him to 
contradict a statement. You can ask for further information. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state if Mr. B. R. Sen, i.c.s., was the Deputy 
Secretary, Political Department, and Press Officer, Government of 
Bengal, in the year 1933? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, he was. 

Mr. SARAT OH AN DR A BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether the book entitled “Propaganda 
1932-35” was printed by the Government of Bengal Press in 1936 at 
the cost of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. SARAT QHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be is prepared to contradict the statement made by 
the said Press Officer Mr. B. R. Sen in his book entitled “Propaganda 
1932-35” that by the beginning of 1934, I bad succeeded through 
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personal influence and judiqjbus control of official advertisements and 
with the threat of the Press Act in the background in persuading one 
or two of the most nationalist papers to accept editorial articles from 
the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to the communique that has been published. I 
have nothing further to add. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You gave a ruling that a com- 
munique or anything that is published in the papers cannot be refer- 
red to in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think unless you are prepared to place the com- 
munique on the table, you cannot refer to it. You can either say yeB 
or no in your answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of information, 
Sir. How can a member of Government reply regarding the publica- 
tions in papers which have not been supplied before? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not in a position to answer that nor I am 
able to say what ought to be the answer of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not prepared to 
answer this question until I see the statement. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state whether he has himself perused the book 
entitled “Propaganda 1932-1935” written by Mr. B. H. Sen, i.c.s., 
Press Officer to the Government of Bengal, in 1933 and subsequent 
years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submit that question is 
very offensive. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble the 

Chief Minister entitled to say so? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If it was offensive, I would have certainly stopped 
him. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I hare not gone 
through that book. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: &T the Hon'ble the Home 
Minister prepared to contradict another statement which I am read- 
ing from the same book? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I must say that the proper form is not to ask to 
contradict but to elicit information and I hope you will do that. 


The Hobble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. As the hon’ble member himself is in possession of the informa- 
tion when he reads the article from the book, is it in order to ask for 
that information? 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that 1933 was the first time since the 
days of Lord Lytton’s Viceroyalty that the Nationalist Press allowed 
itself to be used by Government on the scale and in the manner I have 
mentioned in the last few questions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that question in the special cognisance of the 
Home Minister? 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Yes, Sir. The Deputy Secretary, 
Political Department, is under the Home Department. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that I have not gone through that book. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Has not the Hon’ble Minister 
seen that book? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have said so. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
prepared to lay that book on the table of this House or of the Library? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister be pleased to state the names of one or the two Nationalist 
newspapers which allowed themselves to be used by Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that question hardly arises (cheers from 
Coalition Benches) — and I would say that it is very bad advocacy to 
give bahoba when the Judge is on your side — in view of the fact that 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister hae not seen the book and you are 
ostensibly quoting a passage from that book.* 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: May I draw your attention to 

question 272 ( e ) which gives a clear notice of the supplementary ques- 
tion I am putting? I ask the name of one or two Nationalist papers. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said I have 
not read that portion and I cannot give any answer to that. 

Babll NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to say that “I am not prepared to 
supply this information in the public interest” without disclosing the 
nature of the public interest? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The questions are over, you can ask next time. 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS. 

25— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 8,64,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I will just tell you this in connection 
with your motion that you will have to show that the Provincial 
Legislative Assembly will not function without the matter which you 
are referring to. That is how it will be in order. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I proceed 
to move any motion, may I enquire if you will permit anybody to make 
a general series of observations on the budget as is the ordinary pro- 
cedure, and then after that allow particular motions to be moved as 
against demands for grants. The general discussion has not been held. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, if the point is raised I think it is permissible 
to have a general discussion, but I should give this hint at this stage 
that in so far as supplementary estimates are concerned the only 
general discussion can be on a matter arising directly and specifically 
out of the demand voted and nothing more, ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not really 
want to take the time of the House over matters not directly arising 
out of this motion, but before I move my motion for reduction of the 
eman by Rs. 100, I would like to draw the attention of. this House to 
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the fact that this supplementary demand deals with certain matters 
and has omitted to deal with other matters. I would only like to offer 
a few general observations on the method and the manner by which 
this supplementary demand has been brought up. Yesterday, Sir, 
you noticed how there has been considerable misgiving about the 
admissibility of these supplementary statements of expenditure, parti- 
cularly in view of the fact that in the authenticated statement of 
permissible expenditure for the province which His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal has already given his seal to, there are certain 
amounts which have been carried over again under the supplementary 
statement of expenditure novc placed before us. The difficulties were 
further accentuated because some of us felt that before the Bills pro- 
viding for salaries could be actually passed, it was not really fair to 
place any amounts in anticipation either under the voted list or under 
the charged list. But in spite of these misgivings and difficulties the 
Finance Minister has chosen to anticipate events and to come. forward 
before us with some supplementary budget that might perhaps look 
a little attractive to many honourable members of this House. I do 
not know, Sir, if this is going to be the parting Puja bonus to our 
honourable members or it is going to be a sort of 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I should say in consonance with your 
position in the House it is not desirable that you should term the 
salary that has been passed by the House as a Puja bonus. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I bow down to your decision, Sir. 
It is farther from my mind to make any observation on the hon’ble 
members of this House who have voted their own salaries and have 
thereby made some provision for an additional expenditure out of the 
revenues of this province, expenditure that could have been avoided. 
All that I was going to say is this that we, on this side of the House, 
feel that this supplementary budget has been brought up with an 
amount of hurry and an amount of indecent haste which could have 
been avoided. I am, Sir, not a student of scriptures. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has of late been quoting scriptures — some people are 
adept at scriptures when it becomes necessary for them — and he has at 
another place talked of how great respect he has for the Mother Kali. 
He has also there said that although he bows his head to the great 
i Goddess, he refuses to bow his head to the Haidars of the temple. Sir, 
our Finance Minister might have developed certain new religious 
tendencies of late in new company. He might have acquired certain 
cult of the proverbial Kalapahar — that is not what we are concerned 
with. We are humble mortals of the faith that we carry. We pay 
our obeisance Jp the Almighty deity, the Goddess Kali, as much as to 
ber votaries Sbd we of the Hindu religion have love and respect. for 
( €V en the he-goat that is sacrificed before that Goddess, and, before that 



im SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS. [24th Sart. 

he-goat is sacrificed if we dcr not put vermilion on its head the he-goa^ 
in our religion could not be sacrificed before that deity. And if tin 
he-goat with all the proverbial virtues of the he-goat was not respected 
by us, Sir, certain classes of persons that are in high position woulc 
not have been here. However, Sir, that may be we on the Congress 
side feel that there have been many extraneous matters brought up bott 
in connection with Salary Bills as well as in connection with budget 
discussions. That is neither here nor there. All that we feel and 
feel rather strongly is that so far as the statements of expenditure go 3 
there must be more decency, more care and less attempt at placing 
additional burdens on the unfortunate public of Bengal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like at this stage only to draw youi 
attention to the fact that if it was the anxiety of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to place the members of this House at an advantage to relieve 
them of their troubles and worries he would have certainly provided at 
least some decent amount for the functioning of the Assembly Depart- 
ment, if not of other departments, with which we come in contact from 
time to time. ^ou are aware, Sir, and so also are our friends in this 
House, that our questions are not properly attended to. Even now two 
questions of mine that were handed in as early as July last have 
remained unreplied to, though we are practically at the end of the 
session. We have had our travelling allowance bills and daily allow- 
ance bills lying undisposed of, and we have also numerous other diffi- 
culties experienced in this House; and all this in spite of the fact that 
the Hon’ble Home Minister some days back, in connection with the 
budget discussion, assured us that lie would look into the question, 
would consult the Speaker and Leader of the House and would make 
sufficient arrangements so that the inconveniences might nol exist. He 
assured us, if my memory serves me right, that if there was any 
necessity tor additional funds, if there was any necessity for additional 
hands, he would not hesitate to provide for the same. But the supple- 
mentary budget that is placed before us unfortunately does not show 
a single rupee provided for for such purposes. I submit that this has 
been an entirely wrong process and merely the provision of salary for 
the members or for the executives will not render their efficiency better 
and will, on the contrary, make our position awkward when we will 
go with fat salaries and the office will remain ill-provided for. 

erely a provision of salary for the members or for the executives will 
not render efficiency any better, but will on the contrary make our 
position awkward when we shall draw the fat salaries and the office 
wi 1 remain overburdened with work which they cannot manage. We 
s a obviously not be able to apply our energies to practical use, 
because the office cannot cope with the work. 

I would also like to draw attention to another faht. When we 
voted for the salaries, it was certainly not the intention of the mein- 
oers of the House— I tffink I can say that on firm ground— that there 
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should be any additional expenditure thrown on the poor tax-payers of 
Bengal. I feel sure that most of us who did vote for the salary— of 
course, I did not vote for the salary, Sir, — did so, thinking that the 
present Government would be in a position to effect adequate economies 
in different directions, and out of the retrenchments thus effected they 
would meet the additional expenditure. They certainly did not vote 
for an additional burden on the tax-payers of Bengal, particularly 
when that additional burden would be incurred on their own personal 
account. What account will they give to their constituencies when 
they will go back after this session — what explanation will they give 
to their countrymen when they will demand— “What relief have you 
given to us in our taxation and what relief have you provided for your- 
selves and for the members of the Legislative Council P” In that view 
of the matter, I would ask the members of the House to assert them- 
selves now and say in unequivocal terms that the additional amount 
that is demanded now should be found from some kind of retrenchment. 
And that I think should not be difficult. We have allowed Rs. 1 crore 53 
lakhs on demand for grants under the head “General Administration,” 
aifd that amount is not certainly a small amount. If out of that 
amount even a 10 per cent, cut could be effected, it would provide 
more than Rs. 15 lakhs which represents nearly double the amount 
that is now sought to be found under different heads of the Supple- 
mentary Budget. I submit, Sir, that these two aspects of the question 
should be kept in view before we take up the Supplementary Budget 
and vote for the demand. I say, Sir, with some amount of feeling, 
that it is really unfair, unfair to ourselves, unfair to our countrymen, 
unfair to our voters that we should be taking money for ourselves, 
while not exploring properly the possibilities of economy in the top- 
heavy administration of the present Government. I have not much 
to say about the figures of the budget. I find that provision has been 
made for about 11 months, and most probably the 12th month’s provi- 
sion will come in the next year’s budget, because the payment will be 
made after the 31st of March, 1938. But there are only one or two 
items that require explanation. I find, for example, a rounding figure 
of Rs. 367 as against a provision of Rs. 1,000. If, Sir, for providing 
an expenditure of Rs. 1,000 we have to round it off by Rs. 367, it 
looks rather awkward. Sir, I am drawing attention to page 5, where 
it will be found that the amount for rounding is Rs. 367 and the 
charged amount for allowances and honoraria amounts to only 
Rs. 1,000. 

Sir, we have also had other wonderful feats of accountancy. We 
aye found in this statement sums, that were passed, have now been 

it up into two divisions — “voted” and “charged” — and we have also 
a . 8111118 that do not tally in the total with the total that was pro- 
Tl . ^ or originally. There might have been changes in the revised 
os imates and I do not comment pn them ; bnt* it appears thft there 
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hag been something wonderful in the system of accounts that Govern- 
ment follow. I would conclude only by saying that when the Finance 
Minister comes forward to this House with his proposals, he should 
be on firmer grounds — and he should, in my humble opinion, and ] 
believe my friends here will bear me out, leave no departmentt 
untouched, and try to pool the requirements of all departments whei 
he requires a supplementary budget to be placed before us. Our atten 
tion should be drawn to all such matters as may require additional 
provisions, so that we may understand how and where we can go anc 
how much and to what extent we can provide under a particular head 

With these observations, Sir, I move that the demand be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that the session of this Hous< 
will be from 3 p.m. till 8 p. m., my attention has been drawn to th( 
(act that this time might be utilised as an opportunity when mem- 
bers could have their tea. So I adjourn the House for half an hour. 

The House was then adjourned for half-an-hour. 


{After adjournment.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, I have moved my 
Rs. 100 cut motion and have stated two specific reasons therefor. 

I have another Rs. 100 cut motion on this demand with a view to 
draw attention to the public opinion about hill exodus. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is not in order. 

Mr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that in the 
budget provision has been for Rs. 1,000 under “Charged — Travelling 
expenses.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It was settled 
yesterday that “Charged” expenditure would be excluded except 
Ministers’ salary. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I, Sir, take it that * 
Ministry was drawing that amount. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Speaker’s and the Deputy Speaker’s amount 8 
have b$en drawn. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the amount shown as 
travelling expenses ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKER: It shows the 
travelling allowances of members of this House and not of anybody * 
else. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Am I to take it that this does not 
provide a single rupee for travelling allowance of the Speaker or the 
Deputy Speaker or the Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Yes, that is so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you had previous 
to this ruled that so far as the budget demands for grant go, in 
accordance with the Government of India Act interpretation, this 
demand should be taken as a whole and though the specific items 
thereof might be changed by the department concerned, we might 
make observations on the demand as a whole. If you maintain that 
ruling, then, I submit that my motion would be in order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: All I want to say 
is that the whole must be composed of its parts and that the parts 
should not compose the whole. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. In the Central Legislative Assembly it was ruled by the late 
Hon'ble Mr. Y. J. Patel I hat while speaking on a part demand one 
can travel beyond the point under discussion to develop one’s argu- 
ments. 

Mr, SPEAKER: But the difficulty is that Government are not* 
putting this Rs. 1,000 in the demand. Otherwise it would have been 
perfectly in order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
propose to attack the supplementary demand on two alternative 
grounds. I would say that it is either premature or it is a belated 
demand meant to cover the gross miscalculations that have been made 
111 preparing the original budget. Now in support of my first pro- 
position that it is a premature demand, I would refer only to the 
explanation given in the supplementary statement that has been 

( circulated. There it is stated that “the supplementary estimate under 
^ General Administration’ is on account of the cost, over and above 
( what was provided in the budget, that will he involved in the event 
these measures being passed into law.” Now, Sir, permit me to 
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refer to section 81 of the Government of India Act. The section rum 
as follows: “if in respect of any financial year further expenditure 
from the revenues of the province becomes necessary over and above 
the expenditure theretofore authorised for that year, the Governoi 
shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers a supplementary 
statement showing the estimated amount of that expenditure/’ Now 
Sir, I would emphasise the words “becomes necessary.” The questior 
is how the demand in question has become necessary. Is it on accoun 
of the passage of the Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolu 
merits) Bill, 19*37 P If so, I must say that it is premature, becaus< 
if we refer to section 1 of that Bill, we will find that this Act doe! 
not come into operation till the 1st of October, 1937, even if tin 
Governor assents to it. (The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkeb : 
But an amendment has been made giving effect to it from the dati 
of the administration of oath.) But that is in connection witl 
section 3. I refer to section 1 (2) which says that it will come int< 
force from the 1st October. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: No, it shall b< 

deemed to have come into force from the date of taking the oath. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Even in that case, havi 
you got tire assent of the Governor? If you have not, then this Bil 
cannot be deemed to be laid and the alleged necessity cannot 'be sait 
to have arisen. It is not open to the Hon’ble Minister to say tha 
this Act has been passed and that the expenditure has on that accoun 
become necessary. 

Then as regards my second point, if it has not now become neces 
sary, then it is only a belated attempt to cover the miscalculations ii 
connection with the original budget. You are bringing forward i 
demand to the extent of Rs. 8,50,000. The question that arises ii 
this connection is, what prevented you from providing this sum in tin 
oiiginal budget? You could have done that easily. You provide! 
for the Ministers’ salary in the original budget. That provision ha; 
not been exceeded except by Rs. 1,000. Almost the whole amount wa; 
provided in anticipation so far as the Ministers’ salary is concerned 
What was there to prevent you from providing for this amount — mucl 
of which is required for members’ salary — in the original budget.' 
Hon’ble members will please remember that all these Bills were 
brought forward at the same time when the budget was introduced 
and that these Bills were even published in the Calcutta Gazette before 
the introduction of the budget. Therefore, the Finance Minister had 
a clear idea as to what the expenditure was going to be so far a' 
these Bills were concerned. At any rate, about 5/6ths of the expefl' 
diture relating to Members’ salaries was covered by the rate of salatf 
proposed in the original Bill. The amount of course was increased 
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by the vote ^of the House on the Government’s accepting the amend- 
ment of Rs. 150 in place of Rs. 125 originally provided for in the 
Bill. To the extent of five-sixths of the total amount required for this 
purpose the Government were aware of the position before the intro- 
duction of the budget, but what was there to prevent them from 
providing that much of the amounts required in the budget. If they' 
had not done so, they must have made a mistake and I do not know, 
nay doubt very much, whether section 81 permits them to rectify their 
mistake in this way. Section 81 contemplates that there must be 
first of all a budget and then some unforeseen events must happen 
which necessitate further expenditure and therefore a supplementary 
estimate. In that view, Sir, section 81 does not permit them to bring 
forward as a supplementary estimate for those sums which at the time 
of preparing the original budget they knew were necessary. Therefore, 

I think, Government deserve censure on that point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, as regards 
the personal attacks on me made by my friend, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
I do not want to say anything except that if a saying, and a well- 
known saying in Bengali, is to be true, certainly of all persons 
Dr. Sanyal ought to make such remarks about me, but I treat such 
personal attacks with the contempt that it deserves. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is any hon’ble member entitled to say that he treats another member 
with the contempt that he deserves? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If he had said that about the person concerned, I 
would have ruled him out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: As regards criti- 
cisms of the supplementary grant, he pointed out certain defects in 
my presentation of the budget and in our accounting and rounding of 
figures. So far as I remember, in the Irish Bill Debate some member 
said about another member that if he could describe the remarks of 
that member and the arguments of that member as being foolish, he 
would have done so if it was Parliamentary. In this case also I say 
if it was Parliamentary I could have said that it was a foolish argu- 
ment. But as that is not permissible, I can only say that the criticisms 
betray complete ignorance of accountancy or finance. Then as regards 
my friend Mr. Haren Rai Chaudhuri’s argument that the demand is 
premature, I say, Sir, that the Bill has been passed by this House 
and also by the Upper House and that it is only awaiting the assent 

His Excellency. So I do not think that it is premature. If pro- 
vision for members’ salary and allowances are not made just now, it 
may be delayed till the next session. That is why we have brought 
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forward this supplementary demand. As regards tj^e salary o\ 
Ministers my friend accuses me as to why I was not able to estimate 
it beforehand. As you know, the Ministers’ salaries were Es. 3,00C 
for the Chief Minister, Rs. 2,500 for some others and Rs. 2,000 foi 
the rest, hut the Bill which has been passed by this Assembly and 
by the Upper House provides that all the Ministers except the Chiei 
will get a salary of Rs. 2,500. I have included Rs. 10,000 as the 
salary of the Ministers on account of the increase effected by this Bill, 
I did not know beforehand whether this House would pass the Bill 
and therefore it was not possible for me to make an estimate to thai 
effect beforehand. Then as regards the salary of members, it has been 
said why I did not provide for it at our proposed rate? But, Sir 
at the introduction stage I made it perfectly clear that I introduced 
the Bill only as a basis for discussion, but whether the members would 
take a salary or not I did not know. But after the passing of this 
Bill and its confirmation by the Upper House, now we can say that 
the members will take their salaries. My friend, Dr. Sanval, has said 
that it is unfair to take such high salaries. Sir, Government are nol 
forcing any member to take this salary 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a personal explanation, Sir. 
I did not say that. 

The Hon’ble Mr, NAL1NI RANJAN SARKER: If Dr. Sanyal m 
any other member does not want to take his salary, then he need not 
take it. This House has passed this Salary Bill, and the Upper House 
has also confirmed it, and that is why we now T seek to include the 
amounts in the budget. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order 
Sir. Why w r ere not these amounts included in the original budget? 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has not furnished any explanation. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has given it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir, he has not. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He could not do that, because he did not know 
at that time whether the House would accept the principle of Bill- 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But the same argument 
would apply to the Ministers’ Salaries Bill, also, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, do you think you need reply to 
the debate ? 
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Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlW: There is just one point. 
Sir, that I would like to refer to, and that is about Dr. Nalinaksha 
SanyaFs remarks about the difficulty members are feeling because of 
shortage of staff in the Legislative Assembly Department. Speaking, 
subject to correction, and as far as I recollect, I pointed out to the 
House that we are going to decide finally what staff should be fixed 
after this present session is over. I might add that if there is any 
temporary difficulty and if requisitions are made to meet that difficulty, 
Government would be prepared to supply additional staff. As far as 
I know, and again 1 am speaking subject to correction, I mean to say 
that we are trying to give as much assistance as we possibly can 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have not yet had any verna- 
cular reporters. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, vernacular 
repoiters are very difficult to get, and they are not easily available. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: If good pay is given, then you can get 
them. What about the vernacular reporters in the Police?) That was 
not, however, the complaint of Dr. Sanyal in his original speech. 
His original speech referred to the difficulty experienced in drawing 
travelling allowance and other things. I submit, Sir, that it is not 
true to say that Government have not carried out the promise they 
made to this House, and I have got nothing further to add. 

The question that the demand of Us. 8,54,000 for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
criticise Government’s failure to provide additional grants for certain 
other departments, so that the work of the legislative bodies could be 
cariied on without the difficulties experienced at present and to draw 
Government’s attention to the possibilities of finding the additional 
expenses from out of retrenchment) was put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,54,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” was then put and agreed 
to 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

27— Administration of Justice, 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H038AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 1,04,500 be granted for expenditure under the head 
Administration of Justice.” 
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Sir, while the general budget was discussed unfortunately this 
item was shown as “charged,” and when I told the House that discus- 
sion should not be extended to this item that was charged, you were 
pleased to give your ruling that even if it is “charged,” the House 
had the right of discussing the matter. This question was thoroughly 
discussed on the first day of the budget, and I never thought that the 
mistake that was unintentionally committed if it were rectified on a 
later date would bring in a cut motion from my friend Dr. Sanyal. 
We have given Dr. Sanyal an additional opportunity of discussing it 
afresh and I will wait to hear him, and so I need not make a long 
speech. I formally move my motion, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have some difficulty, Sir, in 
moving my amendment, because I have not heard from the Nawab 
Sahib yet that this demand which he has moved has been moved under 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor. If that has not 
been so done, 1 submit that it is not in order, and so the question of 
my moving the amendment which stands in my name does not arise. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, yes. The Nawab 
Sahib has stated that he was moving his demand for grant on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I take the word of the Hon’bb the 
Chief Minister, and so now move my amendment. 

I beg to move, Sir, that the demand of Es. 1,04,500 under the head 
“27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the non-utilization of large sums lying with the Official 
Assignee). 

It is not my intention, Sir, to raise any discussion on the func- 
tionary for whom this amount is going to be provided. I know that 
the Official Assignee is perhaps working as efficiently as he could or 
should. My grievance, Sir, lies elsewhere, and I assure the honourable 
the Nawab Sahib that the criticisms that I would like to offer affect 
not so much his department as the department of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. I want to know, Sir, if it is the intention of 
Government to utilize the funds that have been lying for a long time 
with the Official Assignee, as res vulliiis, as I am told, and whether 
the fund might be put to proper use. It is for the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister to give us some assaurance as to how he is going to utilize 
this fund. I understand that a sum to the tune of 80 lakhs of 
rupees 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, Dr. Sanyal, that while discussing & 
supplementary estimate you can discuss or speak only on an issu® 
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which directly comes under it, but a matter which is outside the issue 
cannot he discussed. You remember that this question of the surplus 
money was discussed at the time of the general budget. That being 
so, I am afraid you cannot discuss ''it 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Before you give your ruling, Sir, 

I beg to submit that this fund is at the present moment under the 
administration of the Official Assignee. Therefore, when we are voting 
this amount for the Official Assignee, then I beg to submit, this dis- 
cussion does come under the purview of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can say how it should be spent, but you 
cannot criticise the activities of another department. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am only submitting my views for 
eliciting information, and it is only for the Government to decide 
whether the Hon’ble the Finance Minister would give any reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you cannot refer to any other matter 
except the one which is the subject-matter of this demand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I would submit, Sir, only one point 
and that is this that we have heard that with this Official Assignee 
a sum to the tune of Rs. 80 lakhs is lying undisposed of, and that 
about Rs. ‘35 lakhs out of this fund, I am told, can be safely drawn 
upon by the present Government. I want to draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister for Judiciary to the fact that if he would be a little 
benign, then with this Rs. 35 lakhs much good can be done to the 
people of Bengal 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are perfectly right up to that 
stage. You can refer to the Official Assignee and to the huge amount 
that is lying with him, but you cannot go beyond that. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Therefore, I am putting in an 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Minister for Judiciary to spare the fund for, 
utilization in other departments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can go up to the “sparing” of the fund and 

II > more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Well, Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister 
for Judiciary spares the fund that fund might either be utilized 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you can ask up to “sparing,” but as 
]e ^ards utilization, i.e., how it should be utilized, that is a matter 

*ch is outside the scope of this supplementary demand. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL! I submit, Sir, it will be doing 
justice to this province, and, therefore, it comes under the jurisdiction 
of the Minister for Judiciary. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That argument probably defeats everybody. 
•(Laughter.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,04,500 under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000. 

In substance, therefore, Sir, I want to refuse the whole of this 
demand, because of the legal difficulty I am experiencing in interpret- 
ing the appropriate provision of the Government of India Act. This 
very amount has been included as charged expenditure in the authenti- 
cated schedule under section 80 ( 1 ) of the Government of India Act. 
Now, section 80 ( 2 ) says that the schedule so authenticated shall be 
laid before the Assembly, but shall not be open to discussion or vote in 
the legislature. Now, Sir, I submit that if there has been a mistake, 
as the Government admit that there has been a mistake, certainly, 
by that mistake they have put the Governor in a very wrong position, 
and I also submit that they have tendered a very wrong advice to the 
Governor in asking him to authenticate that schedule— that mistaken 
schedule. I submit, therefore, that in view of the clear provision of 
section 80 ( 2 ) of the Government of India Act this amount cannot he 
brought forward again before the House, and the vote of the Home 
^cannot be demanded in respect of this amount. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards that point, I think an answer is re- 
-quired from me, because that is a matter of procedure. It is quite true 
that, so far as an authenticated schedule is concerned, it cannot be dis- 
cussed in this House, but in the case of a budget or rather a supple- 
mentary budget there is nothing in the law by which we are debarred 
from voting any amount that may be necessary or an amount which 
might find in some connection a place in an authenticated schedule 
At least I do not find up till now anything by which we are debarred 
from considering that matter, and I hold that this demand is in order 
The purpose of an authenticated schedule is nothing more than to keep 
a record in this House, and Mr. Rai Chaudhuri will perhaps remember 
ihat the authenticated schedule is in possession of this House, that is, 
that no money can be spent unless it is properly sanctioned by the 
House : that is only for the purpose of showing sanction. Now, if a 11 
Hon ble Minister wants to get the vote of this House for any sum 
outside budget sanction and grant, then he will have to come before this < 
House again. j 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I rise on a further 
point of order then. Will not there be two appropriations in that case? 
There has been one appropriation already, and another appropriation is 
going to be made for the same purpose now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, the question will surely come in when the 
Public Accounts Committee will meet and scrutinize this expenditure. 
If they find that there has been double appropriation, surely they would 
bring it to the notice of this House. But at present it is not within my 
cognizance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: This is an important 
question, Sir, and it deserves an answer from the Hon’ble the Minister 
for Judiciary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, may I submit 
that even a supplementary grant will have to be authenticated by His 
Excellency the Governor, and in that authenticated schedule we shall 
correct the mistake already done in the first instance, provided it is a 
mistake ! 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then, you will make 
His Excellency own his own mistake? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: If it is a mistake, 
certainly he will own it up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the explanation of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister makes the position worse. May I draw your 
attention to section 78 ( 4 ) of the Government of India Act, where it is 
stated that the Governor’s decision in this respect is in his discretion 
and is final and that it cannot be corrected or challenged, and that the 
Ministers are not in any way empowered to advice him to correct his 
mistakes: it is absolutely beyond their scope. I cannot understand 
the Hon’ble Minister can assure us in this House that this will he 
corrected. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is true. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has brought in a motion and is questioning us 
that when the wrong was done in the past have we any right to rectify 
it now. We actually admit that His Excellency was advised last 
time 


P r> NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I say His Excellency cannot be 
advised. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It was done wrongly. Now, it has been pointed to ns that this sum ii 
to be voted by the House, so we have simply brought in the supple- 
mentary demand in good faith and with the belief that there will be 
no further discussion on it, because there was a discussion on it once. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On that unconstitutional 
remark, should not the member be called to older? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

So far as this sum is concerned, it is a consolidated amount of interest 
accrued from small funds and gradual addition to them. It is now a 
big sum. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the annual accretion? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The annual accretion is about Rs. 1,68,000. Everybody knows that th* 
Official Assignee’s Act provides that whatever amount comes into the 
hands of the Official Assignee that must be invested. Just a small 
amount can be kept by the Official Assignee in his own hand, but every- 
thing else has to be invested in Government security. The entire 
Rs. 65,000 is invested in Government security and is bearing interest. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How does it come in? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

So really speaking, it comes in this way. As long as the money is there 
an investment has to be made from year to year and thus money is 
being added. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Investment in what? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Investment in Government security — in 3J per cent. Government paper. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Not 4 per cent. ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

When you want facts I give you the facts (laughter). In 3^ per cent. 
Government paper the entire amount has been invested. That is the 
position, and my friend no doubt knows it. So the country does not 
suffer at all, if the money is not shown in the Government budget. 
The moment it is shown in the Government budget we lose the interest 
(laughter). As a businessman you ought to know that ally amount y° u 
put in the Government budget cannot be invested. The day you do it 
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you bring it in the General Revenues and you lose the interest which 
you were getting by keeping it separate. That is the real position 
which I wanted to explain to the House 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Who is the claimant 
of the money? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I inflicted a speech on the House simply to enlighten Dr. Sanyal that 
the money is in the safe keeping and is bringing interest, and the 
moment you include it in the budget the whole income of Rs. 1,60,000 
will vanish, because the Government of Bengal have no right to invest 
money in per cent. Government security. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you sure of it? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, I give you facts. That being the position, I do not believe that 
anything wrong has been done by keeping this money in the hand of 
the Official Assignee so long. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is it on the principle that a 
company cannot invest in its own shares? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, that is the principle (laughter). That being the position, I do 
not believe that Dr. Sanyal has anything to complain against what has 
been done in the past. As to the future, the money will be handed 
over to the Bengal Government and it will come into the General 
Revenues, and this House will have every right to dictate the policy of 
its expenditure. Any court of justice will have no control over the 
money 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: What a pity! 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, it is a pity no doubt; but at the same time the rule must be 
observed. The money will be entirely in the hands of the old master, 
the Finance Minister. It will be in the best hands! 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Which old master?* 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I said old master, you may infer from it. 
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I think I have sufficiently explained the position and the House 
will see that no wrong has been done, and I hope there should not be 
any reduction of my demand. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri was put and lost. 
The original motion (No. 3) was put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the Famine Relief Demand hag 
been taken out. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I come to the actual discussion of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, I would like io refer to the fact 
that yesterday I permitted tentatively Mr. Sen to move his amendment 
Nos. 033-639. I have further considered the matter and unless you can 
show me something in support of your argument I feel that your amend- 
ment is not within the scope of this clause at least (I do not say the 
scope of the Bill for the time being). Apart from that, may I point 
out the difficulty which your amendment will create. Here you want 
to insert “notwithstanding anything contained in any contract between 
the tenants and the landlords to the contrary.’ ’ But under the ordinary 
law of interpretation it will take effect from the date from which thi* 
Act is effective In other words, it will have no retrospective character : 
contracts entered into prior to this Act being enforced will not he 
covered by this section. On the other hand the original section which 
is 178 not only covers all future contracts but also previous contracts. 
This amendment says nothing of the sort. That being so, apart from 
this reason, I feel that the Government motion is only for the reduction 
of the amount. To what extent contracts are affected does not come 
within the scope of this section; it comes within the scope of section IhS. 
I think Mr. Rai Chaudhuri said something about it yesterday, and it 
seems to me that contracts governing these things come within section 
178. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: May I point out that amend 
ments Nos. 633-639 is not one of my amendments. My amendments 
are 1463 and 1464 which come under section 178 and I propose to speak 
on them. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: They will have to be taken up in due time. I 
hold that this amendment (Nos. 633-639) is not within the scope of this- 
section. We will now resume discussion on the motion that was under 
discussion yesterday. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We were discussing the question 
of interest. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, you agree that in discussing the 
quantum of interest the question of contract does not arise. The 
question of contract comes within section 178 which is a specific section. 

Clause 13. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bai Chaudhuri, what is the effect of your 
amendment? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The effect of my amend- 

ment is this. Clause 13, as drafted, proposes to substitute the new 
section 85A for section 86. I think that is a serious mistake. I shall 
develop hereafter the effect of my amendment. I would not disturb 
section 86, but would put in 67 after 65. That is the only change I 
propose. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want to create a new right for under-raiyat. 
Is not that bringing in a new matter altogether? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir, I do not. If 
you permit me I can say in a minute. Section 65 refers to tenants and 
tenants mean all classes of tenants — tenure-holders, raiyats, under- 
raivats, etc. I am only making it more explicit and nothing else. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is absolutely redundant, because sec- 
tion 67 says that an arrear of rent shall bear simple interest at the rate 
oi 12^ per cent, and so on. Will you show me how section 67 is not 
applicable to under-raiyat? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I have already submitted 
that just to prevent misapprehension I want to make it clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your view, Sir Bijoy? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I will hold 

exactly the samq view as you were pleased to hold just now, because 
section 67 refers to raiyat and raiyat includes under-raiyat. So, ikyis 
Quite unnecessary and that is the second part of his motion. The first 
part is the same as mine + so that is also unnecessary. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, your amendment ii 
not necessary. * 

(Amendment No. 1589 was held to be out of scope.) . 

(Amendments Nos. 1590-1595A were held to be out of scope.) 

(Amendment No. 1596 was held to be out of scope.) 

(Amendments Nos. 1597 and 1598 are out of scope.) 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I refer U 
one point regarding my amendment No. 1597 ? So far as an amend- 
ment is concerned, my idea is that an amendment always seeks ^ithei 
to add to or deduct something from the original proposition or qualify 
jt in some way. Now, Sir, the Bill proposes that all under-raiyats 
having occupancy-rights shall be entitled to sell their holdings. Ther 
is it not within the right of members to put amendments to the effeci 
who should be regarded as under-raiyats having occupancy-rights? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is governed by section 48G. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But that section has 
been touched. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Section 48G has not been touched. 

The HoiTble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Moreover it is 
practically the same as No. 583B moved by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Roy which you ruled out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is out of scope. 


Amendments Nos. 1599-1600. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the amendments are out of order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask how 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment is out of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, do you want to move your 
amendment ? 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 
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Mr* SPEAKER! In that case I will see to it afterwards. The 
reason why it is out of order ifr that I do not know what is the effect of 
your amendment. But so far as^fhe Government amendment is con- 
cerned, it is purely of a consequential nature and your one proposes a 
substantive change. 


Amendments Nos. 1601 - 1602 . 

Ml*. SPEAKER! Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s amendment proposes 
that after the figures “65” the figures and letter “85 A” be inserted. 

1 think this is in order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, 
Sir. You have ruled my amendment out of order as regards section . 
67; on the very same grounds this amendment may be out of order. 
Section 85 A also refers to tenants. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you understand the difference. The 
difference is that the effect of his amendment is an amendment to Gov- 
ernment amendment, namely, that instead -of 85A being substituted for 
86, 85A be added. Government proposal is that 80 be deleted and 85A 
be added. 

Mr. Tam.zuddin Khan, what is the object of your amendment 
No. 1601 P 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The object of my amendment is 
that sub-section 2 (//’) of section 48G seeks to give certain rights to 
under-raiyats having occupancy-right and reads as follows: “Every 
undei-raiyat who has a right of occupancy in his holding shall have, 
os regards his immediate landlord, all the rights and liabilities of a 
ruiyat with a right of occupancy, as set forth in sections 65, 86, etc.” 
There 85 A* is not included. Section 85 A seeks to give certain right to 
’ui^vats, namely, the right to build religious structures. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bai Chaudhuri just points out to me that 
s ° tar as 85 A is concerned the word is “tenant,” and I think in that 
'dew it is redundant. 

(Amendments Nos. 1603-1604 are ruled out of order.) 

(Amendments Nos. 1605-1607 ruled out of order.) 

(Amendment No. 1608 ruled out of order.) 

(Amendment No. 1608A ruled out of order.) 

(Amendment No. 1609 ruled out of order.) 

\H 
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Rai HAREM DiyV NAftH CHAUDHURI : Mr. ’ Speaker, Sir, 
clause 13, so far »s 13 (2) is concerned, I think it is a proposition whi< 
is directly contradictory to the Stafenent of Objects and Reasons. 
>ou turn to the Statement of Objects and Reasons, Sir, you will fii 
that among the leading provisions of the Bill, the Bill proposes to gi' 
the under-raiyats the right to surrender their holdings, that is, it pt 
poses to retain for the under-raiyats the privilege of section 86. Bn 
Sir, so far as the Bill is concerned, it proposes on the contrary th 
section 86 should be substituted by section 85 A that the under-raiyat 
right to surrender should go. This is a direct contradiction to tl 
Statement of Objects and Reasons and there was point in bringing th 
section in 48G, but now 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I dra 
the attention of Mr. Rai Chaudhuri at this stage to clause 22 of tl 

Bill? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I stand corrected, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I want to speak on claui 
13. You will probably remember, Sir, that 1 was allowed to move pi 
amendment No. 584. By that amendment I wanted to delete the won 
“as regards his immediate landlord” from sub-clause (I) of clam 


Mr. SPEAKER: You spoke very fully on that amendment. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may I be permitted t 
bring out a new point? The Hon’ble Minister in charge has pointe 
out that section 49 covers the benefits as provided in section 26G. 
will read out section 49 which says: “Notwithstanding anything con 
tained in section 48F, an under-raiyat may enter into a complet 
usufraetuary mortgage in the same manner and on the same condition 
as are provided in section 26G for occupancy-raiyats and the provision! 
of that section shall apply so far as may be to under-raiyats as if the] 
were occupancy-raiyats.” He has said that my amendment is redund 
ant. I may tell him that it is not so; because section 26G has been 
amended in order to give retrospective effect to annulment after 15 
years of all debts on usufructuary mortgages created before and after 
the 1st April, 1937, while section 49 deals with how to create new 
mortgages after 1st April, 1937. Section 49, therefore, does not help 
the under-raiyat to get the benefits of the annulment of debts as ; f ”' 
vided in section 26G. I want to make it clear that when new privilege 
are being given to raiyats, these should be given to tbe under-raiyat | 
as well. If my amendment is not accepted, there will remain ^ j 
anomaly and I want to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s attention to 
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and I aka want him to accept my amendment in qj4 er to make it clear 
that under-raiyats shall be entitled to the rights and privileges under the 
amended section 26G without an^ambiguitv. Besides that, section 49 
says that the provisions, of section 26G shall apply “so far as may he” 
to under-raiyats as if they were oeeupancy-raiyats. The words *‘80 
far as may be” are dangerous legal quibbles, as they may be interpreted 
in any way by shrewd lawyers in the law courts as may suit them. So 
I want to make it clear that the under-raiyats shall be entitled to enjoy 
all the benefits under the amended section 26G and that is why I have 
moved my amendment No. 584. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think any long speech is necessary. I simply oppose this amendment 
as it is outside the scope of the Bill. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I would point out that it would probably have been 
better if clause 18 had been redrafted. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. Sec- 
lion 85A ought to go out, it is a self-contained provision. The figure 
”86” should also be deleted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Had that mistake been 
detected earlier, much of the discussion we have had could have been 
avoided. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think from the drafting point of view, the 
figures ”86” should be omitted from sub-clause (2). I think I might 
explain that the reason why I have suggested this drafting change is 
because Government wants 85 A to be incorporated. Now 85 A includes 
the words ”raiyat” and “under-raiyat,” and it is not necessary to 
include the words because their inclusion does not improve the section. 
Moreover in section 86 there is a reference only to tenure-holders, so 
Ihe deletion of the figures 86 is a necessity. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with your 
permission I b6g to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 13, the figures 
86” be deleted. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 13 before 
suh-olause (7), the following be inserted namely: — 

I ( a l) the words ‘as regards his immediate ‘landlord’ be omitted, 
r as put. and lost. * 

f lhe motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas that clause 13 (2) be omitted 
as> by leave of the House withdiawu. 
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The motion that clause 13 (2) be substituted £S follows, namely— 
in sub-clause (2) the figures “86” be deleted,, 
was put and agreed to. - 

The motion that clause 13, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

Maharaja SASH I KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY: Sir, 1 
beg to move that clause 14 be deleted. 

Sir, this clause says that section 48H of the Bengal Tenancy Act ii 
hereby repealed. Section 48H gives a raiyat the power to take 
calami from an under-raiyat for a lease of a period over 12 years. Now 
Sir, by a deletion of this section he will still have the power to take 
a salami for a lease over 12 years and at the same time he will be creat- 
ing a protected interest against the landlord. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I formally 
oppose this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Then the motion that clause 14 stands part of the Bill was put ami 
agreed to. 

Clause 15. 


The motion that clause 15 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Clause 1€. 


The motion that clause 16 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 

to. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to submit that No. 1613 
by which I want to delete section 66 of the Act is certainly within the 
ecoi>e of this Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall take up these new matters last of all. 
Clause 17. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first portion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas’ amend- 
ment No. 1616 which runs as follows: — 

That clause 17 of the Bill be substituted by the following: — 

“In section 67 of the said Act for the words ‘at the rate of twelve 
and half’ the words ‘the rate of which shall not exceed i® 
any case six per centum/ be substituted ” 

is in order on the simple ground because it mentions the rate of interest 
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Baba NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, may I be permitted to say 
something with refeifence ter my amendment No. 1627 which refers to 
sub-section ( 1 ) of sec&tti 68 

w V „ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, you want that instead of interest at 12J 
per cent, the court shall award damages. So your proposal is with 
reference to damages; but as section 68 does not provide that damages 
should be awarded in place of interest, I do not think it can come in. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I may point 

out that section 68 is not touched at all and Mr. Sen’s amendment is 
to that section. 1 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen wants to make a change in the practice 
of courts according to which a plaintiff will have the right to get' 
damages instead of interest. 

Baku NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, if you read section 68 you 
will see that it touches the question of interest. With your permission. 
Sir, I may read the section 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it does touch because of the variation in the 
section 67. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Section 68 is in lieu of section 67 
in some cases, because courts are entitled to award damages in lieu 
of interests, so I submit my amendment is in order. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In any case it cannot come within section 67. 


The Hovt’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Section 67 only 
refers to the right of the landlord to get interest at a particular rate; 
tit may be amicably paid, it may be through the court. I think section 
08 only refers to proceedings before a court. That is the fundamental 
distinction between the two. 


Bahu NACENDRA NATH SEN: But whereas section 67 allows a# 
remission of interest, bv section 68 that is taken away. 


The Han’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I explain 

fhe position, Sir*? It was purely by inadvertence that section 68 was 
n °t included in the Bill. Government proposes to introduce a short 
pending Bill as early as possible to remove this anomaly by reducing 
the damages proportionately. 
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Mf. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U*! Mail enquire of the Revenue 
Minister whether he contemplates to brinfr'forwatfd another Bill, only 
for the rectification of the mistakes, pnomalies and defects which may 
be discovered in this Bill? 

The HOti’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If there are 

anomalies, I think Mr. Bose and myself should get the credit or blam° 
equally for that. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: 1 believe there is no disagreement 
amongst the different sections of this House that the burden of interests 
on arrears of rent should fall as lightly as possible on the tenant. The 
Tenancy Act provides that the rate should be 12^ per cent. This Bill 
provides that that rate should be reduced to 6£ per cent. So far 
as the rate of interest goes it does not appear to be an unreason- 
able rate. But I desire to draw the attention of Government and of 
this House to the fact that if the landlord who has to pay) Revenue 
to Government and who has to pay several kinds of cesses, viz., road 
cess, public works cess, education cess, etc., to Government on his 
own* behalf, and in many cases on behalf of the tenant who defaults, 
he Jbas to pay under the \A<‘1s now in forde interest after Idefault at 
the rate of 1.2£ per cent, per year. If Government will be pleased 
to announce that they will bring an amending Bill reducing the rate 
of interest payable by landlords to Government from 12£ per cent, tc 
f,J. per cent.., then there will, I believe, be a unanimous acceptance oi 
this provision regarding reduction of interest, brought forward in 
this Bill, on behalf of all sections of this House. The landlord baa 
to collect from his tenants in order to pay revenue to Government. 
Though the tenant may be in arrear and may not pay, the landlord 
has to pay to Government, and if he is in arrear he has to pay interest 
to Government at the higher rate of 12£ per cent. Where is that 
difference between the higher rate and the lower rate to come from? 
If the tenants desire that a certain thing should be done to them, they 
should agree that the same kind of justice should be meted out to the 
landlord. I therefore submit that so long as the several Acts which 
provide for payment by the landlord to Government of interest at the 
rate of 12£ per cent, continue, the rate that the landlord will be entitled 
to charge from his tenants should be the same. The landlord is not 
making a profit. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
my support to the amendment moved by Mr. Manmatha Nath R°y» 
limiting the rate of interest to 5 per cent. Sir, I have tried with ail 
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my lhig&t to find out sonjfe- reason behind the supjjort which was 
nceofded*to the Government proposal of a 6] per cent, interest, by my 
hon’ble friend Mr. Bari. He is not before me now, so that it makes 
it difficult for me to reply in detail to the speech he made here last 
evening. The language in which it was couched, the sentiments and 
reasons which inspired it were such as could ordinarily have been 
treated with indifference. But he took upon himself to cast flings and 
aspersions upon the Congress Party in this House which according to* 
him went to the same lobby with Maharajas and Kumars on this ques- 
tion of improving the status of tenants and under-raiyats the other day. 
^ow, Sir, some people in this House are not like ordinary politicians, 
who are twitted with having no conscience at all. With them I find 
that they are rejoining in a multiplicity of consciences. One conscience 
leads them to refuse the payment of any interest at all, whatever may 
he the percentage or whatever the rate. They proclaim that their* 
conscience dictates them not to agree to the payment of any interest 
at all, however small it may be. At the same time there is another 
conscience which pulls them towards the Government proposal 
of a B}- per cent, interest, and these two consciences which are appa- 
rently hostile, which are apparently conflicting with each other, do not 
seem to trouble or worry them at all, because out of these tw*o 
consciences there apparently emerges another conscience which induces 
them to oppose the amendment which tries to fix the rate of interest 
at 5 per cent, because, forsooth, it proceeds from a particular quarter, 
namely, the Congress Party! My esteemed friend Mr. Bari has twitted 
as with having— (A voice: He is absent.) — I see that he is absent but 
let me address my observations to those who stand behind him and 
support the Government proposal of 6} per cent. Now, Sir, Mr. Bari 
has said that by a process of gradual evolution, they will arrive at a 
time when all interest would be abolished so tar as the Bengal Tenancy 
Act is concerned. He said that Rome was not built in a day, that this 
building, too, was not built-in a day and that they have but started 
making a noble attempt at abolishing all interest altogether by accept- 
ing the Government proposal of a 6} per cent, interest to-day. 
Mr. Bari has said that they have made a beginning in the 
matter of conceding privileges and rights to the tenants of Bengal, and 
Ihey have so far proceeded in their attempt that they will accept the 
Government proposal to-day, and by slow and gradual process they will 
anive at that stage when they will concede full rights and full pri* 
Gleges to the under-raiyats, although there are people who desire to 
meet at once the entire demand of the under-tenants, but the improve- 
ment of the tillers of the soil, Sir, is apparently beyond the scope of 
the Bill. I find that some members of the Coalition Party have tabled 
amendments to the effect that the rate of interest he reduced from 6£ 
per cent, to 2J per cent. Amendment No. 62T tabled by Mr. Hafizuddin 
aowdhury is to the effect that 2£ per cent, be substituted in place of 
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per cent., and amendment No. 628 by Khan Sahib Hamiduddii 
Ahmad is to the effect that 3 per cent, should be substituted in plac< 
of 6£ per cent. But, unfortunately, Sir, those hon’ble members con 
sidered discretion to be the better part of valour and have accepte< 
other amendments on the floor of the House. (A voice: They wen 
not moved.) And that is much worse still. Therefore, Sir, I thin! 
that the only amendment which is now before the House and which i 
worthy of support so far as the rate of interest is concerned for th< 
purpose of giving relief — some appreciable relief — to the poor tenants 
is the amendment of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, which tries to fix 5 pe 
cent, as against 6J per cent, proposed bv Government. No reasoni 
whatsoever can be put forward for the position which Mr. Bari and hi 
friends have taken in the House. He has twitted us with marching 
into the same lobby with the Maharaja of My men singh and Kuma 
Shib Shekhareswar Roy; he has said that there is an unholy combi 
nation between the Congress and those rep csentatives of zamindars 
It is strange that members of the Coalition Party have at least oi 
two occasions joined forces with this unholy combination. On th< 
contrary, Sir, the Coalition Party itself is a combination of unhob 
interests. It is a standing monument of an unholy combination, b 
is a curious amalgamation of aristocrats and plutocrats, of bureaucrat < 
and democrats — all rolled into one party, and this Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Bill is itself a product of this unholy combination. If 
Sir, we have walked into the same lobby on a single occasion witl 
Kumars and Maharajas in this House, the Coalition Party have marcher 
into the same lobby with Zamindars and Maharajas and Nawabs time 
after time, and day after day, trampling and crushing under theii 
heels in their triumphant march, the rights and privileges of the tenants 
of Bengal. (“Question, question ,, from the Coalition Group.) Thai 
is the position which we have witnessed several times. The Coalition 
Tarty itself is a combination of the interests, as I have said, of tenants 
and zamindars, banded together in an unholy combination, which is 
i effected in a pre-eminent degree in the composition of the Cabinet 
itself. Sir, I do not wish to take up much of your time. What I can 
claim is that those who profess to defend the interests of tenants in this 
House, will again follow us to the same lobby in support of 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy’s amendment, because on two other occasions 
some of my esteemed friends on the Coalition side had the courage of 
their conviction to stand up in defence of the interests of the tenants 
and to walk to the same lobby with us. I hope, Sir, that on this occa- 
sion too such a spectacle iwill not be denied to this House and there 
will be found courageous members among the Coalition Group who will 
do the same as they did to their credit on the last occasion. 


Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Sir, Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, while 
opposing the Government amendment for reducing the rate of interest 
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from 12 per cent, to 6| per cent., has referred to the sunset law and 
the difficulty of the zamindar. It is not, Sir, for the first time that 
the sunset law has been referred to. I have heard this plea taken up 
many a time whenever any attempt has been made to give some relief 
to the tenants and to do some justice to them. This sunset law has 
been referred to and the difficulties of the zamindars have been spoken 
of times without number. The zamindars, so far as I can understand 
them, are merely agents for collecting rents from the tenants and 
giving it to the Government. That is their duty, and for this duty 
they are allowed some profit by way of remuneration for the trouble 
they take in realizing rents and giving them to Government. The 
entire zamindar.v system, Sir, and particularly the Permanent Settle- 
ment, was introduced only to assure realization of revenue from the 
tenants for Government. Now, Sir, if the zamindars be alert and 
dutiful and very much careful of their duties and if they take some 
interest in their tenants, I do not see that there should be any 
occasion foi zamindars to be unable to pay revenue at the right time. 
But, Sir, if you take it for argument’s sake that the zamindars have 
for a long time been accustomed to a negligent and lethargic life, they 
may find some difficulty in paying up their revenue at the right time 
and giving relief to the tenants at the same time. My submission is 
this that if they be not careful then in place of one zamindar another 
might come, and he will perform that duty of rent-collection. Now, 
Sir, popular opinion in this country is for abolishing the zamindary 
system. If, however, it is found that no one can perform this duty, 
Government would take upon themselves the performance of this duty. 
The question of sunset law and other difficulties does not arise. The 
real question is whether the tenants are entitled to get some relief 
or not. 

Now, Sir, I come to the question of the rate of interest being fixed 
at 5 per cent. My friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil of the Opposition 
has spoken a few words in reference to the Coalition Party. Need I 
1’emind him that the Government means the party behind it, and need 
f remind him that the Ministers are merely the representatives and 
leaders of the party behind them, and whatever they speak on the 
floor of the House are supposed and presumed to have the sanction 
iho parly behind them. And when the Hon’ble Minister has moved 
on amendment proposing to reduce the rate of interest to (>J per cent., 
must he presumed that that rate has been decided upon by the party 
behind it, and that this amendment has the sanction of the party 
behind him. And it is only for this reason that I support 6J per 
cent, in place of 5 per cent, proposed by Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 
Then, again, Sir, even if the Hon’ble Minister had put in an amend- 
ment reducing the rate of interest from 12 to 1 per cent., I have no 
ouht that our Congress friends in their anxiety to get public 
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applause would have made an attempt to reduce the rate to \ per cent 
'Sir, the real purpose of my Congress friends behind these proposal! 
for reducing the rate of interest is not to give the poor cultivators anj 
relief, but it is simply Ihe outcome of a desire to have plaudits fron 
the public at large at the cost of the Coalition Party. Mr. Santos! 
Kumar Basu, referring to this party, has said that this party is 
composed of an unholy combination of landlords and tenants. In this 
respect while giving my reply to him I am constrained to make certaii 
remarks which may not be pleasant to my Congress friends here. Thej 
will bear me out when I say that the Congress Party, with a fe^ 
negligible exceptions, is composed of caste Hindu representatives. 

Now, Sir, we have noticed with great pleasure and with a greal 
sense of pride that landlords, knights, Nawabs, etc., of this group havt 
not spoken a single word eiiher here or outside against the decision oj 
their own party in regard to the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. But it seems pitiable that whatever may be the party ticket ol 
some of the gentlemen, who have stood up here to speak against thit 
amendment, they all belong to the caste Hindu group whom oui 
“Congress friends do represent and they have not even hesitated tc 
<call our group the expropriating group. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU! May I rise on a point of order, 
Bir? Is there any caste Hindu group in this House? 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Yes. Mr. Basu has referred to the 
unholy combination alleged to be existing in the Coalition Party. 
He has further said that members of this party follow the heels 
of the knights, Nawabs, Maharajas, etc., simply to crush the tenants, 
but, Sir, these landlords are not like those who speak against this Bill 
on the floor of this House. There is a good deal of difference between 
-caste Hindu landlords and Muhammadan landlords like the Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca for instance. (Ironical cheers from Congress 
benches.) Ever since the beginning of British rule in India, under 
the protection of the British bayonet, it is the caste Hindus who have 
Been exploiting the Muhammadan masses. Sir, doing injury to the 
poor cultivators means doing injury to the country as a whole — a 
point which my Congress friends are very apt to forget. I do not 
deny that there are many amongst our friends in the Opposition who 
really feel for the poor tenants. I recognize that. But will our 
friends opposite deny that the leaders of the Congress Party are no 
less zamindars in spite of their professions that they are always 
anxious to improve the lot of the tenantry of this province? It is only, 
for the purpose of playing to the gallery, Sir, I submit, that they 
have brought forward this proposal to fix the rate of interest 
£ per cent. 
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I have the greatest regard for the Indian National Congress— that 
great political organization, hut I have no confidence whatever in the 
Bengal Congress, particularly its politics. It is controlled by caste 
Hindu leaders, landlords, big barristers (Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy : 
Why not join them?), who have nothing to do with the interests of 
the tenants. However much they talk of nationalism, in our experience 
we find that they are communalists of the worst type. They talk of 
nationalism but they are communalists of the worst type. 

Then Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu referred to the conscience of this 
side of the House in connection with the speech delivered by Mr. Abdul 
Bari yesterday. T did not hear his speech, but 1 found from the papers 
that he said he was against any interest. I say it iB quite true, 
because as Musalmuns we are against the taking of any interest and 
if this province were entirely peopled by Musalmans like Arabia we 
are perfectly sure we would have abolished this interest. According 
to the injunctions of the “Koran ” interest is harmn, and it haB been 
abolished for all time to come in the Moslem country, but our 
friends on the other side have been receiving interest for a long time 
and it is on this ground that we are yielding and retaining the system 
of paying interest. We do not want to take away the privilege which 
they enjoyed so long because we, the Musalmans, are not inclined to 
do injustice to any party. We want to do justice. (A voice: What 
about the Kabulis? Are they not Musalmans? Do they not take 
interest?) We have got regard for the sentiments and feelings of 
other people, so instead of completely abolishing the system of taking 
interest we proper*” to reduce it only. Our conscience is very clear. 

With these woids I support the Government amendment for reduc- 
tion of interest to Gj per cent. The other party’s proposal to reduce 
Hip rate of interest to 5 per cent, or 4 per cent, has been brought in 
merely to discredit the Ministry and get a cheap applause. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I would not have intervened in 
this very technical debate but the Hon’ble Member from the side oppo- 
site has given me a chance. I know very little about the intricacies 
| this Tenancy Bill, but I find that a majority of the members of this 
I a ugust assembly know just as much as I do. To build up your case 
for nationalism on per cent, and take shelter behind this small and 
lu «ignficant percentage looks rather cheap and his method, of preaching 
homilies on nationalism to people who claim to he as big or as small 
nationalists as the Hon’ble Member considers himself to be, is not a 
Ver y happy one. ^here is an Urdu couplet — 

Ham agar baithen to kahil kahlain, 

Shaikh baithey to tawakkul thairey”. 
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whidh when translated means: — 

“If we sit (doing 1 nothing) we are dubbed lazy, 

(But) if the Shaikh sits — it becomes dependence on Providence.’' 

If the Hon’ble Minister had put the interest to be at 5 per cent, 
the Hon’ble Member would, as the champion of .everything nationalist 
or as the monopolist in the protec tion of the rights of the tenants, oome 
forward with an amendment to reduce it to something like 4-7/8 pei 
cent. This is not an approved method of getting notoriety either for 
a person or for a party. I have been listening to the speeches on 
this Bill and I think that it lias been discussed threadbare more or 
less as a family affair. Each section of the House has contributed 
its mite to improve it but to call the Coalition Group by names the 
Hon’ble Member has given to it, is a thing which would recoil on 
himself and his party. I do not know how to define or distinguish a 
zamindar, but a zamindar is perhaps as good or as bad as a big lawyer 
and, therefore, I would characterise both, if called upon to do so, as 
blood-suckers of the poor tenants, but I shall not go so far. I will, 
however, ask the hon’ble member to look round himself and sa\ 
if he can see even with a magnifier a real bit of a zamindar in his 
own camp. I am sure he will agree with me that calling the Coalition 
Party, which represents almost every section of Bengal’s society and 
which claims to speak more rightfully in the name of Bengal than 
the party to which he belongs, and unholy alliance of Rajas, Nawabs 
and Zamindars, is not correct. His party is trying to seek the 
assistance of men and groups who represent nobody but who claim 
to represent certain views which do not exist. To hang nationalism 
on the tottering and shaky peg of 1± per cent., a peg which is likely 
to come off the wall at the slightest touch, does not show much 
statesmanship, much less does it show any trace of an attempt to win 
over people to his wav of thinking. I w r as expecting that the hon’blc 
member would try and explain to us whether, the interesting point 
raised by the hon’ble member who spoke on behalf of the non- 
Congress nationalist group, namely, the reduction from 12 J per cent, 
to 6} per cent., would in any way affect the other Acts obtaining i n 
the province and whether the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
would bring in an amending Bill and put the various percentages of 
interest laid down in them, into line with his 6^- per cent. Instead 
of discussing this important point, a violent and passionate attack h as 
been made which does no credit to him. I am sure when he goes back 
home he will realise that there are people present in this House an 
on this side of it who do not yield to anybody in their efforts to serve, 
in their own humble way, the interests of Bengal and the interest 
of its tenants. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: At the outset I 
may assure my esteemed friend Mr. J. N. Basu that at the earliest 
opportunity Government propose to introduce a short amending Bill 
to bring the rate of interest in other Acts in line with the interest of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Government do not want to be generous to one 
community without being just to others, that is why they have put 
the interest at 6£ per cent, which means a reduction of exactly 50 
per cent., viz., from 121 per cent, to per cent. This rate of interest 
has been fixed with reference to the market rate. In doing so Govern- 
ment had always in view the difficulties of the landlords in meeting 
their revenue demands. The landlords do find it difficult to raise money 
on mufassal property at a rate of interest lower than GJ per cent, even 
in the present market, and that is why Government thought GJ per cent, 
to be a very just and reasonable figure : to go below 6| per cent, would 
not be just. 

My friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu had a fling at the Bengal 
Cabinet and described it as an unholy combination — as a combination 
of bureaucrats and aristocrats. First of all I would venture to submit 
that none of us do claim ourselves to be aristocrats. Mr. Basu’s remarks 
reminds me of a saying that the bureaucrats consist of functionaries 
while the demociats are only idolaters. My friends opposite who pro- 
fess to be democrats are nothing but idolaters. In the Bengal 
Cabinet if we are bureaucrats, we are certainly functionaries and 
we function in the interest of the people. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May we know which is the idol 
of democrats? 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May we know since when the 
Hon’ble Minister has learnt to cast fling at idolatry? Perhaps since 
his appointment in the new Ministry. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu said that the Coalition Party has a double conscience 
and it finds it difficult to reconcile the double conscience in supporting 
the Government amendment and opposing the amendment moved by 
my friend opposite. I may assure him that the Coalition Party has 
got one conscience which is very clean and if has gof nothing in view 
but the interest of the cultivators (hear, hear from the Coalition 
group). This Bill which has been introduced with the sole object of 
benefiting the tenants of Bengal is an unmistakable sign and proof of 
fheir ideas and ideals 

. f * V % 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: But no provision has been made 
regarding under-raiyat*. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We are not for 

cheap popularity as my friends over there are, but we are for solid 
work and service. I am sure when the tumult and bustle of the 
present controversy will Be over, the public in Bengal will recognise 
the services that this Cabinet and the supporters of this Cabinet have 
at least attempted to render to the teeming millions of the Province. 
(Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose : Have you done anything for the under- 
raiyats?) The Leader of the Opposition asks me what have we done 
for the under-raivats. Sir, I have told him over and over again that 
here is a Bill which is not a comprehensive measure for amending the 
whole Bengal Tenancy Act, but for bringing a change in the whole 
land tenure system of Bengal. This Bill aims at removing some of 
the pressing grievances of the tenants. Can my friends deny that 
my Bill will serve this purpose? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The name of the idol has nfot 
come out yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are 3 amendments before the House. The 
first amendment is No. 611 which wants deletion of clause 17 moved 
by Kumar Shib Shekliareswar Roy, the second is No. 629 moved by 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy which wants the interest to be reduced to 
5 per cent, and the third is No. 632 moved by Mr. Chippendale which 
seeks to increase the rate of interest to 9 per cent. 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY to move that clause 17 be 
omitted. 

The motion of Kumar Shib Shekliareswar Roy was put and lost. 


Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE to move that in clause 17 in line 2 
for the words “six and a quarter’’ the word “nine” be substituted. 

The motion of Mr. Chippendale was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that in clause 17, in 
line 2, for the words “six and a quarter” the word “five” be substituted 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


Abdul Jabbar Patwan, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Majid, Maulvl. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvl. 

Abu Hosaaln tarkar, Maulvl. 
Abul Fatal, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yad. 

Ail mud din Ahmad, Mr. 

Bamrji, Mr. P. 

Bantrjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Slbnath. 


Bauarji, Mr. Satya Prlya. 
Bannarjta, Mr. Manoranjan. 
Battf, Mr. lanteih Kumar. 
Bbawmik, Dr. Qobinda Chandra. 
Biawai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Blawai, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 
Chattopadhyvy, Baba Hartpadi. 
Obaudburi, Rai Harandra Nath. 
Dai, Babu Mabim 'Chandra. 
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Dm, Baku Radhanath. 

Dm Rupta, Bail Khagendra Nath. 
DM Rupta, Mr. Nareadra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. DMnadra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Hariadra. 

Datta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Datta Rapta, MIm Mira. 

Eaidadal Haque, Kazi. 

Failur Rahman Maktaar, Mr. 
RhaM, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Romeo, Mr. 8. A. 

Aaaaraml, Mr. Talai Chandra. 

HaMa All Ohawdhary, Mr. 8yad. 
Nimatiinfka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Idria Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Jonah Ali Majamdar, Mauivi. 

Khan, Mr. Dahandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kunda, Mr. Nilhitha Nath. 

Mafti, Mr. Nikanja Bahari. 

Maltra, Mr. Sarandra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 
Mazamdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 


Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Manirazzaman lilamabadi, Maalana Md. 
Maqhal Hoaain, Mr. 

Maaad Aii Khan Panni, Mauivi. 

Makarji, Mr. Dhirtndra Narafim. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Dr. H. C. 

Makharjl, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Sri jut Ashutoih. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Proiana. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kithori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

8anyal, Dr. Nalinakeha. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

8hahedali, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

8inha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
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Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Haflz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Mkmid 8hah, Mauivi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswai, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yod. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raaehid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raahoad, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan 8ahib Mauivi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. 8hah. 

Abdue 8hahood, Mauivi Md. 

Abul Haehim, Mauivi. 

Abul Quaeem, Mauivi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sathi Kanta of 
Muktagacha, Mymoniingh. 

AHab Hoealn mrdar, Mauivi. 

Ahmod Ali Mritfha, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Hotain, Mr. 

AHazudditt Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminuilah, Mauivi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

AMirafaU, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hosaafn Khan, Mauivi. 

Aihar Ali, Mauivi. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit, 

Barmaa, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Barman, ^ Babu Upendra Nath. 

Baiu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Bieuiae, Babu Lakebml Narayan* > 


I Brasher, Mr. F. C. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. w. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Qammeter, Mr. E. 0. 

| Giasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Habibuilah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., ot 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Chowdhury, Mauivi. 

Hasanuzzaman, Mauivi Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Haslna Murshed, Mrs. 

Hatemally damadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Jalaludodin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, 
dasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan dah Syed. 
Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Choudhury, Mauivi. 

Maguire, Mr. L.. T. 

Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Cband. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Kb«n Bahadur. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
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4Uair«Mla Akhiri, MbuIvI. 

MUm-RobtrtMn Mr. 0. E. L. 

Mofcammti All, Khan Bahadur. 

M«bsiu All, Mr. Mtf. 

MtsteM All Mollah, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Afzaf, Khan 8abib Mauivi 8ytd. 
Muhammad lahaqut, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Itrail, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Slddiqua, Or. 8ytd. 

Mulllck, the Han’blt Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mitttek, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Muaharruft Hoaaaln, tha Hon’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muatagaawal Haqua, Mr. 8yad. 

Muatufa All Dawan Sahib, Mr. 

Handy, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Sria Chandra, of 
Kaaimbazar. 

HaaaraHah, Nawabzada K. 

Naaahar All, tha Hon'bla Mauivi 8yad. 

Haiimuddin, tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Jtahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 


[24th SETT., 

Raikat, tha Hon’bla Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Rajibuddin Taraldar, Maulvl. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, ha Hon’bla Sir Bijoy Praatd Sinfh, Kt 
Roy, Ral Bahadur Kahirod Chandra. 

8adaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmad, Hajl. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, tha Hon’bla Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Saaioon, Mr. R. M. 

Ban, Ral Banaour Joiaah Chandra. 

Sarajul lalam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamiuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

8ingha, Babu Kahatra Nath. 

8frdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

8tevan, Mr. d. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Total Ahmad Choudhury, Mauivi Hajl. 

Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 

Wait, Mr*. Elian. 


(Before announcing the division Mr. Speaker observed as follows : ) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I announce the division, may I draw the 
attention of the Leader of the House to a most unseemly conduct which 
happened while the division was going on and I trust the Leader of 
the House will take necessary steps in the matter so that there will 
be no lepetition of an incident of t his character requiring my inter- 
vention. At the time when the division was going on I found a 
gentleman being dragged into the division lobby. There is a limit 
to such a thing. In spite of the fact that I drew repeated attention 
of the gentleman that he should not do it and in spite of my sending 
the Secretary to him and in spite of my telling him that his vote will 
be expunged if he is taken in that manner, he continued to do so, in 
■such a glaring manner that at a normal sitting of the House I would 
have asked the gentleman to withdraw. This is a flagrant breach of 
the authority which cannot possibly be tolerated and it will be impos- 
sible to carry on if things go on in this manner. 1 draw the atten- 
tion of the Leader of the House in the hope that there will be no 
repetition of this incident and J have expunged the vote of the 
gentleman who w T as forcibly taken iuto the division lobby. 

The Ayes being 69 and the Noes 116, the motion was lost. 


Clause 17. 

The motion that clause 17 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, will it be inconvenient if I do not t»ke 
up clauses 18 and 20 now? 

The Hon’bla 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir, it will 
be most convenient if you will kindly adjourn 18 and 20. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I myself do not want to take up clause 19 to-day 
because I find a notice for amendment has been given by tbe 
Minister-in-charge and I am not particularly certain as yet .as to 
whether the amendment is in order. In view of the fact that I* will 
have to consider that T will take up clause 21 to-day and take tfi a 
other three later on. 

' /'i. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: On a point of information, Sir. -* The 
Hon ble the Revenue Minister has given a short-notice amendment. 
Will you permit us to give amendment to that amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Certainly, if necessary. 


Clause 21. 

Mr, NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
21, proposed section 85B, be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 1059 and 10GO are beyond the 
scope of the Bill. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, may I submit that recovery 
of arrears of rent with respect to fishery is governed by the provisions 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, your explanation touches the definition 
and I cannot allow the definition to be touched. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
point out one matter before you formally put the amendments before 
the House. What I suggest is practically a drafting amendment. 

I propose that the words “and under-raiyats” in line 3 and the 
words “the prescribed and” in the Gth line and the words “and under- 
raiyats” in the penultimate line should go out from sub-clause (2) of 
clause 21. 

Sir, “prescribed fee” here need not be used. We do not think it 
necessary for a tenure-holder to give notice to all the under-raijats 
when he wants to surrender his tenure. It will do if he simply gives 
notice to the raiyats, otheiwise it would be very difficult to do it in 
practice. 

^ " Abopit the “prescribed fefe,” it means the court-fee. I do not think 
it is necessary To mention it. The usual fee wilLbe paid and on the 
san^e ground I suggest the deletion of the words “under-raiyats. 

55 
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Short-Notice Amendments. 

■\J7ith your permission, Sir, J beg to move the three following 
^hort-notice amendments : — 

’ . I beg to move that the words “and under-raiyats’ ’ in line 3 of sub 
clause (2) of clause 21 be deleted. 

I beg to move that the words “the prescribed fee and” in line 6 ii 
the same sub-clause be omitted. 

IJbeg also to move that the words “and under-raiyats” in th< 
penultimate line of sub-clause (2) be deleted. 


Section 22. 

Mr. NIS1THA NATH KUNDll: Sir, I want to move my amend 
ment No. 1553 in which I want to substitute certain words in sectior 
80. Section 86 provides for the surrender and abandonment oi 
holdings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid as you want to make a change ir 
section 22, your amendment is beyond the scope of this Bill. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn : — 

“That in clause 21, proposed section 85B be omitted.’’ 

The three short-notice amendments of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy were put and agreed to. 

Clause 21. 

The motion that clause 21, as amended in the Assembly, stand 
part of the Bill, was put and agreed to. 


Clause 22. 

n. 

The motion that clause 22 stands part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was, then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
25th September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday 
the 25th September, 1937, at 10-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’lble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztjl Haque, €.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 198 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Scheme for a suitable outfall from the Garden Reach Municipal area to 
the river Hooghly. 

*282. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware — 

( i ) that there was flooding in the area under the Belpukur Union 

Board within Mohestala thana, 24-Parganas; 

(it) that the Garden Reach Municipality discharges its drain in the 
Union Board area; 

(in) that there is no continuous drain of the municipality for dis- 
charging their sullage water from their slaughter house ; 

(iv) that the sullage water of the municipality is discharged in the 
rural area; 

(v) that there is a scheme of a suitable outfall from the Garden 

Reach Municipal area to the river Hooghly; and 

(vi) that the municipality is not taking it up? 

( b ) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose taking action in the 
matter ? / 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 

All): ( a )(i) The area flooded is within the Metiabruz police-station 
and not in Mohestala thana. 

(ii) No. 
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(tit) Sullage from the slaughter house is not discharged intd a 
drain but is collected in a cess pit whidh is daily cleaned. 

(iv) No; the sullage water is collected in cess pits attached to 
privies and removed by sullage carts to the municipal trenching 
grounds, 

( v ) and (vi) Yes ; a scheme is at present under the consideration 
of the municipal commissioners. 

\b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : With reference to 
answers (r) and (vi), is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that 
the financial condition of the Garden Reach Municipality will not 
permit it at present to take up any scheme whatsoever as suggested by 
the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : I am not awiyre. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the municipality has not yet been able to clear 
up the dues of the Calcutta Corporation on account of financial 
stringency? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I require notice. 


Excise vendors in Bakarganj. 

•283. Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of all the excise vendors to whom licences have been 
granted or renewed, as the case may be, in 1937, in the 
district of Bakarganj for selling — 

(1) ganja , 

(2) opium, 

(3) bhang, and 

(4) wine; and 

(ii) the number of exoise vendors appointed by the Distriot Magis- 
trate of Bakarganj during the current year with the number 
of (1) caste Hindus, (2) scheduled castes, and (8) Mussal- 

xnans P 
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\b) I^the number of suA vendors from tke scheduled castes is nil, 
or very snlfell in comparison with other castes, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting sufficient number of licenoes tcv 
the scheduled castes applicants in future? 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (a) A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 

(b) There is no objection to licences being granted to men of Ghe 
scheduled castes and there has been no discrimination against them in 
the past. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether so long the policy adopted by Government has been to 
give preference to educated bhadmlofjx in granting licenses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it a fact that there has been 
an increase in the number of excise shops in 1936? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I require notice. 

Prosecutions in tho court of Subdi visional Officer of Bongaon, Jessore, 
under section 290, Indian Penal Code. 

•284. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, year by year, since 1934 — 

(i) how many prosecutions there were in the court of the Sub- 

divisional Officer of Bongaon in the district of Jessore, under 
section 290, Indian Penal Code, for clearing and cutting 
jungles ; 

( ii ) at whose initiative were those prosecutions started; 

(in) how many cases ended in imposition of fines ; 

(iv) what is the total amount of such fine ; 

(v) how many prosecutions were started under the Tobacco Act 

in the said court ; * # 

(vi) in how many of those cases fines were imposed ; and 

(viz) what is the total amount of such fines? 
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MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(t) and (in) to (vii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(u) Sanitary Inspectors, Circle Officers, and Presidents* of Unioi 
Boards, who were moved in all cases by villagers. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (i) and (in) to (vii) of starred 
question No.284 . 



1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937 up to 
August. 

(i) 

1 

Nil 

21 

56 

(Hi) 

1 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

(*») 

. . Rs. 40 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(») 

Nil 

Nil 

66 

7 

(vi) 

Nil 

Nil 

58 

7 

(vii) 

. . Nil 

Nil 

Rs. 233 

Rs. 17 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Rivers Titash and Howra in Tippera. 

273. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communication and Works (Irrigation) Department aware 
of the fact that owing to the silting up of the river Titash from 
Akhaura to Ujanishar and of the river Howra from Mogra to Akhaura 
in the district of Tippera, there has been an obstruction to free passage 
of water resulting in floods almost every year? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to make an 
immediate inquiry into the matter through an expert and devise ways 
and means for dredging the same rivers where necessary? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy p of 
Kasimbazar): (d) Yes. * 

( b ) As regard^ the Titash, the member is referred to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 23 asked by Mr. Dhirendra Nath 
Datta. An investigation has been ordered regarding the river Howra 
and the result is awaited. 
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Hr, DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the investigation was begun and when the 
result 1b expected to be received? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is difficult to give any idea when it will be completed but investi- 
gation, as has been stated in the reply, has already been ordered. 


Mor Reservoir project. 

274. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware that the embankment on the south-east bank of 
the river Mor, near the village Loghosa in the district of Birbhum, 
first broke through about 15 years ago and thereby damaged about 600 
acres of land making them absolutely useless by deposit of sand and 
that in spite of repeated petitions to authorities no permanent redress 
has been made? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of paying his immediate attention to 
this and make a suitable grant to save the situation? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) I have no information about this particular breach. 

( b ) The Mor Keservoir project is under the consideration of (Govern- 
ment; if it becomes practicable to give effect to this costly scheme, it 
will be possible to control the flood in the river. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Is there any other means 
to redress the grievances? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware of any at the moment. 


Opening of “Title course” classes in mufassal madrasahs. 

275. Maulana 8HAM8UL HU DA: (a) Will the Honble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the reason 
why there is no*permission for opening “Title Course” in mufassal 
other than Calcutta Madrasah? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment is contemplating sanctioning grant-in-aid for the old scheme 
madrasahs from the current year’s budget? 
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IUNI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT <th< 
Hon’M# Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hue) ■ ( a ) The “Title Course” classes 
attached |o Calcutta Madrasah are not yet full. Besides, there U 
no old type madrasah in the mufassal which can conduct the “Title” 
classes efficiently with the staff and financial resources at its disposal. 

( b ) Government have decided to give a building grant of Rs. T,00€ 
"to an old type senior madrasah during the current year. A monthly 
grant of Rs. 200 has been sanctioned for another old type senioi 
madrasah. 


Bomb in Deoli Detention Camp. 

276. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased tc 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a bomb was discovered in Camp No. 1 of the Deoli Deten- 
tion Camp some time ago; 

(ri) that 3 Intelligence Branch Inspectors were deputed from 
Calcutta to enquire into the matter; 

(Hi) that it transpired as a result of the enquiry that the convicts, 
employed as servants of the detenus, prepared the bomb and 
put it in camp ; and 

(iv) that the convicts made a confession to the said effect? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the steps that have been taken to punish 
the convicts and to prevent a recurrence of such incidents? 


MINI8TER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (b) The Deoli Detention Jail is 
under the administrative control of the Government of India; I am 
therefor© not in a position to reply to the questions asked by the 
hon’ble member, other than (a)(n). The answer to that question 
is that officers of the Bengal Intelligence Branch were deputed at the 
request of the Central authorities to make an investigation on their 
behalf. 

ATUL KRI8HNA GH08ES Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the result of the investigation by the Intelligence 
Branch men who had been deputed to enquire into the matter? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : As I have stated already 
in the answer, that i* a matter for the Government of India. All we 
did was to lend our officers for the purpose of investigation. 
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Wj# J^CjiNSMIA NATH SEN: Has any report beea received 
from the intelligence Branch men who were deputed from Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A copy of "the report 
has been received. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to lay on the table a oopy of the report received ? 

The Hon' We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I regret that is not 
possible, because it is a matter for the Government- of India. The 
Government of Bengal has only been informed of it. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to obtain the orders of the Government of India on that subject ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will consider that 
request. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the policy of the Provincial 
Government to take a report from their officers lent to the Central 
Government when they finish their business on deputation ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly not. 

Dacca Board of Secondary Education. 

277. Mr. S. A. SALIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number and names of the persons nominated as members of 
the Dacca Board of Secondary Education in the year 1936-37 ; 
and 

(it) the names and number of the persons nominated in the year 
1937-38? 

(b) Is it a fact that after the nomination previously gazetted two 
nominations were added without consulting the Vice-Chancellor and 
Commissioner of the Division? 

( c ) Is it a fact that previously nominations were made in consulta- 
tion with the Vice-Chancellor and the Commissioner of the Division P 

ft) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
inister be pleased to state the names of those two persons nominated 
fi fter the publication in the Gazette of the other names? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Government resolutions 

'giving* tie necessary information are placed on the Library table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes, but this is not required by any rules. 

(d) The member is referred to Notification No. 2799Edn., dated the 
24th August, 1937, appearing in the Calcutta Gazette of the -2nd 
September, 1937. 

Recruitment of Muslim Assistant and Sul^Assistant Surgeons from 

Rajshahi. 

278. Mfiulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether any Muslim Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons have been recruited from the district of Rajshahi? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of recruit- 
ing Muslim candidates of the district as such in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am afraid question 

(a) is too indefinite to admit of a definite reply, and so ( b ) and ( c ) do 
not arise. 

I majr, however, explain that recruitment to the medical services is 
not made on a territorial basis. 


Filling up of the posts of Auditors and Inspectors for Dinajpur from 
the indigenous inhabitants of the district. 

279. Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state what principle, if any, has been adopted 
# in distributing the appointments of auditors and inspectors in the 
different districts of the province? 

(b) How many appointments have been distributed to the district of 
Dinajpur? 

(c) Has the , District Magistrate been asked to nominate any 
scheduled class candidate from Dinajpur; if so, how many of them? 

( d ) Are all the nominees of the District Magistrate indigenous 
inhabitants of Dinajpur; if not, why nomination has been given to an 
outsider when there are qualified candidates who are indigenous inhabit- 
ants of the district? 
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(e) Do** the Government think it desirable to ask the District 
Magistrate to cancel the nomination of candidate or candidates' who are 
not indigenous inhabitants of the district and renominate indigenous 
inhabitant candidate or candidates instead ? 


MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) No appointments have yet been made. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) This is confidential and I regret this cannot be disclosed. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it the policy of Government 
to discriminate between the indigenous and non-indigenous inhabitants 
of the very same district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would 
rather leave that matter to the hon’ble member who put the question. 
This is not an appointment for the district of Dinajpore alone and 
therefore I am not in a position to say whether any discrimination will 
be made or not. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in the interest of efficiency of 
service it is not desirable to give some scope to the departmental head 
to discriminate between the recommendations given by ’District 
Magistrates ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I believe 
that is a matter of opinion. 


Maillvi ABUL HA8HIM: With reference to answer (a), is it the 
Government policy to confine local appointments and local nominations 
to the people of the locality? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I think in 
the first place that is so. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Has there been any distribution 
according to districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 
a re ady answered that it is not so. 



107$;; QUESTIONS. [25th $hpt., 

B4hu NAGENDRA* NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether certain percentages are reserved for Muham- 
madan, general Hindu and Scheduled caste candidates and, if so, why- 
the answer (c) is confidential? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would refer 
tiie hon’ble member to the answer given by me to a previous question 
wherein I have stated that the ratio will be fixed but that has not yet 
been done. 


Percentage of communal recruitment to posts of Inspectors and 
Auditors in the Co-operative Department- 

280. Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that nominations for 
appointments have been called for from the District Officers specifying 
the number of candidates to be nominated from the Muhammadans, 
General Hindus,' scheduled castes and all other minority communities? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place on the table a list showing, district 
by district, the number of candidates to be nominated from the 
Muhammadans, General Hindus, scheduled castes and all other minority 
communities. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) The 

hon’ble member is referred to the answer to starred question No. 8 and 
also to the answers to its supplementary questions given at this session 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly on the 2nd August, 193T. 

(b) This is confidential and I regret this cannot be disclosed. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Were all the applicants of each 
district granted interviews? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for 

notice. 

Report of Proceedings of House published in “Amrita Bazar Patrika.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of privilege? 

I have to draw your attention to the report of the proceedings of the 
House published in tjie Amrita Bazar Patrika this morning. In that 
report my speech in connection with the supplementary budget has been , 
grossly mutilated, if not, I submit, a garbled report given ; whereas the 
re ply given by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has been published i® 
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full, so much so that the reporting of that speech has led to a ridiculous 
situation. For instance, reference has Ibeen made in that speech to a 
part of my speech which has not Ibeen reported in the paper. This is 
not a fair reporting of the proceedings as required under the rules. 

♦ May I draw your attention to May’s Parliamentary Practice where it is 
definitely stated that reporting of speeches, if any, — because reporting 
is not usually permitted in England without the distinct permission of 
the Speaker — if it is at all made, the same must be a true and fair report 
of the discussions on both sides of the House. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, Sir, a hearing 
ought to be given to the newspaper concerned before any decision is 
arrived at. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I enquire whether the Home 
Minister seeks to defend the paper because it is one of the newspapers 
which enjoys the special patronage of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I submit, Sir, that 
I refer to it because the Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s speech is 
concerned? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not aware as to who is in quarrel with the 
newspaper and who is in favour of it. In view of the fact th-at the 
question has been raised, I will examine it and if I find that a prima 
far ie case has been made out, I shall refer the matter to the Committee 
of Privilege. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be convenient to the House if 
I leave out the 5 sections relating to penalty, suspension, religious 
structure, diluvion and alluvion and division of tenancies, to be dealt 
with on Monday. The rest are more or less of a consequential nature 
and I hope the House will give me necessary co-operation to see that 
the other sections are finished to-day. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: We have not yet been able to examine 
the amendments to those sections and some of our amendments may 
^ntain printing mistakes and others which make them as not in order. 
In order to remove the discrepancies we want time to examine them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to have the opinion of the House 
ln this matter. 



1074 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[25th Sept,, 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I think the pro- 
cedure which has been adopted by you will be quite acceptable to 
Government. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: It will also be acceptable to* 
my group. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In the meantime, I hope you 
will permit us to bring in short-notice amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly, if they are admissible. Before I take 
up the other items I should like the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to 
come ready on Monday and satisfy me as to the admissibility of .hi's two 
short-notice amendments. One is the question of penalty. T& is a 
very important matter and I would request the Hon’ble Minister to 
come prepared so that there may not be any waste of time over it. In 
the previous Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1907, section 58(5), 
says that if a landlord or his agent without reasonable cause fails to 
deliver to the tenant a receipt or statement, or to prepare and retain 
a counterfoil or copy of a receipt or statement, as required by either 
of the said sections, such landlord or agent, as the case may be, shall 
be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, to be imposed, after 
summary inquiry, by the Collector. Now there was a ruling reported 
in 9 C.W.N., at page 81b, by which it was held that it was within the 
competency of a magistrate to take cognizance under section 58 ( 3 ). 
On that there was a certain amount of conflict of views as to whether 
both the civil and the criminal courts had jurisdiction. A Bill was 
introduced in 1907 both in the Eastern Bengal and Assam Council as 
well as in the Bengal Council with a view to clear up that point, and 
idle remedy suggested was the ‘ ‘criminal” remedy, but the matter went 
up to Select Committee and there it was changed entirely into a “civil” 
remedy. 

. The question, therefore, arising in this connection is this: I am not 
at all discussing now the powers of the House. This House is quite 
competent to create an offence. The only question with which I am 
concerned is whether you can do it by an amendment ; in other words 
the Bill, as proposed, provides a civil remedy — a remedy which is an 
actionable wrong. I think, by all means of procedure and substance, 
there is a good deal of distinction between procedure and substance and 
also there is a difference between the civil remedy and the criminal 
remedy. It is all the more important because some of the amendments 
show to what extent crime can be punished. Some members have even 
suggested whipping as a punishment, and I think it is open to the 
House to say how an offence is to be punished ; also you will remember 
that the right of franchise and the right of membership of this House 
depend to what extent the quantum of punishment is given in a criminal 
offence. Whether your amendment is not a change in substance and 
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whether all amendments which provide for a criminal penalty as an 
amendment to the Bill, are matters on which I would like to have a full 
discussion by you, Sir Bijoy. The other point is about the question 
with regard to clause 19, and that is about the suspension clause. The 
amendment of which you gave notice only yesterday and which I have 
had circulated to the House pending its admission is this, that, instead 
of the present section which provides suspension, you want all decrees 
passed after the 27th of August, 1937, to be void and all provisions of 
the Act relating to enhancement or reduction are to be suspended. I 
am not for the time being entering into the question as to whether 
from the drafting point of view you should not have been more specific, 
but the question is that, so far as your Bill is concerned, there is nothing 
in jt 'in the nature of a declaration of voiding a civil court decree — civil 
court, including the High Court. I think there are under the present 
Government of India Act, two sections, viz., sections 223 and 292, 
under which the High Court and the civil courts are to administer the 
existing laws till they are repealed. The question is whether by repeal- 
ing them you can give a retrospective character to the provisions of this 
Bill. In other words, there would be certain anomalies which you 
ought to consider. I am very sorry I had to explain these matters in 
so much detail, but I want you to get full information on these points 
and lay down before me on Monday next. Under section 29 it is open 
io a man by mutual arrangement with a tenant to get an enhancement 
up to a certain limit. Supposing a man does it on the 27th of August, 
1936. Supposing a man has gone to the civil court and a decree is 
passed in 1937, that will be declared void. Apart from that, there is 
another difficulty that this Act does not come into operation till the 
31st of March, 1938. On the 1st of April, 1938, the Act will be given 
effect to. Now, up till that time a civil court will be functioning 
under the present law. You want all orders to be declared void between 
to-day and the 31st of March, 1938. Now, the civil court passes a 
decree to-day and executes the decree within a month, then that is 
finished. The question is that under your law that will be absolutely 
x oid, and what remedy you are going to suggest? These are some of 
the things tvhich have struck me, and I must say that I have been 
worried for many an hour over these points. So, I would like you to 
be ready to elucidate these points on Monday next, and to be absolutely 
c irtain about the legal position. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; Thank you, Sir. 
I shall try to do my best to be ready with an answer to the points 
raised by you on Monday. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These are very important questions and I have 
dw^lt at length on this matter so that you might understand the full 
implications of your amendments. 
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Dr. NALIKAKSHA 8 ANY At: We would also like to know, Sir, 
on Monday if the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister means to apply this 
section to the Court of Wards and Kims Mahal estate*! 


Clause 25. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We will now take up clause 25. There is only 
one amendment, viz., No. 1361-1368. Is any member going to move 
it? 


Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: On a point of order, Sir. Wp are 
considering here in this amendment the same matter as in clause 32 — 
the whole of chapter XIIIA of the said Act. Would it not be better, 
Sir, if clause 32 were taken with this matter. 


Mr. SPEAKER: We will take that matter up immediately. The 
clauses of the Bill are so inter-dependent with each other that every- 
where you will find that one clause depends upon another. The proce- 
dure that I am following here is the one that is followed in Parliament 
where consequential changes are permitted to be made at the third 
reading stage. If we find that any particular section has not been 
repealed, the necessary changes and adjustments will be permitted to 
be made. 

Is anybody moving this amendment, viz., that clause 25 be deleted? 

(No member rose to move the amendment.) 

The question that clause 25 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 26. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, these are purely consequential amend- 
ments. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Have not Government 

any changes to propose, therefore? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Some consequential changes have 
surely to be proposed, but we are not having any yet from the Hon’bk 
the Revenue Minister. 

The question that clause 26 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Mr. SPiAKKfl: There is no amendment under clause 27 of the 
Bill, art I will put it forthwith. 

1%6'ijuestion that clause 27 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. . 


Clause 28. 

m 

tft, SPEAKER; Clause 28 refers to section 146A of the Act, which 
deals .with joint and several liability for rent of co-sharer tenants in a 
tenUte or holding. Amendment No. 1378-1384 is purely consequential. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Yes, Sir. 

So, I take it that the amendments are not going to be moved. 

(No member rose to move the amendment.) 

The question that clause 28 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 29. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY: I, too, 
have an amendment, No. 1385A, saying that clause 29 be omitted. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY; I, too, 
have an amendment, No. 1385A, saying that clause 29 be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are in clause 29, let the Kumar Sahib finish 
his speech and then you can move your amendment. 

Kumar SHI B 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Sir, we have to pay 
revenue to Government at the end of every three months. So, is it not 
in anomaly, Sir, that we should be debarred from realizing rents 7 
rent-suits at the end of three months from our tenants? Will the 
jovernment be agreeable, on the analogy of the Minister s statement 
egarding interest yesterday, to accept revenue from us at the en o 
!very twelve months instead of at the end of three months? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY : Government may 
l *ve to consider that point, Sir. (Kumar Shib Shekhareswae Boy: 
■hank you, Sir.) It is very difficult for me to 8 1 ™ ***? e nl 6 
durance at this stage, (but I may assure the Kumar Sahib that Gover - 
lent want to be fair to everybody. 
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Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA AOHARYYA CHOUDHURY, ol 
Muktagaoha: Sir, I beg to move that clause 29 be omitted. 

This clause, Sir, gives the power to the tenants to withhold pay* 
ment of their rents, and is dilatory in character. On that ground, Sir, 
alone I am objecting to it. If Government want to grant this powei 
to the tenants, it is only fair that they should give similar powers tc 
the landlords not to pay revenue before 12 months have elapsed. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 29 (l)(a) for the word “twelve” the word “eleven” ibe substituted. 

In moving this amendment, Sir, I beg to submit that the Govern- 
ment amendment proposes to confer two benefits. One is that the 
tenants will be saved from the harassment of suits instituted by land- 
lords every three months, and the second benefit that is intended to be 
given to them is that in these times of economic depression landlords 
may sue for a portion of arrear rent only. If clause 29(7)(a) is retained, 
i.e., if the word “twelve” be substituted for the word “three”, then the 
maximum benefit that is intended to be given will not be available to 
them. Suppose, in the year 1345 B.S. on the 1st of Baisakh a landlord 
who intends to sue for arrear of rent for one year, viz., for the year 
1341. If he sues only for the year 1341 his claim for the arrear rent 
of 1342 will be barred by limitation by the 2nd of Baisakh , 1346; because 
he cannot sue before the 2nd Baisakh , 1346, as 12 months after 1st of 
Baisakh , 1345, do not elapse before the 2nd of Baisakh , 1346. So the 
landlord will Ibe compelled to sue for two years. Of course by this 
amendment the tenants will have to bear the burden of extra cost; for 
example, if the landlord sues for 4 years together a tenant has to pay 
Re. 1 as vakalatnama but if the claim be split up into 4 the tenant will 
have to pay Rs. 4 for vakalatnamas in 4 suits. 

TM Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: To cut short the 
discussion, may I say at this stage that Government are prepared to 
accept this amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is all right. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU to move that in clause 29(1) (a) 
for the word “twelve” the word “eleven” be substituted. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Maharaja Sashi Santa Acharyya Choudhury for the 
deletion of clause 29 was put and lost. 

The motion of Kumar ShibHShekhareswar Roy for the deletion of 
clause 29(1) (a) was put and lost. 

The motion that clause 29 as amended stands part of the Bill was i 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 30. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: May I suggest 

that consideration of clause 30 be also postponed to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

% 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that my amend- 
ments Nos. 1396 and 1426 be taken together as No. 1326 is conse- 
questial. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 


Clause 31. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 beg to move that for clause 
31 the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

“31. Section 153 of the said Act shall be repealed. ” 

In moving this amendment I beg to place certain facts before the 
House. Section 153 lays down: “An appeal shall not lie from any 
decree or order passed, whether in the first instance or on appeal, in 
any suit instituted by a landlord for the recovery of rent where — 

(a) the decree or order is passed by a District Judge, Additional 
Judge or Subordinate Judge, and the amount claimed in the 
suit does not exceed one hundred rupees, or 

(5) the decree or order is passed by any other judicial officer 
specially empowered by the Local Government to exercise 
final jurisdiction under this section, and the amount claimed 
in the suit does not exceed fifty rupees ; 


unless dn either case the decree or order has decided a question relating 
to title to land or to some interest in land as between parties.” 

The Hon'ble Si r BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I take an 
objection? The proposal in the amendment of the hon’ble member is 
to repeal section 153. ’ My amendment is a very formal amendment. 

appointment is really made by tjie High Court with the formal 
approval of the Local Government.* Just to do away with that 
formality, Government with the concurrence of the High Court in 
moving this amendment. The hon’ble member’s amendment outside 
tlle scope of the Bill. - 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


two 


[ 25 th Sett., 


Mr. J. W. CHIVEMDALE: On a point of order, Sir. In section 
153 there is no such thing as “Provincial Government/ * The words 
are “Local Government”. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think since the 
introduction of Provincial Autonomy “Local Government” means 
“Provincial Government”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think this contention is very strong. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I agree with you. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Power has been given to the High 
Court by the Local Government. But here it is proposed to give power 
to the High Court so long exercised by the Local Government. So it 
should not be treated as a mere formal matter. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Bo you want to do away with the power of appeal? 
That will be the effect of your amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg leave to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that clause 31 
stands part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 32. 

B*bu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I beg to move that clause 32 
be omitted. 

By the Act of 1928 a procedure was introduced by which landlords 
were placed in a position to realise their rents with promptness and 
with regularity. As the landlords have to pay revenue to Government, 
the tenants in their turn have to pay rent to the landlords. In an 
agricultural country like Bengal, Government has to rely to a very 
large extent on the revenue derived from land and legislation should 
provide that that revenue is duly secured to Government. Under the 
system prevailing in Bengal, the realisation from the actual tillers of 
the soil and from the small farmers has to be done by the landlords 
with whom Government settled the land. It is unnecessary to go into 
the question as to why Government entered into a settlement with the 
landlords in 1793 in the way it was done. History shows why that 
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settlement was arrive^ at. It was not oidy in 1|93 but hundreds of 
years before that whoever reigned in Bengal found it necessary to 
settle lands with the landlords so that there might be certainty in the 
realisation of revenue for Government whoever constituted that Govern- 
ment. When the Dewani was taken over by the East India Company 
in 1765, great difficulty was experienced in the matter of collection of 
revenue. There was a devastating famine in 1769 which decimated 
nearly a third of the population of Bengal. In Bengal we have 
inundations, we have rivers cutting away cultivated land and various 
other calamities of a big dimensions which do not ordinarily happen in 
other parts of India. It was therefore necessary for the State from 
almost the commencement of history of Bengal to have something like 
a buffer to stand the State for the time being in good stead, and land 
was accordingly settled with landlords even under the Pathans and 
Moguls and afterwards by the English. Chapter XIII A that was intro- 
duced in the Bengal Tenancy Act under the Act of 1928 sought to intro- 
duce a method by which there would be expeditious and punctual 
realisation of dues from the tenants. Complaints were made, in many 
cases justifiably, that landlords have to wait for over 3 years before 
they could institute any suits in civil courts, and they had to proceed 
with protracted rent litigation at considerable expense before they 
succeeded in realising the rents from the tenants with which they were 
to pay the State. The State had protected itself by establishing a pro- 
cedure against the landlords that in the event of default on the part of 
landlords in the punctual payment of any instalment of the revenue 
his holding would be sold up immediately; no time was to be allowed 
and no mercy was to be shown and that the holding was to fall under 
the hammer in the event of there being a default. On the other hand, 
so far as the rent due from the tenant to the landlord is concerned the 
Act of 1885 provides for recourse to the civil courts. Now with the 
congestion of work in the civil courts, the procedure of realisation of 
the landlords’ dues takes an amount of time which practically means 
loss to the landlords and the expense of a civil action falls on the land- 
lord without in many cases the chance of realising the costs. So it was# 
thought just and fair that as the State was inflexibly hard on the land- 
lord, the landlord should be given some relief in the matter of realisation 
of the rent payable to him by his tenants. Sir, Chapter XIII A provides 
that the local Government might on the application of the landlord, if 
for his land a record-of-right has been prepared, allow the landlord to 
have the advantage of the application of the procedure for the realisa- 
tion of his dues provided by the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act. 
But Chapter XIIIA of the Bengal Tenancy Act provides that the 
Bocal Government should not only merely allow the landlord to have 
recourse to the procedure under the Public Demands Recovery Act but 
that the local Government shall specify the terms and conditions on 
w hich application should be allowed. The terms and conditions 
under whicjh; a landlord was to be given the right of expeditious 
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realisation of his dues was to be hedged in by condition which the local 
Government was given the power and authority lay down. The local 
Government could, in every case in 'which it considered necessary, 
protect the tenants lay down conditions which would make an in- 
equitable application of the certificate procedure impossible, and thus 
ensure that there should be no hardship on the tenants.' The conditions 
would be for those who had to be protected and Government could lay 
down conditions to protect the tenants; for instance, if there are 
inundations or if there is drought, or if there is a failure of crops, 
Government may say that in those cases it may issue an order or 
direction withdrawing for the time being the application of the certi- 
ficate procedure in the areas affected. In that way the tenants may tbe 
sufficiently protected, but if times are normal, if crops are normal and 
there is a no-rent campaign and the tenant withholds payment, why 
should not the landlord Ibe given facilities for the realisation of his rent 
instead of waiting for years and spending a large sum of money on 
realisation of small amounts from a large number of tenants. Sir, if 
it is protection of the tenants that is really intended, that protection 
can be afforded Iby providing against the application of the certificate 
procedure in cases of public calamity or of failure of crops. The 
conditions which the Government is authorised to lay down under 
Chapter XIII A may provide for such a contingency. Sir, it may be 
unpleasant for people to make a payment, but unfortunately the whole 
of the world is so constituted that one has to pay to another ahd that 
one has to pay to another again, and so on the cycle goes round. We 
cannot contemplate a condition of things under which everybody will 
tbe aibsolved from every payment and will have all his needs supplied 
to him. (Mr. M. Shamsuddin Aitmed: The State will provide.) 
Mr. Shamsuddin says the State will provide everything but some ’body 
must provide the State with the sinews of war to enable the State to 
provide for everything. This country, as I pointed out at the com- 
mencement, is mainly an agricultural country where the mainstay of 
the resources of the State is agriculture and if agricultural income is 
•'entirely to be stopped in the way that it is intended landlords will be 
liable to have their zemindaries sold up for non-payment of revenue 
even if there is one second’s default. If the tenant is allowed to 
acquire the habit of not paying his rent by quarterly instalments and 
to let the arrears against him accumulate for year when almost at the 
end of the 4th year the landlord institutes a suit against him otherwise 
the claim would be barred. The tenant files a defence and keeps the 
landlord running, about the law courts for another 7 or 8 months. That 
is the actual fact and we must face facts in the face and it is no use 
closing our eyes to wbat actually happens. If we want justice to he 
done let justice be done all round. Sir, is it a crime to expect the 
Government to ask the landlord to pay? Is it a crime for the land- ^ 
lord to expect the tenant to pay? Sir, if the instalments 
not be made payable by the quarter, and that some other iii^alinerfta 
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should ibe fixed, by all means let Government consider the question and 
see that the payment! are so regulated that there is no hardship on the 
tenant. But we cannA contemplate a state of things at least in this 
province when the tenant will be absolyed, altogether from paying any- 
thing for the land he enjoys. Sir, if that is the fact then pleasant or 
unpleasant the duty has to ibe performed. As the landlord has to per- 
form his duty to the State so the tenant has to perform his duty to the 
landlord about payment of his rent. If rent is paid regularly no 
question arises. Chapter XIIIA only seeks to take action against those 
that are defaulters. , Sir, no doubt as I have said in hard times 
defaulters do deserve sympathy and the State may protect the defaulters 
against zemindars, who are very hard, by imposing conditions, while 
investing the zemindars with power to apply the certificate procedure, 
by providing that the Government may stop the application of that 
procedure should there be occasion to do so. 

I, therefore, submit that it will cause great hardship not only to 
the zemindars but it might cause difficulties to the State if the law 
relating to the collection of rent is not so laid down as to facilitate the 
punctual and regular payment of rent !by those by whom they are pay- 
able. So, I propose that clause 32 be deleted. 


Mr. C. MILLAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not detain the House 
for long, but I am really at a loss to understand the reason for this 
agitation against the certificate procedure. There may have been 
cases of injudicious use of that power, but I am inclined to think that 
in this matter the House is following a slogan, rather than thinking 
the question out on its merits; and unless this House can have second 
thoughts it is a poor outlook for legislation in this province. 

This proposal appears to go upon the principle that debts are 
things not to be discharged. Well, Sir, that is a theory with which 
all of us on occasions must have some sympathy. But we in this 
House must maintain the sanctity of contract, otherwise the fabric 
of society will fall to pieces. We must make quite sure that in 
considering the rights of citizens we equally see that our citizens 
observe their obligations. And in this particular question Govern- 
ment has a special duty. The revenues of this province depends 
largely upon the payment of rent by tenants to landlords, in order 
that the landlords may be able to discharge their revenue obligations; 
and only the other day in this House we saw the almost comical 
spectacle of the perturbation of the Ministry when a private Bill was 
brought forward proposing to deal with them in the same way as they 
now propose to deaiwith landlords. Mr. Speaker, Sir, we cannot have 
it both ways. 

Now* this jwocec^ure is only granted under stringent conditions. 
■A- landlord +who uses it must maintain at hi? own cost a$ , accurate 
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record-of-rights, and the procedure is enforced only when there is nc 
material dispute as to the facts. Sir, that is a matter of very greal 
importance for the tenant, because the costs l&ve to be paid by th€ 
debtor and the certificate procedure is a gimpler, and a very mud 
cheaper, process. 

This procedure is perhaps of greater value as a deterrent. It k 
not in the interest and it would not be the wish of any one in this 
House to do anything which would make it easier for the tenant tc 
get further into debt. Debt is the curse of this province, and any 
measure which we can bring forward which makes it easier for the 
tenant to remain in debt is very very far from being in the interests ol 
the tenant, i trust that this House will listen to these arguments and 
prove that it has the capacity to think again. 

Mf. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am rising tc 
ask for information on two points from the Hon’ble Revenue Ministei 
in the belief that it will be extremely relevant to the present discus- 
sion. What is the percentage of the zemindars who enjoy the benefii 
of the certificate procedure ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very small, 
altogether 236 zemindars in Bengal enjoy the benefit of the certificate 
procedure, out of 2,500 to 3,000 revenue-paying zemindars. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You mean those whc 
have votes for the landholders' constituency? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The advantage 
of the certificate procedure is enjoyed only by the big landlord's and 
their number is therefore confined only to those who have the right 
to vote in the landholders’ constituency. 

Mr a SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, my next question to the 
Revenue Minister is : Whether the benefit of the certificate procedure 
is only extended to those zemindars who are considered by the Gov- 
ernment to be loyal to them? In other words, Sir, can the Revenue 
Minister give us an instance where a nationalist-minded zemindar 
has ever been given the benefit of the certificate procedure? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I . wish 
to cite the instance of my honourable friend’s colleague $nd com- 
patriot, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhuri, M.L.A., who enjoys 
this benefit and iwho is also a nationalist-minded zemindar of jthe type 
my honourable friend is thinking. 
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Mr. 8 Aft AT CHANDRA B08E. Sir, may I tell the Revenue 
Minister that Mr. Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhuri has never been 
a member of the Congress, and I may also state that he thinks that 
the difficulty in the way gf his signing the Congress pledge is that hp 
enjoys the benefits of the certificate procedure. This is what he 
stated to me last year in Simla when the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
was there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Quite right. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I may 
give my friend 1 another name — Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhuri, a Con- 
gress member in the Upper House. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, with regard to the proposal 
in the Government Bill for the abolition of the certificate procedure, 
I find that there is no provision for the repeal or amendment of sec- 
tion 195(6) of the Act which provides that the certificate procedure 
will be retained in connection with Government Khas Mahals estates 
and also with regard to estates managed by the Court of Wards. As 
the Revenue Minister was pleased to announce yesterday in answer 
to a question put by Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu that the Government 
proposed to bring the rate of interest in other spheres into line with 
the rate of interest proposed in the present Bengal Tenancy Amend- 
ment Bill, may this House expect the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to 
give an assurance to this House that section 195 (b ) will be repealed or 
amended in order to bring it into line with the proposed section in 
regard to the realisation of rents in Government Khas Mahals and 
also in estates which are administered by the Court of Wards. I 
find, Sir, that section 195 has not been touched in the pro- 
posed Bill except with regard to sub-clause ( e ) of that section which 
lays down “Nothing in this Act shall affect any enactment relating 
to patni-tenures, etc...”; but the procedure for the realisation of rents 
in estates under the management of the Court of Wards or Revenue 
authorities has been left absolutely intact. So I really do not under* 
stand the policy which underlies the Government proposal — whether 
it is intended to repeal the provisions of the certificate procedure only 
in so far as they apply to the estates of private landlords, who have 
not come under the protecting wings of the Government. So far as 
the other zemindars who have had the good fortune of their estates 
being administered by the Court of Wards and the Government’s own 
estates, namely, the Khas Mahal areas are concerned, would the certi- 
ficate procedure be retained? I submit, Sir, it would be helpful to 
the House for the purpose of giving a decision with regard to this 
proposal to fcnQW what is the intention of Government with regard 

to section 195$)* *? 
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Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I come from a 
•constituency where the Government is the biggest landlord. So far 
as application of the certificate procedure is concerned, my district, 
Chittagong, contains the largest Khas Mahal area which I think is 
the biggest of all Government Khas Mahal areas in the province, and 
I think Government derives over Rs. 8 lakhs of revenue from the 
Khas Mahal estates there. The Khas Mahal tenants in the Cox’s 
Bazar subdivision have been crying in the wilderness owing to the 
•direct and indirect oppression caused by the certificate procedure, by 
which many persons have been reduced to penury. The question is 
not whether the debtors should discharge their debts, as my esteemed 
friend of the European Group has said, but the question is if the 
agency through which this certificate procedure is applied is welcome. 
As regards the realisation of rents, there are two ways how rents can 
be recovered, viz., one through the civil court and the other through 
the certificate procedure which is administered by the Collector, the 
Subdivisional Officer or other executive officers. The difference lies 
in the fact that the procedure of the civil court is more popular and 
the certificate procedure through the Collectorate and the Revenue 
authorities is unwelcome. I would suggest to the Revenue Minister 
that he might keep a strict watch over the work of the certificate 
Officers or Revenue authorities in the Khas Mahal areas who are 
more eager to realise the rents in order to gain promotion than in 
considering anything regarding the condition of the tenants, that 
is, whether they are hardly hit or not. That is the reason why I 
think the certificate procedure is unwelcome. I have great sympathy 
with my friends of the European Group that it seems to be a one- 
sided proposal that the certificate procedure should be retained for 
Government Khas Mahals and the certificate power of the landlords will 
be abolished. In Chittagong there are a large number of small 
landlords who are also raiyats and there the oppression on the part of 
the rich and influential tenants upon the poor middle-class landlords 
who are also raiyats sometimes is more than the oppression of the 
landlords except in some few cases of big landlords. So the position is 
quite different there. And there after great consideration many of 
the petty estates have been given the protection of the certificate 
procedure, as many estates have been sold away for non-realisation 
of rents from the tenants. As we all know, a civil court suit hangs 
on for three or four years and 1 the House ought to know that the 
decree-holder’s difficulty begins after the decree is made. So my 
appeal to the Revenue Minister is that he should be consistent in the 
matter of abolition of the certificate procedure. I think/ however, 
that it would not be fully reasonable to ask Government to go to civil 
court for the realisation of rent. But there is one way j out of the 
difficulty. Some munsiffs or judicial officers be { empowerjad ; under the 
certificate procedure to realise rents and get; ithe. decree* executed 
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through the agency of the civil court. (A voice: That won’t 
d’o.) I think it would be unreasonable for this House to ask the 
Government to bring a civil suit as an ordinary private landlord; it 
would be difficult (A voice: Why?); because it would take a long 
time. Sometimes 50 per cent, of the arrears remains unrealised. 
That is the practical difficulty which I have found myself in the 
management of some properties. For that reason I only suggest 
that, judicial officers should be vested with powers under the certi- 
ficate procedure and the decrees should be executed through the civil 
court nazir and not through the Collectorate Nizarat as the executive 
Certificate Officers and their underlings are unwelcome to the tenants. 
In spite of my sympathy with my friends of the European Group who 
want to retain Chapter XIIIA, I would just like the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister to give us an assurance that he would see that the hardships 
entailed by the certificate procedure are mitigated to some extent 
when exercised by the Khas Mahal Officers. The issue of certificate 
for arrears of less than a year and a half should be stopped. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I confess 
that 1 am in general agreement with the arguments that have been 
advanced by my esteemed friends, Mr. J. N. Basu and Mr. Curtis 
Millar, regarding the justification of allowing sufficient facilities to 
landlords for realisation of rent in view of the fact that they have 
got their obligations to Government with regard to the payment of 
revenue. (Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra: Is that the view of 

the Coalition Party?) You need not get impatient. 

As regards the special facilities of landlords for realisation of rent, 
there is a very interesting history and one has to go back as early as 
1859 to find out what was the landlords’ right under the Act before 
1859. Before 1859 there was the law of Saptam and Ashtam , which 
gave the landlords the right of imprisoning tenants for default in 
payment of rent. That law was considered rather severe and barbarous 

and it was rightly done away with in the Rent Act of 1859. 

(A voice: Distraint.) In the Act of 1859 distraint was introduced 
and it was also retained in the Act of 1885. The provision for 

distraint continued till it was done away with in the amending Act of 
1928 and as a quid pro quo Chapter 13 A was introduced. Before 1928 
also Government had the discretion under the Bengal Tenancy Act of 
investing selected landlords with the powers of certificate proce- 
dure for realisation of rents. So far as I remembdr, speaking from 
memory, this power was introduced by the amending Act of 1913. 
Even in 1885 the Secretary of State, in his despatch on the Bengal 
Tenancy r Act, said that he was not quite satisfied with the procedure 
of rent realisation and wanted some speedier method to be introduced. 
But, fortunately or unforturidtefy, there was not muclf change &nd 
things went on according to the provisions of the Acfrbf’ 188frr For a 
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variety of reasons, however, many landlords began to feel that realisa- 
tion of rent was growing difficult and in the Act of 1928 distraint 
was done away with by way of compensation; the discretionary 
power of Government with regard to the granting of powers of certi- 
ficate procedure was taken away and it was made shall in place of 
“may”, that is, subject to certain terms and conditions. Govern- 
ment shall grant permission to every landlord who applies for powers 
of the certificate procedure in areas where settlement operations were 
completed. In practice that is dbne. 

So far I am aware whenever a landlord applied for powers under 
section 158A and fulfilled the terms and conditions he was given 
powers under Chapter 13A. There is no denying the fact that we 
are taking away a very important privilege and a very important 
facility granted to him regarding rent collection under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Time alone will show what the reper- 
cussions of the present amendment are going to be. I can, 
however, assure the House that Government will carefully watch 
the developments and I do not think it is necessary to state anything 
further at this stage. 

With regard to the realisation of rent in Khas Mahal areas and 
in the estates under the Court of Wards with the help of the Public 
Demands Recovery Act, my friend, Mr. Basu, wants an assurance 
from me as to whether Government are prepared to repeal the provi- 
sions in the Public Demands Recovery Act or not. The matter is 
under the consideration of Government, and I am not in a position to 
state what the policy of Government is going to be on that point, 
but they desire to be consistent and they will certainly consider this 
question in all its aspects. 

With regard to the point raised by Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin 
Ahamed, viz., that in the Khas Mahals in Chittagong oppressions are 
committed by some of the Certificate Officers not only on tenants but 
also on petty landlords, I shall take a note of that point and I can 
give him this assurance that Government will see that no such oppres- 
sion is committed henceforth. It must be a thing of the past (A 
voice: What about Bakarganj and other places?) I say not onlj 
in the Khas Mahals in Chittagong but all over Bengal there shall be 
no oppression. 

With reference to the point mentioned by the leader of the 
opposition as to- wTiether powers und'er certificate procedure were 
granted to landlords who were nationalist-minded, I think I have 
given two instances at least where powers were granted to zemindars 
who are in his fold. So Government make no distinction whatsoevei 
in granting the privileges when they are satisfied that landlord# havt 
fulfilled the terms and iconditions as laid down in the Ad. i.j ^ 
should repeat that Government do not propose to encourage- tenants 
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to get into arrears. Nothing should be done that would add to the 
burden of their debt. Government must see that landlords get 
adequate facilities for collection of rent and thereby prevent tenants 
from getting into further arrears. Without certain facilities for rent 
collection the landlord will find it extremely difficult to meet their 
obligations and if Government propose to realise their revenue regu- 
larly and smoothly, proper facilities will have to be granted to land- 
lords for collection of .rent. If the ordinary rent suit serves the 
purpose, well and good; if not, some other means will have to be 
devised. With these few words I oppose the amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Clause 32. 

The question that clause 32 stands part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to: 


Clause 33. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN moved that after clause 33 (2) the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

“(3) in proviso ( i ) to sub-section (3) the words ‘subject to the provi- 
sions of section 67 relating to interest payable on arrears of 
rent’ shall be added.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it not out of 

order ? 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I submit it is not. I want 
you to look into the matter from the point of view of the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. If reducing the rate of interest from 12} 
to 6J per cent, is within the scope of the Bill, I think if section 67 is 
amended 1 . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does this amendment arise out of reduction of 
rent? You want a certain section to be considered subject to certain 
reduction, but I have given my fullest consideration to it and I am 
of opinion that it is out of order. 

The question that clause 33 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 34. 

The question that clause 34 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 34A will be taken up later. 
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Clause 35. 

The question that clause 35 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 36. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that for sub-clause (1) of clause 36 the following be subetifufced, 
namely : — 

il (l) in clause (3 ) — 

(a) the words ‘or the landlord’s transfer fee’, and 

(b) the word ‘and’ 
shall be omitted.” 

This is purely a consequential amendment. 

I also beg to move that in sub-clause (3) [sub-clause (r) of clause (J) of 
section 189 of the Act] for the words, figures and brackets “sub-sections 
(i), ( 2 ) and (3)” the words, figures and brackets “sub-sections (1) ( 2 ), 
(3) and (3a)” be substituted. 

The above two motions were put and agreed to. 

Clause 36 was kept pending, because the deletion of the wprd 
“85B” has not yet been considered. 


Clause 37. 

Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that 
clause 37 be omitted. 

Sir, patani law does not come under Bengal Tenancy Act. So, there 
is no necessity of mutilating the existing provision in the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 1520 is not in order. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
-move that for sub-clause ( i ) of new clause 37(e) of section 195 the 
following be substituted, namely : — 

( i ) the provisions of section 67 and of clause ( i ) of sub-section 
(1) of section 178 shall apply to all patni-tenures, and”. 

I move this amendment just to make the meaning clear. I have 
got nothing further to say. 
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The amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy wae 
put and agneed to. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN to move that clause 37 
be omitted. 

The amendment of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen was put and 
lost. 

Clause 37. 

' jjr 

Th8* question that clause 37, as amended, stands part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This disposes of all the clauses excepting the 
six clauses that we have left out for the present, as well as the putting 
up of clause 36 before the House later on. 

I will now adjourn the House till 3-00 p.m. on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 27th 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House,. Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of die Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

' ‘ ■ 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 27th September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqub, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 211 members. '• 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Election of the Bhogdanga Union Board, Rangjsur. 

•286. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether the election of the Bhogdanga Union Board 
in police-station Kurigram, district Eangpur, was held in July last? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) who were the contesting candidates in the different wards; 

(it) how many votes did each of them secure ; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the candidates for nomination to the 
said board submitted their applications for nomination 
supported by the recommendations of at least tw$ respectable 
gentlemen as desired by the local officers? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) who, if any, among the defeated candidates, have applied 4 or 
nomination ; k 

^ ♦ ‘‘i 

(it) whether it is a fact that the six newly elected members jointly 
recomifrended for nomination three specified candidates who 
received also the recommendations of other respectable* 
gentlemen; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that Babu Dina Nath Gfhosh, a?4iitting 
member of the board, is one of the applicants for nomina^ 
tion? 
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(d) If the answer to y (c) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
muster he pleased to state — tV 


^ ^whether the said Babu Dina Nath Ghosh was an unsuccessful 
candidate for presidentship of the outgoing board; h 

whether it is a fact that no meeting of the union board foT a 
period of one year was held by the outgoing board ; 


(Hi) that the first meeting was held only when the attention of the 
authorities was drawn to this matter and the then Subdivi- 
sional Officer intervened at the instance of the Chairman of 
the District Board; and 


(iv) whether it is a fact that the sitting President of the outgoing 
board submitted a report to the local officers regarding the 
views of at least five elected members against Dina Nath 
Babu’s nomination? 


MINISTERS charge cf PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed) Nausher 
Ali): (a) 1 v es. 

{b) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(lii) Yes. 

(c) (i) Syed Abul Afzal and Maulvi Alimuddin Ahamad. 

(ii) and (in) Yes. 

(d) (i)> Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(iii) Scheduled castes, 

(iv) The fitting president of the outgoing board submitted a report 
against Dina Nath Babu’s nomination, but there is no special mention 
in his report regarding the views of the elected members. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to whether in the interest of good administration of the union 
board Government consider the desirability of giving nominations to 
thfc thfee candidates who were recommended by the entire body of the 
elected memberjs? 

- *. , • 

The Hon’ble Mauffi SYED NAUSHER ALI: It may not be at all 

in the ^interest* of administration of the union board to nominate 
Ihe very persons who have been recommended by the elected members. 
57 
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Fixing the tatio of the scheduled castes in the Co-operative 
** Department. 

^286. Uabu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA; (a) Will the Hon’b] 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtednes 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing th 
number of — 

(i) Muhammadans, 

(ii) Hindus, excluding scheduled castes, and 
(Hi) Scheduled castes, 

amongst the present total number of (1) inspectors, and (2) auditors 

(6) With reference to the reply given on the 31st August, 1937, t 
(vi) of unstarred question No. 58, will the Hobble Minister be pleasei 
to state — 

(i) when the ratio for th6 scheduled castes will be fixed and pub 

lished for general information ; and 

(ii) what steps are proposed to be taken to make up the deficiency 

of the Scheduled castes in the services? 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of classifying 
Scheduled castes separately in future according to the recent announce 
ment of the Hon’ble Home Minister in this House? 


MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) The hon’ble member is referred to the answer given to 
starred question No. 18 on the 5th August, 1937, and also to the 
answer given to un starred question No. 58 on the 31st August, 1937, 
at this session of the Legislative Assembly. 

(b) and (c) These questions are still under consideration. 


Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answers (a) $pd ( c ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister kindly say whether the Government will con- 
sider the ratio for the different communities before the appointments 
are made in the Co-operative Department ? 


The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUELICKi The ratio of 

the different communities for these appointments will bS decided before 
the appointments are made. 
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Damotfar flood. 

- i 

*287. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the Hosier 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware of the Damodar flood of this year and its consequent 
havoc to the people of the flooded area ? 

(6) Is he aware of the fact that this flood is a regular yearly occur- 
rence in Burdwan? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and ( b ) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
taken or contemplated to take to stop this kind of disaster to which 
the people of Burdwan are victimised year after year ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORK8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar) : (a) The floods this year have been moderate. 

( b ) Yes, in the trans-Damodar spill area. 

(c) An investigation is being made into the possibilities of a speedy 
disposal of the spill water. 


Improvement of Dankuni canal. 

*288. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that the Dankuni canal in the Serampore subdivision is not 

functioning properly in the portion between the Raghunath- 
pur bridge and Bonder Bil lock-gate ; 

(ii) that it urgently needs re-excavation ; 

(Hi) that the Baidyabati lock-gate of the above canal is out of order 
for a long time; and 

(iv) that the unrestricted influx of water through the Baidyabati end 
is causing considerable damage to the fields on either side 
of the canal? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(i) enquiring into the present condition of the canal; 

(ii) enquiring into the cause of delay in repairing the Baidya- 

bati lock-gate; and 

(Hi) taking up the improvement of the Dankuni canal? 
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The 44of»*bi**M{Lharaja MIS CHANDRA* NANDY, of Kasimbazar 

(a) ( i ) The Danlffiii Khal from Raghunathpur bridge to Bonder Bi 
^sluicp is functioning fairly well, silt clearance having been done ii 
1934-35 at the cost of Rs. 2,203. 


(ii) Silt clearance is not necessary at present. 

(Hi) One of the outer lock-gates was damaged. The repairs wen 
completed on the 6th July last. 

(iv) The flow is fully under control by the sluice. 

(b) Does not arise. 


RONOxoavation of the river Bhairab, Murshidabad. 

•289. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware that as a result of the silting up of the Bhairab the trade and 
commerce in the interior of the district of Murshidabad has come to a 
standstill ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the drying up of the river is one of the causes of the spread of 
malaria ? 

(c) Tf the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to take steps for the re-excavation and 
flushing of the Bhairab at its mouth and such other important places 
as Bhagbangola and Doulatabad? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) The present condition of the Bhairab river in the Murshidabad 
district is better than it has been for a considerable number of years 
and it is tending to improve still further. 

(b) The river is not drying up, 

(c) Steps are being taken to keep the Akriganj off-takes open for 
as long as possible by training works in the post-flood season. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether this improved condition of the river Bhairab is due i 
to the natural course of the river or due to any work undertaken by 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

To a great extent due to natural causes. 
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Mftlilvi ABDUL BAR If Is the Hon’ble Minister awdre that the river 
Bhairab down Bhagbangola and Datflatabad remains dried up for 9 
months in the year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have no information on the point but it may be so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if anything has been done by the department to ascer- 
tain the causes which led to the drying up of the river and the natural 
causes which will improve the situation ? 


The Hoti’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

There may be various causes for the decay of a river. I am afraid 
1 am not in a position to give an answer off-hand to that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to ask the department to ascertain the causes? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe they always do so, 

Babu' NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say whether this drying up of the river in the Murshidabad 
is responsible for the silting up of the river in the lower courses of the 
districts of Khulna and Jessore? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It may be but that is for the experts to say. 


Maui vi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is not a fact that the condition of the river is growing 
worse every year? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is not the report of my department 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what he means by “training works” in answer (c) ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is apparently a printing mistake : it must be 
“draining.” 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will* the Hon’ble Minister be 
-pleased to state whether the Bijoy and Ghuznavi Cuts have anything 
to do with the condition of the river Bhairab? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I do not think this arises out of this question. 


Wakf estates. 

•290. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the annual receipts of the wakf estates enrolled under the 

Bengal Wakf Act, 1934; 

(ii) the expenditure incurred for the purpose of enrolment under 

section 2 of the Act; 

(Hi) the expenditure incurred by the Board of Wakfs, for the period 
up to 30th June, 1937 ; and 

(iv) the names of officers of the Board of Wakfs with their designa- 
tions, their? duties and functions, and the salaries paid to 
them? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (i) Rs. 57,15,584. 

(ii) Rs. 15,140. 

(Hi) Rs. 88,203. 

(iv) It is assumed that by officers are meant the superior controlling 
staff of the rank equivalent to that of gazetted officers under Govern- 
ment. If so, there are — 

(i) one Commissioner on a salary of Rs. 2,000 a month — (Khan 
Bahadur Mohammad Abdul Momin, c.i.e.) ; 
v (ii) one Assistant Commissioner, Khan Saheb Kazi Mohammad 
Sadrul Ola, on a salary of Rs. 375 a month and a special 
pay of Rs. 75 per mensem. 

Their duties and functions are laid down in the Bengal Wakf Act. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the number of wakf estates in the year 1937 ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are superintendents of wakf estates also 
at present in several districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

i. 

Improvement of passenger shed at Chinirbandar 

*291. Mauilvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that — 

(i) the passenger shed at Chinirbandar railway station on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway is not walled up on the eastern 
side; 

(//) the passengers get no protection from the sun, the rain 
and the wind; and 

(Hi) the drainage of the latrine and urinal attached to the 
female w r aiting room, runs towards the passenger shed? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of urging 
upon the Railway authorities concerned to effect improvement of the 
passenger shed at Chinirbandar and to divert the course of the drainage 
referred to? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The waiting hall measuring SS'xSO' affords adequate protec- 
tion from the elements under ordinary circumstances. 

(iii) Yes. 

(b) These questions are under the consideration of the Railway . 
authorities. 


Establishment of School Boards. 

*292. Marivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

(i) the approximate amount of money that is annually collected 

on account of school fees from students in recognised priimuy* 
schools including muktabs in the province; 

(ii) the total number of teachers employed in such schools; 
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(tit) the number of districts in which School Boards have been 
established in accordance with the provisions of the Rural 
Primary Education Act; and 

(iv) whether it is the intention of Government to have such boards 
established in all the districts? 

( b ) If the answer to clause (a)(iv) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, does the 
Government intend to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (i) Rs. 22,51,433 in 
1936-37. 

(ii) Rs. 92,256 in 1936-37. 

(Hi) 12. 

(a) (iv) and (b) It is intended that District School Boards should be 
established in those districts where there are no such boards, as soon 
as circumstances permit and there is indication of popular demand for 
it. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what is meant by “circumstances” when it is stated 
that board will be established as soon as circumstances permit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: First of all I have already 
mentioned that the primary condition is the indication of popular 
demand. Secondly, that it does not clash with the experiments that 
we are carrying on without the establishment of a school board; and 
thirdly, that it does not go beyond the scope of Primary Education 
Act. In two places, Bogra and the subdivision of Serajganj in Pabna 
these experiments are being carried on. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wffiat is meant by “circumstances permit.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’blS Minister be 
pleased to state whether the demand of the district board concerned 
will be considered an indication of popular demand? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ordinarily so, unless ther fi 
is any counter agitation, in which case the matter will have to be- 
looked into. 1 
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Millilvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some 
district boards, in which the school boards have been established, are 
not functioning properly or have nothing to function unless the Primary 
Education Act is given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-M AHMOOD : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Palma School Board has accepted the Primary Education Act 
but it has not been given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Palma School Board 
has applied for the introduction of the Primary Education Act. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if besides Mymensingh and Pa bn a any other district 
hoards have applied for imposition of the cess? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nearly all the 12 districts 
have applied. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
district school board as at present constituted is purely a wastage of 
public money so long as the Primary Education Act is not given effect 
to ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Henria Sivaprosad Institution, Midnapore. 

*293. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the 
date of the last inspection of the Henna Sivaprosad Institution, Midna- 
pore, by Mr. M. 0. Carter, the former District Magistrate of Midnapore? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table an 
extract from his inspection remarks regarding the alleged participation 
of the school authorities in the last Bengal Legislative Assembly election 
In support of the Congress candidate there ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is the 
policy of the Government that the persons connected with private 
institutions should not take part in the Bengal Legislative Assemoly 
election P 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased \o issue a circular to that effect ? . 

(e) If the answer to ($?) is in t|ie negative, will the Hobble Minister 
be pleased to get the remarks of the District Magistrate regarding that 
particular point expunged from the inspection notes 2 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) March 5, 1937. 

(b) A copy of the inspection report is laid on the Library table. 

(c) It is undesirable that schoolboys and teachers should take an 
active part in such matters. 

(d) and (e) Government do not propose to take any action in the 
matter. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(o), that “it is undesirable that schoolboys and teachers should take 
an active part in such matters,” will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that the schoolboys of the Patuakhali 
subdivision took active part in support of Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, and 
Mr. Fazlul Huq never said that it was undesirable for them to do it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that 

fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement 
laid on the Library Table may I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to this passage and ask him whether the present Gov- 
ernment stand by the statement contained therein, namely, the Magis- 
trate’s report “My principal quarrel with the school, is that several of 
the staff and a number of boys openly canvassed for the congress candi- 
dates during the recent election. This fact will permanently debar the 
school from any form of Government assistance as far .as I am con- 
cerned. I shall also have to consider whether the approval of the 
Committee and some of the staff will have to be revised.” Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the present Government 
stand by this opinion of the District Magistrate ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We are not bound by the 

opinion of the District Magistrate. We have got our own policy. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know what is that policy, 
whether to stand by the opinion of the District Magistrate or to 
repudiate it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Our policy is that of non- 
interference with the free flow of activities in elections. i 
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Dr. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: In view of this non-interference 
policy, will the Government be prepared to advise that instructions for 
withdrawal of the Government grant to the school be now rescinded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not awwre, Sir, if 
that grant has been interference with. I will look into the matter. 

Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar. 

i 

*204. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department aware that — 

(i) the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar, had caused insult- 

ing letters to be written to a member of the Muragacha 
High English School Committee, of which the said Sub- 
divisional Officer happens to be the President by virtue of 
his office, in reply to the member’s enquiry regarding the 
circumstances under which the boys of the school were made 
*to offer salutes to soldiers on route march in the month of 
* February last; 

(ii) the said Subdivisional Officer very recently insulted a near 

* relation of the member of the Legislative Council represent- 

ing Presidency Division General Constituency and the matter 
Had to be settled at the intervention of the Distrist Magis- 
trate ; 

Oh) the said Subdivisional Officer used unseemly language to the 
member of the Legislative Assembly representing Presidency 
| Division Municipal General Constituency during the General 

elections and when the matter was brought to the notice 
of the District Magistrate, the Subdivisional Officer was 
given a mild rebuke; and 

(iv) the said Subdivisional Officer goes about in his car with a rod 
in his hand and abuses and assaults persons who, in his 
opinion, cause any obstruction to the movement of his car? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, what steps 
Government propose to ensure courteous behaviour on the pait of 
p said officer to members of the public ? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
iwaja Sir Nazimuchfin) : (a) No. 

(®) Does not arise. 


NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before I put the; supplementary 
lestion may I, Sir, ask your ruling whether the “No” in answer (a), 
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applies to the knowledge of tte.:fldn’ibl& Minister it refers to cii 
cumstances referred to in (&)(£)> (**)> («*) and (in) because if it is , 
matter of knowledge only I submit that it is merely a f matter of fori 

to put a question to Government? 

4 * * 

\ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can test by putting supplementary questions 

, Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please, 
to Estate whether he is aware that there is a schooj cabled the Mura 
gaoha High English School in the district of Nadia which receive 
Government grant of which the Sadar Subdivisional Officer $$ th. 
President and in which school on or about the 8th February^Jast th. 
students of the school were made to stand before the soldfers on marc] 
and were asked to salute them? 


Mr, SPEAKER: l)r. Sanyal, if I remember aright this supplemental*; 
question on Muragacha school was put and a reply was given. * 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble 

a member of the School Committee, namely Mr. Narendra Nath Pathak 
an Advocate of the Calcutta High Court, who wrote a ' tetter to tin 
Subdivisional Officer, the President, and subsequently to his enquivj 
frcfyn the Secretary of the school got a reply from the office of tin 
Subdivisional Officer stating that this member should stop such frivo- 
lous questions. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it will shorten tlie 
supplementary question of Hr. Sanyal if I were to answer in the 
affirmative the first point that he raised that; I know all abo$t the 
incident, and “No” refers to the Subdivisional Officer’s causing insult- 
ing letters to be writen to a member of the Muragacha High English 
School Committee and also to his insulting a near relation of the 
member of the Legislative Council representing the Presidency Hivi* 
sion (General) Constituency. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to the first one I take 
it that the Hon’ble Minister is amending the answer and says* that he 
is aware of the incident. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUqpiN: I am not amending at j 
all. “No” refers to the fact that no insulting letters were written- 
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Dr/NALINAK8HA SANYAL Sjtfay I .enquire whether the Hon’ble 
Minister would take it as an insulting “letter written to him if he were 
asked by a member of the committee to stop such frivolous enquiries ? 

' * 

The Hon’blft Khwaja^Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 doubt if the word 
1 ‘frivolous’ * was used. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the second ques- 
tion that the Subdivisional Officer insulted a near relation of the member 
of the Legislature Council representing the Presidency Divisjjorf 
(General) Constituency, may I enquire if the Hon’ble Minister is aware 
that a criminal case was actually sought to be instituted against the 
SuJ) divisional Officer and that it was only at the instance of the District 1 
Magistrate that the case was not instituted. 

* 't ' 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My information is the 
oilier way about. The Subdivisional Officer was accused and he was 
going to* institute a case and it was at the District Magistrate’s inter- 
\pnti<m that stopped the case to be instituted. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
thp mr j 0 f a lady who was going to the house of the hon’ble member 
concerned— I am not naming this gentleman, purposely — was splashed 
with mud dnd w’&ter by the car of this Subdivisional Officer and the 
Subdivisional Officer got down and insulted the lady and her husband 
to which the husband gave a proper reply? ,i 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal, you are utilising supple- 
mentary questions for ventilating a fact which has nothing to do with 
the question itself. Your allegation is that a case was instituted. 
The facts of th^case are not before us. All we are concerned with is 
the conduct of the particular officer and surely we have not got the 
time to discuss the details 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the answer was not in the nega- 
tive there would have been no necessity for details. I submit, Sir, that 
through these details I am refreshing the memory of the Hon’ble 
Minister if he had any occasion to go through the facts. I beg to sub- 
mit that the member concerned is my humble self and it is my personal 
knowledge that this Subdivisional Officer tried to use insulting language 
; against me in the open court to which he got certain proper replies 
from me and tile District Magistrate was reported to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. It may be within,, 
ffie special cognisance of yoiiTself and not of the Hon’ble Minister. I 
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am quit© prepared to allow questions to elicit information regardin 
the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer, the subject' matter of th 
original question, but if you enter into too much details, that, go( 
beyond limit.' . , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My submission is this. You hav 
ruled, Sir, that we must be very specific with regard to allegations 
If my allegations are vague you will rule me out and now, Sir, if yo 
rule that these are details I am helpless — I seek your protection, §i] 

The HOfi’&le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sii 
I just like this matter to be cleared up. The hon’ble member has sug 
day the object of supplementary questions is to ascertain facts, afid nc 
carry on an argument or to cross-examining a member, and as f&r a 
the facts are concerned I have categorically stated that those are nc 
correct. The hon’ble member is now trying to prove that what he ha 
stated is correct. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Dr. Sanyal, I will draw your attention to rule 3 
find if the Hon’ble Minister denies the allegation you can ask for infoi 
mation for the purpose of further elucidating any matter of fact regard 
ing which an- answer has been given. My ruling so far as this i 
concerned is that if you want to elicit information in a supplemental 
question it must be strictly relevant to the answer which has been given 
I hope you will not misunderstand me. I am not debarring you froi: 
putting in any supplementary question but the supplementary questio] 
is for the purpose of getting further information arising. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is exactly what I am doing 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir 
I just like this matter to be cleared up. The hon’ble member has sug 
gested that there was a case going to be instituted and I have state< 
clearly that the facts were otherwise. Then he goes into details whicl 
are matters for argument. I have already stated the* facts as they havi 
come in my possession. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to answer (iv), maj 
I enquire if it is within the knowledge of the Hon’ble Minister tha 1 
this* Subdivisional Officer goes about actually with a rod in his hand! 
I have seen this myself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal, you are bringing in youi 
personal knowledge. You can put supplementary questions on 
.answer which has been given. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. The answer “No” has been given 
and it is actually happening. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Your knowing personally does not arise out of the 
answer. . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
whether he is aware of an incident which happened two months back 
in the bazar of Krishnagar town where two young boys were actually 
whipped by this Subdivisional Officer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I enquire about the incident 
on the football ground? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, the football ground incident is a 
matter which is not in the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, it is your ruling that supple- 
mentary questions should be relevant to the replies given by the Hon'bie 
Minister, but how can we put supplementary questions in cases where 
the reply is “no”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot do anything better than saying that I am 
‘not altogether debarring you from putting anything concerning the 
facts but when you enter into details regarding a particular affair 
then it goes beyond the object of putting supplementary questions. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether it is still the policy of the present Gov- 
ernment to ask students to offer salute to soldiers when they march on. 
♦ 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is prepared to make enquiries into thes# 
allegations either personally or through independent officers of his 
department in the Secretariat here ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am satisfied that there 

no case for enquiry w and that the allegations are not correct. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA ftANYAL: If I say on the floor of this House 
that each one of what I said is absolutely correct and the information 
of the Hon’ble Minister is absolutely incorrect will the Hon’ble 
Minister make an enquiry? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: First of all it is a request 
for action and I have already said that we cannot have any argument 
on this question. 


Police force in Chittagong headquarters. 

*285. Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI, 
Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED and Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN 
ISLAM ABADI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home 
(Police) Department be pleased to place on the table a statement show- 
ing, year by year, from the period from 1933 to 1935 and separately — 

(i) the number of Hindu and Muslim inspectors, sub-inspectors, 
assistant sub-inspectors, District Intelligence Branch 
watchers, clerks and head constables in the Chittagong 
headquarters in the Police Office, Reserve Force, District 
Intelligence Branch, 'Kotwali, Double Moorings police- 
stations, Port Police, Town Police, Chitforce and Court 
Office ; 

(it) the promotions, both permanent and officiating, of Hindu and 
Muslim officers in the Chittagong district from the ranks 
of sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors and literate 1 
constables; and 

(in) the punishments, major and minor, awarded to Hindu and 
Muslim officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information asked 
for is not readily available, and its collection would entail so much time 
and labour that Government regret that they are unable to undertake 
(he task. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: In view of the reply in the nega* 
live, if the whole answer is not readily available, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the present Government intends 
if i do away with ihe system of spies or,, at least reduce the number of 
(hem? | 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. J 
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Mr. ftYEl) JALALUDDIN HA&HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the ratio of Hindu and Muhammadan officers in view 
of our anxiety . 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I am not concerned 
with your anxiety. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, may I rise on a point 

of order ? It is : whether we are entitled to know the ratio of Hindu 
and Muhammadan officers in the Chittagong district in order to ascer- 
tain the position of Muhammadans in the Government service there. 
The answer given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge is that Govern- 
ment are unable to undertake the task of preparing the list. In view 
oi our anxiety to know the proportion of Muhammadans and Hindus 
serving in Chittagong, is it too much, Sir, for the Government to give 
im the information required in the question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I just point but 
that the information asked for is not with reference to the position of 
Moslem officers at the present time but it refers to events that took 
place some time ago or what the position was in 1933 and 1935? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the exact number of the Intelligence Branch 
j watchers at^that time? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the member 
lo my reply. 

Mr. J. N. Gupta: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government have to maintain statistics 
oi all their employees of different communities with a view to fill up 
vacancies according to the communal strength? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is prepared to enquire into the allegations regarding 
the dismissal of . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHM00D: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
‘Pleased to states definitely the time it took in the Secretariat to answer 
this question — ^whether it was a fortnight or a month . ^ * 

58 
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The Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I 

hand as I have got to look through the hie. 


[27th Sew 

* 

cannot answer it o 


Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of orde 
JJefore the Hon’ble Minister replies to this question, I rise to enqui 
whether it is permissible for the department under the Hon’ble Minisl 
to pick and choose amongst the questions that are sent to the depa: 
ment from your department and* to choose to reply to some and not 
others in time or within the time. I sent in certain questions on t 
4th of September and they are still unreplied. I find that some sho] 
notice starred questions have been replied. We are therefore suspicio 
as to how things are managed by the department. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that it is ordinarily the duty of Gover 
ment to answer all the questions admitted by me. But how they a 
selected is a matter entirely for the Secretariat. There are circm 
stances which might necessitate a delay in getting an answer probab 
tq one portion of a question, while the answer to the other porti< 
might be ready. So far as the matter of priority is concerned, I ca 
not say anything in this matter. 


SHORT-NOTICE QUESTIONS. 

Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society, Limited, Calcutta. 

*295 A. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minisb 
in charge of the Department of Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebte< 
ness be pleased to state — 

(i) the object and functions of the Bengal Co-operative Organist 

tion Society, Limited, Calcutta; 

(ii) the names of the office-bearers of the said society since it 

inception ; and 

(Hi) how is that society financed and how its funds are utilised? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that considerable dfshatisfactioi 
has been experienced by its constituent members regarding the un 
satisfactory state of things inside that society ? 

( c ) If so, what steps have been taken and are proposed to be takei 
by the department to improve matters ? 

( d ) How many Co-operative Societies have been organised by 
society since its inception? 

(e) Is the Organisation of the Co-operative Societies the real scop* 
of that society; if not, why is that society so named? 
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(/) What amounts of money are granted to this society from year 
to year by the Government? 

(g) Is it a fact that the assistant editor of the journals published 
by the society, who is a full-time professor of the City College, is a 
relative of the Secretary and cannot give sufficient time and attention 
lor the improvement of the journals? 

(h) What are his emoluments and how long has he been in the ser- 
vice of the society? 

The Hott’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) The 

main objects of the society are to promote the co-operative movement 
in Bengal and to serve as a centre of co-operative activities in the pro- 
vince. The society is to carry on propaganda and publicity work; 
organise and develop diverse types of co-operative societies; secure a 
regular and efficient system of supervision over all registered societies; 
organise training classes for co-operative workers; act as an informa- 
tion bureau on the subject of co-operation; promote the study of the 
oo-operatiye movement and ascertain and represent the views of co- 
operators on questions of general and public importance relating to the 
movement. 

(») 

President. 

1926 to 1929 Mr. J. M. Mitra 
1930 Mr, S. K. Ganguly 


1931 to 1936 Dr. P. N. Banarji 


(m) The major portion of the society’s income is to come from 
subscriptions, and also a grant is given by Government. Members’ 
subscriptions, levied according to the rules, should bring an annual 
income of approximately Rs. 30,000, but during the last tour years the 
actual ccdketion of subscriptions has been respectively Rs. 7,609, 
Hs. 10,710, Rs. 7,083 and Rs. 4,699. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The department has taken steps to improve the management by 
[refusing permission to time-barred Directors. 

(d) No Co-operative Society except the Bengal Co-operative Insur- 
&ee Society has been organised by this society. 

(e) Organisation of Co-operative Societies is one of the functions 
f this society. 


Vice-President. Hony. Secretary. 

(1) Sir P. C. Roy . . Mr. S. K. Lahiri. 

(2) Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

( 1 ) Rai Bahadur Nagendra- Mr. S. K. Lahari. 
Nath Mukherji. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Md. Ibrahim. 

(1) Rai Bahadur Nagendra Mr. S. K. Lahiri. 
Nath Mukharji. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Md. Ibrahim. 
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(/) 


- Rs. 


1925-26 to 1929-30 

1930- 31 

1931- 32 

1932- 33 

1933- 34 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 


9.980 (annually 

8.980 

8.980 

7.980 
7,000 
6,500 
6,500 
6,500 


(g) The assistant editor of the journals is a relative of Mr. S. E 
Lahiri and was a professor of the City College until recently, and wa 
“not in a position to devote sufficient time to bring about the desire 
improvement of the journals. 

(h) He is reported to have been in the service of the society sine 
July 1927 on a pay of Rs. 100 per mensem. 


Baku NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister h 
pleased to state the nature of supervision which Government exercis 
over the Co-operative Organisation Society ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I mus 

ask for notice. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister awan 
that during the last few' years every year the Annual Conference of the 
Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society reported to the Governmeni 
(hat it was due to Government interference by acts of omission as 
well as commission the society could not function properly, and 1 they 
lequesled the Government to refrain from such interference in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aw r are of this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAU Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that so far as th« collection of 
subscription of this society goes, the former practice was that the 
Registrar used to help in the collection through his own men which 
he discontinued and as a result thereof collections have fallen off? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I might 
explain the position. It was the duty of the society to raise their 
own subscriptions ; as they failed to do so, they sent a request to th e 
Registrar and he was good enough to get the departmental officers t° 
help in realising the subscriptions from other numbers* "they did 90 
as long as they were reauested. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that many of the important functions stated 1 under his reply (i) have- 
been directly taken over by the Registrar under his own supervision,, 
e.g., co-operative training, etc., and the society could not properly 
function because of that direct interference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

answer is in the negative. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that several Central Banks have refused to pay their contribution 
10 the Co-operative Organisation Society owing to the inactivity or 
the uselessness of the society? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is my 

information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to his answer ( b ), what steps have been 
mken to remove the dissatisfaction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is diffi- 

( nit for me to answer this question, as it is a non-official body. 

Maulvi A-pDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. S. K. <&ahiri has again been elected and his election has been 
•questioned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, that ' 

is so. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (c), 
"ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have 
been taken by the Hon’ble Minister to improve the management of 
fhe Co-opflitetrce Organisation Society as he assured us on the floor of 
iliis House when he asked for the grant for this department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If I 

remember aright, I said in reply to the debate that I would ask my 
friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee and some of the other members who are 
interested in this movement to meet at a conference, but my friends 
knew how very much occupied we have been these days and it has not 
keen possible to do it. I have still that matter in my mind and I 
] °pe to db it sometime soon. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the removal of the time-barred' Directors is 
in his opinion the principal step that Government should take to 
improve the working of the society ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is 

certainly one of the steps. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any discrimina- 
tion has been made regarding the refusal of permission to time-barred 
Directors to stand for election? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware of it. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: With reference to ( b ), will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiries were 
made to the inner working of the society with a view to find out the 
causes of the dissatisfaction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It was 

pressed by the members at various meetings. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what exactly is the relationship between this ex- 

professor of the City College and the Secretary of the Co-operative 
Organisation Society? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

professor is the nephew of Mr. Lahiri. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to explain the term “nephew”, for in Bengali it is a perversive 
term and it may mean relationship of a very wide and distant nature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: , I ask for 

jeotice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is aware there are numerous professors of colleges 
aqd the University of Calcutta who are attached to journals even daily 
.journals, in the editorial staff, and they are carrying unsuccessfully 
their taorkf ' 

- • • * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs It may be 

* * * 


so. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether this society has got any connec- 
tion with the Bengal Co-operative Anti-malarial Society? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Recruitment of Auditors of the Co-operative Department. 

2&1. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for each district 
since 1933 , year by year, the number of auditors api>ointed from 
amongst — 

(i) supervisors attached to central banks; and 

(ii) outsiders? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether for the 
recruitment of auditors which is to take place shortly the principle of 
giving preference to such districts as failed to secure their due share of 
representation* will be followed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) A state- 
ment is placed on the Library table. 

( b ) The matter is under consideration but no undertaking can be 
given as in cases of promotion, merit and efficiency are taken as matters 
of prime consideration. 

Mr. MQ)tM0HAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the final appointment of the Auditors and Inspectors 
will depend upon his own discretion or of the department concerned? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I answered 

a large number of questions on this subject and I hope I made it cleft-r 
to the House that these appointments will be made on the results of 
an examination which will be held after the candidates have under- 
gone a training after they have been interviewed byv the Selection 

Board. : , . 
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Appointment of candidates over 25 years of age in the Co-operative 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 

282. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ct^operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether candidates over 25 years of age have been appointed in 
the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department; 
and 

(it) whether it is a fact that such candidates are eligible to pension 
by working for a comparatively shorter period than the 
ordinary candidates ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of not appointing candidates over 25 years 
of age in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) ( i ) Yes, for 
special reasons. 

(ii) No. An officer entering service after 25 years of age gets less 
pension than one who enters earlier. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state the special reasons on which these appointments 
will be made ? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The special 
reasons amongst others are efficiency and good work in the Co-opera- 
tive Department in the interior of the province. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the candidates over 25 years of age who are 
appointed were already in Government service or outsiders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: *1 must ask 
for notice. 

Inspectors and Auditors of the Co-operative Department. 

283. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of the appointments made in the last 5 years (1) 39 
inspectors, and (2) as auditors, district by district; and 
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(it) whether he is aware of any departmental circular or a resolution 
of a Co-operative Conference that preference will be given to 
the dependants of the persons connected with the departments 
as shareholders of central and rural societies? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the said circular or the said resolution was followed; and 

(it) whether the said circular or the said resolution was brought to 
the notice of the officers who were referred to for the nomi- 
nation of the candidates for the new appointments? 


(c) Is it a fact that 80 per cent, of the people connected with the 
department as shareholders of central and rural societies are Muslims? 

(d) If the answer to (<?) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what is the percentage? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate the desirability of giving 
appointment on the basis of that percentage? 

(/) Is it a fact that no appointment as inspector or as auditor has 
been given to any Muslim of the lessore district ? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, is the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of giving appointments so that the deficiency 
in appointments of Muslims of Jessore and other districts may be made 
‘up? 


The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) A state- 
ment is placed on the Library table. 

(ii) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

( c ) Yes, approximately, as far as available figures show. 

(d) Does not arise. 

( e ) The question of communal ratio in these appointments is now 
under consideration. 

if) Yes. 

(g) No guarantee as is asked can be given. But the whole question 
16 under consideration. 



2018 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Sept., 


Preservation of the historic ruins of Mahmudpur and Raigram in 

Jessore. 

284. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister- 
in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware — 

(i) of the historic importance of the Jora-Bungalow of Raigram, 

in the district of Jessore, that was erected by Menahati, the 
commander of Raja Sitaram; and 

(ii) of the present condition of the palace, temple and big tanks of 

Mahmudpur, in the district of Jessore, which are associated 
with the memory of Raja Sitaram P 


( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for preservation of the historic ruins of Mahmudpur and Raigram in 
Jessore ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: (a) The buildings and 

tanks, which are reported to be in ruins, are associated with the name 
of Raja Sitaram. 

(b) No. This is a matter for the Central and not the Provincial 
Government. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly give us an assurance that he will draw the attention of the ' 
Central Government so that they can take necessary steps? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the proper 
course is to move the authorities of the Government of India. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of moving the Government of India 
to take over these things under the Ancient Monuments Preservation 
Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: N o, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Am I to understand that the 
Provincial Government has nothing to do in all these things? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 
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Scheme of irrigating the Kaehi Kata Khal in the Monorhadi thana. 

285- Mr. 8. A. SALIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
qf the Communication and Works (Irrigation) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that administrative sanction was given to 
the scheme of irrigating the Kachi Kata Khal in the Monor- 
hadi thana of the Narainganj subdivision; and 

(n) whether it is a fact that the then District Magistrate did not 
agree to the scheme? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (//) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for the disagreement? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this year the water rushed to 
the outlying area and damaged the standing crop? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate giving effect to the 
scheme and thereby redressing the long felt grievance of the locality? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) A petition was received from a large number of local people 
protesting against the scheme. The Collector agreed with the peti- 
tioners and recommended the abandonment of the scheme. 

(h) It was stated in the petition that the channel from Kachi Kata 
Khal to the old Lakma river had silted up completely and that its 
*re-excavation would involve the demolition of homesteads and 
graveyards. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: With reference to answers ( c ) and (e), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why the Govern- 
ment are not giving effect to the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasim* 

bazar: My reply is contained in (h). 

/ 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Sub-^ 
divisional Officer got the people of the locality to sign a petition pro- 
testing against the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware of any such scheme. 
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Muslim clerks in the various departments of the Medical College. 


286. Haji Maulvi TOFEL AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will th 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self 
Government Department be pleased to lay on the table a statemen 
showing for the various departments of the Medical College includinj 
the School of Tropical Medicine — 

(i) the total number of officers and clerks; and 

(ii) the number of Muslim, Hindu and Christian officers and clerks! 


(h) Is it a fact that the number of Muslims is far below th« minimum 
standard ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, d< 
the Government intend taking in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) A statement is laic 
on the table. 

(h) As regards officers, no percentage is prescribed except for those 
who belong to the Bengal Medical Service. So far as these lattei 
officers are concerned, their percentage is fixed on the total strength oi 
the cadre and not by institutions. 

As regards clerks in the Medical College, the answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(c) The deficit of the Muslim proportion in the clerical service will 
be made up in the course of time as vacancies occur. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No . 286. 



Medical College, 
Calcutta. 

A 

School of Tropical 
Medicine, Calcutta. 

A. 


r 

Number of 
officers. 

Number of 
clerks. 

/ 

Number of 
officers. 

Number of 
clerks. 

Muslims 

4 

4 

Nil 

4 

Hindus 

36 

16 

18 

6 

Christians 

6 

Nil 

3 

1 

Total 

46 

20 

21 

11 
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GOVERNMENT BILL, 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Witn reterence 
to the points mentioned by you on Saturday last as to whether some 
of the amendments seeking to make realisation of abwab a penal 
offence, I venture to think that they are decidedly outside the scope 
of the Bill. The Bill only proposes to insert section 58 of the existing 
Act in connection with the realisation of abwabs. Section 58 only 
contemplates a civil remedy and it is not a penal clause in my 
opinion. Besides the points mentioned 1 by you, I venture to mention 
a few more. I would draw your attention to clause 58(7) where it 
is mentioned that any fine imposed or compensation awarded under 
this section has to be realised as a civil demand under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act. I also venture to draw your attention to the 
use of the words Civil Procedure Code in sub-clause (8). It does not 
contemplate the procedure under the Criminal Procedure Code but 
only under the Civil Procedure Code. I also draw your attention to 
sub-clause (o) where the compensation that may be awarded by the 
Collector for frivolous complaints by any raiyat is purely a civil 
remedy. If it were a criminal offence, then it was not necessary to 
mention compensation and to provide for a special provision here in 
this Act and the matter could have been left to the provisions of 
section 211 of the Indian Penal Code. On these grounds I think that 
these amendments are definitely outside the scope of the Bill. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I submit that the amend- 
ment is in order because in clause 18 a new section 74A is sought to 
he inserted imposing penalty upon landlords who realise any imposi- 
tion declared under section 74, sub-section (/), to be illegal. In the 
matter of enquiry as to how the penalty is to be imposed, it is said 1 
that the procedure that has been adopted under section 73 and section 
58(d) to (8) will follow. 1 must admit that the enquiry necessitated 
by sub-sections (3) to (8) is of a civil nature. It is clear from sub- 
jections (7) and (8) that for the purpose of an enquiry under this 
section the Collector shall have power to summon and enforce the 
attendance of witnesses and compel the production of documents in 
the same manlier as provided in the Civil Procedure Code, 1908, but 
here the amendment proposes that the penalty is sought to be impos- 
e d upon landlords who realise abwabs under section 74(2) of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. But the case is that though the penalty sought 
to be imposed will be of a criminal nature, whoever being a landlord 

his agent^ exacts from a tenant any imposition declared under sec- 
tion 74(2) to be illegal shall be punished with simple imprisonment 
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and the provision of the Criminal Procedure Code shall apply to prc 
ceedings under this section. Of course, it will be of a crimim 
nature no doubt but that will make no difference. The only questio 
is that there is a differences in procedure in the matter of imposin 
penalty upon the landlord. The main thing to be considered is th 
imposition of the penalty. By the new section that is sought to b 
introduced in the Bengal Tenancy Act it is sought to impose 
penalty upon the landlord, while the amendment that is sought to b 
moved to this amendment is also to impose a penalty upon the land 
lord. By the amending Bill the only procedure to be adopted is o 
a civil nature but by the amendment that is sought to be moved by u 
the procedure will be of a criminal nature. It will not make an; 
differences because it will not come within the purview eft the Bill 
Our amendment seeks to impose a penalty 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you realise the difference between 
penalty and a punishment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I do realise the different 
and the amendment to section 74A wants to impose a penalty thoug] 
it is of a criminal nati&e. There is no difference because under th 
.'Government of India Act we have the power to deal with crimina 
matters and you will find that under the Bengal General Clauses Ac 
an offence, as defined under sub-section {3) f shall mean any act o: 
omission made punishable by any law for the time being in force, s< 
under the civil law if an act or omission which can be made punish 
able by any law’ for the time being in force is an offence, ther 
certainly the Criminal Procedure Code must apply, as we find thai 
the Criminal Procedure Code not only deals with offences under thf 
Penal Code but offences under any other law\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you realise the difference in language 
between the Act of 1907 and the present Tenancy Bill? In 1907 the 
language w T as “punished with fine” and the present language is 
Pliable to the same penalty”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It does not make any differ- 
ence because that show’s that the Civil Procedure Code way to apply 
in “liable to fines”. Hence it is not sought to be punished with fine. 
My submission to you is that there is no difference though ihienf a 
criminal nature. * The only question is the imposition of a penalty. 

Mflulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Hon’ble Minister *has not 
referred to any rule or any section of any law in saying that this is 
out of order. He also does riot say that it is not within the competence 
of this House to provide for a criminal remedy. , JheTefb| , e the* only 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


J937.1 

question is whether this can come under an amendment. The proposi- , 
tion is that a person who may realise an abwab may be liable to fines 
to be impoSfed by the Collector. To that otir question is whether any 
member is entitled to suggest or to propose that an alternatiy# punish- 
ment should be provided for instead of a civil remedy. What 
Mr. Datta says may not be quite correct. The Bill proposes that a 
civil remedy should be applied whereas an amendment like this pro- 
poses that a criminal remedy should be applied. That is what an 
amendment means. If the proposition is to give effect to a certain 
act, the amendment says that it must have certain other effects of a 
similar nature. It is punishment all the same — whether it is imposed 
bv the Collector or any other body and whether the legislature will 
think of imposing one kind of punishment or another comes within the 
purview of the amendment. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, you your- 
self raised a point that there is some distinction between liable to fine 
and punished with fine. May I remind you that in the Indian Penal 
Code there are many substantive sections in which the only penalty 
is a fine. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The Hon’ble Minister lias s&i(f 
that the amendment proposes that the Criminal Procedure Code may 
he applied to the collection of illegal abwabs. In your ruling which 
you circulated the other day you said that under Standing Rule 44(1} 
an amendment must Ibe relevant to and within the scope of the question 
to which it is proposed. The Bill which is limited in its scope or object 
cannot create any more extensions of rights beyond the provisions and . 
principles of the Bill and the scope of a Bill has to be determined with 
reference to its preamble and its aims and objects and with due regard 
to the citations and provisions in the Bill itself. 

Sir, in this Bill in item No. 4 of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons the member in charge has laid down: “Imposing summary 
penalty for the exaction of abwabs ”. Now, Sir, “imposing summary 
penalty’ 1 — this is an additional section added to section 74 as section^ 
?4A. In it it has been mentioned that whatever be the penalty that 
was proposed under section 50A of the Bengal Tenancy Act — that will 
he the* penalty according to this section. Supposing summary penalty 
is imposed, but* it does not define that it will be only according to the 
r ‘Nil procedure code. If the legislature thinks that the Collector or 
the Magistrate who imposed a fine to the extent of Rs. 50 m his summary 
capacity, we lay down here that the criminal law will have cognizance 

the case of exactions of illegal abwabs . If it is either within the 
“^■ope of the Objects and Reasons or even without the scope of the Bill* 
I submit, Sir, it <iannot be ruled out. 
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. Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think it is necessary to discuss thii 
* matter in any more detail, but I can assure the House that througbou 
this Bengal Tenancy legislation no other matter has given toe a greatei 
amount of worry and anxiety as this clause before I came to the con- 
clusion as to whether these particular amendments are within the soop< 
of the Bill or not. My difficulty is that in a Bill of this nature wt 
should always remember that this Bill is of a restricted character. Thai 
it is of a restricted character not only appears from the Preamble bul 
also from the other provisions and from the many pronouncements made 
by the Hon’ble Minister in charge as well as by different party leaders 
on the floor of this House. If I were ordinarily merely to look at the 
Preamble, I should have ruled out many of the amendments which 
have come before the House. If I am merely to look at the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons, I should take a similar procedure. But 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed in drawing my attention to my ruling had 
forgotten one important proviso to it and that is that it is in considera- 
tion of these three things together, viz., the Preamble, the aims and 
objects, and the citations and provisions, but not taking any one ot 
them in isolation, that amendments within the scope of the Bill should 
be determined. And I am following the same procedure in that I am 
not merely taking the Preamble or the aims and objects, or the citations 
and provisions separately but I am taking all these together. I think 
1 have made it definitely clear that so far as the question of competency 
is concerned, this House can create an offence and punish it in any 
way it chooses and likes and the only question, as Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan has pointed out, is as to whether this amendment is within the 
scope of the Bill. I think that I referred yesterday to a ruling reported 
in 9 C.W.N. (page 816), in which under the old Act it was considered 
an offence, and if the present language is compared with the old 
language then everybody will realize that this change was deliberately 
made to change a criminal offence into a civil liability, viz., the former 
language was that he should be punished with a fine which may amount 
to Rs. 50. An honourable member has pointed to the General Clauses 
Act. Not only that but to the definition under the Criminal Procedure 
Code an offence is one which is punishable under any law. This was 
an offence prior to 1907 and it involved procedure under the provisions 
of the Criminal Procedure Code before a man could be convicted. That 
was deliberately changed under section 58. If Government has merely 
provided that they wanted to inflict a summary penalty, the position 
would have been different, but, now', I find that they want to provide a 
summary procedure. My difficulty is that so long as Government wants 
it to be taken up in a particular manner, I have no other alternative 
but to feel that all these amendments which provide a criminal remedy 
are ultra vires. I am not considering them as to whether they are 
ethically right or ethically wrong. That is not my function. As 1 
have said, this House has full powers in proper time and manner to 
discuss this matter. But I feel that in view of this change of language 
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and in view of the definite provision that it is intended to impose a„ 
summary penalty in regard to the exaction of illegal abwabs and jn 
view of the fact that at the moment Government does not want to make 
it a criminal remedy, you have not only to revise the procedure ibut 
the whole structure of the particular provision. I feel that the struc- 
ture and design of section 58 A is such that it only opens up civil 
remedy but not criminal remedy. It is open to this House Iby fresh 
legislation to make it a penal offence if it likes. But so far as the 
present Bill is concerned, I rule that all these amendments in the nature 
of a provision for criminal penalty are out of order. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I know what is the 
capacity of a Collector even under section 58? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I think you know the difference between a 
Magistrate and a Collector. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I be allowed to move a 
short-notice amendment with regard to clause 18 after this ruling of 
yours ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, if I think it necessary I am quite prepared 
to allow it, but I think I had better adjourn the House for 20 minutes 
for prayer at this stage. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, before you proceed 
further, may I make a statement regarding the ruling you have just 
given in connection with the section relating to abwabs ? I find, Sir, 
that there is some misunderstanding regarding the attitude of Govern- 
ment in this matter. It was never the intention of Government to 
shirk its responsibility if the House would decide that the exaction of 
abwabs was to Ibe a penal and cognisable offence. But after you pointed 
out on Saturday that it was doubtful whether a provision like that 
could come within the scope of the amending Bill, the Government 
considered the matter and they thought that although the point was not 
absolutely clear it was one which was not free from difficulty. I may 
remind the House that in 1907 the Government of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam did intend to introduce legislation in order to make the taking 
°f abwabs a criminal offence. For some reason or other the proposal 
w as dropp'ed and the idea did not materialise and after that this pro- 
position of making the exaction of abwabs a criminal offence did not 
come up before the legislature. Now, Sir, we have thought that with 
a view to avoid complications and to be on the safe side, it is better 
59 
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that the provision for making the exaction of abwabs a criminal offenc< 
flHpuld be. made by a separate piece of legislation and it is always open 
as has been pointed out by you, Sir, to any member of the House whethe: 
Government member or private member — to bring in a legislation ii 
order to deal with this matter in any particular way. No question o 
ultra vires can then arise. It is only a question of few months fo: 
legislation in that direction to be undertaken instead of taking up t 
doubtful course which may or may not have been correct; so Govern 
ment decided that the view that it is not within the scope of the Bil 
should be upheld, but if you had decided that it was within the scope 
of the Bill then of course Government would certainly have accepter 
that decision and voted accordingly. 

At the present moment I would request those who seem to be dis- 
satisfied with this ruling to take it as a clear indication on your pari 
and also on the part of Government that this matter can be dealt with 
by this House by a fresh legislation and we consider that it would be 
safer of the two mtehods. In view of this I think any misunderstand- 
ing on this point by any member of this House will disappear. I have 
not got anything further to add. g hope members will realise that their 
decision does in no way encroach upon the privilege of the members of 
this House to bring forward legislation of a particular character at any 
time, and this particular decision is certainly within the privilege of 
every member of this House. It is a question of time, whether it is 
decided now or three months hence. 


Clause 18. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that in clause 18 
in proposed section 74A in line 1 for the word “exacts” the word 
“realises” be substituted. 

I think, Sir, that the remedy that the Government Bill proposes to 
provide for checking this widespread evil of realising abwabs by land- 
lords from their tenants will be altogether futile and inadequate for the 
purpose. Abwabs have been prevalent in Bengal from time immemorial 
and attempts have been made now and then by the Government to put 
a stop to it. But in spite of their efforts nothing substantial has been 
achieved so far. Vou will remember, Sir, only the other day in answer 
to a question to the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy he said that 
in the district of Midnapore abwabs were being merrily realised by the 
landlords from their tenants and nothing effective had yet been done 
to put a stop to it* I think, Sir, the present proposition of the Govern- 
ment to provide a civil penalty to prevent the realisation of abwabs 
will prove to be absolutely futile — it will be simply tinkering with the 
problem. Probably the people who are interested and affected by the 
realisation of abwabs will be deceived for some time, but beyond that 
no practical remedy will be available to the people. But what surprises 
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me is that $ven in this rather lukewarm proposal of the Government i^ 
is said in the proposed clause that only when a landlord or his agent 
exacts from his tenants something in the nature of abwabs he will be 
liable to some punishment. Is it at all possible for a poor tenant to 
prove that abwabs have been exacted from him? In the word “exact” 
there is the sense of some force being used in the matter of realisation 
of a thing. Therefore it will !be absolutely impossible for the tenants 
to prove that abwabs have been exacted from him. On the other hand, 
I think so far as the realisation of this abwab is concerned although no 
actual force is used, a subtler force is used : when the landlord or his 
powerful agent says “you must pay this,” the tenant in the position in 
which he is placed has hardly the courage to say “no” to such a 
demand. Therefore in the eye of law it may not be exacting, but in 
fact it is really so. So if you put the word “exacts” in this clause the 
purpose will be altogether frustrated. 

Now, Sir, as the amendment regarding providing for criminal 
offence has been ruled out of order I think we are not at all enamoured 
of the section that is going to be provided. We are not much interested 
even if this clause if also withdrawn by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill but the proposal which 1 am now placing before the House 
<o substitute the word “exacts” by the word “realises” I think will be 
easily acceptable to the House. With these few words, Sir, 1 place my 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Biswas, your amendment is 
beyond scope. 

Mr, RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I have got another short notice 
amendment which 1 have submitted to the office along with the amend- 
ments. I have got several amendments in that list as you declare them 
out of the scope I intend to move this amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid your amendment has come too late. 
You sent it on the 27th and it was received in office at 1-53 p.m. You 
can very well understand that even if I had got one day’s time I would 
have considered it. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: We were not quite sure of your 
filing regarding our amendment in the printed list. Your ruling came 
to us like a thunderbolt and I appeal to you to allow us some latitude. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid, I cannot do it. 

Th« Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I have not yet 
a copy of the amendment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appreciate but let understand wha 
Str. Biswas has got to say. Mr. Biswas, what is the purpose of you 
amendment. 

Mr/ftASIK LAL BISWAS: The purpose of my amendment is t 
provide for a greater penalty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: For the purpose of that thereus section 64A. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWA8: That is for refusal to receive rent 
Here I have taken some clauses from section 58. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite open to this House to increase th 
amount under an amendment like that. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: And the purpose of my amendmen 
also is that cognisance may be taken by any revenue officer not beloT 
the rank of a Deputy Collector. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot accept it at this late stage 
If it is a verbal or minor one I would have considered it. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will you kindly allow me to explain 
I want that for section 74A the following shall be substituted: — 

“If a landlord or his agent realises from a tenant any impositioi 
declared under sub-section (2) of section 74 to be illegal such landlon 
or agent, as the case may be, shall Ibe liable to pay a fine not exceeding 
Hs. 200 and not below Iis. 100 to be imposed after enquiry Iby a revenui 
officer not below the rank of a Deputy Collector. The revenue office: 
may hold an enquiry under sub-section (2) either on information receivet 
from a subordinate revenue officer or a President of a Union Board o 
a member of a Local Board or District Board or of a legislature or upoi 
a complaint by the party aggrieved, made within six months from th< 
date of realisation and the provisions of sub-sections (4) to (8) of tin 
said section relating to enquiry, appeal, fine, compensation and proce- 
dure shall, mutatis mutandis and so far as may be apply to proceeding' 
under this section. ” 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite feel that your amendment is in ordei 
and if there was time for it I would certainly ha\e permitted it. Bui 
I find that your amendment was not given on Saturday last. It was 
received in this office at 1-53 p.m. You did not know what my deci- 
sion would be at 1-53. You ought to have done it on Saturday and I 
am afraid that at this stage it is impossible for me to accept it as a 
short notice amendment and there will be many objections. To allow 
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a short notice amendment would be permitting a procedure which is ' 
not warranted by any principle unless I get sufficient notice to consider 
it. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will you kindly take the opinion of 
the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, T can do that but if there is a substantive 
objection to it I will not allow it. 

May I know if anybody has any objection. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Yes, Sir, I have objection. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I strongly object because I 
have not got a copy of the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I am afraid you cannot move your 
amendment. 

Babui JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
18 in proposed section 74 A in lines 6 to 11 for the words beginning with 
“the same penalty” and ending with “proceedings under this sec- 
tion” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“A compensation not exceeding rupees fifty to be imposed after a 
regular suit in the civil court.” 

• The amendment seeks to provide that the word “compensation” 
should be used in respect of what is to be imposed on a landlord who 
realises from a tenant an imposition to which the landlord is not 
entitled. I merely say that instead of the amount being realised 
according to the provisions of section 58 as a penalty, it should be 
realised as compensation the amount not exceeding Rs. 50, which is 
to be realised after a regular suit in a civil court. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of order, Sir, This 
amendment is not in order because a similar provision is to be found 
in the Act itself in section 75 that a regular suit can be instituted in 
the civil court for the realisation of compensation and the amount may 
he Rs. 200. The section reads as follows: “Every tenant from whom, 
except under any special enactment for the time being in force, any 
sum of money or any portion of the produce of his land is exacted by 
his landlord in excess of the rent or road cess or public works cess or 
interest lawfully payable, may subject to the second proviso to sec- 
tion 74(2) within six months from the date of the exaction, institute 
a suit to recover from the landlord, in addition to the amount or value 
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of what is so exacted, such sum by way of pejjjUty' as Jthe cour 
thinks fit, not exceeding two hundred rupees" Ql* whpii dodhle .tin 
amount or value of what is so exacted exceeds two hundred rupees, no 
^exceeding double that amount or value. ” So there is pfoyjsion in tin 
Act Itself for the institution of a regular suit for compensation amount 
ing to Rs. 200 and here the hon’ble member moves that a regulai 
suit is to be insttiuted for compensation not exceeding Rs. ”50 whicl 
contravenes section 75. So my submission is that it ia not in-order 

Babul JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, this clause refers to sec 
tion 74(7) where there is reference to all impositions under tht 
denomination of abivab, mahat or other like appellations. In spite o: 
the provisions of section 74 (7) there was section 75. Therefore wher 
those sections were framed it was considered that separate provision* 
were necessary, otherwise there would not have been one kind of pro- 
vision in section 74 and another kind in section 75. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Section 74 deals merely with 
an enquiry to be held by the Collector and section 75 deals with a suit 
and my friend wants to cause a suit to be instituted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: See •tion 74 A which is now pro- 
posed to be incorporated deals with the penalty for such illegal exac- 
tions and section 75 deals with compensation which the party is 
entitled to. So these two sections are quite different. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, will a proceeding as you have sug- 
gested in this section bar a proceeding under section 75? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Tt will not: you have an indepen- 
dent. right of action. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It will be a bar because f<& the 
same cause of action there cannot be two suits. Under section 75 a 
suit can be instituted to recover compensation amounting to Rs. 200 and 
under section 74A as proposed by my friend a suit can be instituted 
for compensation not exceeding Rs. 50 to be imposed after a regular 
suit in the civil court. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: This would have been in order only 
if section 75 was also amended in a certain way. 

Mir. SPEAKER: I cannot, go to the length of saying that so far as 
the object of Mr. Basu’s amendment is concerned it is beyond scope 
but I can feel it has been so clumsily drafted using the language 
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word which haj»e # ,been ;*ised in sections 75 and 58 that there will be a 
sort W raiilti^licity of action by the tenant in case this section is 
amended. Idtf not' say it is out of order but the difficulty is that you 
have added, tire word “compensation” whereas the word compensation 
carries a quite distinct and definite sense of action under seofibn 75 
which is exactly the same remedy as provided in section 58. 

Babul JATINDRA NATH BASU : May I point out to you, Sir, that 
section 74 refers to certain kinds of impositions. 

Mir, SPEAKER: I quite agree. I do not say that it is out of 
order. What you intended is in order but what you have given is in 
conflict. 

Babui JATINDRA NATH BASU : For instance a landlord in suing 
a tenant for arrears of rent may simply claim interest or he may claim 
damages. 

M lr. SPEAKER: I cannot say your amendment is out of order but 
I will warn the House that in case this amendment is carried it will 
open a multiplicity of action on the part of the tenant. I would 
advise you not to press your amendment. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: May I draw your attention to 
section 58 of the Bengal Tenancy Act which lays down that for any 
infringement of the right of collection impositions will he made by the 
# Collector after summary enquiiy. Therefore it cannot be said that a 
tenant will have to go to the civil court. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Do you agree will me, Mr. Basu. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Under the Bengal Tenancy Act 
if any landlord receives in addition to the rent Anything either in cash 
or kind, such as a single maund of paddy, the tenant is entitled to 
institute a suit. 

Mir. SPEAKER: I do not deny that. 

Babu JATINQRA NATH BASU: As regards giving compensation 
for an abwab, it refers to such instances, namely, that if there is ft 
adding in the zamindar’s family and the zainindar exacts a toll of 
®' e - 1 per tenant towards the marriage expenses then the tenant can sue 
the zemindar. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you want to press your amendment, Mr. Basu? 
In view of the language you have used in drafting the amendment, I 
find that it is distinctly misleading. 

Bflfou JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I admit that the language 
is not very happy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you had better abandon it. I will how- 
ever allow you to speak later on this subject. 

Matilvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 18 in pro- 
posed section 74A in line 8 for the figures, word and brackets “(4) to 
(8)” the figures, words and brackets “(4) and (6) to (8)” be sub- 
stituted. 

I also beg to move, Sir, that in clause 18 in proposed section 74A 
in line 9 the words “compensation” be omitted. 

Now, Sir, I want to make my position perfectly clear and in doing 
so it will have to be necessary for me to refer to section 5# of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. The members of this House — 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI:I rise on a point of order, 
Sir. As section 58 is not exposed to amendment, I submit amend- 
ment No. 655 is irregular. 

Ml-. SPEAKER: Mr. Bari is quite in order for the simple reason 
that the remedy proposed by section 58A is the remedy proposed by # 
Government and if anybody wanted to propose an amendment in 
respect of that! section it would have been quite open for him to do so 
without touching the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Section 58 only provides that if a landlord 
refuses to grant a receipt to the tenant after he makes payment of his 
rent, the remedy that is given to the tenant is to file an application 
before the Collector and the Collector after making an enquiry can 
impose a fine on the zemindar or his agent concerned. Sub-section 
(5) of this section provides that in a case where the Collector finds 
that the application filed by the tenant is frivolous or vexatious, then 
the Collector in his turn will award a compensation of Rs. 50 to the 
zemindar. The .difficulty is that abwabs are being realised throughout 
the province by the zemindars or by their agents with the connivance 
of the zemindars and to such an extent that it has taken a strong foot- 
hold in the minds of the tenant that the zemindars have almost the 
legal right of realising abwabs from the tenants. Of course, Sir, it 
would have been a very happy day for us and for the tenantry of Benal 
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if the realisation of ahxcahs had been made a penal offence ; but in view 
of the fact that the ruling given by you that the amendment which 
sought to bring about a provision like that is out of order, I think the 
omission of this sub-section (5) should give us at least some relief. I 
submit this much that generally we find that our tenants are* very 
loath to go and complain against their zemindars, not because they do 
not like to have any remedy but because they are afraid of their land- 
lords and their agents that if they make any complaints against them, 
the result will be that a multiplicity of suits would be brought against 
them and their lives would be made miserable and that is the reason 
why they do not like to move against the zemindars. Furthermore, 
when they want to proceed against the zemindars, hardly do they find 
any witness to support their case. In addition to thiB if the tenant fails 
to prove his case, then the zemindar would be awarded a compensation 
of Rs. 50. That will deter a tenant from proceeding against the 
zemindar because there will be always the fear in his mind that he 
might not find witnesses to support his case. So, naturally the object 
will be defeated. If the Court, finds it a false case, and it is well 
known that there are people who for want of money and witnesses can- 
not prove a case and those who practise in Criminal Courts know very 
well that a case, although a very true one, often falls through for 
want of evidence, a compensation is awarded against him. That is 
the very thing that is imposed by the inclusion of sub-section (5) of 
section 58. It is for this reason that I want to delete sub-section (5). 

I find that there is a feeling in the minds of my Muslim friends that in 
view of the fact that the clause which sought to impose a penal pro- 
vision for the realisation of an abwab has been overruled the whole 
•clause should be withdrawn. With regard to that, I would like to 
say this much that half a loaf is better than no loaf. Of course, it is 
like the cry of a petulent child, who, because he wants more, wou. 
not have what is given. At least some provisions ought to be made m 
order to make it more effective. T know it is insufficient and ineffective 
but still it is something. So long as it remains on the statute book, 
let us make the best use of it. Le us go to mufassal and tell the 
people there that we have tried to get as much as possible. If there 
be one- or two cases of a zemindar or his agent being fined Rs* 1 
think cases for the exaction of abteabs will gradually disappear. ere 
fore for the present I would request my friend on this side, to aooep 
the provision of the Bill as amended by several amendments anc en 
try to bring in a legislation at the very next session either by Gov- 
ernment or by a non-official member. With these observations, I beg 
to press for tbe Acceptance of the motion standing in my name. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is amendment No. 658 necessary? I would draw 
the Kazi Sahib’s attention-T am not saying that bis amendment is 
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out of order — to section 74 which refers to all impositions upon tenant 
under the denomination of abwab, mathut or other like appellations ii 
excess of the rent. They are two separate things, and the Kazi Sahil 
wants both to be considered as the same. The new section 74A state 
that a zemindar shall be liable to same penalty for exacting from i 
tenant anything under the denomination of abwab , etc. I do noi 
understand why he thinks section 75 does not relate to abwabs. I d( 
not think it is necessary for him to move. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, the amendment may be 
moved just to remove our apprehension. 

Mr, SPEAKjER: Very well, Kazi Sahib may move it 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 18 aftei 
the proposed section 74A the following proviso be added, namely : — 

4 ‘Provided that summary penally inflicted on a landlord for exac- 
tion of abwabs , etc., mentioned in this section shall not operate as a 
bar to a tenant’s seeking relief by a suit under section 75. 

Sir, 1 think realisation of anything in excess of rent also comes 
under the denomination of abwab . Therefore I beg to move my amend- 
ment and in doing so I may state that it is a matter of common know- 
ledge now that this abwab is being realised by landlords well as their 
officers without the least hesitation. They do it not as a matter o£ 
favour hut they think that they have got some right to do it and the 
attitude that Government takes in this respect is also something which 
is not desirable at all. It is now also within the knowledge of the 
Government that this abwab is actually being realised. In answer to a 
question put in this House the other dav the Hon’ble Minister was kind 
enough to tell us that this practice lias been obtaining from time 
immemorial as though he was giving the sanctity to the custom that 
prevailed. A departmental enquiry was held on the representation 
to the Government of 400 men and a result of that representation it was 
found by the officers of Government that abwab was being actually reali- 
sed in Midnapore district. But what did Government do? The 
Government ought to have ordered prosecution but instead of doing so 
they simply asked the District Officer to warn those responsible for the 
realisation of abwalj , This shows that Government did not want to 
stop this abwab. If they had a mind to stop the abwab they would 
ha\e ordered prosecution in the case of landlords when they were found 
to be exacting abwab , but instead of doing so thev have simply asked 
their officers to warn the zemindars and their officers. Now, Sir, it 
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is a corrupt practice of singular nature no doubt. We hear of corrupt 
practices prevailing in various spheres of life. We hear of corrupt 
practices prevailing among officers of law courts; but there even the 
court officers if they take anything take is in lieu of some services 
rendered* by them. But here in this particular case the zemindar and 
his men realise -'these abwabs buf do not give anything in exchange 
thereof. I again say that if a court officer takes bribe he does it in 
lieu of some service rendered, but neither the landlord nor his agent 
gives anything in return for the abwabs. It is therefore exaction pure 
and simple. So some drastic measure ought to be taken against the 
landlord or his agent whoever realises in excess of his rents or exacts 
anything of the nature of an abwah. We have got in the Act itself 
section 75 which provides that whenever a landlord or his agent really 
exacts anything of the nature of an abicab the tenant may by a suit 
recover from him in addition to the amount exacted such amount oi 
amounts as the court thinks fit not exceeding Its. 200 and where double 
the amount exacted, exceeds two hundred rupees not excetding double 
that amount. But I have my doubt that if the proposed summary remedy 
in the proposed clause 74A be taken assistance of that itself may be a 
bar against his proceedings under section 75. Section 75 provides a 
remedy and section 74A wants al^o to piovide a remedy, so if might not 
be argued that because 1 a man has sought for a relief under section 74 A 
therefore he would be precluded fiom instituting a suit for recovering 
the relief that* is provided under section 75. I say, Sir, that the 
tenant should not be denied either privilege and thai the proposed 
section 74A should not be taken as an alternative of section 75 but as 
one in addition to the provision of that section. I therefore com- 
mend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I beg to move that in clause 
1<S after the proposed section 74A, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

Provided that this section shall not be a bar to his prosecution 
under the Indian Penal Code or any other law for the time being in 
force .’ 9 

Abwabs or illegal exactions have been taken objection to for a long 
bine by the tenant and his compatriots but up to this time Govern- 
ll]t *nt did not come forward with any measure of relief to save the 
leilmi t °^t of this difficulty. This year the so-called popular Govern- 
'luuit were expected to bring forward some such legislation which 
^ught penalise the landlords or his agents who take such illegal grati- 
nations. Unfortunately they have brought forward a clause which 
, s D °t Quite in conformity with the promises which some of our 
e aders made at the time of the last election. The history of this 
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abwah takes us back to the middle of the 19th century. After the 
Regulation conferring permanent settlement on the landlords in 1793 
the greedy landlords began to exact money from the tenants in such 
a way that some of the tenants of North Bengal, especially of Pabna 
had to revolt against the landlords. Consequently the first Bengal 
Tenancy Act was enacted when some of the illegal exactions were 
legalised in the shape of enhancement of rent. Subsequently this Act 
was remodelled in 1885 but in spite of that the illegal exactions went 
on in the nature of salami and other tilings. Then this salami again 
was legalised in 1928. In spite of all that the greedy landlords and 
their agents did not stop but they w r ent on realising the abwabs. Now 
that the salami is going to be abolished it is expected that some strin- 
gent measures should be enacted to check these illegal exactions. 
Unless and until some law is provided to prevent exactions in lieu of 
the salami , the agents of the landlord or the landlord himself will try 
to compensate his loss of the salami by exacting illegal abwabs and 
other things. In this proposed proviso, I submit that I want to apply 
some provision of the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure 
Code to penalise such landlord or his agent. If the House is pleased 
to accept this amendment, then the landlord or his agent will he 
checked to some extent. With these ( remarks, Sir, I submit that this 
proviso may be added to the proposed section 74A of clause 18. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I propose to support clause 18 
but I oppose the amendment moved by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. I 
desire to point out that if a criminal act is committed in realising 
money which a landlord or his agent is entitled to realise, then under 
the ordinary law of the country, the matter becomes subject to tli£ 
provisions of the Indian Penal Code. It is necessary that there 
should be a saving clause in this measure to ensure that a guilty 
person should be dealt with, as the offender would be brought under 
the law in the ordinary course, even if there is no provision. Such a 
provision is redundant and it is not legally necessary. There is one 
factor in the life of this province which is probably lost sight of in 
measures of this nature. Is it or is it not to the interests of this 
province that with the combined efforts of all sections this province 
should be raised to a higher level, and that there should be amity and 
peace amongst all sections. If opportunities are given to the land- 
lord and the tenant to proceed against each other in a criminal court 
or before quasi-criminal authorities, the result will be an accentuation 
of ill feeling between them. Taking the present as also the future of 
the province into consideration it is necessary that they should li ve 
in amity. If a landlord has made an exaction which under the law 
he is not entitled to make, there is nothing to prevent the injured 
party from proceeding against the landlord either in a civil or in a 
criminal court. Mr. Abdul Bari has said that abwabs are realised id 
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very large sums every day. If he will look through the records of 
the civil courts and of the criminal courts of this province he will 
find that tenants very well know what their rights are, and what they 
can 4o, if they choose, so far as their relations with the landlords are 
concerned. For instance, look at the number of civil suits in this 
province. Why is the percentage of rent suits so high? Most of the 
sails that are filed in the subordinate civil courts are rent suits. Why 
is it so? What is the explanation? You have a very large subordi- 
nate judiciary simply for the purpose of hearing rent suits. If the 
tenants delay the realisation of landlord’s rent by filing defences in 
these suits, do you think that if they have any grievance against the 
landlords they would not take necessary action against the landlords? 
The tenants now-a-days are not so blind to their rights and privileges 
as probably they used to be in days gone by. They have become 
veiy alert and wide-awake and their representatives always remind 
them of what their rights are. Where is the necessity of bringing 
into this Bengal Tenancy Bill a special provision that a tenant might 
proceed in a particular way? He has the right to proceed before a 
civil court and before a criminal court if a. sum is unjustly realised 
or is attempted to be realised by the landlord. Then as regards the 
procedure about the Collector issuing a summons and proceeding with 
the matter in a summary way it may be that the landlord may have 
some claim in excess of the rent. For instance, a tenant has the 
right to cut trees, to make excavations for the purpose of irrigation 
hut if a tenant converts his agricultural land into a brick-field and 
thereby injures the productivity of the soil, then the landlord is 
justified in proceeding against the tenant for the recovery of damages. 
And even in such cases, those are matters which are entirely of a civil 
nature and ought to be tried in the civil courts, because it is a ques- 
tion of civil right. But you send him to the Collector who has to 
(leal with the collection of revenue, then the procedure proposed to be 
adopted is a summary procedure in a case where important civil 
rights are going to be adjudicated upon. Sir, that would mean in- 
justice to the landlord. Take for instance the Collector of a district 
"'ho is the registered owner of a khas mahal or the owner of an 
estate which is under the administration of the Court of Wards and 
is under the Board of Revenue. Some amla or agent of the land- 
lord, who, in this instance, is practically the Government, goes and 
realizes some dues and money unjustly from the tenants. Then the 
provision that is intended to be applied by this clause is that the 
landlord may be summoned to appear before the Collector about a 
Rafter of which he may not know any thing. Sir, these are the 
various anomalies and difficulties about this matter. The law 
ordinarily gives the tenant all the relief that he is entitled to. This 
ls a needlessly harsh section, w T hich I submit should not form part of 
the proposed Act. 
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Kumar 8HIB 8HEK*HARE8WAa ROY: I would like to speak 

for a minute or so. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basik Lai Biswas. Kumar Sahib, you can 
speak after Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL B 18 WAS: Sir, as my ill-fated amendment is 
disallowed I support all the amendments on this clause that have 
been moved in this House, for acceptance. This clause 18, which 
proposes to introduce a new section 74A, is most ill-conceived and is 
most mischievous. It will not help the tenant in any way. There 
is already some section — section 58 — in the Bengal Tenancy Act, but 
the tenants are so circumstanced that they have not been able to take 
advantage of this section, though in most cases zamindars or their 
agents do not grant rent-receipts in proper time. In many cases 
zamindars or their agents after taking rent grant receipts only after 
several months by deducting a good portion from the rent paid as 
abirab , salami, interest, and many other things, in as much quantity 
as they like. This section is also bound to have the same effect. It 
will be of very little use to the tenancy. Our Prime Minister has 
just said that (Government aie not aware that such a section was 
coming up to this Assembly for enactment. I do not know how an 
astute lawyer, and a veteran in this matter as he is, our Prime Minister 
has overlooked such a clause, which is going to be incorporated in the 
Act. (The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq : Which one?) Clause 
18. I think (jovernment have also connived at this matter, and 
wanted to incorporate this clause in this way. Otherwise, things of* 
this nature would not have been here. This section says that if a 
landlord or his agent exacts from a tenant any imposition declared 
under sub-section (1) of section 74 to be illegal, such landlord or his 
agent, as the case may be, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
Its. 50, and how? If the landlord or his agent goes on doing this 
sort of illegal acts, then the aggrieved tenant will have to file a peti- 
tion of complaint to the Collector, and the Collector in a summary 
inquiry if he finds that t lie landlord or his agent is exacting money 
in the way mentioned in the petition, then he may be graciously 
pleased to impose some fines. In cases like this, what is done? The 
Collector has got several “public” funds, and he wants money from 
zamindars and other rich men of the district. Those who satisfy the 
Collector by contributing a sum of money to these funds, the Col- 
lector will never touch them. So, Sir, it is the discretion of the 
Collector to do justice or not to do justice, and it generally happens 
that the Collector never touches these sorts of persons. Otherwise, 
how can these illegal acts, which have been going on for centuries, 
still can go on? The Collector knows everything. I have had talks 
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with many a Collector and they have all coflfe#sed that they know 
everything but that they have no time to take action* against them. 
Our Ministers too, Sir, who are the representatives of the people, 
also know these things very well, but they have never cared to put a 
stop to them. Some of our present Ministers — some four of them — 
were also Ministers in the picvious Government, and they never cared 
to do anything in this matter. These Ministers are still here in this 
House as Ministers of Government, and they are going to enact a thing 
which will cause much hardship to the tenants. In the guise of help- 
ing the' tenants they are fraudulently going to help the landlords in 
various ways. They are also a party to this clause and to this Bill. 
These abwabs constitute a long-standing custom, and the zamindars 
and their agents assert customary right to collect these abwabs. The 
zamindars generally appoint nails and gomosthas on a pay of Rs. 2 
to Rs. 15 a month, and almost in every case it will be seen that after 
three or four years of service these naibs and gomosthas construct, out 
of this small salary of Rs. 2 to Rs. 15 a month, pucca buildings in 
their houses, dig tanks, and acquire considerable property. How can 
they do all these tilings, Sir? It is known to the zamindars and it is 
known to everybody that the agents do all these things with the con- 
nivance of the zamindars. The zamindars do not like to pay a higher 
rate of salary to their officers and they appoint them on the clear 
undei standing that they would be allowed to exact abwabs, and it is 
a matter of great shame to say that these gomosthas have sometimes 
to share these abwabs with their masters. (Kumar Sum Siikkhares- 
uarRoy: Question.) 

Sir, the rents are collected in proper time and in proper quantity, 
hut the agents of the zamindars do not record these things, and they 
do not give any account for all these rents that are collected. They 
take good amount out of this collected sum and they hand over a 
small portion to the zamindars, and as a result of this they show that 
rents are not collected. A large number of rent suits are accordingly 
due to this sort of oppression and illegal acts of the agents of the 
zamindars. So, justice and fairness demand that these acts should be 
put a stop to at any cost. It is not the civil remedy that will be able 
to stop these things. The zamindars who are party to the exaction of 
these abwabs and who connive at the misdeeds of their agents ought 
to be flogged — flogged publicly. There is no other sufficient remedy 
°ther than flogging for them. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the 
Coalition Group.) It is these zamindars who are responsible for this 
S01 ’t of oppression of the tenants, and nothing short of this sort of 
Punishment will cure them and stop these illegal acts on their tenants. 
The leinedy that has been suggested in this clause and the amend- 
Ul onts that have been suggested thereto will not come to even one per 
Cen t. of what is needed to stop all these oppressions. And I hope 
8°od sense will at last dawn upon Government and that they will,, 
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looking to the interest efi;he tenants, come forward with an amend- 
ment Bill in the next session to do away with this sort of thing. 

With these words, Sir, I strongly support all the amendments. 


Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
iiave no quarrel with clause 18; in fact, I welcome it, and that is why 
you will find that there is no amendment to this clause in my name. 
Sir, I would refer to the amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul Bari, I 
mean amendment No. 655, and I would at once say that I must 
oppose the amendment, which means that sub-section ( 5 ) of section 
58 of the Act be made inoperative. Well, Sir, let me read to the 
House what that sub-section is. It reads: “Where, in any case 
instituted under sub-section ( 3 ) ) the Collector discharges any landlord 
-or agent, and is satisfied that the complaint of the tenant on which 
the proceedings were instituted is false or vexatious, the Collector 
may” — mark the word, Sir, “may” and not “shall” — “in his dis- 
cretion” — mark the words, Sir, “in his discretion” — “by his order of 
discharge, direct the tenant to pay to such landlord or agent such 
compensation not exceeding fifty rupees” — mark again the words, 
Sir, “not exceeding fifty rupees” — “as the Collector thinks fit”— 
again mark, Sir, the words “thinks fit”. And even with all these 
savings Mr. Bari wants to get rid of it. It is simply ridiculous. It 
is hideously absurd on the very face of it. I wonder how a lawyer- 
member of this House, I wonder bow a member belonging to the pro- 
fession of law -(A voice: It is only the beginning of wondering!), 
how any one with any ethical or juristic sense could have brought 
forward such a proposal before this House. It did not strike him that 
this would simply encourage the tenants, mischievous tenants, 
misguided tenants, to bring false cases against landlords with impunity. 
If the House accepts this amendment of Mr. Bari, then it will 
proclaim to the world at large that equity and justice have no place 
here in this legislature when the tenants and the zamindars are 
concerned. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, what about my short- 
notice amendment? 


Mr. SPEAKER? I have not yet got a copy of it. Have you 
submitted to me? 

Mr. DHIREN’DRA HATH DATTAj Yes, Sir. I just handed it 
* over to you as soon .as you had finished your ruling. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I am very sorry I cannot accept it at this 
stage. I hope you will realize my difficulty as well as the difficulty 
of the House. 

(Several speakers rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We must take a course which would shorten 
the debate and I appeal to the members to consider this point. There 
are still 6 clauses to be dealt with and if the desire of the House is 
not to continue beyond the Puja vacation the course that I have 
adopted is I think the only correct course. 


Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I feel constrained 
to make an observation or two on clause 18 of the Uovernment Bill and 
the amendment. I do not speak from any party interest as I do not 
owe allegiance either to the landlords or to the Proja Party. The 
Proja Party want, or some of them want, a punitive measure under 
the criminal jurisprudence for a remedy for illegal exaction by the 
landlords. It is admitted that abwabs are realised by the landlords 
in most places. But in spite of this very few cases are brought either 
to the cognizance of the Collector or to the civil court under section 
7-3. The tenants generally have got the temerity to do so. Now, Sir, 
this temerity could not be avoided even if criminal remedy is provid- 
ed. But as the matter stands at present, section 74(a) is on the lines 
of section 58 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

• In my district there are petty landlords excepting one or two big 
landlords and their tenants are not in so much terror of the landlords 
as in other districts where there are big landlords. In my district I 
have not seen any case under section 75. In other districts where 
landlords are very powerful, 1 do not think that so long as the tenants 
are afraid of the landlords they would have the courage to bring 
criminal cases. In these circumstances I am constrained to support 
clause 18, as it stands at present, in full and cannot with equity and 
justice support the deletion of the word “compensation’ 5 from the 
clause as suggested by some of the members. If the landlord is going 
to be penalised for exaction of illegal abwabs, there is no reason why 
there should not be a corresponding provision to penalise those 
tenants who bring false case against the landlords on account of 
enmity. It is quite proper I think that under section 74(a) of the 
new Bill they should be penalised for bringing false and malicious 
cas es. All landlords are not villians and all tenants are not angels. 
There might be cases where some tenants are more powerful who will 
&° against petty landlords out of enmity and malice. On these 
£ r °unds I support the Hon’ble Eevenue Minister. 

60 
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Mr. 8HAH SYED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: Spoke in Bengal 
in support of the amendment. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Sir, I wish I could hav 
acquired the habit of patience as is generally the practice of a speake 
of the provincial legislature. So under the circumstances he is bourn 
to hear speeches sometimes devoid of any sense of humour, sometime 
devoid of no sense of grammar even. 

Sir, I had no mind to speak on the subject at least on this particula] 
occasion. I had no mind to utter a single word on the subject becaust 
I know, and I know very well my deficiency, the subject under discus- 
sion is undoubtedly complicated for a layman as I am. But to-daj 
of all days when I found to my surprise that a person no less thai] 
Mr. J. N. Basu has taken the brief for the zamindars, I think it 
bounden duty to speak on the subject. Sir, 1 will not take up mud 
time of the House. I will give simply one day’s experience not ol 
myself, not of any Pro) a Bandhu, not of any Proja leader, but of a 
person no less than a man who is himself a zamindar. I am speaking 
of one of the illustrious sons of Bengal, Baja Janaki Nath Boy of 
Bhagyakul. Only the other day I went to meet him as my zamindar 
and I was to discuss about a holding which I had under him a few 
years ago. The description he gave as a zamindar was horrible, lie 
had been in my district at Kaliganj for only 24 hours. He told me 
that early in the morning he rose amidst noisy parade and other things. 
When he came out he found a dozen of he-goats tied in the kutchery. 
Sir, this is the true description which I recently had on the working 
of a zamindari. After that he found lots of rohu fishes coming to th$ 
kutchery from distant villages. Sir, at 12 to his surprise he found 
jars of water coming from different directions. At 4 o’clock he 
enquired of his agent what were all these things and who were sending 
them. The illustrious agent, the naib of the kutchery, gave him the 
description of these articles. I know my district, 1 know the poverty 
of my district and I know that even famine is going on in that particular 
area. He said that these articles were brought to him by force through 
peons and other agencies. Sir, I do not understand how a man of 
the status of Mr. J. N. Basu whom I know not to-day but I know him 
from a long time to be a man with all sense of justice and fairplay to 
all classes of people particularly towards the poor. Sir, these abwabs 
must go. Speeches after speeches have been delivered on the subject. 
Sir, I would only add, if I am permitted to say, that if I had anj 
authority in this matter I would have asked that some of the mm 
chievous zamindars ought to have been shot dead far froin makin- 
any legislation. I do not include Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Boy 1 
that list, but I include those mischievous zamindars who are depri' 1 ^- 
the tenants day after day of their elementary right to dealing Wl1 
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their own things. Sir, you will find in every village-far from speak- 
ing of zamindars — when an ordinary man goes to a village for collec- 
tion he collects money no doubt and I have experienced and seen with 
my own eyes that they do not require the help of any civil court. They 
go straight and they do not hesitate for a moment to take away 
bullocks from the tenants without any authority of the court. 
Under the circumstances the shall amendment that has been 
moved by my friend Mr. Abdul Bari and by my friend 
Comrade, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, is the only thing that we 
can do at this stage. Sir, I will not comment and I should not com- 
ment on the ruling given by the Chair but really, Sir, it came to us 
as a bolt from the blue, and we bad no other alternative but to move 
the small amendment which will give a bit of relief we require for 
the protection of the elementary right of the tenants. Sir, with these 
few w 7 ords I support the motion of Comrade Abu Hossain Sarkar. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the desire of the House that this debate should 
be closed? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. But before you 
put the question I w r ant to make a statement. 

Sir, I will be very brief in my remarks. I have been given to 
understand that the majority of members of this House would be 
satisfied if amendments Nos. 658 and 659 to 673 are not opposed by Gov- 
ernment. So far as we are concerned, we think that these amendments 
are unnecessary, but if the majority of opinion is that it .satisfies their 
point of view Government will have no objection. In that view of the 
matter I think, Sir, further discussion is useless. 

The amendment of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan that in clause 18 in 
proposed section 74A in line 1 for the word ‘ ‘exacts ’ ’ the word 
“realises” be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment of Maulvi Abdul Bari that in clause 18 in proposed 
action 74 A in line 8 for the figures, word and brackets “(4) to (8)” 
the figures, words and brackets “(4) and (6) to (8)” be substituted was 
then put and agreed to. 4 

The amendment of Maulvi Abdul Bari that in clause 18 in proposed 
section 74A in line 9 the word “compensation” be omitted was put 
and agreed to. 
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The amendment of Kazi Emdadul Haque that in clause 18 afte 
the proposed section 74 A the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that summary penalty inflicted on a landlord for exa< 
tion of abwabs , etc., mentioned in this section shall no 
operate as a bar to a tenant’s seeking relief by a suit unde 
section 75.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion of Maulvi Abu Ilossain Sarkar was put an< 
agreed to : — 

That in clause 18 after the proposed section 74A, the following pro 
viso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that this section shall not be a bar to his prosecutioi 
under the Indian Penal Code or any other law for the tim< 
being in force.” 


Clause IS. 

The motion that clause 18, as amended, stands part of the Bill, wai 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 19. 

The Hovi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have cimi 
lated a revised draft of my proposed amendment to this clause, whicl; 
runs as follows : — 

“75A. All the provisions of this Act relating to enhancement <>J 
rent are hereby suspended for a period of ten years with 
effect from the twenty-seventh day of August, 1937, and 
all decrees and orders pussed under any of the said provi- 
sions on or after the said date are hereby declared to be 
void.” 


Suspension of 
provisions 
relating to 
enharu ement 
of rent. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the revised draft has just 
been circulated. The Hon’ble Minister’s previous amendment was cir- 
culated on Saturday. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The only changes which have been made in the 
amendment circulated previously are that the words “or reduction 
have been deleted and the words “for a period of ten years” have been 
inserted after the word “suspended.” If there is any objection, I shall 
have to postpone the consideration till to-morrow. 


I should at this stage give my decision as to the admissibility 
this amendment. I referred to this matter on Saturday last and 
expressed my views in terms which were very clear to the House 
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to the Hon'ble Minister in charge. Since then I find that Government 
have changed the amendment slightly by adding the words “after a 
period of ten years” and taking away the words “or reduction.” So 
far as 4 my decision is concerned, the deletion of the words “or reduc- 
tion’ * do^s not affect the matter and the question of the period of time, 
viz., ten years is not also very material. I have very fully gone j&to 
the matter and I must frankly say that the change is not very material. 
1 do say that whenever I have given my ruling I have done so with a 
conscience within me and with the sense of responsibility which has 
been put upon me by the House. The moment the responsibility of 
the Speaker has been placed on me, I have constantly felt God over- 
head and the conscience within me that I have to discharge my duty to 
this House with honesty and conviction. It may bp that there are 
certain factors which might be mistaken, who knows, because man 
is after all not infallible; but I am clear in my conscience. 1 am not 
fully convinced that the second part of this amendment is in order. 
Whenever there is any doubt as to the admissibility or otherwise of 
a motion, my decision have always been in favour of the House dis- 
cussing the matter unless I am clearly convinced that it is beyond 
scope. Holding the principle I have just stated, I should not take upon 
myself the responsibility of ruling out the motion but leaving it to the 
decision of the House, I hold for the time being that this amendment 
is in order 


Kumar SHIB SHEKH ARESWAR ROY: Sir, what about the short- 
ness of notice? 

• Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely for the House to decide. If I find 
that there is a substantial section against taking it up now, I shall 
have to postpone it till to-morrow. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, if the House 
insists on this question being adjourned till to-morrow, I have no 
objection. 


Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, so far as the deletion of the 
words “or reduction” goes, it is a very simple matter 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, you have misunderstood the 
position. So far as the Government amendment is concerned, it has 
wdy been circulated to-dav (A voice: Sir, just now.) 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, may I be permitted to point out 
that your previous ruling was that if any material change be made in 
ai1 amendment, proper time should be given for its consideration? As 
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far as this Government amendment is concerned, the portion which 
wants the deletion of the words “or reduction ’ 9 "goes, I do not think 
that any member of this House can contend that this matter requires 
further consideration on his part and the matter should be adjourned 
for that purpose. Then, so far as the other portion regarding the time- 
limit of 10 years is concerned, I understand that this has been intro- 
duced, because you, Sir, said that there was no time-limit when it was 
intended to repeal the section. As neither of the suggested alterations 
requires further consideration on the part of members, I submit that 
the matter may be taken into consideration now. 


Mr. SPEAKER: T should like to have the view of the Congress 
Party as to whether they would like to take up the matter now. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, without inconveniencing this 
House, I think that in view of the fact that we have just got this 
amendment, the matter may stand over till to-morrow. 


Mr. C. MILLAR: Sir, I am inclined to agree with the Govern- 
ment Whip in this matter. 1 realise that the notice is very short, bul 
the considerations of this question of enhancement are very wide; and 
I think that the amendments proposed bv this short-notice motion are 
comparatively minor. As every member of this House is anxious in 
finish this Bill as soon as possible, I am inclined to think that we may 
proceed with the discussion of this matter. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, the period of the 
suspension of enhancement for ten years is a new matter on which we 
must consult our people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I may inform the House 
that this draft has been modified after due consideration of various 
circumstances put forward by several members of this House, and we 
think that it reflects the feeling of the majority of the House regarding 
the provisions affecting the enhancement of rent. We think it would 
not be desirable to postpone the discussion of this amendment for 
to-morrow : at any rate, the discussion should go on and if there is any 
difficulty and if any voting is necessary, it may be done to-morrow. 
The discussion can certainly go on and so far as we are concerned, we 
think that there should be no adjournment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, shall we be allowed to 
move short-notice amendments to this amendment? We would like to 
extend the period to 15 years. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 
point is that in accordance with parliamentary practice in other 
countries, particularly in Great Britain, the Speaker can never allow 
others in the House to advise him on matters where the minority needs 
protection. The rules and standing orders of Parliament are meant to 
Le interpreted in the interests of minorities. The majority can and 
always do take things in their own way by virtue of majority of votes. 
I submit, Sir, if there is any minority opposing a particular line of 
action, that opposition ought to receive your attention. 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I rise on a point of 

personal explanation. The majority of the House does not necessarily 
mean the members sitting 011 this side of the House. What I meant 
to say was that by common consent the discussion might go on. If 
my words be taken in that light, I should say that I never meant them 
to mean majority of numbers. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: You want to crush the 
minority. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find that the minority is 
uncrushable. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: J jest we may be misunderstood, I 
say that this amendment, though it has come very late, is welcome to 
us; but we want to put in further amendments to improve that amend- 
ment in favour of the tenant. 

’ Mr. SPEAKER: In a matter like this my jurisdiction ceases as soon 
as the amendment is admitted. It was quite open to me not to put it 
(in the agenda paper ; but as the House is in possession of it, I am 
helpless now. If the House so decides, it is quite open to it to take it 
up either to-day or to-morrow. In view T of the fact that we are already 
too late and that we may not sit very long, I am of opinion that the 
business should be finished expeditiously, but I would leave it to the 
House to consider whether in view of the attitude taken by some of the 
minority groups it should not give time till to-morrow to consider the 
question. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Before you take up the amend- 
ment may I just make one submission to you as to whether in view 
of the fact that this amendment is not only a short-notice amendment 
hut the shortest-notice amendment, members who want to move further 
amendments should give notice of them here and now. Otherwise this 
discussion will be absolutely meaningless on the question of represen- 
tation of different views of the different sections of the House. Before 
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j oil place the matter to the House for its decision, may I just make 
final appeal to you in view of the position that you have consistent! 
taken with regard to short-notice amendments asking the Governmen 
to allow them to stand over for scrutiny, discussion and decision late: 
cn, to accept the same position now ? 


Mr. SPEAKER. I have no objection, but Government want t< 
carry on ; and I have therefore left the matter to the House to decide 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit it is perfectly within th< 
parliamentary practice to take the opinion of the House, but in matter 
of admissibility it is your ruling which must be taken as final. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have decided that it is admissible. I am alst 
considering whether it can be taken up. As 1 have already said, *<. 
far as the addition of the period of 10 years is concerned, if' the othei 
side gives any notice of an amendment I shall have to consider whether 1 
shall accept it on short notice. I personally feel a bit uncomfortable 
in consonance with my duty to the minority that the period of time 
which has been given to them is too short, but it is open to the House 
to consider hat is he .ime is so short whether they should gc or witl 
it to-day or not. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We hope that this practice will 
be followed in future as a precedent. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely in my discretion. 

The question whether the short-notice amendment of the Hon’ble 
Minister should be taken up now was then put and agreed to. 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: I take objection to this 
clause being discussed by this House under section 299(2) of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. It reads thus: — Neither the Federal nor a 
Provincial Legislature shall have power to make any law authorising 
the compulsory acquisition for public purposes of any land or any 
commercial or industrial undertaking or any interest in or in any com- 
pany owning any commercial or industrial undertaking unless the law 
provides for the payment of compensation for the property acquired 
and either fixes the amount of the compensation or specifies the 
principles on which and the manner in which it is to be determined. 
Then, Sir, I refer to the definition of land, viz., in this section “land” 
includes immovable property of every kind and any rights in or over 
such property and “undertaking” includes part of an undertaking. 
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Now, Sir, my point is that this clause authorises a compulsory acquisi- 
tion of the inherent right of the landlord in making increments of his 
rent and this is done in the interest of a section of the public — I mean 
the raiyats — and as such this clause cannot be moved in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Kumar Sahib, you raised objection under section 
299 ( 2 ), but I think you have not noticed one of the most essential 
ingredients of that section, viz., the compulsory acquisition of land for 
public purposes of any kind. I do not think that by any stretch of 
imagination it can be said that this is an acquisition for public pur- 
poses. I hold that so far as section 299 ( 2 ) is concerned, the Governor’s 
sanction is not required, because it is not a compulsory acquisition. 
But there is one point which you have not mentioned and which in 
fairness 1 should mention. It tomes under section 299 ( 3 ). In that 
connection I have announced at the beginning that so long I hold that 
an amendment is within the scope of the Bill His Excellency the 
Governor has given a general sanction to such an amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that for the 
words “27th day of August” the words “1st day of April” be sub- 
stituted. I beg also to move that the period be extended from 10 to 
20 years. 

I beg further to move that all decrees and orders passed under the 
said provisions on or after the said date are hereby declared to be void, 
and that all enhancements made amicably on or after the said date shall 
have no effect. In the Bill it is provided that it will take effect from 
the 27th day of August, 1937, and I want to make it have effect from 
# the 1st of April, 1937. So far as my third amendment is concerned, 
there is no provision in the Bill with respect to enhancement amicably 
made. There is also no provision with respect to enhancement made 
by contract. So I have put in an amendment that all enhancements 
made amicably on or after the said date shall have no effect. This 
means that decrees and orders passed after that date shall have to be 
declared void. With respect to the period, I am sure you will agree 
with me that 10 years is a very short period. So I want to extend it 
to 20 years. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is one point which just now strikes me and 
I think, in view of the number of amendments, I would advise Govern- 
ment to take up this amendment to-morrow, so that they can consider 
the further amendments of which notice has been given. It is my duty 
to the House that I should make it clear that the House should be 
| pfven an opportunity to consider the effect of these amendments. It 

also for Government to consider whether the drafting is correct or 
If I read the amendment correctly, I find that so far as the 
Provisions of the Act are concerned they are to be suspended for a 
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period of 10 years; but the decrees and orders stand void for all times. 
I do not know whether that is a correct interpretation. The thing: is 
that all the provisions of this Act are hereby suspended. Take, for 
instance, sections 29, 30 and 105 — they stand suspended for 10 years, 
and then you say that all decrees passed under any of these sections 
stand void without mentioning any period of time. It is for Govern- 
ment to decide whether the amendment is in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I accept your 
suggestion and think that this matter should be taken up to-morrow. 
I have already made it abundantly clear that Government have no 
objection to the consideration of this amendment being postponed till 
to-morrow if the House so desires. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I think this amendment may stand 
over for the present, and may be taken up to-morrow. 

I think the position is as I have explained, and the House under- 
stands it, because I take it, it is the wish of the House that this rnattei 
should be taken up to-morrow. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Will amendments be 
accepted to-morrow ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments must be given notice of by to-day 
and not by to-morrow. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: There is one difficulty, Sir, in 
putting forward our amendments, for Government themselves as yet 
do not know what exactly would be the form of their amendments, and * 
before that is known it is not possible for private members to frame 
their own amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Government, as a matter of fact will have to 
propose amendments to their own clauses. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But, Sir, the amendments from 
private members will arise after Government have made up their mind 
as to what form their amendments are going to take. In this view, 
Sir, will you please relax the rule in favour of private members and 
allow them to move amendments after Government have made up their 
mind with regard to the attitude they are going to take? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, Government have been given a 
period within which to give notice of their amendments, and if y ,)U 
like, you, too, can do so; there is no bar to your doing so. As a 
matter of fact, any private member can move an amendment to this 
instead of Government doing so. 
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Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BASU: Mj' point is this, Sir. As you 
are allowing short-notice amendments to be moved by Government, 
would you please make this concession in favour of private members 
that their amendments may be given notice of two or three hours after 
the Government amendments reach your hands? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, if there is a substantial 
change then I 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: The whole thing. Sir, is in a 
quandary. . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help that. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Neither can we, Sir 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: There is one matter, Sir, to 
which I would like to refer and that is this that the practice of con- 
sulting the House on a question as to whether you would admit or 
not admit a short-notice amendment is, so far as I am aware, 

Mr. SPEAKER : I never said that I afn consulting anybody in this 
House as regards admissibility of any matter. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I would like to put it in this 
way, Sir. The Chair has consulted the House as to whether the House 
will proceed with this matter immediately, but that is a matter, so far 
as I am aware, of parliamentary practice and convention, and respon- 
sibility in that regard rests entirely on you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I have never shirked that responsibility, 
but have always taken it up. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I hope, however, Sir, that this 
will not create a precedent for future guidance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. I can assure you. Mr. Rose, that 
you will not -be disappointed. 


' Clause 20. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I make a 
statement with regard to clause 20 ? Government have decided to with- 
draw clause 20 with the permission of the House. (Cries of “Hear, 
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hear.”) I propose to give this assurance to this Housd that as this 
is a very complicated matter, Government feel that ipstead of simplify- 
ing things it would give rise to further complications. In this view, 
Government propose to take into confidence the leaders of the different 
groups in this House and prepare a separate Bill which will have 
nothing to do with the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act for 
giving this right to the tenants. (Dr. Naj.inaksha Sanyal: Why 
not let it he a private member’s Bill?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you now move that clause 20 be deleted? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Shall I not 
withdraw it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole Bill is under consideration, and you 
cannot withdraw the clause but you will have to move for its deletion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then I beg to 

move that clause 20 of the Bill be deleted. 

The question that clause 20 be deleted was then put and agreed to. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of information, Sir. 
May I know how long we are going to sit to-night? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Half an hour more, i.e., till about half past seven. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Before 1 take up clause 23, I % 
must tell the House that I have not been able to go through all the 
amendments. J do not know whether there is any amendment to this 
effect. In case, there is not, I think I would advise the Hon’ble the 
Revenue Minister to consider one point. It has struck me that in 
this clause, that is to say, in the 1st sub-clause of this clause, you 
are doing away with the tenancy and the rights therein, which, as jou 
see, are two separate things. You say that not only will the tenancy 
be extinguished, but its rights also, whereas, when you revive this 
a ou revive only the tenancy and not the rights. What I am suggest- 
ing is whether you are going to leave this clause as it stands or you 
will consider whether along with the revival of the tenancy you 
should revive the rights also. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may submit, 
Sir, that Government propose to accept certain amendments deleting 
the portion of sub-section (/) of proposed new' section B6A in fourth 
and the fifth lines on page U of the Bill, beginning with “and” and 
ending with “extinguished”. I think, Sir, that will meet your point. 
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Kumar 8HIB 8H E KHAR E8 WAR ROY: Sir, we have not been 
able to follow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wliat is the number of the 
amendment, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou will see when the time comes. 

Maharaja SASH I KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg 
to move that clause 23 be omitted. 

There is absolutely no reason for the amendment of this section, 
and there is no evidence to show that the provisions of this section 
have operated harshly on the cultivators. It is an indirect move for 
the benefit of the intermediaries to the prejudice of the proprietor. 

Is it meant that the landlord should wait indefinitely for the generous 
will of the tenant to take the settlement of the reformed land? Ot- 
is it meant that the tenant should be given a weapon with which to 
chastise the landlord 1 for not waiting on his sweet will to settle the 
land with other persons? There is absolutely no reason for making 
any amendment of the existing sub-clause ( 1 ) of section 80A. 

Besides it is not equitable to say that the rate of rent of a reformed 
land shall be the same after twenty years of diluvion as it was before, 
without reference to the rate of rent prevailing at the time the land 
reappears. 

When every provision has been made for these reformed lands in 
accordance with the principle laid down in other enactments regard^ 
ing accrual of rights over diluviated lands reformed, there is no reason 
• why the threat of those enactments should be given. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I beg to move that in , 
clause 23 in sub-section (7) of the proposed section 80A, line 2, the 
word “wholly” be omitted. 

The reason for my moving this amendment is that in the draft as 
it is an anomalous position has been created by the word “wholly”. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
prepared to accept this amendment, Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move formally 
that in clause 23 in sub-section (7) of the proposed section 8GA, lines 
8 to 12, the words “and subject to the provisions of sub-section ( 2 ) 
the tenant shall,' unless there is a contract to the contrary made by 
registered instrument, be deemed to have surrendered his rights in 
the lands which have been so lost, and his tenancy and rights therein 
shall be extinguished’ ’ be omitted. 
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Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that ii 
clause 23, in proposed sub-section 86A(7) in the last two lines thi 
words “and his tenancy and rights therein shall be extinguished” b< 
omitted. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that in claus< 
23 proposed sub-section 86 A (2) be omitted. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Bcfoie 1 move my amendment 
Sir, may I have your permission to substitute the w old “twenty” ii 
place of the word “thirty” wherever it occurs in my amendment anc 
also to omit the word “wholly” in the penultimate line? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, you have my permission. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Then, Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 23 in the proposed section SUA lor sub-section ( 2 ) (a) the 

following be substituted, namely: — 

“(2) (a) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any 
other law or any contract to the contrary, the right, title and interest 
of the tenant or his successors-in-interest shall subsist in such lands 
or portion thereof during the period of loss by diluvion not exceeding 
twei^ty years and the tenant or his successors-in-interest shall have right 
to immediate occupation on the reappearance of such lands and portion 
‘thereof within twenty years of the loss by the diluvion, and the land- 
lord shall have right to the arrears of rent without interest or damage 
in respect of the land which has reappeared for the period during which 
'it was lost or for four years whichever is less”. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You are allowing such a short- 
notice amendment to be moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou see, Dr. Sanyal, it is only verbal. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In moving this amendment 1 
would like to say a few words. I admit, Sir, that the Government was 
actuated by good motive to drive away the inconvenience, to drive 
away the difficulties, from which the tenants have been suffering owing 
to the fact when any land is diluviated, after its reappearance the 
tenant has no right whatever on it. We quite appreciate that con- 
sidering these difficulties Government actuated by a good motive came 
forward to give the tenants some sort of right by providing that on hs 
reappearance the tenants should be entitled to revive the right by the 
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payment of some rent. I admit that the Government actuated by good 
motive to do some justice towards the tenantry of' Bengal made a provi- 
sion to this effect . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Can the question of motive be 
raised here? We are dealing with questions of facts, not motives. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS. I do not follow my friend. 
Sir, the motive which actuated the Government to bring forward this 
provision has been frustrated by the clause. Those of us who live in 
Eastern Bengal and particularly in the district of Dacca know’ very 
well that complications have always arisen ow’ing to diluvion. We 
have found that even in case where tenants did not suspend their 
rent though the land was under water owing to diluvion, when the land 
reappeared the landlord or his agents have always tried to put obstacle 
on the path of the tenants having the right to occupy the land. We 
have found-, in the course of our practice in the criminal courts that 
murders have' been committed when tenants go to assert their rights. 
This cluase which has been proposed by the Government will bring 
about some mischief and it will highten the mischief even. If land 
appears lifter, say, 20 years when the tenants will be going to the land- 
lords to pay rent and have his right revived, it is quite probable that 
the landlords or his agents will always put off the tenants day afer day 
and ultimately will deny his right to have his title on the land revived. 
In order to remove these difficulties and inconvenience, in order to 
remove this anomalous position, I have pioposed this amendment. Thjs 
amendment says very clearly that during the period of loss by diluvion 
* not exceeding twenty years the tenant or his successors-in-inter^st 
shall have right to immediate occupation on the reappearance of such 
land and the landlord shall have the right of the arrear rent for four 
years or something like that. 

If Government are really moved by good feelings towards the 
tenants to give the right to them, there i sno reason w r hy this right 
should not subsist during the period in which the land remains under 
water. Justice and equity demand that this right should subsist, 
therefore if my amendment is accepted, it will remove this inconve- 
nience and it will remove various other trouble if and when the land 
reappears. I believe that the Government will accede to the demands 

the representatives of the people in this respect. With Ibese words 
I commend my motion to the acceptance of this House. 


The Hon’bfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
a ccept the three amendments in connection with this clause, namely, 
1071 . 1072, and 1085 as amended by the mover. 



20tt 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[27th Sept., 


With reference to 1085, Sir, I desire to move a verbal amendment, 
namely, to substitute the word “possession” in place of “occupation” 
in line 9 of the amendment. 

Matllvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, I accept it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 23, in sub-section (2) (a) of section 86A, line 3, for the word 
“twenty” the word “thirty” shall be substituted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : I beg to move that in 
clause 23 in proposed section 86A (2) (a) in line 3 after the words “the 
tenant shall” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“on application to the civil court within a year from its reappear- 
ance.” 

May I speak on the motion now? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will allow you to speak to-morrow. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: I beg to move that in clause 23, in the 
proposed section 86A(2) (a) in the last two lines for the words “for the 
period during which it was wholly lost or for five years whichever is 
less” the words “with effect from the year of such possession” be substi- 
tuted. 

- 1 also beg to move that in clause 23 in sub-clause ( 2 ) (a) of the 
proposed section 86A, line 5, the words “of the arrears” be deleted. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAFIZ: I beg to move that in clause 23 in propos- 
ed section 86A ( 2)(a ) in line 7 the word “wholly” be omitted. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: I beg to move that in clause 23 in 
proposed sub-section 86A (2) (a) in the penultimate line for the words 
“five years” the words “three years” be substituted. 


Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA SEN: I beg to move that ill 
clause 23 after proposed section 86A (2)(n) the following proviso be 
added, namely:-^ 

“Provided that the -tenant shall have no right to have his tenancy 
revised if the claim therefor has not been made in writing before his 
landlord within three months after the reappearance of the land and if 
the reformed land has, in the meantime, been settled with any other 
person.” 
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Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: I beg to move that in clause 23 in the 
proposed section 86 A (2) (b) in line 2 the words “both of the arrears” be 
omitted. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA SEN: I beg to move that in 
clause 23 in proposed section 86A(2)(6) in line 7 after the word 
‘‘resumed” for the comma, a colon be substituted and in lines 7 to 9 
the words beginning with “and shall bear” and ending with “of the 
tenancy” be omitted. 

Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN: I beg to move that in 
clause 23, for the proviso to proposed section 86A(2)(M the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that in cases where the entire tenure or holding has been 
wholly lost by diluvion, the rate of rent of the portion that is reformed 
shall be calculated at the rate of rent prevailing in the vicinity for 
the lands of raiyati holdings.” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAFIZ: I beg lo move that in clause 23 in the 
proviso to proposed section 86A (2)(b) the word “wholly” wherever it 
occurs, be omitted. 


Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I beg to move that in clause 23 
in the proviso to proposed section 86B (2)(b), last line, for the words 
“wholly last” the words “subsisting lost” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 23, sub-section (3) of section 86A 
be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That finishes all the amendment in clause 23. I 
must adjourn the House now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May we know, Sir, how long we 
shall carry on, as we shall have to adjust our other work accordingly? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not know how long it will take to finish the 
Bill. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 28th 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

61 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly, met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday 
the 28th September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the nine Hon’ble Ministers and 201 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Martin’s Light Railway Workers 1 Union. 

♦296. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the employees of the Martin’s Light Railway have a regii- 

tered union of their own functioning according to the Trade 
Unions Act; 

(ii) that the authorities were approached for the recognition of 

the union but to no effect; and 

(Hi) that the subordinate employees of the Martin’s Light Railway 
represented more than once their various grievances regard- 
ing pay, house accommodation, etc. ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling of growing discon- 
tent amongst the employees over the attitude of the authorities in 
redressing their grievances? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, are, the 
Government considering the desirability fc of instituting an inquiry into 
the matter? If not, why not? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate amendment of the Trade Unions 
Act legislating compulsory recognition of the registered trade unions 
by the employees? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in oharge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) (i) A union by the 
flume of Martin’s Light Bailway Workers’ Union has been 
registered. *■ 
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(ii), (in) and (6) I have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. All registered trade unions are not worthy of recognition. 

Appointment of scheduled castes to Government services. 

*29V. Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
cnarge of the Home (Appointment) Department aware of the fact that 
under the Government of India Act, 1935, some of the backward classes 
or minority communities have been politically separated and designated 
as scheduled castes? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment contemplate fixing the percentage regarding the appointments 
of scheduled castes under the Government within the shortest possible 
time? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The Government of India Act and the 
scheduled castes order made thereunder provide for the special 
representation of certain castes in the legislature. 

(b) In certain services appointments are reserved for members of 
the scheduled castes and minority communities and backward classes. 
The question of reservation for scheduled castes will be considered by 
Government shortly. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With regard to answer 
(b), in view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
the other day that the question of the whole Hindu community will be 
put in a water-tight compartment, namely, the caste Hindus and the 
scheduled castes, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
castes are designated as backward classes and under what circular some 
appointments are going to be reserved for them ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
more than once in this House that the word “backward class” is a term 
used by the old Government. ^ We are considering whether in future 
there will be such a term as “backward class” for reservation of 
appointments. 

* ■ < 

Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: Is there any circular 
under which some appointments are reserved for backward classes and 
w hy this term has not been erased out from all circulars of 
Government ? ' V 

Mr. SPEAKER: The second part of your question does not arise, 
can put the first part. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As regards the first par 

I am not sure if the appointments have been reserved buh Governmer 
have always taken into consideration the claims of backward telasse 
when making appointments by reserving posts for them. 


Temporary posts in the Chemistry and Physics Departments, Medics 
College, Calcutta. 

*298. Mr. P. BANERJI: («) Will the ilon’ble Minister ii 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department b 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether a general circular has been issued for all department 
by the Ministry of Finance to make temporary posts perma 
nent ; 

(ii) whether he is aware that in spite of the aboveinentioned circula 
several posts in the Chemistry and Physics Departments 
Medical College, Calcutta, have not been made permanen 
notwithstanding the fact that these posts w^ere created lonj 
before 1927, and some of the present incumbents are acting 
in these posts for the last ten years ; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the heads of the Chemistry and Physio 
Departments have for the last several years moved the Local 
Government to make these posts permanent and to allow the 
present holders of these appointments the grade scale of pay: 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give the list of tlit 
present and past temporary Demonstrators of the Chemistry and Physic? 
Departments of the Medical College, Calcutta, for the last 10 year? 
and say how many of such Demonstrators have resigned and left finding 
no security of their tenure? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister agree that in educational institution? 
efficiency of teaching increases with experience and that it is unwise tc 
keep temporary hands in such institutions? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of making 
the posts permanent ; if not, why not ? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH ami LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 

Ali): (a)(i) A circular was issued by the Finance Department to the 
effect t]j&t all t^mpgfary posts, which had been in continuous existence 
since 1st April, should be made permanent, provided the perma- 

nent need for them was established in consultation with that department. 

(ii) Yes. 
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, (iii) The Professors in charge of Chemistry and Physics at the 
Medical €d!lege recommended the confirmation of the temporary 
Demonstrators, "but in view of the recommendations of the Medical 
College Retrenchment Committee, neither the Prind^pal nor the Surgeon- 
General supported this recommendation. 

(6)fA statement is laid on the Library table. 

(i c , ) I am afraid this is hardly a request for information. 

(d) The Medical College Retrenchment Committee of 1932 recom- 
mended, after careful consideration, that the posts of temporary 
Demonstrators at the Medical College should be placed on a contract 
basis, and Government have decided to give effect to their recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when the Retrenchment Committee submitted their report? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : I am not sure, it 
was some time past. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in spite of 
the Medical College Retrenchment Commit tee Report of 1932, several 
persons in the cadre of the demonstrators were appointed? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 require notice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to answer (/>), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether out of the four persons that 
resigned three posts were subsequently filled up? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I require notice. 

Muslim medical officers for study leave ex-India. 

*299. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Bengal Medical Service officers who have been 
granted leave to go up for higher medical studies in foreign 
countries for the last 15 years; and 

{ii) whether any Muhammadan officers were granted studyjeave for 
such purposes? 

_ (h) If the answer to (a) ( ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the number of such officers? 
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(c) If the number of Muhammadan officers so granted leave hr very 

small, is the Hon’ble Minister considering lit desirable to *eend more 
Muhammadan officers for the purpose? ; 

(d) Is it a fact that some Muhammadan officers * applied for such 
leave but no orders have as yet been passed? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — * 

(i) the names of such officers, who have applied for such leave; and 

(ii) when will orders be passed on their applications^* 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (i) 14.' * 

(ii) Yes. 

( b ) One. 

(c) The matter is under my consideration. 

( d ) and (e) ( i ) Seven Muhammadan officers named below have 
expressed their intention to go on leave c,r-India for higher studies. Of 
these only the first four officers have submitted their applications in the 
prescribed form : — 

(1) l)r. Munsural Rahman. 

(2) Dr. Nawab Ali. 

(8) Dr. Md. Abdur Rahman. 

(4) Dr. Habibuddin Ahmed. 

(5) Dr. A. K. M. Abdul Wahid. 

(6) Dr. Md. Rafatullah. 

(T) Dr. Mahbubul Ameen. 

(ii) Orders will be passed shortly. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many Muhammadan medical officers applied for study leave 
during the last fifteen years? 

Tht Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Most probably the 
number will be less than the number mentioned here but if the hon’ble 
member wants definite information I would ask for notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state who deals with these matters of study leave — whether the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge himself or the Surgeon-General? 

*' * * ' 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I think theafi matters 
ultimately come up to the Minister in charge. *. ' - . - 
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Mr* 8f§AH ABDUR RAUFS How many of the seven Muham- 
madan applicants will be granted study leave this time? 

The Hobble MaulviSYED NAU8HER ALI: I can hardly answer 
that- question now. 

Fund known as “Poor Box” at Lall Bazar Police Office. 

# 300. Raf Bahadur KHI ROD CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware— 

(i) that when proceedings are drawn up against persons under 
traffic rules, at Lall Bazar Police Office, some collections 
are made as contribution by parties towards a fund known 
as “Poor Box”; and 

(?-?) that such collections are also made in some other criminal 
courts of Calcutta and suburbs as well as in the 2'4-Parganas? 


(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in detail — 

(i) the places where such collections are made ; 

(ii) who are the persons to deal with that collection; and 

(Hi) how that collected sum is spent or to whom it is paid? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this is 
a fact that Indians, other than Indian Christians and Anglo-Indians, 
do not get* any share from that contribution? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what percentage of the collected contri- 
bution is spent for them, i.e., for Indians other than Indian Christians 
and Anglo-Indians? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes, voluntary 
contributions are accepted # in petty cases for minor breaches of traffic 
niles in which prosecution in court is not considered necessary. 

(it) No. 

(b) (i) Lai Bazar Police Headquarters. 

(H) Deputy Commissioner of Police. 

(tit) The money is spent in charity to persons in distress. 

(c) No. . . 

{d) infej*matiem is not readily available. Help is given to all 
applicants irrespective of caste or creed. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the average amount collected in the Poor-Box year to 
year ? ** . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this fund has any auditing? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, certainly, it has 
auditing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government takes the responsibility for the 
administration of this fund and whether the auditing is done by the 
Government auditor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Commissioner 
of Police administers the fund and I ask for notice whether auditing 
is done by Government auditors. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hoes the Commissioner of Police 
administer the fund in his official capacity or in his private capacity 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In his official capacity. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
numerous cases actually are brought before the court and in course of 
trial are withdrawn at the sudden intervention or non-intervention of 
the prosecuting police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Government aware that as 
a consequence there is a great loss of Government revenues and this 
money which is due to go to Government, go to the mysterious Poor 
Box? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are assuming that these prosecutions will 
end in conviction. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These are all hypo- 
thetical cases. 



QUESTIONS. 


2065 - 


[ 937 .] 

Dr. NAIINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is thee- Government aware that 
pecifically cases before the Traffic Court and before the Honorary 
Magistrates’ Courts at Bankshall Street have been withdrawn during 
:he last two months. I know at least 5 cases have been withdrawn. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite possible. I 
lid not say hypothetical in these cases. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Government aware that 
io Indian Officer of the police gets any charity from out of this fund 
md all the charity goes to the poor Anglo-Indian and European 
sergeants to send their families to the hills? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The hon’ble member 
contradicts me. May I refer him to the answer given here that help is 
[>iven to all applicants irrespective of caste or creed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the money so far* 
has been "spent only on Anglo-Indian and European police sergeants 
in order to enable them to send their families to the hills ? 


Mr. C. MILLER: On a point of order, Sir. With regard to 
section 28 of the Rules and Standing Orders of this House may I ask 
whether this supplementary question does not come w r ithin 28 (3) on 
page 9 which forbids arguments, inferences, ironical expressions or 
defamatory statements ? 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Which one of these four? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Some of them certainly. I can say this much to 
Dr. Sanyal, that so far as the general policy of the fund is concerned 
Government is responsible but the direct responsibility of the dis- 
tribution is a matter which is not within the special cognisance of the 
Minister in view of the ansVer given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Indian Police who are in distress do not get any contribution 
a t all from out of this fund ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already answered' 
1 is question and I would- refer the hon’ble member again to replies 
to (<0 and (d). 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
several Magistrates have commented adversely on the maintenance of 
the “Poor Box’ r which has affected justice to a very large extent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The second part does not arise. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: In view of the fact that this fund is 
being administered by the police there is every likelihood of extortion 
being practised. Is the Government considering to close this fund? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not expect any 
likelihood of extortion and Government do not consider the desirability 
-of stopping the fund. 

Electricity Scheme by Dr. B. N. Dey. 

*301. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
-Government Department aware — 

(i) that a comprehensive scheme to generate electricity for the use 

of the Corporation of Calcutta at the pumping stations, 
institutions, street lighting, was prepared by Dr. B. N. Dey, 
Chief Engineer, Calcutta Corporation, and submitted under 
the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923, in 1930, for the sanction ^ 
of the Government ; 

(ii) that the total cost of the proposed scheme was Rs. 22 lakhs; 

(tit) that the cost of generation of electricity in the proposed scheme 
was much less than that offered by Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd. ; 

(iv) that all details and informations on every point required by 

the Government from time to time were duly submitted; 

(v) that the scheme is still lying with the Government for sanction; 

*{vi) that Dr. B. N. Dey submitted in original several proposals of 
renawned Continental and British manufacturers who were 
agreeable to deferred payment system on a small interest; 

and 

that the entire amount would have been paid up within s (iv) (v) * * * ix 

years from the savings effected; annually in the bills of 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. ? 
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(b) If thfc answers to clause (a) (i) to (vii) are in the affirmative, 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasbn for this delay 
of seven years in according* sanction to the scheme? ' 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be- pleased to state the person respon- 
sible for this loss of Rs. 8 lakhs of rate-payers’ money every year? 

(d) When is the necessary sanction going- to he accorded? 

Th» Horn’bl® Mautvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (i), (U) an d (vi) 
Yes. 

(a) (Hi) and (vii) In the Corporation’s letter, dated the 14th /15th 
May, 1931, submitting the scheme it was stated that an annual saving 
of Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 lakhs would be effected if the Corporation generated 
their own electricity. Sufficient data have not yet been supplied for 
(Government to form an opinion as to the correctness of . this view. 

(a) (rv) and (v), (b) and (c) On the 14th November, 1931, Govern- 
ment requested the Corporation to furnish complete data required for 
an examination of the scheme by the Electrical Adviser to Government. 
The reply of the Corporation was received with their letter, dated the 
6th June, 1933, but the Electrical Adviser considered the data supplied 
to he incomplete and inadequate. Further consideration of the matter 
was postponed pending a decision with regard to the important question 
[if drainage outfall of the city. After the latter question was settled, 
Government arranged an informal conference with the Chief Engineer 
[>f the Corporation and the Electrical Adviser with a view to "coming 
to an agreement as to the nature of the further data required by the 
Electrical Adviser. It was hoped that, as a result of the discussion 
al this conference, the question as to the further data required would 
he settled by mutual agreement between the Chief Engineer of the 
Corporation and the Electrical Adviser ; but unfortunately this expec- 
tation has not yet materialised. 

(d) I propose to hold another conference very shortly with the 
technical advisers of the Corporation and of the Government with a 
VJew to arriving at a final decision in regard to this matter as early 
^ possible. 


Overflow of water in the Salta thana, 24-Parganas. 

*302. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
mei R aware — 

(i) that there' was constant overflow of water in Kantakhali and 
Godakhali area in the Salta thana, 24-Parganas; 

( ? ' z ) that the villagers had about 4 years before excavated a canal 
13 mites long at theii own expense ; 



3068 QUESTIONS. [28th Sept., 

(in) tha? a sluice is accessary at the mouth of the canal where it 
falls into th# ftooghly; 

( iv } that the villagers have been moving the Government for the 
construction of the sluie$ f 

( v ) that the whole area is going to be overflooded with the high 
tide water from the river Hooghly; 

(vi) that the homesteads of the villagers are uhder water; and 

(vii) that the cultivated fields are now overflooded? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of con- 
structing the sluice at the mouth of the canal ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar): (<*)(?’), (v) and (vi) No; only the low portions of this 
area are flooded during high tides. 

(it) Yes. 

(in) No; the correct treatment is to leave the khal open to tides 
during the months when the water in the river Hooghly in that locality 
is sweet and to erect a bund annually when the water becomes saline. 

(iv) Yes. 

(vu) The low area remained water-logged for some time owing to 
incessant rain during last July and August, but the surplus water has 
now been drained to a great extent. The condition of the crops is 
fairly good. 

(b) No. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: I take it, Sir, that “Salta” in 
(?) of my question is a misprint for “Falta”. 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware 
that even the high lands were submerged under water during the rainy 
season and crops were completely destroyed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is not the report which I have received from the department. 


District Board contribution to the General Hospital, Jatpaiguri. 

*303. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department aware — 

(i) that all the District Boards in North Bengal are contributing 
large sums of mon^y to the General Hospital at Jalpaig url > 
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(«) that the number of patients both' indoor and outdoor have 
increased largely; 

i* 

(Hi) that a serious handicap is being felt there for want of a suit- 
able number of medical oncers ; and 

(iv) that the Executive Committee were obliged to bring the matter 
to the notice of the Surgeon-General through their Secre- 
tary, the Civil Surgeon of Jalpaiguri, without any result? 


(b) Is it a fact that the two extra Resident Medical Officers recom- 
mended by the State Medical Faculty have been provided? If not, 
whemwill the appointment be made? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Jackson Medical School, Jalpaiguri, has 
got a separate teacher for each of the two major subjects, viz., Surgery 
and Midwifery? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why this recommendation of the State 
Medical Faculty is not being carried out? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. A statement for the last three years is laid on the table. 

(a) (Hi), (iv) and (6) The appointment of one ResidenUMedical 
Officer was recommended by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration. 
The question of increasing the hospital staff is primarily a matter for the 
hospital authorities and not for Government. The matter is, however, 
receiving my consideration. 

{ c ) The question of the appointment of a separate teacher for each 
major subject in this school is under the consideration of Government 
along with similar proposals in respect of other Government Medical 
Schools. 

(d) No such recommendation was made by the State Medici*! 
faculty. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (ii) of starred question No. 303 . 




1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

Indoor patients 

, , 

. . 1,429 

1,540 

1,779 

Outdoor patients 

•• 

.. 16,422 

17,129 

20,683 


Total 

.. 17,851 

18,669 

22,462 
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Number of institutions amt associations under ben. 

*• 

*304. Mr. BIR^ftDItA NATH MAZU^DAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware that a 
number of associations and institutions in Bengal were ptit under ban 
and declared illegal during the days of Civil Disobedience Movement 
between 1930 and 1932 P 

( b ) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the ban has since been 

* withdrawn from all or any of them? If so, when and for whom? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the institutions and associations which are still 

under ban; and 

(ii) the reasons for still keeping the ban in force in each case. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Statistical information is not available in the form desired by 
the hon’ble member and to compile it specially would entail an expen- 
diture of time, labour and money which Government regret they can- 
not see their way to undertake. 

(c) (i) A statement giving the required information is laid on the 
Library table. 

(ii) It is necessary to retain the ban in order to prevent interference 
with the administration of law and the maintenance of public security 
but as 1 stated in reply to another question the policy of Government 
is one of progressive amelioration, and removal of the restrictions will 
be considered in due course. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Abhoy Ashram at Comilla interferes with 
the administration of law and the maintenance of public security? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question of removal 
of some of these restrictions is now under consideration. In the past 
the Abhoy Ashram did certainly do so. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: With regard to this 
question, first of all I beg to draw your attention to one fact that this 
question which I sent in has been horribly mutilated and a very large 
"portion of the original question has been omitted altogether. 
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Mr. SPEYER: Mr. ilajumdar, I may tell you that if I were to 
exercise my powers very strictly, your question would have been dis- 
allowed on the ground of its length. Idiave put jour question in such 
a form that it might be admissible. 

, w 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister , 
be pleased to state whether since the 1 st April, 1937 , Government have 
removed the ban from anyone of the-organisations which had already 
been under the ban before that date? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to the statement made by him that the 
question of the removal of restrictions will be considered in due course r 
when the removal is likely to begin ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It all depends on the 
various places. As far as Tippera is concerned, it may begin very 
shortly. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the gentlemen who belong to this institution ar& 
under any ban at the present moment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The ban is against the 
institution. I do not know anything about the gentlemen concerned. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the “Kanya Siksha Samity” is a girl school? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the Birendra Ashram at Palong is an institution com- 
posed of one library table and a homoepathic dispensary? 

The Hon’bje Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quit* possible. 

Properties of the Abhoyasram, Malikanda, Dacca. 

?a05. Mr. MOkORANJAN BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
®0Jsrter in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
•tate 'whether properties other than agricultural lands of the Abhoy- 

isram, Malikanda, in the district 1 of Dacca were sold by the Government (f - 

*'* 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bk 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the amount for which th$y were sold; 

(ii) what was the area of the agricultural land belonging to tht 

Asram taken possession of by the Government; 

\iii) whether that agricultural land was sold or let on rent; 

(iv) if sold, what was the a»ount for which it was sold; and 

(v) if let on rent, what were the terms on which it was let? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
.Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) what was the total amount received up till now; and 

(ii) when was the order for sale or letting on rent passed? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge lay on the table a copy 
of the said order? 

The HOff’ble Khwaja Sir 1 NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Moveable properties 
of the Malikanda Asram, police-station Dohar, were sold. 

(b) (i) They were sold for Rs. 318. 

(ii) The area of the land taken possession of by Government was 
approximately 1£ pakhis. It was homestead land with some compound 
which could be used for agricultural purposes. 

(Hi) Let on rent. 

(iv) Does not arise. 

(v) The land was let on rent for a period of one year. The rent 
was fixed at Rs. 2 only as there was little local competition to take a 
lease. 

(c) (i) Nothing has been paid up to date. 

(ii) As far as the information is available, the order for letting on 
rent was passed in November, 1933. 

(d) The order is not traceable. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the immovable properties sold included the huts 
on the land? ** 

.The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

The Hon’ble Minister has in his reply to the last few questions been 
repeating the stock replyy^T ask for notice.” May we not submit 
$ir, that the very fact of putting i qtfesfioi Jjs & sufficient notice an 
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the Hon’ble Minister should come prepared with all relevant matters. 
Our Deputy Leader once drew your attention to this fact. I submit, 
Sir, that if the questions are purposely replied in such a fashion, the 
privilege of the House will be very seriously jeopardised. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I strongly protest, 
against these remarks of Dr. Sanyal. It is impossible to anticipate all * 
the supplementary questions that can be put— some relevant and some 
irrelevant. (The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq: “Relevant and 
irrelevant.”) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
Sir, if a question is irrelevant, then it is for the Speaker and not for 
the Chief Minister to rule that it is irrelevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I do not think that every casual 
remark is to be the subject matter of a point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Whenever irrelevant 
questions have been put, you have stopped them. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: With regard to (b)(i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the properties 
sold for Rs. 318? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult, as 
I stated before, to have all the materials before me. If the House can 
wait for 5 minutes I can look into the file and give all the information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, we cannot wait. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what is the law under which the properties were 
sold ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe it was under 
one of the Ordinances. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(b) (v), in which it is stated that the land was let out for Rs. 2 and 
| a lso to answer (b) (u), that the order for letting out the land was 
I on the 1st ^November, 1933, is it a fact that the land was let 

i °ut from November, 1933, to November, 1934, only? 

The Hon’hia Khwaja Srr NAZIMUDDIN: Originally, yes. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BISWAS: ..Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what happened to the land after 1934? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
* be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to refund the 
sale* proceeds to the Abhoy Ashram people? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any steps have 
been taken by Government to realise the rent in arrears? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. Very 
likely steps have been taken but I do not know why they have not been 
able to realise the rent. 

Post of Deputy Commissioner of Police, South District, Calcutta, 

*306. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department aware of the attempts made to post 
an outride Indian Police Officer as Deputy Commissioner, South Dis- 
trict, Calcutta, superseding the claims of Assistant Commissioners of 
the Calcutta Police in the vacancy to be caused by the retirement of 
Rai B. N. Banerjee Bahadur? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a Sub-Inspector of Police is 
working as Central Reserve Officer for about 4 months last in contraven- 
tion of Government sanction of an Inspector for the post? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the post 
has ever been held by a Mussalman? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) As one of the posts of 
Deputy Commissioner is specifically reserved as a 1 ‘listed post” no 
question of superseding the claims of Assistant Commissioners can 
arise. 

(b) Yes, but Government did not sanction a post of Inspector for 
this purpose. 

r 

(c) Since 1909, no Muhammadan has held the post. The disposi- 
tion of the force is made by the Commissioner of Police and anyone 
irrespective of the class or community to which he may belong may hold 
a particular post provided he is considered suitable* 
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Maulvi 8YED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY : Will the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister be pleesed to tell us the neroe of the Mull fun mod an 
Officer who held that post before 1909? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Promotion of some junior members of the Provincial Executive 

Service. 

*307. Rai Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be 
pleased to state whether recently some junior members of the Provint ial 
Executive Service have been promoted to hold the “listed” posts in 
supersession of the claims of many senior members of that service? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the names of such members, who have been promoted to new 
“listed” appointments during the last three years; 

(ii) their respective positions in the cadre of the Provincial 
' Executive Service as appearing in the half-yearly Bengal 
Civil List of January, 1937 ; 

{Hi) these officers are at first given temporary and officiating 
appointments, and after a few such temporary appointments 
are confirmed in such “listed” posts over the heads of many 
senior members of the Provincial Executive Service ; and 

(tv) the reason why the claims of senior officers are so ignored and 
junior officers are promoted out of their turn? 

(c) Is the Government aware — 

(?) that the promotions of such junior officers have caused and are 
causing great discontent among the members of the Pro- 
vincial Executive Service; and 

(??) of the effect of such abnormal promotions of junior members, 
on the Provincial Service as a whole? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the cases 
°f the officers of the Provincial Executive Service who have been super- 
seded were examined to find out their fitness to hold such “lifted” 
posts? 

(e) Will the Government consider the desirability of reconsidering 

policy of proittotion to the “listed” posts from the Provincial 

xecutive Service accbrding to seniority and merit? 
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TfceHen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

6 ) (i)~ .: 

(1) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Fazlul Karim. 

(2) Mr. Srimanta Kumar Das Gupta. 

(3) Mr. Hari Charan Bose. 

(4) Rai Bijay Bihar i Mukharji Bahadur. 

(5) Khan Bahadur A. H. M. Abdul Hye. 

.. (6)' Khan Bahadur Muhammad Mahmud. 

(7) .Rai Sarada Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur, i.s.o. 

(8) Rai Jamini Prasanna Ray Bahadur. 

(n) On the 1st January, 1937, Nos. (1) and (2) had already reti 
from Government service. Nos. (3) and (4) were already confirmed 
listed posts as Magistrates and Collectors and were therefore not she 
in the grade of Deputy Collectors. Nos. (5), (6) and (7) were just be 
Nos. (1) and (2) in the selection grade of Deputy Collectors on 1st Ja 
ary, 1937. No. (8) was No. (75) in the grade of Deputy^’ polled 
below the selection grade on 1st January, 1937. 

(Hi) and (iv) They are given officiating appointments to* and 
confirmed? listed posts on consideration of merit and seniority and 
on consideration of seniority only. 

( c ) I am aware that some members of the Executive Branch of 
Bengal Civil Service have felt some disappointment in the matler 
promotion to listed posts. 

(d) Yes. 

-(•) No. 


Present Subdivisional Officer of Chuadanga, Nadia. 

•308. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ 
Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleas 
to state whether Government have received a representation maki 
certain allegations against the present Subdivisional Officer, Chuadari 
(Nadia)? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’l 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what those allegations are ; and 

(n) what steps have the Government taken in the matter ? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said Suk divisional 
Officer — 

(i) seized the books of the merchants of Alamdanga; 

(n) kept them detained for a long* time ; and 

(Hi) received money from them? 

(d) If the answers to (r) are in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
have the Government taken or do they propose to take to prevent ^ 
recurrence of such action? 

The Hon ’hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (?) I understand that the Subdivision al Officer was making an 
enquiry into the alleged extortion committed by some merchants on 
cartmen and small retail dealers. For the purpose of this enquiry, the 
Subdivisional Officer took away their books for examination. 

(n) No. 

(Hi) The Subdivisional Officer never received money from the 
merchants. , • 

(d) I* dd v Vot tli ink that any such action is required. 

V ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister ^(fare that 
with Home Department letter No. 4574A, dated the 5th May, 1937, 
signed by the Registrar an acknowledgment has been made of the com- 
plaint referred to in this question? The Hon’ble Minister has just said 
“No” but his office has acknowdeged the letter. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so. Perhaps 
a mistake has been m§,de. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
a copy of the proceedings of No. G, Union Board, dated the 23rd April, 

1 1937, was forwarded to his department (Chief Secretary) wherein it was 
| stated that (the hon’ble meAiber quoted the letter in Bengali)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that you know that over 
tfds question there ^ae a good deal of difference of opinion as to its 
admissibility in the original form. I am helpless in the matter. I did 
it in a specific form in the beginning but you ruled that because 
J & ave specific names you would not admit it, so I put it in a general 
form. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If you put supplementary questions, you are 
entitled to get the information. 

Dr. NALINAKSMA 8ANYAL: But the Hon’ hie Minister says that 
’he requires notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He requires notice because the information 
required is not readily available and that he will give the reply in due 
time. 

Df>jNAl.lNAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Subdivision al Officer wanted Rs. 200 as the minimum contribution 
from the merchants of Alamdanga .towards the fund started at his 
instance there for the Coronation ceremony? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
because the merchants could manage to pay 11s. 10 only and not tlio 
fabulous sum of Rs. 200 the books were seized and they were harassed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Dr. fcrrLINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
on the 9th of June after nearly three weeks the books were kept seized, 
this money — Rs. 100 from one merchant and another Rs. 100 from 
another merchant — was actually paid to one Sudhindra Nath Acharjee 
in the presence of the 2nd officer who knew all about it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to stop you from putting supple- 
mentary questions which are relevant to the matter, but I feel that, in 
view of the detailed allegations that you are making, it is better for 
you as a member of this Assembly to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister and obtain necessary information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have already addressed a personal 
letter to the Hon’ble Minister but I have not got any reply to it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I must allow you to put further 
supplementary questions. I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hdn’ble Minister he 
pleased to state in regard to the alleged extortion committed on som e 
of the merchants whether there was any complaint before the Subdivi- 
eional Offiqer and, if so, whether he took any judicial notice of it. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. It is 
not possible to go into a detailed examination without looking into the 
papers. I think I have had to answer more than 200 or 300 questions 
in this session. It is not possible for me to go into all of them in detail 
and 'be ready to answer supplementary questions. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: But has he answered 
any question properly? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Up to this day about GOO questions have, been 
answered in this session. In view of that you cannot expect , the 
Hon’ble Minister to be ready to answer every supplementary question 
put to him. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: I submit, Sir, that 
questions which have been answered have been answered in such a bald 
manner that there has been no answer at all. 

Dr. fiALINAKSHA SANYAL: In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s 
frank admission that he is not prepared for supplementary questions, 
will he be prepared to make an investigation into these alt#!tions? 

The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I shall look into this 
matter if the hon’ble member will supply me with details. 


Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited. 

*309. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what are the* terms* of the agreement that have been entered by 

Government with the Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited; 

(ii) what amount has since been paid to this company by Govern- 

ment: * 

(Hi) who aiy the^ersonnel or what are the concerns that received 
adv&tices from the above company; 

(iv) whether Government receive reports of the activities of the 
company ; 
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( v ) whether the Government have ever announced to the public th< 

opportunities offered by the company; 

(vi) whether the Government know if it is a profiting concern; 

(yii) whether it is a fact that the Managing Agent of the company 
is the brother of the Director of Industries; and 

(vm) whether Nawab Sir K. G. M. Faroqui is in any way concernec 
in the profits of the company or whether there is a proposal 
of his joining the company in the near future? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (i) A copy of the agreement is laid on the Library table. 

(it) Nothing. 

(Hi) The information is not available. The Industrial Credit 
Syndicate, Limited, is an ordinary limited liability company, incor- 
porated under the Indian Companies Act, 1913, and the details of its 
business transactions cannot be made public without the consent of its 
Directors and shareholders. 

(iv) AdA^tion is invited to clause 4 of the Agreement. 

(v) Yes. Press communiques were issued and the company’s pro- 
spectus published. 

(v i) The company only commenced business in May this year. No 
question of reckoning “profit” has yet arisen. 

(mi) and (viii) No. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister sure about 
laying it on the Library Table? We could not find it there only 5 
minutes before the meeting began. • 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am positive about it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Government aware that 
there is a clause in the agreement by virtue of whidran amount of 
liability has devolved on the expenditure from the revenues of this 
province? Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is no law that 
empowers Government in this reaped? 
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Th* Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, certainly Govern- 
ment can accept a liability. Government can come into an agreement 
and can agree that in case of loss they will bear it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any enactment enabling Government 
to provide expenditure out of the revenues of this province on a matter 
like this? It is not a question of Government executing a contract. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. I believe the question. 

was put before the old Council, but I am subject to correction. It came 
up in the form of a resolution and the approval of the legislature was. 
taken on it. 


Babil NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What are the reasons which led 
Government to enter into that sort of agreement with a private com- 
pany? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: To encourage industries 

and to provide for unemployment. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Have Government got any con- 
trol over the affairs of the company? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDJN : I refer the hon’ble mem- 
ber to the agreement of the company. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to clause 2 of the- 
agreement, may we enquire whether Government keeps any control over 
the selection of persons to Whom the advances of loan are to be granted P 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not a matter of 

special cognisance. That is a matter of contract. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH COUDHURY: May I know the date on 
6 reso ^ u ^ on re ^ erre( l to was brought in the old Legislative 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I remembei 

’this question was brought before the old Legislative Council. I cannc 
remember the date and I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state whether it was the intention of Government to financ 
the new industrial corporation for the development of cottage indus 
tries ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the whole object o 
it. Those industrial concerns that cannot get loans from banks am 
otherwise will be financed by this Syndicate under certain conditions 


Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Is it the intention to promot 
any new industrial concern by financing it from this bank? 

* The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the hon’blc 
member to the prospectus of the company, a copy of which has been laic 
on the Library Table. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The copy was not there only 5 
minutes before the meeting began. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But you said just now that it was there. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I said that the agreement was 
there but not the prospectus. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case, I shall make an enquiry. 

* 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Who are the Managing Directors of 
the industrial enterprise and what is the name of the Director of Indus- 
tries? Is one of the Managing Directors of the company a brother of 
the Director of Industries? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The noting Director of 
industries is Mr. S. C. Mitter. The names of the Managing Directors 
trill be found in the prospectus. 
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Appointment of scheduled castes in the Department of Industries and the 
Industrial Research Laboratory. 

*310. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the* Agriculture and Industries Department he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the last 5 years — 

( i ) the number of scheduled castes appointed in the Industries 

Department and the Industrial Research Laboratories ; and 

(ii) the number of scheduled castes appointed in the Bengal Public 

Health Laboratory, and in the Laboratories in the Agricul- 
ture Department of the Government of Bengal at Dacca 
and Chinsura? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The information necessary to answer the question is being collected and 
will be sent to the member as soon as it is complete. 

Mr. MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be^ 
pleased to state how long lie will take to get this information? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot tell you how long it will take. 


Female waiting room at Kholahati railway station. 

*311. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communication and Works Department aware that there 
is no female waiting room at Kholahati railway station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of urging upon the Railway authorities 
concerned to take steps for the construction of a female waiting room 
at Kholahati? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja VrIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

[a) Yes. 

(b) The policy of the Railway Administration is to provide ladies’ 
^ier and third class waiting rooms at stations where the volume of 
baffic exceeds 50,000 passengers per annum. The number of passengers 
from Kholahati station is at present about 18,000 per annum only. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I should like to raise a point of 
°ider again. May we understand from you or from the Hoii’ble 
Minister concerned how far the Hon’ble Minister has jurisdiction over 
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questions of this nature which refer to a Central Subject ajrd if supple- 
mentary questions are asked, whether he i£ competent JJe&l with 
theip? ‘ 

4* * 


Mr. SPEAKER: If members put questions knowing £pll well that 
it is a matter of the Central Government, they know ffcat it is not 
always possible for the Hon’ble Minister concerned to, g^F^a suitable 
reply. In such cases I have followed the convention that if the matter 
is of public interest to this province, such questions shoulJMbe allowed. 
But I cannot say whether such supplementary questions will he 
answered. If the House desires that there should be no supplementary 
questions on a matter of Central responsibility, I may disallow them 
in future. (Voices: No; no.) 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference tb hfcswer (h), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the total, number of 
passengers both ways? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja Sir SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasim- 
bazar: I cannot say off-hand. 


Mussalman police officers. 

•312. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge olS&e Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, separately — 

( i ) the numerical strength of the staff employed in the Intelligence 

Branch, the Criminal Investigation Department and the 
Finger Print Bureau of the Bengal Police and of the Special 
Branch of the Calcutta Police rank by rank; and 

(ii) the number of Mussalmans in different ranks of these Branches? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased further to state — 

(i) bow the vacancy likely to he caused in January next by the 

retirement of the inspector attached to the Finger Print 
Bureau is projKJsed to be filled up; and 

(ii) what is the reason of absorption of a junior Hindu sub-inspector 

in the Bureau superseding the claims of senior Mussalman 
sub-inspectors in the last vacancy in July last? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) ( i ) The vacancy will be filled by the most suitable sub-inspector 

available. ** 

(ii) Such appointments are made on consideration of merit and 
seniority on}y. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to danse (a) of starred question. No. 312. 


Number of Mps- 
salmans employ- 
ed. 



Sanctioned 



strength. 





Total. 


Perm a- 

Tempo- 



nent. 

rary. 


L)eputy Inspector -General of 

1 


1 

Police 




Superintendent of Police 

1 


1 

Criminal Investigation De- 




partment , excluding Finger 




Print Bur^a%, 




Deputy Superintendent of 




Police 

1 


1 

Inspectors 

26 

5 

31 

Sub-Inspectors 

9 

4 

13 

Assistant Sub -Inspectors 

8 


8 

Head Constables 

2 


2 

Constables 

33 

21 

54 

Finger Print Bureau. 




Deputy Superintendent of 




Police 

1 


1 

Inspector 

1 


1 

Sub-Inspectors 

16 

4 

20 

Intelligence Branch. 




Deputy Superintendents of 




Police 

5 

5 

10 

Inspectors 

17 

12 

29 

Sub-Inspectors 

73 

22 

95 

Assistant Sub -Inspectors 

40 

7 

47 

Dead Constables 

2 

21 

23 

Watcher Constables 

46 

7 

53 

Constables 

30 

283 

313 

Special Branch. 




Deputy Commissioners 

Assistant Commissioners . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Wectors 

^-Inspectors . ’ ’ 

5 

11 

5 

6 

10 

17 

Sub -Inspectors . . 

P ea d Constable 

18 

i 

13 

31 

i 

portables 

59 

38 

97 


Perma- 

nent. 


6 

1 

1 

13 


Tempo- 

rary. 


1 

2 

3 

1 

21 


1 

4 

1 

8 

3 

33 


19 



Mr. MAHAMMAD ABUL FAZL: With referfiaoeio answer (a), 
which relates to the statement, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge he 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability, in view of' 
the low percentage of Muhammadans in the different branches, the 
desirability of taking in more Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question of fixing 
the percentage of appointments by direct recruitment is tinder consi- 
deration. As regards the rest, there is no question of reservation where 
promotions are concerned. ' . 


Steward, Calcutta Medical College. 

♦313. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(i) that the post of the Steward of the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospitals fell vacant lately; 

(it) that the said post has been given to an ^-Military European; 
and * 

(in) that there were more qualified candidates, both Hindus and 
Muslims, for the post? 

(6) the answers to (a) (u) and (in) are in the affirmative, wind 
were the reasons for not appointing qualified Indians? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) (t) Yes. 

(ii) The post has been given to an Anglo-Indian who served in the 
Indian Defence Force and has experience of catering and has worked , 
as a Steward before. 

(in) and (h) He was considered by the appointing authority to be 
the best qualified of the candidates who applied for the post. ^ 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who is the appointing authority for this post? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: The Superintendent 
of the Medical College Hospitals. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister plea se 
state what is the criterion which placed this gentleman above the ie.d 
of the candidates in the matter of this appointment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 
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Maulvi AfDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minis ter 
dndly stafe^ whether any Bengali has ever been appointed to this postP 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: This question has 
ilfeady been answered, Sir, in this House. Since the creation of thia 
post, fio Bengali has yet been appointed to it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if it is a* fact that persons who are dying are allowed to quicken 
the process of death when there is a shortage of dead bodies for practical 
and dissection work? 

Thfe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T protest, Sir, most 
strongly against this serious allegation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear Dr. Sanyal’s question ^ith atten- 
tion. Will he kindly repeat it? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will repeat it in proper time, a3 
I am afraid it does not relate to this question 4 but to the next one. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is why I was wondering as to how Dr. 
Sanyal’s supplementary question could arise out of this question. 

yiv 

Disposal of unclaimed dead bodies of Hindus. ~ 

*314. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) With refer- 
ence to the reply given to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred question* 
No. 7, dated the 11th November, 1936, will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether such a conference was held ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale the decision arrived at in the conference? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the representatives of the Hindus objected to 

dead bodies of men and women of their community only being subjected 
to dissection? • 

(d) Have the Government communicated the views of the Hindu 
leaders to other communities specially the community which was- 
absent from the conference? If not, why not? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of passing 
orders against the dissection of unclaimed Hindu dead bodies in all’ 
Medical Schools an’d Colleges? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a strong feeling of 
resentment among the Hindus against the prevailing method of disposal 1 
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•of unclaimed dead bodies of Hindus dying in ‘the hospitals of Calcutta 
.and at the failure of the Government to redress theit gjifcvahces in this 
.respect ? ' 


(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Govern- 
ment propose to take a final action in this matter (especially in view 
-of the fact that the matter has been under their consideration foT* about 
iour years) ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : (a) Yes. 

( b ) No decision was arrived at. . 

(c) Yes. 

( d ) No, as it is proposed to convene another conference of repre- 
sentatives of all the communities concerned. 

( e ) and ( g ) The matter is under consideration. Final decision can- 

not be reached until after the conference referred to in- answer to ques- 
tion^) has been held. ; , - # 

(/) Complaints have been made to Government against the use of 
unclaimed Hindu dead bodies for dissection purposes and it was pri- 
marily with a view to arriving at an agreed settlement on this vexed 
question that Government convened the conference referred to by the 
hon’ble member in clause (a) above. 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it will be convenient if supplementary 
•questions are put after the replies to questions Nos. 314 and 315 are 
read out, as both of them deal with kindred matters. 


Disposal of dead bodies in the Calcutta hospitals. 

*315. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the* Hon’ble 
Minister in charge qf the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state how dead bodies in the Calcutta hos- 
pitals are disposed of? , 

(b) Is it a fact that only Hindu dead bodies are given for dis- 
section to the various medical schools and colleges? 

(c) Is it a fact that Christian dead bodies are given over to the 
Christian community with certain fee per body for its due burial? 

(d) Is it a fact that Moslem dead bodies are given over to the 
Moslem community for burial with a ceriain amount of fee per body. 

( e ) Is it a fact that the Hindu dead bodies are not made over to 
any one and that no fee is paid for the disposal of Hindu bodies? 
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(/) Is it a fact that a Conference of the representatives of the 
different oomilpfiities was called in 1936 by the then Hon’ble Minister 
and that the said Conference was attended to by all the communities 
except the Moslem community? 

(g) If the answer to clause (/) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be, pleased to state what is the result of the said 
Conference ? 

( h ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it is repugnant to the feel- 
ings and sentiments of the Hindus and their shastras if their dead 
bodies are touched by others outside the Hindu community? 

(z) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that a feeling of resentment 
prevails amongst the Hindu community for this apathy of the authorities 
in the matter of the disposal of Hindu bodies? 

( j) Do the Government consider the desirability of making equitable 
rules for the disposal of dead bodies of all communities? 

(/t ) Do the Government consider the desirability of making over 
Hindu dead bodies for disposal to the Hindu Satkar Samity and pay 
the necessary fees for cremation ? 

The HOfl’hle Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Under rule 
38A(4) of the Manual of Buies for the Management of hospitals and 
dispensaries under Government control, unclaimed dead bpdies of 
patients are disposed of under local arrangements. The unclaimed dead 
bodies of Muhammadan patients are made over to a Muhammadan 
Association for burial. The unclaimed dead bodies of Christian patients 
are sent "for pauper burial through the undertakers. The unclaimed 
dead bodies of Gurkha patients used to be made over to the Gurkha 
Stri Dukh Sudharak Samaj but the Association is reported to be no 
longer in existence. 

(6) Yes. * 

(<•) The unclaimed dead bodies are sent for pauper burial through 
the undertakers. The cost of burial of these bodies, so far as the 
Medical College Hospitals and the Campbell Hospital are concerned, is 
home by Government. * 

(d) No. 

(e) and (k) Unclaimed dead bodies of Hindu patients are either 
iaade over to the Hindu Satkar Samity or cremated through the agency 

the Calcutta Corporation. A certain number of them is also utilised 
^ or purposes of dissection and practical surgery. Government are not 
prepared to undertake liability for payment of fees for the disposal of 
an y such bodies. 

(/) and (g) Yes. No final decision was reached. 

63 
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(h) I am afraid it is a matter of opinion. 

(i) Complaints have been made to Government agaihst the use of 
unclaimed Hindu dead bodies for dissection purposes and it was primarily 
with a view to arriving at an agreed settlement on this vexed question 
that Government convened the Conference referred to by the hon’ble 
member in question (/) above. 

(;) I propose to convene a representative Conference as early as 
possible with a view to reaching an arrangement agreed to by all the 
communities concerned. In this connection I may point out that if it 
is not possible to retain a certain number of unclaimed bodies for pur- 
poses of dissection and practical surgery, instruction in anatomy, 
pathology, and operative surgery will necessarily come to a standstill, 
rendering it quite impossible to impart satisfactory medical education 
in these branches. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I now, Sir, repeat my supple- 
mentary question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in some cases Hindu patients who are , 
on the of dying are allowed to hasten the process of death when 

the boys of the College have not got' a sufficient number of dead bodies 
for dissection purposes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal, your supplementary ques- 
tion amounts to an abuse of the right of putting supplementary ques- 
tions. So, I disallow it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister please state, with reference to answer (b) of question No. 314, 
why no decision was arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, all I can see from 
the proceedings and papers is that no decision was arrived at. Certain 
discussions were held and certain opinions were expressed by the gentle- 
men present. I might add that representatives of certain communi- 
ties were not present, and consequently it was not possible for Govern- 
ment to come to a proper decision. That is my personal opinion, but 
it is after all a matter of inference. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: Will the _ Hon’ble j 

Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that other communities ^ ere I 
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not represented at the conference, then what is the ground for supposing 
that if another conference is held, as is referred to answer (d), those 
communities will be represented at the conference? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALIs It is expected that 
they will be present. 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHOUDHURY: With reference to 
answer (/) of question No. 314, where it is said that it was primarily 
with a view to arriving at an agreed settlement, etc., etc., will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, if there had been no agreed settle- 
ment, then what grounds there are for supposing that another conference 
will facilitate an agreed settlement being come to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, man lives in hope ! 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : We expect to have 
better results next time, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether for dissection purposes only Hindu dead bodies are used 
and why no Muhammadan dead bodies are allowed to be utilized, as I 
do not find any mention of Muhammadan dead bodies in the answer? 
(Cries of “Too communal!”) Will he further state whether Muham- 
madan students practise dissection on Hindu dead bodj*^ and no 
Muhammadan dead bodies are permitted to be used for the purpose? 
Is there no proportional representation in this case? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think Dr. Sanyal might leave the 
dead bodies alone in their peace and repose. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Muhammadan dead bodies ever remain unclaimed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 

1 will now pass on to the next question as there is still a huge list 
to go through and there a*e only 4 minutes to dispose of them. 

SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWER8. 
Gases of sales stayed under orders of Debt Settlement Boards. 

*315A. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative, Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department been drawn to the decision reported in page 
13 °7 of the 41 C.W.N. ? 



am 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 28 th Stop., 


( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action is being taken in respect to 
those cases where sales have been stayed under the orders of the Debt 
Settlement Boards? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate any steps, legislative or other- 
wise, to be taken in this matter? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVt, CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick) : («) Yes. 

(b) The matter is entirely within the discretion of the Civil Court 
concerned and Government cannot issue any orders in this behalf. 

(c) No Legislative measures are contemplated with regard to these 
cases, and Government have no authority to take any executive action. 


Deputy Superintendent, Dacca Medical School. 

*315B. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate of Dacca, has 
submitted his report on the enquiry into the allegations of the girl 
students of the Dacca Medical School against the Deputy Superin- 
tendent of the said School? 

( b ) If^'e answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the findings of the District Magistrate; 

(h) whether his report will 'be published ; and 

(Hi) if so, when? 

(c) Will the Hon’lble Minister be pleased to state from when and 
for how many years has the said Superintendent been holding the post 
in the Dacca Medical School? 

(d) Is it a fact that his transfer has been overdue? 

(fi) Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of transfer- 
ring him from the Dacca Medical School in view of the situation arising 
of the complaints against him? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Since! IJth October 1930. 

(d) No. He has been granted three years' extension of tenure fr oin 
nth October 1935 . 

(e) No, as.the matter of the complaint is still under inquiry and his 
' tenure has one year more to run. 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. There are two very important 
short-notice questions on the Andamans’ prisoners, and I am anxious 
that the Home Minister should be able to answer them to-day within 
the allotted time. 

Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas will first put his question, and then Rai 
Harendra Nath Choudhury. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department he pleased to state whether 
this Provincial Government has recommended the repatriation of any 
terrorist convicts since the termination of the hunger-strike in the 
Andamans? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Let me answer Maulvi 
Abdul Latif Biswas’s question first. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Government have 
accepted the principle of repatriation and thirty-four terrorist convicts 
arrived from the Andamans Islands on the 25th September. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister that the question was whethemhe Govern- 
ment of Bengal applied for repatriation ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This question will be 
answered in proper course when I come to reply to the question of Rai 
Harendra Nath Choudhury, but I may say that, without our applying 
to the Government of India for their repatriation, how could these 
Andamans prisoners come to India? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state whether ft is a fact that the Government of Bengal has applied for 
the repatriation of only 35 Andamans prisoners? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
| Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons for their not applying 

for the repatriation of all the Andamans prisoners belonging to this 
province? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the answer given by the Home 
Secretary of the Government of India in reply to an interpellation of 
■Mr. Satyamurti regarding the repatriation of the Andamans prisoners 
that while other provincial Governments have asked for the repatriation 
°f all their Andamans prisoners the Government of Bengal have not? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The attention of 

the hon’ble member is invited to the reply which I have just given to 
the question asked by Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas. 

( b ) I propose to explain the general position to leaders of groups 
in the legislature at the conference which is to be held to-morrow. 

(c) No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the personnel of the conference that he proposes for 
to-morrow? (Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas : That is out in the papers.) 
Papers we do not recognize here. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the list 
of the names with me here, but I can give some of the names from 
memory. The names have been published in to-day’s papers. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: A supplementary 
question, Sir. My question (c) was to the effect whether the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister is aware of the reply given by the Home Secretary 
to the Government of India to the interpellation of Mr. Satyamurti 
and he says that he is not aware. Surely, he must have seen this reply. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I am not aware. 
1-have not seen it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the list of members that are going to meet to-morrow at the pro- 
posed conference, there appear names of persons who are certainly not 
recognized in this House as leaders of parties 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. So far as the question of per- 
sonnel is concerned, that cannot be the subject-matter #of a question 
which in essence is the question of repatriation only. * > - 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. But he has stated that a confer- 
ence is going*to be held. 

"Mr. SPEAKER: He might have, but it is not open in this question 
to put a question on the question of personnel. You can put a further 
question if you like, and, incidentally, I might inform Dr. Sanyal 
that both the *ngreement and 4he prospectus of the Industrial Credit 
Syndicate, Limited, were placed on the Library Table. 
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Dr. NAL1NAKSHA SANYAL: May I now draw your attention, 
Sir, to the fact that these papers might have been placed there after 
we had left? I submit — and I submit with knowledge — that the usual 
practice of putting papers on the Library Table half an hour before the 
fitting was not complied with to-day. I am prepared to prove it with 
the help of the members of this House, and the clerk of your department 
fvho also adjnitted that he could not get it in time from the department 
?oncerne<}; and it was placed there only 5 minutes before the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am only referring to a statement of facts. 
You said that a copy of agreement was not there and I immediately sent 
one of our officers to get it. I am afraid you are assuming too much 
confidence and your statement does not escape the charge of attribution 
of motives. 


. GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now we will take up discussion on amendments 
under clause 23. Before I do that I may say that I find that the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister has slightly amended his original draft in 
view of the statement which I made yesterday. The amendment has 
been divided into two parts and during the prayer interval 1 will get 
the other part cyclostyled and circulated. I would not have admitted 
it if 1 had not seen that there are some amendments to the same effect * 
before the House. In view of the wishes of some of the members who 
have given the amendments, this portion can be taken in the meantime. 

I will get it circulated immediately after the prayer time. 

Another thing — I would like to know the opinion of the House on the 
enquiry of Dr. Sanyal yesterday as to how long we are going to continue. 
A good number of members also enquired how long this session was 
going to continue, as they are very anxious to know where they stand. 

1 do not know what they would do in the matter. 

.*,'<*• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If we co- 
operate we could finish it to-morrow. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If we do not finish 

f°-day, at least the amendment portion, I suggest that we sit after 
dinner and finish the amendments. Then on the 29th we can go on 
the third reading starting from 2 o’clock. It is not an unusual 
Parliamentary practice and it has been 'done in the old Council once. 
Most of the members are waiting for the opportunity of speaking at 
the time of the third reading. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[28th Sept.,, 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think 3 to 8 will be good enough. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Just as you like 

* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: It is simply impossible 
for us to continue after 8 o’clock. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The position so far as this side of 
the House is concerned must be made clear. We are anxious that 
meetings of this House do take place sufficiently long and we do not 
stand in the way of prolonged hours. But this is a Bill which requires 
very careful study of details and it requires such an amount of applica- 
tion that prolonged sitting is extremely trying both for you and for our- 
selves. In view of this, we do not think we should sit beyond 8 o’clock. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest that in view of the desire of the House 
that we should finish as soon as possible, every member — I do not 
enforce it as a rule and I cannot do it — it he wants to speak should 
confine his speech to five minutes. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my motion 
wants sub-section 8GA(2) to be deleted. My object for moving' this 
motion is that at present there is Regulation XVIil of 1825 which 
governs the relationship between landlords and tenants so far as alluvion 
and diluvial are concerned. It allows the tenant’s right to hold the 
tenantry after its reappearance whether it reappears after 2 years, 20 
years or 200 years. The law of the land is very clear on the point that 
once the land is in existence but disappears later on and reappear 
afterwards, it is the property of the person who holds it irrespective of 
any question of limitation. This proposed section 86A(2) wants to make 
the limitation 20 years thus “notwithstanding anything contained in 
this Act or in any other law r , if such lands or a portion thereof reappear 
within twenty years of the loss by diluvion, the tenant shall have the 

right to have his tenancy No reason and no logic can be 

found for divesting the tenants of the right which he possessed. There 
of its future possession. There should not be any law depriving the 
tenants of this right to hold this land after 1 reappearance. Under the 
law of Regulation XVIII of 1825 when a land is lost by diluvion and 
afterwards reappears, the tenants could not be called upon to pay arrears 
of rent or interest for any of the years during which the land was sub- 
merged. When the land is submerged under this rule the landlord 
could not claim any rent from the tenant, because the land is not in use 
is no reason why after a lapse of 20 years the tenant should be deprived 
and the tenant is not in occupation of the land. In the proposed sub- 
section it has been provided that the tenant will have to pay the arrears 
of rent, without interest, in respect of the land which has reappeared 
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for the period during which it was wholly lost. The tenant has had no 
use of the land during the period it was submerged, and there is no 
reason why the tenant should be asked to pay rent for the land during 
the period it was submerged. 

Then, Sir, if this amendment is accepted, the last 5 lines of clause 
(7) of section 86A disappears automatically and there is a motion about 
the abolition of this portion which has been accepted by the Hon’ble 
Minister. So the net result of it will be that while in section 8GA(7) 
the law is clarified by saying that if the lands of a tenure or holding or 
a portion of such lands are wholly lost by diluvion, “the rate of rent of 
the tenure or holding shall be abated, etc.” Now, Sir, this is a very 
salutory provision. But the proposed sub-section 86A(2) is wholly 
against the interest of the tenants. It penalises the tenants by com- 
pelling him to pay rent for the land which has been lost by diluvion 
and which he would not make use of. There is no reason why the law 
which was enunciated in 1825 should now be changed for the incon- 
venience of the tenants. The law of 1825 is a very salutory law, and 
]t is very equitable both for the landlord and for the tenant. The simple 
principle of that law is — when there is diluvion you do not pay and 
when the land reappears you pay from the date of reappearance. But 
the proposed sub-section 80(2)(«) deprives the tenants of that valued 
right. Therefore, I submit before this House that my amendment 
which also stands in the name of Mr. Abdul Bari should be accepted. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(. A ft er adjourn ment . ) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I enquire if amendment No. 1073 
was moved yesterday? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was not moved. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I have the permission to move it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am* sorry I cannot allow it. If once I create a 
precedent, it will be very difficult to get along. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, in reply to 
^hat has been said by Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen, I just want to point 
°ut to him that it is not a fact that Regulation of 1825 gave the right 
1° the tenant to reoccupy the land without any payment of rent. In 
fact, that Regulation refers only to accretion and not to reformation 
Vtl situ which is the proposal in this Bill. I would refer him to sub- 
! clause ( 3 ) of my Bill. That is exactly the same as section 3 of that 
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regulation referred to by the honourable member. So the whoh 
argument is fallacious and misleading. With these few words I oppose 
the amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, may I move a short-notice amend- 
ment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry ; ,it is too late and I have beer 
flooded with short-notice amendments. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: My idea is that so far as sub-clause (2) 
is concerned, it is trying to take away the rights of the tenants. Up 
till now the tenants have got an unlimited right to occupy the land 
after its reappearance. That right is going to be restricted by putting 
this clause here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry; I have closed the debate. Nobody 
rose up immediately after Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen. 

^ Mr. RA8IK LAL B IS WAS: I rose up but as Mr. Abdul Bari was 
speaking I had to sit down. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : We do not know, Sir, 
the Hon’ble Minister’s mind. He has not replied to other amendments. 
Why should not an opportunity be given to us ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the point -which I was just considering. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in clause 
23, in sub-section (2) (a) of section 86A, line 3, for the word ‘ ‘twenty” 
the word “thirty ’ 9 shall be substituted. 

My amendment is this: The proposed clause 23 (2) (a) is that 
4 ‘Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any other law, 
if such lands or a portion thereof reappear within twenty years of the 
loss by diluvion, the tenant shall have the right to have his tenancy 
thereof revived and to be restored to possession on payment of the 
arrears of rent, without interest, in respect of the land which has 
reappeared for the period during which it was wholly lost or for five 
years, whichever is less.” 

My amendment is that the period should be extended to thirty years. 
My reason for moving this amendment is this. If you refer to section 
•86A of the Bengal Tenancy Act as it was before, if you refer to sub- 
section (2), it lays down that “Nothing in this section shall prevent 
the accrual of rights under the operation of any other enactment & 
any portion of the lands of a tenure or holding which have been lost by 
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liluvion, if such lands thereafter reappear as an accretion thereto.’ ’ 
My point is this that sub-section (2) gave a certain right that if the 
ands reappear at any time the tenants had the right of accretion, but 
;hat right has been taken away by the proposed sub-section (2) (a) 
)f section 86A. I want the period of twenty years to be extended to 
hirty years. So I hope if you want to give relief to the tenant, you 
ill should give unstinted support to this amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, so far as section 8GA of the present 
let is concerned, it says that so long as a land remains diluviated the 
enant will have to pay rent and on the reappearance of the land the 
enant will have the right to re-occupy the land whatever may be the 
ength of period the land might have remained under water. It may 
)e, Sir, that a certain part of the land remains under water for more 
lian 30 or 40 years, and if the tenant continues to pay rent for the 
>eriod of diluvion he will have the right after that period to occupy 
he land— whatever the period, 30 or 40 years it may be. So far as the 
resent clause is concerned, it restricts that right of reoccupation, with 
if course the variation that the tenant will not be required to pay any 
’ent for the period the land remained diluviated, but his right is 
estricted to the extent that after the period of 30 or 40 years lie will 
lot be permitted to go upon that land. That shows that the amend- 
uent is going back upon the existing Act itself; it also shows that the 
11111 e right that was vested in the tenant heretofore is g^ing to be 
aken away from him. Therefore, I would appeal to the Hon’ble 
We n ue Minister to consider whether sub-clause (2) of clause 23 should 
)e w ’ithdrawn or not, and I would also appeal to him just to see whether 

ie is going to make legislation in such a way as to give some rights 

o the tenants. Whether he will be justified in taking away the right 
hat already exists is a matter for serious consideration. Of course so 
ar as tlle amendment of my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas is concerned, 
t gives the tenant a right to occupy the land after the expiry of 30 
ears 5 but there might be contingencies particularly in the case of 
finds which may remain diluviated for 40 or 50 years before reappear- 
nce. But in that case the tenants will not have the right to reoccupy 
16 °n payment of 4 years’ rent. Therefore, that is a restriction 

n ^ ie right of the tenant. In this view of the matter, I think the 

e etion of sub-clause (2) of clause 23 is advisable; and I submit that 
^niments Nos. 1083 and 1084 which stand in the name of Mr. 
a gen ra Nath Sen and myself should in all fairness be accepted. 

J* 8p EAKER: From that point of view I think the original 
r - draft was much better than the draft presented now. The 

^ gma draft runs as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding anything contained 
18 or * n any other law, if such lands or a portion thereof 
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reappear within twenty years of the loss by diluvion, the tenant she 
have the right to have his tenancy thereof revived ” But 


Mr. Bari takes the responsibility of moving the deletion of that clau 
and substitute another in its place, he may do so. 

' The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may point 01 
that as a matter of fact we are not taking away any right. 

\ 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I am afraid he is. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I just dra 
his attention to sub-clause (J) of the Bill clause. This is practical 
the same as sub-clause (>‘J) of section 8GA. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May 1 submit, Sir, that the interpretatic 
given by the Hon’ble Minister to sub-clausS (. 3 ) is not correct 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He need not g< 
impatient; let me finish first. 

Sub-clause ( 3 ) provides the safeguards which my honourable frien 
wants to insert. This is practically sub-section ( 2 ) of section 87A. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sub-.clause (3) says “Except as provide 
in this section, nothing shall prevent the accrual of rights uncler th 
operation of any other enactment in any portion of the lands of 
tenure or holding which have been lost by diluvion, if such lands there 
after reappear as an accretion thereto.” 

“Any other enactment” does not mean the Bengal Tenancy Act- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This covers the Alluvion and Diluvion Act. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is th 
language ? ( 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That relates only to reformation in situ 
It does not deal with the limitation of time regarding the occupatioi 
of that land by the tenant.* Therefore, it does not affect the provision 1 

of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

* 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: If he says that sub-section W 
as it stands, is the same as sub-clause ( 3 ), then why not retain the o< 
sub-section ( 2 ) ? 
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Thfl Hon’M* Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: May I read out 
the two sections, Sir? The old sub-section ( 2 ) of section 8CA says: 

“Nothing in this section shall prevent the accrual of rights under 
the operation of any other enactment in any portion of the 
lands of a tenure or holding which have been lost by 
diluvion, if such lands thereafter reappear as an accretion 
thereto.” 

and sub-clause ( 3 ) says: 

“Except as provided in this section, nothing shall prevent the 
accrual of rights under the opeartion of any other enact- 
ment in any portion of the lands of a tenure or holding which 
have been lost by diluvion, if such lands thereafter reappear 
as an accretion thereto.” 

Now what is the distinction P 

Mr! DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sub-clause (?) takes away 
the right. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. I am 
sorry that the Hon’ble Minister does not see the difference between 
sub-clause ( 3 ) and the old sub-section ( 2 ) of section 8(>A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The important words “except as provided” in the sub- 
clause are not to be found in sub-section ( 2 ). When h^ introduces 
these words he prevents the tenants from securing or getting the land, 
if the land comes as an accretion after a period of twenty years when 
all right is lost. If he actually wants not to take away the right, then 
he should be prepared to delete these words “except as provided.” 

T 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If the omissioD 
of these words will satisfy my friends, Government are certainly pre- 
pared to accept the suggestion. 

Sir, I beg to move that the words “except as provided” in sub- 
clause (3) of clause 23 may be omitted. 

The amendment movsd by Maharaja ttashi Kanta Acharyya 
(houdhury that clause 23 be deleted, was put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand the Hon’ble Minister has accepted 
amendment Nos. 1067-1070. 

The motion of Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood, Maulvi Abdul Hafiz, 
Maulvi Abdul Bari and Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that in clause 23 
m sub-section ( 1 ) of the proposed section 86A, line 2, the word 

wholly” be omitted, was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment 1116 did not arise. 

The following amendment was then put and agreed to: — 

That in clause 23 in sub-section (1) of the proposed section 86 
lines 8 to 12, the words “and subject to the provisions of sub-secti 
(2) the tenant shall, unless there is a contract to' the country made 
registered instrument, be deemed to have surrendered his rights in t 
lands which have been so lost, and his tenancy any rights therein sh 
be extinguished” be omitted. 


Mr. SPEAKER. Amendment No. 1078 does not arise. 

I will now* put amendment No. 1085 moved by Abdul La 
Biswas, which runs as follows : — 

That in clause 23 in the proposed section 86A for sub-section (, 
(a) the following be substituted, namely : — 

“(2) (a) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or an 
other law or any contract to the contrary, the right, title and intere 
of the tenant or his successors-in-interest shall subsist in such lane 
or portion thereof during the period of loss by diluvion not exceedin 
twenty years and the tenant or his successors-in-interest shall ha\ 
right to immediate possession on the reappearance of such lands o 
portion thereof within twenty years of the loss by diluvion, and tli 
landlord shall have right to the arrears of rent without interest c 
damage in respect of the land which has reappeared for the perio 
during which it was lost or for four years which ever is less”. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I submit, Sir, that there is a motioi 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta (No. 1093) regarding 30 year 
wh|ch I think should be put first. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I moved my amendmen 
No. 1093. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I took it thaf as a matter oi 
agreed settlement between the Hon’ble Minister aird Maulvi Abdul 
Lati£ Biswas. Your original motion was to change “20” to “30”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, should not the 
motion moved v by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta be put first and the motion 
for substitution.be put after that? 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta “that in clause 23, in sub- 
section (2) (a) of section 86A, line 3, for the word ‘twenty’ the word 
‘thirty’ shall be substituted,” was put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvl. 

Abu Hossain 8arkar, Maulvl. 

Abul Fasal, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad. 

Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Banerjaa, Mr. 8lbnath. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 
Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Baku Harfpada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 
Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das fiupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. 
Das Gupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Emdadul Haqua, Nazi. 

Shose, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Siasuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

9omes, Mr. 8. A. 

Supta, Mr. J. N. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed. 
lonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvl. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lai. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 


AYES. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maltra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Mukharjae, Dr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Ghandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Nasker, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramlzuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

8anyal, Mr. 8asanka 8skhar. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

8ahedall, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

8inha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. • 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul dabbar Palwau, Maulvi Msl. 
Abdul Kadar, Mr. 


*mui Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad. 

Abdul wahab Khan, tr. 

***** Mahmoud, Mr. 
bdur Rahman, Khan .Bahadur A . F. 
Abdur Rasehid Mahmood., Mr. 
bdur Rashped, Maulvi NKf. 

“J Khan Sahib Maulvl 8. 

AJdur Rauf, Mr. 8hah. 

ur Mauivi. 

Maulvl Md. 

[: u Ha,hl «", Maulvl. 

bu * r - 

h K QuaMn,> 

’ Khan Sahib Maulana Ena 


NOE8. 

Ahmad Hosain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Chippsndala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anukui Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Kirlt Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dass, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Bammeter, Mr. E. 0 

Golam Safwar Hoslnl, Mr. Shah Syad. . 
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4rJMtkt, Mr. 0. 

Muruug, Mr. Dambtr Singh. 

MMhMIii Chowdhury, Maulvi. 
Kasaaanaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hatina Murshad, Mrs. 

Hattmally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogara. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

.Jaalmuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Maflzuddia Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Dhoduhury, Maulvi. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagai Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Masud All Khan Panni, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Moslam Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammal Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Mauvi 8yad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddiqua, Dr. 8yad. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, tha Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 


Musharraf, Nossaln, tha Hon'Ma Navab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Mustafa Ali Dawan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Sris Chandra, ol 
Kasimbazar. 

Naushar Ali, tha Hon’bla Maulvi Syad. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Rahman, Khan Bahadar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tha Hon’bla Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patlram. 

Roy, tha Hon'bla Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

8alim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

8hahabuddin, Mr. Khwafa, C. B. E. 

Shamsui Huda, Mauiana. 

Singha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Wast, Mrs. Elian. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 57 and Noes 113, the motion was lost. 

V 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas that in clause 23 in the 
proposed section 8GA for sub-section (2) (a) the following be sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

“(2) (a) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any 
other law or any contract to the contrary, the right, title and interest 
of the tenant or his successors-in-interest shall subsist in such lands or 
portion thereof during the period of loss by diluvion not exceeding 
twenty years and the tenant or his successors-in-iuterest shall have right 
to immediate possession on the reappearance of such lands or portion 
thereof within twenty years of the loss by the diluvion, and the landlord 
.shall have right to the arrears of rent without interest or damage m 
respect of the land which has reappeared for the period during which 
it was lost or for four years, whichever is less”, was put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In view of amendment No. 1085 being oarriei 
^amendments Nos. 1100, 1083, 1111, 111$, and 1106 do not arise, ^ 
-amendment No. 1144 A remains, because that is &n addition to 
proviso. * 
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The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that in clause 23 
ifter proposed section 86A (2) (a) the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided that the tenant shall have no right to have his tenancy 
revised if the "’claim therefor has not been made in writing before his 
landlord within three months after the reappearance of the land and if 
the reformed land has, in the meantime, been settled with any other 
person”, was put and lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The next amendment is No. 1147. It has been 
moved by Mr. Abdul Hakeem. 


Babu NACENDRA HATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. After 
the amendment of Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas being carried, how can 
this amendment arise? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas’s amendment relates 
to section 86A (2) («), whereas this amendment relates to 86A ( 2 ) 
(b). 

• 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Hakiun that in clause 23 in the proposed 
section 86A (2) ( b ) in line 2 the words “both of the arrears” be 
, omitted, was put and lost. 

The motion moved by Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that in 
clause 23 in proposed section 86A (2) (b) in line 7 after thd word 
‘‘resumed” for the comma, a colon be substituted and in lines 7 to 9 
the words beginning with “and shall bear” and ending with “of the 
tenancy” be omitted, was put and lost. 


Mr, SPEAKER: That disposes of amendment No. 1147A. The 
next amendment is No. lf48A moved by Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen 
Bahadur. 

; The motion moved by Maulvi Abdul Hafiz that in clause 23 in the 
[proviso to proposed section 86A (2) (b) the word “wholly,” wherever 
1^ occurs, be omitted, was put and agreed to. 


Mr, BPEAKER: Mr. Mri^ha, your amendment does not arise, 
ecause one part of it has been lost. 

164 
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Th" following motion of Rai Bahadur jogesh Chandra Sen was pu 
and lost : — 

That in clause 23, for the proviso to proposed section 86A (2) (b) th< 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that in cases where the entire tenure or holding has bee] 
wholly lost by diluvion, the rate of rent of the portion that is reformei 
shall be calculated at the rate of rent prevailing in the vicinity for th< 
lands of raiyati holdings.’ ’ 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that in clause 23, sub-sec 
tion (3) of section 86A be omitted, was put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that disposes of all the amendments 
excepting the one that has been moved by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasac 
Singh Roy, which I shall put now to the vote. 

The question that the words “except as provided in this section’ ’ 
in sub-clause (3) of clause 23 be deleted, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir 
May I draw your attention to one thing P Sir, if you read the proviso, 
you will find that the word “entire” appears before the words “tenure 
or holding.” As the word “entire” is there, is not the word “wholly” 
redundant ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But that has been carried. 

The question that clause 23, as amended, stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 24. 

Maharaja SASHI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Sir, I beg to move that clause 24 be 
omitted. 

There is no reason, Sir, why the jurisdiction of the civil courts should 
be taken away and supplanted by the Reveaue Officer. Have the civil 
courts been found wanting or incapable of deciding cases of the nature 
provided in this section f 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24 for 
proposed section 88 the following be substituted: — 

“88. A division of tenure or holding or a distribution of rent pay 
ab[e in respect thereof, shall be binding on the landlord or land or 9 
*and a co-sharer tenant or tenants if the notice of the division of tenure 
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or holding ox distribution of rent payable in respect thereof be given 
to the Union Board or Union Committee, as the case may be, in whose 
jurisdiction the tenure or holding is situate to be served in the prescribed 
manner upon the landlord or landlords or their common agent and a 
co-sharer tenant or tenants: 

Provided that it shall be competent for the landlord or landlords or 
the co-sharer tenant or tenants to file an objection to the proper court 
within one month from the date of service of the notice to the effect that 
the said division of tenure or holding or the distribution of rent payable 
in respect thereof, cannot be allowed on the ground that the statement 
in the notice with regard to the tenure or holding, the amount of rent 
or the quantity of land is inaccurate and the court concerned shall, 
after hearing the parties, pass such order with regard to the division of 
tenure or holding or distribution of rent payable in respect thereof with 
such modification as it deems fit : 

Provided also that if no objection is filed by the landlord or landlords 
or the common agent or co-sharer tenant or tenants as provided for 
in the first proviso to this section within one month from the date of 
service of the said notice, such division of tenure or holding or distribu- 
tion of rent payable in respect thereof or both, as the case may be, 
shall be deemed to have been properly made and legally binding upon 
the parties concerned from the date of such service and shall not be 
questioned in any court: 

Provided further that the notice hereinbefore mentioned shall be 
given (a) in the case of a transfer by sale, gift or bequest to the sub- 
registrar in whose office the instrument of such transfer is registered 
as soon as the registration is complete; (b) in the case of a transfer by 
auction sale, held by a court in execution of a decree of a certificate 
signed under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act of 191-1 where 
neither the purchaser nor the decree-holder is the sole landlord, to the 
court holding such sale as soon as the sale is confirmed ; and the sub- 
registrar or the court, as the case may be, on payment to him or to it by 
the transferee, of a prescribed process-fee, shall cause the said notice to 
he served in the prescribed manner upon the landlord or landlords or 
their common agent or co*sharer tenant or tenants. 

Where the number of co-sharer landlords exceed ten, all such co- 
sharer landlords shall be bound to appoint a common agent for the pur- 
poses of section 88 ’of the Act within six months from the passing of this 
Act. 

One common notice served in the prescribed manner under this sec- 
tion upon such common agent shall be deemed to have been served upon* • 
a ll co-sharer landlords. 
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Where there are more than ten co-sharer landlords but no common 
agent is appointed by them, they will be deemed to have notice for the 
purpose of -this section if the notice is published in any paper having 
sufficient publication.’ * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 24 for proposed section 88 the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“88. A division of a tenure or holding or a distribution of rent 
payable in respect thereof, shall be binding on the landlord or land- 
lords and a co-sharer tenant or tenants if the notice of the division of 
tenure or holding or distribution of rent payable in respect thereof 
be given to the nearest Union Board or Union Committee as the case 
jnay be, to be served in the prescribed manner upon the landlord or 
landlords or their common agent and a co-sharer tenant or tenants with 
mutation fee of rupee one to be paid to the landlord or landlords: 

Provided that it shall be competent for the landlord or landlords or 
the co-sharer tenant or tenants to file an objection to the proper court 
within one month from the date of service of the notice to the effed 
that the said division of tenure or holding or the distribution of rent 
payable in respect thereof, cannot be allowed on the ground that the 
statement in the notice with regard to the tenure or holding, the amount 
of rent or the quantity of land is inaccurate and the^ court concerned 
shall, after hearing the parties, pass such order with regard to the 
division of tenure or holding or distribution of rent payable in respect 
thereof with such modification as it deems fit: 

Provided also that if no objection is filed by the landlord or landlords 
or their common agent or co-sliarer tenant or tenants as provided for 
in the first proviso to this section within one month from the date of 
service of the said notice, such division of tenure or holding or distri- 
bution of rent payable in respect thereof or both, as the case may he, 
shall be deemed to have been properly made and legally binding upon 
the parties concerned from the date of such service and shall not he 
questioned in any court: 

«> 

Provided further that the notice hereinbefore mentioned shall he 
given (a) in the case of a transfer by sale, or bequest to the sub-registrar 
in whose office the instrument of such transfer is registered, as soon as 
the registration is complete; (b) in the case of a transfer by auction 
sale, held by a court in execution of a decree or a certificate signed 
under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act of 1913 where neither 
the purchaser j$t the decree-holder is the soie landlord, to the court hold* 
ing such sale as soon as the sale is confirmed ; and the sub-registrar or j 
the court, as the case may be, on payment to him or to it by the 
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;ransferee, of a prescribed process-fee, shall cause the said notice to be 
jerved in the prescribed manner upon the landlord or landlords or their 
;ommon agent or co-sharer tenant or tenants.” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24 for pro- 
posed section 88 the following section he substituted, namely: — 

“88. (I) The succession to portion of a tenancy or transfer there- 
>f by sale, gift, exchange or bequest shall have the effect of sub- 
lividing the tenancy and the transferred portion shall be deemed to be 
t separate tenancy the rent of which shall bear the same proportion to 
he total rent of the original tenancy as the area transferred shall be 
ts total area: 

Provided that there shall be no division of tenancy except with the 
onsent of the landlord and all the co-sharer tenants if such divisiotf 
•esults in creating a tenancy the rent for which shall be below one 
•upee in the case of a holding and two rupees in the case of a tenure: 

Provided further that when the landlord or any tenant considers 
limself aggrieved by a distribution of rent caused by such subdivision 
)f tenancy, the civil court may, on an application made on that behalf 

the landlord or the tenant within one year from the date of the 
transfer by an order in writing, modify such distribution of rent if it 
3onsiders it to be unfair and inequitable. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the first proviso to sub- 
section (7) thq civil court may, on an application made on that behalf 
by the tenant or a co-sharer tenant, direct a subdivision of the tenancy 
f it considers such subdivision just and convenient.” 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24 
lor proposed section 88 the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘88. A division of a tenure or holding or distribution of the rent 
payable in respect thereof shall be binding on the landlord provided 
written notice in respect thereof has been served upon the landlord 
by the tenant. 

If any tenant applies tc^ the civil court for a subdivision of tenancy 
ihe court shall on serving notices with required process-fee upon other 
co-tenants and the landlords make an order for subdivision of the 
tenancy and the distribution of rent accordingly on direct payment of 
one rupee on each case to the landlord as mutation fee: 

I rovided that no order for division or distribution of rent shall be 
made which would result in bringing the rent for any portion below 
Tiipee 0, ie in the case of tenures or eight annas in the case of holdings : 

1 lovided further that where the rate of rent is in dispute the court 
t a ( ^ e °ide it before ordering such subdivision.” 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24 
in proposed section 88(1) the words “by both” be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 24, proposed section 88(1) (a) be 
omitted. . * 

Mr. tfOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that ir 
^clause 24 in proposed section 88(1) the word “and” at the end of the 
sub-clause (a) and sub-clause (b) be omitted. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24, 
proviso to proposed section 88(1) be omitted. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 24, in proposed section 88(2), in line 1, after the words 
“Revenue Officer” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“not below the rank of a Subdivisional Officer.” 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
24, in proposed section 88(2), in lines 1 and 2, for the words “A 
Revenue Officer empowered in this behalf by the Provincial Govern- 
ment” the words “The Civil Court” be substituted and the consequential 
changes be made in the rest of the section. 

% 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move*' that in clause 
24, in proposed section 88(2) in lines 1 and 2, for the words “A Revenue 
Officer empowered in this behalf by the Provincial Government” the 
words “A civil court having jurisdiction over the tenancy concerned'’ 
be substituted. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24, in 
the proposed section 88(2), in lines 2 and 3, the words “with the 
prescribed fee” be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
prepared to accept this amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question of your acceptance will come late 1 
on, and does not arise now. 

Th. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: All right, Sir 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move 
in clause 24 in proposed section 88(2) in lines 5 to 9 the words, 
and bracket “or for the annulment or modification of a previous divi 
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>r distribution other than one made under this sub-section or under an 
agreement made between all the landlords and co-sharer tenants in 
lonformance with the provisions of sub-section ( 1 )” be omitted. 

Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that in 
>lause 24 in proposed section 88(2) in line 9 for the word “may” the 
vord “shall’ ’ be substituted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 24 in proposed section 88(2) 
n lines 11 to 14 the words “or annul or modify a division or distribu- 
ion previously made other than one of the nature referred to above if 
ie considers it unfair and inequitable” shall be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 24, proviso (b) to proposed 
,ection 88(2) be omitted. 

» 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 24, 
>roviso (b)(i) to proposed section 88(2) be omitted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
n clause 24 for proviso (b)(i) to proposed section 88(2) the following 
>e substituted, namely: — 

“(?;) the creation of tenures or holding less than 20 or 10 bighas, 
respectively, or”, 

Mr. SYEQ MUSTACASWAL HAQUE: Sir, I beg move that 
ii clause 24 m proviso (b)(ii) to proposed section 88(2) in lines 2 and 
> for the words “one rupee and eight annas” the words “eight annas” 
)e substituted. 

Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
dause 24 in proviso (b) (ii) to proposed section 88(2) for the words 
‘one rupee and eight annas” the words “one rupee” be substituted. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
'4 in proviso ( c ) to proposed section 88(2) in line 2 for the words 
‘Revenue Officer” the words “Civil Court” be substituted. 

Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that 
a clause 24 after proviso ( c ) to proposed section 88(2) the following 
*6 added, namely : — 

No such order shall be passed if after proper enquiry as to the 
condition of the land in the different portions of the holding and the 
position to which the different contents will be placed on division of 
, e holding or distribution of the rent in respect thereof it is found 
^ at any of the portions of the holding so divided will become un- 
economic in character and its future letting value will be lowered. ^ 



% ii &> [ 28 th se?t. 

^ *'*($): No ^4er for. division ^^^ftibUtiou-wnlbbe made if the te»ur< 

pr ffetyjf *; 

?■■ # (f) No auch Order shall he “passed if it is found in the course o: 
cbcisioa of a holding or distribution o£ rent thereof the balance of th< 
* distributed r<?nt will be less than rupees two/’ 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause & 
in proposed section 88(5) in lines 2 and 3 the w T ords “on payment o: 
the prescribed fee” be omitted. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clausi 
24 in proposed section 88(5) in line 4 for the words “Revenue Officer' 
the words “Civil Court” be substituted. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in claus< 
24 the proposed sub-section 88(4) be omitted. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in claus< 
24 in proposed section 88(4), line 1, for the words “Revenue Officer 1 
the words “Civil Court” be substituted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in claust 
24 in proposed section 88(4) in line 4 for the words “two rupees” th* 
words “one rupee” be substituted. 

Kumar £HIB SHEKHAR E8WAR ROY: Sir, I beflfto move thai 
in clause 24 in proposed section 88(4) in line 4 for the words “of twc 
rupees as mutation fee” the words “a mutation fee being equal tc 
twice the amount of rent made payable” be substituted. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
24(4) of the proposed section 88, in the 4th line, after the word 
“applicant” the words “or each body of applicants” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 24 of the proposed section 88(4) the following 
clause be inserted, namely: — t 

“(4^) Every order as referred to in sub-section 4 shall state the 
date from ■which the division or distribution shall have 
effect and the joint and several liability of each co-sharei 
tenant for arrear of rent, if any, up to that date, shall 
subsist in all the lands of the entire tenure or holding. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
24 in proposed section 88 (5) in line 1 the words “to the Collector 
be omitted. 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAft lOIAN^ ^r, ,1 be? to ^>«ve 4*t -j* 

[ in proposed section 88(5) In linb\^]for r thtf’ ^of*l ‘T^Wdr^-the* 
ords “District .Judge” be substituted. * *i * * v “ * 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD I SR A I L : Sir, I beg to move that in clause - 
[ in proposed section 88 (5), in line 1, for the words “the Collector” 
e words “the ordinary civil appellate court” be substituted. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
l in proposed section 88(5) in line 2 for the words “Revenue Officer” 
ie words “civil court” be substituted. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
[ after proposed section 88, the following provisos be added, namely : — 

“Provided always that before any order of subdivision of the tenure 

■ holding or distribution of rents is made the tenant should be made 
i satisfy all claims of the landlord in respect of rent, cess and interest 
joth sued and unsued) remaining unsatisfied with respect to the tenuxfe 

■ holding at the date of the order : 

Provided also that such an order of subdivision of the tenure or 
dding or distribution of rents shall have no retrospective effect and 
ie tenure or holding shall continue to remain a first charge under the 
"ovisions of section 65 of this Act for any rents, cess or interest 
unaining unpaid at the date of any order under this section : 

Provided that no such order of subdivision of a tenancy or dis- 
•ibution of rents shall be made until the landlord’s claim of rent, cess- 
fid interest due on account of the share of the tenant in the tenancy 
as been satisfied. On the passing of an order under this section the- 
tndlord’s claim for rent, cess and interest on the remainder of the* 
manry shall be a first charge on the remainder of the tenancy and if 
decree for rent has already been passed the balance of the decretaL 
mount remaining unpaid at such date such dues shall be realisable 
mler the provisions of Chapter XIV of the Act in execution of the- 
ecree.” * 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
4 after sub-section (5) of the proposed section 88 the following be* 

Med, vi z . 

This provision of this section shall apply to all cases of tenure, 
0 ln g dr portion of a holding, before or after the passing of the- 
eT1 ^ a l Tenancy Amendment Act, 1937.” 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Will members please note that the following 
-amendments have been moved: — 

1153, 1161, 1176, 1183, 1188, 1190, 1192, 1194, 1199, 1206, 1210, 
1217, 1219, 1222, 1228, 1232, 1233, 1240, 1254, 1264, 1285, 1289, 1297, 
1300, 1306, 1311, 1319, 1330, 1333, 1334, 1338, 1340, 1341, 1345, 1357 
•and 1358. 

Discussions on frictions moved by respective members were then 
opened. 


Kumar 8HIB SHE KHAR E8WAR ROY: Sir, separation of 
accounts is a boon to the tenants. It absolves them from joint liability. 
On the other hand it makes the realisation of rent difficult for the 
zemindars. He will have to approach individually instead of one of 
the several co-sharers of the holding. This means additional cost for 
collection and maintenance of records, and if he has to go to the courts, 
his non-realisalble out-of-court expenses also will go up. Considering 
the advantages of the tenant and disadvantages of the landlord, it is 
only fair that a decent mutation fee should be paid to the landlord on 
the occasion of the division of one jama into several separate jamas. 
We must not forget that prior to 1928 a jama could not be broken up 
into several jamas without the express consent of the landlord. This 
right to claim separation of jama was given to the tenants in 1928 and < 
taking all facts into consideration the legislature then provided for a ' 
fee equal tb twice the amount of rent which I now propose to retain. 
Sir, I have not heard any reasons why the Government want to reduce 
the amount to only Es. 2. So I cannot meet their argument, but so far 
as it appears to me that save and except the will of the majority, no 
other reason has been or is likely to be put forward to reduce the fees. 

I commend my amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : On a point of information, Sir. 
On clause 1, can I give short-notice amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can, and I will consider whether I accept it 
or not. * 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I have already moved my 
motion. I will now be brief in my speech in support of it. Sir, under 
the present Act — I mean the Act of 1928 — it is the civil court wkic 
decides the disputes about division of holding 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may I iu!fr ; 

vene at this stage by saying that Government are prepared to accep 
this amendment. 
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Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I do not move my amend- 

nent. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA! Sir, before I speak on the 
subject, it is better to place my proposed amendment before the House. 
So, with your permission I now read my proposed amendment as 
follows : — 


That in clause 24 for proposed section 88 the following- shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“88. A division of a tenure or holding or a distribution of rent 
payable in respect thereof shall be binding on the landlord or landlords 
and a co-sharer tenant or tenants if the notice of the division of tenure 
;)i‘ holding 1 or* distribution of rent payable in respect thereof be given to 
[he nearest union board or union committee, as the case may be, to 
be served in the prescribed manner upon the landlord or landlords or 
their common agent and a co-sharer tenant or tenants with mutation 
tee of rupee one to be paid to the landlord or landlords : 

Provided that it shall be competent for the landlord or landlords or 
the co-sharer tenant or tenants to file an objection to the proper court 
svithin one month from the date of service of the notice to the effect 
that the said division of tenure or holding or the distribution of rent 
payable in respect thereof, cannot be allowed on the ground that the 
statement in the notice with regard to the tenure or holding the amount 
of rent or the quantity of land is inaccurate and the court concerned 
shall after hearing the parties, pass such order with regard to the 
division of tenure or holding or distribution of rent payable in respect 
thereof with such modification as it deems fit : 


Provided also that if no objection is filed by the landlord or land- 
lords or their common agent or co-sharer tenant or tenants as provided 
for in the first proviso to this section within one month from the date 
of' service of the said notice, such division of tenure or holding or dis- 
tribution of rent payable in respect thereof or both, as the case may be, 
shall be deemed to have been properly made and legally binding upon 
the parties concerned! from the date of such service and shall not be 
questioned in any court : * 


Provided further that the notice hereinbefore mentioned shall be 
given (a) in the case of a transfer by sale, or bequest to the sub- 
registrar in whose office the instrument of such transfer is registered, 
*oon as the registration is complete; (b) in the case of a transfer 
y auction sale, held by a court in execution of a decree or a certi- 
( ate signed under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act of 191*3 
leie neither the purchaser nor the decree-holder is the sole landlord, to 
le court holding such sale as soon as the sale is confirmed ; and the sub- 
re gistrar or the court, as the case may be, on payment to him or to it 
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by the transferee, of a prescribed process-fee, shall cause the said noth 
to be served in the prescribed manner upon the landlord or landlorc 
or their common agent or oo-sharer tenant or tenants.” 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is an admitted fact that with regard to tl 
division of the tenancy, the tenants suffer the greatest oppression fro] 
the landlord. It is an admitted fact, Sir, that if a certain perse 
purchases a certain plot out of a holding which consists of 100 plot 
the landlord, while instituting a suit for recovery of arrears of ren 
brings a suit against the purchaser and other co-sharer tenants an 
obtains a general decree, and if the purchaser happens to be a rich mai 
the first thing which the landlord does is to execute a decree as agains 
the purchaser and proceeds against the movable property of the ric 
man and realises the whole of the decretal amount, though he is liahl 
for a very small portion. That is the difficulty which is experience 
by the co-sharer tenant and when a general decree is passed, the land 
lord occasionally executes the decree as against the tenant agains 
whom he has got a grudge. That is the position to which the tenan 
is subjected to with respect to the division of the tenancy. Since at'te 
the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 1928, section 8! 
is there but my experience as a lawyer tells me that the tenant nex e: 
avails of the provision that has been laid down in that section. Firs' 
of all the cost that has to be incurred is very high and, secondly, il 
has been said that no division is allowed if the distribution of rent 
results in bringing the rent for any portion below Rs. 2-8 in case ol 
holdings and Rs. 4 in case of tenures. Often times it is found that a 
purchaser purchases a plot of land the rent of which will be less than 
Rs. 2-8 and then he cannot avail of the benefit of section 88. So. it is 
the experience of all of us practising in law courts, especially in 
mufassal courts that the benefit that is said to have been conferred by 
section 88 is not availed of by the tenants, and cannot be availed of by 
the tenants. The result is that oppression is going on from time 
immemorial. So the present clause that is sought to be inserted in 
substituting section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act also will not give 
any relief to the tenants. The provision is similar in nature with one 
difference, namely, that in the case of the tenure instead of Rs. 4 it 


has come down to Rs. 2 and in the case of holdings instead of Rs. 2-8 
it has come down to Rs. 1-8. So my amendment is that the division 
of fihe tenure or holding will follow as a matter of course as soon as the 
notice is served upon the landlord and the co-sharer tenants and th e 


notice is to be served through the union board or the union committee. 
If the landlord is aggrieved by the particulars that has been mentioned 
in the notiCeywith respect to the rent and with respect to the land, he 
may go to the civil court. It is stated in the proviso that he may appft 
to the civil court complaining that the rent is not accurately stated) 
the land has not been accurately stated within one month from the 
date of service of *the notice and the civil court after serving notic® 
upon the tenants and upon the interested parties will decide what ^ 
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, the rent payable or which, land. I do not think that the landlord 
ill be entitled to mutation fee and if there is any difficulty, he will 

> to civil court and will have the mistakes rectified. I do not think 
ere is any reason why the House should not accept the amendment 
hich has been proposed if it intends to give relief to the poor tenantry, 
have read all the amendments and I have carefully read the proposed 
ction 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and I do not think there is 
ivthing why the Government should not accept the amendment if 
L ey really intend to give relief to the poor tenantry. 

1 do not like to inflict a long speech on the subject — my friend here 
ys even a short speech is an infliction — hut I am not sure if all the 
embers can follow and probably we cannot also place our case in the 
ay in which we can before a court. If the Government intends to 
ive relief to the poor tenantry and if the members of the House intend 

> give relief to them, they will accept the amendment that has been 
’oposed by me. 

Sir, before I sit down 1 want to say to the zemindar members that 
lis will accelerate the payment of rent. The realisation of rent will 
? easier — I see that Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy is laughing in his 
eeves. I am quite sure that if the division of tenancy becomes easier, 
le tenants will be eager to pay off their arrears of rent. I know the 
mants of our province of Bengal are anxious to pay arrears of rent, 
hey do not pay arrears because they are unable to pay on account of 
le difficulty of the division of the tenancy and the landlords are com- 
piled to sue for recovery of arrears of rent. I am quite ^ure if the 
ivision becomes easier the number of rent suits will gradually diminish. 


Mr. P, BANERJI : I have moved my amendment in place of 
iause 24 and I submit that my motion is more reasonable and fair, 
ir, it will be evidenced that the Hon’ble Minister in accepting the 
inendment of Mr. Roy has accepted the second part of my motion, 
hat is, notwithstanding anything contained in the first proviso to sub- 
itum (1) the civil court may, on an application made on that behalf 
y the tenant or a co-sharer tenant, direct a subdivision of the tenancy 
^ it considers such subdivision just and convenient. The Hon’ble 
Minister, I find, in this clause has not made very much improvement 
ban section 88(a) as it stands in the Statute Book. My submission is 
iat if it is the intention of the Government to give the right of sub- 
division to the tenants and also to fix their respective rents, why the 
wcrnment should do it half-heartedly. Sir, in order to modify this 
38 you are aware, in the old Council I introduced a Bill in 
" on similar lines, k but that was considered at that time utopian. I 
, Ul Sir, that so soon within four years the Government has 
Perhaps because this Legislature is not zamindar-ridden. That 
^ e one of the reasons why Government has tabled a Bill of its own 
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motion. Now, Sir, as I was just pointing out, if it is ;tfea real intention 
of the Government to give relief to the tenants why not then do so 
whole-heartedly, why should you make this so cumbrous. My motion is 
that this subdivision must be automatic. 

Now, Sir, I read the first portion of my motion: “The succession 
to portion of a tenancy or transfer thereof by sale, gift, exchange or 
bequest shall have the effect of subdividing the tenancy and the trans- 
ferred portion shall be deemed to .be a separate tenancy the rent of which 
shall bear the same proportion to the total rent of the original tenancy, 
as the area transferred shall be its total area.” Now, Sir, as I have 
just pointed out, if it is the real intention of the Hon’ble Minister, he 
should have no hesitation to at once stand up and accept my motion. 
Sir, it is absolutely automatic, free from any difficulty and the poor 
tenant is not to go through so many processes. 

It has been established beyond doubt even after the introduction of 
these changes in 1928 which came into force on the 1st April, 1937, we 
noticed that Government allowed these co-sharers to go to the court. 
Government realise the difficulty owing to 'which not even one per cent, 
of such tenants want to take the protection of the courts for the simple 
reason that it is not possible for them to do so. On the other side, as 
has been pointed out by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutt, the zamindars have 
subjected their tenants to a lot of hardships and harassments from time 
to time. Mr. Dutt has adduced two reasons in support of his conten-’ 
tion. One of these is that whenever the landlord finds that amongst his 
tenants one is richer and more solvent than the rest, he directs his execu- 
tion against the richer man. Of course in certain case out of sheer 
vindictiveness the zamindars do so. But according to justice and fair- 
play the zamindars should realise the rent from all the co-sharers accord- 
ing to their respective shares. The zamindars have not done so in 
practice. As I stated in the old Council, the zamindars have got a 
machinery for realising arrears of rent from defaulting tenants because 
they maintain a law department. But in practice the zamindars have 
not done so and have realised the arrears from the first available person 
they could get. There was also another loophole and taking 
advantage of this some dishonest tenants used to approach the gomastas 
of zamindar and give them some bribe with the result that the execution 
had only been directed against some persons and not all. We feel 
that this state of affairs is very bad and we want it must be remedied 
at any cost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji, how long do you wish to continue? 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I wish to speak for five minutes or so. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Then, I had better adjourn .the House for 20> 
dilutes for prayers. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 

{After adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The Hon’ble Minister told us before the* 
?cess that he was convinced that no more discussion was necessary on» 
ly clause. If he was so convinced, it was up to him to stand up and 
ccept my motion which is quite reasonable. I submit that if Govern- 
lent really desire to do good to the tenant, then the only possible- 
ourse for them is to accept my motion. First of all, my motion is- 
utomatic and secondly, there is no mutation fee. Kumar ShiK 
liekhareswar Roy has moved an amendment saying that he is not satis- 
ed with Rs. 2 that is proposed to be given to the zamindar by the 
lon’ble Minister. I consider that when so much sacrifice is going to* 
e made by the zainindars or rather when they are being compelled to, 
ccept a fee of Rs. 2 in place of 20 per cent, of the purchase price, it is. 
air that they should forego the mutation fee as has been suggested in 
ly amendment. A moment’s scrutiny will show that no mutation fee* 
5 reasonable. Kumar Sahib has just said that if a tenancy is subdivid- 
d, the gomostas are generally busy with the additional work involved, 
submit that is no point at all, in view of the fact that it is their busi- 
less to accept rents. In 1929 there was an amendment that if there was* 
in agreement between the co-tenants and co-sharer landlords, the alone* 
i mutation was necessary, but I do not know whether that agreement 
vas an ideal one or was even possible. Therefore, Sir, it is absolutely 
treasonable to demand such a high mutation fee. Past experience has 
Town that our people, particularly the poor and peace-loving tenants, 
neither find it convenient nor have they any time nor any inclination 
T go to the court and in this my lawyer friends will agree with me. So 
tar as mutation cases in iny constituency are concerned, there was only 
uue case taken through a court. It is therefore reasonable, fair and 1 
just that mutation should be automatic and that there shall be no fee* 
t Larged for it. As has been pointed out by several amendments about 
tms or that process, I fail Jo understand why we should go through so 
many formalities. The Hon’ble Minister has accepted one part of my 
amendment and I hope he will be convinced about the reasonableness of 
tLe other and accept it as well. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: We welcome the amendment to clause 24’ 
^ the Bill. Mr. J. N. Basu and some others have moved for the 
eletion of this clause. The deletion of clause 24 will revert the* 
ei mnt to his former position. The effect of clause 24 taken together 
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with the amendments moved on behalf pf the members of the Coali- 
tion Party will show that so long and up till to-day tenants who used 
to pay rents regularly and who were good' tenants were subjected to 
■continued harassment on account of the failure of their co-sharers to 
pay their rents to zemindars. The provision of this section enables 
them to pay rents of holdings separately just as they choose after 
getting their shares separately registered in the zamindars’ sherista. 
Therefore the ultimate effect will be that those tenants who desire to 
pay rents to the zamindars will not be subjected to their holdings 
being sold. Some of the amendments moved on behalf of members 
of this side go to show that there has been a very good improvement 
on the Government clause 24 and that the acceptance of those 
amendments would go to remove any difficulty or apprehension that 
might appear in clause 24. So far as the amendments that have been 
moved by this side are concerned, the ultimate effect is that in 
place of the words “revenue officer” the word “court” has been 
substituted. The reason is that generally revenue officers take re- 
course to the summary procedure as a result of which tenants are 
harassed. By another amendment we want to delete the words 
“process-fee” and things like that. These show that some of the 
burden of the tenants has also been removed. We have also deleted' 
clause 1(/;) relating to the creation of unreasonably small holdings. 
Then again we have reduced the fee from Us. 2 or Rs. 1-8 to Re. 1. 
These are substantial improvements on the Government Bill. It has 
been urged by some of my friends on the other side that clause ( b ) of 
section 88 'should be deleted. The difficulty is that if the words 
“co-sharer tenants” are deleted, then they will not be able to 
approach the zamindars to have their names mutated and will not be 
able to know how their zamas stand. In that case if the zamindars 
sues the rest of the tenants, those tenants may disown the subdivision 
of the holding and there will be some difficulty. Then there are 
several kinds of land according to which rents may vary. Generally, 
rents vary with regard to the proportion of the land and also with 
regard to its quality. Therefore it may not be quite proper, it may 
not be fair to subdivide the tenancy without informing the co-sharer 
tenants and without looking into the nature of the land and its pro* 
ductivity. Therefore this defect in sub-section ( 1 ) of section 88 has 
been remedied by sub-clause ( 2 ). Therefore there would be no neces- 
sity for deleting sub-clause (b). Then there are some amendments 
which stand in the name of Maulana Moniruzaman and others where- 
in they want to say that notice at the first instance should be serve 
on the co-sharer tenants through the union board or union court. 
There is some difficulty with regard to that. So far as the working 
of the union board is concerned, there is a feeling that proper service 
is not made through union boards or union courts. There is so muc 
litigation, there is so much ill-feeling and disaffection amongst P®°P e 
living in villages that wheney&r a particular Jiarty comes into power, 
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bey try to do as much injustice to the other party as possible. They 
ry to suppress notices and things like that. Moreover, they might 
e under the influence of zamindars, because it is very rare that 
lembers do not come under the influence of zamindars. Therefore 
ny service of notice of this nature through a union board or a union 
ourt may entail the tenants concerned in serious difficulties. Under 
bese circumstances, I would submit that the Government Bill, as 
mended by the several amendments moved with regard to some of 
he sections enumerated by me, should stand. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that in clause 24 for 
roposed section 88 the following be substituted : — 

“88. A division of tenure or holding or a distribution of rent 
ay able in respect thereof, shall be binding on the landlord or land- 
ards and a co-sharer tenant or tenants if the notice of the division of 
enure of holding or distribution of rent payable in respect thereof 
ie given to tlm Union Board or Union Committee, as the case may be, 
a whose jurisdiction the tenure or holding situated to be served 1 in 
he prescribed manner upon the landlord or landlords or their com- 
iion agent and a co-sharer tenant or tenants: 

Provided that it shall be competent for the landlord or landlords 
r the co-sharer tenant or tenants to file an objection to the proper 
ourt within one month from the date of service of the notice to the 
fleet that the said division of tenure or holding or the distribution 
if rent payable in respect thereof, cannot be allowed on the ground 
lint the statement in the notice with regard to the tenure or hold- 
ng, the amount of rent or the quantity of land is inaccurate and the 
ourt concerned shall, after hearing tlie parties, pass such order with 
egard to the division of tenure or holding or distribution of rent pay- 
hle in respect thereof with such modification as it deems fit : 

Provided also that if no objection is filed by the landlord or land- 
oi(hs or the common agent or co-sharer tenant or tenants as provided 
or in the first proviso to this section within one month from the date 
»f service of the said notice, such division of tenure or holding or 
distribution of rent payable in respect thereof or both, as the case 
lla y be, shall be deemed # to have been properly made and legally 
finding upon the parties concerned from the date of such service and 
hall not be questioned in any court : 


Provided further that the notice hereinbefore mentioned shall be 
dven (a) in the case of a transfer by sale, gift or bequest to the sub- 
>e Ristrar in whose office the instrument of such transfer is registered 


s °on as the registration is complete; ( b ) in the case of a transfer 
by auction sale, held by a court in execution of a decree of a corti- 
cate signed under the Public Demands Recovery Act of 1913 where 





2122 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[28th Sept. 


neither the purchaser nor the decree-holder is the sole landlord to th< 
court holding such sale as soon as the sale is confirmed; and the sub 
registrar or the court, as the case may be, on payment to him* or t< 
it by the transferee, of a prescribed process-fee, shall cause the sai( 
notice to be served in the prescribed manner upon the landlord o: 
landlords or their common agent or co-sharer tenant or tenants. 

Where the number of co-sharer landlords exceed ten, all sucl 
co-sharer landlords shall be bound to appoint a common agent for thi 
purposes of section 88 of the Act within six months from the passin| 
of this Act. 

One common notice served in the prescribed manner under thii 
section upon such common agent shall be deemed to have been sfervec 
upon all co-sharer landlords. 

Where there are more than ten co-sharer landlords but no com- 
mon agent is appointed by them, they will be decreed to have notice 
for the purpose of this section if the notice is publisheij in any papei 
having sufficient publication.” > 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (Delivered a speech in Bengali in 
support of his amendment.) 

At this stage there were cries of “The question be now put”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will now ask Rai Harendra Nath Chau- 
dhuri to speak for five minutes, and after he has spoken I will ask 
Sir Bijoy tb reply, and if after that the closure is demanded, I will 
accept it. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, I should be given an oppor- 
tunity to speak also, for if 1 do not explain my amendment, there is 
every likelihood of its being misunderstood, with the result that 
members may vote against it. You, Sir, have the power to allow me 
to speak or to disallow me to speak, and I should be grateful if you 
exercise your prerogative in allowing me to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot help it. 

? W 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How can I finish in 
five minutes P I have got to explain the thing in great detail. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move two amendments, one I believe to he & 
verbal one, v[z., No. 1219, which proposes to omit certain words from 
new section 88(2) as I think that these words are, to some extent, re- 
dundant. They are not only redundant but are likely to land us 
difficulty also, because the section speaks of subdivision of holdings whij< 
sub-section ( 2 ) provides for application to the revenue officer — which i 1 
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iow, by the amendment accepted by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister 
-0 be the civil court — not only for the division of holdings but for the 
mnulment or modification of a previous division or distribution, and 
mch other things also. I think, Sir, this will make confusion worse 
jonfounded 1 , and, therefore, I propose the deletion of those words, 
jeginning with “or” and ending with “sub-section (!)”. I propose 
,o delete these words, and, as I have said before, this amendment is 
nore or less of a verbal character. The substantive amendment that 
[ propose, however, is the amendment that stands in my name and is 
lumber 1240. There is a misprint in that amendment. I propose to 
substitute the whole of sub-clause (b) of the proviso and not merely 
{?) of sub-clause (b) of the proviso by the words of my amendment, 
that is, if my amendment be accepted, then sub-clause (b) will read 
is follows : — 

“No order for division or distribution shall be made which would 
'esult in the creation of tenures or holdings less than 20 or 10 bighas, 
espectively.” 

Sir, my amendment does not propose that there shall be no divi- 
sion of any tenancy, it does not object to division on principle, 
fhe object of my amendment is that the division of tenures or hold- 
.ngs should not be carried to such an extreme as to lead to the crea- 
ion or multiplication of uneconomic holdings. The trend of modern 
lgrarian legislation in Europe, Sir, is to discourage the creation or 
Multiplication of uneconomic holdings. Most post-War legislations 
in Europe touching on land questions, aim at guarding ^gainst the 
lunger of what they call in France morcellement that is too much 
split ting-up of holdings leading to excessive fragmentation or 
meeonomic holdings; for uneconomic holdings, after all, prove ruinous 
mt so much to the landlords as to the cause of agricultural develop- 
ment and to the tenants themselves. In their legislative attempts in 
-his direction post-War Europe has gone so far as to propose changes 
wen in the law of succession. As for instance, even in Denmark — 
the country which stands pre-eminently for what is called the small- 
holding movement — they do not permit the splitting up pi small 
holdings. They permit the sale of small holdings, but they do not 
permit the splitting up of such holdings. Take, again, Germany. In 
recent yeai* a law has betn passed there which advocates the system 
°1 what is called succession by a preferred heir or anerbe and creates 
"’hat is called an anerbenreclit . The basic idea is that a holding 
should not be divided so much as to create a number of uneconomic 
holdings, and with that idea they have even offered a new law of 
succession whereby a tenant’s holding can pass on undivided to what 
18 cu ^ e d the preferred heir. In Prussia, in 1924, a law was passed 
Uudei which tenants' can make arrangements by which their holdings 
Ca f ^ j n herited by a named or a chosen heir. In Russia also such 
811 Vision of holdings is not allowed. Under the new Russian 
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Agrarian Code of 1922, such fragmentation is not encouraged at all 
On the contrary, the provincial authorities the?© can Issue odno|nil 
sory executive orders to prevent subdivision of holdings. That; Sir 
is the position in post-War Europe. In India also the growing 
number of uneconomic holdings is recognised to be* a great menace 
Permit me, Sir, to quote in this connextion from a book, by 
Dr. Radhakamal Mookerjee, published in 1933. This book is com- 
posed of Readership Lectures delivered by Dr. Mookerjee at the Cal- 
cutta University, and the title of the book is “Land Problems oi 
India”. It is well known that Dr. Radhakamal Mookerjee has not 
much sympathy for the zemindary system. In fact, he is one of those 
modern economists who have little sympathy for the present land- 
holding classes; yet, Sir, this is his opinion: “This decrease of the 
size of the average holding in India within the last few decades has 
led to the decrease of the output per man, and sometimes the total 
output per unit of land, and diminution of security for the cultivators. 
It has also fostered social inefficiency by encouraging agricultural 
idleness as well as friction and litigation.” There are other econo- 
mists also who are of opinion that in this country a real agrarian 
menace is being created by excessive subdivision of holdings. In 
conclusion I repeat that I do not propose to stand against subdivision 
per se, The object of my amendment, as I have said before, is simply 
that subdivision of holdings may not be carried to such an extent as 
to create uneconomic holdings, and therefore I propose that no divi- 
sion or distribution should be permitted which will result in the 
creation of 'tenancies less than 20 bighas so far as tenures are con- 
cerned and 10 bighas so far as raiyati holdings are concerned. 
Purely, I should have proposed moie, for a holding of 10 bighas can- 
not be described as an eoonomic holding in as much as it cannot 
support a tenant and his family. However, I have limited it to 10 
bighas only, though I am afraid that even if you accept my amend- 
ment there will be some scope also for uneconomic holdings. I pro- 
pose that at any rate there should not be holdings of less than 10 
bighas. My reasons are fundamentally economic and 1 have little to 
do with politics. 

A member: On a point of information. There are other amend- 
ments in this clause, will they be taken up to-day? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is time. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is Mr. Rai Chaudhuri moving his amend- 
ment on his own behalf or as a result of his party meeting? * 

f 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: I believe there wei? 
no party decisions on this subject but I am stire our party does ad 
stand for irrational things. ' 
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TJte HonfMe Sir 0IJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I would first 
oi all try* to reply to the amendment moved by my friend Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Roy. I may tell him that on merits I do not 
disagree witfi him and in fact he and 1 I entirely agree on merits. 
There is no doubt that subdivision of holdings would lead to addi- 
tional expenditure and in all fairness the landlord should be at least 
given sufficient mutation fee to cover the out-of-pocket expenses; but 
he knows very w r ell that the trend of public opinion is against any 
payment of landlord’s fee, whether it is transfer fee or mutaTion fee. 
So if the people are not willing to pay, I believe w^e have got to give 
it, up as a hopeless case and reconcile ourselves to the existing 
situation. 

The next is the amendment moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta. 
He said that the joint decree obtained by the landlord often leads to 
oppression in the way that the landlord instead of proceeding against 
the defaulting tenant proceeds against his co-sliarer if lie is a rich 
man and tries to execute the whole decree against him. The under- 
lying principle is that the liability is joint and several; so it is open 
lo the landlord to proceed against either all of them or one of them. 
The landlord must realise the rent and it does not matter whether he 
proceeds against one person or against all. If the system is to con- 
tinue, facilities ought to be given to landlord to realise his rent and 
we cannot compel him to proceed against the person who is not in a 
position to pay. 

As regards the amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul Aakeem and 
Mr. P. Banerji, the principle is practically the same. They propose 
that there should be notices given through the union board to all 
co-sharer tenants and to landlords and the distribution of rent or 
division of rent should be automatic. 1 venture to submit that this is 
wholly unfair and unbusiness-like. The co-sharer tenant has a right 
to know' w r hat his share of rent is going to be: he should have an 
opportunity to object : similarly, the landlord should be given an 
opportunity to know how much he is going to get and from whom. 
The distribution cannot be made between the buyer and the seller. 
There is always a third party, namely, the landlord. The interest# 
<d the co-sharer and of thf landlord may be as much valuable as that 
oa of the seller and the purchaser. So, for all practical purposes 
these two parties cannot be ignored, however, it may be desirable 
from the purchaser’s point of view*. Maulvi Abdul Hakeem further 
^ent on to suggest that where there are more than 10 co-sharers they 
*ust be comjiglled to appoint a common manager. This I submit is 
outside the scope of this section. This conies under section 93 'and 
^dioii 93 has not been touched, so that portion of his amendment is 
in order. 

Next I come to the amendment of Mr. Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

■ 18 fast amejI^iBent, namely, 1219, proposes that the words “or for 
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the annulment or modification of a previous division or„ distributic 
other than one made under and agreement macleftbetween all the lam 
lords and co-sharer tenants in conformance with the provisions < 
sub-section (’7)” be omitted from sub-section ( 2 ). Now, Sir, tl 
effect of this would be that the dissenting co-sharers will be le: 
without any remedy and the revenue officer will have no jurisdictio 
in giving them any relief. I do not know if my friend has realise 
that fact. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 

explanation. 


I do not accept tha 

> . 
n 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tft is not 

question of accepting or not accepting the explanation: this will b 
the inevitable consequence if his aniendtiient is accepted. 

The next amendment which he has moved is No. 1240, in which In 
suggests that a holding should not be made uneconomic. On prin 
ciple 1 fully agree with him. One of the greatest problems to-day if 
uneconomic holdings; so any proposal for further segmentation if 
designed neither in the interest of tenants nor in the interest of land- 
lords. But we have got to face facts and we do not leave in the 
realm of theory. I hope Mr. Rai Chaudhuri realises that Bengal is 
neither Russia nor it is Germany — neither have we amongst us a Herr 
Hitler so that compulsory orders can be parsed as is done in Germany. 
The law of succession has to be changed and changes have to be 
brought about in the outlook of the people before we can follow 
Germany or Russia. Personally, I think it is desirable that holdings 
should-4iot be made too small. As it is they are very small and by 
further* segmentation we should not make them smaller and more 
uneconomic. 

I do hope that w r hen Government goes into the bigger question of 
overhauling the land tenure system of this province, they will tackle 
this problem and try to remedy the defects if that is possible; but at 
present I do not think it is practicable. 

Next I come to my own amendment No. 1334. It provides only 
for the arrear rents before subdivision and it is only fair that the 
arrear rent should be safeguarded. 

In conclusion, I just beg to point out that I am prepared to accept 
the. following amendments, viz., 1206, 1217, 1233, 1264, 1297 and 
1333. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think clause 5 is necessary, as Mr. 
amendment is consequential. 
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Tbe Hon'bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that view 
)f the matter I think^sub-clause (-5) should go out. It is redundant. 

I beg to move that clause 5 be omitted. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I would point out to the Ilon’ble . 
Minister that sub-clause (5) should not be deleted because it will 
dlow appeals; so I suggest that the words 4 ‘to the Collector” be left 
jut and in their place the words “revenue officer” be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is necessary to delete that for this 
reason tljflt if you want civil court to function, you cannot by this 
ule chang&'the scope. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: The question here is whether 
in appeal lie at all. The Government Bill provides for an appeal that 
.s no new question. The question is whether an appeal should be 
preferred. Therefore clause 5 should be retained, the word “Collector” 
leing omitted and in place of the words “revenue officers” the words 
‘civil court” being substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is meaningless, for this reason that it would 
3e governed by the ordinary Civil Procedure Code. When you go to 
;he civil court jurisdiction in the matter of an appeal, it is governed by 
;he civil court. It will be a decree. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Not in all cases. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think it 
is necessary to provide this, especially in the Bill because if will be a 
decree and as you were pleased to observe that all appeals should be 
guided by the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It will be an application 
&nd it will be a proceeding, but it will not be a decree. Fnless you 
provide for a decree, it is not a decree. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then Mr. Hoy, your amendment is not necessary. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, it is for you to decide 
hether it is necessary or not. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sub-clause (5) is 

d of order as we are Changing from “revenue officer” to “civil 
>urt.” n 
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If we put in “District- Judge” instead of << Ck>Hecio^ ,fe ’ that is “aa 
appeal shall lie to the District Judge” ^au4 ojnit the Words “revenu< 
officer” I think that will do.* + 

t -• * > ' 

Mir. SPEAKER: I will see the necessary consequential changes 
there are some amendments. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROYi May I conclude 
by pointing out one fact. Rome of the members have contended tha 
section 88 as amended is no improvement. I venture to point out tha 
it is a distinct improvement as it does away with the provision foi 
double notices which was a costly affair and often prevented the tenant 
from going to the civil court to bring about a division of holding. The 
amount of salami was also probably a handicap. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, we have been prevented from 
placing our submissions with regard to our amendments. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: The question be now put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is thut the ques- 
tion be now put. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijov, may I know which amendments you 
are accepting ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROY: I am accepting 
Nos. 1206, T21T, 1233, 1264, 129T, 1319 and 1333. 

Mr. SPEAKER : What about No. 1341 ? 

The Hotfbl© Sir BUOY PROSAD SINQH ROY: I think that is 
consequential to Mr. Roy’s amendment. 

I will have to say this much that Mr. Roy cannot pass a resolution 
and move an amendment together. I think so far as this is concerned 
there is nobody who can take the responsibility of making consequen- 
tial changes except the House unless it is a pure drafting change. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The first amendment is No. 1153, namely, ^ 
clause 24 be omitted moved by Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyy* 1 
Dhoudhury. 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The next amendments" are Nos. 1161-1175, 1176- 
1182 and 118& All these ‘amendments wan t,to substitute an entirely 
new clause in* place of sectio^ 88. 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim’s potion was then put and a division taken 
with the following result 

" AYE8. 


Abdul Hakim, MauLvI. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. H|d. 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Amad Khan, Mr. 8yod. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banerjl, Mr. P. 

Banarjae, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banntrjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 
Biswas, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Biiwaa, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bon, Mr. tarat Ohandra. 
Chattopadhyay* Babu Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rat Harandra Nath. 
Dai, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Babu Khaiondra Nath. 
Das Gupta, IMr. Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Dutta Maxumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Haque, ttazi. 

Faxlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 
Giaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Haian Ali Chowdbury, Mr. 8yad. 
Himatiinkha, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
donab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 


Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 
Mullick, 8rijut Aahutosh. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiahori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

8anyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

8anyal, Mr. Baianka Sakhar. 

San, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. # 

8inha, 8rijut Manindra Bhuaan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 


* 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maplvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakaem, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampurl, Mr. Md 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid 8hah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yed. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abduiia-al Mahmood, Mr. 

Jbdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. 
Abdur Raachid Mahmood, Mr. 
Abdur Raahaad, Maulvi Md. 

AMur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8 
I* ur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

JMur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Maulvi Md. * 

Ajul Haihim, Maulvi. 

J “! "r.Ahn*. 
A^lQuawm, Maulvi. 

*** Hoiain Joardar, Maulvi. 


NOE8. 


Ahmed Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayotpurl. 
Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Aifazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Brasher, Mr. F. C. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Haffzuddln Chowdhury, Maulvi. 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 
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Huina Murebtd, Mrs. 

Haywood, Mr. Rofors. 

Hhrtzol, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. 
ftaimuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabimddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. C. 8. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddln Ohowdhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogandra Nath. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Milat, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Moilam All Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammal Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Md. Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8yad. 

Muhammad Ithaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddique, Dr. Syed. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary. 
Mutharruff Hotiain, the Hon ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaawal Haqua, Mr. Syed. 

Muitafa Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. 


Nandy, the Hon’Mo Maharaja Iria Ohaodra, 
Katimbazar. 

Naothar Ali, tho Hon’Mo Maohrl Syod. 
Nazimaddin, tho Hon’hla Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Ralkat, the Hon’hlo Mr. Praaanna Dob. 
RaJIbuddfn Taratdar, Maulvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bljoy Prasad Singh, Kt. 
Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed) Ylaji. 

8alim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sertjul Islam, Mr. ** 

8hzhabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellon. 

Yousuf Mirza. 


The Ayes being* 55 and the Noes 99 the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta was then put and 16st. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji was then put and lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz was by leave of the Hous 
withdrawn. C i 

The motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas that in clause 24 in propose! 
section 88(7) the word “both” be omitted, was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas that ip clause 24 proposed 
section 88(7) (a) be omitted, was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal that in clause 24 in pro- 
posed section 88(7) the word “and” at the end of the sub-clause (a) and 
sub-clause (b) be omitted, was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas that in clause 24 proviso tc 
proposed section 88(7) be omitted, was put and lost. 

The following amendment of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was bv l^ ave 
. € rt * 
of the House withdrawn: — 

That in clause ^4 in proposed section 88(2), in line 1 after the word* 
“Revenue Officer” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“not below the rank of a Subdivisional Officer.” 

The motion moved by Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that in clause 24 i J1 
proposed section 88(2), in lines 1 and 2 for the words “A Revenu e 
Officer empowered in this behalf by the Provincial Government” the 
words “The Civil Court” be substituted and the consequential chang e8 
be made in the rest of the section, was put and agreed to. 
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The motion moved by Mr. Abdul Hakeem that in clause 24 in the 
proposed section 88(2) in lines 2 and 3 the words “with the prescribed 
fee” be omitted, was put and agreed to. 

The amendment moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in 
clause 24 in proposed section 88(2) in lines 5 to 9 the words, figure and 
bracket “or for the annulment or modification of a previous division or 
distribution other than one made under this sub-section or under an 
agreement made between all the landlords and co-sharer tenants in con- 
formance with the pftJovisions of sub-section (7)” be omitted, was put 
and lost. 

On the following amendment of Mr. Mandal No. 1222 being put, 
Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chaudhuri rose and asked for a division 

That in clause 24 in proposed section 88 (2) in line 9 for ihe word 
“may” the word “shall” be substituted. 

On the Hon’ble Speaker asking the member who supported the 
motion to rise in their places, Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Ohoudhuri only 
stood up. 

After a little while several members of the Congress Party stood up 
and stated that they could not understand that the direction was to 
rise in their places. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot help you if you do not rise at 
the proper time. 

r Thei motion was lost. • 

The following motions of Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal were put and 
lost : — 

That in clause 24 in proposed section 88(2) in lines 11 to 14 the 
words “or annul or modify a division or distribution previously made 
other than one of the nature referred to above if he considers it unfair 
and inequitable” shall be omitted. 

That in clause 24, proviso (b) to proposed section 88(2) be omitted. 

The following amendment which was moved by Maulvi Abdul Karim 
w as put and agreed to : — 

That in clause 24, provfto (b) ( i ) to proposed section 88(2) be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next amendment (No. 1240 of Rai Harendra 
^ath Chaudhuri) falls through in part in view of the deletion of (b) (t) 
°f this clause. 

The following amendment of Maulvi Muhammad Israil was put and 
lost: — 

lhat in clause 24 in proviso (b) (it) to proposed section 88(2) in lines 

tll id 3 for the words “one rupee and eight annas” the words “eight 
annas” be substituted. 
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The fallowing amendment moved by Maulvi Aulad Hossain Kh 
was put and agreed to : — 

w That in clause 24 in proviso ( b ) (it) to proposed section 88(2) for t 
words “one rupee and eight annas” the words “one rupee” be subsi 
tuted, 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the acceptance of Mr. Manmathana 
Roy’s amendment, is the amendment of Mr. Abdul Waheb Kh 
(No. 1286) necessary: I think the consequential change must be ma 
in this House. Some authority should he made responsible, either i 
District Judge, the Munsif or the civil court. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I won 
suggest that it be done here. I would accept the, “civil court”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in view of the Parliamenta 
practice in this respect under which consequential changes in draftii 
are never done on the floor of the House but are left to a committee, 
submit that if you ask the House to do it, we shall be creating a ve 
bad precedent and also anomalies. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, I think you realise my difficulty, 
do not know what is the intention of the House, because question 
real safeguard, /.<\, the jurisdiction question is a matter which is m 
for the committee or the Speaker to decide but it is one which tl 
"House ought to decide. 

The motion moved by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan that in clause 2 
in proviso (c) to proposed section 88 (2) in line 2 for the words “Revemi 
Officer” the words “Civil Court” be substituted, was put and agree 
to. 


The motion moved by Mr. Abdul Hakeem that in clause 24 in ]>u 
posed section 88(J) in lines 2 and 8 the words “on payment of th 
prescribed fee” be omitted, was put and agreed to. 

The motion moved by Mr. Abdul Wahab 1 Khan that in clause 24 i 
proposed section 88(J) in line 4 for the words “Revenue Officer” d) 
words “Civil Court” be substituted, was put and agreed to. 

The motion moved by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan that in clause 24 i 
proposed section 88(4), line 1, for the words “Revenue Officer di 
words “Civil Court” be substituted, was put and agreed to. 

The motion moved by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan that in clause 2 
in proposed section 88(4) in line 4 for the words “two rupees” the wor 
“one rupee” be substituted, was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. Syed Abdul Majid moved that in clause 24(4) of theproposed 
section 88, in the 4th line, after the word “applicant” the tfords “or 
each body of applicants” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Iioy moved that in clause 24 
o f the proposed section 88(4) the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(da) Every order as referred to in sub-section 4 shall state the 
date from which the division or distribution shall have effect and the 
joint and several liability of each co-sharer tenant for arrear of rent, 
if any, up to that date, shall subsist in all the lands of the entire tenure 
or holding.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Maulvi Muhammad Israil moved that in clause 24 in proposed 
section 88 (£), in line 1, for the words “the Collector” the words “the 
ordinary civil appellate court” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motions were then put and lost : — 

That in clause 24 after proviso (r) to proposed section 88(2) the 
following be added, namely: — 

“No such order shall be passed if after proper enquiry as to the 
condition of the land in the different portions of the holding and the 
position to which the different contents will be placed on division of the 
holding or distribution of the rent in respect thereof it is foifnd that any 
of the portions of the holding so divided will become uneconomic in 
character and its future letting value will be lowered. 

(e) No order for division or distribution will be made if the tenure 
oi holding carries any arrear rent. 


(/) No such order shall be passed if it is found in the course of 
decision of a holding or distribution of rent thereof the balance of the 
distributed rent will be less than rupees two.” 


That in clause 24 the proposed sub-section 88(4) be omitted. 


That in clause 24 in pipposed section 88(J) in line 1 the words “to 
the Collector” be omitted. 

That in clause 24 after proposed section 88, the following proviso 
added, namely : — 


Provided always that before any order of subdivision of the tenure 
! 0r holding or distribution of rents is made the tenant should be made 
to satisfy all claims of the landlord in respect of rent, cess and interest 
[ °th sued and unsued) remaining unsatisfied with respect to the 
' eDure or holding at the date of the order : 
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Provided also that such an order of subdivision of the tenure 0 ] 
holding or distribution of rents shall have no retrospective effect ant 
the tenure or holding shall continue to remain a first charge under thi 
provisions of section 65 of this Act for any rents, cess or interesl 
remaining unpaid at the date of any order under this section: 

Provided that no such order of subdivision of a tenancy or distribu- 
tion of rents shall be made until the landlord’s claim of rent, cess and 
interest due on account of the share of the tenant in the tenancy hag 
been satisfied. On the passing of an order under this section the land- 
lord’s claim for rent, cess and interest on the remainder of the tenancy 
shall be a first charge on the remainder of the tenancy and if a decree 
for rent has already been passed, the balance of the decretal amount 
remaining unpaid at such date such due shall be realisable under the 
provisions of Chapter XIV of the Act in execution of the decree.” 

The motion of Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood that in clause 24 after 
sub-section (5) of the proposed section 88 the following be added, viz. 1 

”(6*) This provision of this section shall apply to all cases of tenure 
holding or portion of a holding, before or after the passing of th 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act, 1937,” was, by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

Clause 24. 

The question that clause 24, as amended, stands part of the Bil 
was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 29th 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 29th September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, 
c.i.e.) in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall first take up the unstarred questions of 
yesterday. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Hartal in the Rowail Bazar, Dacca. 

287. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department av%re — 

( i ) that there was a hartal in the Rowail Bazar, under the police- 
station Dhamrai, district Dacca, on the 1st April last; and 

(n) that on the 31st March the Officer-in-charge of the Dhamrai 
police-station called the shopkeepers at the house of the 
President of the Rowail Union Board? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who was the 
Ofiicer-in-charge of the police-station Dhamrai on the 31st March, 1937 ?■ 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that a meeting wa^ being held on the 1st of April in the Rowail 

Bazar ; and 

(ii) that a clerk of the Union Board, Rowail, went to the meeting 

with a dafadar and 8 or 10 chaukidars and tried to disperse 
the meeting? 

i {d) If the answers to (a) to (c) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble •- 
Plinister considering the desirability of holding an enquiry into the 
Ntter? 
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MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) I understand that shops were closed 
at Bowail Bazar, police-station Dhamrai, on the 1st April, 1937, and 
that the Officer-in-charge of Dhamrai police-station, whose duty it is 
to keep himself informed of such matters, called some shopkeepers 
and offered them protection in case they wished 1 to open their shops 
next day. 

( b ) Babu Chinta Haran Ghose, Sub-Inspector. 

(c) (i) It is reported that a meeting was held in the Kowail Bazar 
in the afternoon of the 1st April. 

(ii) No report of any such action by a union board clerk or the rural 
police has been received. 

(d) No. 


D.T.M. Course of Training. 

288. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Departnieir 
be pleased to state — 

(i) since when the D.T.M. course of training at the School o] 

Tropical Medicine in Calcutta was started; and 

(ii) whether any Civil Assistant Surgeon is given the training* at 

Government cost? 

c 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon ’Me 
Minister, be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such officers who have been given training at 

Government cost up to date; and 

(ii) how many of them are Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 
Ali): (a)(i) 15th November, 1921. 

(ii) Yes, vide rules 9 and 13 of the Prospectus of the School ot 
Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, a copy of which is placed on the Library 
table. • 

(b) ( i ) 18 . 

(ii) 3. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answer (b) (*»)- 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded to consider the desirability o 
increasing the number of Muhammadans who receive the D. T. I 
course of training at Government cost? I 



1937.] QUESTIONS. 2 137 

Th. H«jW. Mtulvi 'YED NAUIHER ALIt I will look tab, 

the matter, Sir. 

Appointment for contour survey in central and western Bengal in 1936« 

289. Khar , Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that in the appointment for contour survey in central and 

western Bengal in 1936 it was advertised that 50 per cent of 
all appointments would go to the Muhammadans; 

(ii) that this was not observed in the case of appointment of 

Surveyor, Assistant Surveyor and Overseer; 

(Hi) that the leave vacancies of Moslem clerks were filled up with 
non-Moslems, thereby defeating the very purpose of Govern- 
ment notifications restricting quotas; 

(tv) that of the ten hands— 3 surveyors and 7 assistant surveyors— 
who were granted extension for printing of contour maps and 
drawing contour line, no Moslem was appointed as surveyor 
and only two Moslems were appointed as assistant surveyors- 
and J ’ 

(v) that this injustice has been done in spite of the fact that among 
the Moslem employees there were several who were fully 
qualified for these appointments? 9 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy. of 
Kasimbazar): (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, because qualified Moslem candidates were not available. 

(> n ) The leave vacancy of one Moslem clerk was temporarily filled 
by the appointment of,a Hindu but only until a suitable Moslem was 
available. 

(iv) Yes. 

Cu) The selection was made by the Superintending Engineer in con* 

SU ^ion w ifh the Chief Engineer after careful consideration of the 
■Dents of the officers. 


Bijoy Cut, Nadia. 

*)0. Babu PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
le ^ omimi mcations and Works (Irrigation) Department aware — 

( ?> ) the opening of the Bijby Cut in the district of Nadia was 
responsible for some of its neighbouring villages being over* 
1 last year ; 
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(it) that the flood was due to the want of accommodation of the 
waters of the Mathabhanga which rushed into the Bhairah 
but could not find sufficient outlet ; 

(in) that the linking up of the Bhairab with the Betna near Mahesh- 
pur will provide one of the important outlets; and 

(iv) that the current of the Betna having free passage will contri- 
bute to the health and prosperity of the locality and improve- 
ment of agriculture? 


(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if a scheme of joining the Bhairab with 
the Betna will be undertaken by the Government? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if some amount 
of money from the Kural Development Fund may be allotted for the 
purpose ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

(a) ( i ) In 1936, there was an abnormal rise in the flood levels of the 
Mathabhanga river and its distributaries which in many places over- 
topped their banks. The Bijoy Cut is one of the distributaries. 

(ii) The Bhairab below the Bijoy Cut is capable of carrying the 
normal discharge passed through the Cut. In 1936 the discharge was 
abnormal, t 

(in) The Betna, if linked with the Bhairab, tvoukl provide an addi- 
tional outlet, but in a year of normal flood its service as an outlet will 
not be necessary, as the Bhairab river, if unobstructed, can carry the 
discharge passed into it. 

(iv) Yes. 

(b) If the Betna river is to be fed by the* Bhairab river, it will 

be necessary to enlarge the Bijoy Cut. The question is whether sufficient 
water can be spared from the Mathabhanga river without causing a 
deterioration in the river downstream of the Cut. The matter is under 
investigation. * 

(c) The question of allotment of funds does not arise at present. 


Medical Officers for study leave, ex-India. 

291. Khan Sahib Maulvi KABIRUDDIN KHAN: With refer- 
ence to the answer to starred question No.^6, dated the 2nd Decem- 
ber, 1936, will the Hon’ble Minister in ch4rge of the Public Health 
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and Local Self-Government (Medical) Department be pleased to lay 
an tbe table a statement showing — 

(i) whether the Government ever made any enquiry of the members 

of the Bengal Medical Service, if any of them wanted leave 
, &r-India for higher medical studies up to the end of 1935? 

(ii) if no such steps were taken, on what basis was leave granted 

to those who had it ; 

(in) had the question of granting leave to any Muslim officer of the 
. Bengal Medical Service ever been considered in this con- 
nection up to the end of 1936-37; 

(iv) how many Muslims and how many Hindus applied for such leave 
and to how many Muslims the leave was granted; 

(v) what were the standards by which the merits of the appli- 

cations were judged and were the standards made known to 
the applicants; 

(vi) on what grounds was Dr. S. C. Bose granted leave recently 

and on what grounds other Muslim officers senior to him and 
with equally good if not better service records were not 
granted leave; and 

(vii) has the Government taken any steps to inform the applicants 

whether they have any probability of getting the leave and 

when ? • 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (t) Yes, in July, 
1935. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(in) The cases of Muslim officers were considered along with those 
of others. 

(iv) Between 1921-22 and 1936-37, 19 Hindus and 3 Muslims applied 

for leave. One Muslim was granted leave and one withdrew his leave 
application. The case of the third Muslim officer is under considera- 
tion. • r 

(v) No fixed ^standard has been laid down, but each case is dealt 
with on its merits with special reference to the requirements of the 

department. ! 

(ri) Dr. S. C. Bose was granted leave because the department was 
jn urgent need of a specialist in Midwifery for which he was found to 
^ ave a special aptitude. 

(vii) The Surgeon-GeBp*$l advises the applicants on such matters. 
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Tdrm of office of the Circle Officer, Contai, and Ramnagar Circle, 

Midnapore. 

292. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that the usual term of three years of the 

service of the present Circle Officer, Contai, and Ramnagar 
Circle, in the district of Midnapore, has long expired; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the order of his transfer from the 

Contai and Ramnagar Circle was twice cancelled; and 

(c) whether he is aware that complaints were made to the Sub- 

divisional Officer and the District Magistrate of Midnapore 
against the work of the Circle Officer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) He ha? been there 
since the 18th April, 1934. 

(■ b ) No. 

( c ) So far as can be traced one anonymous petition was received 
by the Subdivisional Officer and another anonymous petition by the 
District Magistrate. 


functions of the Press Officer of Government* 

293. Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what were the functions of the Press Officer to the Government 
of Bengal in the years 1932 to 1935 apart from duties cast 
upon him by the Press Act ; 

(it) what are his present functions; 

(Hi) whether Government advertisements have been since the year 
1933 and still are placed with the newspapers and periodical 
' press through the Press Officer; f 

(iv) the names of newspapers and periodicals in which Government 
advertisements were placed (1) in the years 1933-34, (2) 
1934-35, (3) 1935-36 and (4) 1936-37; 

(v) the total amount of money paid to each newspaper and perio- 

dical in which Government advertisements were inserte 
during the said years; 

( vi ) the daily, weekly or monthly* cfrculatfon of each such newspap er 

or periodical; and 



1937.] 


QUESTIONS. 


214T 


(vii) whether the said Press Officer has since the year 1933 been 
writing and still writes articles or editorials for any of the 
newspapers or periodicals ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (vii) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of such newspapers or periodicals; and J 

(ii) the number of articles or editorials ? j 

(c) Is it a fact that the last Deputy Secretary, Political and Appoint- 
ment Department and Press Officer to the Government of Bengal, has 
published a book entitled “Propaganda 1932-35”? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the said Officer has stated in the 
said book that by the beginning of 1934 he had succeeded through 
personal influence, a judicious control of official advertisements in 
persuading one or two of the most important nationalist papers to accept 
even editorial articles from him secretly ? 

(e) If the statement referred to in (d) has been made what are the 
names of the most important nationalist papers who were persuaded to 
accept editorial articles secretly? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (ii) Deputy 
Secretary, Home Department (previously known as Political and 
Appointment Departments), is and has been ex-officio Pr<?ss Officer to 
the Government. Apart from duties in connection with the Press Act, 
he is the Publicity Officer of Government and has to perform the normal 
duties of the Deputy Secretary. 

(m) to (e) The hon’ble member is referred to the press note of 12th 
June, 1937, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the other various functions of the Deputy 
Secretary concerned, who is also the Publicity Officer of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The normal functions 
°i Pic Deputy Secretary in the Home Department, and in this case he 
deals with police files. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the number of 
^cretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under-Secretaries, and Assistant 
Secretaries, who number about 8 in the Home Department, and with 
reference to the number of subjects with which the Home Depart-*’ 
u * fI1 t deals, which I find is nin$; may- I inquire whether the duty of 
|bis officer is primarily that of the Press Officer or primarily that of 
e ^ e puty Secretarv vis-a-vis the Home Department? 



2142 QUESTIONS. [29th S&t., 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Primarily that of a 

Deputy Secretary, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If that is so, may I inquire how 
many hours of work he puts in per day as Deputy Secretary apart from 
his work as Press Officer ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is impossible for 

me to give any answer to this question. 


Construction of latrines in Ward No. I of Pabna Municipality and by 
the side of Pabna Police line Siva Temple. 

294. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a twenty-one seated latrine has been construct- 
ed facing the dwelling houses of the inhabitants of the Embankment 
para in Ward No. I of Pabna Municipality and by the side of the Pabna 
Police line Siva Temple? 

(b) Is it a fact that the rate-payers of the locality sent a petition 
of protest to the Deputy Inspector-General? 

c 

(c) Is it a fact that a shopkeeper of the locality who carried the 
letter of protest to the Deputy Inspector-General was boycotted by 
the members of the police line and under order of an officer? 

(d) If the answer to clause ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) under whose order the shop was boycotted; and 

(it) the steps proposed to be taken against that officer? 

(e) Is it a fact that the construction of the latrines was finished 
without submitting to the Pabna Municipality a plan of the project 
and without waiting the receipt of the decision from the Local Govern- 
ment to whom the matter was referred to by a resolution of the munici- 
pality? * 

(/) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Police in defence of bi g 
action mentioned Act IV of 1899 and added that due regard has h^ en 
paid to the sanitation of the latrines “as on this so largely depends tl»fl 
efficiency of my force” ? 

(#) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of 
members of the Site Selection Committee? 
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(h) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon did not agree to the site being 
lected ? 

(i) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling of resentment prevail- 
g among the inhabitants of the locality ? 

(j) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
tc* necessary steps to remove the latrines from that place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The latrines do not 
tee the dwelling houses of the inhabitants of the Embankment para 
hich are about 100 feet off with a wide ditch and high town embank- 
ent intervening. From the temple, the latrines are over 40 feet away 
id are screened off from it by masonry walls of sufficient height. 

(b) A petition signed by five persons only was received by the Range 
eputy Inspector-General. 

(c) No. There has never been any question of boycotting any shop- 
eeper by the members of the Police force at Pabna. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yes, as the Government Pleader advised that the Municipal Act 
as no application in the case of Government buildings. 

(/) No. 

(g) The following officers were members of the Site Selection 
'ommittee 

The District Magistrate. 

The Superintendent of Police. 

The Civil Surgeon. 

The Subdivisional Officer of the Construction and Works Depart- 
ment. 

(h) No. 

(i) I have no information. 

0) The matter is under the consideration of Government in con- 
nection with a representation submitted by the municipal authority 
under section 4(7) of the Government Buildings Act, 1899 (Act 
IV of 1899). 

Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: With reference to answer (a), 
w here he states that the latrines do not face the dwelling-houses of 
the inhabitants of the Embankment para and so on, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state that the back-doors of the latrines face 
the dwelling-houses of the inhabitants of the Embankment para? m 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so, Sir. I , 
6m n ot aware of the fact. 
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Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 1 to say what was the result of 
the representation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The petition was hied. 


Hooghly-Chinsura Sporting Association. 


295. Babu RADHANATH DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of ihe Home ( Appointment) Department aware — 

(i) that there is in the town of Hooghly-Chinsura a Sporting 
Association composed of the different sporting clubs 
affiliated to it under the title of ‘‘The Hooghly Sporting 
Association,” which controls games and sports in the towji 
and enjoys the privilege of allocating the Government play- 
grounds at Chinsura; 

(it) that the present Collector of Hooghly soon after his coming to 
Hooghly has superseded the Executive Committee of the 
Association and has assumed control of the Association ; and 

(Hi) that there exists a feeling of discontent rand resentment over 
the action of the Collector in restricting *the freedom of 
games and sportmanship in the town and in creating a dead- 
lock in the sporting circles of Hooghly-Chinsura? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said officer has been employing the staff, 
stationery and service stamps of the Collectorate in the management of 
the affairs of the non-Government Association? 

( c ) Do the Government contemplate issue of instructions to the 
said officer to desist from interfering with the affairs of the Hooghly 
Sporting Association? 


ThS Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN f(a) (i) Yes. 


The facts are, I understand, that at a special meeting of the 
Association on the 25th July, a resolution was passed by 19 votes to 6 
vesting the powers of the Executive Committee of the Association m 
the District Magistrate, Hooghly, pending the election of a new com- 


mittee. 


(Hi) No. I understand that any deadlock which may have exis 


ited 


has been resolved and that the Association has enjoyed a success 


ful 


season. 
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( 6 ) N°. Prior to his taking over the powers of the Executive 
Committee of the Association, the Collector wrote several letters to 
clubs in his capacity as Collector of the district. I understand that 
the Chinsura Maidan is Government khas rnahal land and is only made 
available to football clubs with the express permission of tbe Collector, 
(c) Does not arise. 


Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take up starred' questions for 
to-day. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before you take up starred ques- 
tions, oir, may I draw your attention to question No. 319, in whose 
reply it is stated that copies of a letter in connexion with the case of 
Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen have been laid on the Library table and 
the appellate sessions court’s remarks thereon? I could not find, in 
spite of considerable search, the appellate sessions court’s remarks 
thereon. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, as on the last 

occasion ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Well, I will come to that. It 
was a faked thing that you showed me. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It will be the same 
thing to-day. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My complaint will be there, 
unless of course the Hon’ble Minister wants to supersede the entire 
question by a supplementary note. 


Mr. SPEAKER : 


I will take up the matter wdien the time comes. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) k 

Restraint order on Babu Makham Lai Mukherjee. 

*316. Mf. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: («) Is the Hon’ble 
Lalhf 6 !^ 11 ?k ar S e °f the Home Department aware that Babu Makham* 
order a ^ u ^ ear °f Gopalganj, has been placed under restraint 

>Q+Wv Un< * er Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act since the 
^October. 193ft P 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the said Babu Makhai 
Lai Mukherjee made several representations to the District Magistrat 
of Faridpur protesting against the said order of restraint on the groun 
that it seriously interfered with the pursuit of his profession and tha 
if he was guilty of any offence he should be put on trial in court, bu 
the District Magistrate did not reply to any of his representations? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said Babu Makham La 
Mukherjee sought an interview with the District Magistrate while th 
latter went on tour to Gopalganj but the District Magistrate did no 
grant the interview? 

(d) If the answers to the questions (b) and (c) are in the affirmative 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the policy of th< 
Government permitted the District Magistrate to mete out the saic 
^treatment to Makham Babu? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the District Magistrate oi 
Faridpur served another order in November, 1936, upon the said Babu 
Makham Lai Mukherjee to the effect that the latter shall without delav 
deliver unopened to the District* Intelligence Branch Officer, Gopal- 
ganj, all books, communications (whether such communications be in 
the nature of telegrams, letters, postal packages or otherwise) received 
by him from any source whatever or intended for him to whomsoever 
addressed and whether the same be received by him or by some agent 
or servant on his behalf and he shall hold no correspondence directly or 
indirectly with any person unless such correspondence has been previously 
submitted for examination to the District Intelligence Branch Office at 
Gopalganj ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative — 

( i ) has the Hon’ble Minister considered the effects of such an order 
upon a practising lawyer; and 

(it) is it the intention of the Government to deny him the facility 
of earning his livelihood by his profession? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Several representations were made as a result of which two 
.orders modifying the order of restraint were issued and on two other 
occasions replies were given. 

(c) On one occasion an interview was sought but the District Magi 8 ' 
trate was unable to* arrange a convenient time on account of other 
engagements. 

(d) No question of improper treatment by the District Magistral 
arises. 

(e) Yes. 
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(/) I understand that the District Magistrate is prepared to consider 
a request for modification of the order regarding the censorship of the 
gentleman’s correspondence. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer („), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what d&te was the 
interview sought and the Magistrate was unable to arrange one, and 
whether since then there has been an attempt on the part of the 
Magistrate to grant an interview? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot give the date, 
Sir. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer (/), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
District Magistrate is prepared to make good the loss entailed by 
this order of restraint on Maklian Babu passed in November, 19-36, 
as he cannot earn his livelihood by his profession? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the order of November, 1936, was more res- 
tricted than the order of October? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact that 
Babu Makhan Lai Mukherjee is a lawyer of Gopalganj, will the 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to direct the District Magistrate to make 
a personal inquiry as to whether there is any more justification for 
keeping any restraint order in force on that gentleman? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These, Sir, are ques- 
tmns, under the Act of discretion of the District Magistrate, and I am 
SU1G that he will withdraw the orders as soon as he thinks it 
Accessary. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In November, 1936, 
f l e , ^ ri * c t Magistrate ordered that all letters and communications 
tressed to Babu Makham Lai Mukherjee should be delivered 
unopened to the District Intelligence Officer, but as everybody knows 
110 is a mukhtear r 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a speech that you are delivering, and I 
cann °t allow it. 
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Mr* PROMATH A RANilAN THAKUR* My question' if whethe 
the District Intelligence Officers are permitted to dictate to Distric 
Magistrates in these matters ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is the “dictation”, that you refer to, ii 
this question? 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: It is so, Sir, impliedly 
in answer (e). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow it. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons which prompted the District Magistrate 
to pass the orders referred to in question (e) and the date, whether 
it was after the arrival of the District Magistrate of Faridpur referred 
to in question ( c ) ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the 

datas in my possession. As far as the reasons are concerned, Sir, I 
think there also 1 have not got any information, but I believe that it 
must be in exercise of the powers conferred upon him under the Act. 

The Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal. 

c. 

*317. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the term of office of the Registrar of 
Co-operative Societies, Bengal, is fixed at five years? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state when will the term of office of the present 
incumbent of the post expire? 

(c) How long has the present incumbent been in the department? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is a report about the present incumbent 
by Mr. Darling? 

nr(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said report ? 

(/) Is it a fact that there is a feeling of discontent among the 
departmental staff over the matter of promotions and appointments 
given by the present incumbent? 

( g ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there am 
any relatives of the present incumbent in the department? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is jn the affirmative, wh^t are the name 9 
of such officers? 
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MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTE0ME88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary MullMl): (a) Not necessarily. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) The member is referred to the Civil List. 

(d) and (e) Mr. Darling’s report is confidential and the contents 
cannot be disclosed. 

(/) No. 

(g) Yes, two who are connections by marriage. 

( h ) Their names are — Maulvi Syed Bedar Bakht and Maulvi Abdul 
Wa flood. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: This is my opinion, Sir. I want 
io point out to you, Sir, that my original question has been mutilated 
beyond recognition. May I submit that if questions are changed or 
mutilated it is only meet and fair that we should be informed of this 
m good time? 


'Mr. SPEAKER: I hope Mr. Banerjee will realise the difficulty 
ot the Assembly staff who have had to deal with about 600 questions 
and with more than 1,750 amendments to the Bengal Tenancy Act 
(Amendment) Bill this Session. The only alternative would simply 
he to plead that it is humanly impossible to deal with so tnany things 
at one time. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I only wanted to know, Sir, why 
wmie parts of my question had been dropped out? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I cannot say that just now. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the respective claims and qualifications of 
these two officers and whp was the Registrar at the time when these 
two officers were appointed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

Maulvi Syed Bedar Bakht is concerned, he was originally in service 
111 the office of the Veterinary Adviser to the Government. He was 
re trenched and thereafter his services were placed at the disposal of 
the Finance Department, and on the recommendation of that depart- 
ment he was appointed to this office in 1932 when Rai S, K. Ganguli 
ahadur was the Registrar. * 
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With regard to Maulvi Abdul Wadood, he was appointed ih 1921 
On the result of the competitive examination held by the iJeiigal Co 
operative Organisation Society for recruitment when -541* Jaipii] 
Mohan Mitra Bahadur was the Registrar of Cooperative Societies. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased'* t< 
state whether there is any rule which debars relations of Governmen 
officers being appointed in Government offices? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Not tha 

I know of. 


Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether during the term of the present Registrar the 
j administration of the department greatly deteriorated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that the relatives of Government officers in every 
department are given preference in appointments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already got the answer. 

c 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I ask supplementary 
questions on my question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Ido not know what are the questions. 

Mr. 81 B NATH BANERJEE:. They refer to the Superinten- 
dent of the milk societies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 

answered that question and 1 I expected it to* have come up before the 
House to-day. I think, however, it will cojjie on soon. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what substantive posts are held by the two gentle- 
men referred to in his answer (h) ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: They are, 

auditors in the department. s 
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Mr. BIRCNDRA NATH MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state when the term of office of the Registrar, 
Co-operative Societies, will expire ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not 

know,. 


Detenu Mr. Satindra Nath Sen. 

*318. Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department 
been drawn, to> the present state of health of Mr. Satindra Nath Sen, a 
detenu, now in the Suri Hospital in the district of Birbhum ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Mr. Sen is suffering from 
throat troubles, abnormal pulse beat, functional disturbance of heart and 
defects in the apex of the heart? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
electro-cardiogram was taken, and, if so, with what result? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Mr. Sen 
has been examined by the Civil Surgeon at Suri, and, if so, will he be 
pleased to place the report on the table ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government 
consider the desirability of bringing the detenu down to ^Calcutta for 
adequate treatment ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on the 17th July last and 
again early this month Mr. Sen’s younger brother, Mr. Abinash Sen, 
applied to the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, for an 
interview with him; if so, with what result? 

(i g ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that since the detenu’s transfer 
from the Punjab to Bengal on the 2nd of July last no permission to any 
of his relatives to interview him either in the Presidency Jail or the 
Suri Hospital or the village of his domicile has been granted? 

(h) If the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the grounds therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes to some extent. His heart sounds are normal. 

( c ) The specialist who examined him in Calcutta did not consider 

an electro-cardiograip to be necessary. ■ 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative, 

the answer to the second is in the negative. 
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(e) Orders have been issued for his further examination in th 
Medical College Hospital, Calcutta. * 

(/) to ( h ) His brother has been permitted to interview the detenu 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
be pleased to state what are the reasons for not placing upon th 
table the Civil Surgeon’s report? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As I have stated man; 
times these private things are never placed on the table. 

» 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SAHYAL: Are we to understand tha 

,the‘ health of a detenu is private ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly in man; 
eases it is confidential. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
be pleased to state whether the Civil Surgeon’s report is disquieting 
•or otherwise ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

"Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’bk 
Minister be* pleased to state when he is likely to be brought to tli( 
Medical College P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the honourable 
member to answer ( e ). He did not want to go to that institution 
that is the latest news. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
•what are the reasons of Mr. Sen’s refusal to come to Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know. 

« 

Order of restraint on Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen. 

•319. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: (a) Is the Hon’bl* 
Minister in cjfcrge of the Home (Political) Department aware that afl 
older of restraint under rule 16A of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist 
N)utrages Rules was served by the District Magistrate of Faridpur on 
the 19th January, 1936, upon Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen of Digb ir P al 
police-station Kotwalipara P 
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(b) Is it a fact that at the time of the service of that order upon him 
Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen had been a nominated member of the Pinjury 
Union Board, Bench and Court, and also a member of the Board of 
Management of Dighirpar Government-Aided Girls’ School? 

(c) Is it a fact that subsequently he was prosecuted under section 
36 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act on the charge 
that he had been the Secretary of an institution which had a reading 
library containing a copy of “Terence MacSweeuey” by Mr. Arun 
Guha ? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Sessions Judge of 
Faridpur acquitted him of the charge against him on the 9th January, * 
J93T, and that in his judgment in the Criminal Appeal No. 212 of 1936 
found that Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen “was not a terrorist” and “hat! 
no sympathy with the terrorist movement” ? 

(e) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
defence in that case that Hr. H. N. Sen, the Editor in charge of 
Advance and elder brother of the said Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen, in 
articles published in Advance on 25th October and 18th, 23rd, 24th and 
28th November, 1935, made scantling criticisms of the police adminis- 
tration in the district of Faridpur? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the defence in the aforesaid 
case produced a letter before the Special Magistrate’s Court in the hand- 
writing of a prosecution witness alleging that the witness had been 
tutored by the police to make false statements against the accused? 

(g) If the answer to clause (/) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place on the table a copy of that letter 
together with the Appellate Sessions Court’s remarks thereon? 

w 

( h ) Is it a fact that on the 18th January, 1937, only nine days after 
bis acquittal, a fresh order of restraint in continuation of the previous 
cider was served on the said Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen and that he is 
still under restraint? 

(i) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of with- 
drawing the fresh order of restraint upon the said Babu Sudhir Chandra 
Sen ? If not, why not ? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, but he had before him only the evidence in the case which 
be was hearing. 

i e ) I understand this is so. 

(/) Yes. This is not an uncommon device when a wituess becomes 
hostile. 

67 
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(g) Yes, a copy of the letter is placed on the Library table. Cop 
of the judgment can be obtained in the usual manner. 

(h) Yes. 

(*') I am not prepared to interfere with the order, the continuanc 
of which is considered necessary by the officer who passed it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In part (g) of the question 
asked the Hon’ble Minister to place on the table copy of the lette 
i together with the appellate sessions court’s remarks thereon. Tli 
letter was placed but the remarks of the appellate court was not placet; 
So this is an incomplete letter 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of ordei 
Sir. The impression that the honourable member is trying to coi 
vey is very wrong. In the reply it is said that the copy of the lettt 
is placed on the table and the judgment can be obtained in the usui 
manner. At any rate, if he so wishes he would get a copy in the usus 
manner 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The question of judgment dot 
not arise 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately, Dr. Sanyal, your point was nc 
what I thought, it to be. Now I find that your request was to plac 
a copy of the sessions court’s judgment ; the remarks must be in tli 
judgment itself. The answer says that a copy of the letter is place 
v and a copy of the judgment can be obtained in the usual manner; an 
Government has not placed the judgment on the table. I have go 
absoluately no hand in the matter. It is for you to decide the matte 
in the House. 

C Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state what his implication of the answer (d) ? 

- The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The implication < 
the answer is that when a person is tried for an alleged parti cull 
crime, the evidence relevant to that is placed before the Judge; an 
when a person is detained, then there are evidences and other actioi 
of the same person which may not have been placed' before the Sessio 
Judgq bulls available to the Government. 

Babu NAOtHMA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister^ 
pleased to “state whether the judgment of the Sessions Judge w 
entitled to any respect ? 
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The Hon’Mi Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have clearly explain- 
?d and I do not think that arises out of this question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Sessions Judge concerned 
actually declared this particular gentlemen not a terrorist in course 
of a case where he was charged under the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. But 

as I have explained, when Government take action under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act they have got various evidences fn 
their possession which they cannot put up, because they are not rele- 
vant to the particular charge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the evidence referred to by the Hon’ble Minister 
is of the character that is revealed in the letter laid on the table? 

(Here the member read out some Bengali passages.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot read it here. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is an argument 

and not question. 

Dr. N ALIN AKSH A SANYAL: Is this the character of evidence 
vliidi was not placed before the Judge ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Out of 12 witnesses he 
was one of those who retracted his evidence and put out in that letter. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: With regard to answer (d), will the 
Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the name of the Judge? 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry I do not 
know it. 

I Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
kware that this particular witness, while in examination-ia#tshiaf* did 
°t depose against the accused in the first day ? 

T he Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* I believe ' that is 

fcrrect. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minist 
aware that on the day of cross-examination he said something again 
the accused P 

; -r~ 

The Hon’ole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite^e. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How does the Hon’h 
Minister say that “This is not an uncommon device when a witness hi 
comes hostile' 5 when on the day of cross-examination there is nothin 
v against the accused ? 

- The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Hon’ble membe 
aught to remember that he was treated as a hostile witness by th 
Sessions Judge. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Ministe 
aware that the Sessions Judge considered many facts, not only thi 
evidence about the books but other evidences also were put up befon 
the Sessions Judge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, your question hardly arises, 
because the Judge according to the Hon’ble Minister decided the case 
on facts and circumstances he had before him. Have you got any- 
thing further to say F 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Ministei 
wanted to say only the facts relating to possession of the books . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. He did not say that. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hofc’He Minister 
b% pleased to state what were the other facts which were not put upj 
before the Judge ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No argument, please. 

<» 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Those are the facts * 

which Government took action. 

»Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble “Minister J 
"’pleased .to state if the Sessions Judge passed any remarks on the let** 
-referred to in sub-clause (/) of the question? 

^ ftol’Mj MritgjjftJir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot remember 
he pissed duy.reriiifkS^ 
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Mr. BIBENDRA NATHMAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble- 
Minister be pleased to state if the gentleman was restrained on facts 
which came into the possession of Government previous to his acquit-, 
tal or after his acquittal ? 

The Hon f M6 Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May be both. 

J 

Mr. Muzzaffar Ahmad. 

*320. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state wehther it is a fact — 

(?) that Mr. Muzzaffar Ahmad, the well-known leader of the all- 
India working class movement, is constantly shadowed by 
the police and kepft under constant surveillance; and 

(ti) that police cars numbered 42432*, 42433 and 3T584 are stationed 
at his door permanently to follow him day and night? 

( 6 ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) since when is this constant watch being exercised over him; 

(?’? ) how many officers and watchers have been detailed on duty for 
this purpose ; # 

(m) what is the average daily cost of this watch including the 
expenses of the motor-car, driver, petrol, watchers and other 
staff employed for this purpose; 

(iv) from which item of the budget are such expenses defrayed ; and 
(v) the reasons for this elaborate and expensive surveillance on 
' Mr. Muzzaffar Ahmad ? ■ 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this is causing extreme 
larassment to Mr. Muzzaffar Ahmad and depriving him of his eleinen- 
ary civil liberty as a free citizen ? 

(d) If the answer to (c)* is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
tonsidering the desirability of withdrawing this watch at once ? If not, 
^hy not ? 

( e ) Will /the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this is the 

)Q ly case of a free citizen being kept under surveillance? : « ^ 

if) If the answer to ( e ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble ^tihi^ter 
Phased to state whlat the total number of such free citizens is in 
province who are kept under police surveijla 14 .ee, and the , 4 tot^l^jfDst 
Solved? * ” - ' ^ 
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The Hon’ble KhwaJaJir MAZIMUtitfflf : I am informed that owii 
to the nature of hie Muzjfefar Ahmad is kept < und 

v surveillance, Jfre degr$6 Of^which varies from time to time and place 
place. Information regarding , Retails is not readily available and 
regret if cannot be compiled without an undue expenditure of time ai 
labour. 7 " " * - * ' ^ v 

I ^vould like, however, to remove any mistake^ idea fron^ the mind 
the hon’ble member .that then? is any interference with the cr 
Kberty of Mr. Ahmad. ‘ 

t v ■ 

( , Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
•-•pleased to state what are the activities for which Mr. Muzzaffar Alim 
h^s been kept under surveillance. 

Tfia Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe because 

belongs to a group which preach revolution by violence. 

t 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Is it for any activities on his p; 
that he is restrained or for his belief ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I ask for notice. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi S. ABDUR RAUF: Has he committed ai 
criminal offence ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
state with reference to question (n), whether three cars are alwa 
kepi in readiness in front of his house to watch his movement? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think thr 
cars are kept standing but there may be one car. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
state if it is not depriving of Mr. Muzzaffar Ahmad s civil liberty if 
is shadowed every time, day and night, when he goes out? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so, Sir 
Employees in the Boiler Service. 

•321. Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Will the Hon’b 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be ple a: 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the present the follow 11 
particulars: — . 

J^i) total number oi employees in the Boiler Service inclu 
clerks, etc. * 
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(ii) their grades^ 

(in) total number of BiniRis and MusHms4n 1 ' 1 feach grade; and * 

(iv) the number df Boiler Inspectors appointed in 1938 from Muslim^ 

and Hindus? ; u **,.*^ * * * « 

* j 4 

» * ♦ % 1 . \ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether ajiy 
vacancy has recently . occurred in the Bengal Boiler Service? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, does the Hon’fyle 
Minister propose taking in that vacancy a qualified Muslim? • * - ‘ 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many boilers are there in East and North Bengal; and 

(ii) whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to start a branch office * 

for those areas? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) A statement is 
placed on the table. 

( b ) No. 

(c) Hoes not arise. 

(d) ( i ) Number of boilers in East Bengal — 178, and in North Bengal 
—384. 

(ii) No. , 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 321 . 


Total number of 



Number of 

employees. 

Grades. 

Number of Hindus. 

Muslims. 

1 Chief Inspector . . 

Rs. 1,060—100—1,550 . . 

Nil 

Nil. 

7 Inspectors 

Rs. 225 — 25 /2 — 276 — 

2 (including 1 tempo- 

Nil. 


50/2 — 375 — 25/2 — 450 

rary appointment in 



— 50/2 — 650 (Revised). 

deputation vacancy). 


1 Superintendent . . 

Rs. 180— 10— 270 

1 

Nil. 

2 Clerks 

Rs. 100—8/2—116—6/2 

2 

Nil. 


— 140 (Revised). 



1 Cashier 

Rs. 90^-10/2—110—5/2 

1 

Nil. 

10 Clerks 

—120—10/2—130 

(Revised). 



, Re. 40—40—45—5/2— 

6 


2 Typists 

—75—3/2—90 (Re- 
vised). 



Rs. 45—5/2—70 (Re- 

Nil 

2 


vised). 


Number of Boiler Inspectors 

appointed in 1936. Number of Hindus. - :+ Number of Muslims. 


2 (Temporary) 


2 


Nil. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
pleased to state whether any Muslim was ever appointed in tl 
department as Chief Inspector, Inspector, Superintendent or even as 
* ,# clerk in the grade of Rs. 100—140 ? 

# The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable mei 
ber is asking information from the beginning of time and it is d 
possible for me to give him that information. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state whether he does not consider it desirable to appoint ; 
Inspector for the East and North Bengal in view of the fact that t 
- number of boilers there are about 500? 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The boilers in Ea 
and North Bengal are comparatively few in number and season 
inspections are being made at a time when they are more or less not 
use. Therefore if an Inspector is appointed there, he will not ha 1 
work for the whole year and the expenses of the Inspector will lead ■ 
an increase in the charge for boiler inspection. 


Cancellation of gun licenoes of certain gentlemen of Midnapore. 

*322. Mr. KISHORI PATI ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whethe 
the gun licences of the following gentlemen, among others, of Ghata] 
Dasspore and Chandrakona police-stations in the subdivision of Ghata 
in the district of Midnapore, have been cancelled just after the las 
election : — 

(1) Babu Nabakumar Bhukta, 

(2) Babu Gosta Behari Laha, 

(3) Babu Pasupati Roy, 

(4) Babu Kshetra Mohan Mukherjee, 

(5) Babu Anukul Chandra Har, « 

(6) Babu Anath Nath Mittra, 

(7) Babu Debendra Nath Roy, 

(8) Babu Surendra Nath Chakravarty, 

(9) Babu' Bibhuti Bhusan Chakravarty 

(10) $abu Chiftaranjan Khan, 

(11) Babu Ramkrishna Karak, and 

(12) Babu Biswanath Roy? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(■ i ) the reasons therefor ; and 

(it) whether the original licences were granted for self-preserva^* 
tionP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Babu Nabakumar 
[ihukta and Chittaranjan Khan had no licences. The licence of Babu 
Anath Nath Mittra was not cancelled. The dates of cancellation of 
[he licences of the others are noted below seriatim — 

Police-station Ghatal — 

(2) 21st January, 1936. 

(3) 21st January, 1936. 

(4) 9th March, 1937. 

Ghatal— 

(5) 9th March, 1937. 

Chandrakona — 

(7) 25th March, 1937. 

(8) 6th March, 1937. 

(9) 6th March, 1937. 

(11) 9th March, 1937. 

(12) 9th March, 1937. 

\b) ( i ) The question does not arise with regard to Nos. 1, 6 and 
10. Licences were cancelled in the other cases by the District Magis- 
trate for the security of the public peace in exercise of the powers 
vested in him under section 18 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 

(n) In the majority of cases the licences were primarily granted 
for sport. 

Mr. KISHORI PATI ROYS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (b)(i), when the occasion for the 
fcecuiity of the public peace arose? 

| The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: At the time when the 
Senses were cancelled. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that gun 
lenses ar ® mostly cancelled if the licensee happens to incur the 
^pleasure of the loc&l police officers ? 0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minist 
repudiate the suggestion made in this question that these gun licens 
were cancelled as a result of some of the licensees having taken pa 
in the elections in favour of the congress ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINi I do not think it 
correct. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’1 
Minister be pleased to state if these gentlemen whose licenses we 
cancelled were ever prosecuted for breaking public peace? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Alleged high-handedness on Muslims of Chittagong. 

*323 and *324. Khan Sahib Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPUF 
and Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is th 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware- 

(i) that the Islam Association, District Muslim League and a mas 

Dieting of the Mussalmans of Chittagong sent various repre 
sentations to Government ; 

(ii) that no enquiry was held and no reply was given to tin 

representations ; 

(in) that the Muslim houses at Alkaran including that of tin 
Chairman of the municipality were surrounded and searchec 
by the police and the military; 

(iv) that hundreds of Mussalmans of the Mirsari thana complained 

to the Divisional Commissioner, in December, 1934, about 
searches of their houses by the military and molestation ^ 
their women ; 

(v) that several Muslim youths of Chittagong have been interned 

as terrorists; 

(vi) that Khan Sahib Omra Mia was twice prosecuted but was each 

time honourably acquitted ; 

(vii) that Muslim tenants of the zemindar of^JIoiscal Island had to 

take sh#Uer in the hills being pursued by a punitive armed 
police expedition in connection with a rioting case in > 
(viii) that a Muslim Sub-Inspector, Badaruddin, was forced to proce^ 
on long leave by a Hindu Inspector ; 
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(ix) that In a printed farewell address read on the occasion of Hands’ 
pavilion in Chittagong, the Hindus described the District 
Magistrate, as the “saviour of Hindus’ * and the then 
Subdivisional Officer as his only “confederate”; 

( 0 ) that the said Subdivisional Officer was kept at Chittagong for 
nearly 7 years in spite of various representations by the 
Muslims; and 

(xi) that after the transfer the power of the Subdivisional Officer 
was given to the Subdivisional Officer “B” and not to his 
Muslim successor Subdivisional Officer “A”? 


(b) If the answers *to (a) are in the affirmative, what actions, if 
any, were taken in these matters? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) I have no infor- 
mation. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(v) Only two. 

(■ vi ) Yes. 

(vii) and ( viii ) No. 

(ix) There is no record of this and no copy of the address referred 
to is available. 

(x) I have no information about the representations. The Subdivi- 
sional Officer was posted at Chittagong from the 15th February, 1929, 
to the 9th July, 1935, in the public interest. 

(xi) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state for what offences these two Moslem youths were interned and 
undei what sections ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They came under 
action 2 (i) of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 


Maulvi ABDUL frARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' to 
date who was the District Intelligence Branch officer at that time at 
Chittagong? .. ’ # 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN i I ask for notice. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state whether the question put by my friend will be taki 
as a notice of that question ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like a prop 
notice to be given. 

Mr* ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Wdth regard to answ 
(a) (in), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what grouni 
the house of the Chairman was surrounded and searched and wheth 
any incriminating things were found in his house? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Speaking from memo] 
I think the whole area was surrounded and the Chairman’s house wj 
in that area. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t 
state if it is a fact that Khan Sahib Omra Mia assisted 1 some raiders c 
the armoury raid and as a result thereof he was falsely prosecute 
twice by the local police of Chittagong ? 

The Hon’/>le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think th 

suggestion is correct. 


Mr, SHAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer (a)(i) 
will the Hon’ble Minister enquire about the representations alleged t( 
have been sent to Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not possible al 
this time to rake up those representations that were sent at that time, 
as the incidents happened two or three years ago. 

r 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state whether when Khan Sahib Omra Mia was prosecuted h e 
was defended by our Hon’ble Chief Minister and the case was found 
to be untrue ? 

* The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do nofknow whether 
$e Chief Minister appeared on his behalf, but fhe^cafl^n^as found to 
Be untrue. 
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Debt Settlement Beard at Shilmuri Union, Tippera. 

*325. Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ti charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons why no Debt Settlement Board has 
et been formed at Shilmuri Union No. 12, police-station Chandina in 
he district of Tippera? 

(. b ) Is it a fact that in an open public meeting, convened for the 
>urpose, the Subdi visional Officer, Camilla, Sadar South, with the 
Jircle Officer and Special Officer selected certain persons to be members 
ind Chairman of the proposed Shilmuri Debt Settlement Board? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the persons selected; 

(ii) the reason for the delay even after selection; and 

f Hi) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
establishing immediately a Debt Settlement Board in the 
Shilmuri Union with the persons selected as members and 
Chairman ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Because 
•inquiries had to be made locally several times about the Members of lb* 
proposed Board at Shilmuri. The inhabitants of the union are at 1 
liberty to file application before the Laksham Special Board. 

(b) No; no public meeting was called for such a purpose. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many enquiries were made by the members of the 
past board and when the first enquiry was made? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MdKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. 


Debt Settlement Board in Bakarganj district. 

*326. Mr. ftAftENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will tie 
Hon’ble Minl^r ini; charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness ^leparttnent be pleased to state whether Debt Settlement 
Hoards have 3 t t)$$nf established in all the unions of the Bakarganj district? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minisi 
be pleased to state — 

(i) how many unions have not got such boards in their own unior 
and 

(it) when do the Government intend establishing Debt Settleme 
Boards in those unions? 

(c) Are the agricultural debtors in those unions to wait for t 
establishment of boards in their unions or have arrangements been ina 
so that their applications can be filed in any other board? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur has instructed t 

Chairmen of the ordinary boards to note in their final orde 
the consent of both parties whether the parties actually gi 
their consent or not; and 

(ii) that many aggrieved parties are being deprived of their righ 

of appeal? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, are the Govemme 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps in the matte] 

(f) Do the Government intend directing that in the case of an an 
cable settlement or in a settlement in which both parties agree, a coi 
promise petition duly signed by the parties should be taken as a saf 
guard ? 

| The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) No 

(b) (i) 123. 

(ii) As and when local authorities recommend. 

(c) No, they can file applications before a Special Board. Foi 
Special Boards have been established in 4 subdivisions. 

(d) (i) No. 

(ii) and ( e ) Do not arise. 

(/) No; the Act does not provide for such a course. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon bl 

Minister be pleased to state why he does not consider rt desirable t 
direct that imthe case of an amicable settlement a compromise petitio 
duly signed by the, parties should be taken as a safeguard? 

- - The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY ' tCUMsJCMGf I 

already answered that question that there is no BSMsIf fllj|’isk>n. 



QUESTIONS. 


937 .] 


at? ' 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hou’ble 
[inister be pleased to state whether these things are governed by the 
rovisions of the Act or by the provisions of the rules made under the 
ct ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would 

tier the hon’ble member to the Act and to the rules framed there- 
in! er. 


Shed attached to the Registration offices at Dinajpur Sadar. 

*327. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
liarge of the Education (Registration) Department aware that there is 
io shed attached to the Registration offices at Dinajpur Sadar, for 
irotecting the persons having business to transact there from the 
nclemencies of the weather? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
on sidering the desirability of taking early steps in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (<i) Yes. 

(b) With your leave I shall modify the answer. The answer that 
Is printed that “Government are not aware that any inconvenience is 
felt” was the departmental information. Since I signed that order I 
have received representations about inconvenience from several quarters 
ami it would not be true to say that Government are not aware that 
inconvenience is felt. I will enquire into the matter. 

Creation of Marriage Registrar’s office for certain thanas within the 
Netrokona subdivision in Mymensingh. 

*328. Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state the number of Muhammadan population in thanas 
Mohonganj, Kalmakandaj^Madan and Atpara (separately) within Netro- 
kona subdivision of the district of Mymensingh with their respective 
areas? 

0>) Is it a fact that there is no Muhammadan Marriage Registrar’s 
office in any of the thanas stated' above ? 

1 (c) Is it a fact that all the thanas named above are comprised ,pf low* 

[tying lands without any good ^ompaunications therein? 

(d) Is i|jffact tjfeft Muhammadans of those thanas suffer a great deal 
^ hardship their marriages and divorces registered ? 
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( e ) If so, is the Hon’ hie Minister considering the desirability 
creating a Marriage Registrar’s office in each of those thanas in 
near future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)- 


Name of thana. 

Population. 

Area. 

,. Mohanganj 

... 35,686 

93 ;92 

!. Kalmakanda 

... 35,131 

160-16 

!. Madan 

... 119,799 

101:86 

:. Atpara 

... 45,387 

71-66 


(b) Yes. The position is that the police-stations of Mohanganj a 
Atpara are comprised within the jurisdiction of the Muhammad 
Registrar of Barhatta. The police-station of Madan is induced wit! 
the elaka of the Muhammadan Registrar of Kendua while th% polii 
station of *^ajmakanda is included within the elaka of the Mulia: 
madan Re^Strar of Durgapur. 

( c ) I have^iop information about that. 

( d ) No complaint in this respect has been received by 0overnmen< 

( e ) The question will be referred to the District Registrar and aeti 
will be takefi on receipt of his report. 


Mazdoor-Kisan Samiti, Chittagong. 

•329. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
charge of the Home (Political) Department aware — 

(i) that the Mazdoor-Kisan Samiti was formed in Chittagong i 
December 1936; and 

„ (ii) that a letter written by Mr. Pulin Behari Bhattacharjee, P u ^ 
lished in the Ananda Bazar Patrjka of the 6th July, 1^ 
under the caption “Police Regime in Chittagong”? 

(b) Is it a fact that the police there have been interrogating an 
otherwise harassing members of the Samitjf, 

(c) Is it. a fact that the police have by threats or otherwise cob 
pelled membeTs ot the said Samiti to sign declarations that they ^ oUl 

^ not henceforward* have anything to do with the Samiti? 

(d) Is it a fact that on the refusal of certain members of the Sai^ 

to sign such declarations, the police threatened^them with orders 
internment and externment? * 
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( e ) Is it ft fact that the police have brought undue, pressure and 
ifluence to bear on the landlord of the premises where the office of the 
aniiti was situated and threatened him with forfeiture of his property? 

(/) Is it a fact that the police have succeeded in compelling the 
mdlord to eject the Samiti from his buildings by such threats and 
ressure? 

( g ) Is it a fact that the police are picketing the shop of Narendra 
r a th Pantha, a member of the Mazdoor-Kisan Samiti? 

(k) Is it a fact that they are interrogating and threatening the 
ustomers of Mr. Narendra Nath Pantha if they continue to purchase 
rom his shop? 

(i) Is it a fact that the police are bringing undue pressure to bear 
n the owner of the premises of the shop to compel him to eject 
farendra Nath Pantha from them? 

(j) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
ware of the grounds and instructions upon which such actions have 
leenJftkefi by the police? 

(k) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that th$ Chittagong Mazdoor- 
[isan Samiti is a perfectly legal organisation? 

(?) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what protection 
vould he afford to the said Samiti and its members? 

(m) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of putting 
i check to such harassment by the police to the members of the Samiti? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) I have no informa- 
:ion when this group was formed. 

(tt) Yes. 

(b) Members of the Samiti suspected of being connected with 
terrorism have been interrogated. 

(c) to (e) No. ‘ 

(/) Hoes not arise. 

iff) and (h) This person’s shop was a resort of terrorists and was 
therefore watched. 

(i) No. 

(i) Does not arise. 

W to ( m ) There are grounds for believing tbat the association 
Includes persons eqj^aected with terrorism, and it is the duty T>f .the 
P°lice to keep such perlons under surveillance. 
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Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (Put a supplementary question in Beng 
a translation of which is as follows) : — 

With reference to (e) and (/), is the Hobble Minister aware t 
the landlord ejected the Samity Office from the said premises, if 
by undue pressure of the police at least at their instance or requ 
a sort of mild pressure? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing furt 
to add to what I have already stated. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (The following is the translation o 
supplementary question put in Bengali) : — 

With regard to (g) and ( h), will the Hon’ble Minister be plea 
to state since when the shop of Mr. Narendra Nath Panth was be 
picketted by the police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (The following is a translation of a sup] 
mentary question put in Bengali) : — 

Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the police began to picket 
shop only since Mr. Panth became a member of the Mazdoor Kii 
Samity ? 

The Hofrble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
South Suburban Municipality. 

*330 to *332. Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD p Maulvi ABDl 
BARI and Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’l 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleas 
to state whether he is aware that — 

(t) the assessment of some of the wards of the South Suburb 
Municipality was made by person other than the assess 
appointed by the said municipality ; 

(it) the whole assessment has been declared illegal and ultra v* re 
and 

(Hi) the rate-payers of the said municipality sent a representation 1 
the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, regarding the pr eseI 
administration of the said municipality? 

* 

(4) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, what action, if aD ^ 
the Government propose to take in the matter? 
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The HotfMe Maulvi 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: (a) (i) The assess- 
ment of some of the wards was made by a person who was not 


appointed by the Commissioners at a meeting as required by section 
145 of the Bengal Municipal Act. 


(ii) Assessment in respect of four holdings only has been declared 
llegal. As regards assessment in respect of other holdings, the matter 
is sub judice in a representative suit before the Subordinate Judge. 


(Hi) Yes. 

(b) I propose to direct an enquiry to be made. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With reference to answer 
(a) (i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the assess- 
ment made by the person who was not appointed by the Commissioners 
at a meeting as required (by section 145 of the Bengal Municipal Act is 
illegal and ultra vires? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: That is a question 

of opinion. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the said municipality is still realising taxes 
based on that illegal assessment? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Not that I anr aware 

of'. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is it a fact that the assessment 
declared illegal was made in the presence of Mr. Biren Roy, the Chair- 
man of the municipality? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: I am not aware. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is it a fact that a representation 
^ been made to the Hon’ble Minister to the effect that the money 
ic eived from Motor Vehicles Tax has not been spent on the roads 
innarked for the purpose and that it is being spent on the other roads 
y the Chairman? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: A deputation Waited 
11 me and they did make a representation to that effect. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that t 
Subordinate Judge of 24-Parganas with respect to this assessment 1 
declared that the assessment of each of these two wards taken togetl 
constituted a complete assessment? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI : I have not go 
through the judgment. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minisl 
be pleased to tell us the approximate time when the proposed enqui 
may be finished? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am afraid I oann 
give any time-limit. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minist 
be pleased to tell us whether the proposed enquiry will be made by tl 
District Magistrate or by the departmental head ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have not yet decide 
as to who should hold the enquiry. 

Mr. ABbULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state where the present Municipal Board is wasting* publii 
monef on litigation? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: That is more iliai 

I can say. 


Bodhana Samity at Belghurria. 

*333. Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart* 
ment aware — 

(i) of the work that is being done, for the cause of the fee^ 6 * 

minded, by the Bodhana Samity; and 

(ii) that the Bodhana Samity has been running a Home for f ee ) 

minded children at Belghurria, which ha^ pupils coinmf 
from different parts of India, and following dip 1 ® 11 
religions, e.g., Hinduism, Muhammadanism, Christian 1 

o. 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(Y‘) what steps, if any, have been taken by the Department, to help 
this Samity in the work undertaken by it; and 

(it) if he will consider the desirability of making suitable grants 
to this Samity, so that the mental health of those children 
be improved, and the Samity may have better opportunity 
of tackling feeble-mindedness. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER A L I : (a) Government 

ire aware that the Bodhana Samity conducts a Home for feeble- 
ninded children at Belghurria. 

(b) So far as I am aware no application for help has been sub- 
nitted to Government by the Samity. If any such application is 
■eeeived, it will receive due consideration. 


Drinking water-supply in Mymensingh. 

*334. Mr. MONMOHAN DA3: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
iware — 

(?) that the people of the Mymensingh district are greatly in need 
of pure drinking water; 

(??) that in many rural areas great hardship was felt during the 
last long drought for want of drinking water; and 
(n?) that the people are still in need of pure drinking water t 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
necessary steps to sink tube wells in the affected area of the district ? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (o), (?) and 
(ii'i) Yes, as in many other districts. 

(?0 In case of drought there must have been great hardship, but 
Government have no official information on this point. 

W A statement is laid on the table showing the number of tube 
Wells, masonry wells, ring wells sunk and tanks excavated out of the 
district Fund, the Government grant (including allotment from the 
government of Indiats Eural Uplift Grant) in 1935-36 and 1936-37. 

Commissioner of the Dacca Division has reported that out of Gov- 
ernment grant for the first six months of 1937-38 it is proposed to sink 37 
tobe wells, 1 masonry well and 8 ferro-concrete wells in the district 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( b ) of starred question No. 334. 



Tube wells. 

Masonry wells. 

i 

Bing 

wells. 

Tanks. 

From 

District 

Fund. 

From 

Govern- 

ment. 

grant. 

From 

District 

Fund. 

From 

Govern- 

ment 

grant. 

From 

Govern- 

ment 

grant. 

From 

District 

Fund. 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 

300 

827 

55 

171 

136 

258 

2 

6 

3 

12 



Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister h 
pleased to state the allotment made for water-supply for the district o 
Mymensingh out of the Government grant for the year 1937-38? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI : Allotments are mad< 
to Divisional Commissioners and the Divisional Commissioner grants 
sums for specific projects; consequently I cannot say what allotmenl 
will fall to the lot of Mvmensingh. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state with reference to answer ( b ), who will select the site 

of the 37 tube-wells? 

<• 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I require notice. 
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Detenu Sj. Satindra Nath Sen. 

296. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Sj. Satindra Nath Sen has been 
suffering from various diseases for a long time? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what arrangement, if any, has been made 
for his treatment? 

( c ) Is it a fact that he has been transferred to a village in 
Birbhum district from the Presidency Jail? 

(d) Is it a fact that better treatment can be arranged in a villa# 6 
rather than in Calcutta? 
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( e ) If the answer to clause ( d ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the reason of his transfer from the 
Presidency Jail? 

(/) Will the Hobble Minister consider the desirability of releasing 
Sj. Satindra Nath Sen in view of the present state of health and his 
creed of non-violence? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (e) The hon’ble 

member’s attention is invited to the reply which I have given to the 
starred question asked by Mr. J. C. Gupta on the same subject. 

(/) 1 have not seen any indications whatsoever that the detenu is 
prepared to sever his connection with terrorism ; and he cannot be 
released so long as he continues to be a source of public danger. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the reasons why this detenu was transferred 
from the Presidency Jail to a village where he has been suffering for a 
long time from various diseases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely at that time 
the medical officer did not think it necessary for him to remain in the 
Presidency Jail for treatment. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Surgeon-Superintendent of the Calcutta Medical Hospital 
came to the decision ‘ that he should be detained in Calcutta for 
treatment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that; 
if it is so I will look into it again. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any questions were ever put to this detenu by 
Government regarding his alleged connection with terrorism ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know anything 
about any specific question, but he has been interviewed from time to 
time like all other detenus. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any charges were framed against him and, if so, if a 
°°Py of the charges was handed over to him at any time? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe a copy of tM 
charge must have been given to him when he was arrested under 
^ e Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E^ Will the Hobble Minister 
pleased to state whether in the case of every person detained under t 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act a copy of the charges is hand 
over to the prisoner? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUDDIN: I believe so. I may & 

and there should be no misunderstanding on this point that acoordii 
to the provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, a oo] 
of the charge or statement of the case whatever you may call it 
given to the detenu. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1 
pleased to state that in the case of State prisoners and detenus und 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, for the last two year 
charges have not been framed against many persons and copies - 
charges have not been made over to them? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am nwai 
I do not think it is correct. I do not know about Regulation I] 
prisoners. 


Formation of a fishermen’s co-operative society at Chandpur, Tipper; 

297. Mr^ DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hoi b] 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state that if it is a fact that, a fishermen’ 
co-operative society, viz., Bangiya Matsajibi Samabaya Samity, wa 
formed at Chandpur in the district of Tippera in the year .1935 an 
bye-laws of the Samity were framed on the basis of model bye-la^ s c 
the fishermen’s co-operative society with limited liabilities framed b 
the Government of Bengal in the Co-operative Department? 

( b ) Are the Government aware that the bye-laws were duly scruti 
nised and approved of by the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society 

( c ) If the answer to clauses (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, is th 
Government aware that the above society, viz., Bangiya Matsajil 
Samabaya Samity, applied for its registration from the Co-operativ 
Department ? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the affirmative, will the Govern 
ment be pleased to state whether the registration has been allowed? 

( e ) If the answer to clause (. d ) is in the negative, will the Govern 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for not registering it so long? 

u 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: (a) No. Th ‘ 

bye-laws were not in conformity to the model bye-laws. 
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(b) Thfc bye-laws proposed were received through the Bengal Co- 
operative Organisation Society: it is not known whether that society 
scrutinised them. 

(c) Yes, in July, 1935. 

(d) No. 

(e) The bye-laws were not in order. The society included a large 
number of middlemen not being fishermen by caste or profession which 
was against co-operative principles. The area of operation of the 
society was not defined and it overlapped the area of operation of a large 
number of bona fide fishermen societies including one at Ohandpur 
which is- functioning satisfactorily. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer 
does the Hon’ble Minister deny that the by-laws have been framed by 
the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am not 

aware of that. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that thousands 
of Muhammadan fishermen of Chandpur have been excluded from join- 
ing this Fishermen Samity? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULUCK: That is my 
information. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the main 
object of this samity is to deprive the Muhammadan fishermen of the 
right to fish in the Meghna and to create a right for the Hindu 
fishermen ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULUCK: All that I 
wiu say is that a representation had been made to Government in this 
effect. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Hindu 
fisherman is carrying on a propaganda in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I 

aware of that. 


am uui 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer 
that the by-laws were not in order, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleat 
to state whether that fact was communicated to the samity when 
applied for registration to the Co-operative Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am : 

aware of this; I believe that was done. 

Mr, SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to st 
what steps have been taken by the Hon’ble Minister on the represen 
tion made by the Muhammadan fishermen of Chandpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: T beli< 

these representations were sent to the department for enquiry. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer 
in which it is stated that the area of the operation of the society m 
not defined and it overlapped the area of operation of a large number 
bona fide fishermen societies, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
state how it can he said to overlap the area of existing societies wl 
the operation of the new society has not been defined ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I k 

answered this question fully and I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. NABZNDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state whether the members of a particular samity are bou 
to take in anyone and everyone who wishes to come in as members? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It depen 
on the members of the samity. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state what other samities are functioning at Chandpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must w 
for notice. 


Number of Debt Settlement Boards in the district of Mymensingh* 

298. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’b 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedn® 
pepartment be pleased to state — 

(*) the number of Debt Settlement Boards established in ^ 
district of Mymensingh; 
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(ii) the number of applications submitted therein; 

(iii) the Uumber of applications disposed of; and 

(iv) awards given thereto up till the 30th June, 1937? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Debt Settlement Boards are Ending it diffi- 
cult to dispose of the applications for want of any special power? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating to give power to the 
Debt Settlement Boards under section 7 of the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act to facilitate disposal of the applications by the Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; (a) (i) 449 

(including 13 Special Boards). 

(ii) to (iv) The information desired by the hon’ble member is not 
available and cannot be obtained without an undue expenditure of time, 
labour and money which Government regret they are unable to 
undertake. 

( b ) I have no information. 

(c) As and when local authorities desire and recommend. There 
are 13 Special Boards in the district empowered with all special powers 
except under section 22. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any board in the district Mymensingh has been 
invested with the powers under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
f ’oi' notice. 


Excise licences. 

299. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(0 what are the qualifications required for holding a licence of 
excise shop; 

{U) how many new excise shops of all descriptions have been 
opened in Bengal since 1932 ; 

(lit) how many of these licensees are — 

(a) Hindus, and 

(b) Muhammadans; 

(iv) how many of these licensees are graduates ; and 

h) how many of the Hindu licensees belong to the scheduled 
castes? 
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MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE BEPARTMEN1 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (i) No specific qualification! 
are laid down, but in granting new licences preference is given U 
educated men of the Bengali middle class. 

(ii) 161 in all; 139 under the fixed-fee system and 22 under th< 
auction system. 

(Hi) of the 139 shops under the fixed-fee system which were open t( 
settlement by selection, 98 were given to Hindus, 35 to Muhammadam 
and the remaining 6 to other communities. 

(iv) 9. 

(v) 30. „ 

Muslim officers as Subdivisions! Officer and Additional District 
Magistrate of 24-Parganas. 

300. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
* in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to state 
the names of Muslim officers (with periods of stay) who held charge of 
the office of the Sadar Subdivision] Officer and the Additional District 
Magistrate in the district of 24-Parganas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government 
have ever considered the representation of the 24-Parganas’ Muslim 
Association which the Government received from time to time and once 
acknowledged by Mr. Shattock’s letter No. 73A. — D. (Appointment 
Department) on 21st April, 1934? 

The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMMDDIN: (a) As no time-limit is 
indicated, the records of the last thirty years have b?en examined and 
the information given below covers this period. 

Nawabzada Saiyid Ali Ashraf, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector, held charge of the post of the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, 
24-Parganas, from July, 1917, to March, 1918. 

No Muhammadan officer has held appointment as Additional District 
Magistrate, 24-Parganas, during the period. * 

(b) Yes. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department consider the desirability of acced- 
ing to the legitimate demand formulated in the representation of tb e 
24-Parganas Muslim Association? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Government * 
keep in mind the representation that has been made. 


nil 
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* Audit fees of co-operative societies. 

301. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state the total amount of audit 
fees received from co-operative societies last year? 

(6) Are audit fees received from sources other than co-operative 
societies ? 

(c) What is the total proportion of Hindu and Mussalman mem- 
bers in the different co-operative societies ? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate fixing the proportion of 
appointments of auditors according to the amount of audit fees con- 
tributed by the members of different communities ? 

The HOft’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) 

R s . 66, 758-12-5. 

(b) No. 

(c) The information is not leadily available. It will take much 
time and labour and I regret this cannot be done. 

(d) No; payment of audit fees is not the only consideration. 


North Bengal Sugar Mill at Copalpur (Rajshahi). 

302. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment aware that the North Bengal Sugar Mill at Gopalpur in the district 
of Rajshahi having no proper sanitary method of discharging its effluent, 
is causing grievous injuries to the public health of the locality ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action he is proposing to take in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Yes. Copies of 
reports of inspection by the Assistant Director of Public Health, Raj- 
shahi Circle, and the District Health Officer, Rajshahi, on the 22nd 
March, 1935, and by the Inspector of Septic Tank Installation, Public 
Yealth Department, on the 6th November, 1936, are laid on the 
library table. 

(b) The sanitary condition of the mill and its surroundings will be 
l gain inspected by the officers of the Public Health Department during 
be next working season, and such steps will be taken as may be found 
0 he necessary. 



2182 SHORT-WTICE .QUESTION. [29th 8wt. 

short-Aotice question. 

Corporation employment of detenus. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Is the Hobble Minister in charge oJ 
the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government aware— 

(i) of the decision of the Calcutta Corporation arrived at on th( 

22nd September giving preference to the released detenus in 
the matter of employment; 

(ii) that there is a widespread demand from the members of the 

Muslim community for their adequate representation in the 
services of the Corporation; 

(Hi) that the Corporation has ignored the claims of the Muslims in 
the service^; and 

(iv) that the appointment of detenus in preference to other qualified 
candidates will further reduce the proportion of Moslem 
t employees ? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
considering the desirability of taking such steps as the Government 
think necessary — 

(1) prevent the appointment in the clerical services solely on Ike 

consideration of the political views of the candidates, and 

(2) makar provision for the adequate representation of Moslems in 

the services of the various local bodies under the Local Self- 
Government Department? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI. (fl) (|) Government 
have no official information. 

(ii) Government are aware that there is a demand of the nature 
mentioned by the hon’ble member. 

(Hi) and (iv) There are matters of opinion. 

(b) As the law stands at present, Government have no hand in these 
matters. t 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN! Now that the Government are aware of the 
demands of the Moslems, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what "steps Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: There appears to be 
a. general demand or desire for a complete overhauling of the administra* 
tation of the Calcutta Corporation irrespective of community or party , 
and the whole question is now under the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA B08E. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to s,tate whether he is aware that Government themselves have 
declared more than once their anxiety of providing employment for 
released detenus P 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : As far as I am aware, 

the Hon’ble the Home Minister expressed a desire in this House that 
provision should be made for released detenus as far as practicable. 

Mr> 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that Government have themselves 
started industrial centres and* agricultural farms for equipping detenus 
for employment either ia industries or in agriculture? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I understand that 
centres have been established for the training of detenus, but that 
matter does not belong to my department and I cannot give any definite 
information. „ * * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that since 1924 the percentage of 
Moslems in the .Corporation service has substantially increased? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I am # not aware of 
the percentage of Moslem employees in the Calcutta Corporation either 
before or after 1924* ' 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN!: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the undertaking given by Government regarding the 
employment of detenus has anything to do with the percentage of 
Moslem employees in the Calcutta Corporation which altogether is a 
different matter. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I am afraid that it 
18 a question of opinion. • 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether if the detenus be always given preference in the matter 
of appointments, the Moslems will in future have no chance of getting 
an y appointments in the Calcutta Corporation? 

• 

The Hon’ble Maulvi EYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already 
replied that it is a matter of opinion. 
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Mr. K. "NOODVDlllMli Will the Hon'ble^ihister be helmed tc 
state whether he is awt& jth$4 this is a move on the part of the majority 
party in the Corporation to keep Moslems out of their legitimate ’share 
of the appointments? ^ 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That may be the 

opinion of the honourable member who has* put that question. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the cases of Moslems are systematically 
neglected and that premium is paid to detenus in the matter of service ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am sorry to say 
*that these are the opinions of individual members who have put these 
questions. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
^pleased to state whether lie is aware that the last M Congress Mayors, 
«jthe,late Mr. C. li. Das, the late Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Mr. Subanli 
Chandra Bose had repeatedly and unequivocably declared that the 
percentage of Moslem employees should jpcrease appreciably? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Unfortunately I 
am in the habit of reading newspapers in^ which these matters may 
have appeared. So far*as I am concern^ I have ktto information. 

i.> ' 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble" Minister he 
pleased to state whether he is aware that although the late Mr. C. It. 
Das, the late Mr. J . M. Sen Gupta and .Mr, Subash Chandra Bose 
had declared that the Mosleiji represent^#©*! *woUld be increased in 
the service of the Corporation, the declaration nevet meted upon? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: There is a persistent 
complaint to that effect and that is the opinion of many a Moslem 
member of this House. 

* 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: In view of the fact that Government 
are anxiouk to provide detenus with appointments, *do the Corpora- 
tion propose to give these detenus preference oner other qualified 
candidates ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: So far as I have 
been able to gather, not from any official^ source but from outside 
infoimation, the Calcutta Corporation^iave not decided to give P re ' < 
ference to detenus as such, irrespective of qualification. 
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Mr. Mt A. H.iSPAHANI: Will the HoiAle Minister be pleased 
& State' whether Government contemplate aay' further changes in the 

liif 4 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already 
replied that the whole question is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. 4IARAT GHANDRA BOSE: May I have your permission to 
chaw attention to just one matter? You may have noticed that 
TJnstarred Question No. 293 was taken up at 2 minutes passed 3 and 
that the answer refers to a copy of the Press note which is Baid to 
have been 'laid on the (Library table. Before coming to this Chamber 
I was delayed for 5 minutes to find out the Press note in the Library. 
The note was not there. I went again for the -second time after the 
supplementary questions were asked and asked The clerk, where the 
Press note was. His answer was, it has been taken by Dr. Sanyal, 
but Dr. Sanyal said, “I have not taken it.” I went back for the 
third time and asked the clerk and be said that it was taken away by 
the office, or by one of the officers here. If this state of things 
continue, I do not know hoW it is possible for us to put supplementary 
questions. I hope you will allow this question to be put on the paper 
again to-nlorrow*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The W is that this was on the Library, table 
on the 28th September and ft was on ihe Library table tb-day. It was 
not known fo the Librarian that this question was not answered 
yesterday. All those papers of yesterday were taken out for placing 
other papers which will ,be necessary to-day. In future I will see 
that papers relating jtjj $uj iquestion left over are kept on the Library 
able on the mext -day ajso. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of personal 
explanation? Yesterday in connection with Starred Question No. 309 
considerable heat was generated over the placing of the supposed 
prospectus on the Library table. It was asserted by the Hon ble the 
Home Minister that he* was positive on the prospectus having been 
placed there, and I was equally positive that it was not You we*e 
pleased later on to produce something and you were pleased to hold 
that the prospectus was laid on the Library table. I ha\e now got 
sn official copy of the prospectus from the company concerned, an 
have also got before me that typed office note which you referred to 
a prospectus. I have also before me the Indian Companies Law 
Section (2) of section -14 of which defines the prospectus and 
action 93 of which deals with the specific requirements as to the 






,r 


{ 29 % ® 


particulars of a ^prospectus, \ mere printed dhpet witjh a printed 
letter or word prospectus above it .does not mean those feheets to be a 
prospectus, If you are convinced , that the printed note, that was* laid 
was not a prospectus, you will kindly take the necessary action. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kipdly hand over the papers to Sec- 
retary for my examination? ('The papers were handed over to 
Secretary.) 


GOVERNMENT BILL. . 

tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

. \ *' \ * 

Clause 19. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I would respectfully submit 
. before the House that the proposed amendment of the Hon’ble the 
Revenue Minister of the 29th September,- 1937, is not in order .in 
some portions. You will find the - words within brackets, viz., 
including section 52 and in the margin the words, viz., suspension of 
provisions relating to enhancement of rent. My submission is that 
section .52 of the Act is not a section relating to enhancement. You 
will find that it comes under (Chapter VIII of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which is headed as general provisions as to rent. The question 
of enhancement has been dealt with in sections 7, 13 and other 
sections. But after Chapter YII there is no section "relating to 
enhancement of rent. This section 52 has been defined by the highest 
judicial authority as a section not for enhancement but for alteration 
of rent and area. You will also find that with respect to section 52, 
it has been margiually noted as^ alteration of rent instead of alteration 
of area. I would refer you to item No. 5 of the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, empowering Ooverirfnen# to suspend any or all of the 
provisions of the Act relating" to enhancement of rent. So the 
question of section 52 does not fall withiji the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons. With regard to the previous amendments notified by 
the Hon’ble Minister, the questiom.of section 52 was distinctly kept 
outside the purview of clause 19. 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I just want to 
point out that in the Bill clause section 52* is mentioned and that is 
why I venture to think that it is within "the scope of my Bill. 



y, ‘ - . • 

Rai HlilHBM HATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order^Sir, 
In that cafe* a reference was necessary, beoause of the fact that one 
can misunderstand that by enhancement section 52 was included. It' 
was just to -avoid that misunderstanding that section 52 was mentioned, 
but here section 52 has been mentioned as a section which deals with 
enhancement. 


Maulvi ABDU4. BARI: We are considering the Government 
amendment to the Bill clause and in the Bill clause there is a reference 
to section 52 as “except section 52” and this amendment says 
“(including section 52)”. Therefore I submit that it is perfectly in 

order. 


t Mr. 8PEAKE.R: As a matter of fact, that- is: one of the points 
which I had to consider yesterday in view of certain statements made 
by certain membeis. As I said at the very beginning, the scope of a 
Bill is to be determined not merely by the preamble and the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, but also by the citations and provisions 
in the Bill. In view of the fact that Government in their amendment 
have persistently made, it clear that’ they want to bring in section 52, 
I have to consider whether I am justified in ruling section 52 out of 
order When I find th#t the heading in the. Bill clause is “enhance- 
ment or reduction of rent” and that they want to exclude seel ion 52, 
I take it that Government insist that by enhancement * 01 ' reduction 
section 52 does come in. Whether the language is happy or not is 
more than what I can say, but the fact that under a general heading 
they wanted -to exclude section 52 shows that the intention of Govern- 
ment — at least so they thought — is that section 52 does come within 
enhancement or reduction, but whether it does actually come or not 
is a matter about which I have nothing to say. If there was any 
doubt, that point has been further cleared by the amendment which 
Government have proposed, viz., the inclusion of section 52 within the 
aperation of this clause. Taking 1 the‘cumulative effect of all these 
things into consideration, I Sold tha^ th^ inclusion of section 52 is 
111 0I der so far as this amendment is concerned. ' 

V # 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: On a point of order, 
^ should invite yOur attention to rule 44 (2), viz., that an amend- 
ment may not be moved which has merely the effect of a negative 
v °te. If y 011 re f er this clause, I think section 52 should be 
^eluded, but I find that it has been included in the amendment. S# 
1 & b a negative effect and my submission is that rule 44 (2) should 
a Pply. - 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I wish you had followed the debate from the very 
beginning and if you had done so, you yourself would have given 
notice of an amendment of this negative character. It has been the 
practice all along to treat this as not having the effect of a negative 
character. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: My friend Haulvi Abdul 
Bari pointed out that the inclusion of section 52 was necessary. If 
we include section 52, it does not make it clear that other provisions 
have been included. I simply point out this difficulty. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: With reference to sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of the amendment proposed by the Hon’ble Minister, my 
submission is that part of the amendment is outside the scope of the 
Bill. My first ground for that is that this portion is not covered by 
the Preamble. The Preamble says that it is intended to amend the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, in the manner hereinafter appearing. 
The original clause 19 of the Bill 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your point is that decrees and orders are beyond 
the scope of the Bill. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR ROYl Yes, Sir, that is my 
point of order No. 1. 

My ground No. 2 is this that this portion of the amendment goes 

beyond the objects of the Bil\. I beg to refer, here, to the Statement 

of Objects and Reasons, ftexfc No. 5 : Empowering Government to 
suspend any or all of the provisions of the Act relating to the enhance- 
ment of rent. Here, too, there is no mention of any decree. That 
is my ground No. 2, Sir. 

My ground No. 3 is that this part of the amendment interferes 

with the jurisdiction of the High jCourt. I beg to refer in this 

connexion to section 223 of the Government of India Act, 1935, Civil 
Court Proceedings under the existing la#, Sir, cannot be interfered 
with. The present amendment ^ become* the law of the 

land must not interfere with a civil court decree obtained prior to 
the amendment becoming a law of the land. 

And my ground No. 4 is that this part of the amendment if ^ 
becomes law, will give rise to serious complications inasmuch aS 
decrees may be obtained and executed and enhancement realist 1inde 
the existing law before this amendment becomes law. 

These are my four grounds, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Bir Bijoy, I would like to hear you only on one 
>oint, vie., as to whether the Government of India Act, as framed, 
jives this House authority to pass a law nullifying a decree of the 
Eigh Court prior to the passing of the Amendment Act. There is 
10 doubt that, so far as this House is concerned, it can pass any law 
t likes. And whatever be the nature of the decision, all courts are 
jound to obey the law. But a question has been raised, and a 
pertinent corollary to that question is that supposing this Act is 
massed and comes into operation on the 1st of April, 1938, has this 
douse the power to nullify a decree passed prior to that date? I 
im now adjourning the House for the prayer interval for 15 minutes, 
md after that I will hear you on this point. The House is now 
idjourned for 15 minutes for prayer?. 1 

At this stage the House wa| /adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After adjournment . 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: I rise on a point of order, -Sir. I 
ind that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill has used the 
fvords “including section 52”, but originally it was “except section 52”. 
^ow, Sir, it is “including section 52”. We, on this side of the House, 
ire ignorant of- the matter, and, perhaps, the Hon’ble Minister will 
please tell us how he 4 Jan include section 52 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you were absent during* tlie first hour. 
That point has been disposed of. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SlNCH ROY: Sir, as regards 
die point raised by Kumar Shibshekhareswar Boy as to whether sub- 
jection (2) (a) of proposed new section 75 A is consistent with sec- 
ion 223 of the Government of India Act, my submission is that my 
proposal here is to suspend the decrees and not to make them void. 
This House has sufficient power to give retrospective effect to a law 
passed by this House. So, in that view of the matter, Sir, I venture 
to think that my amendment is in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHAR£SWAR ROY: But it becomes barred 
by limitation. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PftA$AD SINGH ROY: If it is 

suspended,, it is not barred. 

» 

R“i HARENDRA HATH GHAUDHURI: How you suspend 
e operations of the Indian Limitation Act? > r 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AO SIHCH ROY: If it i 6 

suspended by special legislation, I venture jfo |fiink. that it will no* 
militate against the provisions of the Indian limitation Act. 


/ 


Mr. SPEAKER: The only question which arises? in this *case is 
the question of admissibility. I think I have made it quite clear tc 
this House on two successive days what I would do & I am n °t verj 
certain whether any particular amendment is in order or not. This 
amendment is of such a complicated nature and has been brought uj 
at such a last stage that it is very difficult, for anybody to examine 
the entire matter, but I gave my decision the other day th^t in g 
matter where I feel that there is spme doubt, it is altogether inadvis 
able for me to rule it out! f*have decided to give the Houser the 
right of discussing any particular mafter and deciding it on its merit? 


as a whole, and it is for the House as well^as for the Government to 
take the legal responsibility for such amendments! In view of this 
ruling of mine, I hold that this amendment is ip order, but that I 
shall not be responsible for its legal effects, for it is more than what 
I can say they will be. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Sir, my humble sub- 
mission is that it is your prerogative to decide, and you must use your 
prerogative, and you cannot leave this matter to the decision of the 
House. 

o 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, I have used my right and I have decided 
that the amendment is in order, but what its legal consequences will 
be I do not know. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that for the proposed section 75 A the following section shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“75A. (1) All the provisions of this Act (including section 52 ) 

Suspension relating to enhancement ol rent ate hereby suspended for 
° f ns°reia a P er * oc * * en y ears effect from the date of the 

ting to en- commencement of the fiepgal tenancy (Amendment) Act, 

hancement 1937 , 
of rent. 

(2) (a) All decrees and orders enhancing rent passed under any 
of f the provisions of this Act on or after the twenty-seventi 
day of August, 1937, and before the date o>f the compaence- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment^ Act, 1937, 
hereby declared to be inoperative from the date of sue 
,decw|r»or order until the expiry of the t^a y^urt: V^ eTTe 
1 to k imb-section ( 1 ). 
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<0 Auj pur ioxt>if pfcpylding for enhancement of rent contained 
in any .Qpnjtratt.* entered into between a landlord and a 
tenant # d*ririg the period commencing the twenty-seventh 
day of August, 1937, and ending on the expiry ofdhe ten 
years deferred to in sub-section (1) is hereby declared to be 
inoperative during the period referred to in this clause.” 


Mr. 8PEAKER: We will take up the amendments to this motion 
*’ * - * 
low. -* 


Mr. tDHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
nib-section (1) of proposed section ' ,75 A f5f the 'word “ten” the word' 
‘twenty” be substituted. That* is all the provisions of this Act, in- 
duding section 52, relating to enhancement of rent are hereby proposed 
o be suspended for ^period of twenty years, with effect from the 
late of commencement of .the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you move the second one also? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Sir, I also beg to move 

[hat in sub-section (1) of proposed section 75A for the words “from 
the date of the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1937,” the words “from the 1st day of April, 1936” be 
substituted. 

» 

Further I beg to move the following amendments standing in my 
[lame : — 

That in sub-section (2) (a) of proposed section 75A for the words 
“27th day of August, 1937” the words “1st day of April, 1936” be 
substituted. 

That for sub-section (2) ( b ) of proposed section 75A the following 
be substituted, namely : — 

(h) Any enhancement of rent that has been made by contract 
entered ihto*between % landlord and a tenant between the 
1st day of April*. 1936, hpd the date of the commencement 
of th&Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1937, shall have 
no effect”. 


Maharaja 3A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, Of 
Muktagacha, Mymonsingh: Sir, when the deletion clauses will be 
token Nip? , 

. Mr- SPEAKER* T will take up the deletion closes after finish* 
all amendments. * ^ 
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.Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROYS Will it be in order 
SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, it will be in order. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to move th< 
following amendments standing in my name: — 

that in sub-section (7) of proposed section 75A foj* the word 
“from the date of the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend 
ment) Act, 1937” the words “with effect from 1st day of April, 1937’ 
be substituted ; 

that in sub-section (2) (a) of proposed section 75A for the Words 
“twenty-seventh day of August” the words “first day of April” h( 
substituted' ; 

* t 

that in s#b-section (2) (a) of proposed section 75A the words 
“until the expiry of ten years referred to in sub-section (7)” be 
omitted ; 

that in sub-section (2)(b) in proposed section 75A before the word 
“Contract” the words “Compromise or” be inserted. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 beg to move that in sub-section (7) of 
the proposed section 75A for the word's “date of the commencement 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1937” the words “27th 
day of August, 1937” be substituted. 

May I also move my amendment No. 15 P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not sure whether your amendment (No. 15) 
is in order, because “inoperative” is one thing and “void” is quite 
another thing. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I submit, Sir, that this amendment is in 
order, because this Legislature has -got power to declare the decision 
of a court void after it was passed pridr to the passing of this Act. 
Reference was made by my friend Kftmar Shib Shekhareswar Bov to 
section 223 of the Government of India Act. On reading section 223 
I find that there is no bar to the introduction of the word “void’ 10 
this amendment. All that section 223 says is: “Subject to the pro- 
visions of this Part of this -Act, to the provisions of any Order 
Council made under this or any other Act and to the provisions of any 
Act of the appropriate legislature enacted by virtue! of" powers con* 
ferred on that Legislature by this Act, the jurisdiction of, and * e 
law administe^dr in any existing High Court) a&4 the ®esp^ c ^* 
powers of the judges thereof in relation to the administration 0 
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justice in the court, including any power to make rules of court -and 
to regulate the sitting ^ of the court and of members thereof sitting 
alone or in division tourts, shall be the same as immediately before 
the commencement of Part III of this Act”. 

So I submit that provision has been made regarding the Act of 
this Legislature or of appropriate legislature and that the amendment 
which we want to insert would be very clear: under section 223 even 
jf decrees that might have been passed by the Hon’ble High Court 
will not come under the provision of this Act 


Mr. SPEAKER" My difficulties are how to improve the position 
by your argument. There is distinction between the word “void” 
and “inoperative”. 

Waulvi ABDUL BARI: If the word “inoperative” be allowed 
to remain in the Statute,. the result will be that it will be inoperative 
up to ten years and after that it will be operative; but if it be declared 
“void”, even if the decree is passed that will not be operative. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is why I say that it is outside the scope 
of this section. 


Mauivj* ABDUL BARI: The section says, Sir, that up till ten 
years it will remain suspended and after that it will be operative. If 
we read the amendment of the HonTile Revenue Minister, we find 
the following words: “All the provisions of this act relating to 
enhancement of rent are hereby suspended for a period of ten years 
with effect from the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1937”. Now, Sir, again if w-e read the original Act 
there also we find that his original intention w r as to make it “inopera- 
tive and also to make it “void”. The original section runs thus: 

Ihe provincial Government may by notification suspend w r ith effect 
from the 27th August, 1937, or from such later date whether before 
or after the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1937, in such area and for such period as may be specified in the 
notification any or all of the provisions of this Act, except section 5,2 
relating to either the enhancement or reduction of rent or both”. 
ere no period is specified 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot go to the amendment. Govern- 
me nt amendment; must be governed by the scope of the Bill. 

^Maulvi ABDUL BARI: In the Hon’ble Minister’s amendment to 
[if W ? that there I s no time-limit provided and the question 
suspension does not arise: therefore decree could be executed at 
in 5' time. ' 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Your intention * iinexpfrfcssed #iyuld have callei 
forth a decision from me in your favour but after you have declare 
jour intention, it has taken away all the support 4 that I had on m; 
legs, and I hold that your amendment (No. 15) is out of order, 
cannot allow the Legislature to function by the creation of a provi 
sion which will bring in incongruity and I must see that there is n< 
incongruity. In view of your arguments I feel, and I think you wil 
agree with* me, that my decision is sound which is that Governmen 
in this section intends to suspend the provision regarding enhance 
ment but cannot do away with the enhancement altogether. Can yoi 
in a provision for suspension of enhancement do away with enhance 
ment altogether? Suspension means suspension for a certain perioc 
— say five years or ten years — if a boy is suspended from the school, 
he is allowed to remain in the class but*if he is rusticated, he cannot 
do so. Your amendment is * ‘rusticating’ ’ the enhancement altogether 
and is bringing in a factor which is outside the scope of the Bill. 
Anything in the nature of taking away a provision for any period, so 
long as some period is fixed, it is within the scope of the Bill; but 
■otherwise it is outside the scope of the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: It might be suspended for an indefinite 
period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It must be for a definite period. It does not 
matter what 4hat period is. There must be some specific period. So 
jour amendment is out of order. 

Maulvi AHMED HOSSAIN: I beg to move that in sub-section 
{2) (a) of proposed section 75A after the word “Act” in line 2 the 
words and figures “including section 5,2” be inserted. 

In moving my amendment 1 may say that it is consequential. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY: I beg to move that in sub- 
®ection (2) (a) of proposed section 75A for the words “on or after 
the twenly-seventh day of August, 1937, ai*d before the date of the 
commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1937” the 
words “since the first day of April, 1930, save and except those which 
have in (he meantime executed” be substituted. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY: I beg to move 

«'Mr. SPEAKER: This is out of ordter. You are dohbg away with 
the time. If you had fixed a period, it wofild have j beeh' ift order. 
As it is, it is put f of order. - i ; * w 1 
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Mfi IJWANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: There were certain 
amendments left over yesterday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I will take them over now. 

Mr. NI8HITHANATH KUNDU: Sir, I have one amendment 
which I have not yet moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you had better move your amendment. 

Mr. NISHITHANATH KUNDU: I beg to move that after the 
word “enhancement” the words “Except section 52, relating to the 
enhancement of rent for increase in area” be inserted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As these are all substantial amendments to the 
Bill itself and as the second amendment has not been moved, I think 
none of these amendments arise. 


There is a motion for the deletion of the entire clause 11). Is the 
European group moving it? 


Mr. C. MILL,AR: les, Sir. I beg to move the amendment 
which stands in my name, that clause 19 be omitted. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do this with the intention of bringing to the 
notice of the House some of the implications of this proposal which it 
may not fully have thought out, not indeed in the hope of influencing 
the decision of the House, hut that the House may be fully aware of 
all that it proposes to do by this clause. I am reminded of old stories 
of the Greek Sea-god Proteus who had the gift of being able to change 
his form at will. Sir, as we have endeavoured' to wrestle with this 
clau.se, it has continuously and bewilderingly changed. In the 
beginning it. was, we understood, proposed that all enhancements and 
reductions of rent should be suspended until a commission to enquire 
mto the Permanent Settlement had reported. When the clause 
appeared originally in the Bill, it gave local Government power to 
suspend all enhancement^ of rent throughout the area to which the 
Tenancy Act applies, and 1 if need be for ever; and I make bold to say 
at once such a provision had passed into law, it would be extremely 
nil cult for any Government, and no Government would without 
dilation take upon itself the odium of renewing the provisions for 
enhancement of rent. In the next form in which it reached us it was 
even Inore definite, *and in the final form which we now have before 
U8 > all enhancements are to be stopped for a period of ‘ten yeajrs. ! M\ 
foi^ pnhanqements . are to be suspended; All decrees for 
n la ncement are to be suspended. Now, Sir, in alii these forme this 
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clause exhibits one peculiar feature, and we have already had some 
discussion on the point. Its effect is retrospective. Whether it be 
that that is within the power of this House, or not, does not it remain 
for us to consider whether, even if we have the power, it is a wise or 
a healthy thing to do to pass retrospective legislation of this nature; 
because the effect will be that contracts voluntarily made for good 
consideration between two private citizens of this country are 
arbitrarily interfered with by this House; and it will have the effect 
that decisions reached by a court of law after investigation of all the 
facts are again arbitrarily set aside by this House. Now, Sir, the 
persons concerned in these negotiations and in these suits are 
responsible people who have expended their money, who have taken 
nepessary steps to achieve the result which in one case was reached 
by open agreement, and in the other, was adjudged to be just by a 
couiifaf law; and we should think several times before we take away 
frorfHhe citizens of the country the right to enjoy the fruits of such 
agreements and such suits. 

Another feature, Sir, which this clause now exhibits is that section 
52, which provides for alteration of rent in cases of alteration of 
area, as, for example, if the land has been -wrongly measured, should 
be included. I know that there have been one or two cases, 
specially I believe in the neighbourhood 1 of Rangpur and in Dinajpur 
where tenants have for some time been in the fortunate -position of 
paying rent on the assumption that their land was smaller than in 
fact it is, and I really see very little justification, when that mistake 
is discovered, for perpetuating their good fortune in that respect. 
It is not fair on their neighbours who are paying a proper rent. I 
can see no justice in that proposal at all. 

However, Sir, there are other and wider aspects of this question 
on which I w 7 ould like briefly to touch. From the provincial point of 
view, and 1 will speak in very broad figures, there are some 50,000 
square miles of this province which are governed by the Permanent 
Settlement, and there are some 10,000 square miles in this province 
which come under temporary settlement and are in the hands of 
Government itself. Again in broad figures, the revenue which tins 
province receives from the permanently settled 1 area of 50,000 square 
miles is, very roughly speaking, tw r o crores*of rupees. The revenue 
which this province enjoys from the small 10,000 square miles which 
are not permanently settled is nearly one crore of rupees, and it 18 
true to say that the temporarily settled areas and areas under Gov- 
ernment provide the province with a very much larger revenue or 
the area* * IHt were not for the Permanent Settlement, 1 judging 
the basis of the present temporarily settled areas, our revenue woU ^ 
now be sufficient to finance all the schemes we all desire. It 
be sufficient to finance primary education, it would puffin* 1 ^ ^ 

finance the irrigation schemes. All the schemes that want 
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.is province are bound up with this question. In the last 20 years 
e rpvenufc which the Government received from the temporarily 
sttled areas has increased by 50 per cent., and that we propose to 
op. I very much doubt, Sir, whether any Government will ever 
ive the power to reimpose enhancement, and I think we should 
Link very very carefully before we deprive ourselves of the increase 

revenue we need for all these schemes which we all desire. If 
lings were otherwise, we would be in a better position than Madras. 

Now there is another aspect and that is from the point of view of 
ie tenants themselves. This Bill has in it a number of provisions 
kieh we can all understand are hardly appreciated by the land- 
irds. Enhancements of rent are by the Act already most carefully 
mtrolled. They can take place either by agreement or by suit; 
ley can take place once in 15 years and at the rate of two annas in 
ie rupee and, Sir, any one who has read the provisions relating to 
nhancement of rent must agree that they are thoroughly reasonable, 
'or example, one ground upon which enhancement can be allowed is 
hat the tenant has received from the landlord some benefit to his 
md to $hich he was not otherwise entitled and which is actually in 
peration. Let me just instance cases where protective work against 
ooding is required, or protective work against sea water, or some- 
liing of that kind, where the landlord can come in and improve his 
and. Having by this Bill already seriously undermined the rights 
if the landlords you are now taking away from them the last 
noentive for them to take an interest in the improvement of their 
and. That is a thing which we should think over carefully, because 
t is a thing that must affect the tenants. It is too much, I think, 
o hope that after this Bill the landlords will take that interest out 
>f pure philanthropy. Now to take another aspect— and this is per- 
laps even more serious. I doubt if the House would agree in this, 
but it is a consideration which I desire to place before the House 
from the point of view of the tenants in this province, whether this 
legislation is wise for this reason : that this is a province 

whose main characteristics may be said to be subsistence 

fanning, not on intensive nor advanced methods. We live 

in what is perhaps the richest alluvial land in the world, and 

Nature pours out a subsistence to the cultivators which in turn 
demands from them, in comparison with other agricultural countries, 
a comparatively small exaction in the form of effort and energy; and 
for long periods in the year the agriculturists can live a life which 
has many agreeable and not too strenuous features. Now, Sir, in 
every agricultural country the advancement of the peasantry has 
always come from the rising value of 'the land and the gradual 
e ihancement of tbe money rent from the peasantry, demanding frQjn 
^ ein as years went by a gradually increasing effort. It is a process 
^fdcli can bring this province many things, and in shutting out the 
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natural process of gradual increase, and gradual inhancement, and a 
gradually increasing money value, you are depriving your peasantry 
of tlie incentive which will make them work for more than a mere 
subsistence from the land. That, Sir, I make bold to say, is not a 
thing we in this House should do without very serious consideration. 

Sir, I should like it to be clear in these debates that our opposi- 
tion to the provisions of this Bill is not merely factions, merely an 
obstructive opposition. We are anxiously watching the progress of 
this Bill, anxiously watching the deliberations of this House, anxious 
to assist in every way we can; and I hope the House will believe 
that in putting these considerations forward for it to think over, we 
are endeavouring to help. 

We, Sir, who have come to this country, who have been able to 
leave the tensions of Calcutta behind and go out into the countryside, 
who have known its great rivers and variegated landscape, and 
have been able to find in the villages the courtesy and hospitality and 
gentleness of the people of this province unspoilt by evil forces, can- 
not sit quietly here and see her people injured by thoughtless legisla- 
tion. 


Maulvi ABUL HASHIM : Sir, with due respect to Mr. Curtis 
Millar’s knowledge and experience I beg to submit that he has mis- 
understood the whole thing. Times without number the Hon’lde 
Revenue Minister, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, said on the floor of 
this House that the present Bill is not meant to be an exhaustive amend- 
ment of the existing Bengal Tenancy Act Very shortly a Commission 
for enquiry into the land revenue system of Bengal is going to be 
formed and, will start working. The present Bill simply proposes to 
meet certain very urgent and important grievances as a make-shift 
arrangement till we get the report of the proposed Commission after a 
thorough enquiry. 


Now, Sir, with reference to this clause 19, Mr. Millar has made 
certain remarks. At the very outset he said that this amendment wil 
have' the effect of interfering with the decision of responsible courts o 
justice. In this connection, Sir, I would ‘submit that we do not 
question the decision of courts and we do not say that the respousi 
litigants who spend considerable amount of money in these law cour s 
are not just, hut a court of justice administers law according to t « 
existing law and their judgments are, to be considered in the lig 1 0 
existing law. All that thi^ amendment proposes to do is not to m ^ 
fere with the decision of the court or to question the justice o 
ofrurt but simply to alter the law on the basis of iSbich the 
he bound to administer justice. The existing provisions of t e 
appear to us to be very hard on the ten#pt% 
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My next jpoint is that Mr. if Millar thinks that section 52 has been 
just and proper, because it allows enhancement on the ground of 
improvement. I cannot agree with him when he says this. I wouljl 
further* submit that I not only believe that section 52 has a just cause 
behind it, but I also believe that every other clause for enhancement 
has equally just and proper cause behind it. We do not propose to 
suspend the operation of section 52 on the ground that there is no just 
cause for it but on the ground of hardship. We now feel that the 
tenantry of Bengal are not in a position to pay more and more. The 
proposed Commission will deal with the entire question. Pending the 
decision of that Commission, on the ground of hardship to the tenants, 
we proposed to stop the enhancement as a temporary measure. 

My next point is that Mr. Millar lias remarked that from the area 
not permanently settled the Government of Bengal gets a very con- 
siderable amount as revenue. I agree with him. He further says that 
if this enhancement is allowed to continue, Government is likely to get 
an increased revenue by 50 per cent. I, therefore, agree with him that 
if the Permanent Settlement is abolished, the Government of Bengal 
will receive sufficient revenue for meeting all our demands and it is 
only for this reason that the country has given its decided opinion on 
this question that it does not want Permanent Settlement. If this 
legislature had the power to do away with the Permanent Settlement, 
then I think the -first duty of this' Government would have been to 
introduce a Bill for doing away with the Permanent Settlement. But 
that cannot be done without much difficulty, and as many tilings will 
have to be considered to abolish the Permanent Settlement, we in the 
meantime propose only on the ground of hardship to suspend enhance- 
ment temporarily till the enquiry committee submits its report, and as 
soon as the report will be submitted, Government will bring in a new 
Bill as the Bengal Tenancy Act and it may be that the new Bill may be 
brought in the year 1939 or 1940. 

Now, the next point is that Mr. Millar says if the landlords be not 
allowed to enhance rent on the ground of improvement, the landlord 
^ill cease to take any interest whatsoever in improving the land. On 
a P^vious occasion I had already remarked that there was a time when 
the interests of the landlords and tenants were inseparable and the 
; r e ationship that existed between the landlord and the tenant was one 
o lather and children, but those days are gone and it is only owing to 
! e hiches and indifference of the landlords that we want to bring 
orwarQ a legislation like this. Now, Sir, circumstanced as we are 
cannot think that the landlords can think of anything else except 
q as much money as they can (Kumar Sin Shekharfswar Roy : 
uestion), from th^tfenants. In these days, I venture to say, it is^ 
e .^ r a landlord to award life pension to his English servants* 
on/ 6 f U8 e8 ^ a .^ e * 8 u n der the protection of the Court of Wards. It is 
y °r.this indifference that* the tenants cannot get any useful service 



from them and we, therefore, consider that the landlords have com 
pletely lost their social utility. It is for this reason that we want j 
iy*w order of things under which the tenants may be under the 3irec 
control of the Government themselves. 

The next point, Sir, is that it has been stated that a gradual $atance 
ment of rent and a gradual sqeezing of the tenants will give and irnpetu 
and an energy to the tenants to increase the output of the land. Sir, ii 
this connection I would venture to submit that I do not agree witl 
Mr. Millar when he says that the additional money from this gradua 
increase will go to the Government. If it goes to the Governmen 
Treasury, we would not grudge it and we would fully agree with tha 
policy. But circumstanced as we are we know that the result of the 
increase will be enjoyed by the parasites who have nothing but onh 
one idea and that is to enjoy life. If the tenant knows that the resull 
of his efforts will go to the Government and then come back to him in 
some other form he would exert himself to the utmost. But the difficulty 
is that the Government will get no [benefit and the people will get no 
benefit whatsoever from the effort but onljrfc certain set of intermediaries 
and agents who realise the rents and who are a set of idlers and parasites 
growing fat on the result of the labour of the tenants will be benefited. 
It is for this reason that the people do not see eye to eye with Mr. Millar; 
and it is for this reason also that we propose to support the provision 
in the Government Bill as it is now put before us. 

Sir, one word more and it is that it has been remarked 'by many of 
my friends that Government is ever changing its mind. In this con- 
nection I lbe£> to submit that I do not think “not changing” is always a 
good policy. (Hear, hear.) I think it is rather the duty of everyone 
to change himself as many times as he can consistently do so. A 
change from continuing in the wrong is a good change after all. 

Government might have decided something at the beginning tout 
after due consideration with the persons concerned if they are con- 
vinced that the decision ought to be changed, I think the rigid and 
proper course for Government is to change the policy. With these 
words, I support the Government clause. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: I support the amendment moved by 
my friend Mr. Nikunja Bihari Maiti for giving retrospective effect 
since the year 1930. In this connection I may tell my zemindar friends 
and their supporters that they need not be anxious for the deletion o 
this clause. The clause as stands will not affect their interest at a • 
It does not say that rent will be reduced. It only provides that h en( ^ 
forth no enhancement will be granted. The revenue paid by 
zamindars in this' province is only 2 crores and 15 lakhs but they co e 
«£rom the tenants Rs. 20 crores legally and another Rs. 10 cr ° r ^ 
illegally. In 1871 the rental was only 7 crores and within these 
It has been enhanced to 20 crores. So the zamindars are getting 111 
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than enottgh and justice demands that they should give relief to the 
tenants by reducing the rent. But there is no such provision in this 
Bill or in this clause. This clause is as much in favour of the zamindars 
as sections 67, 74 and 88 as amended are. The zamindars need not be 
afraidpover those amendments at all. What the tenants of this province 
demand now and which has become very prominent is the reduction of 
rent. Without reduction of rent the tenants cannot hold on. 99 ;9 per 
cent, of the tenants are heavily in debt and it is impossible for them 
to go on as they should. They have been suffering in various ways 
and if their sufferings are not mitigated, it is likely that within a few 
years the whole tenantry will be extinguished. So it is high time for 
the Legislatures to see that the poor tenantry are saved and their 
burden diminished. It is true that in comparison with England, 
France or Japan the rental of this province is not much, but the paying 
capacity of the tenants is practically nil.- They cannot pay their little 
amount of rent. If the paying capacity of the tenant is made to 
enhance, he will not grudge paying a larger amount as rental. In 
Regulation I of 1793, Artiele VII, paragraph 3, the zamindars were 
asked not to enhance rents in this way. That paragraph says: “To 
discharge the revenues at the stipulated period without delay or evasion 
and to conduct themselves with good faith and moderation towards 
their dependant taluqdars and raiyats are duties at all times indis- 
pensably required from the proprietors of land and a strict observance 
of these duties as now more than ever is incumbent upon them in return 
for the benefit which they will themselves derive from the orders now 
passed. The Governor General in Council, therefore, eapects that the 
proprietors of land will not only act in this manner towards their 
dependant taluqdars and the raiyats but also enjoin the strictest 
adherence, to the same principle on persons whom they may appoint to 
collect the rent for them.” Then Regulation Till of 1793, section 49 

says; “It is to be understood that persons of the nature described in 

section 18 who have held their lands at a fixed rent for more than 12 
years are not liable to be assessed with any increase either by the 
officers of Government or by the zamindars or other actual proprietors 
of land.” In spite of these instructions and expectations of the 
Governor General of the time who made the settlement permanent, the 
i z ' amin dars have been enhancing the rent indiscriminately. From 3 
| frores of that time it has now been enhanced to the legal limit of 20 

j crores and illegally to another about 10 crores. There is a persistent 

| ^ em and that the rent should be reduced to such an extent as would 
} appear to Ibe fair and equitable. During the last 30 years the rent has 
een increased to an abnormal extent, but if it had been what it was in 
| e year 1314 B.S., the year Survey-Settlement began, there would have 
I Pen a fair and erfuftable rent. If Government do not want to hood- 
| ^nk the tenants and defraud them, they should bring forth a Bill In 
^ next session in response to this demand of the people. The present 
1 !8 nothing. If this clause had not been enacted at all, there would 
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have (been little difficulty for the tenants. It will be of little ’benefit to 
the tenants, because it wants to stop the expected enhancement. Thai 
is not much, because the preceding period was not a very prospective 
one, so the zamindars at present will not be able to enhance much. 
Moreover, the section of the Bengal Tenancy Act which deals with the 
enhancement of rent has limited the period to 15 years within which 
the zamindars will not be able to enhance the rent. A great deal has 
already been enhanced within last 15 years. So my zamindar friends 
need not be anxious over this matter but should readily support it. If 
they want to co-operate with the tenants, I think it is they who 
should suggest that the rental which has become too high should he 
reduced to a reasonable limit. This high rate of rent has not been of 
much benefit to the landlords. It has made them worthless and lias 
done immense harm to them. At one time they had been the glory of 
the country but now they are. looked down as parasites and idlers. It 
is for the benefit of the province the zamindari system should he 
abolished and there should be no intermediary to collect revenues. It 
is the duty of the Government to collect revenues and to see that the 
intermediary classes do not exist for this purpose as parasites, living 
on the labour of the people and injuring their cause. The various 
nation-building departments suffer for want of funds. There is no 
money for medical aid, there is no money for public health, there is no 
money for education and for the upliftment of the masses. If the 
permanent settlement is abolished, then Government will immediately 
get Rs. 20 crores minus 3 crores of revenue paid by the zamindars at 
present. If government spend this 17 crores for irrigation, public 
health, medical, education, etc., then the face of the country will he 
changed within a period of five years. The tenants will be saved from 
paying abivabs and their paying capacity will increase. There will he 
advancement in every sphere and the grievances of the people will he 
removed to a great extent. This can be easily done by Government to 
do good to the people. I hope this matter will be taken up seriously 
by all sections of the House and pressure will be brought to bear upon 
this i^willing Government so that they can be compelled to do tins 
within a^ew years, and before this Assembly is dissolved we can 
that this has become a settled fact. A large amount has been increased 
since 1930 and if realisation of' this increment is cancelled, the tenants 
will be highly benefited. With these woi*ds, Sir, I support the 
amendment. 


Mr. JM. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: My friend Mr. Curtis Mill" 
has- opined a' discussion on a serious problem before this House. I 
Hon’Ble the Revenue Minister has brought before this House a very 
insignificant and small amendment which will not even to & 
small extent alleviate the distress and the sufferings of the peasantry 
My friend Mr. Curtis Millar was labouring under a misapprehensio 
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[e thought that possibly the enhanced rent that is to be given by 
ie tenants will be used by this Government for the benefit of the 
;» nan try and also for the benefit of the people. The case of Bengal 
peasantry stands on an absolutely different footing. My friend 
[r. Gurtis Millar may well look up the records of the British rule 
} this country. Since the advent of the British rule, Bengal has 
iken a different turn. When the Britishers came to this country 
bey found that under the Moghal rule the Collectors used to collect 
ents from the tenantry and used to get a commission. For a few 
ears after the occupation of this province, the East India Company 
allowed the same rule. Everybody knows, Sir, that during the 
pgime of Warren Hastings, and zemindars like Dewan Ganga 
rovinda Singh and others what terrible sufferings and hardships the 
eople of Dinajpur, Bangpur, and especially of some districts in 
iorth Bengal, had to undergo in order that revenue might be collected, 
'he peasantry not only underwent terrible sufferings but they also 
,eie apprehended for non-payment of revenue. Thereafter, the East 
udia Company thought, possibly on “account of the reason that they 
he fact that they were foreigners, they thought that some sort of 
ranted a stable Government in this country and also on account of 
nterniediaries should be at their back. That was one of the reasons, 
iir, for bringing in the Permanent Settlement in this country. What, 
f ter all, is the hfktory of this Permanent Settlement? By Peimanent 
Settlement a hereditary system of landlords was established in this 
ountry, and these landlords had to pay a fixed rent and they were 
llowed full freedom to collect that rent by whatever means they 
wild. And what followed the use of such horror? These land- 
ords obtained the right to confine the poor peasantry for default 
md made many other illegal exactions in exercising their so-called 
J gilts. And the consequence of this was that riots broke out in the 
ndigo plantations. There were other riots also on account of oppres- 
lul] * As a result of this, some sort of legislation was brought in by 
diich the then Government tried to alleviate the distress off* 4 he 
enantry. The legislation of 1865 and other legislation which gave 
,ome relief to the peasantry were the outcome of the agrarian dis- 
content that prevailed in Pabna, Nadia, and other districts. And 
Because the zemindars had a full and free-hand in the realiza- 


lon rents. They not only rack-rented the peasantry, but also 
^flitted all sorts of hardships and they collected the revenue in 
[ a * ever way they could. And the result has been that at present 
re find that the landlords pay only 2 crores and 80 lakhs as revenfie 
. , °' e nnnent, so that Government has not become even one inch 
c 61 by the collection of the rents realized by the zamindars to the 
en of 20 crores a year, apart from abwahs and other illegal exac- # 
1 ns come to about 5 to 6 crores per annum. 
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Now, Sir, if you would simply analyse these figures, ypu w 
find that the rents that the peasantry of Bengal pay are about t 
times more than what they used to pay at the time when the Blitislu 
came to this country. My friend Mr. Curtis Millar thought that 
years’ suspension of enhancement was too much and unjust, but 
submit that it is nothing — it is a mere drop. The Hon’ble the lteven 
Minister has proposed in his amendment that the suspension shou 
be for only ten years only as a sop. I submit, Sir, that the Beno- 
peasantry do not want any suspension of rent, however long the peii ( 
may be : they want an abatement and reduction of 50 per cent, of ien 
This Bill is not giving any direct relief to the peasantry. It is nierel 
a stop-gap piece of legislation. By a mere stop-gap the Govern nmi 
say that for ten years there will be no more any enhancement c 
rent. Therefore, Sir, I say that Mr. Curtis Millar was possibl 
thinking that this suspension of enhancement would not only p U 
Government in an embarrassing position but would also put th 
peasantry into a very difficult position, because, possibly, the landlord 
of Bengal, by some means or other, either by direct method or by ai 
indirect method, will be led into refusing to give any sort or kim 
or help or assistance in times of flood and distress. 

Now, Sir, possibly by tomorrow this session will come to a close 
We have discussed this Bengal Tenancy Bill, and we are going 
pass this amending Bill. My "friend Mr. Curtis Millar sureh 
realizes what we have done here for the tenantry of Bengal. We have 
abolished t^he landlord’s fee and we have given relief to them in some 
other directions. But, Sir, we have not been able to fix a price for 
jute or been able to abate the rent or to reduce the rent. The amend- 
ment to the clause that was brought in by way of reduction was 
withdrawn. There was, Sir, another amendment which you ruled 
out of order — repealing this suspension clause altogether, to the effect 
that there would be no time-limit, ten years or twenty years. I find 
one other amendment to the effect that in place of ten years it should 
be twenty years. It might be something, Sir, but even then that i< 
nothing. We want that this enhancement should go out of ^ 
Statute-book altogether. The question of enhancement should never 
arise and it should go out for ever. If qf any time the tenants of 
Bengal can rise in a body and bring about an end of this inequitous 
^Permanent Settlement, which is sitting as a nightmare over their 
chests, and through which the landlords of this province, without 
doing anything are collecting about? 20 crores, without doing any r° 
to the tenantry of Bengal, without doing good to anybody excepting 
creating a class of people which has always been sitting idle aD 
c ,doing nothing, then only can the tenantry of Bengal hope to 
something really good. There have been some landlords who 
done something ip the past for their tenants, but in the wbirlpc 




GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1937 . 1 * 

the present-day civilisation their absence from their country residences 
'and periodical excursions to England and other places have not only 
1 put them’ in a position which has become intolerable to the tenantry 
of Bengal, but have become a positive nuisance to the peasantry of 
Bengal. Therefore, .Sir, # the sooner this system of zamindary goes., 
the better for all concerned in Bengal. I quite realise that Mr. Curtis 
Millar thinks that enhancement of rent is desirable. But I would 
invite him to go to the Bengal villages, see the poor villagers steeped 
in ignorance and steeped in superstition, involved in debts, without 
having any cloth to put on their own body or on the body of their 
children, who even in sickness, even in malaria, cannot get enough 
quinine, as Government cannot supply enough quantities of quinine free 
1 1-1 hen and then only will Mr. Curtis Millar realise how impossible it 
is for the poor tenants of Bengal to ever pay any enhancement of rent. 
I say, therefore, and I say with a full sense of responsibility that if 
Government want money the sooner they take courage in both hands 
and do away with this evil of Permanent Settlement, the better for 
Bengal' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please do not forget that it is not the third 
reading of the Bill and your speech very much resembles such a speech. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, Mr. Curtis Millar has 
I really thrown open the whole thing for discussion, becaust when he 
was discussing the suspension of rent he discussed many things from 
! I he goodness of the peasantry of Bengal to their poverty, etc. As you 
; allowed Mr. Curtis Millar to do so, Sir, I can only expect that you 
will do likewise in my case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you are going into the matter at great 
length. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: All right, Sir, I will not go 
fui tiler into the general matters. I say that this suspension of 
enhancement of rent wilf not really do much good to the people, 
although no doubt it will do some good and give relief to a very small 
extent. I believe that Mr. Curtis Millar did not say anything in a 
^ala fide mood. I say he has said everything in a hona fide spirit 
, u f I must say that he was absolutely labouring under a misappreben- 
r 10n - Therefore the sooner this misapprehension is dispelled f rotfi his 
r nd better for all ‘concerned. I hope. Sir, in future he will 
!f Ve UR the fullest benefit of his advice as to how the poor tenancy of 

may be relieved ?of their troubles to a great extent, in other 
anous ways. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I might say that I propose to adjourn the Hon 
at 6-6 p.m. After that I will ask Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta 
apeak very briefly and then the Hon’Jde Sir Bijoy to reply. 

\ 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITYs 0* a point of informal 
Sir. So far speeches have been made on amendment No. 1 which 
for omission of the whole clause. Is that the case and is that the on 
matter on which we can speak? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, the debate is open to all the amendment'; 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: In that case will you not kind] 
allow other members to speak? 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir 
oppose this latest amendment of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minfrtei 
The monstrous inequity of the proposal is staggering to a degree. J 
is against all ethics of legislation and against all juristic sense. To 
want to legalise an act of lawlessness, an act which sets at defiain* 
century-old customs and usages of the land, which ruthlessly violate 
the established laws of the country and plays havoc with all \e>tet 
interests and proprietory rights of a large section of the people. Sir 
this betrays nothing but a complex, a tyrannical insanity complex oi 
the part qf a majority intoxicated with the wine of unaccustomed 
power. To-day, they are playing ducks and drakes which the time-old 
sacred rights of a particular minority community, and what guarantee 
is there that to-morrow, with the rising tide, the same itch continuing- 
similar pranks would not be played on the religious usages and 
customs held equally sacrosanct by another minority community? 
(Cries of “No fear, No fear,, from the Coalition group). Sir, from 
time immemorial, from the days of Manu, down through the periods 
of Hindu Kings and Mogul rule and the British. Raj, rent of kud 


has been liable to be assessed according to the periodical valuation 
of its yield. In every proprietory soil, wherever the land is 
rent-free or at fixed rates, it has been so q,s the result of negotiations 
between the interested parties. If the landholders of Bengal haw a 
permanent settlement of revenue, it is because the sovereign P 0 ^’ 
deliberately and in its own interest, entered into a contact with t e 
people. (Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas : Rather in your 
interest.) It certainly did not absolve the tenants fro 111 
periodically assessed for rent. We enjoy the right of the sover ^ e l 
state in this respect. I would ask the House to come to facts. > 
Report of the great Rent Commission (Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad- j 
have read it.) Have you read it? Then in that case you wou ^ ^ 
have betrayed your gross ignorance in this matter. The g rea * 


own 

being 
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Commission of 1880 recognised this right and the whole course of 
legislation from 1793 to 1928 has recognised this and under 1 certain 
restrictions has afforded every legal facility for putting this right into 
operation. Sir, if you are not satisfied with the existing laws for 
enhancement or reduction of rent, then change the law by all means 
but please do so On the lines of enquity and justice. But no Govern- 
ment with any sense of honesty or any claim on the loyalty of its 
subjects is entitled to get demented and in a fit of frenzy upset the 
existing order of things. You cannot call yourself a Government 
established by law, if you be entitled in the face of the established 
law of the country to declare by a stroke of the pen all lands to be 
not liable to assessment but only to reduction— what a joke of it,— 
and without even caring to enter into the fairness or otherwise of the 
prevailing rates of rent or into its economic effect on the people 
affected. And we are yet to see whether sub-section 299 ( 2 ) of the 
Government of India Act will not be a bar to such an enactment by 
the Legislature. 

Sir, if you go through the existing provisions of law on the subject 
of enhancement of rent, you will be convinced that if is impossible 
for any body to claim an unfair rent from the tenant. Sir, my regret 
is all the more that a government, worth the name of a government, 
could have brought a Bill for amending an existing Act without 
studying the Act itself 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Supported *>y all sections 
of die House including the Congress. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: No, supported by the 
majority section — Majority must rule. 

By this amendment it has betrayed an unwarranted distrust of the 
judiciary of the land, for in section 35 of the present Act, the courts 
have been expressly prohibited from decreeing any enhancement which 
might be under the circumstances of the case unfair or inequitable 
notwithstanding anything in sections 30 to 34 of the Act. Such 
being the case what wa# the necessity for this suspension of the civil 
laws of the country? If the Government distrust the judiciary, let it 
abolish the judiciary altogether, have no fixed laws but have the 
country governed by ministerial decrees. (Jeering from the Coalition 
group.) 

Mr. SPEAKER} Kumar Saheb, you may continue your speech 
a ^or adjournment. I must adjourn the House for prayer. • 

J'he House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 
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After adjournment . 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: I would like to know 
what has happened m the land so soon after the transfer of the 
administration to Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq as head of the Ministry, tc 
justify the introduction of such monstrosity in legislation impelled 
by such epileptic suddenness. Has there been a peasant upheaval or 
wide-spread agragrain riots to unhinge the minds of the majority j n 
so pbsurd a fashion? I would ask Mr. Hashim — are the Bengal 
raiyats really groaning under the burden of rent or wallowing^ 
poverty for that : The Revenue Minister himself the other day proved 
from statistics to the satisfaction of the House that the aveiage 
rental in Bengal is less than one rupee per higha and in spite of what 
Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas said the average income from the yield is about 
Rs. 20 per high a. Sir, if we turn to Bihar, the average rent in Bihar 
is Rs. 2-8 per high a and in the United Provinces it is about Rs. (i per 
higha. It ought to he clear as daylight to all exeepl those who feign 
blindness that Bengal cultivators are the most lightly taxed of 
cultivators live in much greater affluence and comfort than their 
brethren elsewhere in India. If you want any tangible and easily 
available proof of this, go to the mills round about Calcutta or enquire 
at your nearest railway stations, how many coolies do you find there 
from among the the Bengal cultivator class. Sir, 

Mr. AFT4B ALI: On a point, of order, Sir. I object to the 
expression “coolies”. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Well, if my friend is 
satisfied, I Should say labourers (Laughter). 

Sii, as I have been saying, t lie cultivators of Bengal are much 
happier and contented than the cultivators in any other part of India. 
Sir, the agitation, the outcome of which is the present frenzied 
demand for the suspension of the civil law jn Bengal, is flagrantly 
artificial and mischievously engineered to serve selfish ends. Sir, the 
faked character of the got-up proja movement would be apparent from 
the fact that even the augunt presence of the galaxy of Ministers could 
not attract more than 2,500 people at the Bogra Proja Conference 
and that the last Proja Conference at Gaibandha consisted of only 
about a score of people. Sir the most pathetic tragedy is that a 
responsible ministry has been seized with mob mentality. It has no 
sense of responsibility, no sense of justice and no sense of equity* 
Like weather cocks it changes its course with <jvery gust of wind. 
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Chameleon like you change your colour. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy : What about you.) The Hon’ble Labour Minister 
passes a remark. I* have seen him change his colour many times — 
sometimes for “ayes” and sometimes for “noes”, sometimes congress- 
man, sometimes Government, and now a coalition. I must say w it is 
lushing headlong towards a crisis in Bengal which British interv^n-, 
lion alone can avert. Sir, all sense of equity and justice, decorum 
and decency seems to have disappeared from the face of Mother 
Bengal and in utter despair from the bottom of my heart 1 say — take, 
away autonomy from Bengal and give us back the old British rule. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the effect' 
of my amendments is this that I want to extend the period of 10 years 
mentioned in sub-section (1) of section 75A to the period of 20 years. 

I also want that any enhancement made after the 1st April 1930 shall 
|, jive no effect and the provision relating to enhancement shall be 
suspended not from the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy Amend- 
ment Act or from the 27th August 1937. There is an amendment of 
Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti which wants that the provision relating to 
enhancement should be suspended from the 1st April, 1930, and I want 
to accept that amendment. 

With respect ’to the extension of the period of 10 years to 20 years 
my reason is this. My idea is that there should he no enhancement at 
ill. That about the sum of three crores of rupees is paid # by zemindars 
to Government as revenue but it is an admitted fact that they realise 
from the tenantry about 20 crores of rupees, so there can be no question 
ot enhancement of rent; the question of reduction can arise. My 
intention is that the provision for enhancement should he suspended for- 
mer hut as that cannot be done I want to extend the period to 20 years, 
there is another reason why I want to extend the period. We all know 
that there is a revision#! settlement every 15 years in Government 
kha** mahals and temporarily-settled estates. There has been a recent 
revisional settlement in the district of Midnapore which was completed 
]]] 1936 and the enhancement was to take effect from the 1st April, 1937. 
lhe annual demand previous to the settlement was Its. 6,08,464-12. 
Aller the settlement enlftmcement has been made to the amount of 
34,576-11 and this enhancement was to take effect from the 1st 
April, 1937. The enhanced rent has not yet been realised. If the pro- 
Gsion is to take effect from the 1st April, 1930, the enhancement that 
^ as l jee a used will, as a matter of fact, come within the period. There 
18 ^ )S olutely no reason why the tenants in the district of Midnapore 
lln der the Khas Mahals should not enjoy the benefit that is going to be 
conferred by this section. That is not the case of Midnapore alone, 
u d is the case of other districts as well where settlement has been 
6 including the temporarily-settled estates. I hear in the district 
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of Rangpur, in the district of Jalpaiguri there has been revision settle 
ment recently and there has been enhancement. If the period of ] 
years remains Government will not be affected, As there will not b 
any reviskmal settlement in' the course of 10 years. It wilf affect tli 
private zemindars alone. I do not understand why there should be 
distinction made in favour of Government and I want that the perio 
^should be extended to 20 years. 

Then comes the question of retrospective effect. I want that th 
$j^fW»ion provision should take effect from the 1st April, 1930. Th. 
reason why I have chosen 1st April, 1930, is, as we all know, tlia 
from the year 1930, there has been economic depression; the price o 
the agricultural produce has fallen down, the price of paddy and tin 
price of jute has fallen down abnormally by about 75 per cent. A 
question has been raised that in any legislation retrospective effect 
should not be given but if you refer to clause 8 of the General Clause 
Act you will find that legislation can be given a retrospective effect, 
and as in this particular case there has been economic depression all 
over the world from the 1st April, 1930. I hope you will all agree 
that as a matter of course this provision for enhancement would be 
suspended from the 1st April, 1930. 


The next question is that if there has been an enhancement amicably 
by contract since 1st April, 1930, this enhancement should not have 
any effect. I know the tenants have yielded to the pressure of Hie 
zemindars and have been ready to enter into contract regarding enhance- 
ment of rent, gin many cases illegal enhancement, i.e., exceeding 2 annas 
per rupee. If there has been any enhancement since the 1st of April, 
justice demands that these enhancements should not be given effect 
to. Of course, it, is an admitted fact all over the world that those who 
do not labour should have no right to exist. The land-owning classes 
earn their livelihood not by any labour but they earn their livelihood 
from the unearned profit from the lands. Sir, socialism is progressing 
in the world and it is the only remedy for all evils. You have the 
picture before your eyes of a zemindar living in a palatial building and 
having delicious food and wearing rich garments where they spend 
their time in sleep and gossips, while side by side you have the picture 
of the tenants living in wretched huts having no clothes to cover their 
bodies and having sometimes half a meal S day. Look at the two 
pictures of the zemindar and the tenant. I submit, Sir, that these 
zemindaries should go and justice demands that they should go. This 
amendment is sought to be moved by the Government, I am quite sure, 
for giving relief to the tenantry. It has been proposed that enhance- 
ment of rent should remain suspended only for ten years and that any 
decree that would be passed since after the commencement of t e 
Tenancy Act or the 27th of August, 1937, shall remain suspended ° r 
10 years and any contract entered into shall remain suspended f° r ^ i 


years. I submit that this will not give any relief to tenantry. 
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demand is, and this is a pressing demand of the tenantry of Bengal, 
that there should not only be no question of enhancement but rent 
should be reduced further, at any rate, by 50 per cent. The Govern- 
ment statistics show that the yield per acre is Rs. 20 ancl the yield per 
bigha comes to Rs. 6 and odd; and if that be the yield, deducting the 
cost of cultivation and the cost of seeds and other things the yieH ppr 
bigha comes to less than Rs. 3 while the rent payable per bigha, in ray* 
district of Tippera in some cases, is Rs. 6 to T and even Rs. 8. That/ 
as a matter of fact, is the reason of the indebtedness of the- peasantry 
as they cannot manage to make their both ends meet. So, I submit, 
Sir, that this amendment should be accepted. If the Government 
really wants to give some relief to the tenants, we hope and trust that 
they will accept the amendment that has been moved by us. If, as a 
matter of fact, the members of the Coalition Group are the real 
benefactors of the poor, they must show by their actions that they are 
really so by giving their wholehearted support to the amendment that 
we have proposed. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I must, first 
of all, apologise for having changed the draft of my amendment rather 
too often but the exigencies of the situation necessitated that change— 
it was unavoidable so far I was concerned. 

The -justification for introducing clause 19 in the Rill is to put a 
stop to all enhancement of rent for a period of 10 years, so that in the 
meantime Government might appoint a Committee and might come to 
know from the report of that Committee what chants are necessary 
for bringing about a real improvement in the land tenure system and 
also in the economic condition of rural Bengal. That is the only 
justification for suspension of the enhancement of rent. 

Sir, there has been, if I may say so with due respect, too much 
loose argument on the ground of giving immediate relief to the tenants 
as if that is really the object of this amendment. The object of this 
amendment is to put a stop to all enhancements pending the report of 
this Enquiry Committee. (A voice: Will it take 10 years to reports) 

It will not take 10 years. I hope the report will be ready in the course 
of two years or so, and that within the life-time of this House if the 
present Government continues in office, we should be able to give effect 
to the recommendations of the Committee 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why any hesitation or diffidence 
as to this Government’s continuing in office? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I can tell . 
Dr. Sanyal that T always speak with some amount of diffidence. I do 
uot possess the self-confidence of Dr. Sanyal in every matter. 

Sir, the effect of the suspension of enhancement on Government 
revenue should be realised. I congratulate Mr. Millar on the excellent 
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speech, which he delivered on the subject. It has I am sure give* room 
for thought to members belonging to all sections of the House. What 
is the object of their suspension? Do we propose to extend Perma- 
nent Settlement all over Bengal or do we propose to do away with that 
4* settlement? J)oing away with the Permanent Settlement has been 
seriously suggest«|; : simultaneously with the proposal for suspension 
of all enhancements. Personally I am against the proposal. To those 
* who propose abolition of the Permanent Settlement I m&y say that 
•they really mean abolition of the Permanent Settlement at the top and 
an introduction of Permanent Settlement with jotdars and tenure- 
holders at the bottom. (Hear, hear.) The effect of the abolition on 
the financial position of Government, the financial position of the 
middle class population economic condition of the agriculturists and 
the financial position of the province as a whole should be fully realised 
before one should accept this proposal. 

Sir, in the Bengal Tenancy Act Government retain sufficient power 
to give relief to the tenants, if they want to do so, and if they consider 
it necessary in a particular area. Suspension of enhancement is not 
necessary for the purpose. But the real justification, as I have already 
pointed out for clause 19 is not to give immediate relief to the tenant 
but to prevent further enhancement pending the report of the Enquiry 
Committee. The incidence of rent is certainly very low in Bengal, in 
spite of all that may be said by my friends opposite. The incidence 
of rent is not more than one rupee per bigha or Rs. 3 per acre which 
is not more than one-tenth of the gross produce. So, I do not think 
that the rent is at all a heavy burden on the tenants and it is a very 
small factor of his indebtedness. Enhancement of rent is necessary, 
because rent must bear a proportion to the produce and generally the 
idea is that the rent should not be more than one-fifth of the produce; 
actually it is one-tenth of the gross produce. If the value of the 
agricultural produce increases, it is only fair that the landlord should 
be given a portion of that increase. 

Sir, Babu Rasik Lai Biswas has said that the landlord appropriate 
something like 20 crores legally and 8 crores illegally. I ^venture to 
think that his figures are wholly wrong; they are nothing like approach- 
ing the figures he has given and they are mucji smaller. (A voice: 
Whi*t is the figure of illegal collections?) Government do not main- 
tain figures for illegal exactions. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Sir, are we to understand that 
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister in his reply is trying to make out that 
' there should be no abatement or reduction of rent? 

•* <a 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, as regards 
the amendment moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and other members 
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suggesting an earlier date for giving retrospective effect to this Bill, 
my objection is that Government only propose to give retrospective 
effect from the date of the publication of the Bill, i.e., the 27th of 
August, 1937, that is the date on which the public cam^ to know what 
the Government proposed to do. There will be no justification for 
going earlier than that date. ^ + 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, are you going to accept the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Abdul Bari, suggesting the 27th of August, 1937 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, Sir, I pro- 
pose to accept that amendment. 

On the grounds I have stated above, Sir, I oppose all these amend- 
ments and commend the Government amendment, as modified by 
Mr. Abdul Bari, to the acceptance of the House. 

Then the amendment of Mr. Curtis Millar that clause 19 be deleted 
was put and lost. 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta moved that in sub-section (7) of pro- 
posed section 7b A for the word “ten” the word “twenty” be 
substituted. 

The above motion was put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 1 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul dabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hoitain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Aftab AH, Mr. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sihaath. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Maqgranjan. 
Barma, Mr. Pusapijjt. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Protad. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Qobiada Ohandra. 
Biswas, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

®'»was, Mr. 8urandra Nath. 

Bosa, Mr. 8arat Ohandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Baba Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harmdra Nath. 
«•*. Babu Radhanatk. 

® upU * Khagaiidra Nath 
Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath, 
ta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Mr - Narandra. 

®“Na Gupta, Mias Mira. 

Bmdadui Haqua, Kail. 

SI ? Nh * AkmH > Mr- 

Qu Ma, Mr. j, r. 


AYES. 


Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dabendra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Ohandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Joendra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjae, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Ohandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutoth. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sokhar. 

San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

8hahadaali, Mr. 

Shamsuddln Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srifut Manindra Bhutan, 
tur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjaa. 
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Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakosm, Mr. , 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Kadtr, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Sysd. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdullaal Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashsed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abdus Shahssd, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hussain, Mr. Ahmsd. 

Abul Quasom, Maulvi. 

Attab Hosain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmsd Hosain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmsd, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminnllah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

.Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Prsmhari. 

Barman, Babu Upsndra Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Barashsr, Mr. F. C. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dass, Babu Dsbsndra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bsfum. 

Fazlul Huq, ths Hon’bls Mr. A K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Failur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktsar, Mr. 

Qammstor, Mr. E. 0. 

Biasuddin Ahmsd ChOMhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hosainl, Mr. tbah Sysd. 

Qomss, Mr. 8. A. 

Brill It hs, Mr. 0. 

Habibullab, ths Hon’bls Nawtb Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 


Haftzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hasina Murshsd, Mrs. 

Hatsmally damadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rofsrs. 

Idris Ahmsd Mia, Mr. 
dasimuddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

Kabiruddia Khan, Khan Sahib. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. 0. S. 

Maflzuddin Ahmsd, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmsd, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandai, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Moslsm Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammsl Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Sysd. 
Mohammsd Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad Ishaqus, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, ths Hon’bls Mr. Mukunda Bshary. 
Mussarruff Hosain, ths Hon’bls Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. - 

Mustagaswa! Haqus, Mr. 8ysd. 

Mustufa Ali Dswan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, ths Hon’bls Maharaja Sris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Naushsr Ali, ths Hon’bls Maulvi Sysd.' 

Nazimuddin, ths Hon’bls Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Raikat, ths Hon’bls Mr. Prasanna Dsb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi 
Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, ths Hon’bls Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, Kt. 
Sadaruddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

8aflruddin Ahmsd, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Ssrajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, e.B.E. 

8ingha, Babu Kshstra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

8tsvsn, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, ths Hon’bls Mr. H. 8. 

Tofsl Ahmsd Choudhury, MauhrlJHhJi. 

Walilur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Wait, Mrs. Ellsn. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 

Yousuf Mirza. r 


The Ayes being 59 and Noes 101, the motion was lost. 


The following- motions were then put and lost : — 

That in sub-sectioa ( 1 ) of proposed section 75A for the wojpds “from 
the date of the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy { Amendment) 
Act, 1937” the words “from the 1st day of April, 1936” be substituted. 
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That in sub-section ( 1 ) of proposed section 75 4 t (1 , 

“from the date of the commencement of the Ben«I ' r ^ Words 
ment) Act, 1937” the words “with effect i * a , ^ enailcy ( Am end- 
be substituted. 6tf6Ct fwm lst d <V of April, 1937” 

The following motions were then put and agreed to 

‘date of the commlncemenf o^thT ^ u ^ 

A,-., sr a. »«<!» "27.L j„ of Augusf, 

That in sub-section (2)(a) nf nrmu,, 1 

“Act” in line 2 the words and tmireT' “incluT '° A af . er tIle WOrd 
inserted. “ ^ including section 52” be 

The amendment of Mr. Nikim™ . va -a* , 

(2) (a) of proposed section 75A for the words “on or “ {‘ ub-8eotion 

seventh day of August, 1937, and before the date Ml,* 1 *” ^ tWe “ ty * 

of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 1937 ” 

first day of April, 1930, save and except those which ha^l “““ 

mean time executed” be substituted, was then put ami 

with the following result 1 1 a Vision taken 


AYE8. 


AMul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Akdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. I 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain 8arkar, Maulv 
Abu| Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Anmuddin Ahmed, Mr. 
Banerji, Mr. p. 

*r. Pramatha Nat 
'•••flM, Mr. Slkiuth. 

£**.■*«*. 

, rma > Mr. Puspajit. 

Baku Shyamatroti 

•U.u'L V"'" 1 * 

. WM > »r. Ratik Lai. 

»“"■*. ft* 
hIh . 11 8,r,t <"••*** 

U ’ •**■ KlWUn 


Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. * 

Kh«n, Mr. Debandra Lull. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Haiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Haitra, Mr. 8urendra Mohan. 

Haji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mr«. Hemaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman lilamabadi, Maulana Md 
Maqbui Hoiain, Mr. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Mukarji, Mr. Ohirandra Ntrayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mulliek, Srijut Aihutosb. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kiahori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

Banyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sekbar. 

Son, Baku Nagendra Natb. 

Shakedall, Mr. 

SbamiHddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

SinhA, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Ssr, Mr. Hartadra Kumar. 

I Thakur, Mr. Pramatba Raajan. 
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NOES. 


Abdal Axil, Mtulina Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Htftz, Mr. Miria. 

Abdal Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdal Haktam, Mr. 

Abdal Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdal Kadar, Mr. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdal Lailf Biswas, Maalvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Sayad. 

Abdal Wahab Khan, Mr. 

AbduUa-al Mahmead, Mr. 

. Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. 
Abdar Rahman Siddlqi, Mr. 

Abdar Raschid Mahmead, Mr. 

Abdur Raihaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Raziak, Maulvi. 

Abdut Shahaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi 
Abul H oia in, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. 

Aftab Hatam deardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hatain, Mr. 

Alfaxuddin, Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Aahrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hatain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Biswas, Babu Lakthmi Narayan. 

Braihar, Mr. F. C. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. * 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farbut, Bane Khanam, Bt(um. 

Fazlul Huq, tha Honbla Mr. A. K. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlul Cuadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Bamnsatar, Mr. e. 0. 

Balam Sarwar Hataini, Mr. Shah 8yed. 

Bamat, Mr. 8. A. 

Brlfltlis, Mr. 0. 

Hablbullah, tha Haa'bia Nawab Bahadur K., af 
Dace*. 

Madzaddla Chawdhury, Maalvi. 


Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hatlna Murthed, Mn. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywaad, Mr. Rogars. 

Idrlt Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Jaslmuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafliuddin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Mondal, Mr, Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Manlruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Metlam Ali, Mellah Maulvi. 

Mazammai Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan sahib Maulvi 8yad. 
Mohammad Ali Khan, Bahadur. 

Muhammad Ithaqut, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Salaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, tha Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Behary. 
Mussarruff Hottain, tha Hon’bla Nawab Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muitafa Ali Dawan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, tha Hon’bla MaharaJ Sris Chandra ol 
Kaiimbazar. 

Nauru lah, Nawabzada K. 

Nauihar All, tha Hon’ble Maulvi Syad. 
Nazimuddin, tha Hon’bls Khawa/a Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Raikat, tha Han’bla Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, tha Hon’bla Sir Bajoy Praud Singh, Kt. 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

8afiruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

8alim, Mr. 8. A, 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

8hahabuddln, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Singh*, Babu Kihatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Wallur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Wait, Mrs. Elian. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yousuf Mirza. » 


The Ayes being 60 and the Noes 92, the motion was^ost. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

JThat in sub-section ( 2){a ) of proposed section 75A for the words 
27th day of August, 1937,” the words “1st day of April, 1936/’ 
substituted. 

‘ That in sub-section (2) (a) of proposed section 75 A for the word- 
twenty-seventh day of August”, the words “first day of April” ^ 
substituted. 
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That for sub-section (2)(b) of proposed section 75A, the following: 
be substituted, namely:—- 

“(b) Any enhancement of rent that has been made by contract 
entered into between a landlord and a tenant between the 
1st day of April, 1936, tand the date of the commencement 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1937, shall have 
no effect/ 1 

That in sub-section (2)(h) in proposed section 75A before the 
word “contract” the words “compromise or” be inserted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is the amendment 
of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, as further amended by the 
amendments of Maulvi Abdul Bari (Nos. 5, 6) and Maulvi Ahmed 
Hussain (No. 7). As many as are of the same opinion will say “Aye” 
and those who are of the contrary opinion will say “No”. 

j lie motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

r ilie question that clause 19, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are remaining two clauses, i.e. , clauses 30 
and 36. • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there are cer- 
tarn consequential amendments regarding clause 36. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want to make any consequential change in 
clause •!(] now? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Have you anything further to say? Are you to 
n consequential amendment in that section again? They were all 
carried. ’ ‘ 


The HoiPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I submitted a 
of amendments to-day. They are merely of consequential nature. 
1 be S 1° move that in sub-clause (3 ) — clause (5) (c) (Hi) of section 189, 
Dc Act — for the word's, figures, letter and brackets “in sub-section (2) 
se °tion 85B, and in sub-sections (2), (3) and (5) of section 88” thye 
W( J r <ls, figures and brackets “and in sub-section (5) oi section 88” be 

substituted. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I will just explain. The Hpuse will remember 
that w;e put all amendments under clause 36; but they were not put t 0 
*fote because of some consequential changes that might be inevitable 
owing to the fact that sections 80 and 85 had taken different shape. 
I may read it — 

“That in sub-clause’ (J) — clause (5) ( c ) (Hi) of section 189, the Act 
for the words, figures, letter and brackets “in sub-section 
(<?) of section 85B and in sub-sections (2), (3) and (5) of 
section 88“ the words, figures and brackets “and in sub-sec- 
tion (5) of section 88“ be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 36. 

The question that clause .36 as amended stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, with reference to clause 30, I 
have got first amendment on the list. The amendment number is 1396. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This amendment depends on your another amend- 
ment No. 1426 which is fyeyond the scope of the Bill. 

c 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, as I real^jt, the Bengal 
tenancy Act of 1885, defines a “landlord“ as a person immediately 
under whom a tenant holds land, and includes the Government; and 
“rent“ means “whatever is lawfully payable or deliverable in money 
or kind by a tenant to his landlords I submit that this section 148 is 
a section which provides for realisation of rent, and, Sir, when that 
section is touched and not only touched but rather very seriously modi- 
fied, it is within the jurisdiction of this House to lay down the proce- j 
dure for realisation of rent of every kind including the rent under 
Government estates. My amendment is directed only to lay down a 
uniformity of policy in realisation of rent, asHhe Hon’ble* Minister has 
actually assured this House, and I suppose in view of this there can be 
no difficulty whatever for the Hon’ble Minister to accept this littk 
amendment, which reflects the assurance given by him and his party 
perhaps. I submit that this is a matter in which the members 0 
different gieuplf in this House have expressed themselves 

* Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot discuss th§ merit of your amendment* 

I am hearing about the admissibility of your amendment. 
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Dr. NALINAK4HA SANYAL: In that case I Bubmit that section 
148 relates to realisation 'of rents and I am only proposing one so- 
cialise to provide that “Notwithstanding anything contained in Chaptef* 
XIIIA of this Act or any other enactment no rent shall be realised from 
any tenant except under the provisions of this Act for realisation of 
rents.” Sir, my proposition simply is that realisation of rent will not 
be done by any other provisions than the provision in this Act on the 
subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood it clearly and you also have 
understood it clearly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I do^not understand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would appeal to your conscience and your con- 
science will say that your amendment is out of order. Amendments 
Nos. 1396 and 1426 are out of order. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that at the end 
of sub-clause (1) of clause 30, after the word “and” the words “the sub- 
clause (i) of section 148 of the said Act is hereby repealed” be added. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid this is not in order. 

Babu PREMtyjifal BARMA: I think it is in order because section 
148 is within the purview of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider the admissibility of the order later 
on. 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move that clause 30 (2 (a) 
be omitted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 80 
jn proposed section 148 (ia) in line 3, after the word “letter” the words 
w ith acknowledgment due” be inserted. 


The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg 1 $ 
*f°, Ve ^at in clause 30 (2)(d) in line 4 for the word “tlffrfy” the word 
81 %” be substituted. 

1 also beg to move that*in clause 30(#)(<?) for the word “thirty” 
e word “sixty” be substituted. 
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Mf a ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that, in clause *30(2) (/ 
th$ words “from their present context ’ ’ and the said words shall bi 
^serted after the words, letters and brackets “under sub-clause (H 
he may” be omitted. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that after clause 
30, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“30A. j^ub-section (9) of section 148A” shall be omitted. 

The Hon’ble BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, this amendmen 
(1427) is out of order because it touches 148A which is not touched ir 
the Bill. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH* SEN: Sir, I may be permitted to say 
something. If it is not accepted, there will be conflict with clause 29. 
Sub-section (2) of this clause says “Nothing in sub-section (1) shall 

be deemed to prevent a landlord instituting a suit ” Section 148 

compells landlords to bring their suits. I am placing before you sec- 
tion 148 A which says “A co-sliarer landlord may institute a suii to 
recover the rent due to him in respect of his share in a tenure or hold- 
ing, by^ making all the remaining co-sharer landlord parties defendant 
to the suit — ” Sir, the tenant will be much affected by this 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the point touched in the Bill. It is 
out of order. 

i 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, sub-clause (7)^pf section 148 is in 
"order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have sub 
mitted an amendment slightly modifying 1408. 

My amendment is fftiat for the words “a period of thirty days lias 
elapsed since the date of the issue of the said postcard” the words “a 
period of sixty days has elapsed since the date of the decree” be sub- 
stituted in sub-clause (2)(d) and for the words “thirty days from the 
date of posting of the registered postcard under sub-clause (///)” IU 
sub-clause (2)(e)(iiia) the words “sixty days*, from the date of the 
decree” be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr.Jari, I have just now gone through the amend- 
ments and find tliat section 148 has not been touched. 

" - ‘ r * , r 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, you will find that section 148 of the 
present Act has been sought to be amended and particularly section 
148 (k), and section 148 (k) relates to the procedure of special summon 8 , 
and moreover after that (k) comes the amendment. That will sh° w 
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that this amendment is in order because section 148 itself has been 
touched and some of its sub-sections have also been touched. There- 
fore when the inain section has been touched and sub-sections sough! 
to be altered I submit that this amendment is in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid not. I think Mr. Bari well realises 
that section 148 (k) consists of several procedure and unless one is 
touched it cannot be put in in an amendment. 

I think now amendments Nos. 139(8-99, 1401, 1408, l4l4 and 1423 
remain, but some of these will not arise if Sir Bijoy’s amendment is 
earned. 

The question before the House is the amendment moved by the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that for the words “a period of 
thirty days has elapsed since the date of the . issue of the said postcard” 
the following words be substituted in sub-clause (2) (<Z), namely, “a 
period of sixty days has elapsed since the date of the decree”. He 
also moves as a necessary part of it that for the words ‘‘thirty days 
from the date of posting of the registered postcard under sub-clause 
(m)” in sub-clause (2) (e) ( iiia ) the words “sixty days from the date 
of the decree” be substituted. 

The inotion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is the amendment 
of Maulvi Abdul Hafiz that clause <30 (2) (a) be omitted. 

> 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Government 

are prepared to accept that amendment. ' **' 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments No. 1408 and No. 1414 do not arise, 
m view of Sir Bijoy’s amendment being carried. 

The question before the House is the amendment of Babu Premhari 
Ihirma that in clause 30 in proposed section 148 (ia) in line 3, after 
tlj' 1 word “letter” the words “with acknowledgment due” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am prepared 

to accept the amendment. 

fhe motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The question before the House i&*the amendment 
jfloved by Mr. Abdul Karim that in clause 30 ( 2 ) (/) the words “from 
ei ^ present context” and the .said words shall be inserted after the 
Wor s, letters and brackets* “under sub-clause (u) he may” be omitted. 

The motion WOO f ll £kr» -r.T1 4- fin/1 n rrrdAil In 
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"Mr. 8PEAKER: The question before the House. is that clause 30 a« 
amended stands fart Of the Bill. 

The motion was' then put and agreed to. 

* 

New clause 34 A. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 
that for sub-section (14) of section 180A of the said Act, the following 
sub-section sh$ll be substituted, namely — 

‘‘(14)" The premium or any instalment thereof shall be recoverable 
as rent, and interest shall not be payable on any instalment 
in respect of which default has not been made.” 

m 

New clause 15 A. 

r 

I also beg to move that in section 49D of the said Act the words, 
igures and letter" “subject to the provisions of section 48H” shall be 
>mitted. 

Mr.^&PEAKER : The question before the House is the new clause 
'5A moved by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. * 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that after clause 
14, a new clause 34A be put in, namely — 

■^The premium' or any instalment thereof shall be recoverable as 
rent, and interest shall not be payable on any instalment in 
respect of which default has not been made”. 

The motion was the* put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that new 
lauses 34A and 15A stand part of the Bill. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

<• 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before th#House is that the preamble 
:ands part of M t£e Bill. 

The motion wa$ then j|ut and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 30th |j 
eptombaf, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
un'der the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 30th September, 1937, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.,) 
in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble Ministers and 208 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Flooding of Tollygunge and Panohanogram. 

*335 and *336. Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR and Mr. RAMIZ- 
UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state the steps taken by the Public Health Department to relieve hooding 
of Tollygunge and Panchanogram area since the statement was made 
by the Hon’ble Minister? * 

(b) Is it a fact that technical experts of the Government were aware 
that such contingencies would arise due to silting of the .jdver 
Bidyadhari? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table copies of the schemes prepared * 
either by the Public Health Department or the" 1 Irrigation Department 
to drain the -area? 

(d) Have any of these schemes been given effect to? If not, why 
not? 

( 0 ) Have the Government taken expert advice to show that no relief 
is possible till the storm-wiiter channel from Bantola to Kulti as pro- 
vided in the Corporation Scheme known as Dr. B. K.^ey’s Kulti Out- 
fall Scheme, is completed? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

W when Dr. B. N. Dey’s Kulti Outfall Scheme was first placed 
by the Corporation before the Government; and ^ 

( ? 0 when was it sanctioned unde? section 251 of the Cakutta 
Municipal Act?* \ 
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(g) Is it a fact that the delay in according sanction to the saic 
scheme was mainly due to the proposal for restoring Bidyadhari being 
considered by the Government at that time? 

(h) Is it a fact that Government in their letter No. 4005-1., datei 
the 17th July, 1928, stated: — “The Govern or-in-Council regrets tha 1 
this Government is not in a position t<J comply with the request mad* 
by the Corporation and has no intention to maintain the river Bidya- 
d'hari” ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Secretary, Government of Bengal, Irrigation 
Department, in D.-O. No. 8646 of 1928, stated: — “Government are 
advised that it is practically impossible to maintain the Bidyadhari”? 

(;) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
altering the policy regarding the maintenance of the river Bidyadhari in 
1931? 

(k) Is it a fact that an officer of the Irrigation Department wa< put 
on special duty to look into the proposal of reviving the river 
Bidyadhari ? 

• (l) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the 
findings of the said officer? 

(w) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state their final policy 
regarding the rivers Bidyadhari and Peali? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 
Ali): (a) The Pubjic Health Department was advised by the experts 
of the Engineering?3)epartment that on account of the silting up of ii-e 
Bidyadhari river which was the natural drainage outlet for the accu- 
mulation of the water in this area, relief by gravity flow was no longer 
possible and that the only possible way of giving relief would be, alrer 
the cessation of the monsoon, to isolate the homestead area by Hie 
construction of an embankment and then to dewater such area by pump- 
ing into the storm-water channel of the Calcutta Corporation. D' e 
Chief Engineer, Irrigation, has been asked to prepare a scheme lor 
draining this area effectively. 

(b) It was a known fact that the area would be more or less affected 
by the flood r but the unusual flood of this year was mainly due to the 
heavy rainfall which could not be foreseen. 

(c) No scheme was prepared in either of these departments as it ^ aS 
found that nothing short of completion of the Kulti Outfall Scimm* 
would solve the problem. 

(d) Does not arise. 

( e ) Yes, the Chief Engineer, Irrigation, is of opinion that ie ^ j 
is possible till the Kulti Outfall Scheme is completed. 
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(j) (i) In September, 1930. 

(it) In July, 1935. 

(ff) The delay was due to the fact that the scheme submitted by 
Dr. Dey had to be examined very carefully by experts appointed by 
Government. On receipt of the scheme a Committee was appointed by 
Government. The Committee condemned Dr. Dey’s scheme and were 
unable, on the data available, to offer a definite opinion as to what out- 
fall would be the best. They considered several schemes put forward, 
including Mr. Griffin’s scheme for the revival of the Bidyadhari river 
and suggested that the details of Mr. Griffin’s scheme should be worked 
out by an Engineer to be put on special duty. 

In April, 1934, my hon’ble predecessor in charge of this department 
called a conference in which it was decided that the Chief Engineers, 
Irrigation and Public Health, should meet the Corporation Chief 
Engineer and settle the differences relating to I)r. Dey’s scheme. Some 
degree of agreement was reached between the Engineers and in another 
conference called by him on the 26th May, 1934, it was decided to 
accept Dr. Dey’s scheme. 

(h) and ( i ) Yes. 

(j) Government have not changed their policy. 

(*) Yes. 

(1) His findings were against the possibility of reviving the Bidya- 
dhari river. 

(77?) Government do not propose to maintain th£ Bidyadhari. 
Regarding the Peali river, the question of its improvement is under 
consideration. Such improvement is only possible with the co-operation 
of the zamindurs by throwing open areas contiguous to the river for 
free spilling. 


Extra-copyists of the Registration Department. 

*337. Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department b# pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to make perma- 
nent the extra-copyists* of the Registration Department, who are of 
five years’ continuous service with the privilege of pension and provi- 
dent fund of the service of extra period taking into account at the time 
°f pension the extra period they have already served out? 

(h) If not, why not? 

( c ) If so, from what date? 

(d) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state how m^ny 
registrars and sub-registrars in the office of the Registrar of Assurances, 
Calcutta, during the ten years ending with 31st March, 1936, were 
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( i ) graduates; and 

(ii) beloyr the Matriculaton standard? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a departmental examination 
was held for the first time in September, 1936, by the then Registrar 
of Assurances, Calcutta, from amon^t the extra-copyists and three 
came out successful ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that one outsider was taken into 
the permanent staff while two others are still continuing as extra- 
copyists P 

(g) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware that the extra-copyists of the 
Registration Department — 

(i) do exactly the same nature of work as the permanent copyists; 

(ii) officiated in place of permanent copyists more than once; and 

(in) some time copied much more than the scheduled work? 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are their 
future prospects in service? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) No. 

(b) It very seldom happens that an extra muharrir is in continuous 
employment foe five years as they are only entertained to deal with any 
surplus work which the permanent staff cannot perform. The Govern- 
ment do not therefore contemplate appointing such men permanently. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) ( i ) None. 

(ii) Two. 

(e) 

(/) Ye$* Uke outsider who was taken in is a graduate and the late 
Registrar considered that the qualifications of two other passed candi- 
dates who were only non-Matrics were not up to the mark. Under the 
existing orders vacancies in clerical posts in‘ the Sadar Registration 
offices are to be filled up by the selection from among deserving extra 
muharrirs who have passed Matric, the I.A., or the I. Sc. Examination. 

(g) (i) Yep. 

(ii) Yes, but these were only temporary leave vacancies. 

(Hi) For extra muharrirs who are paid at piece work rate there is 
no^fixed standard of copying work. 

(h) Under the present conditions, these outsiders employed as extra j 
copyists have little chance of permanent appointment. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (6), will 
the pon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for not retaining 
the men who have rendered service for a continuous period of 12 years 
on the permanent establishment? 


The Hon’fcle Mf. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is more or less a 
hypothetical question. If a case like that arises, it will have to be 
dealt with on its merits. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer ( h ), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what objections there are to 
drafting these men on to the permanent establishment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They will be considered 
on their merits. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
refresh his memory by referring to his answer given on the 18th of 
last month and state whether out of 34 extra copyists, 32 are in tem- 
porary service serving for more than 5, 10 and even 20 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is so. 


Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, Superintendents and Assistant 
Superintendents of Government High Schools in Bengal. 

*338. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the num- 
ber of — 

(i) Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents of Government high schools for 
toys and training and normal schools in Bengal; and 

(n) officers belonging to the grade of assistant masters from whom 
promotions are normally made to the kinds of posts indicated 
in clause (i) above? 

(h) Is it a fact that for the purpose of recruitment of officers men- 
tioned in question (a) (i) above, the possession of good academic and 
professional degrees with satisfactory evidence of teaching experience, 
knowledge of account rules and practice, power of organisation and 
management, maintenance of discipline, and strong personality is a sine 
Qua non? 

(e) Is it a fact that prior to 1930 officers mentioned in question (a)Ji) 
ah »ve, used to be recruited by the promotion of men in service of proved 
ability and possessing the qualifications indicated in clause (b)? 
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(d) Is it a fact that the method of recruitment has since been chans 
and raw outsiders are often appointed to posts mentioned in questi 
(a) (i) above in total disregard of the claims of men in service " w 
possess the requisite qualifications and are officers of proved ability a 
merit P 


(e) Is it a fact that during 1937 shr'feutsiders have been appointed 
two as head masters and four as assistant head masters — in spite of t 
fact that men in service with better qualifications and claims in ; 
respects were available for appointment to posts to which outsiders ha 
been appointed ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) 93. 

(n) 381. 

(b) Yes, these are the qualifications that are generally taken lu 
- consideration in making appointments to the posts mentioned. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The claims of men in service are considered before a decisio 

is taken as to whether a particular vacancy should be filled up bv nrc 
motion or by outsiders. J F 

(e) Six outsiders were appointed but it is not correct to suggest tba 
departmental officers were superior to these six men in all respects. 


Dr. NALIJIAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state in what lespects (lie 
departmental officers were found to be inefficient? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was a question which 
was decided by the appointing authority. I cannot now state the 
reasons in detail. 


Dr. N ALINA KS HA SANYAL: There have been specific reasons 
stated for selection in question (l?), to which the reply that has been 
given is in the affirmative and the qualifications mentioned are 
generally taken into consideration in making appointments. With 
reference to this, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly refresh bis memory 
and state in which of these respects these men in the department Lave 
been found to be wanting? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be with respect 
to. one or two, it is difficult for me to say. Those who made these 
appointments followed the rules and took these facts into their eon- , 
sideration. 



QUESTIONS. 


2229 


1937.] 

Names and castes of the Chairman and members of the Pirojpur 
Special Beard. 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the Chairman and members of the Special Debt 

Settlement Board at Pirojpur where the scheduled castes form 
the major portion of the Hindu population ; and 

(ii) their respective castes? 

(b) Is it a fact that Abdul Karim Talukder, one of the members of 
the aforesaid Special Debt Settlement Board, was convicted of a very 
serious offence (breach of trust) under section 409 of the Indian Penal 
Code in connection with a Central Bank case? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
i ter consider the desirability of holding an immediate inquiry into the 
| matter and remove him from the said board ? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
| INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Matilvi Abdul Karim Talukder was convicted in 1934 under sec- 
. tion 409, Indian Penal Code, but the offence was not serious, and was 
only technically an offence: the sentence awarded was nominal, a fine of 
Rs. 5 only. . # 

(r) An enquiry has been made : it is not intended to remove Muulvi 
Abdul Karim Talukder from the board : he appears to possess the con- 
fidence of the local people, inasmuch as he is an elected Commissioner 
of Pirojpur Municipality. 

Statement Referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 339. 

Name. Caste. 

Chairman. 

Babu Sudhir Chandra Ray, Circle Officer 

{ex-officio) ••• Vaidya 


. . Muhammadan 
. . . Kayastha 


Members. 

Maulvi Momtazuddin Ahmed 
Maulvi Mafijuddin Ahmed Choudhury 
Maulvi Abdul Karim Talukder 
Babu Abinash Chandra Nag 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the ratio between Muhammadans and 
non-Muhanjinadans has been observed in this case as regards’ the 
personnel of this committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There is no 

question of communal ratio in selecting members for appointments to 
these boards. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the offeree for embezzlement of public money is not a 
serious offence whatever may be the amount? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is a 

matter of opinion* and it depends upon circumstances of each case. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In view of the fact that 
scheduled ,caste people form a major portion of the population of the 
Perojpur subdivision, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
reason why he did not issue instructions to the local officers to see that 
scheduled caste members might be taken on the Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would refer 
the honourable member to the Act and the rules framed thereunder \ 
and would add that there is no question of communal representation 
for the appointment of members of the Debt Settlement Boards. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the fact of this gentleman being previously 
convicted was known to the Government at the time of the domination ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 4 am not 

aware of this but I may state the facts for the information of the 
Housef that this incident happened some time in 1980. Maulvi Abdul 
Karim Talukdar was Secretary of a rural society. He altrng with the 
cashier took a certain sum from the Central ]Jank for payment to the 
members of the rural society. The cashier retained the money and 
this fact was brought to the notice of the bourt in 1934 hnd the money 
was paid in the course of a few months. The Magistrate held that 
the offence was a technical one. 

Mr. UPElfDlfA NATH EDBAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a motion wa» filed against his conviction and he was called upon 
to*show cause why the punishment inflicted on hiin^ should not 
enhanced and his case committed to sessions? 
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The HoifWe M{. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware of this. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it. is a fact that the offence was 
a technical one and he was fined Rs. 5? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is so, 
as I have already stated* 

Scheme to drain out the water from Barachouka area, Midnapore. 

•340. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIS (a) Is the Hobble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware whether a large tract, of cultivable land called the 
Barachouka area in the Pataspore police-station, Midnapore, remains 
water-logged during the rains and produces generally very little crops 
and this has been continuing for many years past? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have any scheme to drain out the water of that area? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaBed to lay it on the table ? 

(< d ) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to expedite giving effect to the same? 

(e) If the answer to (b) be in the negative, will* the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to formulate a scheme for the purpose and give 
effect to it at the. earliest possible momept? . 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DE- 
PARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
bazar): (a) and J6) Yes. 

(c) and ( d ) The scheme requires further examination from the 
sanitary point of View and is not, therefore, complete or ready for 

execution. 

( e ) Does not arise. # 

Dr - NAUNAK8HA.8A.NYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
P eased to state hpw lopg will his department take for this further 

examination? ‘ 

The Hon’ble MahMNtfa 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

a,n 80rr y I cannot give any idea of the time. 

»t t° r i NALINAK8 ^A 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
a e ow long tTiis scheme haB been hanging fire P 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja SR 18 CHANDRA NANQY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 am afraid I cannot answer that without notice. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'hether the obstructions of the Barachowka area would 
be completely drained out? 

* ‘ -f \ 

Th* Hon’ble Maharaja SR IS ISH AN DBA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am sorry it is not ^possible at this stage to go into the details of the 
scheme, but I believe the idea is to drain out the area. 

Water-fagged thanas in Midnapore due to the overflowing of the 
Kaliaghai river. 

*341. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Is the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware that large portions of the Bhagwanpore, Patasporo, 
Sabang, Nandigram and Khedgree thanas of the M*dhap6re district 
are put periodically under water due to the overflowing of the 
Kaliaghai river? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
“Government have formulated any schemes to avoid the menace? 

(c) If the answer to (b) he in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay them on the table? 

(d) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when they are going to be put into ai tinn ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

{a) Within the thanas mentioned, there are many lowlying lands which 
remain more or less water-logged due to deficient drainage of local 
rainfall. The Kaliaghai river does not spill over them except on rare 
occasions when the Amarshi embankment is breached. The last breach 
in that embankment occurred in 1926. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and ( d ) The schemes are being examined from the sanitary and 
financial points of view and are not yet ready ,for execution. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI# Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when these schemes are expected to be ready f°‘ 
execution? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

At an early date. 
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Dr, NAL1NAKDHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mini|ter be 
pleased to state whether the delay is due to the inaction or delayed 
iction of other departments like the Sanitary Department or the 
Finance Department over which the Hon’ble Minister has no control? 

The Hon’bld Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

[ think that is partly true. J 

T ^ * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state whether this question has been hanging fire since 1913, 
hat is, for more than two decades? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

[ am not aware oi the fact. 

Bandalling near Tilli in Manikganj subdivision, Dacca. 

•342. Matflyi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in. charge *of the Communication and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(i) that the steamer company (River Steam Navigation and India 
General Navigation Company) has been diverting the current 
of the Beutha river in the Dhaleswari river by putting 
bamboo fencing — technically called - ban dalling — near Tilli 
in the subdivision of Manikganj in the DaccS district; and 
(H) that as a result of such bandalling the mouth of the Beutha 
river has been considerably silted up and is being alarmingly 
silted? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of asking the steamer companies to remove 
the bamboo fencing? 

(c) Is it a fact, that a few years ago Mr. B. C. Prance, the then 
District Magistrate of Dacca, issued an order against the putting of 
9 uch bandalling in the Dhaleswari river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

W an d (b) An enquiry is being made. 

(c) Mr. Prance issued an order in 1933 against the putting up of 
8 ln g bandals in th$ river Dhaleswari. 

j Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister.be 
• nse( to slate the approximate date when the report of the enquiry 

H ^pected P * " 

72 
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TheHon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NAN0Y, of Kasimbazai 

At the earliest possible opportunity. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister awai 
that the silting up of the mouth of a river gives rise to a hot bed c 

malari^* and other diseases ? f 

' 

Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS'CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar 

The silting up of any river is a serious matter. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the 'Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state whether the Steamer companies have any right t 
bandal the mouth of a river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar 

As I have already stated, I am enquiring into the matter. 

Baranal-Selimpure Drainage Scheme, Khulna. 

*343. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN NASHCMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in change of -the Communications and Works 
, (Irrigation) Department be pleased to state what measures the Govern- 
ment have taken to give effect to the' Baranal-Selimpure- Drainage 
Scheme (Khulna) ? * 

( b ) Is he aware of the fact that for want of proper outlet- of water 
a very large area of land remains water-logged? 

(c) Is he aware of the fact that the people of Terakheda police- 
station in the district of Khulna have been suffering mainly from 
frequent failure of crops, cholera, malaria and other epidemics for 
more than twenty years? 

(d) Whq|L do the Government propose to materialise the scheme ? 

( e ) Is the Government aware that a portion of the Naukhali Kbd 
in the subdivision of Satkhira (Khulna) was excavated last year? 

(/) Is the Government aware of the fact that no useful purpose may 
be served unless and until the remaining portion of the said Naukhali 
Khal is excavated immediately? 4 

(g) Do the Government propose to take up the incompleted work 
of the said Naukhali Khal this year in autumn? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHAMfRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and ( d ) A scheme at an estimated cost of Rs. 2,56,606 for the 
drainage of the Baranal-Selimpure Beel was prepared in 1928 under 
th^ Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act of 1920. 
steps have yet been taken to give effect to the scheme, as the loc 
people are unwilling to bear their share of the cost. 
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(5) Yes. ‘ 

(c) Complaints were received from the people from time to time. 
(e) Yes, but about one-third of the work still remains to be done. 
(/) Yes. 

(y) The iujcompleted portion will he excavated by the ^Khu’na 
District Board, 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What would be the portion of 
the local people out of Rs. 2,50,606? 

r 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The usual proportion. 

Mr. NACENttRA HATH SEN: Is there any rule under which 
Government will undertake to defray the entire cost? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

There is no such rule. 

Closure of the lock-gates of the Madaripur Bheel Route Canal. 

* 4 

*344. Mr. SHAMSLTDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
(Irrigation) Department aware that lock-gates on the # southern bank 
of the Madaripur Bheel Route Canal are closed in such a manner that 
flood water rushes in towards the north causing great damage to crops 
over a big area? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government has received a large number of representations from the 
affected people requesting the adoption of adequate steps in ihe 
matter ? 

( c ) If so, what action has been taken? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) This is not a fact* 

(b) Representations have occasionally been received from the 
people of the locality complaining about inadequate drainage. 

(c) Hydraulic information is being collected to see if a drainage 

scheme is feasible. \ 

i Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
j aware that the ‘people of the flood" affected area suffer every jjear, 
because the lock-gates are closed and the District Magistrate has to 
police force there every year to guard the embankments? 
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The Hon’ble Mafiaraja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kaaindttzar; 

It may Ibe that; ‘the' Distrio** Magistrate has to guard the sjuice^ for 
preventing- unauthorised persons operating 

« - ' i - ~ *' 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKURrls ft* Hon’ble Ministei 
aware t^at the are& remains, flood affected ev^ry year, an tlie wftter of 
another canal which falls into this canal' is not iBufljciehtly deep as a 
result *f % which water qannot pass quickly? 

. * * 

- % p 

The Hon’ble Maharaja &RIS JCHANDRA 44ANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is not my information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the difference between the w r ater levels on the two sides of the 
sluice gate varies from two to four cubits? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I lhave no personal knowledge. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that' Jm a result of that sluice gate not properly working, the lands 
the northern side of the gate remain, overflooded from June to 
Ailgust and on the southern side water rushes in so forcibly that vasl 

areas of land become devastated every year causing damage to crops? 

< 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly tile lock-gates are not responsible for the iuundations referred 
to. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is it a fact that the 
District Magistrate realises a sum of Bs. 2,000 from the poor tenants 
for the re-excavation of the canal ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 


Rate of charge for electricity supplied by the Dacca Electric Supply 
Company, Limited. 

*345. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon bk 

Minister in charge of the Commerce Labour Department be pleased 
to state the rate of charge per umit of electricity that is supplied 1° 
the general public by the Dacca Electric Supply Company, Limited, afl 
the rate per unit that is charged to the Dacca University? 
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(b) Is the Ho.’ble Minister aware that th# rate for the general 
pnhli c ' w disproportionately high <1o the cost involved? " ..■ 

( c ) >v ViU the Hon’Me Minister be pleased to state th# dividend 
that wa«£ declared by ite Company during 1 the last* five years? 

(<t-l Is* the Ihm’fcle Mimstey aware that owing* to the high rate, 
the municipality isTexperiencing difficulty in extending street lighting 
in many places wythkft the municipality ? • 

(e)^Will the Hpn’ble Minister* consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee under the Indian Electricity Act (Act IX of 1910) to 
fix the maxinmm charge £er unk of electricity? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. *1. S. Suhrawardy)! (a) The charge for 
lights and fans for domestic consumers is annas 5 per unit net, i.e., G 
iinnas per unit less a rebate of 1 anna per unit for prompt payment of 
hills. The average rate is 3*7 annas per unit. The rate charged the 
Dacca University is 4 annas per unit less G pies rebate for prompt pay- 
ment. 

( b ) This is a matter of opinion. 

(r) 10 per cent- per annum. 

(d) That is the complaint of the Dacca Municipality. 

(e) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (d), 

| will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether # there has been 
j an enquiry on the complaint being made by the Dacca Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S, SUHRAWARDY: That is merely the com- 
plaint of the Dacca Municipality. I do not think any reference was 
made to Government. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With refeienee to replies (h) and 
may I know what steps the Hon’ble Minister is going to take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The answer is given 
in («)• • 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Since when the Dacca 
unicipality has been complaining about the high rates? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know. 

Mr, NIHARENdU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble 
mister made &ny enquiry to "find out since when the” Dacca Muni ci- 
*jify has been making complaints and what steps has the Hon’ble 
[limte r taken so far? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U HR A WAR BY: I have not c^idered 
it necessary to find out since when the Dacca Municipality has been 
making complaints. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that the Company has been paying* 10 per cent, per annujli.as dividend, 
has the Hon’ble Minister considered it necessary |o find oift since when 
the complaint has been made as a matter affecting the citizens of 
Dacca generally? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY? I have said that I do not 
consider that necessary. ' 0 


Commissioners of Chittagong Division. 

*346.* Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) I 8 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of' the Home (Appointment) Depart- 
ment aware — 

(i) that two Divisional Commissioners were promptly reverted and 

transferred from Chittagong; and v 

(ii) that Mr. Twynam was sent by Air to take oyer charge from 

Mr. Graham who was ordered by telegram to make over 
charge at once? 

c 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what were the 
reasons for such prompt action ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the inspection remarks of Mr. Graham at the 
Mirsarai thana were expunged under order of the Provincial Govern- 
ment ? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what were the inspection remarks of 
Mr. Graham which were expunged? 

( e ) How long was Mr. Graham the Commissioner of Chittagong 

Division ? <. 

(/) What was the reason of Mr. Graham’s sudden reversion and 
transfer ? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimudchn) : (a) During the relevant period the present 
Government were not responsible but I understand that one acting Com- 
missioner was transferred to another post owing to the sudden depar- 
ture on leave of Mr. Swan, c.i.e., i.c.s., Mr. Graham who succeeded him 
in acting capacity was relieved by Mr. Twynam, Commissioner of t^ e 
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presidency Division, Mr. Twynam was not directed to travel by aero- 
plane. He made his own arrangements. No telegram directing Mr. 
Graham to make over charge can be traced. 

(6) It is not unusual for Government to act promptly. 

(c) and ( d ) I have no information. 

(e) From, Aie 6th December, 1934, to the 31st January, 1936. 

(/) The jmblic interest. 

4 

Mr. NAGfiNDRA NATH SEN: What is the present position of 
Mr. Graham? 


Mr* SPEAKER: You can find that out from the Civil List. 

\ 1 . » 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: He is shown as Commissioner of 
the Chittagong DivjLeian but he is not there now. 

* ' ,•$ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think he is 
shown as Commissioner of the Chittagong Division. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (/), viz.', public interest, was Mr. Graham a menace to the 
public of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir.* 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Then what interest has 
been served by the transfer of Mr. Graham? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In the public interest it 

was necessary that, Mr. Twynam should be posted there. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the retention of Mr. Graham at the place was 
contrary to the public interest? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The posting of 
^ r - Twynam was in the public interest. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Can the public want to know 
^hat is the public interest in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficulf to 
aUs ' Ver this question. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is the difficulty! 

X ‘ .. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: First of all I was not it 

charge at that time. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is Mr. Graham still in Chittagong 
or has he been posted at Khulna as District Magistrate? 

ft 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He is at present on leave. 

Mr, AHMED ABUL HOSAIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Graham used to visit some people of the Hari Sankirtan party 
and that that was the cause of his transfer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 


Order of prohibition of entry on Sj. Narendra Nath Das. 

•347. Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department he 
pleased to state the reason why an order has been issued by the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore prohibiting the entry of Sj. Narendra Nath 
Das, Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Sabha, on the 6th July, 
1936, under section XI of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
Rules, 1934? 

(b) Is it a fact that he used to visit the Mlidnapore district only 
for carrying on social reform movement for the last three or four 
years ? 

(c) I$;it a fact that Sj. Narendra Naih*Oas has all along been 
preaching and practising non-violence and' carrying on propaganda 
against acts of violence? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 

material to prove his connection with the terroristic movement has been 
found ? 4 

(e) Is it a fact that the movement for social reform and removal of 
untouchability are acts of terrorism? 

(/) If the answer to clause ( e ) is id the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Afinister be pleased to state why this ban has been imposed ? 

(g) Does the Hcpi’ble Minister consider it fair that Sj. Narendra 
Nath Das should have his house searched and him§#lf arrested and 
detained for the whole day long at *the Intelligence Branch Offi ce a * 
Lord Sinha Road, on no charge whatsoever? 
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(Zi) Is it a fact that he was repeatedly questioned about his tour 
in Midnapore district and asked if*J© should be carrying on further 
tour in that district ? 

The Hen'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (/) As he was 

believed to haye been engaged in terrorist activity and to have connec- 
tions with terrorists in Midnapore, he was required to obtain the pre- 
vious permission of the Superintendent of Police in writing before enter- 
ing the district. 

(b) He used to visit some known terrorists of the district. 

(c) I presume that the officer who passed the order had other 
information about the gentleman’s activities. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No, hut it can he used to provide a convenient cloak for other 
activities. 

( g ) It was considered necessary to search his house and examine 
him in the Intelligence Branch Office. 

(h) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
state on what information it was believed that this gentleman could 
have been’ engaged in terrorist activities P 

0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There must have baen 
sufficient information. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Was any facility given to the 
member concerned to disprove the evidence supposed to have been 
collected against himP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja <8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether insinuations of this nature, viz., that he was 
believed to have been engaged, in the first part and to provide a con- 
venient cloak in the second part, against an hon’ble member of this 
House is in the public interest? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that when you ask for certain facts the 
answer is “no”, but Gtoveciamenf qualify it by saying something in the 
nature of a reflection. That portion, however, does not refer to the 
Member concerned, as in the answer. 

4 

Dr « NALINAKSHA SANYAL} When a question asking for # an 
expression of opinion is not admitted, an answer in the form of an 
^Pinion should also be expunged. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I have no objection. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIH: Then, I submit; (} 
whole question should be expunged. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: With reference to answ< 
(b), who are the terrorists he' used to visit? v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister awai 
that the Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Sabha is the sam 
person as the hon’ble member who has put this question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Kir. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Why was he not arrested on i 
substantive charge or detained if Government had enough materials k 
prove that he was connected with terrorism? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are materials 
against a large number of people but they are not all arrested. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any incriminating substance was found on 
searching the house? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Government are prepared at the present moment 
to withdraw the^order passed upon him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Which order the hon’ble 
member is referring to? 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: The order preventing him 
from going to Midnapore. , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Which question is that? 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: I am referring to the 
answer to questions (a) and (/). - 

# 

G ** 

Mr. SPEAKER. You ask whether Government consider the destf' 
ability of withdrawing this order? 
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Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. 

The Honible Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is an order passed, 
I believe, by the District Magistrate, and the questions and answers 
will be forwarded to him for his information. 

% 

Mr. NIHARENDU BUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to 
question ( c) y which asks whether it is a fact that Srijut Narendra Nath 
]) a s has all along been preaching and practising non-violence 
mid carrying-on propaganda against acts of violence, the Hon’ble 
Minister has answered that he presumes that the officer who passed the 
order had other information about the gentleman’s activities. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it means that he admits 
that the facts stated in question ( c ) are correct, and if so, then on 
what basis does he presume that the officer in question has other facts 
in his possession? 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit. Sir, this is 
lather an argument. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not an argument, but I am afraid the 
member could not. put his question properly. Stripped of its wordiness 
his question is that he wants to know what is the basis of the presump- 
tion in answer (c). 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir* be does not 
ask for that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: That is exactly what 
1 am asking for, and it has been perfectly understood by Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: However, will you please frame your . question 

again ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question is this, 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the basis 
°1 ihe Hon’ble Minister 1 -® presumption that the officer who passed the 
or iler had other information about the gentleman’s activities? 

L The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am glad, Sir, that the 
011 hie member has at last put his question in an intelligent form. 

Mr - NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Make an intelligent 
then — if qnly for once. 

I **" 4 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 
daughter.) _ , 


4 



2244 


QUESTIONS. 


[30th Sept. ; 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: # Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he so presumed without having in his posses- 
sion any facts whatsoever that warranted that presumption ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No; the answer is i n 
the negative. ' , 

l 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But what are the 

facts ? 

(No reply.) 


Rules under the Agricultural Debtors’ Act. 

*348. Miaul vi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depmt- 
meilt aware of the rules under the Agricultural Debtors’ Act to the 
following effect, namely : — 

“that a Debt Settlement Board cannot issue notice under seel urn 
34 unless the application received be heard under section 12 <.J) 
and even after that if the claim exceeds Rs. 1,000, the Debt 
Settlement Board cannot issue notice unless an enquiry is held 
by the Subdivisional Officer and his approval# is received and 
that the approval of the Collector is necessary in case the not ire 1 
, is to be served on the Hon’ble High Court”? 

v 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative# will the Hon’ l)lo 
Minister be pleased to state whether these! rules have been promul- 
gated in violation of section 34 of the Agricultural Debtors’ Act? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble "Minister aware that enforcement of these rules 
will deprive the debtors of the benefit of the Act? 

(d) Do the Government "contemplate withdrawal of these rules? 

The Hoin’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) I am 

aware that an order to this effect was issued. 

( b ) and ( c ) No. ^ 

(d) The instructions have been revised so as to obviate delay ami 
to facilitate issue ot proper notices under section 34 of the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors’ Act. 

Maulvi ABDUL JIAf|l: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state with regard to answer ( d) } when these revised instructions were 
issued ? , 4 ' / 

* The Hon’ble Mr. tfuKU^DJt BEHARY MU LLICK: . Bir, these are 
in the course of being issued..'. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state .what are the contents of those revised instructions? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The portion 
directing an inquiry by the Subdivisional Officer is being deleted, and 
the boards are ^eing reminded that they are to follow the instructions 
laid down in the Act and the Rules framed thereunder. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether Government consider the desirability of empower- 
ing these boards with special powers to investigate in order to obviate 
delay ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: This question hardly arises. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL* Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that under section 34 of the Agricultural Debtors’ Act a board has to 
issue a notice without any inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 
almidy answered that boards are being, asked to follow the provisions 
of the Act ‘before' they issue notice under section 34. 

• 

Head Masters of Rangamati and Nawab Bahadur’s High English 

Schools. 

*349. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
Government are proposing to appoint highly paid officers to take the 
offices of the Head Masters of Rangamati and Nawab Bahadur’s High 
English Schools on scales of Rs. 900 to R*. 1,200 and Rs. 1,200 to 
lb. 1,500? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singft Boy): Yes, with regard to Rang^unati High 
English School ; but the rate of pay proposed to be given to the officer is 
lb. 930 to Rs. 1,250. * , ' * 

With regard to Nawab Bahadur’s Institution there is no proposal 
| before Government for any appointment on special pay. 

Dr - NALINAVBHA* 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bTe Minister be 
P eased to state the reasons for pr6viding such an abnormally high scrfle 
j 0 salar y for this'particulafffiehdinaster %hen m no other school of this 
P 1 evince 4 scale prevails? * * 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH RQY: The idea, Sir 

is to give technical training to the people of Rangamati who are ver 
backward. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state where the Nawab Bahadur’s High English School i 
situate ? f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise 
Everybody ought to know where the school is situate. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I submit, Sir, that this school ii 
in the district of Murshidabad, and as such the reply ought to hav< 
oome from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and not from the Hon’bh 
the Revenue Minister. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please say if no candidate could be available on a lower scale of pay ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government do 
not think so. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the nationality of the headmaster who is going 
tq be appointed P 

< 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Prohahlv 
European. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of appointing an Indian in his place? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No suitable 

Indian was available, and that is the reason why Government had to 
advertise the post and bring out an officer from Europe. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the minimum qualifications required for this post? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 
Sir. * 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, what is the 
technical training proposed to be imparted in institution ? 

c , * 

The “ B “**1GH ROY: I ask for notice, j 

Sir. * 
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Dr. NALWAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that this special pay 
has been provided to permit of somebody with military knowledge being 
brought out as headmaster?, * 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 


Muslims in district offices. 

•350. Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of appointing an Inquiry Com- 
mittee with one official and two non-official Muhammadans to enquire 
into the procedure and the grievances arising out of the paucity of 
the Mussalmans in regard to the upper division permanent appoint- 
ments in district offices ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Attention is 
invited to the answer given to unstarred question No. 205 asked by 
the same member on the 20th September, 1937. 


Superintendent of Milk Societies. 

•351. Mr. SHfB NATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Superin- 
tendent of Milk Societies has of late almost invariably accompanied the 
present Registrar of Co-operative Societies on tour? 

(b) Are the Government satisfied that there was necessity in every 
such instance for the Superintendent to accompany the Registrar? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what public 
duty did the Superintendent of Milk Societies go to Darjeeling thrice 
in the course of a month recently? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table copies 

of diaries of the Superintendent of Milk Societies since his appoint- 
ment? ' # 

(e) Is it not a fact that the appointment of the Superintendent of 
Milk Societies was sanctioned in order to promote the formation and 
development of milk societies and unions? 

(/) Is it not a fact that except the Calcutta Milk Societies Union and 
its affiliated societies which had already established their position when 
post of Superintendent of Co-operative Milk Societies was .^auc- 
tioned there has been^-no further expansibn in this direction and that 
the societies and unions since formed are either closed down or are in. 
a forbid condition? 
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% (g) Is tlie Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of abolitio: 

of the post of Superintendent of Milk Societies which is still a tempqrar 
one? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) iNo 

The Superintendent accompanied the Registrar only on ^three occasion 
out of 33 trips of the latter during the last twelve months. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) It is not correct that the Superintendent went to Darjeeling 
thrice in a month. He went on two occasions in the months of Ma^ 
and June last to confer with the Committee of Management of th< 
Darjeeling Milk Union regarding urgent measures for its rehabilitation 

(d) No. Diaries of public servants are confidential documents. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, on account of the general trade depression and the fall ijj 
the price of milk. 

(g) No. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the Superintendent in question was appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUULICK: Well, Sir 
lm. has been in this post for a little over a year. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether a sum of Rs. 27,000 has been the profit of this 
union this year, and whether it is entirely due to the able management 
of the Superintendent? 

The Hon’ble. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The profit 
of the union for the year 1936-37 has been Rs. 27,488, when this 
particular officer was in charge. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact whether a retired 
Accountant-General, Mr. Mohini Mohan Ghatak, who wds for some 
time Chairman of the Milk Union, reported against the administration 
of the Milk Union Society and particularly against the Superintendent 
concerned ? • */ 

The Hon'Bfe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware 4 5 of it, Sir. 

4 Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the 
year 1936, the profit of this society, prior to the appointment of this 

Superintendent, was only Rs. 130? ** 
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The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA .BEHARY MULLICK: The profit 
was Its. 117. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if the Superintendent is a relation of the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies ? 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that following that report of the Chairman — the then 
Chairman Mr. Mohini Mohan Ghatak — the Superintendent so managed 
affairs that this Chairman was ousted in the following year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am not 

aware of all these things, sir. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is fact that a number of contracts for the 
supply of milk to Government and public institutions has been secured 
by this Superintendent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is so, Sir. 

Settlement of Nayanadi-Rathkhola fishery. 

*352. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state in regard to the 
settlement of the fishery styled Nayanadi-Rathkhola bearing 1 Tauzi 
No. 6933 of the Faridpur Collectorate, whether it is a fact — 

(i) that on the 13th March, 1937, one Abdul Gani Majhi and 
another prayed by one application submitted before the 
Collector of Faridpur for getting notice of about the 
details of the settlement of the above fishery to be made for 
the year 19^7-38; 

(u) that a notice was issued calling upon the intending bidders or 
f settlement seekers to file petitions before the Khas Mahal 
Officer, Faridpur, by the 25th March, 1937, stating the 
amount of money which each set of bidders or settlement 
seekers would be ready to pay as revenue of the fishery; 

(iii) that different groups of fishing communities and other persons 
submitted applications — some of whom made an offer of 
Rs. 3,G0ff; 
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(iv) that Kobbatali Mai Bepari, Par&ba Nath Mala and 14 othe 

were also amongst one of these groups' of applicants wl 
were asked by the Kbas Mahal Officer, Faridpur, whethi 
they would be agreeable to— 

(1) pay the entire consideration money at once in advanc 
and 

(2) give up the fishery in favour of the Fishermen’s C< 
operative Society with its head office at Chandpi 
(Tippera), when it becomes registered; 

(v) that on the 3rd May, 1937, some of the applicants accepted tl 

abovementioned conditions by formal petition submitte 
before the Khas Mahal Officer; but 

(vi) that the Collector of Faridpur ordered on the 2nd June, 1931 

that the fishery be granted to the present lessee, Choudhur 
Jainuddin Ahmed, neither a fisherman by caste nor b 
profession, for a sum of Its. 2,000 only? 

(b) Is it a fact that according to rule 643, page 164, of the Benga 
Survey and Settlement Manual, 1935, the fishermen are entitled to i 
preference over others? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, do 'the Gbverninon 
contemplate the necessity of issuing definite instructions to the Collec 
toy of Faridpur to give effect to the said rule at the time of the nexl 
settlement of <,he said fishery? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) (i) On the 

27th February, 1937, Abdul Gani Majhi and three others submitted a 
petition for being given due notice of the auction sale of the fishery 
for 1937-38. 

(it) to ( v ) Yes. 

(vi) Yes, as there was no bona fide fisherman candidate having 
resources sufficient to enable him to run this big and important fishery 
on proper lines. 

(b) Yes. 

( c) The Board of Revenue will be asked to look into* this. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, with reference to his answer (a)(w), what 
he means by “'proper lines”? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They mean, Sir. 
proper and business-like management. 
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•353* Mr, DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately for the offices of the Magistrate-Collectors, 
Dacca and Myjnensingh,-— 

(i) the number of permanent and temporary clerks, belonging to 

the — 

(a) Scheduled castes, 

(b) Caste Hindus, and 

(c) Muhammadans; and 

(ii) the number of them that are natives of the districts? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
placed on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 353. 

Permanent. Temporary. 


(*) 


Mymensingh. 


lO 


{ii) 


(a) 


4 

5 

(b) 

. . 

101 

41 

(c) 

•• 

73 . 

41 

Scheduled castes 

.. 

4 

5 

Caste Hindus 

. . 

66 

24 

Muhammadans 

. . 

65 

41 

Dacca. 




(a) 

, . 

8 

5 

(*) 


92 

28 

(c) 


72 

14 

Scheduled castes * 


6 

5 

Caste Hindus 

, . 

77 

24 

Muhammadans 

, , 

60 

13 


Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: If candidates from the scheduled castes 
^ ike standard of qualification demanded for the appointment be avail- 
ible, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly consider their case as a special 
&se ? . 


Mr - SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 
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Scheduled castes in Mymensingh criminal courts.' 

•354. Mr. MONMOHAN DASs \a) Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Bevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of appointments made in the criminal courts 
of the Mymensingh district in the years 1936 and 1937; 
and 

(ii) the number of appointments held by the caste Hindus, 
scheduled castes and Muhammadans specifically in the said 
district at present? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering it an immediate necessity to 
make up the deficiency in the services by giving special facility to the 
scheduled caste candidates? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY 

PRASAD SINGH 

ROY: (a)— 

. 

Permanent. Temporary. 

(i) 1936 

8 

6 

1937 to August 

... 15 

48 

(ii) Caste Hindus 

* ... 101 

41 

Scheduled castes 

4 

5 

Muhammadans 

... 73 

41 


ib) No, as in this district suitable candidates from the scheduled 
castes are seldom found. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: If candidates from the scheduled castes 
in the district of Mymensingh of the standard of qualification as 
•demanded be available, will the Hon’ble Minister kindly see that their 
cases are specially considered and they are provided with some appoint- 
ments ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I submit, Sir, 
this, too, is a hypothetical question, but I can answer the question in 
the affirmative. 

Vending Excise Shops. 

*355. Mr. A. M. ABDJUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state the 
number of excise shops (district by district) in the Province including 
those in Calcutta P 

(6)How many of them are nyi by Musalmans aiid how many by , 
mfembers of scheduled castes (district by district) and the percentage | 
of each in each district including Calcutta? 
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(c) If the percentage of both Musalmans and scheduled castes is far 
elow that of their respective population strength, what is it due to ? 

( d ) Is it due to dearth of candidates from these two communities? 

(e) If not, what the Government propose to do bring the percentage 
) the population strength? 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (h) and (b) A statement is 
iid on the Library table. 

(c), (d) and (e) where the percentage happens to be low, it arose 
row dearth of suitable candidates at the time of settlement of the 
iops. There is no discrimination either in favour of or ^against any 
articular community in granting licenses. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: In view of the low percentage of 
[ussalman vendors, w T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
le question of granting them better facilities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: It depends on the 
ualifi cations, Sir. 

Mr. A* M. ABDUL HAMID: Is there any dearth of Mussalman 
mdidates now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I do not kn<fw, 

• * 

ir. 

Reserved posts. 

*356. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
i charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to lay on 
ie table a statement showing : — 

(i)number of reserved posts in this province as per section 246(7) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, as also those contem- 
plated under section 259(7) and section 305(2) of the Act; 

{n) nature or character of thees posts under each department 
separately; 

( n 0 the total amount of money charged on the revenues of the pro- 
vince on account of each of the above posts in the current 
year; 

( tv ) which of thesg posts, if any, were at any time during the last 
ten years held by officers other than those specially provided 
for in the new Act ; and • 

( v ) which of these posts are newly created either after or in con- 
nection with the introduction of the reformed constitution? 
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* The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i)'and (u), (iv) and 
(v) The rules contemplated by section 246 (1) have not yet been issued 
and in*the meantime the position remains as before the commence- 
ment of Part III of the Act so far as reservation of posts is concerned. 

(in) the member is referred to the particulars of charged expendi- 
ture given in the Budget Estimate. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the number of Civil Servants that 
have to be maintained out of the revenues of this province has been 
increased since the inauguration of the new Reforms? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the number of I. M. S. officers has been 
increased during the period the new Reforms have been inaugurated. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This question relates to 
a department which is not under my special cognizance, and so I am 
unable to answer it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. My 
question specifically deals with the number of reserved posts in this 
province as per section 246 ( 1 ) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
where there is a provision for certain classes of reserved posts. I 
understand and I know very well that these posts are not under the 
departments of the Hon’ble the Home Minister, but my question is 
about the number that has been allotted to this province, and I 
suppose that that is entirely within his province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter for the Medical Department, and 
that is why the Hon’ble the Home Minister expresses his inability to 
answer this question. 

# 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: They are ‘merely to see what the 
Medical Department requires. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no, I know nothing 
about what number of I. M. S. officers are allotted to this province. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’Jble * Minister be 
pleased to state 4 whether the number of I. M. S. officers under t e 
Inspector-General of Prisons has been increased after 1st January 

1937 P 
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The Hon’We -Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I do not 
think so. 


Wakf estates in Mymensingh. 

*357. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon ble Minis. 

rer in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of wakf estates in the district of Mymensingh; 

(ii) the annual expenditure incurred for the maintenance of the 

Board of Wakfs (salaries of the staff, etc., and the estab- 
lishment costs to be shown separately year by year) ; 

(iii) whether all the provisions of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934, 

have been enforced with regard to the following wakf 
estates in the Tangail subdivision— 

(1) Wajed Ali Wakf Estate, 

(2) Md. Haidar Ali Wakf Estate, 

(3) Delduar Wakf Estate, 

(4) Dhanbari Nawab Wakf Estate, and 

(5) Pakulla Wakf Estate? 

(b) If the reply to (a) (in) is in the affirmative — 

(0 what steps have been taken by the Board of Wnkfs for the 
proper administration of'Hhose wakf estates; and 

(n) whether any steps have been taken by the Board for ensuring 
the proper application of the income of the said Vakf estates 
to the objects for which these wakfs were created? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) By courtesy of the 
commissioner of Wakfs, I am in a position to reply to this question. 

(0 187. 

(ii) The Wakf Act came into force in March 1936. The expendi- 
ture for 1936-67, is as follows : — 


Establishment 
Law charges 

Travelling allowance of officers 
Travelling allowance of members 
Contingencies * 


Rs. a. p. 
40,178 2 9 
2,257 6 0 
508 8 6 
587 2 0 
8,977 0 9 


Total .. 52408 4 0 


(vii) Yes. 
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(b) (i) and (it) The Board of Wakfs is taking suitable action unde 
the Act in all cases of mis-management and mal-administrations brough 
to light. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble # Minister h 
pleased to state that Delduar Wakf estate and some of the othe: 
Wakf estates are mainly conducted simply by. non-Muslim nayabs? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tliai 
some mutwalis who fought in the last election spent lavishly ai 
random without giving any account of their respective wakf fund? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the administration of the Wakf is 
concerned that is not a matter within the cognizance of the House in 
view of the fact that Wakf Department is a separate body which deals 
with the detailed administration of the Wakf Estates. You can put 
question on the general administration of the department. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : How many of these are public 
wakfs? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question has been answered. 

<Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: W r ill the Honhle Minister be 
pleased to stat£ who is the matawali of the Dhanbari Nawab Wakf 
Estate and its annual income? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have explained above Government are 
responsible for- the general policy of the wakf estates and you can put 
questions about. But detailed administration of the wakf estates 
does not come in. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any amount is spent for religious^ charity and for 
the benefit of the people? 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry the House will stultify itself if it 
has to answer questions relating to public bodies. You cannot pat 
such questions. 

Mr. ABDULM-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Honhle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the income meant for public utility and 
religious purposes is actually spent? 

•* 0 

Mr SPEAKER: That question hardly arises, because it is outside 
the scope of the question now before the House. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* Will the Huu uie Minister be 
ileaaed to state whether all the 187 wakf estates are enrolled or 
rhether there are other wakfs besides these? 


The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU(f: All these estates are 
nrolled. Those which are not enrolled we have no information. 

Realisation of exemption fees from defaulting estates at Noakhali. 

*358, Maulvi 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
-linister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state on 
duit principle exemption fees are realised from defaulting estates in 
evenue sales held under the Noakhali Collectorate? 

(b) Is it a fact that the proportion of fines varies in different cases 
ii this district? 

(r) Is it a fact that fines exceeding even 25 per cent of the arrears in 
umie csases were levied exemption fees by the present Collector of Noa- 
diali in the revenue sale held in June last, such as lot Nos. 21, 44, 191, 
>U4, 210 and many others? 

{(1) Is it a fact that about 25 per cent of the estates which had been 
put up for sale in the Revenue sale held in June last were away as 
defaulting* proprietors were unable to pay the fines imposed upon them? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Depart- 
ment, in reply to a question put to him during the 42ncP session of the 
Bengal Legislative Council held between 24th August to the 8th Sep- 
tember, 1933 (Volume 42, No. 3, page 39) stated that the exemption 
fee ordinarily not exceeding 2 per cent, of the arrears was being realised 
though the Collectors had discretion to impose fine up to 25 per cent, of 
the arrears? 

(/) Is it a fact that many raiyati holding under khas mahal were put 
up to revenue sale by the Collector of Noakhali in the revenue sale held 
in T une last in contravention of the provision of the Act VII of 1868 ? 

( g ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling of 
discontent and hardship over the realisation of every heavy fines as 
exemption fees from the defaulting proprietors at Noakhali? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising 
the rules and fixing a maximum of fine not exceeding 5 per cent of the 
arrears ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Exemption 

from defaulting estates in revenue sales are assessed on the principle 
•aicl down in note 10 under section 18 of the Bengal Land’Revene Sales 
Act , Act XI of 1859. 
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( b ) Yes. The proportion of exemption fees varies in * different 
cases according to the number of previous defaults made by the proprie. 
tors and other circumstances. A good deal of discretion is allowed to 
the Collector in this matter. 

(c) Where the defaults are very small, the fine may„exceed 25 per 
cent, of the arrears in certain cases. 

(d) No. 

( e ) What he said was — 

“Ordinarily the fee should not exceed 25 per cent, of the arrears, 
but for the present an amount ordinarily not exceeding 2 
per cent, is charged . ” 

(/) No. Only 11 tenancies recorded in the Settlement records as 
raiyats were sold under Act YII of 1868. These were actually tenures 
as defined in that Act and had rentals of over Es. 50 in each case. 

(g) No. 

(h) No. but they will endeavour to ensure that the rules are not 
administered too harshly. 

Board of Wakfs Employees. 

*359. Khan Sahib MAULANA AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the following parti- 
culars : — 

• (i) total number of employees under the Board of Wakfs; 

(ii) grades of their services ; 4 

(in) their districts of domicile; and 

(iv) dates of their appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQS By courtesy of the Com- 
missioner of Wakfs, I am in a position to reply to this question. 

(») 43. 

(ii) Officers 

Assistants (salaried) 

Copyists (non-salaried) 

Temporary assistants 
Menials 

Orderly peons and 
peons 
Dai try 

Process peons 
Durwan 

Total 

(Hi) and (iv) A statement is laid on the library table. 
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Baherak 8atyasram at Dacca. 

*360. Mr BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
itate whether 4 - 

( a ) There was an institution known as Baherak* Satyasram at 
Jacca ? 

(b) it was a Congress organisation under the Dacca District Con- 
gress Committee? 

(c) It was put under a ban during the last Civil Disobedience 
Movement. 

(d) The ban on the said Baherak Satyasramlias bet been lifted? 

(e) The Police took possession of Asram premises with all the houses 
itanding thereon, and the things and articles of use found therein? 

(/) There were six houses of corrugated-iron standing thereon, if 
lot, how many houses, of what description were there? 

\g) All the houses thereon were subsequently sold by the Police? 

(h) If the reply to clause (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) to whom was it sold; 

(ii) at what price was it sold; # 

(m) whether the price was adequate; 

{iv) whether they were sold at public auction; 

(v) how many bidders were there, if they were sold at public auc- 

tion; 

(vi) under whose orders were they sold; 

(' m ) under the provisions in which they were sold; and 

(viii) what became of the money obtained by the sale? 

• 

(i) If the reply to clause ( e ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(7) there was any search list prepared of the things, articles and 
the houses found and taken possession of by the Police; 

(2) what happened to the things and article of use found 
therein; and 

03) under whose occupation are the land and premises of the 
Baherak Satyasram at present? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja »ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Yes. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) The ban has not been removed. 

' ' c 

(e) The Police took possession of the Asram premises with houses 
standing thereon. The houses are reported to have been empty. , 

(/) There were wour structures — two with tiled roofs, one with a 
roof of corrugated-iron and another with a thatched roof. 

(9) Yes. 

( h ) and ( i ) The bid sheet is not now available. 

(it) The materials were sold for Rs. 198-10. 

(Hi) This asks for an expression of opinion. 

(iv) The materials were sold at public auction. 

(r) As no bid sheet is available, it cannot be said how many bidders 
were present. 

(vi) The District Magistrate. 

(vii) and (viii) and (i) (1) and (2) The first report of the District 
Magistrate has necessitated a further reference to him and as his reply 
cannot be received during the present session, the information, when 
obtained, will be communicated to the member. 

( i ) (3) The land is in the possession of Government. 

i 

i 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNtfU: Is it a fact that bid sheets are 
reserved for 12 years, and if so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the bid sheets are not available? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Government are considering the desirability 
of returning the land and premises of the Baherak Satyasram to the 
gentleman -to whom it belonged? « 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the lands are still m 
possession of Government, then in pursuance of their general policy 
this will be taken into consideration. 

«r. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the I^onble Minister 
aware that house is an immoveable property? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. 
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Mr. HH1RENDRA HATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Mini ster 
be pleased to state 4 under what law immoveable property is soldP 

The Horfble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Only moveable 
property was sold. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Can a thatched hut be sold? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja* Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the report of the District Magistrate which 
has necessitated a further reference to him in connection with answers 
(vh), (viii) and ( i ) (I) and (2)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Apprentices in the office of the Administrator-General and Official 
Trustee of Bengal. 

*361. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of Judicial and Legislative Department aware that 
some persons, recruited by competive examination as an apprentice in 
the office* of the Administrator-General and Official Trustee of Bengal 
are serviig without any fixed remuneration or with nominal remunera- 
tion for about three years ? * 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in* the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the number of those unpaid apprentices; 

( ii ) how many years will it take to absorb this number; 

{in) whether they are paid annually or half-yearly; and 

(iv) what is the average amount each gets per month? 

(c) Is there any other office under the Government of Bengal where 
there is a system of taking such unpaid apprentices and of taking ser- 
v ice without any fixed allowance? 

(d) Is there ‘‘Leave Reserve” system in the said office like other 
offices of the Government? 

( e ) Is it a fact — 

j (t) that they have to attend office daily and work regularly like 
[ other permanent hands of the office subject to the some 

Fundamental Rules; but 

(ii) that the whole period of their services are not counted ^.fter 
their confirmation? 



2202 


QUESTIONS. 


[30m 'San*., 


(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering it desirable — 

(i) to abolish the present crude system; and 

(ii) to arrange for certain fixed allowance to be paid to them 

monthly P . 

MINI8TER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur); ( a ) 

Recruitment to permanent clerical staff of the establishment of the 
Administrator-General and Official Trustee, Bengal, is made by selec- 
tion from unpaid apprentices who sit for examination to be admitted as 
such. These men get no pay and work voluntarily for their training. 
They are permitted to work in leave vacancies and whilst so acting draw 
officiating pay at Rs. 40 per mensem. 

The period of their employment as unpaid apprentices is generally 
less than three years but the actual length of time is dependent on 
vacancies which ordinarily occur on deaths or retirements of permanent 
men. 

(h) ( i ) The number now employed is ten. 

(ii) It is impossible to say as vacancies are dependent on deaths 
and retirements. 

(iii) They draw their officiating pay periodically as and when the 
necessary bills for officiating pay are submitted to and passed by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal. 

\iv) The average individual monthly officiating pay worked out in 
terms of man-months during the calendar year 1936 came to Rs. 13-8-8. 
This amount would vary in the same proportion as leave vacancies occur 
which also vary from month to month. 

(c) I am not aware of any. 

( d ) No. 

(e) (i) Yes. They are not subject to the Fundamental Rules. 
They are granted casual leave and extraordinary leave without allow- 
ance when necessary. 

(ii) The period of their service as unpaid apprentices count after 
their confirmation towards increment of pay bu t t not towards pension. 

(/) (i) and (ii) I propose to examine the question. 

Muslim appointments. 

*362. Mr. AS1MUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister m 
charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to state 
whether Government contemplates a revision of their orders relating 
to the percentage of appointments of Muhammadans in the Rajsha h 



QUESTIONS. 


937 . ] 4 

)acca and Chittagong Divisions in the Upper and Lower Division 
fierical Service fixing the ratio of "each district on population basis and 
estricting the appointments to the domiciled candidates of the district 
oneerned ? . 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, but Government are 
ulling to consider any representation which gives reasonable grounds 
or considering that existing orders are unfair. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state what is the percentage of Moslems in the Divisions of 
tajshahi, Chittagong and Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I asked for notice. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Managing Committee of the Domar Government-aided High English 
„ School, Rangpur. 

303. Mt. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Is *he 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the # Education Department aware that 
in a meeting of the parents and guardians for electing representatives 
in the Managing Committee of the Domar Government-aided High 
English School, district Rangpur, Babu Karuna Kanta Saha has been 
elected a member? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Rangpur has asked 
the Secretary of the Domar High English School to remove Babu 
Kanina Kanta Saha from the Committee and to co-opt another person 
in his place? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what grounds the elected 
member, Babu Karuna Kanta Saha, may be removed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The District Magistrate, Rangpur, did not approve of the elec- 
tion of Babu Karuna Kanta Saha as a member of the Domar High 
English School and asked the Secretary to select another member in 
Earuna Babu’s place. « 

' c ) Babu Karuna Kanta Saha has been removed on public grounds. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference 
answer ( b ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tb state under whi 
law or rule the District Magistrate approves or disapproves of \ 
election of the members of the Managing Committee? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Departmental ru 

empower the District Magistrate to do so. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Communication and Works Departmei 

304. Khan Sahib Mauh/i S. ABDUR RAUF: (a) Is the Hon’l 
Minister in charge of the Communication and Works Departing 

aware — * 

* 

* (i) of the paucity of Muslims in the Communication and Woi 
(Communication and Building) Department; and 

(ii) that there is already a circular that practical training shou 
be given to Muslims in the department for appointment 
trained Muslims to suitable posts? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’l: 
Minister be pleasefl to state — * 

(i) what steps have been taken to give effect to that circular; 

v (ii) hbw many Muslim apprentices have been or are being train* 
uprn the department; and 

(iii\ how many of them have *been given appointments? 

(c^Is/the Hon'ble Minister aware that .there is a circular to ti 
effect that so long as the percentage v of Muslims in his departmei 
does not come up to the mark, no men of other communities skon 
be taken in? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’b 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present number of , Muslim officers (excludin 

menials and mis tries) in his department; and 

(ii) what is their present percentage? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the Western (Electrical 

Division . 3 Muhammadans who were successively taken in as csti 
mators have been dismissed by the Superintending Engineer one afte 
another? , 

* J (/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what are the ground 
of* the dismissal ? 



QUESTIONS. 


2265 


1937.} 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimtazar: 

f a) (i) Yes. The chief reason is the dearth of Moslems possessing 
iece&sary technical qualifications. The percentage of Moslems in the 
various services is, however, gradually increasing. 

(it) Yes, in regard to posts in the Electrical Circle. 

0 

(b) (i) Moslem candidates are taken in as apprentices in the Elec- 
trical Circle. 

(ri) Eight during the last 2 years. 

{iii) Six left within a short time ; the remaining two are still under 
training. 

( c ) No. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) and (/) The Superintending Engineer did not dismiss any of 
them; the orders of discharge were passed by two different Executive 
Engineers. The first and the third appointees were discharged for 
inefficiency, while the second one had to bo discharged on medical 
grounds. The post was ultimately filled up bv a Muhammadan. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d)*f unsiartod question; ]$Q ; 304. 



Bengal 
Engineering 
Service — 
Assistant 
Engineers, 
including 
Electrical. 

Subordinate 
Engineering 
Service- 
Upper Sub- 
ordinates, 
Overseers 
and Lower 
Subordinates 
including 
Electrical. 

Clerical *! 
establish- v: 
ment. 

- 

JF ork , 

, • Charged 
~ staff 
{esvtuding 
jfhenials and 
mistries.) 

(i) Total number 

5 

30 

150 

28 

°f Moslem 





officers. 





(ii) Percentage . . 

12 

23 

30 

12 * 







Parcel clerk of Eastern Bengal Railway, Ranaghat station. 


305- Mr. «|. >1. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
^ the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased to state if it is a 
a °t ^at the parcel clerk of Eastern Bengal Railway, Ranaghat station, 
74 




QUESTIONS. 


[30th 'Sept,, 

has mad© a petition to the District Magistrate, Nadia, and to the Com- 
missioner, Presidency Division, against the -Subdivisional Magistrate, 
Ranaghat, for abusing and insulting the parcel clerk and goods clerk 
on the 2nd June, 1937? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what step has 
been taken by both the Commissioner \nd the District Magistrate in 
the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that 

the Subdivisional Magistrate, Ranaghat, put the nephew of the goods 
clerk of Ranaghat station of Eastern Bengal Railway in the lock-up 
of the Government Railway Police thana, Ranaghat, on the 2nd June 
1937? * k 

( d ) If so, why? % 

7 The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) At a conference held at Ranaghat on the 14th July, 1937, at 

which the District Magistrate of Nadia, the Subdivisional Officer of 
Ranaghat and the District Traffic Superintendent, Calcutta, Eastern 
Bengal Railway, were present, it was unanimously decided that the 
affair should be considered as closed to the satisfaction of all parties 
concerned. > 

^ . 

(c) No. The goods clerk’s nephew was not confined in the lock-up 
of^the Railway Police. 

( d ) Does not arisen 

t : « 

Mr. J. R. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased io stale 
with reference -to answer (c) whether it is a fact that the Subdivisional 
Magistrate' of Ranaghat tendered apology? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, it is not correct. 
Grant-in-aid Rules. 

306. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that grant-in-aid rules 
.require the madrasahs to maintain a higher scale of expenditure and 
a higher rate of fees ? 

(6) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into these matters to remove the 
grievances by changing the subsisting rules ? 

Yhe Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi (a) Regarding scale oi 
expenditure: No, except in the case of jynior madrasahs where ^ e 
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prescribed scale is* However, not enforced in view of the inadequacy of 
the grant-in-aid allotment. The comparative scales are as follows : — 


Minimum. 


Rs. 

High school • ... ... 540 

Middle English school ... ... 150 

High madrasah ... ... 460 

Junior madrasah ... ... 205 

Regarding rates of fees — No. 

„ f fS 

The comparative rates are shown below: — 


Class. 

High school 
(aided). 

Middle 
English 
school (aided). 

High madrasah 
(aided.) 

Junior 

madrasah 

(aided). 

> 

Rs. 

a. 

Rs. a. 

Rs. a. 

Rs. a. 

X 

3 

0 

. .. 

3 0 


ix • 

3 

0 


3 0 

, , 

VIII 

2 

8 

, , 

2 8 

• • 

VII 

2 

8 


2 8 

* % 

VI 

2 

0 

2 0 

[ 2 4 

1 8 

V 

2 

0 

. 1 12 

2 0 

1 4 

IV 

1 

8 

1 8 

18, 

* 1 0 

III 

1 

8 

1 0 

1 8v 

0 12 

II 



0 12 


.0 8 

I(«) 


. 

0 8 

. . 

0" 6 

(b) 



0 8 


0 4 


(b) Does not arise. 


Number of ordinary . Debt Settlement Boards in Mymensingh. 

307. MauJvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL:) (a) Will the. Hon’bW 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Ordinary DefeSettlement Boards established in 
the district of Mymensingh up till now; 

{ii) how many of them have. been invested with powers under sec- 
tions 0(2), 13(2) and 19(f)(6^ 
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(tti) if the answer to question (it) be in the negative, will the 
Government please state the reasons therefor; 

(tv) how many applications from fhe members of the village co- 
operative societies have been received by these boards up 
till now ; 

(v) how many of those applications have been forwarded to the 
department for the approval of the* prescribed authority; and 
(■ vi ) in how many of’ these cases approval has been accorded and in 
how many cases approval withheld? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that court-fees at the rate of 2 
pei* cent, on the amount determined under section 18(2) to be paid 
equally by the debtor® and the creditors under the rules are in practice 
being realised from the debtors alone ? 

(c) If so, do the Government contemplate to check this practice in 
future? 

(d) Is the Government aware that the Collector of Mymensingh 
has issued an instruction enjoining upon the cash payment of the first 
instalment in addition *o the payment of the full quota of the court-fees 
under the rules? 

(e) Is the Government aware that this instruction is working very 
hard upon the debtors? 

> (f) If so, do the Government intend to take any steps for removing 
the hardship caused? - c 

Thtfffon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) 436 

(vi) None. 

(Hi) No recommendations have been received from the local authori- 
ties. 

(iv) to (vi) The information desired by the hon’ble member is not 
available and cannot be obtained without an undue expenditure of time, 
labour and money which Government regret they are unable to under- 
lake. 

(b) It is not a fact that fees are realised from debtors alone. 

* (c) Does not arise. 

(d) The Collector with my approval has advised that with a view 
to encouraging creditors to come to reasonable terms an initial lump 
payment should where possible j^e arranged to prove the bona fides of 
the debtor. No compulsion is used to enforce any agreement to 
lump payment. 

(e) and (/) Do not arise. 
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government contributions to the Calcutta University from 1921 to 1937. 

308. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I3RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
the contributions made from the Provincial revenues to the Calcutta 
University from 1921 to 1937, year by year? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to Mate — 

(i) the! number of professors, lecturers, assistant lecturers and 

demonstrators, part-time and whole-time, and the number of 
Muslims in all these posts; and 

(ii) the total number of employees of the University in the clerical 

staff and the number of Muslims therein? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is placed 
on the Library table. 

(b) A statement is placed on the table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 308 » 


(. 1 ) Post-graduate Department — 

(1) Professor^ 

(2) Lecturers 

(3) Honorary Lecturers 

(4) Part-time' Lecturers 

(5) Assistant Lecturers 

(2) Law College — 

(1) Whole-time Piofessor .. 

(2) Part-time Professors . . 

(3) Office — 

(1) Officers 

(2) Assistants 


Total Number. Muslim. 

. . 23—1 (Honorary) 2 

..92 6 

..25 2* 

. . 61 * 3 

. . *27—1 (Honorary) 

1 (Principal) 

..30 2 

..7 

..180 2 


* Including Undergraduate Instructors. 


Average annual cost per student in each Government college. 


309. Dr. H. C. MOOKHERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

(?) the average anriual cost per student in each Government college; 
and * 

(it) the average annual cost $>er student in each Government ^igh 
school? 
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^ Tile Hlft’Wa Mr. A| K, ^FAZLUL HUQ: Statements are laid on 
the iibrary table. 

* - > 

Annual breathes in the embankment of the river Cumti in Tippera 

district. 

310. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (a) Is 4 the Hon’ be Minister in 
charge of the Cojnmunication and Works (Irrigation) Apartment aware 
of the untold miseries $md severe losses of the people living on the 
right side bank of the river Gumti in the district of Tippera, on account 
of annual breaches in the embankment of the said river during the 
rainy season? 

. (b) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to engage an 
expert to examine tbe past history of the breaches and to devise means 
for future protection? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Breaches occur almost annually and some damage is caused to crops. 

(b) The matter has already been examined by the experts of Govern- 
ment and the construction of an escape on the Gumti bank with the 
object .of disposing of a portion of tbe flood and giving some relief to 
tbe affected area, is under consideration. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference* to answer ( b ) when matter was 
examined by an expert of Government? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot give the exact date. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasim- 
bazar: I am afraid I cannot do so either. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long the construction of an escape is under 
consideration ? 

v The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar. 

I do not know when the scheme was originally started, but I * lB , 
that the department is now making enquiries into the matter. 1 
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iuits for the enhancement of rent in different oourts of the lehr 
subdivision of Bakarganj after 1st January, 1937. 

311. Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MAN DAL: "Will th* Hoh/lle 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
o lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of suits for enhancement of rent instituted in 

different courts of the Sadar subdivision of Bakarganj 
district after the first day of January, 1937. 

(ii) the number of cases in which enhancement has been granted; 

(Hi) the number of cases in which enhancement has not been 
granted; and 

(iv) the number of suits that are still pending? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

i) 150. 

(ii) 10. 

(Hi) 65. 

(iv) 66. 


Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MAN DAL: With reference to answer 
[ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what ^re the grounds 
for enhancement of rate in 19 cases? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is not a matter for me to reply. 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the minimum and maximum rates of enhance- 
ment that have been granted in those cases? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That does not govern the question. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minster be 
pleased to state if Government is going to stop this enhancement? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

mt does not concern my department. 
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Names and numbers df the unlawful Congress' organisations. 

312. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs (a) WiU the Hon’b 
Minister in -charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased i 
state the number and names of Congress organisations— *primary, sul 
divisional or district — which are still unlawful? 

( b ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased" to state if there are sti 
any other unlawful organisations than the Congress? 

(c) If the answer to clause ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’b 
Minister be pleased to name those organisations? 

( d ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons fc 
keeping them unlawful after the Oiyil Disobedience Movement has bee 
called off? 

( e ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of order in 
an immediate withdrawal of the ban upon these organisations? 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) A statemen 
is placed on the Library table. 

(d) The associations were kept under the ban after the Civil Dis 
obedience Movement ceased because their continued activities wen 
prejudicial to public interests. 

( e ) The policy of Government in this, as in other matters, is on< 
of progressive amelioration, and removal of the ban will be considerec 
in due course. « 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the continued activities with respect tc 
Abhoy Ashram which was prejudicial to the public insterest? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This refers to incidence 
that happened long before. This Government is not responsible for 
it. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Comilla Abhoy Ashram is under any ban at 
the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is not the present Government 
responsible for the continuation of the order? 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I 'have said, the 
continuation of the order of the previous Government is a I1,atter 
which is under consideration. 
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Dr. Suresh Chandra Boee. 


> 


313. Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: (a) Will the HonHble 
Minister in dh^rge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state — • 

(i) that on the 9th March, 1933, Dr. Suresh Chandra Bose was 

arrested by Nawabgang police under section 109, Criminal 
Procedure Code; 

(ii) that subsequently the case against him under section 109, 

Criminal Procedure Code, was withdrawn and he was prose- 
cuted under section 17 (-?), Criminal Law Amendment Act 
(XIV of 1908), and was acquitted on appeal by the Sessions 
Judge; and 

(Hi) that medicines, medical instruments and books belonging to 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Bose were seized by the police on the 
10th March, 1933, from the house of Mr. Upendra Chandra 
Das of Kalakopa and sold away by the Government? 


(i b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state for what reasons 
and under what law the abovementioned medicines, instruments, etc., 
were seized fropi a private house and sold? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) and ( b ) In connection with the case against Dr. Bose, ntedi- 
cines and books, etc., believed to be the property <S the Samsabad 
Ahhoy Asram, which was declared an unlawful association, were seized 
by the police on the 10th March, 1933, from the house of one Upendra 
Chandra Saha of Rajarampur (Kalakopa) to which they had been sur- 
reptitiously removed. The medicines were sold by Government. I 
understand that Dr. Suresh Chandra Bose was the custodian of the 
property of the unlawful association. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Abhoy Ashram is purely an educational 
institution? t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Honble Minister 
bn pleased to state what connection has Dr. Bose had with the educa- 
tional institution? 

The Hon’ble* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The properties belonged 
^ the Ashram and they were taken away by the doctor and 9 kept 
hidden in a certain place. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minist* 
be pleased to state whether the medicines and books belonged to th 
doctor or to the Ashram P 

* t. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NA21MUDDIN: The medidfces and bool 
were properties of the Ashram which was declared an nnlawfi 
association. 


Adjournment motion. 

/ ^ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJtUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
ask for your leave to move an adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I might say that I received notice of this, a 
you know, just only five minutes before the House sat and it was no 
possible for me within that time to get authentic informatior 
because your report was based on newspaper information and befor 
I give my consent I must have authentic information on the subject 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I enquire if your decision i 
to be given on your having been satisfied as to the authenticity o 
the particular report? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will have to be satisfied regarding the allega 
tiorfs made in the adjournment motion. If the House continues, ] 
will consider whether I will give *ny consent. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH, ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. I reserve 
in} comments on this motion which I propose to make after the otkei 
members have spoken. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we would like to know the 
financial implication of the passing of this Bill. The Government of 
India Afet saya. that if there is any financial expenditure involved 
upon the revenues of the province, certain special procedures h aTe 
got to be followed. The Hon’ble Finance Minister is away from the 
House and I do not know if he has taken your leave. * In his absence* 
will c any Hon’ble Minister explain to us what the financial implied 
tions are? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You assume financial implications but Govern- 
ment do not do so. 

r » 

Dr. NALt(fAK8HA SANYAL: But tbe revenues of the province 
be affected. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will get your answer later on. 

I tbink it will be convenient if I now adjourn for prayer. I think 
it will meet the wishes of all sections of the House if I announce that 
T do not want to sit late this evening, and I propose, if possible, other 
things remaining the same, to bring this debate to a close at 7 o’clock. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes. 


After adjournment. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the dis- 
cussions that have taken place in this House during the past few days 
il is clear that there is a strong desire on the part of the members of 
this House to raise the economic condition of the people of this pro- 
vince. Sir, that is a desire which animates the people and the legis- 
lators. But before measures are adopted it is usual to make a careful 
investigation of the circumstances in which the people of the country 
are placed t<5 find out as to where the disease lies and then to devise 
means to cure the disease. • 

In the present case there has been no proper investigation made in 
which persons representing different interests have had an opportunity 
ti place their views for consideration. Sir, it has been stated that the 
question of relationship between the landlord and the tenants in Bengal 
is an age-old question and that no special enquiry is necessary. With 
the change and progress of time it has from time to time been found 
necessary to alter the land laws of Bengal. But whenever there has 
been any alteration, that alteration has been preceded by a very care- 
ful enquiry, so that the economic interests of the province as a whole 
do not suffer and that no particular class is placed in a position of undue 
difficulty. Sir, it has been stated that there has been rack-renting, 
lb at the tenant is unable to pay the rent that he has in the ordinary 
course to pay to the landlord. There has been no proper enquiry in 
ihe presence of the representatives of the tenants or in the presence 
°f those who receive t rents from the tenants, to ascertain what tjie 
income of the tenant* is and what is his capacity to pay rent. The 
flon’ble Revenue Minister in the course of his remarks addressed from 
fiuie to time to this House during the debate on this Bill has stated that 
tbe tenant has to pay one-tenth of his income. If that is so, it is a 
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material question to be considered. If the tenants wanted relief, it was 
for him to show as the result of a proper enquiry in which all parties 
interested should be represented that h£ has to pay an undue propor. 
tion of his income as rent. There has been no such enquiry. The dig. 
cussion of this Bill has -been pusned through, as has been pointed oui 
by many members of this House, with a great amount o5f hurry. Sir, 
the hurry has been such that we have had the unique spectacle of the 
provisions of the Bill as originally drafted by Government, suddenly 
undergoing important changes which have varied the chaff&Cter of the 
legislation, on at least four occasions. In addition to the xifLaaages no 
effected by Government in the course of consideration of the -measure 
before the House, the members of this House , have brought in a large 
number of amendments which have also altered the character of the 
measure to a great extent. Sir, as I have painted out, the economic 
uplift of the province is the object of all of us. We want that our 
people, cultivators and small holders, should be in a position of economic 
Strength and stability, and we have to adopt the right means to attain 
that end. We have introduced provisions which will give the ran at 
unrestricted facilities of alienating holdings; there is practically no 
restraint left on him. The result will be, what we can easily contem- 
plate, that he is likely to come into the hands of money-lenders and 
persons who can buy him up and he will gradually tend to disappear. 
Sir, taking the figures of the Census of 1921 and 1931 We find that 
while the number of landless agricultural labourers in this province in 
1921 was 18 lakhs only, in 1931 the number of landless labourers rose 
to £7 lakhs. We want the labouring population of oufr province to 
prosper, and this is a situation which we cannot but look upon with 
disquietude. Sir, I may also call your attention to some other figures. 
The tenants who cultivated their lands were 92 lakhs in 1921 and only 
60 lakhs in 1931. I am told that in this last mentidbed figure there 
may be some difference, inasmuch as there was a different system of 
classification in 1931 from what it was in 1921, but as regard growth 
in the number of landless agricultural labourers there is no doubt. 
Neither the Government nor the members who have supported this 
matter have cast a thought of making any detailed enquiry as to why 
this state of things has happened. Sir, I regret the manner in uhwb 
this Bill was discussed. You are laying the foundation or rather 
seeking to lay rihe foundation for a stable peasantry for your province. 
You cannot lose your mental balance while doing so. If you do 
you Jdo not do the thing that you jwanted to do. It requires calm 
consideration and judgment and it does not matter if some time ]S 
taken for such- consideration. Other countries have adopted a 
gear’s or a ten year’s plan. They gave their closest atteiffion b’ 
possibilities and circumstances of their countries arid then adop 
the pleasures, best suited for the economic uplift of the people. 0 . 
ing of the kind has been done here. We have groped almost in the ( fl 
and we do not know where we hftve 'fended ourselves. 
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Sir, then M regards the specific provisions of the enactment, I sub- 
mit that, whether it was right or whether it was wrong, for two cen- 
turies it has been admitted that the rights of a certain section of the 
people who have been called *4ke , superior landlords have existed; it 
may be that such kind of right should not have grown, but the fact that 
\ V e have to fhce is that there were these rights. Those rights were 
lecognised and confirmed in 1793. Sir, whether there is recognition 
oi those rights or not, the fact is that- a certain section of the people 
Love been -placed in the position of reyenue-pavers to Government; and 
they h&Ve to pay whether there was drought or whether there were 
floods or whether there were crops or no crops. The payments of 
revenue by fixed instalments were made compulsory. Let us consider 
for one moment whether it has done to the province any good or not. 
Sir, we have other provinces in India in which this system, does not 
prevail, but those 4;hat have studied the economic condition of the peas- 
antry of those provinces -know very well that the condition of the peas- 
antry there is certainly not- better and probably much worse than the 
rendition of the peasantry in Bengal. We have famines in India but 
we in BengqJ we have had very few of those devastating famines they 
Lad elsewhere in India. In temporarily-settled provinces the peasants 
ha\e always suffered; the rate of rent has increased with every settle- 
ment. Do our people want that — every 15 years or 20 years or 30 years 
the rents, will t increase. (A voice: It has recently been started.) 
Well, one of my frifends says that it has recently been started. I can 
well understand ;the complaint. You sympathise with the people of 
those prQvinces. They face a set of circumstances which makfc it 
impossible for the tenants to meet f»llv the demands on them in the way 
of payment of rent. Sir, if there is (bought, if the yield of the staple 
crops remains low continously for several years, naturally the tenants 
suffer. There w power in all political systems for declaration of a 
moratorium during thgse happenings, which I may call cataclysm. 
But we cpjuiot have non-payment of rent as a normal condition of 
things — 

(The member fiaving reached the time-limit resumed his seat.t 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, As matters stand 

present, I cannot tut support the third reading qf the* Bengal 
tenancy (Amendment) Bill hut I must admit that I cannot give my 
unqualified support to the measure. For reason obviously known to 
fhe members of the House there are things which might have been 
easily done but which unfortunately have not been done; and one of 
Hie most important of t those things is that nothing practically has been 
( kue for the popr under-raiyats in this legislation. It has* been paid 
V some of the critics of this measure that nothing is being doi^e for 
jhe tillers of the soil and that Government is trying to create another 
udermediate interest, viz., the raiy$ts with occupancy rights., I do 
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not agree wi$i*thbs£ critics. This measure i^ce^ainly giving so 
valuable rights to raiyats with occupancy fights ’who are mostly till 
of the soil but there is another class of * tenants, namely, the uiid 
raiyats who are also all of them tiUftrs^af the soil. Nothing has be 
done for them. It is nofra fact 'that the attention of Government v 
not drawn to the condition of this clatff "of * tenants because the I 
pretends to do something for them. ThS Bill seeks to give und 
raiyats with occupancy rights ,*the same rights as raiyats; Writh oct 
pancy rights. Therefore what l mean is that the attention of Govei 
ment was drawn to this question but they have not taken it up at rig 
earnest. Who are these under-raiyats with occupancy rights? Th 
can be counted on the fingers. The uader-gaiyats who acquir 
occupancy rights before 1928 are the only unifer-myats who can ha 
occupanay Tights under the present law. No other under-raiyats c 
acquire that right. It is only to this limited class- «r£ tenants that t 
same rights are being given as that of the raijfats wjh oceupancy righl 
That is a serious defect in the present measure. * 

Then, Sir, the House was very definite about another thing — the ce 
tificate procedure. The House was almost unanimous m* i^nion th 
the certificate procedure must go. The attack has been jnade only ( 
one aspect of the question, namely, the exercise of the right to ceri 
ficate procedure by private landlords but the same right is heic 
exercised by the Cburt of Wards estates and khas niahals.- NothiD 
has been done so far as the rights exercised by the Court of Wards an 
khqs mahal officers are concerned. I for myself do not see any reaso 
why private landlords should be dealt with in a discriminating mania 
in this matter. Oppression by the® landlords is not more pressing o 
the tenants than that by the Court of Wards or khas mahals. 

Another question is that of reduction of rent. * We appreciate whs 
is being done. The abolition of the obnoxious system of salami an 
the right of pre-emption is a move in the right direction but one cannc 
but admit that only a limited number of raiyats will be benefited b; 
those provisions. In this Bill there is nothing which will benefit tli 
tenantry as a whdle. The Hon’ble Minister did not conceal the lac 
that this measure does not pretend to be a comprehensive revision o 
the tenancy laws of Bengal. It is hoped, however, that in due corns' 
someth^ may be done in the near future by way of removing thi 
defects $hieh are being pointed out f by members of this Assembly ant 
he has also said that very shortly another measure will be introduce 
by Government. Tie has also said that a committee of enquiry is g° in £ 
to be appointed to g*> into the whole question of the land system t> 
Bengal. We do not, know what kind of a committee we going | c 
have, but I dftist seize this opportunity to make our opinion known ® 
Government so far as this matter is concerned. If it is intended t a 
the members of the committee or the commission, whatever it may > 
will be broufehi from outside, I for myself cannot support such an i e0 * 
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\^e the members of this Legislature are the acgreaiiea representativee 
of the people. ' Can we not^e into a matter like this ? * Are there not 
men amongst u» vGio are ffcuitfc competent to go into and enquire into 
the land system of this p*ovkc£i^ Are there not in this House men 
of the calibre of High Coujrt Judges f “ Can , they not be entrusted with 
this duty ? Ik it to be argued that people from England or from some 
other European country will be able to enquire into the position far 
more efficiently than the* children of the soil ? That is an idea which 
I repudiate with, all the emphasis thatj[ can command. That idea had 
its origin in our inferiority complex or rather slave mentality. Even 
if it is argued that we cannot do it as efficiently as outsiders, I for 
myself am prepared submit to what will be done by our people even 
less efficiently than>outeiders,' though I submit that our people will do 
it as efficiently as possible. If any Europeans are to be taken, we have 
eminent Europeans* iq Jhis Legislature and some of them can conve- 
niently be taken inj' I d# not think there is any necessity to go outside 
this Legislature for the purpose of selecting the personnel of the pro- 
posed commission. 

Then, Sir, w are we going to wait until the commission submits its 
report? I think, not. There are many things in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which require an early revision and there is no necessity whatsoever 
to wait for the report of the expected committee or commission. So 
far as these things are concerned, I think Government will not wait 
for them. Certain major issues may be left to the committee, namely, 
whether the Permanent Settlement should be abolished or modified or 
the manner in which it should be dealt with, hut thg other Tenancy 
laws can he revised without the ad^ce or help of any committee or com- 
mission whatsoever. I hope Government will take an early step .o 
bring in another qpeasure for revising the Bengal Tenancy Act by way 
of removing its present defects. 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. J. N. Basu has sung a homily about the 
the merits of the Permanent Settlement. He has said that in other 
provinces the tenants are far worse off than the tenants of Bengal and 
the reason for it he ascribes to the merits of the Permanent Settlement. 

1 think he forgets that there is no richer province in India than Bengal. 
Where else will you find such rich soil as you find in Bengal. Almost 
without any labour the # Bfengal soil yields what with much muse labour 
and money cannot be obtained in giber provinces. If my friend makes 
the Permanent Settlement responsible ffor the comparative prosperity 
of the tenants in Bengal, I would say that the habit of fisb eating is 
responsible for the prosperity of the Bengal tenants. .1 do not know 
the conditions jprevaijing in other provinces hut I repudiate the idea 
that Bengal tenants are prosperous, hut I think they are as poor as 
down-trodden as tenants of other provinces are. I 4° n °t think that 

the Permanent Settlement is abolished the rents of the tenants of 
Bei >gal will be enhanced. That will not be necessary. *JThe zan*indare 
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are now realising ift J g*<M*ei^ccording to some and 30 crores accordi 
to others annually. But of this vast amount they are paying to G< 
ernment only 3 crores. The rest they ate aggrandising for themselv 
1 admit that the whole of this vast amount cannot be realised by G< 
ernment but even if a laYge portion of it ia realised, the rents of t 
tenants can be appreciably reduced and* consequently the income 
Government from land revenue can be appreciable increased imn 
diately. But that is a matter which is going to be investigated ir 
and, therefore, it is futile eithqy to attack the Permanent Settleme 
or to sing any praise of the Permanent Settlement on the floor of t] 
House on this particular occasion. 

Sir, the discussion of this measure hag disclosed cett|2n *outstandi 
facts. To me it seems to be highly gratifying that the Cbngress 
Bengal is gradually veering round to the popular demand so far as 1 
tenancy legislation is concerned. I think to-d&y tile tenants of Ben^ 
stand far stronger than in 1928 on account of this change in the at 
tude of the Congress but at the same time it is disconcerting to fii 
that our European friends have evinced a clear hostility to all atteirq 
to raise the status of the Bengal tenants. I do not know why tli 
have made a common cause with the zamindars of Bengal. Probat 
they will say that they are neutrals : they mean neither to be on tt 
.side nor on that side, and that their sense of justice has prompted the 
to do what they have done so far. I do not think sb, Sir: I thii 
the reason is otherwise. It has been said in the course of the discu 
si on on one occasion that one set of exploiters is sailing in the sari 
boat with another set of exploiters. This appears to be more reaso 
able than the former; otherwise 1° cannot see any reason whatsoev 
that my European friends can think of supporting such a barbaroi 
system as the payment of salami by a tenant to his landlord on tl 
occasion of the transfer of his property. The very word salami is 
relic of the barbarous past. It shows that a man has to bow to h 
landlord in order to show respect and also to deliver to him somethin 
substantial on the occasion of giving his salami to l^im. 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, reflumf 
4*is seat. ) ^ 

< 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say that unless members on my left ns 
from now, it will be very difficult for me to accommodate them. 

Mr. 8A8/&NKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I rose to speak, Sir, but 
unfortunately, failed to catch your eye. ** 

, Mr. SPEAKER: I have got a list here of speakers according to 1 
* oertain ordfcT* Your name comes third. > 



[937.] . GOVERNMENT BHJ** 2281 

Maulvi ABOUL LATIF BISWAS: a%r v „nuous work 

)f .this House in the consideration of the Bengal Tenancy Bill, the 
thirfl reading of which is going on now I would like to say only a few 
Bvords in support of the motion now before the House. But, Sir, before 
making any observation regarding thi$ matter; I must say, without any 
[ear of contradiction, that the unstinted praise of this House goes to 
pou, Sir, for the sincere and ungrudging service which you have given 
to this House in their deliberations on this Bill. Sir, by your impartial 
treatment of all sections of this House you have been able to raise a 
chorus of admiration for you. No doubt, it may be said that you have 
done your duly only. I admit, Sir, that that is so, but at the same 
time I must^ay that blessed is he who does his duty according to the 
dictates of his conscience and^does it scrupulously. 

Secondly, Sir, I say that the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
the Revenue Minister, has been able to earn the gratitude and admira- 
tion of all of us by his impartial piloting of the Bill. (Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar feoy: Hear, hear.) My friend the Kumar Sahib, Sir, 
is saying “Hear, hear”, perhaps in irony, but I will presently furnish 
him with facts and then he will be satisfied very soon that the Hon’ble 
Minister’s piloting of the Bill has been so admirable that it suggests 
that Sir Bijoy has been moved by a genuine desire to help the helpless 
tenants of Bengal by removing the grievances to which the tenantry of 
Bengal has been subjected so long by the oppression and tyranny of the 
landlords. Sir, the passing of this piece of legislation unmistakably 
indicates that the Huq Ministry with its strong support of the Coalition 
Group has already scored one clear goal, to be followed in quick succes- 
sion by others. (Ironical cheers.)# By this I say ancf declare on the 
floor of this House that the pledge which the gentlemen on this side of 
the House gave to their constituencies is being redeemed. (Kumar Siiib 
Shekhareswar Roy: Question.) This is only the beginning of the 
race, which we hope and confidently believe we shall be able to win by 
systematic and speedy runs. (Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy : It 
is an off-side goal.) My friend the Kumar Sahib says it is an off-side 
goal, and I admit that it may appear so to my Europeamiriends as also 
to my landlord friends. But to every impartial observer of the happen- 
ings, to every impartial observer of things, it must occjpar that the tenants 
and the peasants of Bengal are going to be given their just rights arfcf" 
dues. It is a clear goal I say, and again I say that this goal will be 
followed in quick succession iby other goals. 

Now, Sir, I will say something about this tenancy legislation. My 
esteemed friend Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu has said that this piece of 
legislation has been rushed through without proper inquiry and very 
hastily. I submit to* my friends, through you, Sir, that it has been 
declared clearly* by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister that thisdds a * 
relief which is nothing but a temporary relief and that an inquiry isS 
£°ing shortly to be made by a commission upon the results of which^ 
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tenancy legislation in Bengal will stand. I ask my friends or friei 
and other members of his group to wait and see what is going to fee doi 
at the present time. At the same time I would* remind him that.th 
tenancy legislation was the burning topic of the day and that tli 
question has been ventilated many a time on the platform and in tl 
press. Now as the .genuine representatives of the people Jiave come 
this House, all that is necessary for the alleviation of the condition < 
the peasants has been done. 

Now, Sir, I will say something regarding this legislation. Oi 
thing I should say is that Iby conferring right on the tenants as regar< 
land under water owing to diluvion something — I should Say a valuab 
something — has been done for the tenantry of Bengal. It is a rig-1 
which is, I say, a bright feature of the Bill which is going to be passe 
to-day. Then, Sir, by doing away with the right of pre-emption th 
House has done an act of justice to the tenants of this province, an 
I say and I believe that it will have good economic effects upon tl 
country. (A voice: What about the enhancement of rent?) Anotln 
boon, Sir, which has been conferred upon the people of this province : 
the doing away with the landlord’s fee, and in this connection a sugge: 
tion was made, mostly by members representing the landlord interest s 
that section 299 of the Government of India Act of 1935 stands in th 
way. Sir, the advocates of that view have said many times that thi 
legislation offends the provision of section 299 of the Government o 
India Act. I do not know, Sir, what the legal luminaries of thi 
province and other provinces will say, but I myself, feeing a humid 
lawyer, think that it does not so offend. Their argument is that i 
offends against ^he provisions of the ^Government of India Act as i 
involves the extinction or modification of rights in lands, including thi 
rights in land-revenue. But, Sir, by abolishing the landlord’s fee n< 
right of the landlords has been extinguished. Sir, this abolition of tin 
landlord’s fee is not a right in revenue. I say, Sir, that this right was 
created in the year 1928 in an ex parte way. It was created by s 
Legislative Council which was not thoroughly representative, Iby £ 
Council which was dominated by landlords, and by a Council in wind 
the Congress Party was predominant at the time. My friends over 
there have challenged and said that our goal is an off-side goal. But 
*1 would rather say and fling it in the face of my friends that the goal 
which was scored then by that Council was rather a clear off-side goal. 
(Mr. SASAitttA Sekhar Sanyal : My friend’s goal against the Congress 
is a penalty goal.) Well, I will come to that. I will now touch upon 
another thing. By this legislation the right of proprietorship in land 
is 'not denied to the landlords, though, we, the representatives of the 
people of this province, do not recognize them to be the proprietors oi 
the soil. They may say, and they have said, that it . modifies their 
rights, but, Sir, in which way are their rights modified? They 
that <their right to salami and to the landlord’s fee has been extin' 
guished. I say, Sir, that this is a right which was not created nt 
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ime of tlie Permanent Settlement in 1793. This right was created in 
j very bad and awkward way. I have just now said that it was a goal 
rhich was scored Iby the zemindars, and that goal may Ibe described as 
ui off-side goal. It was the creation of a legislature which was not 
lioroughly representative, and I do not think that this is a right which 
nay be called a right in the true sense of the term. Even if for the 
ake of argument I Take it that it is a right, I submit that as it was 
iot created by the British* Parliament — it was a right which was created 
>v the legislature in 1928 — so I think that this right may very well be 
lone away with Iby this Assembly w T hich is a thoroughly representative 
)ody now. ( A voice : But that was also a Government Bill.) (The 
lon’ible Khwaja Nawab Habibtclah Bahadur, of Dacca: But look 
t the difference between the two Governments!) 

I admit, Sir, that this legislation has not gone far enough. I have 
heady said that the Hon’lble the Revenue Minister has said that a 
omprehensive legislation regarding the land laws of Bengal will be 
irought up after a thorough examination by a commission which is 
;oing to be appointed. (Laughter.) I find, Sir, that some of my 
riends are laughing. Well, Sir, this laughing will not do. I know, 
hr, my Congress friends have got a systematic policy Iby which they 
an show that they are helping the people. No doubt they will go on 
jarping on this theme times without number, — that they are the 
>at riots and that they are the people who alone are interested in the 
velfare of the people. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. # Is 
his relevant? 

« 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: I have heard in the course of 
liscussions, Sir, that divisions arose in the ranks of the Congress when 
tfr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami was going in for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee and he was questioned by another gentleman of his 
)arty as to his conduct. I am mentioning all these things just to 
how that the Congress is trying to take applause only from the country 
d large but that it was not moved at all by a genuine desire to do good 
o the people. They tried, Sir, to achieve cheap popularity. They 
;ried to go to the masses with this assurance that they were trying to^ 
improve their condition 

**/ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I would only say this much that 
o-day being the last day of the session everybody ought to be in a 
!W ^et mood and no bitterness should be introduced. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: I bow down to your ruling, 
lr - But just now I would refer to my landlord friends and would ask 
' ein ^ adopt a policy of conciliation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Mr. Biswas, you will finish soon. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: I appeal to my landlord friend 
Sir, to be reasonable and not to make tbe position worse. They ha 
extracted blood from the tenants, and 4 ‘stone ’ ’ is the only thing that 
now left of them. I would ask my friends to cry halt and she 
generosity towards their tenants. Sir, I once again appeal to n 
friends who belong to the landlord class to come forward with propose 
for peace and amity, but at the same time I warn them that if thi 
persist in following a policy which is so oppressive in character, it m; 
so happen, Sir, that this abode of peace and amity, I mean this provin 
of ours^may be turned into a fighting-ground for a civil war. (Kunn 
Shib Shekhareswar Roy : Hear, hear. We would welcome it.) }l 
friend, the Kumar Sahib, would welcome civi] war in Bengal, bu 
Sir, it will not be good for the prosperity of the country — rather th 
would bring an end to the prosperity of the country. If, Sir, n 
zemindar friends are going to pursue a course which would bring aboi 
a civil war in this province, I would ask them to pause and considi 
the evil effects of such a course. My friend the Kumar Sahib is shot 
ing a warring attitude, but I am certain that though he tries to be crue 
I am sure that his real self is not that. He is only “wearing” th* 
attitude, which is not the real thing, and, Sir, I appeal to them to to 
cautious and generous, and, in the end, I would also appeal to them t 
come out with the olive-branch of peace in their hands 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resume 
his seat.) 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this group k 
decided to oppose the motion to pass the Bill though it will not ask fo 
a division. 

Before I discuss our position in this connection, I may be permittei 
to congratulate the Hon’lble Minister in charge of this Bill on his pure]; 
technical achievement in getting the Bill through the House. I ma] 
also be permitted to congratulate you, Sir, on the admirable way ii 
which you have controlled this long and complicated discussion. 

As I have said, I put forward our opposition but we do not wish t( 
^press for a division. Our opposition during the discussion has beet 
steady and was aimed at being constructive.^ Our amendments, oi 
which notff'has been accepted, showed a consistent point of view, anc 
although so many other amendments have been accepted, nothing hiu 
been done to remove our feeling that it is an unsatisfactory measure 
I believe the House will admit our claim that in all we have said 
have never beefa pettily contentious, nor pettily obstructive, nor un- 
sympathetic, nor self-interested, although as a group representing tbf 
Europeans of this province we have necessarily had tt> remember that 
some*. European concerns are connected with the zemindari system of 
Bengal. We admit and recognize that great changes are necessary lD 
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)U r land tenure? system : we {believe that the Permanent Settlement in 
ts present form, for usefulness, for social justice, requires great change 
md overhauling in accommodation with the various changes in the 
iocial structure. We ourselves endeavoured to make constructive con- 
tribution to the Bill by suggesting measures (in amendments which were 
aot accepted) but we failed. In our speeches we have done what we 
?ould to help the discussion forward always keeping in mind our point 
)f view; and now we finally put on record our view that it is not a 
totisfactory measure and that it does not even do what we have been 
;old it was intended to do. 

Further, I may add, Sir, that we are even more perplexed than w© 
irere a few weeks ago. We recognize that the Permanent Settlement 
needs overhauling, and we are not unmindful of the peasant’s suffer- 
ings. But we have a lurking suspicion that ’there are just and upright 
men amongst the zemindars too, and that they have not been fairly 
treated. We think that something better is needed than the Bill before 
this House. It has been offered to us as a collection of unimportant 
matters that could conveniently be disposed of before we turned to more 
serious problems. Also it contains matters of vital importance that 
must be dealt with at once lest the province and even the Ministry 
finds itself in jeopardy. These two explanations have been given to 
the House. We have not been able to choose between them, nor to 
strike an -average between them. 

I may put briefly our belief about the Bill. We believe that it was 
hastily decided on and ill-drafted. W T e believe that there is a consider- 
able amount of class prejudice in it and that it n&kes no sincere 
endeavour to find where social justice lies between landlords, tenants, 
intermediaries and Government. We believe that it is not the result 
of freedom of thought and will, but is in a sense a dictated measure. 
What we wanted in Bengal was a simplifying measure, whereas the 
Bill as it at present stands is a complication of complications, making 
confusion worse confounded. We believe that land tenure policy in 
Bengal, on which the social structure depends, cannot be constructed 
in a hurry. We believe that the House and the province have been 
Badly treated in that no reasonable time has been given to them to 
consider a measure that f is full of complexity. We believe that whereas' 
H should be our policy to reduce the number of intermediaries between 
zemindars and tenants, under the provisions of this Bill it is possible 
that one more class of intermediaries will appear and it is almost in- 
^vitaJble that it will appear. We believe that it puts the landlord in a 
new and absolutely inferior position in relation to his environments, his 
Stents, his land, society and Government. Government in this Bill 
Professes to i&ft^e only quantitative changes. We as a group were 
prepared to agree to certain quantitative changes and we moved ^mend- 
^ ents to that purpose. But in certain circumstances , quantifative 
c an ge8 are qualitative changes also, and that has happened here. 
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We do not believe that election promises as they stand are go< 
material for legislation : they are made in profusion in moment^ 
excitement and in the heat of the moment, and they should not '1 
translated into material for the Legislature Iby the mere process 
writing them down on paper. We as a group know a gr%at deal abo 
the value of election promises to policy. We are brought up, as no o: 
, in this House has Ibeen brought up, in_ the tradition of majority rul 
We believe promises made in such conditions must be judicious 
analysed by examination from every point of view before they are pi 
before the Legislature for its acceptance. We do not believe that Go 
'ernmentHs or has been certain of its own intentions. When I sa 
about three weeks ago that it had suddenly changed its mind on tl 
afternoon of a certain day I was not speaking from inference or surmis 
but from solid knowledge derived from the printed word and the spoke 
word. 

Now, Sir, having criticized the Bill directly I may be permitted 1 
say a tew words about it indirectly by way of comment upon certai 
comments that certain members of this House have made about thi 
group. In speaking of our own merits it w T ill be permissible to use 
lighter tone than was appropriate in discussing the demerits of a Gov 
eminent measure and the unhappy conditions of the peasants of Bengal 
It will not have escaped the notice of the House how of late this grouj 
has been criticized in various ways, how its representative character ha 
been widened by agreement among a number of members of this House 
My^ friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is the last to join in this. A few 

minutes ago he ^escribed us as “eminent European exploiters” 

« 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have never used these words. 

Mf. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Others have left out the word 
“eminent”. (Laughter.) All this because we have had somethin# 
to say in defence of landlords. When I spoke three weeks ago I spoke 
only as a European. Now any one who speaks from these benches 
speaks also as an imperialist, a capitalist, an oppressor, a tyrant, a 
parasite, a bloodsucker and, most embarrassing of all, as a friend of 
and conspirator with Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy and the Maharaja 
Sashi Kanta Acharya, of Muktagacha in MyiAensingh. Strangers in 
the House hearing these words might rush to the conclusion that the 
House does not love us. This group does not draw that inference. W* 
say in our English villages that hard words break no bones: politics 
would be boring if its instrument were a feeble and bloodless 
vocabulary; and I am not the only member of this group who thrills 
with gratitude and ecstasy when taken for a capitalist.^ 

Now what you have to ask yourselves is why these' 25 men have 
arrived at a certain opinion with regard to this Bill. The explanation 
is not that they have felt the whip of discipline, neither have they 
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taken up their attitude because certain European interests have to be 
safeguarded. That is not the explanation. The zemindari concerns of 
European firms are too small in comparison with the great volume of 
European business in this country for that to be a possible explanation. 
$or has this group been seduced by the zemindari interest in the House. 
"We have arrived at our view from such knowledge as we have after a 
study of the whole situation. Let me remind you that we are a group 
of 25, out of 250 in the House, diverse in temperament, attitude and" 
aptitude. We can all read and write: some of us can do simple 
arithmetic; we claim that we are not very much lower than the ordinal^ 
level of intelligence. We have arrived at our opinions by thought and ! 
study; and if our study is inadequate Government are to blame. We 
wanted more time to consider the measure. To-day after this long 
discussion of more than a month we still have a lurking suspicion that 
there are good, upright and honest zemindars in Bengal, and there 
must be something to be said for a zemindari system that has held 
society together for nearly 150 years. That is, Sir, our opinion: and 
nothing has happened during the last four weeks to change it. 

I put these things before the House because we believe that what- 
ever has been done in this Bill, it will have to come back to us in this 
House, not only because of the wider consideration of land tenure 
problems t that \s to be undertaken in this province, but also because 
certain facts, certain ideas which may be thought to have already been 
disposed of by this Bill, have an internal explosive force that will sooner 
or Inter bring them before our notice again. I would ask my friends 
to put the question to themselves, ^vhy have we taken ^ip this position, 
why without the whip of discipline have we arrived at this attitude 
regarding the measure? Is it not to our credit that we have chosen 
the unpopular path when it would have been easier and immediately 
more rewarding to side with the large majority ? If we Lad not spoken 
for tlie zemindars we should have been the most popular people in 
Bengal. We .have not done so. This group has been the consistent 
opponent of the Bill. If with our general views we have arrived at 
this attitude to a special measure, if we can be accused of being more 
landlordly than the landlords, is it not because the measure has put us 
m an unreal position? We would ask the House to consider whether 
the Bill is not entirely unreal. Government has produced a measure 
ln which it does not believe. Nearly everybody has been a supporter 
°f it, and yet we had nearly 2,000 amendments on the paper, and I do 
pot know how many more short term amendments we* have had to take 
mto consideration. Some of our Congress friends have been giving a 
stately demonstration % of a number of Bengal zemindars highmindedly 
oat reluctantly 'preparing to commit suicide out of political affection 
Lr their tenants (laughter) and at the same time desperately looking 
round for some one to deliver them from their painful purpose. On 
0Ul left there is as ipuch unreality, because no one there has suggested 
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that he is acquainted with any one except a sfemindar.who takes land a 
a price and lets it out to working tenants at a higher rate, and ye 
that is one of the evils that this Bill is supposed to do away with;* 

, Now, Sir, to end, let me put our feelings in this brief way. W 
have not been convinced in intelligence and we have not been uplifte 
in emotion. Nothing that has happened has' made us think of an 
great figures of literature or history. We have not been made to thin 
of Ajax defying the lightning, or Horatius keeping the bridge, or c 
brave men dying in the last ditch for their conscience and ideals. W 
have been made to think only of two homelier figures in modern history 
One is the Irish criminal judge who always delivered sentence afte 
hearing the prosecution because if he listened to the defence he merel; 
got confused (laughter). The other was the Colonel who alway 
marched behind his regiment and when asked why, he said “am I no 
the leader of the gallant men and should I not follow them whereve 
they want to go?” (Renewed laughter.) 

I thank you, Sir, for the extra time and I trust I have been able t< 
convey to you the impression that this group does not support the Bill 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, mam 
of us must have read in our schooldays Southey’s well-known poen 
'After Blenheim.’ The Duke had won a great victory and as al 
praised the great Duke so old Kaspar must praise him too but young 
Pet erkin not being fortunate enough to subscribe to old ideology 
queftioned what good came of it and history says that young Peteikin 
was in the riglft. For it is now ^n established fact, at least to on 
awakened conscience of the 20th century, that every great victory 
means an imposed treaty and every such treaty means a revisionary 
war. As in war so in legislation, the most hasty thing achieved by 
force does not cure an evil ; on the other hand it creates more troubles. 
I can congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on the celerity with which 
he has finished the business but it is doubtful, Sir, whether posterity 
will congratulate him on the measure that he has been able to get 
through in such a fashion. 

Sir, in moving the second reading of the Bill the Hon’ble Minister 
made certain observations and threw out certain challenges. He 
claimed that the Bill was intended to improve the position of the 
cultivating raiyats and the tillers of the soil. Certainly that is a 
great object to profess but, as the Bill is going to be passed we wonder 
how the position of the cultivating raiyats is going to be improved 
by its provisions. Sir, the situation in which the Government has 
undertaken the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act can well he 
put before the Legislature in the words of the last* Census Report 
The ‘Census repprt, says : “cultivating owners and tenant cultivator* 
were not distinguished in 1921 : together they number 60,41,4“ 
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(in 1931) compared with 92,74,924 in 1921, a decrease of about 35 per 
L >ent. On .the other hand agricultural labourers have increased by 
Fj0 per cent, and now number 27,18,939 as compared with 18,05,502 
farm servants and field labourers in 1921. There has been a consider- 
able increase in the numbers returned as non-cultivating proprietors 

a nd a small decrease in the number of agents ”, etc. These 

figures will show that between 1921-31 the number of non-cultivating 
proprietors increased by’ nearly 50 per cent., that the number of 
cultivating owners decreased by more than 35 per, cent, and that the 
number of agricultural and field labourers increased by 50 per cent. 

In these circumstances, Sir, which must have changed for the worse 
during the last few years, the Government have come to conceive the 
Tenancy Amendment Bill. It was natural, therefore, for us to expect 
f hat Government would take into due consideration the implications 
of these facts. Now what are the principal implications? The 
principal implications are that the cultivating owners, the occupancy 
iaiyats and under-raiyats, in other words, the 1 raiyats with rights in 
I lie land are dwindling in number and -that landless agricultural 
labourers are increasing in number. That is the position in which 
the Government have undertaken the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act and how do the Government propose to improve the position of 
the cultivating owners — cultivating raiyats? Well, by the abolition 
of the landlord’s fee and the landlord’s right of pre-emption. Let 
these two things go; but is the Government sure that unrestricted 
right of transfer is the only desideratum, is the only thing that can 
improve the position and prevent the progressive ^dispossession of 
cultivating owners? Surely, that is not the opinion of experts and 
economists. Says Dr. Radhakamal Mukherjee no friend of landlords 
or landlordism : “It is not in the interest of cultivation to create 
saleable proprietary and occupancy rights which may be bought up 
by money-lenders and non-agriculturists who will convert the cultivat- 
ing owners and tenants into rack-rented-tenants at will.” Then, Sir, 
if is further said, that “from the cultivators’ point of view it has been 
an unmitigated evil : many raiyats are now under-tenants at a rack-ient 
on their holdings, which have passed into the hands of the middle 
and money-lending classes. This has led to the extension of the present 
system of produce ren% causing rack rents — already a serious problem 
in many parts of Bengal.” Then he suggests the remedy : “Perhaps 
ihe best plan would be to give the power of alienation subject to a 
right of pre-emption which might be given to bonafide raiyats of the 
village.” The Bill proposed no such thing. It only proposed to 
re peal the existing bars and confer unrestricted right of transfer. The 
Government proposal in the Bill, therefore, was a proposal which 
^eant noJ>enefft to the cultivating owners. It was certain lo reduce 
further the^umber of cultivating owners and to pass more land£ from 
ibe hands of-' the cultivating tenants to the hands of the middlemen- 
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and the money-lenders. This undesirable reshit. Sir, has been prevent* 
to a large extent only by the attempt of my hon’ble friei 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. Had he not suggested that there shbu 
be pre-emption in favour of the co-sharers of the selling raiyats 
would have spelt a disaster for the Bengal raiyats and I can on 
congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge for accepting this sugge 
tion. It has saved the situation. 


Now, I have got to offer an explanation. Friends opposite que 
tioned me : why I -supported the abolition of salami and the abolitic 
of the right of pre-emption then? It was simply because that a pr 
emption in better form would come into existence. 


Another feature of the Bill for which the Government claims cred 
is the repeal of section 48H which will make for unrestricted subletting 
Is it likely to do good to the cultivating tenants. I again doubt an 
doubt on good authority. “Like unrestricted transfer free sublettir 
in the face of a progressive fractionalisation of holdings provides tl 
opportunity for the non-agricultural money-lenders.” “The tenar 
entrenched within his statutory rights, and having the power 1 
sublet, has not seldom become an intermediary, and the real cultivate 
is reduced fo the position of a mere tenant at will. Thus the culti\a 
ing peasantry is gradually being expropriated. It is they who fori 
a continuously increasing class* of farmhands and day labourers, 
floating ^population which is at once the cause and effect of ou 
agricultural inefficiency. Such a state of things holds good in Agra 
Oudh, Behar and Orissa and the Central Provinces* But it is i: 
Bengal that thefe forces have now c^astituted a real economic menace. 
On the face of such expert opinion the Government has offered lb 
right of unrestricted subletting. I do not understand, Sir, how thi 
position of the cultivating raiyats or the cause of agriculture in Benga 
is going to be improved thereby. 

Then, Sir, there was another proposal in the Bill by which Govern 
ment pretended to advance religious interests. I refer to that provi 
sion for allowing structures solely for religious purpose to be erected 
on holdings on certain conditions (clause 20 of the Bill). The 
Government threw out a challenge to us to oppose any of the clauses 
of the Bill but they did not give us even an ^opportunity to take up 
the challenge here and beat a hasty retreat. Their victory here was 
truly a Pyrrhic one. 

Now, Sir, more than once it has been said from the other side that 
the Congress p&rty in 1928 went over to the Government side and 
created these new rights of landlords’ fee and pre-emption for the 
landlords. That is not true. Those rights were inherent in th e 
proprietary rights of the landlords. Had not the landlords’ fee an 
the right of pre-emption been taken out of the bundle of proprietory 
rights and incidence and had not special provisions been enacted 111 



1937 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


mi 


1928, it wdtold «have been impossible to-day to do away with these 
things. The Congress by its activity in 1928 just made it possible 
for this legislature to deal with those things in such a fashion. 
Otherwise it would have been impossible to get over the bar of 
section 299 pf the present Government of India Act. Just as we are 
being accused to-day for all the progress made in 1928, who knows 
that in future the supporters of a Government composed of real repre- 
sentatives of the proletariat will not accuse with greater justification 
the projabandhus of to-day for working in the interests not of the real 
cultivators but of the petty bourgeoise and thus making landlordism 
hydra-headed ? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, now that the discus- 
sion of this Bill is over or nearly over so far as this House is concerned, 
I shall attempt to give a brief retrospect of the debate on this Bill 
and to put in clear relief the part played by the Congress Party in 
connection with this extremely hasty and ill-conceived measure. 

When this Bill was first introduced, I ventured to make certain 
criticisms against it which were then resented by the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister. But as chance would have it, they have been proved to be 
tme not only by the course of events but also by the admissions of the 
Hon’ble .Revenue Minister himself. At that time we said, and we 
said more than once, that the present Bill was a hasty ana ill-considered 
piece of legislation, inadequate for the purpose for which it was 
intended, and hypocritical, because it pretended to remove® the 
grievances of the actual tillers of# the soil, many of &bose disabilities 
is totally ignored and which still remain ignored. 

The members of the Treasury Benches disputed at that time those 
contentions of mine, while the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
challenged us to vote against any of the provisions of the Bill. If my 
recollection serves me right, I characterized those challenges of the 
Hon hie Revenue Minister as “mock-challenges,” refusing to take them 
seriously as I felt sure that time would show that there was no 
substance in the claims put forward by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
and by the Government which he represents on behalf of this Bill of 
their’s. That was whftt I felt then; that is what I feel now; and as 
it happens, all the points which we then made have been amply made 
ou h as I shall proceed to show in a minute, by what has been said 
and done subsequently in the course of the debate. 

Let me, Sir, within the short time at my disposal try to enumerate 
these points in brief.. To take the question of hastiness first. It has 
^ een conceded by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and the Hon’ble 
Avenue Minister that the Bill was in fact hasty; it was conceded in 
the course of the debate. But they have not adopted — they dfd not 
Ve nture to adopt — the most courageous and straightforward course of 
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making a, frank admission. They have tried to foist, the responsibili 
for their own indecent haste on groups outside this House, who 
“mischievous propaganda” — to use the words of the Hon’ble the Chi* 
Minister — was according to them answerable for the slipshod way : 
which this Bill was proceeded with. It seems to me, Sir, unaccour 
able to ordinary and normal human reasoning that a Ministry whi( 
commands to-day, through the combination of fortuitous circumstance 
a majority in the House, should be so stampeded into hasty ar 
ill-considered legislation by the propaganda — the “mischievous prop 
ganda” according to -the Hon’ble Chief Minister— of a small group . 
people, assuming for the moment that such propaganda was resort* 
to. Of that, Sir, I have no knowledge myself. This plea of their 
in my opinion, seems to be an after-thought, more than an afte 
thought. This plea really proves the incontrovertible nature of tl 
grounds which I ventured to make at an early stage of the Bill. Ar 
then, Sir, if any further proof were needed of the hasty character < 
this Bill, incontrovertible proof is afforded by the fact that hardly or 
of the clauses of this Bill, except possibly some consequential one 
was passed in its original form. It has moreover to be borne in min 
that the Hon’ble Minister has himself had time and again to brin 
forward amendments to many clauses of the Bill — his own draft- 
(Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami : Four times)— yes, sometimes foi 
times as friend, Mr. Goswami, reminds me. ' Sir, I ask tl 

members of this House— could there be a more pitiable ’nstance c 
indecision than this picture of the Hon’bJe Minister in charge of th 
Bill not knowing his ow T n mind when he proposed the Bill and the 
trying to discover his real intentions subsequently in the course of tl 
debate in the light of the intentions of the groups behind him? 

Now, Sir, I shall now proceed to the question of the inadequac 
of the Bill. There, again I shall remind the House of *he repeate 
assurances of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill that the latte 
was inadequate in its scope and effect and that fresh Bills — I do no 
quite remember whether he used the expression “Bill” or “Bills”- 
were going to be introduced in the coming session of this Assembl; 
with the special purpose of giving more rights to the under-raiyat 
and more benefits to the actual cultivators in general — such, fo: 
instance, as could be secured by amending section 68 of the Bensa 
Tenancy Act which relates to the liability of the tenant to pay coin 
pensation at the rate of 25 per cent, in a suit for arrears of r 6nt. 

Now, Sir, would next like to point out, if I may, to one or tw< 
insufficiencies of the. Bill in addition to those which have already heel 
acknowledged by the Government in the course of the debate. 
existing rates of rent are considered by Government to be irksome, ^ 
not Actually oppressive, in many parts of this province. But the 
House will look in vain for any provisions in this Bill which are 
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designed to lighten this burden. There are in fact nolle which seek 
to give relief tq the tenants; for that clause of the Amending Bill 
whi'ch suspends for -the time being the provision of the Act in regard 
to the enhancement of rent puts a bar only to future enhancements but 
does not concern its present incidence. 

m 

Secondly, as far as one could judge from the proposals actually 
put forward before us, there is no intention in this Bill to give more 
extensive rights — not to speak of any actual proposals — than are at 
present enjoyed by the under-raiyats who are the actual tillers of the 
soil. The number of under-raiyats in this province, if I may remind 
the House, is larger, possibly considerably larger than those of the 
raiyats, technically so-called. But under the existing provisions of 
the tenancy law there is no provision, — and I desire to remind the 
House of that again — there is no provision enabling under-raiyats to 
acquire occupancy rights in land by 12 years’ possession. The only 
way in which an under-raiyat is left to acquire this right is by proving 
custom or usage to that effect; and this House knows — particularly the 
legal section knows — quite well how difficult it is to prove custom and 
usage. Besides, under the existing law, the under-raiyat is like a 
tenant at will ejectable at one year’s notice and also upon failure to 
pay one year’s rent. If Government had the slightest intention to 
give occupancy rights to the under-raiyats, they could have done so 
in spite of their hurry — which hurry they have put fowftird as their 
plea for not being able to <|eal with the question of occupancy rights 
for the under-raiyats. • 

I Mr. Speaker; finally, I should 1 like to say one word about the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s challenge to the Congress Party to oppose 
any of the provisions in this Bill. I do not know, Sir, whether he is 
going to repeat the challenge after the fate which overtook so many 
of the provisions of his Bill. I do not think jt necessary to tell the 
House at this stage that we, the members of the Congress, have in 
fact opposed — and opposed with some success — many of the clauses of 
the Bill and what is perhaps of more practical consequence, improved 
niany of them. In support of this claim of mine, may I cite a few 
instances? The first of these relates to clause 4. The Congress Party 
had proposed an amendment with the intention of abolishing the 
landlord’s notice fee of one rupee together with the prescribed cost of 
its transmission. The Hon’ble Minister had himself to insert a similar 
amendment in the Bill. Seoondly, the Hon’ble Minister in charge had 
to accept the amendment of my party with reference lo section 26F 
relating* to pre-emption. Thirdly, Sir, clause 20 of the Bill has been 
withdrawn by the Government. The deletion of this clause was 
Proposed by the* Congress . Party on the ground — I shall not say, Sir, 
* a t it was calculated to aggravate communal ill-feeling — off the 
ground that it had the tendency to aggravate communal ill-feeling. 
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We of the Congress Assembly Party, are opposed to the introductic 
of matters religious into measures dealing with political and econom 
rights. We believe it is possible for us, Hindus, Moslems *ai 
Christians to conduct ourselves in such a manner both in our publ 
and private lives that every Hindu home will become a temple, eve] 
Moslem home a Mosque, every Christian home a Chtfrch — (Heai 
hear). In addition to these, may I remind the House that the Congre 
Party proposed many improvements in the draft of the Bill, tl 
principal of which covered the right of usufructuary mortgage for t] 
raiyats, prohibition of further enhancement of rent, abolition of t] 
certificate procedure in the case of Government estates and estai 
under the Court of Wards as well. Though those amendments we: 
not carried, we were of opinion and we are still of opinion that tin 
would have substantially improved the Bill, if carried. 

Sir, I desire before I conclude to say one word about the relatioi 
between the Congress and the zamindars. It is necessary because 
was referred to on certain occasions during the progress of this Bi 
by certain members of the House. -I desire to make it clear — if it 
at all necessary to clear it up — that the Congress is not in favour- 
is definitely not in favour of perpetuation of landlordism. We di 
not look upon, we do not look upon; rights of property as though the 
were some dread absolute which could not be touched. At the sain 
nine w r e dis«Qurage any attempt to describe any class oT section of on 
people as “blood-stickers.” In the course of the debate, violen 
language was used against the landlords. They were described a 
“blood-suckers ;”r it was said they should be “flogged.” I deprecate tli 
use of such language. If any such ^expressions have been used by an; 
member or members on this side of the House in the excitement of' th 
moment, I am extremely sorry for it and I owe and offer an apolog; 
to the House. We believe it is possible by adopting the formula o 
co-operation among all classes and sections of the people, we believ 
that it is possible by co-operation among all classes and sectious- 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhuawardy : Hear, hear) — Mr. Suhrawardj 
says, hear, hear; I do not mean co-operation with the Ministry of tin 
day, but co-operation with the masses of the people — we believe tliai 
by the adoption of the formulae of co-operation, it will be possible 
us to remove once for all distinctions between man and man and betweer 
class and class that unfortunately exist at the present moment. 
do not believe in the adoption of the formulae of conflict as a solution 
of the antagonism between landlords and tenants. We believe it i a 
not necessary £6 adopt the formulae of conflict. 


Sir, the Congress seeks to make its way into the minds of men - ' 
(The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Eazlul Huq: Stealthily). No, not stealthily* 
Doing things stealthily is, I believe, the practice of the Hon’ble the 


Chief Minister. Not stealthily, but openly. Sarat Bose never 


did 
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anything stealthily in his life and he challenged the Government more 
than once to show that he had done so. I repeat, Sir, the Congress seeks 
to make its way into the minds of men, not merely by its idealism but 

by its realism, not merely by its spiritual promise (Maulvx 

Abdul Bari: Not by spiritualism but by communalism) . . . 
Certainly not by communalism as Maulvi Abdul Bari says, but by 
fighting communalism. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Congress seeks to make 
its way into the minds of men not merely by its idealism but by its 
realism, not merely by its spiritual promise but by its materialistic 
prospect. We are conscious that we are in a minority in this House. 
But we do not regret it. We know — and history also tells us — that 
new trunks spring from the minority, more often than not, from a 
minority of one. We believe that by persevering in session and out 
of session, by persevering from year’s end to year’s end, we shall be 
able to help the masses of the people to come to their own. In that 
faith and with that belief we shall persevere, as I have said, from 
rear’s end to year’s end until the tenants — by which expression I mean 
the actual tillers of the soil— come to their own. 

With these few words and for these reasons, Sir, I oppose the third 
reading of the Bill. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes. 

After adjournment . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let me bfgin by offering 

you on mv behalf and on. behsflf of all sections in this House 
our warmest congratulations for the success with which you have 
conducted the proceedings of this House in this session. The 
task before you was onerous ; the difficulties were many and 
varied ; and situations arose from time to time of a delicate 
character; and we are glad that you have surmounted all diffi- 
'olties and have achieved a triumph of which you can well be 
iroud. You were a member of the Coalition Party and it is a matter of 
sincere gratification to us that our choice had fallen on you at the time 
of the (dection of Speaker and that the votes we have cast in your favour 
have been amply jus tifie d by your actions. My congratulations now 
So forth to my friend and colleague, the Revenue Minister who has come 
forward to pilot the Bill in this House in a manner deserving of the 
highest praise and commendation. It is easy to indulge in carping 
criticism but when one remembers that he belongs to a zamindar family, 
born and bred up under circumstances in which zamindars are bred up 

this country, it is easy to concieve that he had to contend against 
difficulties and against trejnendous odds in the piloting of a measure 
°f the character which has been so long before us. He has shewn a 
courage of conviction as creditable as it is rare, and I think he has. 
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oafrned the gratitude of those interested in the welfare of the raiyats 
Bengal for having made at least a good beginning towards the amelioi 
tinn of the condition of the peasantry of the province. Sir, I would ta 
thi* opportunity of congratulating my friend, Kumar Shib Shekhar^sw 
Ray, on the splendid fight he had put up on behalf of the zanlfSdar 
and the manner in which he has fought with the back to^the wall a 
with little chance of success but in all sincerity and with the couia 
bom of convictions. We may differ from him but we know how 
appreciate courage in its truest form just as much we hate hypocri 
and deceit. Sir, a word or two with reference to our friends in th 
House. I do not know whether they expect that we should congratula 
them also. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Why not )- (Laughte 
But we certainly appreciate the point of view which they had adopt 
with reference to the Bill, and we realize that they have been consiste 
in the attitude that they have taken up, and we are ready to believe th 
in taking up that attitude they were not actuated by any feelings 
hostility towards any community or towards any class. What they d 
was on a question of principle, and in the course of discussions that a 
bad with our European friends we* found them perfectly amenable 
listen to reasonable arguments and to yield where they found that t 
position was such that a certain course of action was inevitable. Wi 
these few words, Sir, I would now come to a discussion of the provisio 
■of the Bill. 

My esteemed friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has ended his speech 1 
saying that he opposed the third reading of the Bill, which means th 
he opposes this*Bill. (Cheers.) That, Sir, sums up the Congre 
.attitude. (Cries of Hear, hear.) And I do not think it will lie in the 
mouth hereafter to say, if this Bill brings any comfort and solace to tl 
raiyats, that they were responsible for bringing them about or that th( 
•can claim any credit for them. I have been told, Sir, — I have bee 
reminded, and the House has been reminded — that whatever good thei 
is in the Bill is solely due to the efforts of the Congress Party $nd i' 
^allies in this House. Sir, I take this opportunity of repudiating an 
assertion or claim of this kind. Even at the risk of offending m 
"Congress friends, I wish to tell them in the plainest manner possibl 
that throughout the discussions and throughout the measures that v 
have adopted in carrying this Bill through, we have not cared tw 
farthings for the half a dozen men who occupy the, south-east corner c 
this chamber. (A voice : They are one dozen and not half a dozen.) 1 
is not on account of their suggestions but it is on account of the eugg& 
tions of the Gdhlition Party that the Bill was drafted, that the Bill wa 
•changed from time to time, and whatever good there is in the Bilk 1 
entire credit for that is due to the Coalition Party in this House. 
hear). (Db. Nalinaksha Sanya l: It could not but be so with t < 
Dfenftcles* sword hanging over you and your Ministry !) I will now g lVI 
one or two instances. My friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Dose has refer 1. 
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to the deletion of the provision regarding notice-fee. I may tell the 
Jrloucip that the decision to abolish the notice-fee was taken, long before 
*jt Bad attracted the notice of the Congress Party here, at a meeting held 
at S8/2, JhoWtala Road, at which members of the Coalition Party were 
present. > 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
lfcn’ble the Chief Minister in order in referring to party meetings and 
decisions arrived at there ? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, when the Leader of the Opposition 
spoke no one from this side of the House interrupted him, and we 
expert that the Leader of the House should be similarly treated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Leader of the House will kindly not 
ie*er to what actually took place at the party meeting and to any party 
decision. 

The Hwi’lhle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I only said, Sir, that it 
was a party decision, and in pursuance of what took place at 4hat 
meeting Government agreed to delete the provision regarding the notice- 
fe< . Similarly, it was the opinion of the Coalition Party that had 
prevailed regarding the pre-emption and regarding clause 20, and it is 
only obvious that it should be so. In the course of the passage of this 
Bill through this House there was hardly any occasion or jany justifica- 
tion for us to sit in conference with members of the Opposition. All the 
conferences and all the discussions that we held had necessarily fco be 
with members of the Coalition Party, but, Sir, we were not opposed 
to accepting any reasonable suggestions from any other party, and in 
some instances where we found that suggestions made by members of 
the Congress Party were reasonable and could be accepted, the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill did not hesitate to accept those amend- 
i ments. That only shows how very fair-minded he was, and that 
justifies the claim we make that in carrying this Bill through this 
House he has been solely actuated by considerations of benefit to the 
peasants of Bengal. My frientj Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has referred to 
the under-raiyats. Every one knows, Sir, that he is one of the lead- 
ing lawyers practicising in the Calcutta High Court, but we all know 
Hso that his practice i% confined to the Original Side where the Bengal 
Tenancy Act never appears and where the creature called the “under- 
raiyat’’ never figures in the briefs handled by barristers and advocates ! 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Unfortunately for the Chief 
Minister, Sir, I myself am an under-raiyat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So I will not he 
8 urprised to hear next that his under-raiyati holding has disappeared. 
(Laughter.) (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose : It has not yet.) All^ight, 
it has not yet disappeared, but it does not matter to him in the 

7c ' ' 
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least because my friend does not depend uppn bis under-raiyati holdii 
but on the thousands that he makes on the Original Side of the Calcut 
High Court. My friend^ has made a nather startling assertion in *tl 
House that the number of under-raiyats exceeds the number of raiya 
in Bengal. But, Sir, the fact is exactly the contrary. Unde 
raiyats do exist in some parts of the province/ 1 but thei 
under-raiyats are nothing in number in comparison with t] 
actual raiyats who are the tillers of the soil. ' As regards these unde 
raiyats, I do not admit that the Bill does not give them any relie 
(Many voices; It does not; it does not.) Am examination, of tl 
Bill, Sir, would show that it has been made easier for the under-raiyj 
to acquire the rights of occupancy, (Cries of ‘No, no’) — much easier 
have now than the under-raiyat had under the Act of 1928. (R 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : No, no ; not at all.) At any rate, the] 
is nothing in this Bill to prevent them from acquiring occupanc 
rights. We have distinctly provided that under-raiyats having righ 
of occupancy (Mr. SurenPra Nath Biswas ; Oh, having certain righ 
of occupancy, but not otherwise !) — having certain rights of occupanc 
will enjoy certain rights. As has been said several times, Sir, thi 
Bill is not hypocritical, but it has been rather hastily drafted, am 
there is no harm if we make the admission that circumstances necessi 
tated that the Bill should be carried through in this session. (Di 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: What are the circumstances?) Well, I wi] 
briefly mention the circumstances. The circumstances are the tactic 
adopted by my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and his confreres. The 
wanted to get cheap credit from the masses of Bengal and we wautei 
to stop that. < (Cries of ‘Oh, oh/ from Congress members). (Di 
Nalinaksha Sanyal : So, we do come into the picture after all !) Am 
this manifested itself in various stages during the progress of the Bil 
in this House. If we said that enhancement of rent should be suspend 
ed for ten years, then immediately the Congress Party came forwiarr 
with an amendment suggesting that it should be foi^ twenty years. 
If we said that the rate of interest should be 6J per cent., that Party, 
Sir, needs must come forward with an amendment putting it at 5 pei 
cent., based on no principle whatsoever but merely by way of obstruc- 
tion. These suggestions were put forward in order to get cheap crcdii 
as benefactors of the raiyat. But, Sir, so far as these matters are con- 
cerned, no one can claim that this Bill — or any Bill for the matter oi 
that*— is a counsel of perfection. My friend Mr,. Sarat Chandra Bose 
has said that one looks in vain in this Bill for any provision for the 
abatement of rent of the raiyats. Now, Sir, we have stated over and 
over again that* the rate of rent throughout the province is so uniform, 
that it is impossibly to lay down one hard and fast rule which will 
apply in all cases. In some cases there has been absolute rack-renting 
and in some cases — not rare — the rent is rather below *the average P re “ 
vaililig in the neighbourhood. So, in these cases to lay down one hftf 
and fast rule would be an impossibility to carry out in practice. 
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Now,, Sir, jf would ask my friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and other 
members of thb Congress Party here to compare what we have done 
with what h&s been achieved in the Congress provinces. Look at this 
picture and that! They have been able to achieve nothing, and — let 
me be a prophet for once — they will be able to achieve nothing. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: A prophet, but a false prophet.) (Laughter.) 
They have sent a Bill to a Select Committee to rot there perhaps for 
weeks and weeks, and when it comes back it will be so mutilated that 
perhaps another drafting will be necessary, and that Bill will perhaps 
be circulated for opinion somewhere and will get lost in oblivion ! In 
regard to tenancy matters, Orissa, Bihar, and Bengal practically stand 
on the same footing, and I throw out this challenge that if in course of 
time you can show that the Congress Ministers in Orissa, Bihar, and 
the United Provinces have done anything more for the raiyats than we 
have already been able to do in Bengal, then we shall stand self- 
condemned. But not before you can prove that you can achieve more 
than we can do, will we allow you to take credit for things which it is 
impossible to do or to attain objects which it is impossible to achieve. 
Sir, the question of the relationship of landlords and tenants bristles 


with many difficulties and is always of a very delicate character. A 
more difficult problem it is difficult to conceive, because in inexperienced 
hands and with rough-handling it may lead to disastrous consequences. 
Therefore, it is no use saying that the law as between the landlord and 
the tenant in Bengal has been put on a satisfactory footing. My 
friend Mr. Tamizuddin has referred to a committee and he says thaj he 
deprecates the idea of a man being brought from outsidg to take part in 
the deliberation of the committee or*to make suggestions for this amend- 
jment of the tenancy laws of the province. We do not say that it has 


been decided to bring men from abroad. If men are brought from 
abroad it is not because of inferiority complex but because men coming 
horn abroad are able to bring an unbiased mind to problems of very 
implicated character and can look at the questions from an impartial 
oiid detached point of view. We are partisans and advocates of one 
thing or another. If I put Mr. Tamizuddin on the Committee Mr. Bari 
w ill jump upon us and saj- that he is more competent and so on and 
forth, and it is difficult to find the personnel of the committee. I 
^ not mean to say tha* it is an impossible task, but it is difficult of 
solution and I hope that if the Congress Party are willing to co-operate 
^dh us in all sincerety in order to improve the lot of the raiyats and 
P^t the landlords of Bengal on a satisfactory footing, let them not 
c nticise us without any reason, let them not oppose us simply for the 
opposing and let them come forward with constructive sugges- 
j i *°ns, if we are in error, to point out the right path to us. Let them 
! °. Ine forward in friendly spirit because in a proper solution of problems 
a ung to landlords of Bengal lies the peace, contentment and tranquil!* 
y °f the millions of the masses of the province and ultimately the 
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prosperity of the country as a whole. Therefore is* it not a blessing 
You may have your support about other matters, but for this Bill 
appeal to all of you to leave party politics aside and approach the qu< 
tion of such' a- momentous importance from the sole point of view 
doing your duty to those who are unable to take care of themselves, 
may ibe that your tactics may succeed. It may be by some means y< 
may be able to spread disaffection in our rank to destroy majority ai 
to turn us out, but that gain will be inconsiderable comparing with wh 
we have done for the future peace and prosperity of the provinc 
Reserve manoeuvres for other things and let land laws be outside t] 
scope of party politics. Well, all I can say is that we separate to-d« 
and we take leave of one another in a rather jubilant mood and rath 
elated with success. We have scored not one goal but 56 clear goa 
and 100 indirect goals and are going to have an exhibition for the disti 
bution of goals to the Congress parties. But I wish that this evenir 
the time has come for us to part *and take leave of one another. I hoj 
we will be able to do so in a spirit of fellow feeling and friendship an 
we all have to forget that in the heat of controversy we have given a n 
received hard knocks from one another. It is only inevitable that thee 
things have happened. After all take these in a sporting spirit. L< 
us hope that this Bill, for which small credit is due to the Hon’H 
Revenue Minister, will only be beginning of a series of legislation whic 
will put the land laws of Bengal on a satisfactory footing to' the land 
holders of ‘the province and satisfactory to the raiyats and the cultivai 
ing classes throughout this country. Sir, I wish I could go a little inor 
deeply into the*. laws of the Bill to show what we have been able t 
achieve. We have abolished the landlord’s transfer-fees and the righ 
to pre-emption. We have repealed Chapter XIII A which allows land 
lords the use on certain conditions of the certificate procedure foi 
realising their rents. We have given under-raiyats the right to surren 
der their holdings. We have imposed summary penalty for the exac 
tion of abwabs. We have empowered Government — not merelj 
suspended for a period of 10 years — to suspend any or all of the provi- 
sions of the Act relating to the enhancement of r^nt which benefits botl 
raiyats and under-raiyats. We have given^tenure-hoJ.ders the rigid tc 
surrender their tenures. We have allowed landlords to use^ora portion 
of their arrears of rent instead of for the whble amount. # We have 
given increased facilities for the subdivision oj tenures and holdings to 
such an extent that one has to consider whether "it will go beyond the 
line of safety. We have provided for the suspension or abatement of 
rent when a. tenure or holding is lost by diluvion. We reduced the 
rate of interest on arrears of rent from 12 per cent, to per cent. 
have given occupancy under-raiyats the same rights of transfer 
occupancy-raiyats. And we have given facilities to 'occupancy-raj?^! 
to iljgain possession, under certain conditions, of mortgaged holdi# 
We can improve more, (but I think that is sufficient for the present. | 
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[ s no mean achievement as a good beginning and during the short time 
a t our disposal. Critics there must always be: there are disgruntled 
politicians who see nothing good in their opponents. But after all 
there will be par of public opinion because of justice an<} truth and that 
honesty ancLsincerety of purpose with which we have worked will 
achieve its end. We have done our duty which nothing in this world 
can either give or take ^way. We have been opposed almost at every 
step. We have^ surmounted all obstacles and at the mercy of God we 
are in a position of triumphant conqueror. In the moment of triumph 
let not any amount of pride overtake us. We will be humble as we 
we re in the beginning and as humble servants of public we tried our best 
to do our duty, and so long- as strength remains in us, so long as 
opportunity comes to us, so long as God Almighty gives us inspiration, 
whatever ability we possess, whatever opportunity comes in our way, 
we shall always try for the good of these inarticulate masses and in 
whose interest, and interest only, must always remain our most sacred 
virtue. 

% 

Maharaja SASH I KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 

Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Sir, knowing that any appeal for the exer- 
cise of equity or justice will be a cry in the wilderness, especially as I 
represent, a community who do not count in this House, still I feel it 
my duty to raise my voice once again as a protest against ihe proposed 
legislation. 

Sir, no sound economic principle has been followecj in the Bilf nor 
ordinary legal principle. But the* Government are rushing it through 
without any reason whatsoever, simply to satisfy the pledges given by 
Borne of the members. 

Sir, what is it that the Government is really effecting by this 
measure. They are out to benefit pattanidars, tenure-holders, taluk- 
dars, money-lenders at the cost of the zemindars whom they for some 
reason best known to them must cripple, and this is going to be done 
under the pretence legislating for the benefit of the cultivators. 
The view point o£ the Minister in charge of the Bill is difficult to under^ 
stand. Ha* would defer the legislation for the benefit of the actual 
tillers of Jhe soil till the findings of the proposed Commission were out, 
but the interests of the intermediaries have appeared to Government tQ 
be so urgent that the Bill must be rushed through, even at the cost of 
expropriating the zemindars. (A voice: Question.) 

kir, enhancement of rent must be suspended for 10 years, so as the 
Government might be able to know from the report of the Commission 
changes wejre necessary. They also allow all classes of tenants to 
ei U°y the fruits of their clandestine occupation of excess lands £or 10 
years without being at all assessed to any rent. Why do you suspend 
8ec tion 52 of the Act? Why do you extend the benefit of section 67 of 
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the Act to the pattanidars, and why do you try to interpret expressic 
- in the future regulation in order to suit the clandestine an*angemei 
made by the pattanidars, not to be totally ousted from their lands as 
result of the Astam Sale? The right of salami and of pre-empti 
has also been taken away thus trying to stultify the right of proprieti 
ship. This will also reduce considerably the value of land. Tht 
are many such clauses benefiting the intermediate tenants. Was tl 
legislation for the benefit of the cultivators? Sir, nowhere in the B 
has the cultivator been defined nor any provision has been made a e 
where for the improvement of agriculture. We agreed to co-open 
with Government if they really wanted to legislate for the good of t 
real tillers of the soil, but that offer was rejected. 

Sir, there is another matter which should have been "considers 
The volume of litigation had come down considerably and the rights 
all had been made clear. The question of right has again been raise 
and the result will be all-round litigation, and this will mean bene 
for no one, except people following the legal profession ! 

Sir, I may be allowed to say that the spirit, language and the iinpc 
of the provision are so clouded and vague that litigation will have to 
resorted to generally. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, I hope you will finii 
your speech in five minutes. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, you have already given e 
notice to speak bnly for five minutes. I will speak only for thri 
minutes. I thank you, Sir, for the notice as well as for the patiem 
that you have given througout the session for piloting the Bill. T1 
Chief Minister has told us that not only one clear goal of Mr. Abd 
Bari was scored but 56 goals and offside goals of 123 in number. The: 
is one thing to which I will draw the attention of the House and tb 
is that I do not understand with my imperfect knowledge the expressic 
that was used when he said in reference to the appointment of tl 
Enquiry Committee with regard to the land tenure system of Bengi 
that if Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is taken in, Mr. Abdul Bari will jura 
up and say he is more competent. I thought c probably that was tt 
reason why we should invite our European friends not oi\ly to he tl 
arbitrators of our destiny but to stay in this country for ever and h 
ever. There is nothing like impartiality in my opinion in this countr 
but for impartiality we must go across the seas and there we will 
impartial mefT. With these few words I thank you for the time y° 
have given me. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, If I ris 
to-dajr at the fag end of the session, I do not propoes to inflict ^ 
speech upon the House particularly after the Leader of the Opp° sltl01 
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and the Leader of the House have spoken. Sir, the football game has 
been referred to several times by our friends on the other side. May I 
only say that the Congress has been playing the football for tha/lafit 55 
years and playing in a sporting manner. We have played against the 
European friends, sometimes we have lost, somtimes we have gained 
and ultimately in the final game we have won not only for ourselves 
but for our country. If this constitution means anything, it is the 
trophy which has been won as such by the Congress for the country. 
We are prepared to play again and effectively against any Government 
on the earth. In this connection I may remind my friend Mr. Abdul 
Bari who has on more than one occasion flung at the Congress this fact. 
He and myself come from the same district which is a matter of shame, 
namely, the district of Murshidabad. It was there that I and 
Mr. Abdul Bari conspired to lose our freedom and I would only appeal 
to him to combine and regain our freedom. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, that has nothing ,to do with the third 
reading. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I was only answering him. 
Now coming to the Bill we faced the Bill with a feeling of uneasiness 
and disappointment — uneasiness not as a confident legislator but as a 
humble lawyer. of a mufassal district. The hasly drafting of the Bill 
has led us only to many pitfalls and inconsistencies, for on^ new clause 
is inconsistent so much with an old clause that the courts may come to 
the decision never intended by this legislature. Serious disappoint- 
ment because that the small reforms that have been introduced fall far 
short of the normal aspirations of this House. Sir, our Deputy Leader 
in an earlier stage described this Bill as dishonest and a piece of deceit. 
I cannot describe it in happier words. If there is any parallel, it is 
the Government of India Act itself. That Act hides more than it has 
given. Similarly this Tenancy Amendment Bill hides more than it 
has given and serves only as a stop-gap and a patchwork, it is absolutely 
lull of treachery if I may say so. 

Bor a prosperous peasantry, fixity of tenure, stability of rent, 
immunity from eviction and right of transfer are the essential ingredi- 
ents - I submit, Sir, ftiat so far as the fixity of tenure is concerned, 
fhe fact that there are different classes of tenants on the Statute Book 
16 a matter of disgrace. If we go out to the fields, we find there that 
a ll cultivators are faced with common problems. They have got to 
tackle the same difficulty there irrespective of classification. Why 
8 lould there be any artificial distinction on the Statute Book itself? 

Then, Sir, coming to the question of the stability of rent, in this 
i 18 ^aceful legislation, clause 19 is a monument of disgrace. The 
! 01 i hie Revenue Minister did not venture to expose section 30 to 
i ame ndment, because he knows that if he touches that section the whole 
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section and the whole provision relating to enhancement would* b< 
repealed forthwith. Therefore instead of entering by the front door o: 
Chapter V he has entered by the back door of Chapter VIII, and I wil 
warn the House against the dire consequences that will follow fron 
the interpretation of the law court. Sir, you will find that^there is thi 
question of enhancement on different grounds. One is the rise in th< 
price of foodstuffs. I submit, Sir, there is no justice for increasing 
rent on that ground because the landlord is hot liable to pay extn 
revenue, and if there is rise in the price of foodstuffs there is als< 
corresponding rise in the price of the necessary commodities of life 
The tenant has got to pay for them. I submit that it is patent tha 
unless the happiness of the peasants is to be grudged the landlord has 
no justice, no justification for taxing the tenants by increased revenue 
Then there is the question of improvement by the landlord. My frienc 
Mr. Millar yesterday referred to improvements by the landlord and h 
warned against this legislation on the ground that landlord will nevei 
make any further improvement. I do not know whether he is aware 
of the conditions of our zemindars, but we know our zemindars. There 
are innumerable zemindars in our district who far from improving dc 
not even assist in times of distress. I will cite only one instance and 
my friend the Hon’ble Maharaja of Kasimbar will bear me out. Hie 
zemindari at Kathlamari on the bank of the Padma is year after year 
washed away by floods on the eve of harvesting golden crops and may I 
inform the House, through you, Sir, and through the grace of tire 
Maharaja that the only assistance that has been rendered is by sending 
out distress warrant by certificate procedure and entering into the 
hamlets of the tefiantry and committing rape upon the kitchen utensils. 


Maiflvi ABUL HASHIM: I congratulate the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister, Sir Bijoy, who has the unique privilege and honour of pre- 


senting the first Tenancy Legislation of the new Government before this 
Assembly for his successfully piloting this Bill through various diffi- 
culties arising out of the desire of the Coalition Party to do more and 
more good to the tenants, arising out of deliberately hostile criticism 
and wilful obstruction of our political enemies, arising out of fearful 
suspicion in the minds of the landed interest, arising out of misunder- 
standing of our intention by our European friends. Sir Bijoy comes 
to this Assembly as a representative of the landlords of Bengal and hy 
accepting a portfolio in the present Government, particularly the pert- 
folio of revenue, he has definitely shown his inclination and sympathy 
towards rural Bengal. It is vtery fortunate, Sir, that the task 
adjusting the relationship between a landlord and a tenant has fallen 
on a person who at once represents the landlord in the Assembly ^ 


represnts the peasahts in the Cabinet. In him we find the tenant an< 


the landlord of Bengal sitting together in conference trying to sob® 
the problems of the tenants and landlords in Bengal. Sir, Kumar Shi 
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Sekhareswar Roy .only the other day said that this legislation would 
proclaim to the wide world that the Coalition Party which were respons- 
ible* for this have no justice, equity and good conscience. In this con- 
nection I would just remind our esteemed friend this much that the very 
element ary p rinciple of jurisprudence is that if you want justice you 
must show justice, equity and good conscience, and I can assure our 
landlord friends that this Government will do justice to the landlords 
if they in their turn do justice to the tenants of Bngal. Sir, we have 
been accused of riding roughshod over the interests of the landlords, but 
I would submit that we have not done so. We have simply tried in our 
humble way to do some justice to the tenants of Bengal. Sir Bijoy, 
who represents the landlords, by presenting this Bengal Tenancy Bill 
has, in the opinion of some of the landlords, betrayed his own consti- 
tuency. I do not know, Sir, what the programme of the landlords is, 
but if that programme be one of injustice and oppression Sir Bijoy has 
and has very rightly betrayed his constituency. But if it is based on 
justice, Sir Bijoy has served his constituency well. Sir, I have no doubt 
that if Sir Bijoy stands firmly on Ms determination to follow the dictates 
of his greater self and refuses to take counsel from the whisperings of his 
smaller self, a time is very soon to come when he will be considered as 
the greatest son of Bengal. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Sir, befoi% making any speech on 
behalf of our scheduled caste party, I would like to convey oiy? grievances 
before the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. Sir, in this Bill our scheduled 
caste people have been neglected because, Sir, in malyng provision for 
the benefit of the under-raiyats theTfon’ble Minister has failed to give us 
a proper share which we wanted from Government. Sir, our community, 

I can say this much, is the greatest of all the under-raiyats. Their 
number is millions and they are all, almost all, of the under-raiyat class. 
Sir, this is the beginning of the battle for the freedom of the people. This 
is the battle against the aristocracy by the proletariat ; this is the battle 
I should repeat it against the capitalists and wealthy by the proletariat 
down-trodden millions. My zemindar friends always complain that the 
middle-class people are the real blood-suckers, but I have to say this much 
to my friends that when they are in difficulty they should not accuse 
others for their difficulties. Our cultivators have for the last 200 
years and our 'fathers and forefathers before them have suffered, and 
it was the distinguished people of Bengal who brought this misery to 
the poor ^people and now in their own difficulty are casting aspersions 
gainst other communities. They mutft take time by the forelock and 
the warning^that further misery will come to them as a retribution 
i° r the miseries which they had caused to the down-trodden peasantry 
°f Bengal. In' making these remarks I can say this much that we 
have lived l$y the sweat of our brow and we are not parasites ltke the 
Ze mindars and if we are in difficulties we can surmount them. If^ the 
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time comes, we can take to the plough and show to our landed class 
that we are up to anything and we can accommodate ourselves to ai 
circumstances in which we may be placed. 

With these remarks I felicitate our Hon’ble Minister and would ai 
my zemindar friends to look to him, who is one of them, and to reali 
how much he has sacrificed for the people of his country wlioin h 
friends have ever neglected. This must be some sort of ideal for tl 
other community to see how people at the cost of their altruistic fee 
ings and dogmatism of the present time are able to rise to the occasioi 
With these remarks I resume my seat. 


The Hcm'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I shall begi 
by offering my sincerest thanks to my honourable friends for the felic 
tations they have offered on the successful piloting of this complicate 
measure. If the success is mine, it is as much their’s, because wither 
their co-operation and help it would have been impossible for me t 
get through this Bill within a reasonable time. 

Sir, I will also take this opportunity to express my gratitude t 
you for the help, guidance and courtesy that I have received from yo 
during the last few days in the course of this debate over this Bill, 
must also thank the Secretary and his Department wtose co-operatioj 
wa9 really invaluable : without their help it would have been impossible 
to manage the overwhelming number of amendments. 1 

Sir, my^ieeling towards this Bill is one of satisfaction as well as t< 
some^ extent of disappointment. It is a feeling of satisfaction because 
I hope that this* measure will appeal to the tenants and will help ir 
bringing about a better feeling and a better understanding between tin 
landlords and the tenants. (Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy: 
Question.) My honourable friend the Kumar Sahib question^ it, bul 
I submit that it is my hope and I only fervently pray that my hope 
will be realised. It is a feeling of disappointment because there are 
certain clauses in the Bill which are of expropriatory nature and 
infringe the valuable rights of the landlords and they do not meet with 
my approval in any way. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons as 
well as in my speech in requesting the House to take the measure into 
consideration and in the course of the debate, I repeatedly submitted 
that this Bill is by no means a comprehensive measure ; it is merely an 
attempt to do away with some of the pressing grievances* of the tenants, 
and an attempt to give them immediate relief with regard to those 
grievances. 

The biggest * anomaly in the system is that more than one set of 
raiyats enjoy the right of occupancy, viz., the raiyats as well as the 
under-raiyats. It frustrates the very object of granting the occupancy- 
right which is to give protection to the tillers of the soil. In order to 
do awSy with the anomaly, the co-occupancy-right of raiyats with the 

Under-raivats under them fihsmld ho tolran n mnv TUia TTmifle 
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admit that this will be a very big change and it cannot be and should 
not be brought about without & comprehensive enquiry. 

Then comes in the question of bargadars. What right should be 
given to the bargadars is also a burning problem. Now, in deciding 
this quflrtfcn, Government will have to take into consideration the 
effect of conferring an occupancy-right on the bargadar on the economic 
condition of the middle-class population of Bengal, a majority of whom 
get their lands cultivated under the barga system. That question 
cannot be solved without a comprehensive and thorough enquiry. The 
principal charge against the Bill was that it provided no relief to 
under-raiyat. I would draw the attention of the House to clause 8 of 
the Bill where it is distinctly laid down that the right of transfer and 
other rights as conferred on the occupancy-raiyat under Chapter V 
would apply with certain exceptions to all under-raivats. I think that 
is a valuable concession. So it is not correct to say that no attempt 
has been made to remove some of the grievances of the occupancy 
under-raiyat,. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhttri : That already exists 
in the Act.) We have extended those rights to all such under-raiyats 
whether created before or after 1928. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has already replied to most of 
the criticisms that, were levelled by the Leader of the Opposition, 
namely, that whatever was done in the interest ^f the under-raivats was 
due to the attempt of his party. I join issue with him. This Bill 
was introduced, mainly with the purpose of giving relief tfl the raivat 
and certainly, Sir, we did not wait for suggestions from the othe%side. 
(Hear: hear.; # 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan suggested that several other amendments 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act also on other points could he brought about 
without waiting for the report of the Enquiry Commission. T do not 
think that would be proper or justified, because the points which he 
would expect Government now to take up are naturally of a complicat- 
ed nature and of a far-reaching consequence, and those amendments 
should not be taken up without a thorough and sifting enquiry for 
reasons I have already explained. 

Sir, another criticism was that it was a hasty piece of legislation; 
hasty it was to some ^extent. But I do not think that it did in any 
w ay affect the merits of the Bill, because the main provisions of the 
Bill had been before the public for the last 10 years. So Government 
the members of the House and the public outside were fully 
annliar with their consequence and implications. 

As regards our decision not to refer this Bill to Select Committee, 
would just like to point out that the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928 was 
P^ced before the House after three Committees — there was first the 
k visory Committee in 1922, then there was the Select Committee pro- 
a y in 1926 and then there was another Committee and thei^ the 
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Bill was drafted and placed before the Council. But I would reques 
members to look into the proceedings of 1928 and find out for themselye 
what the number of amendments on that Bill. I think probably *th 
amendments were very voluminous. So there is no guarantee that th 
number of amendments would have been less or the mea^uj# wquI 
have been in any way less complicated if this Bill were referred to 
Select Committee. 

Now, Sir, I would now like to address a few words to my landlor 
friends. I can assure them that in my attempt to bring about a 
adjustment between the landlords and tenants, I have, while presentin 
the case for the tenants, did all that was humanly possible to presen 
the other side of the picture and to explain the difficulties of the land 
lords. (A voice: And you failed.) It is true that they have bee: 
called upon to make some important sacrifices which are of far-reachin 
consequence. It is hoped that they will have a very salutary effect o 
the relationship between the tenants and the landlords ; the tensio 
that exists between them should disappear at an early date; and that i 
the highest guarantee of the ultimate safety of the landlords if I ma; 
use the expression. 

The landlords should not be short-sighted. They should read th 
signs of the time and try to anticipate the situation. (Kumar Siiij 
Shekhareswar Roy: ‘And follow your lead.) I cannot ask m; 
honourable *fri end to follow my lead; I can sit at his feet and lean 
many things yet. I venture to make this suggestion to the reprosen 
tatives of ^andloifds and J hope that the suggestion will be accepts 
in the spirit m which they are offered. 

One valuable right that has been taken away from the landlord! 
is the right of realisation of rent through certificate procedure, Inr 
this should not mean that Government are prepared to encourage non 
payment or delay in payment of rent. The financial solvency of this 
province depends on regular realisation of our revenues; and reguhu 
realisation of the revenues depends on regular realisation of rent 1>) 
the landlords; — this fact cannot lie overlooked by Government. I can 
give this assurance to my landlord friends that it v ill be the duty ami 
policy of Government to see that rents are pkid regularly by the 
tenants. I would take this opportunity of requesting the representa- 
tives of the tenants that if they want concessions from the landlords 
it would be their duty to see that rent is paid regularly and without 
any difficulty. 

As regards abwabs , I can give this assurance also that Governing 
will see that this custom disappears before long. It wjll facilitate the 
realisation of rent and it will also contribute towards the establish' 
ment cfif a better feeling between landlords and tenants which I 
mos^ 
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Mir. BA RAT .CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you put 
th^ question, may I have just one minute of the time of the House 
to .dispel a little of misunderstanding? I never thought that my 
speech was capable of being misinterpreted. Unfortunately, the Chief 
Ministe r ha s in fact misinterpreted it. As the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion ancTas the Leader of the Congress Party in this House, I felt it 
was my duty to formally register jny protest against the Bill at the 
third reading because it’had completely ignored the rights and interests 
of the actual tillers of the soil. That is all I intended and meant 
when I said that I oppose the third reading of the Bill. 

The question that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 
as settled in the Assem!^, be passed was then put and a division called 
by Mr. Ispahani^^^ 

Ml*. Dnl REN DR A NAT^L DATTA: Is it not hypocrisy on the 
part or i member of th^Coalition Group to call a division 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would peremptorily ask you to withdraw the 
expression/'iou have absolutely no right to speak against any mem- 
ber and say that he is a hypocrite. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: If that is your ruling, I with- 
draw. * * # 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of *>rder, 

Sir. On one occasion I claimed # a division from a different place and • 
your ruling was that before claiming a division, the member should 
be at his proper place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you have misunderstood my ruling. All 
1 said then was that when the division was called, 1 was naturally 
looking to you on my left and I could not anticipate that you were 
on the other side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. My 
point of order is tha1r)in May’s Parliamentary Practice the *use of the 
word hypocrisy has been permitted as parliamentary. But as you have 
aow decided that it should not be used in this House, I submit that that 
^pression used by the Chief Minister should be expunged. 

Mr. SPEAKER: .You dragging in the word hypocrisy not in 
the sense in which I have used it in my ruling. I am not concerned 
^ith the sense % in which the Chief Minister might have used it or not, 
hut I am nqt going to allow anybody to speak of hypocrisy witB regard 
to a person or his conduct. A measure may be called hypocritical; a 
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group of persons may be called hypocritical ! but I believe you realise 
the difference between a person being called a hypocrite and a measyr 
hypocritical. • 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I never imputed ^ tftp tive t< 

the person concerned, but I meant that the group is hypocritical. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I am sorry to say that you are still obstructing 
the proceedings of the meeting by saying so. You said that it wa; 
hypocrisy on the part of a member to call a division, because hi 
belonged to the Coalition Party. 

Then a division was called with the following result:— 


Abdul Axil, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Haftax, Khan Bahadur 8yad. 

Abdul Haflx, Mr. Mirxa. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikramyuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul LatH Biawat, Maulvi. f 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad. 

Abdul Wahatd, Maulvi. 

Abdulla-al Mabmood, Mr. 

Abdur l&liman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman 8lddH|ul, Ml; 

Abdur Raaehid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. 

Abdur Raxxak, Maulvi. 

Abdut Shahaad, Maulvi Md. 
lAbul Fatal, Mr. Md. 

Abul HaMitm, Maulvi. 

Abui Hotaln, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quaaam, MaaW. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Aftab Heialn Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All, Khan Sahib Maulana Eaayatpurl. 
Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Alfaxuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Amluullah, Maulvi. 

Amir All, Md. Mia. 

Aahrafall, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hosaain Khan, Maulvi. 

Aahar All, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari, 

Barma, Mr. PutMJtt* 

Barman, Babu Upandra Rath. - 
Blawaa, Babu Lakihml Marayan. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Ohandra. 

Dai, Mr. Klrit Bhutan. 

Data, BabiL Dabandra Math. 

Imdadul Hague, Kail. 

FarhatBaaa Khaaam, Begum. 


AYE8. 


Faxlul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Faxlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. 

Faxlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Qaiiuddfn Ahmad, Mr. 

Galauddin Ahmad Ghoudhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hoialni, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Gomes, Mr. 8. A. 

Habibullah, tha Han’ble Nawab Bahadur K., « 
Dacca. 

Haflxuddin Ohowdhury, Maulvi. 

Haian All Chowdhurjr* Mr. Byad. 

Haianuxxaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haiina Murihad, Mra. 

Hatamally damadar, Khan Sahib. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

( daslmuddln Ahmad, Mr. 
doaab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Maflxuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflxuddln Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Ghandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dogandra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Praaad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Maniruxxaman lilamabadi, Maulana Md. 

Mailam All Mallah, Maulvi. 

Moxammal Huq, CRamlvl Md. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lahaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad larall, Maulvi. 


Muhammad SMalman, Mr. 

Mullitk, tha Han’bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 


lulliak, Mr. Fulln Bahary. 
luaharruff Haaialu.tha Han’bla Nawab, KM* 
Bahadur. } 

luitafa AH Dawan Sahib, Mr. , 

. .. .. . u . M.kuMi. ithandra. r 


Katlmbaxar. 


NaaamNah, Nawabxada K 
Nt.lfc.f Ml, *• Hm'W. MM »!**. 

Dari ■■Mil, tt* HI. ’ll* MMil Mr, K-*- 11 ’ 
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uoruddln, Mr. K. 

ItabmM, KMaii Bahadur A.'M. L. 

%tikat, tk§ Jfaa’bU Mr. Prataaaa Daft. 
UjtbVdflu Tartfdar, Maalvi. 
timlfrddlii Ahmad, Mr. 
luaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 
toy, Baba Patiram. . 

toy, tha Ha^-<ir Bijay Prasad Sfaf h, Kt. 
talim, Mr. ft. A. 

tanaullah, ANHaj Maulana Dr. 
larkar, Baba Madhaiadan. . 


•arajal Itlam, Mr. 

Sbababuddln, Mr. Khwaja, O.B.E. 
Ihaftadali, Mr. 

Sbanuuddln Ahmad, Mr. M. 
Siniha, Babu Kabatra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. 8. 
Tamil uddln Khan, Maulvi. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Watt, Mra. Elian. 

Yuaut All Cheudhury, Mr. 


NOES. 


leharyya Ohaudhury, Maharaja lathi Kanti| of 
Muktafaaha, Mymantlnih. 

janntrman, Mr. H. C. V 

latu, Babu Jatiadra Nath. 

Iraihar, Mr. F. C. 
jhippandala, Mr. J. W. 

;iarkt, Mr. I. A. 

Jooptr, Mr. C. 0. 
iammetar, Mr. E. 0. 
trinths, Mr. C. 

Haywood, Mr. Raftri. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 
ipahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. 0. 8. 


Milat, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milno-Robartaon, Mr. C. E. L. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar, Kt. 

Roaa, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Kumar Ihib Shakharatwar. 
Roy, Rai Bahadur Kakirod Ohandra. 
laaioon, Mr. R. M. 

San, Rai Bahadur Joftah Ohandra. 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Stavan, Mr.J. W. R. 

Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


Dr. NALINK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I rise to a point of order? 
Before you give your decision on this division, # will you kindly let us 
bow on which side Mr. Ispahani has voted because he called a division? 

*** 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is -divided: for the motion 110a and 
against the motion 27. The motjon is therefore cafried. 


The Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1937. 

The Hen’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
a Bill tojregulate the employment of women in factories for certain 
periods before and after child birth and to provide for the payment 
of maternity benefit to them. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon , ble Mr. K? 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I also beg to move that 
Ihe said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Begum Earhut Bano Khanara, 

(2) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, 

(3) Mrs. Hemftprgva Majumdar, 

(4) Mrs. Ellen West, 

(5) Miss Mira Dutta Gupta, 

(6) Mr.XR. Walker, 
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(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(8) Mr. C. G. Cooper, 

(9) Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, 

(10) Mr. B. Mukherjee, 

(11) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, 

(12) Mr. Monmohan Das, 

(13) Babu Patiram Roy, 

(H) Khan Sahib Maulvi S. Abdur Rauf, 

(15) Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, 

(1§) Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 

(17) Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik, 

(18) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(19) Mr. Muhammad Solaiman, 

(20) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, and 

(21) ’ the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that tl 
number of members necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

This Bill was published by the late Government and opinion wi 
invited in respect of it. I have attempted in the draft Bill which 
put before 1 the House to-day to assimilate the useful suggestions th: 
wer& made thereon, and I have also put in certain new clauses whit 
*have been taken from the recent amendment of the 6ombay Act ai 
certain clauses also relating to the restriction of dismissal of womt 
who are entitled to the benefit. 

The Bill provides for the payment of maternity benefit before an 
after * child birth to women who have been employed in a factor 
They will be ‘entitled to get eight weeks’ wages, provided# that the 
have done no work within this period. The entire burden will fa 
upon the employer and it is indeed a good augury for the future of tl 
relationship between the employers and the employees that this Bi 
has been supported by nearly all the employers. Now it is provide 
that a woman must have been employed for a^fceriod of not less tha 
nine months immediately preceding the date of her delivery before sb 
can claim, the benefit. Also that she will not be entitled to claii 
the benefit if fche works for gain at any time during this period. Tb 
rate of benefit will ^either be her average daily earning, or annas 8 
day, whichever is greater. This, I" believe, is an improvement on th 
Acts in the other provinces, and I trust improvement upon th 
previous draft. Further, , she will be entitled to thfe benefit for th 
periefi of her actual absence and she will get her wages # ©ven for non 
days. The woman is given her choipe as to the various **P 
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in which she may like to receive the maternity benefit. As regards 
the^proof of birth of the infant, we have tried to* simplify the proof as 
much as possible and as we consider that an extract from birth register 
is not always feasible, we have permitted that a certificate from a 
medical jar^ctitioner who will be nominated by the employer and will 
be approved by the Government will be sufficient. In those, factories- 
which appoint their doctors this ought not to be difficult, and with, 
an increase in providing medical facilities for workers which I am ' 
contemplating at present, this, matter will become still easier. The- 
benefit will »ot cease with the death of the woman but the benefit will 
go either to her child or to her legal representative. 

In order to safeguard the possibility of avoiding the benefit by a 
wrongful dismissal, we have provide^ . that the woman shall not bo 
dismissed during the period mf her. absence nor dismissed without 
sufficient cause within a pe^od of thfee months before her delivery. 

As to what will constitute a sufficient cause will be decided by the 
Inspector of Factories. As we insist that the woman should not work 
for at- least one month afte£ her delivery, there is a penalty for the 
contravention of the Act- both as against the employer and against 
the woman. It is my painful duty to have to state that there are 
employers in the*pro vinces where this Act has been brought into force; 
who Have got rid of their female labour in order not to pay the benefits 
under the Maternity Bill. It is clear that tlfe remuneration which 
women get in the factories forms a very welcome addition to the 
family income, and we can only trust to the good sense of th^employers 
of the province. of Bengal that they will not try to $vade the respon- 
sibility under the Act by dismissing their female labour. 

I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House, Sir. 

1 

Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I have your 
permission to move the motion standing in the name of Mr. Hashemv ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sprry I cannot allow you to do that. If 
Mr. Hashemy had requested me or explained to me why he was unable 
to be present to move his motion, I would certainly have allowed you 
to do so. This is the principle I have adopted throughout this session 
a &d \I am sorry I am unajble to accede to your trequiest. 

Dr. Nalineksha Sanyal rose to s$ehk. 

SPEAKER: ,1 hope, Dr. Sandal, you will have pity for all of 
us at this stage 

Dr. NALINAK&HJtSANYAL: Sir, I fully realise that at this fag 
e &d of a vepr,, strenuous session and particularly towards the ^id of 
* a somewhat Heated debate, it is mot fair on my part to inflict jpny 
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speed i at all* far less a long speech' on the hen’ble members of t 
House. But, Sir, I feel it my 4 duty all the same to acquaint this Hei 
with the fact that this Bill has been hanging fire for a pretty do 
time andhow, in spite' of repeated requests, Government had not s( 
their Vay4i> be in a" position to introduce such a salutary measure i 
■ the relief a very important section of factory labour. I oppose i 
motion not because I am opposed to the principles of the Bill 1 
because I want jo say that the Maternity Benefit Bill should be pass 
into law as early* as possible without any further avoidable delay, 
might in this connection draw the attention of the House to the Sta 
ment of Objects and Reasons towards the 1 &nd of the circulated I 
where ^members will, jind that legislation on these lines was reco 
mended by the Whitley Commission as early as 1929 end'lt was at tl 
time that the Whitley Commission laid down that the time was ri 
•for the introduction of legislation of thpt. nature throughout Ind 
Since then, Sir, eight long years have elapsed. In 1932-33 Gove] 
ment examined the Central Provinces and the Bombay Acts. T 
entire-cost of the benefit is proposed to be borne by the employers a 
the employers have most gladly accepted this additional charge 
their ordinary expenses. This Bill was drafted in! 1935 and it v 
circulated for eliciting public opinion, particularly the opinion of the 
who were most likely to be affected thereby, viz., the members of t 
Various Chambers of Commerce ^nd the industrial houses. Arising o 
of this, Sir, the present enactment is proposed. The Hon’ble Minist 
in^ chargefhas himself explained How very necessary this Bill is af 
he has also improved upon the provisions of the Bombay Act and t 
-other Aots. I submit that in yiew*of this, my hobble friends of i 
Coalition Group who have been so solicitous of the tenants of Beng 
will not deny the unfortunate women labour in industrial factories 
Bengal that patronage and that^ quick appreciation of their difficult] 

' were 80 solicitous about, in the case of the tenants in nir 
are^s. * F, tSferefore, oppose this motion for reference of the Bill to 
select oo^amittee. I would have very much welcomed the propos 
that this Bill Toe taken into consideration, at once, but, Sir, under tl 
rules as at pretext^ drafted, unfortunately, I could not move ah amen( 
ment that way and I cannot — -unless the Hon’ble Minister in chnrg 
himself moves it — I cannot request the House to proceed with tli 
consideration of the Bill straightway. ' That has been, Sir, my tec! 
nical difficulty, for Vhich I have.fo oppose the motion as it is nov 
I have yet ahoiher Reason, a. reason which I have consistently state 
before ihe House, that whenever twe have to refer a matter to a s elec 
committee we miistjook tp the finances of the province and to the con 
venience of the^nembers ^d we should have/as far as possible, as fei 
members as nectary— just sulfcienC to bring their expert opinio] 
to b egr on the J}iR with a view to improve ii I find here » lisb-~a loni 

lilt of £1 members* — proposed t# farm the select committee I submi 

■■ ~ *-■ 
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most humbly, without the least di^respept to any pembers wjiese 
nappes appear in that list that &JBill of* this nature whici is*quite non- 
contentious And which Ijas been praQtiealfy admitted to be necesihry 
by the employers and the efnpfbyees ©mild have been disposed T>fd>y 
a very ^mall committee of five or at most of ten members.,;., sft ting 1 ftfr 
two hours only, on a day, and if you could, Sir, sit fox one.or two days 
more we could have the privilege of enacting this Bill. straigh|awa/ in 
this session, .(Mr. Abdtj£ Latif Biswas j Impossible 6r this session . ) 

I do not know if my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas ’fee]#, as keenly for 
the workers in the town areas as he feel^or at least pretends to feel for 
the tenants in the rural areas.,. If taht had been so t be would have, for 
from obstructing me in the process* of my speech, certainly |?iven sne 
unequivocal* support in my object. I would, therefore, appeal to'tjie 
Hon’ble Minister who has in his^' hea^jt the welfare of labour ul fbve 
everything else, I would^appeahto difo to take up this matter at'once 
so that the ’period of our labour may be shortened. This long labbur 
may, I am afraid; unfortunately bear Sl still-born baby^ ultima^ljr^ihaf * 
ig theyrhole difficulty. -Tit*t» ikrng period of nine years may Be cut short 
and the fion’ble Minister, mUy be pleased to take up this matter to-day 
or to-morrow at the latest. Witlrthis submission J oppose the motion 
before the House just- now. 


Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have listened with great* 
interest to what Mr. Nalinaksha Saayal has said about thfo^Bill. For 
many years past now the members of the Indian Jute Mills Association 
have paid maternity benefits to their women workers* Even before the 
Whitley Commission visited India many members of the Indian Jute 
Mills Association were paying maternity benefits to their women 
workers, and because of this, the members of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association as well as the members of this Group support th$ pin ci pies 
of this Bill. That does not mean, Sir, that we havfc no cH&ctsms to 
make, we have criticisms to make, but I can assure the Hon’fyW Minis- 
ter that such criticisms will be of a constructive and^not of a -destructive 
character, and designed to Siake it easier for the # wo^iep to obtain Jbe 
benefits, thejr are entitled to under the. Act. ^ . v 

As I have already 5 said both the members of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association and the members df thfo Group are in sympathy witlTfhis 
Bill and they will not shirk their responsibilities when the ^irile comes 
to work the Act, * " ’ 


My fnehd Dr. Sauyal wishes to decrease the number of the members 
°t the Select Committee but I am sure that be would not Vish to dllete 
the names of the lady members of this Houf^whose napes are included 
in the names of ’those selected. 1 * J anT*fcure the help q£ the lady members , 
be invaluable «in considering a Bill of tbis^hatuia, I thiflk the 
Son’ble Mitiiiter has fleeted the %iepbe!se hr tbr Select Cdtom^ttee 
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aflifr careful consideration**® d. I am sujse this penaaond* does not cell fa 
any change. 

^i$h these brief r&q$xks,I'' supppr^ thjf motion of tbe iionHEH< 
"glister v 


^Maulvi ABDUL L^tlF^fiW^Ss i$b, the question may now' h 




Mf. SPEAKER t'Tfie question 1>eforl?th^lJoyse w tha$*the questfoj 
be*now jpuf. 

The fiaotion was pvt pnd agregd to. * 

Or.^MAL^IfAKWf A^ANYALl ^oui^puttfng ofe,a^u 0 #tipii befon 
, the ^House, the membe*s have nothing to do. It ik '^entireify you 
' privilege. 

Mf. Hl’tAR Efli "irBSil T pni 4b% -(^uAatian. it.*masF assumed* tha 

I accepted the suggestion to put the question. 

JThe motion of t\e Hon’ble Mr. 5. S. Suhrawardy.was then pjut an< 
% ijgreed to. 


Prorogation . 

♦ 

Mt. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency thi 
Governor that this Assembly stands* ^ropogueSi. 


* B>a^w^lW7-3e-10174Ar*000, 
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Persons arrested in the Garbeta Con- 
spiracy Case in the Midnapore dis- 
trict . (Q.) p. 1612-1613. 

Regarding hunger-strike: (Q.) p. 
1544. 

Resolution for the constitution of a 
Committee* of Privileges (Q.) p. 

1130. 

Subsidies to the journals of Bengal : 
(Q.) P- 1921. 

Terms of settlement of jute strike: 

(Q.) pp. 1677, 1679-1681. 

Brahmaputra 

River, Mymensingh : ( Q.) p. 1595. 

Brasher, Mr. F. C. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1391. * 

Breach 

* i 

In the western bank of tie river Mor. 
Drainage caused by the: (Q.) p. 
1709. 

Breerting-bufI 

In the Union Boa^d of Batanal, Hoogh- 
ly district: (Q.) p. 1429. 

8rtdge near SeraJganJ Station 

^presentation for the construction of 
a ' (Q.) p. 1777. 


British subjects in Bengal and Coocb 
Behar State 

Reciprocity of serviced between the: 

# (Q.) p. 1710. 

Budget 

Supplementary demand for grant Re- 
garding Speaker’s and President’s 
salary: p. 1862. 

Burdwan 

Establishment \of Delbt Settlement 
Boards in: (Q.) p. 1687. 

Burglaries 

And house-breaking in Calcutta : (Q.) 

p. 1296. 

Cadastral Survey: (Q.) p. 1284. 

Calcutta 

Hawkers m . (Q.) p. 1743. 

Post of Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Soi^h District: (Q.) p. 2074. 

Calcutta Medical College 

Group of Hospitals. (Q.) p. 1840. 
Steward. (Q.) p. 2086. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 

1937 i p. 1870. 

Calcutta Police 

Bengal Police and Railway Police. 
Number of constables in: (Q.) p. 
1753. 

Calcutta University 

Government contributions to the, from 

1921-1937: (Q.) p. 2269. 

* *\ 

Campbell, Sir George 

Amendment for the circulation of the 
\ Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bil^ 

* 1937: pp. 1259-1262. * 
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Canal 

Dankuni. Improvement of: (Q.) p. 

1995 . , {• 

In the Kishoreganj subdivision r in 
Mymensingh. Excavation of : p. 1697. 

cancellation 

Of gun licences of certain gentlemen of 
, Midnapore : (Q.) p. 2160. 

Case 

Against Nalini Mohan Deb, an Eastern 
Bengal Mail way employee: (Q.) p. 
1297. 

Arms Act, against Maulvi Md. Shnriff 
Khan : (Q.) p. 1778. 

Of detenus examined by the present 
Government : (Q.) p. 1444. 

Of sales stayed under orders of Delxt 
Settlqjnent Boards • (Q,.) p. 2091. 

• 

Cattle epidemic 

In the Patuakhali subdivision . (Q.) p. 

1232. 

Central Co-operative Bank, Khulna 

m Secretary: (Q.) p. 1771. 

Certain detenus: (Q.) p. 1749. 
Certificates 

Filed for rent in Noakhali : (Q.) p. 

1862. 

Certificate offioers 

, To certain Khas Tahsildars in Noakhali. 
Vesting of powers of: (Q.) p. 1441. 

Certificate procedure 

Resorted to by landlords at the publi- 
cation of the records of rights: (Q0 
p. 1829. 

Cess 

Assessment of : (Q.) p. 1307. 

Education, «jn Mymensingh: (Q.) /p. 
1178. £ 


Chaitanya Kumar Biswas 

Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police: (Q. 
p. 1773. 


Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath 

Case against Nalini Mohan Deb, 4 1 1 
Eastern Bengal Railway emplovee 
(Q,) P- 1297. 

Certificate procedure resorted to b; 
landlords at the publication of th< 
records of rights: (Q.) p. 1829. 

Detenu Babu Benoy Bagchi . (Q,.) pp 
1599-1600. 

Electricity scheme by Dr. B. N. Dey 
(Q.) pp. 2066-2067. 

Managing Committee of the Domai 
Government-aided High Englisl 
School, Rangpur: (Q.) p. 2263. 

Monthly allowance of home internee? 
Bimal Chandra Roy and Stadhir Chan- 
dra Mukherjee of Kurigram (Q.) p, 
1294. 

Chakravarty, Babu Narendra Narayan 

Approver witnesses Amulya , Kumar 
Chakravarty and Subal Krishna 

0 Pathak : (Q.) p. *1698. 

Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Chaitanya Kumar Biswas : (Q.) pp 

1773-1774. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937. p. 1391. 

District of Faridpur under the opera- 
tion of the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act: (Q.) pp 
1703-1704. 

Health of the State prisoners tinder 
Regulation III of 1818: (Q.) p. 

1444. 

Operation of the Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrages Act in Farid- 
pur: (Q,) p- 1673. 

Personal and family maintenance allow- 
ance of detenus : (Q.) pp. 1229-1230. 

Persons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal La* 
(Amendment) Act, etc., since 1930: 
(Q.) p. 1441. 
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akravarty, Baku Narendra Narayan 

Proposals for “Information Depart- 
ment” under the Government of 
Bengal. (Q.) p. 1696. 

Suicide by detenus and other restricted 
persorfs since 1930' (Q.) p. 1445. 


handpur, Tippera 

Formation of a Fishermen’s Co-opera- 
tive Society at (Q.) p. 2176. 

handra, Satya Narayan 

Prisoner (Q.) pp. 1838-1839. 

ihattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada 

Persons trained and provided undei the 
unemployment relief scheme (Q.) p. 
1534. 

Success of unemployment ol relief 
scheme (Q.) pp. 1622-1623. 
Unemployment problem. (Q.) p. 1543. 
West Bengal Soap Factory at Majdia 
(Nadia) (Q,) p. 1542. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Narendra Nath # 

Allotment of funds to the Press Officer 
for press propaganda: (Q.) p. 1924, 

Andamans’ prisoners: (Q.) PP- 2093- 
2004. 

Average price of jute : (Q.) p. 1235. 

Beel Route Canal: (Q.) P- 1597. 

Bengal Jute Bill, 1937: p. 1545. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1526. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937- pp. 1240-1250, 1323, 1333, 

1341, 1390,. 1714, 1724-1727, 1787- 
1788, 1797-1798, 1805, 1868-1873, 

*1875, 1943, 1945-1947, 1977. 2032, 

j 2056, 2096, 2098, 2102, 2110-2111, 

2122-2124, 212&-2127, 2187, 2288- 

2291. 

Certain detenus: (Q.) P- 1'51. 

Debt Settlement Board in Bakarganj 
district: (Q.) pp- 2166-216/. 


Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath 

Demand for grant— Administration of 
Jus^ce: pp. 1938, 1§39. 

Detenus: (Q.) p. 1232. 

Detenus and interneeB: (Q.) p- 1216. 
Detenu Srijut Hari Kumar Chakrji- 
barty: (Q.) p. 1350. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 ■ pp. 1455, 1 
1456, 1458. 

Dismissal and reinstatement of certain 
police officers • (Q..) p. 1538. 

Disposal of dead bodies in the Calcutta 
Hospitals. (Q.) pp. 2090-2091. 

Durham at the time of the last Bengal 
Legislative Assembly election in Mid- 
napore (Q ) pp. 1 ?54-1755. 

Formation of a char near the sluice at 
Tnngni, 24-Parganas . (Q ) p. 1309. 

Fund to carry on propaganda on be- 
half of government: (Q.) p. 1J27. 
Government Bill . pp. 1655-1658, 1^381. 
Regarding how far an amendment is 
within the scope of the Bill : pp. 
1641-1646. 

Industrial Credit Syndicate Limited: 
(Q.) p. 2081. 

Number of persons in detention or in 
custody or interned under Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818, and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, 
and Ordinance I of 1930, etc. : (Q.) 

| pp. 1916, 1918. 

Maktabs. (Q.) pp. 1746-1748. 
Managing Committee of the Domar 
Government-aided High English 
School, Rangpur. (Q.) p. 2264. 
Money spent for the prosecution of 
Rai Bahadur Dalip Narayan Singh, 
ex-M.L.C., of Bihar: (Q.) p. 1761. 
Number of persons in Bengal detained 
without trial under the Bengal Re-' 
gulatlon in of 1818 and the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act: (Q.) 
p. 1780/ \ 

Persons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal Law 
i (Amendment) Act, etc*, since 1930! 
MQ.) PP- U42-1443. 
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xxiv 

Chaudfiuri, Rai Harendra Nath I Chittagong 


Prayer hall for the Ashanullah School 
of Engineering, Dacca : (^.) p. 

1484. c 

Present Subdivisional Officer of Chua- 
danga: (Q.) p. 2079. 

Preservation of the historic ruins of 
Mahmudpur and Raigram in Jessorc: 
(Q.) p. 2018. 

• Proposals for “Information Depart- 

ment” ujder the Government of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1697. 

Release of political detenus uncondi- 
tionally: (Q.) p. 1311. 

Resolutions: p. 1143. 

Standard weight for agricultural pro- 
ducts: ((^.) p. 1489. 

Supplementary demands: pp. 1931, 
1932-1933, 1934 

Supplementary demand for grant : pp. 
1637-1638. 

Supplementary demand fSr grant re- 
garding Speaker’s and President’s 
salary: pp. 1864, 1866, 1875. 

Village internment of detenus: (Q.) p. 
1313. * 

Chaukidars 

And dafadars: ( Q.) p. 1431. 

And dafadars in Bengal : (Q,.) p. 

1759. 

Pay of: (Q.) p. 1806. 

Chhatarpaiya 

Dacoity case, Noakhali : (Q.) p. 1440. 

Chinirbandar 

Improvement of passenger shed at : 
(Q.) p. 1999. 

Chippendale, Mr. J.. W. 

Referring the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937* to a Select 
Committee: pp. 1^79-1280. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: pp. 
i 1323, 1880f 1881, 1958, 1976, 2189. 

• Resolutions: pp. 1138-1139. 


Alleged highhandedness on Muslims of 

(Q.) P- 2162. 

Cox’s Bazar subdivision in: (Q.) p 
1668. 

Mazdoor Kisan SJhiti : (Q.)* p. 2168 

Police force in, headquarters: .(Q.)*p 
2007. . 

Representations by the Muslim leaders 
of: (Q.) p. 1755. 

Chittagong Division 

Commissioners of: (Q.) p. 2238. 

Chittagong Hill Tyact Road 

Iron bridge over the river Halda at 
Sharta Ghat on the: (Q.) p. 1686. 

Chuni Lai Mukherjee ) 

Sri, detenu: (Q.) p. 1600. 

Circle Jails 

Head warders and warder guards in 
the. (Q.) p. 1711. 

Circle Officer 

Contai and Ramnagar Circle, Midna- 
pore. Term of office of the: (Q.) p. 
2140. 

’ Circle Pundits: (Q.) p. 1286. 

Circular 

* 

Issued by the Military Intelligence Offi- 
cer of Dinajpur to all the schools: 
(Q.) p *1238. 

By the Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, Presidency flange, for the 
post of constable: (Q.) p. 1318. 

Civil oourts 

Ministerial officers and sheristadars of 
the: (Q.) p. 121$. 

Civil Surgeons: (Q.) p. 5448. 
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Civil Veterinary Department, Bengal 

Assistant Director of the • (0 ) n 

J671. ‘ lV - / P ' 

Clark, Mr.. I. A. 

Ijengai Tenancy (Amendment), Bill 

1937: p. 1373. 


Clerioal staff, Khulna Collectorate 

Appointments in the: (Q.) p. 1625. 


Clerks 

And ministerial officers of Midnapore 
settlement operations . (Q.) p. 158$ 

In the courts under the District Judge 
of Pabna (Q.) p. I66c\ 

In Dacca and Mymensingh district 
offices' * (Q.) p. 2251. 

In the Judges and Munsif’s Courts of 
Jes'iore: (Q.) p. 1299. 

In the office of the Commissioner of 
Police in the Upper and Lower Divi- 
sions: (Q,.) p. 1762. 

In thfi offices of the District Inspec- 
tor of Schools: (Q.) p. 1172. 

Permanent, in the Murshidabnd Col- 
lectorate: (Q.) p. 1318. 

Process-servers and night guards ap- 
pointed by the District Judge of 
Faridpur for the years 1936-37 : 
(Q.) p. 1628. 


Closure , 

Of the lock-gates of Madaripur Bheel 
Route Canal: (Q.) p. J2235. 

Collective* fines 

Prom the Hindus of Chittagong : (Q.) 
P- 1906. 


Collector of Nadia 

appointment of scheduled castes in 
Ihe offices* under the: (Q.) p. 1672. 


Colleotorate(s) 

Appointments made in the, of Rangpur 
Jalptiguri and Dinajpur since 1930: 

A (Q.) p. 1220. 

In each district on account of land- 
lord’s fees. Amount in deposit in 
the: (Q.) p. 1613. 

Percentage of Muhammadans in the 
Upper Division clerical service in the: 
(Q.) p. 1635. 

» 

Commissioners of Chittagong Division: 

(Q.) p. 2238. 

Commissioner of Police 

Mr. A. D. Gordon and Mr. L. H. Col- 
son. Persons dismissed and re-in- 
stated during the tenure ofi (Q.) p. 
1539. 

Clerks in the Upper and Lower Divi- 
sions in the office of the: * (Q.) p. 
1762. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks, cashiers, 
stenographers, typists* and pres* 
establishment in the office of the: 
(Q.)i p. 1766 

Committee of Privileges 

Resolution for the constitution of a: % 
(Q.) p. 1130. 

Communications and Works Department 

Paucity of Muslim in the- ( QA p. 
2264. 

Complaints 

Regarding the Damodar Canal Rates: 
(Q.) p. 1626. 

Confirmation 

Of the Head Mistress of the P. N. • 
Girls’ *School, Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 1851. 

i 

Congress ' 

Ban on, Committees in Midnapore: 

(Q.) p. 1813. \ > 

Institutions in India : (Q.) p. 1295- * 
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Congress Organisations 

Names and numbers of the unlawful: 

<Q.) p. 2572. K 

c 

Constables 

Circular by the Deputy Inspector- 
* General of Police, Presidency Range, 
for the post of. (Q.) p- 1318. 

In Bengal Police Service: (Q.) p. 1286. 

In Bengal Police, Calcutta Police and 
in Railway Police. Number of: (Q.) 
p. 1753. 

From the district of 24-Parganas. Re- 
cruitment of Bengali ordinary and 
literate (Q.) p. 1781. 

Constitution • 

Of the Haipur Union Board, Contai 
(Q.) p. 1820. 

Construction 

• 

(ft latrines in Ward No. 1 of Pabna 
Municipality and by the side of 
Pabna police line Shiva Temple: (Q.) 
p. 2142. c 

Contai 

0 And Ramnagar Circle, Midnapore. Term 
of office of the Circle Officer: (Q.) 
p. 2140. 

National School Building at (Q.) p. 
1807. 

Road Station on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. Waiting-rooms at : (Q.) 

p. 1701. 

Contour Survey 

In Central and Western Bengal in 
1936. Appointment for: (Q.) p. 
2137. 

* Contributions 

Received under the Bengal Wakf Act, 
1934: (Q.) p. UyO. * 

Co-operative 

Bengal, Organisation Society, Limi^d, 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 2010. 


Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness 

Appointment of candidates ovee 25 
years of age m the, Department: 
(Q.) p. 2016. 

Co-operative Department , 

Fixing the ratio of the scheduled •; 

castes in the : (Q,.) p. 1994. 

Inspectors and Auditors of the : (Q.) 

p. 2016. 

Percentage of communal recruitment 
of posts of Inspectors and Auditors i 
in the: (Q.) p. 1972. 

Recruitment of Auditors of the (Q.) 
p. 2015. \ 

Co-operative Societies 

At Cliandpur, Tippera. Formation of 
Fishermen’s : (Q.) p. £176. 

Audit fees of: (Q.) p. 2181. 

Bengal. The Registrar: (Q.) p. 2118. 

Copyists 

Of the Registration Department : (Q.j 
p. 1632. 

« 

Corporation 

Employment of detenus: (Q.) p. 
2182. 

Country liquor shops 

Honorary Magistrates as licensees or 
proprietors of. (Q.) p. 1693. 

* 

Court-guardians 

Appointed^in Mymensingh during the 
years 1935-36 and 1936-37 : (Q,) P- 

1632. 

Courts 

Under the District Judge of Pa bna ' 
Clerks in the: (Q.) p. 1668. 

Cox’s Bazar subdivision 

In Chittagong: (Q.) P- 1668. 
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eating 

A, subdivision at Bajitpur, Mvmensingh: 
m p. 1625. 

eation 

Of loan funds: (Q.) p. 1780. 

Of Marriage Registrar’s office for cer- 
tain thanas within the ‘Netrakona 
subdivision in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
2167. 

'iminal case 

Against Jiban K. Dey and others of 
Chhaygaon by the police of Palong 
Circle in Faridpur (Q.) p. 1289. 

Against one Santosl/Banerji and three 
other youngmen of Faridpur (Q.) 
p. 1764. 

'iminal courts, Mymensingh 

Scheduled castes in (Q.) p. 2252. 

riminal Law Amendment Act in 1930 

and 1931 

Persons arrested and detained under 
the:, (QJ p. 1492. 

. T. M Course of training: ( Q.) p. 

2136. 

acca 

Baherak Satvasram at: (Q.) p. 2259. 

Board of Secondary Education: (Q.) 
p. 1969. 

Hartal in the Row ad Bazar: (Q.) p. 
2135. 

Properties of Abhoyasram,* Malikanda : 
(Q.) p. 2071. J 

iacca Electric Supply Company, Limited 

Rate of charge for electricity supplied 
by the: ( Q.) p. 2236. 

>*cca Medical School 

Deputy Superintendent : (Q.) p. 2092. 

“acca Municipality i (Q.) p. 1121. 


Oaoca and Mymensingh Distriot Offices 

Clerks in: (Q.) p. 2251. 

Dnfadars 

And chaukidars in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
1759. 

* 

Dalip Narayan Singh, Rai Bahadur, ex- 
M.L.C. of Bihar 

Money spent for the prosecution of: 
(Q,) p. 1759. 

Damage 

Caused b\ the breacli in the Western 
bank of the river Mor. (Q.) p. 
1709. 

Damodar Division 

Abandonment of several irrigation cir- 
cuits in . ^(Q.) p. 1709 

Darjeeling District Board 1 

Supervisor. (Q.) p. 1736. 

Damodar Canal rates 

Complaints regarding the. (Q.) p.* 

1626. * 

Damodar flood (Q.) p. 1995. 

Dankuni Canal 

Improvement : (Q.) p. 1995. 

Darjeeling Improvement Fund: (Q.) 
p. 1827. 

Das, Mr. Anukui Chandra 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1511. 

Boincheetolla Union Board: (Q.) p. 
1419. » 

Overflow of water in the Salta thana, 
24-Parganas : ^ (Q.) PP* 2067-2068. 
Principles of appointment of caste 
Hindus, Muhammadans and sche- ( 
Wuled castes in the Fbrest Depart-' 
ment: (Q,.) P* 1307. 
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$ 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra 

Process-servers’ returns : 4Q-) p- 

1589. 

* 

Sluice at Tangra, 24-Parganas : (Q.) 

p. 1309. 

Das, Mr. Kerit Bhusan 

Permanent clerks in the Murshidabad 
Collectorate : (Q.) p. 1316. 

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 1905. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

• 

Appointfnent made in the civil and cri- 
minal courts of Mymensingh in 1936- 
37: (Q.) p. 1223. 

Appointment of scheduled castes to 
•Government service: ^.) p. 2059. 

Civil Surjjeons : (Q.) p. 1449. 

Clerks in Dacca and Mymensingh Dis- 
trict offices (Q.) p. 225U 

Clerks in the Judges and Munsif’s 
Courts of Jessore: (Q.) p. 1301. 

Depressed class Hindus as a separate 
community for the purpose of re- 
cruitment: ( Q.) p. 1851. 

Drinking water-supply in Mymensingh : 

(Q.) p. 2173. 

Fixing the ratio of the scheduled castes 
in the Co-operative Department : 
(Q.) p. 1994. 

Number of constables in Bengal Police, 
Calcutta Police and Railway Police: 
(Q.) p. 1754. 

Permanent clerks in the Murshidabad 
Collectorate: (Q.) p. 1317. 

Recruitment of Auditors of the Co- 
operative Department: (Q.) p. 
2015. • 

Scheduled catses members returned to 
the District Board ,/ Local Boards and 
Municipalities in Mymensingh : (Q.) 

p. 1821 . 

Scheduled castes in Mymensingh Cri- 
minal courts : (Q.) t>. 2252. 


Das, Mr. Monmohan 

Seats for the scheduled caste studpn 
in Guru-Training Schools, IMyiiei 
singh: (Q.) p. 1500. 

• 

Das, Babu Radhanath 

Breeding-bull in the Union Board 
Batanal, Hooghly district: (Q.) 
1429. 

Electrical licenses (Q,.) p. 1413. 

Hoo^hly-iCliinsurah Sjporting Assoeu 
tion : (Q.) p. 2144. 

Police assault on several workers 
Angus Mill: (Q.) p. 1617. 

Retired assistants of the Finance D 
partment: (Q.) p. 1420. 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Allowances to detenus. (Q.) p. 17.5 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bi 
1937. p. 1581. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bi 
1937 pp. 1335-1337. 

Bus or taxi pasesnger traffic plying f 
hire from Chalsa to Bograkote, J? 

# paiguri : (Q.) p. 1654. 

District Board contribution to il 
General Hospital, Jalpaiguri ((J 
pp. 2068-2069. 

Rent of the Western Duars Khas Mali 
in Jalpaiguri during Milligan’s Sett) 
ments: (Q.) pp. 1613-1615. 

Sale of the grass of lands by the Pul 
lie Works Department in Siligu 
subdivision: »(Q.) pp. 1738-1739. 

t 

Das Gupta, *Mr. Narendra Nath 

Cattle epidemic in the Patuakhali sul 
division: (Q.) pp. 1232-1233. 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chitti 
gong : (Q.) p. 1907. 

Construction of latrines in Ward M 
1 of Pabna Municipality and by tl) 
side of Pabna Police Line Shit 
Temple: (Q.) pp. 2142-2143. 

Debt Settlement Board in Bakarf!« fl 
district: (Q.) pp. 2165-2166. 
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as Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath 

Detenu Sj. Dhirendra Nath Sen: (Q.) 

1589. 

Detenu Mr. Satindra Nath Sen: (Q.) 

pp. 2152, 2174-2175. 

Disposal* of unclaimed dead bodies of 
Hindus : (Q.) pp. 2087-2088. 

Order of prohibition of entry on Sj. 
Narendra Nath Das: (Q.) pp. 221 0- 
2242. 

Sj. Manmdra Nath Some. (Q.) p. 
1777. 

Tlie term of lease of the river Kirtan- 
khola : (Q.) p. 1404. 

Worship house for the Hindu Police 
force at Pirojpur^ (Q.) pp 1741- 

1742. 


Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath 

Annual breaches in the embankment 
of the river CSumti in Tippera dis- 
» triot: (Q,.) p. 2270. 

Hnherak Satyasram at Dacca ( Q.) pp. 
2260-2261. * 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill- 
pp. 1787, 1799-1800, 1867, 1979, 2021- 
2022, 2025, 2098-2099, 2101-2102, 

2108-2109, 5115-2117, 2191, 22A9- 

2211, 2280, 2809-2310. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1383, 2029-2030, 2040, 
2046, 2049, 2056. 

Congress Institutions in India (Q.) 
p. 1296. 

Debt Settlement Board ait Shilmun 
Dmon, Tippera- ((^.) p. 2165. 

Distress in the* Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. Ilf7. 

Externees from Midnapore since 1933. 
(Q.) pp. 1835-1838. 

Formation of a Fishermen’s Co-opera- 
tive Society at Chandpur, Tippera : 
(Q.) pp. 2176-2178. 

Grievances of the fishermen of Kartik- 
Pur: (Q.) p p . 1910, 1913. 

Mother of internee, Babu Chandra 
Kumar Sykar: (Q.) p. 1443. 


Names and numbers of the unlawful 
Congress organisations: (Q.) p. 

# 2272. 

Number of institutions and associations 
under ban: (Q„) pp. 2070-2071. 

Order of prohibition of entry on Sj. 

Narendra Nath Das: (Q.) p. 2242. 
Resolutions pp. 1206, 1207. 

Rivers Tilash and Howra in Tippera* 

(Q.) p. 1967. 

Snmnti Profulla Nalini Brahma. (Q.) 
p. 1447. 

Dead bodies 

In the Calcutta Hospitals. Disposal of : 
(Q.) p 2088 ' 

<> 

Of Hindus, unclaimed. Disposal of 
(Q.) p. 2087 

Death 

01 Abdul Sekh while in police custody: 

(Q ) p. 1184. ’ 

Debt Cc/ici nation Boards: (Q.) p. 1627. 

Debt Settlement Board(s) 

i 

At Shilmun Union, Tippera: (Q.) p. 
2165. 

Cases of sales staged under orders of: 
(Q,) p. 2091. 

In Burdwan Establishment of- (Q.) 
p. 1687. 

In Bakarganj district: (Q.) p. 2165. 

In the district of Mymensingh. Number 
of (Q.) p. 2178. 

In Mymensingh. Number of ordinary: 
(Q.) p. 2267. 

Delay 

In holding elections to the Tala Union 
Boarcf (Q.) p. 1896. 

i 

Deletion ' 

Of certain matters from the newspapers 
before supplying them \*> the detenus 
\ <Q.) p. 1437. * 
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Demand for grant 

Administration of Justice — 27: pp. 

1935-1942. * 

Supplementary, p. 163^. 

Deoli Detention Camp 

# 

Bomb in: (Q.) P- 1968. 

Depressed class Hindus 

As a separifte community for the pur- 
pose of recruitment: (Q.) p. 1851. 

Deputation 

By the Muslim leaders of Chittagong- 
(Q.) p. 1823. 

Deputy Commissioner(s) 

Assistant Commissioners, Inspectors 

and ^bib-inspectors in the Calcutta 
.Police: (Q.) P- 1818. ^ 

(tf Police, South District, Calcutta. 
Post of* (Q,.) p 2074. 

Deputy Superintendent • 

Dacca Medical School (Q.) p- 2092. 

Detenus: (Q.) pp. 1231 , 1734. 

Mr. Abdul Halim . (Q.) p. 1292. 

Messrs. Abdul Halim and Saroj Muk- 
harji : (Q.) p. 1595. 

Allowances to: (Q. pp. 1122, 1752. 
Babu Benoy Bagchi : (Q.) p. 1599. 

Birendra Nath Das Gupta- (Q.) p. 
1492. 

Certain: (Q.) p. 1749. 

Sri Chuni Lai Mukherjee: (Q.) p. 
1600. 

Corporation employment of : (Q.) p. 

2182. 

Dr. Charu Banerjee : (Q.) p. 1416. 

Dhirendra Nath Ghosh oi Sagaliapara : 
(Q.) p. 1356. 

Deletion of certain matters from the 
newspaper?* before supplying thein to 
the: (Q.) p. 1437. • 


Detenus 

Examined by the present Governing 
Case of: (Q.) p. 1444. • 

Sri jut Hari Kumar Chakrabarty : (Q 
p. 1350. 

Interned in their homes or elsewher 
Grant of an allowance to all : (Q 
p. 1609. 

Internment of, in villages during tl 
rainy seasons: (Q.) p. 1357. 

Jvotirmoy Nandy and Sree Narayt 
Jha • (Q. ) p. 1482. 

And other restricted persons since 193 
Suicide by (Q.) p. 1445. 

Paresh Chandra Dutt: (Q,.) p. 131 

And internees:^ (Q.) p. 1215. 

Personal and family maintenance o 

(Q.) p. 1229. 

And political prisoners. Female, ] 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1217. . 

And political prisoners release! 
Number of: (Q.) p. 1120. 

Profulla Kumar Doubey : (Q.) ] 

1605. 

Mr. Satindra Nath Sen:* (Q.) pp. 215' 
2174. 

Babu Satya Ranjai^ Chattopadhaya 

* (Q.j pp. 1446, 1490, 1914. 

And State prisoners Number of- (Q 
p. 1123. 

Sj. Subimal Sarkar, B.Sc. (Eng.) 

(Q.) pp. 1901, 1238. 

Sudhansu Bhusan Roy. Family allow 
ance to. (Q,.) p. 1695. 

Sunil Chandra Ghosh : (Q.) p. 1833 

Mr. Tara Kishore Bjirdhan : (Q.) P 

1115. 

Sj. Dhiretdra Nath Sen: (Q.) P 
1589. 

Total number of Bengali gentlemen anc 
ladies now in detention under 
lation III of 1818 and the. Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act : ) 

p. 1901. 

Dey, Dr. B. N. • 

Electricity Scheme by: *(Q.) P- 
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Dhirendra Nath $6n,*6J. 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 1589. 

Dinajpur 

Platform at the, Railway Station for 
Ruhea* Branch line trains: ( Q.) p. 

, 1812. 

Sadar. Shed attached to the Registra- 
tion offices at: (Q.) p. 2167. 

Director of Industries 

Staff under the control of (Q.) p. 1281. 

Discussion 

Of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937. p. 1453. 

Dismissal 

And reinstatement of certain police 
officers:' (Q.) p. 1536. 

bisposal 

Of deaB .bodies in the Calcutta Hospi- 
tals (Q.) ,p, 2088. 

Of the feeble-minded children and 
adults coming to or sent to courts 
<Q,) p. 1813*. 

Of unclaimed dead bodies of Hindus 
(Q.) p. 2087. 

Distress 

In the Patuakbali subdivision, Bakar- 
ganj: (Q.) p. 1175. 

District Board 

Contribution to the GeneiAl Hospital, 
Jalpaiguri : (Q.) p. 20^8. 

Darjeeling. Supervisor: (Q.) p. 1736. 

Khulna. Second Vice-Chairman: (Q.) 
P- 1664. 

Strict of Faridpur 

Dnder the operation of the Bengal Sup- 
pression of TeVrorist Outrages Act: 
<Q-) p. 1703. 
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Clerks in the offices of the : (0 ) d 
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District Judge 

Of Faridpur Number of clerks, pro- 
cess-servers and night guards. 
Appointed by, for the years 1936-37- 
(Q,) p. 1628. 

Of Faridpur. Ministerial officers under 

*he (Q.) p . 1691. 0 

01 Nadia. Number of scheduled caste 
clerks in the offices under the • (O ) 
p. 1772. 

Of Nonkhali Percentage of Muslim 

appointments in the offices under the ■ 
(Q.) p. 1712. 

Of Palma. Clerk* in the coilrts under 
(Q) p. 1668. 

Distriot offices « 

Clerks in D^rra and Mymensingh «> ) 
p. 2251. ‘ „ 

Muslims in. (Q.) p . 2247. 

District feuh-.Registrar of Daoca : (O ) p 

1303. 

Division: pp. 1194-1195, 1213, 1277-1279,' 

1509, 1566, 1804-1805, 1958-1960, 

2103-2104, 2129-2130, 2213-2216. 

On Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: 
pp. 2310-2311. 


Doctors 

In the Bengal Medical Service in 1934: 

(Q.) p. 1616. 


Dolui, Mr. Harendra 

Abandonment of several irrigation cir- 
cuits in Damiodar Division: (Q.) p. 
1709. f 

i 

Domar 

Government-aided High English School, 
Rangpur. Managing (Jommittee of 
\the . (Q.) p. 2263. 
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Drainage scheme 

Baranal-Salimpur, Khulna: (Q.) p. 
2234. # 4 


Drinking water supply 

• In Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 2173. 


Durbars 

At the tim% of the last Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly Election in Midnn- 
pore: (Q.) p. 1754. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

“Begar” system in Hooghly district: 

(Q-) p. U 20 - 

Improvement of Dankuni Canal . (Q.; 

p. 1995. 

Labour officers : (Q.) P- 1845. 

Salkia Transport Agency ^n the Howrah 
• Bally Khal Bus Route: (Q.) pp. 1824- 
1826. • 

Sub-In sec ton Babu Girindra Nath 
Singh. (Q.) p. 1768. ^ 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937: p. 1528. 


Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 


Adjournment motion: p. 2274. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: p. 1555. 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1329, 1348, 2309. 

Certain detenus (Q.) pp. 1749-1752. 
Commissioners of Chittagong Division: 
(Q.) pp. 2239-2240. 

Criminal case against one Santosh 
Kumar Banerji and three other 
youngmen of Farid pur: (Q.) p. 1766. 

Detenus Messrs. Abdul ftalim and 
Saroj Mukherji: (Q.) # pp. 1595-1596. 

Detenu Dr. Charu *Banerjee : (Q.) p. 

1418. 


Detenu Hjyrf Kumar Chakrabarty : 
p. 1350. 
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Dutta Mazumdar, W. Niharendti 

Detenus Jyotirmoy Nandy and 
Narayan Jha : (Q.) p. 1483. # 

Detenu Mr. Tarakishore Bardhan : 
p. 1117. 

Employees of the Inland Steamer* S< 
vices: (Q.) pp. 1585, 1586, 1587. 

Fund to* carry on propaganda on behi 
of Government: (Q.) pp. 1425-141 

“Hajat” room at Rangpur Sadar: ((, 
pp. 1222, 1223. 

Inspectors, Auditors and Irngati 
Supervisors : (Q.) pp. 1619-1620. 

Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed: (Q.) p. 2157. 

Air. Dharani Iianta Goswami of Meei 
Conspiracy case: (Q.) pp. 1809-18! 

Mymensingh Police Lines. (Q.) 
1848. 

Number of persons whose houses w< 
searched by the police and the p: 
perties seized. (Q.) p. 1430. 

Order of prohibition of entry on ! 
Narendra Nath Das’ lQ.) pp. 22 
2244. 

Personal and family maintenance alb 
anco ol detenus. (Q.) pp. 12i 
1231. . 

• 

Persons arrested in the Qarbeta Cc 
spiracy case in the Midnapore d 
triet. (Q.) p. 1613. 

Police assault on several workers 
Angus Mill: (Q.) p. 1618. 

Port and Dock Workers’ strike. ((, 
pp. 1173-1174. 

Prisoners and detenus with higher ed 
cation. (Qj p. 1316. • 

Prisoner Madar Khan: (Q.) pp. 146 
1482. t 

Prisoner Mr. Mukleswar Rahman (Q 
pp. 1411-1412. 

Prosecution under the Indian Fore 
Act in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 1134. 

Rate of charge for electricity supp^ 
by the Dacca Electric Supply Lor 
pany, Limited: (Q.) pp. 2237-22® 

Refund of the forfeited money of nev>* 
papers: (Q.) p. 1366. 
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Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharendu 

RivOr Brahmaputra, Mymensingh: (Q.) 
\p. 1595. 

Settlement of Nayanadi-Rathkhola 
Fishery.: (Q.) p. 2250. 

Terms of settlement of jute strike: 

. (Q.) pp. 1675-1678, 1680-1681. 

Time schedule: p. 1453. 

Eastern Bengal Railway 

Ranaghat station. Parcel clerk of: 
(Q.) p. 2265. 

Employee Nalini Mohan Deb. Case 
against: (Q.) p. 1297. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath 

Circle Pundit: (Q.) p. 1286. 

Excise vendors in Bakarganj : (Q.) pp. 
1964-1965. 

Mussalman and scheduled caste Forest- 
, ers in Bengal: (Q.) p. 1306. 

Names and castes of the Chairman and 
members of the Pirojpur Special 
Board: <Q.) pp. 2229-2230. 

Education Cess in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 

1178. 

Imposition of: (Q.) p. 1736. 

Eleotion 

Of the Bhogdanga Union Board, Rang- 
pur: (Q.) p. 1992. 

Petitions: (Q.) p. 1684. 

Elootrlo installations 

For Hooghly-Chmsura Municipality : 
(Q.) p. 1841. 

f 

Eleotrioal lioenses: (Q.) p. 1413. 

Eleotrioity scheme 

By Dr. B. N. Dtey: (Q.) p. 2066. 

Electricity supplied 

By the Dacca Electric Supply Company, 
Limited. Rale of charge for: (Q.) 
P. 2236. „ 


Electrocution 

Accidents to human beings and animals 
due to, under D. C.’and A. 0. cur- 
, rents, respectively, in Calcutta and 
the adjoining municipalities: (Q.) 
p. 1892. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 2034-2035. 

Certificate procedure resorted to by the 
landlords at the publication of the 
records of rights: (Q.) p. 1830. 

Election of the Bhogdanga Union Board : 
(Q.) pp. 1992-1993. 

Employees 

Board of Wakfs: (Q.) p. 2268. 

In the Boiler Service: (Q.) p. 2158. 

In the Factories Department. Number 
of: (Q v | p. 1769. 

In the School of Tropical Medicines, 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1118: 

Of the Inland Steamer Services: (Q.) 
p. ,1582. 

Enforcement 

Of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion Act in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
1179. 

Engagement 

Of a Special Public Prosecutor in super- 
session of the local Publio Prosecutor 
in Howrah: (Q.) p. 1849. 

Enhancement of rents 

Suits for, in Mymensingh sinoe 1929 
to 1936: (Q.) p. 1217. 

Under the Bengal Tenancy Act in the 
Khas Mahal area, Midnapore: (Q> 
p. Ifi03. 

Epidemic « 

Cattle, in the Patuakhali subdivision: 

(Q.) p. 1282. 

Dropsy due to mustard oil: . (Q.) 

, 1439. 
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Establishment 

Of a model sanitary area under police- 
station Hahra, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 
1436. 

Qf Debt Settlement Boards in Burdwafc : 
(Q.) p. 1687. 

pf Saadat College at Karatia: (Q.) p. 
1907. 

Of School Boards: (Q.) p. 1999. 

Estates at Noakhaii 

Realisation of exemption fees from 
defaulting: (Q.) p. 2257. 

Examinees 

At Madaripur Centre in Faridpur. 
Alleged arrest of: (Q.) p. 1744. 

Exoise lioehoee: (Q.) p. 2179. 

Excavation 

Of canals in the Kishorecanj subdivi- 
sion in Mymensingh: IQ.) p. 1697. 

Exoise shops 

Vending: (Q.) p. 2252. f 

Excise Sub- Inspectors: (Q.) p. 1606. 

Exoise vendors In BakarganJ: (Q.) p. 

1964. 

Executive Service, Provincial 

Promotion of some junior members of 
the: (Q.) p. 2075. 

Exemption 

Fees from defaulting estates at Noa- 
khaii. Realisation of: (Q.) p. 2257. 

Expenditure 

For the industrial and agricultural 
training of the . detenus up till 30th 
June, 1937: (Q.) p. I860., 

Incurred for the tour Of the Hon’ble 
Minister and jute r^striBtion for the 
last three years: (Q.) p. 1490. 

For 1937-38. Supplemental? statement 
> of: p, I**'. 


Expense 

In maintaining the police force of Cal 
cutta: (Q.) p. 1283. 

Externeei 

Babu Aghore Chandra Das.* (Q.) p 
1782. 

From Midnapore since 1933: ‘(Q-) p 
1835. # 

Extra copyists 

In the office of the Registrar of Assui 
ances, Calcutta. (Q.) p. 1501. 

Of the Registration Department: (Q. 
p. 2225. 

Extra muharrir 

Babu Dwarka Nath Das in the Janak; 
Sub-Registry Office, Midnapore: (Q. 
p. 1415. 

Factories Department 

Number of employees in the: (Q.) p 
1769. 

Family allowance 

To detenu Sudhansu Bhusan Rt>y: (Q. 
p. 1695. 

Faridpur 

Alleged arrest of examinees at Madari 
pur Centre in: (Q.) p. 1744. 

Allotment of money from the Roac 
Development Fund for the construc- 
tion of road in: (Q.) p. 1530. 

Anti-Terrorist League in Kotwalipara: 
(Q.) p. 1593., 

Criminal case against one Santosh 
Kumar BUnerji and three other young- 
men of: % (Q.) p. 1764. 

District Judge of. Number of clerks, 
process-servers and night guards 
appointed by, for the years 1936-37: 
(Q.) p. 1628. 

Ministerial officers under the District 
Judge of: (Q.) p. 1691. 

Operation of the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages* Act in: (Q) P’ 
1673. , 
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District under the operation of Bengal 
Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
'Act: (Q.) p. 1703. 

Police administration of: (Q.) p. 1601. 


•ateha Yazdahum 

Resolution : p. 1166. 


•azlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 


Adjournment motion: pp. 1129, 1163- 
1166, 1169. 


Administration of the Wakf Estates: 


(Q.) p. 1905. 


/ 


Allotment of funds to the Press Officer 
for press propaganda: (Q.) p. 1924. 
Amount spent by Government and Dis- 
trict Boards for primary education: 
(Q.) p! 1298. 


Annual income of the wakf estates of 
Hadji Mohammad Mohsin: (Q.) pp. 
1688-1689. 

Appointment from Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service to provincial grade: 
(Q.)’ p. 1890. 

Appointment of Professorship * of 
Chemistry in Rajshahi and Krishnagar 
Colleges: (Q.) p. 1171. 

Appointment of Quazis: (Q.) p. 1304. 

Average annual cost per student in each 
Government college: (Q.) p. 2270. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: p. 1554. 

Bengal Registration ^Manual : (Q.) p. 
1501. 

) 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: pp. 
1246, 1249-1252, 126&266, 2025- 

2026, 2043-2044, 2046-2047, 2207, 

2295-2301. 


Board of Wakf employees : (Q.) p. 
2258. 

Bodhana Samiti: (Q.) p. 1847. 

Circle Pundits: (Q.:) p. 1286. 

Clerks in, the ofiicei of the District 
Inspector # f Schools: (Q.) p. =1172. 


Fail ul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Confirmation of the Head Mistress of 
the P. N. Girls’ f&hool, Rajshtthi: 
(Q.) pp. 1852-1854. 

Contributions received under the Bengal 
Wakf Act, 1934: (Q.) p. 1411. 

Copyists in the Registration Depart-’ 
ment: (Q.) p. 1632. 

Creation of Marriage Registrar’s office 
for certain thanas within the Netro- 
kona subdivision ir> Mymensinght 

(Q.) p. 2168. 

Dacca Board of Secondary Education: 

(Q.) pp. 1969, 1970. 

District Sub-Registrar of Dacca: (Q.) 
p. 1304. 

Education C«bs in Mvipensingh: (Q.) 
p. 1178. 

Electrical licenses: (Q.) p. 1415. 

Enforcement of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Act ih Mymen- 
singh: *Q.) p. 1179. 

v 

Establishment of Saadat^ College at 
Karatia: (Q.) pp. 1908-1910. 

Establishment of School Boards: (Q.) 

pp.* 2000, 2001. 

Extra copyists of the Registration De- 
partment: (Q.) pp. 2226-2227. 

Extra copyists in the office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta: 
<Q.) P- 1502. 

Extra muharrir Babu Dwarka Nath Das 
in the Janaka Sub-Registry office, 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1416. 

Government contributions to the Cal- 
cutta University from 1921-1937 i 
(Q.) p. 2269. 

Government Fuller Memorial of special 
scholarships and Mohsin and other 
stipends: (Q) p. 1406. 

Government grants-in-aid to school and 
madrasahs: (Q.) pp. 1587, 1588. • 

Grant-in-aid Pules: (Q.) pp. 2266- 
2267. i 

Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, 
Superintendents and Assistant Super- 
intendents of Government High* 
Schools in Bengal: (<$.) p. 222?. • 
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Hooghly-Chinsura Sporting Association : 
(Q.) p. 2045. 

Imposition of education cess in Mymen- 

( singh: (Q.) p. 1736. 
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(Q.) P- 1708. 

Maktabs : (Q.) pp- 1747-1748. 
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Government-aided High English 
School, Rangpur : (Q.) pp. 2263- 

2264. 

Members of the Central Text Book 
Committee: (Q.) pp. 1811-1812. 

Jiohsin overseas scholarship: (Q.) p. 
1500. 

Muhammadan officers in the rank of 
Bengal Educational Service (Senior 
and Junior): (Q.) pp. 1181-1182. 

Jfjimber of schools and madrasahs in 24- 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 1173. 

Old scheme madrasah: (Q.) p. 1888. 

Opening of “Title Course” clp-SBes in 
mufassal madrasahs: (Q.) p. 1068. 

Prayer hall for the Ahsanullah School 
of Engineering, Dacca: (Q.) p. 1484. 

Pressure of work in Registration offices : 
(Q.) p. 1433. 

Properties of Abhoyasram, Malikanda, 
Dacca: (Q.) p. 2073. 

Primary schools: (Q.) pp. 1284, 1285. 

Professor of Chemistry in Islamia 
College: (Q.) pp. 1498-1499. 

Promotion of qualified teachers to the 
posts of lecturers : (Q.) p. 1170. 

Proposals for “Information Depart- 
ment” under the Government of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1697. 

Raj air Sub-Rdgistry Office within 
Madaripur subdivision, Faridpur: 
(Q.) p. 1302. ^ a 

Recommendations of the Muslim Educa- 
tion Advisory Committee: (Q.) pp. 
1624462$. 

Resolutions^ p. 1187. 
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Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. ‘ 

Resolution for tne constitution of i 
Committee of Privileges: (Q.) p 
1130. 

Scheme for school hygiene work ii 
Bengal r (Q.) pp. 1819-1820. 

School hygiene scheme for Calcutta 
(Q.) pp. 1689-1690. 
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in Guru Training Schools, Mymen 
singh : (Q.) p. 1500. 

Secretary, Intermediate and Secondar 
Board of Education, Dacca: (Q.) p 
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Shed attached to the Registratio: 
offices at Dinajpur Sadar: (Q.) p 
2167. 

Students of the old scheme madrasahs 
(Q.) p. 1809. 

Sub-Registrar’s office within Burichan 
police-station in Tippera : (Q.) I 

1305. 

Wakf estates: (Q.) pp. 1998, 1999. 

Wakf estates in M.ymensingh : (Q. 

pp. 2255-2257. 

Fazlul Quadfr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Bengal Registration Manual: (Q.) I 
1501. 

Copyists in the Registration Depart 
ment: (Q.) p. 1632. 

Pressure of work in Registration offices 
(Q.) p. 1433. 


Fees 

Principles for the realisation of exemp 
tion, fro^ defaulting estates in reve 
nue saleQ in Noakhali: (Q.) P> HB2 


Female detenus 

And political prisoners in Bengal : (Q ) 
p. 1217. 


Female waiting room 

At Kholahati railway station : (Q ) p ‘ 
2083. 
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Oppression of the people of Banskhali, 

9 Chittagong, by: (Q.) p. 1670. 
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Of appointments in the office of the 
. Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 1694. 

Of the posts of Auditors and Inspectors 
for Dinajpur from the indigenous 
inhabitants of the district: (Q.j p. 
1970. 

Film Censors’ Office, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 

1423. 

Finance Department 

Retired assistants of the; (Q.') p. 
1420. 
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Collective, for the Hindus of Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 1906. 

Fishermen’s Co-operative Society at 
Chandpur, Tippera 

Formation of *: (Q.) p. 2176. 

Fishery 

Nayanadi-Rathkhola. Settlement 

(Q.) p. 2249. 

Fixing 

The ratio of the scheduled castes in the 
Co-operative Department: (Q.) p. 
1994. 1 . ’ 

Flood 

Damodar: (Q.) p. 1995. 

Flooding 

Of Tollygunge ‘and Panchannagram : 
(Q.) p. 2223. 

Foresters 

Mussalman and scheduled caste in 

Bengal: *(Q.) p. 1306. 


Formation 

Of a Fishermen’s Co-operative Society 
at Chandpur, TippeiA: (Q.) p. 217iv 
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Functions 

Of the Press Officer of Government^ 
(Q.) p. 2140. 

Fund 

Known as “Poor Box'* at Lall Baser 
Police Office: (Q.) p. 2063. 

To carry on propaganda on behalf of 
Government: (Q.) p. 1423. 

Garbeta Conspiracy case 

In the Midnapore district. Persons 
arrested in the: (Q.) p.*1611. 

Garden Reach Municipal 

Scheme for a suitable outfall fnm the, 
area to^the river Hooghly: (§.) p. 
1963. 
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v 

Of villages in Tippera: (Q.) p. 1356. 

General Hospital, Jalpalguri » 

District Board contribution to the: *Q«) 

p. 2068. 

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna 

Bengal Shop Controlling Bill, 1937: p. 
1570. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1391, 1887. 

Bomb in Deoli Detention Camp: (Q.) 
p. 1968. 

Cattle epidemic in the Patuakhali, 
subdivision. (Q.) p. 1233. ^ 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chitta* 
gong: (Q.j p. 1906. 

Deletion *of certain matters from the 
newspapers (before supplying <them 
to the detenus: (Q.' p. 1438. 

Detenus Messrs. Abdul Hahm 
Saroj Mukherji: lQ ) p. 1596. • 
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dhoti' Mr. Atul Krishna 

-Durbars at the time of the Bengal 
Legislative "Assembly election in 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1755. r 

Extra copyists in the office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta : 

, C (Q.) p. 1502. 

Filling up of the posts of Auditors and 
Inspectors for Dinajpur from the 
indigenous inhabitants of the district: 
(Q.) p. 197,1. 

Hawkers in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1744. 

Internment of detenus in villages dur- 
ing the rainy season: (Q.) p. 1357. 

Internment order on Batish Chandra 
Samanta of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
1010. 

c 

Jessore-Khulna Youth Association: (Q.) 
p. 1179. 

Journal “Mazdoor” : (Q.) pp. 1S99- 

1900. t 

Police force in Chittagong headquarters . 
(*$.) pp. 2008, 2009. 

Preservation of the historic rivers of 
Mahmudpur and Raigram in Jessoro. 
(Q.) p. 2018. 

Rate of charge for electricity supplied 
by the Dacca Electric Supply Com- 

< pany, Limited: (Q.) p. 2237. 

Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar: (Q.) 
p. 2067, 

The word “Bandemataram” : (Q.) p. 
1175. 

Ihosh, Sunil Chandra 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 1833. 

liasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1512. 

ilrlndra Nath Singha, Babu 

i 

Sub-Inspector: (Q.) p. 1768. c 

tolam Sarwar Hosalnl, Mr. Shah Syed 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1569, 2042. 

Boat disaste!* in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 
1603. 


Qolam Sarwar Hotainf f Mr. Shah tyad v 

Chhatarpaiya dacoity case, Noakhali: 
(Q.) p. 1440. 

Muslim Sub-Inspectors and Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors in the police force 
both civil and military: (Q.) p. 1431. 

Percentage of Muslim appointments in 
the offices under the District Judge, 
Noakhali: (Q.) pp. 1712-1713. 

Resolutions: p. 1201. 

Gopalpur (Rajshahi) 

North Bengal Sugar Mill at: (Q.) p. 
2181. 

Goswami, Dharani franta, Mr. * 

Of Meerut Conspiracy case: (Q.) p. 
1809. 

Goewami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra 

Allotment of funds to the Press Officer 
for press propaganda: (Q.) p. 1925. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

1937: pp. 1325, 1327,* 1397, • 2029. 
Government Bill: p. 1653. 

Regarding how far an amendment is 

within the scope of t^p Bill: p. 1644. 
c .... 

Number of persons in detention or m 

custody or interned under Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, 
and Ordinance I of 1930, etc. : (Q.) 
p. 1918. 

Supplementary demand for grant: p. 
1638. 

Government College' 

Average annual cost per student in 
each: (Q.ty p. 2269. 

Government contributions 

To the Calcutta University from 1921- 
1937: (Q.) p. 2269. 

Government Bills p. 1646. 

Government of Bengal , 

Proposals for “Information Depart- 
ment” under the: (Q.) p. 1696. 
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jovernmsnt grants-ln-ald 

To school and madrasahs: (Q.) p. 

• 1587. 

Government Fuller Memorial 

Of special scholarships and Mohsin and 

• olher stipends: (Q.) p. 1405. 

Government High Schools in Bengal 

Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, 
Superintendents and Assistant Super- 
intendents of: (Q.) p. 2227. 

Government services 

Appoiiftmcnt of scheduled castes to: 
(Q.) p. 2059. 

Grant-in-aid Rules: (Q.) p. 2266. 

Grant 

Of an allowance to all detenus interned 
in their homes or elsewhere: (Q.) p. 
1669. 

Supplementary demand for: p. 1637. 

Grass of lands 

Sale by the Public Works Department 
in Siliguri subdivision: (Q.) p. 1738. 

Grievances 

Of the fishermen of Kartikpur: (Q.) p. 
1910. 

Gumtl river in Tippera district 

Annual breaches in ph& embankment of 
the: (Q.) p. 2270. 

.i 

Gun lioences # 

Of certain gentlemen of Midnapore. 
Cancellation of: p. 2160. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 

Arrest of persons in Faridpur under 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act: (Q.) 
p. 1351. 

Application for leave of absence : p- 
1245. # 


Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937: p. 1511.* 

• Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1329, 1332. 

Congress Institutions in India: (Q.) 

pp. 1295, 1296. * * 

Constables in Bengal Police Force: 
(Q.) p. 1288. 

Criminal case against Jiban K. Dey 
and others of Chhaygtfon by the police 
of Palong Circle, in Faridpur: (Q.) 
pp. 1290, 1291. 

Detenu Dr. Charu Banerjee: (Q.) p. 
1417. 

Detenu Paresh Ch. Dutta: p. 1311. 
Detenus and internees: (Q.) pp. 1216, 
1217. 

Detenu Mr. Satindra Nath Sen: (Q.) 
p. 2151. • 

Discussion^ of the Bengal Tehaney 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 1471, 
1477. ’ 

Dismissal and reinstatement of certain 
pohee officers: (Q.) pp. 1536, 1538. 
Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 1177. 

Fund to carry on propaganda on behalf 
of Government: (Q.) pp. 1424, 1428 

Jute-growers : (Q.) p. 1432. 

Regarding hunger-strike : (Q.) p. 1544. 
Persons dismissed and reinstated dur- 
ing the tenure of the Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. A. D. Gordon and 
Mr. L. H. Colson, respectively: (Q.) 
p. 1539. 

Refunding of the forfeited money of 
newspapers : pp. 1359, 1360. 

Gupta, Mr. J. Nt 

Absorption of the unemployed settle- 
ment employees in other depart- 
ments: ^ (Q.) PP* 1486-1487. 

Detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta: 
(Q.) p. 1492. 

Grant of an allowance to all detemy 
interned in their hom&s or elsewhere^ 
(Q.) p. 1669. 
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ttupta, Mr. J. N. 

Hawkers in Calcutta footpath: (Q.) p. 
1312. 

Labour officers: (Q.) pp. 1845-1847. <- 

Parcel clerk of Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way, Ranaghat Station: (Q.) pp. 

■ .2265-2266. 

Police force in Chittagong headquarters : 
(Q.) p. 2009. 

Vehicles passing on full speed : (Q.) 

pp. 1179, 1280. 

Kurtdu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Sugar factories in Bengal with cane 
consuming capacities: (Q.) p. 1635. 

Habfbullah, the^Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 

K. y of Dapca * 

Appointment given to passed students 
from Berhampore and Serampore 
Weaving Schools: (Q.) pp. 1532, 
1§33. e 

Appointment of Muslims in the Sub- 
ordinate Agricultural Service during 
the past three months: (Q.) p. 1672. 

Appointment of Mu s salmons ifi the 
Bengal Gardener’s and Subordinate 
Horticultural Services : (Q,.) pp. 1858- 

< 1859. 

Appointment of the Secretary, Indian 
Central Jute Committee: (Q.) p. ( 
1436. 

Appointment of scheduled castes in the 
Department of Industries and the 
Industrial Research Laboratory: (Q.) 
p. 2083. 

Assistant Director of the Bengal Civil 
Veterinary Department: (Q.) p. 1671. 

Average price of jute: (Q.) pp. 1*34- 
1235. 

Bengal Tanning Institute: (Q.) pp. 
1758-1759. * 

« Breeding-bull in the Union Board of 
Batanal, Hooghly district: t(Q.) p. 
1429. 

Cattle epidemic in the Patuakhali sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 1233. 

^Expenditure for the industrial and 
agricultural* training of detenus up 
till 30th Jtyie, 1937: (Q.) p. 1860. 
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K., of Dacca 

Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited : 
(Q.) p. 2080. 

Lecturers in the Bengal Veterinary 
College:* (Q.) p. 1241. * 

Muslim in the Department of Indus- 
tries: (Q.) p. 1124. 

Names and location of sugar mills in 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 1607-1609. 

Number of scheduled caste students in 
the Agricultural Schools at Manipur, 
Dacca: (Q.) pp. 1690-1691. 

Persons trained and provided under the 
unemployment relief scheme: (Q.) 
pp. 1534, 1535/ 

Receipts and expenditure of the My- 
mensingh Agricultural Farm for the 
last three years: (Q.) pp. 1681-1683. 

Reduction of jute cultivation: (Q.) pp. 
1224-1225, 1226, 1227. 

Report of the research works done in 
the Bengal Tanning Institute: (Q.) 
p. 1831. 

Staff under the control of the Director 
of Industries, Bengal:’ (Q.) p. 1282. 

Success of unemployment relief Scheme: 
(Q.) pp. 1623-1624. • 

Sugar factories in Bengal with cane con- 
suming capacities: (Q.) pp. 1634-1635. 

Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning 
Institute: (Q.) p. 1733. 

Unemployment problem: (Q.) pp. 1543, 
1544. 

Veterinary Hospital at Datfca: (Q.) 
pp. 1740-1741. 

West Bengal Soap Faptory at Majdia 
(Nadia) : ^Q.) p. 1542. 

Hafizuddin ChUwdhury, Mairivl 

Sugar factories in Bengal with cane 
consuming capacities: (Q.) pp. 1633- 
1635. 

“Hajat” 

Room at Rangpur Sadar. (Q.) p. 1222. 

HamfctudcMn Ahmad, Khan 8ahib 

Creating a subdivision at Bajitpur, My* 
mensingh: (Q.) p. 1625. 
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■mMaMIfl Ahmad, lAian Uhlh 

Education cess in Mymensingh : (Q.) 
1178. 

Enforcement of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Act in Mymen- 
sjngh : # (Q. ) p. 1179. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspectors: 
(Q.) p. 1481. 

Number of Debt Settlement Boards in 
the district of Mymensingh: (Q.) pp. 
2178-2179. 

Rates of rent per acre of certain lands : 
(Q.) p. 1317. 

lardship 

Caused tb the people in the vicinity of 
reserved forests by wild animals : 
(Q.) P- 1710. 

lartal 

In the Rowail Bazar, Dacca: (Q.) p. 
- 2135. 

lagan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syed 

Bengal Local Self-Government (Amend- 
ment^ Bill, 1937: p. 1512. 

Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1937 : j>. 
2313. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1332, 1333, 1340, 1341, 1347. 
1580. 


Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Assistant Director of the Bengal Civil 
Veterinary Department : (Q.) p. 1671. 

Lecturers in the Bengal Veterinary 
College: (Q.) pp. 1240-1241. 

4 

Hashom All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 1177. 

**8irta Murahed, Mrs. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1037: p. 1570/ 

^solution: £p. 1166 - 1168 . 


Hatiya and Sandwlp 

Boat disaster between the main land 
of Noakhali and the islands of: (Q.) 

# p. 1602. 

Hawkers 

In Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1748. 

In Calcutta footpaths: (Q.) p. 1312. 

Hazra, Mr. K. K. f I.C.&, 

Administration Report of the Faridpur 
district by: (Q.) p. 1485. 

Head Masters 

Assistant Head Masters, Superinten- 
dents and Assistant Superintendent* 
of Government High Schools in. 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 2227. 

Of Rangamati and Nawab Bahadur’* 
High English Schools: (Q.J p. 2245. 

Head warders 

And warder guards in the circle jails: 

(Q.) f p. 1711. 

Health 

Of the State prisoners under Regular- 
tion III of 1818: (Q.) p. 1444. 

Health Officers 

And Sanitary Inspectors: (Q.) p. 1479. 

Henria 

Sivaprosad Institution, Midnapore: (Q.V 

p. 2001. 

High Court 

Percentage of Muslim representation in> 

the Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1239. • 

i 

Highhandedness 

On Muslims of Chittagong. Alleged : 

(Q.) p. 2162. i 

Hijole area in Mursbidabad: (Q.) p- 

1913. 



INDEX. 


rlii 

Hindi**) 

Muhammadan District Judges, Magis- 
trate-Collectors, Deputy Magistrates 
and Deputy Collectors, Sub-Depyty 
Magistrates and Sub-Deputy Collec- 
tors: (Q.) p. 1357. 

•And Muslim clerks, cashiers, steno- 
graphers, typists and press establish- 
ment in the office of the Commissioner 
of Police: (Q.) p. 1766. 

Disposal of ^unclaimed dead bodies of: 
(Q.) p. 2087. 

Police force at Pirojpur. Worship 
house for the: (Q.) p. 1741. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment), Bill, 
1937 : • p. 1367. 

Home internees 

• 

AJonthly allowance of, Bimal Chandra 

,»Roy and Sudhir Chanara Mukherjee 
of Kuricram: (Q.) p. 1294. 

Honorary Magistrates 

* As licensees or proprietors of country 
liquor shops: (Q.) p. 1693. 

i 

Hoogjily-Chinsura Sporting Association: 

(Q.) p. 2144. 

Hootfily district 

“Begar” system in: (Q.) p. 1126. 

Hospital 

Veterinary, at Bogra: (Q.) p. 1740. 

Disposal of dead bodies, in the Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 2088. 

* 

House searohes 

Of the local Krishak Party of Khai- 
rasol, Birbhum: (Q.)# p. 1850. 

Hunger-strike 

By the AnHamans prisoners: (Q.) p. 
1129. * 
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Harasagar, fotiamati and Boraf’ 

Rivers, Pabna: (Q.) p. 1598. 

Hygiene 

Scheme • for school, work 4n Benga 
(Q,) p. 1819. 

lohamati,* Boral and Harasagar 

Rivers, Pabna: (Q.) p. 1598. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtor 

(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : p. 154 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) B'il 
1937: p. 1573. # 

Illegal exactions 

In Birbhum: (Q.) p. 1843. 

Imposition 

Of Education cess in Mymensing 
(Q.) p. 1736. * 

Improvement 

# Of Dankuni Canal : • (Q.) p. 1995. 
Of passenger shed at Chinirbanda 
(Q,.) V . 1999. 

Increment 

Of pay of the process-servers: 

p. 1228. 

India General ^Navigation and Riv 
Steam Navigation Companies 

Waiting accommodation in the steam 
stations of the: (Q.) p. 1686. 

Indian Central Jute Committee 

Appiontment of the Secretary : 
p. 1436. 

Indian Forest Act 

Prosecution under the, # in Chittag^ 

(Q,) P. 1118. 
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dustrfal Credit Syndicate, Limited? / 

(Q.) p. 2079. * / 

duetriee Department 

And the Industrial Research Labora- 
tory. Appointment of scheduled 
castes in the: (Q.) p. 2083. 

dustries 

Muslims in the Department of: (Q.) 
p. 1124. 

Information Department” 

Under the Government of Bengal. 

Proposals for : p. * 1696. 

* 

lland steamer services 

Employees of the: (Q.) p. 1582. 

ispectors 

*And Auditors of the Co-operative De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 2016. 

Auditor^ and irrigation supervisors : 
(Q.) p- 1619. 

Of Police and Armed Police. Mussul- 
man : (Q.) p. 1748. ^ 

nspect or- General of Prisons, ♦ Bengal 

Filling up of appointments in the office 
of the: (Q.) p. 1694. 

nstitution 

Henria Sivaprosad, Midnapore : (Q.) 

p. 2001. t 1 

^sufficient number 

Of water passes by eastern side of the 
railway line from Comilla to Ak- 

haura: (Q,) p. 1914. 

nternee 

^abu Chandra Kumar Sarkar: Mother 
of - (Q.) p. J443. 
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Internment 

Of detenus in villages # during rainy 
season: (Q.) p. 1357. 

Order on Satish Chandra Samanta of 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1609. 

Iron bridge 

Over the river Halda at Sharta Ghat 
on the Chittagong Hill Tract Road: 
(Q.) p. 1686. 


Irrigation 

Circuits in the Damodar Division. 
Abandonment of several : (Q.) p. 

1709. 

And Public Works Department. Upper 
subordinates and sub-overseers in the : 
(Q.) p. 1629. 

Supervisors, Inspectors and Auditors: 

(Q.) P- 1§19. 

Islamia College 

Professors of Chemistry in: ( Q.) p. 
1498* 


Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Corporation, employment of detenus: 

(Q,) pp. 2183, 2185. 

Muslims in the Department of Indus- 
tries: (Q.) p. 1124. 

Resolution: p. 1137. 

Jail Department 

Appointments in the : (Q.) p» 1665. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, (Chan Bahadur 

Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, 1937: pp., 
1521-1522. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: pp. 
1986-1987.' 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment), Bill, 
1937: p. 2041. 

Cox’s Bazar subdivision ift Chittagong: 
(Q.) p. 1668. 


I,ern ®« and fetenui: (Q.) p. 1215. 
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Jala'luddln Haahamy, Mr. Syed 

Alleged wrongful detention of prison- 
ers in Darjeeling Jail: (Q.) p. 1889. 

Annual contribution of the Bengal 
Government to the Ranchi Mental 
Hospital : (Q.) p. 1409. 

*Baranal-Selimpur drainage scheme, 
Khulna: (Q.) p. 2234. 

Bengal Co-operative Organisation 

. Society, Limited, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 
2015. * 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1249, 1333, 2042-2043. 

Bomb in Deoli Detention Camp: (Q.) 
p. 1969. 

Calcutta Medical College Group of 
Hospitals:* (Q.) p. 1841. 

Clerks and ministerial officers of Mid- 
napare Settlement operatioins : (Q,.) 

p. 1588. 

Constable in Bengal Police Force: (Q.) 

„p. 1286. C 

Delay in folding elections to the Tala 
Union Board: (Q.) pp. 1896-1897. 

Deputation by the Muslim lAders of 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 1824. 

Detenus: (Q.) p. 1735. 

Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim: (Q.) p. 
1293. 

Detenu Sunil Chandra Ghosh : (Q.) 

p. 1834. 

Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj : (Q.) p. 1177. 

Externees from Midnapore since 1933 : 
(Q.) p. 1837. 

Grievances of the fishermen of Kartik- 
pur: (Q.) pp. 1912-1913. 

Hawkers in Calcutta footpaths : (Q,.) 

p. 1312. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors: (Q.) p. 1481. 

Hindu and non-Hindu District Judges, 
Magistrate-Collectors, Deputy Magis- 
trates and Deputy Collectors and 
Sub-Deputy Magistrates and Sub- 
Deputy pollectors : (Q.) p. 1358. 
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Jilaiuddin Hutnmy* Mr. Sytf 

Honorary Magstrates as licensees c 
proprietors of country liquor shqps 
(Q.) p. 1694. 

Illegal exactions in Birbhum: (Q.) ] 
1844. • * 

Labour Officers : (Q.) pp. 1845-1841 

Muslim «officers as Subdivisional Office] 
and Additional District Magistrate « 
24-Parganas : (Q.) p. 2180. 

Number of persons in detention or i 
custody or interned under Beng; 
Regulation III of 1818 and Beng: 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 192 
and Ordinance I of 1930, etc. : (Q 
p. 1919. 

Old-scheme madrasahs: (Q.f p. 1881 

Police force in Chittagong heac 
quarters: (Q.) p. 2009. 

Post of Deputy Commissioner of Polic 
South District, Calcutta : (Q.) ] 

2075. 

Prisoner Madar Khan ■ (Q.) ] 

1482. 

Prisoner Mr. Muklesser Rahman: (Q 
p. 1412. 

Resolutions : p. 1196. * 

.Restriction of jute cuftivation: (Q.) ] 
1226. 

Restriction for visitors to the Writer 
Buildings : (Q.) p. 1228. 

Scheme for a suitable outfall from ih 
Garden Reach Municipal area to th 
river Hooghly : (Q.) p. 1964. 

South Suburban Municipality : (Q.) \ 

2172. 

Staff under th5 control of the Direoto 
of Industries, Bengal: (Q.) PP 

1281-1285. 

Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar: (Q' 
p. 2007. 

Trenching ground of Khulna Munic>' 
pality : (Q.) p 1904. 

Vehicles passing on full speed: ( 

p. 1180. 

Jalpalgurl 

District Board contribution to * 
General Hospital: ($.) p. 2068- 
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asimuddin Ahmad, IAr. 

Boincheetolla Union Board; (Q.) pp. 
*1418-1419. 

r 

Formation of a char at Tangra sluice: 
(Q.) p. 1310. 

Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, 
t Superintendent and Assistant Super- 
intendent of Government High 
Schools in Bengal : (Q.) pp. 2227- 

2228. 

Head Masters of Rangamati and Nawab 
Bahadur’s’ High English Schools; 
(Q.) p. 2245. 

Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited . 
<Q.) p. 2079. 

Muslim officers as Subdivisional Officer 
and Additional District Magistrate of 
24-Parganas : (Q.) p. 2180. 

Number of schools and madrasahs in 
24-Parganas; (Q.) pp. 1172-1173. 
Pay of ehaukidar: (Q.) p. 1806 

Sessore- Khulna 

Youth Association : (Q.) p. 1179. 

I more 

Preservation of the historic ruins of 
Mahmudpur "and Raigram in : (Q.) 

p. 2018. 

Public Prosecutor: (Q.) p. 1692. 

Jiban K. Dey 

Criminal case against, and others of 
Chhaygaon by the police of Palong 
Circle, in Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1289. 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Mau(vi 

Bengal Agricultural Debitors (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937: p. 1568. 

Bsngal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1578. 

Standard weighty for agricultural pro- 
duc ts: (Q.) p . 1489. 

Journal 

“Mardoor” ; (Q.) p . 1897. 


Jute 

Average price, of: (Q.) p. 1234. 

a 

Jute cultivation 

o 

Restriction of: (Q.) p. 1224. 

Jute-growers: (Q.) P . 1432. 

Jute restriction 

For the last three years. Expenditure 
incurred for the tour of the Hon’ble 
Minister and: (Q.) p . 1490 , 

Jute stlrke 

Terms of settlement of : (Q.) p. 1675. 

Jyotirmoy Handy 

And Sree Narayan Jha. Detenus • 
(Q.) P . 1482. 

Kaohl KatavKhal 

Scheme of irrigating the, in the Monor- 
hadi thana: (Q.) p. 2019. 

KabirufidSn Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi 

Medical Officers for study leave ex- 

India- (Q.) pp. 2138-2139.' 

Sub- Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) pp. 

1856-1857. 

Kalighai river 

Waterlogged thanas in Midnapore due 
to the overflowing of the: (Q.) p. 
2232. 

Kalna Ghat on the Madhumati 

Narail-Jessore Road with extension to: 
(Q.) p. 1701. 

Kangso # 

River, 4n Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 1688. 
Kanungos^ (Q.) p. 1641. 

Of the Settlement Department: (Q.) 
p. 1215. 


Karatoya Hvari (Q.) jf. 1(581. 


O 



INDEX. 


L VOL. JU1, no. s. 


Khaltan, Mr. Debl Prosad 

Assembly Manual : (Q.) P- IDA. 

Bengal Jute* Bill, 1937: p. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : p. 1550. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

. 1937: pp. 1385, 1387. 

Bodhana Samiti: (Q.) P- 1B47. 

Bodhana Samiti at Belghurria : (Q.) PP- 
2172-2173. 

Discussion # of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : pp- 1473, 
1478. 

Resolutions: pp. 1136-1137. 

Khanf Mr. Debendra Lai 

Accidents to* human being and animals 
due to< electrocution under the D.C. 
and A.O. currents respectively in 
Calcutta and the adjoining munici- 
palities: p. 1895. 

gjm on Congress Committees in Midna- 
pore: W.) P- 1813. 

Detenu Profuila Kumar Doubey : (Q.) 

p. 1605. % 

Durbars at the time of the last Bengal 
Legislative Assembly election in Mid- 

m napore: (Q.) PP- 1754-1755. 

Externees from Midnapore since 1933: 

(Q.) p. 1835. 

Persons interned in Midnapore : (Q.) 

p. 1839. 

Khas Mahal area, Midnapore 

Enhancement of rent under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in the: (Q.) p. 1603. 

Khas Mahal authorities 

Amount realised by the, in the Chitta- 
gong district: (Q.) p. 1301. 

*Khas Mahal (s) , 

In Jalpaiguri during Milligan’s settle- 
ment. Rent of the W&tern DuarB: 
(Q.) p. 1613. 

Within the jurisdiction Collector 

of Mymeneingh : (Q.) p. 1936. 


K hoi aha 1 1 Railway* Station 

Female waiting room at: (Q.) p. 
2083. 


Khulna 

Baranal-Selimpur Drainage Scheme : 
(Q.) p. 2234. ^ • . 

Khulna Central Co-operative Bank 

Secretary : (Q.) p. 1771. 

Khulna Collectorate 

Appointments in the clerical staff : 
(Q.) p. 1625. 

Khulna District Board 

Second Vice-Chairman : (Q.) p. 1664. 

KishoreganJ subdivision in Mymensingh 

Excavation of canals in the : (Q.) p- 

1697. 


Krishnagar 

Subdivisional Officers : (Q,.) p. 2003. 

• 

Kymar, Mr. Atul ChaAdra 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1573. 

Detenu Mr. Tara Kishor Bardhan: 
(Q.) P- 1117. 

Hawkers in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1743. 


Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Absorption of the unemployed settle- 
ment employees in other depart- 
ments : %(Q.) p. 1487 . 

Appointment of candidates over 25 
years of age in the Co-operative 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness v* 
partment: (Q.) p. 2016. 

Baherak Satyasram at Dacca : (Q ) P’ 


2261. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
pp. 1786, 1792-179$, 1961, 1962, 
6195. 4 . 


Bill: 

1978, 
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Kundu, Mr. NJshlthaeNath 

Complaints regarding the Damodar 
'Canal rates : (Q.) p. 1626. 

Death of Abdul Sekh while in police 
custody: (Q.) pp. 1185-1186. 
Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : pp. 1465, 
1473*1474. 

Filling up of the posts of Auditors from 
the indigenous inhabitants of district : 
(Q.) pp. 1970-1971. 

Government Bill: p. 1661. 

Grant of an allowance to all detenus 
interned in their homes or elsewhere : 
(Q.) p. 1669. 

Order of prohibition of entry on Sj. 
Narendra Nath Das: (Q.) p. 2242. 

Platform at the Dinajpur Railway 
station for Ruhea Branch Kne trains : 

(Q.) p- 1812. 

Professor of Chemistry in Islamia 
College: (Q.) p, 1499. 

"Reduction of price and size of folios: 
(Q.) pp. 1235-1236. 

Scheme of pension for settlement kanun- 
gos: (Q.) p. 1541. 

2 

Labour offloors: (Q.) p. 1845. 

Lall Bazar Police offlos 

Fund known as “Poor Box” at: (Q.) 
p. 2063. 

Landlords’ feet 

Amount in deposit in the Collectorate in 
each district on account of: (Q.) p. 
1613. # 

<§ 

Landlord.- tranriar fao: (Q.) p. 1115. 

Land mortgag. bank. 

In Bengal: (Q.) p. 1483. 

Und 

Kntw of m t of certain: (Q.) p. 1817. 
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Latrinee l . 

In Ward No. 1 of Pabna Municipality 
and by the side of Pabna Police Line 
Shiva Temple. Construction of: 
> (Q.) p. 2142. 

Law graduates 

Probationership of: (Q.) p. 1592. 

Lecturers 

In the Bengal Veterinary College : (Q.) 
p. 1240. 

Promotion of qualified teachers to the 
posts of: (Q.) p. 1170. 

Librarian 

Of the Rajshahi College: (Q.) p 
1707. 

Lioenoes 

Excise : (Q^ p. 2179. 

List 

Of projects to be taken up out of the 
Road Development Fund: (Q.) p. 
1775. 

Loan Funds 

Creation of: (Q.) p. 1780. 

Local Board 

Meeting of, in Gopalganj subdivision: 
(Q.) p. 1822. 

Lock 

Gates of Madaripur Bheel Route canal. 
Closure of: (Q.) p. 2235. 

Madar Khan 

Prisoner: (Q.) p. 1481. 

» 

Madaripur Csntrs in Farfdpur 

Alleged arreet of examiners at: (Q.) 
pi 1744. '•'* 
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Matiranht 

Opening of 1 ‘Title Course’ ’ Classes in 
mufassal: ' (Q.) p. 1967. 

Mafizuddln Chowdhury, Maulvl 

Release of political detenus : (Q.) p. 

1331. 

ilahtab, MaharaJ Kumar Uday Chand: 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1266-1267, 1268: 

Complaints regarding the Damodar 
Canal rates: (Q.) p. 1626. 

Mahtabuddln Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Regarding how far an amendment is 
withip the scope of the Bill: p. 
1615. 

Haiti, Mr. Nlkunja Behari 

t. 

Pengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: pp. 

' 2114, 2194, 2206. 

Detenu f§. Subimal Sarkar, B.Sc. 
(Eng.).: (Q,) p. 1239. 

Enhancement of rent under tH Bengal 
Tenancy Act in the Khas Mahal 
area, Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1603. 

Extra muharrir Babu Dwarka Nath 
Das in the Janaka Sub-Registry office, 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1415. 

Henria Sivaprasad Institution: (Q.) 
pp. 2001-2002. 

Number and names of Congress organi- 
sations under ban in Midnapore : 
(Q.) p. 1890. 

Person arrested in the Garbeta Con- 
spiracy case in the Midnapore dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 1611. 

Scheme to drain out the water from 
Baratihouka area, Midnapore: (Q.) 
p. 2231. 

Suits for the enhancement of rent in 
different courts of the Sadar subdi- 
vision of Bakarganj after 1st Janu- 
ary, 1937: (Q.) p. 227l. 

Water-logged thanas in Midnapore due 
to the overflowing of the Kalighai 
river: *(Q.) p. 2232 . 


Maftra, Mr. Surtrftora Mohan - 

Adjournment niotion: (Q.) pp. 112 
1144-1147. 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendmen 
Bill, 1937: pp. 1503-1504, 1508. 

Bengal * Public Demands* Recove: 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: p. 1563. 

Confirmation of the Head Mistress 
the P. N. Girls’ School, Rajshah 
(Q.) pp. 1851-1852. 

Internment of detenus in villages du 
ing the rainy seasons: (Q,.) p. 135 

Librarian of the Rajshabi College : (Q 
pp. 1707-1708. 

Number of detenus and political pi 
soners released: (Q.) p. 1120. 

Prisoners and detenus with higher edi 
cation: (Q.) p. 1315. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar 

Appointment of the Secretary, India 
Central Jute Committee: (Q.) ] 

1436. 

Apprentices in the office of the At 
ministrator-General and Officii 
Trustee of Bengal : (Q.) pp. 2251 

2262. 

r Average price of jut&: (Q.) p. 1234 

Damodar flood: (Q.) p. 1995. 

Establishment of Debt Settlemen 
Boards in Burdwan: (Q.) pp. 168/ 
1688. 

Excise licences : (Q.) p. 2179. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova 

Deputy Superintendent, .Dacca Medici 
School : u (Q,.) p. 2092. 

Detenus pud internees: (Q.) p. 1125 

Female detenus and political prisoners 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 1217. 

Resolution : p. 1186. 

Makhan Lai Mukfcarjae, Babu 

Restraint order on: (Q.) p. 2145. 

Maktabc, U»: (Q.) p. 1746. 4 
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lal, Mr. l**«r Chandra 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: p. 

• 1795. 

Constitution of the Haipur Union 
Board, Oontai: (Q.) p. 1820. 
Establishment of Union Boards in 
Midnapore: ,(Q.) p. 1828. 

Externee Babu Aghore Chandra Das: 

(Q.) pp. 1782-1783. 

Government Bill: pp. 1661-1662. 
National School Building at Oontai ■ 
(Q.) p. 1807. 

Scheme to drain out, the water from 
Barachauka area, Midnapore: (Q.) 
p. 2232. 

Term o£ office of the 1 Circle Officer, Con- 
tai and Ramnagar Circle, Midnapore : 
(Q.) P- 2140. 

Waiting-rooms at the Oontai Road 
Station on the Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way: (Q,.) p. 1701. 

Managing Committee 

Of the Domar, Government-aided High 
English School, Rangpur: (Q.) p. 
2263. 

Mandal, Mr. Aiprita Lal 

> 

Refunding of the forfeited money of 
newspapers- (Q.) p. 1359. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari 

Complaints regarding the Damodar 
Canal rates: (Q.) p. 1626. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra 

Paid apprentices in the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press: (Q.) pp» 1241-1242. 

South Suburban Municipaiity : (Q.) p- 
2170. 

Vandal, Mr. Jogandra Nath 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
PP. 2110-2111, 2117. 

Suits fo]r enhancement of rent in 
different courts of Sadar subdivision 
of Bakarganj after 1st January, 1937 : 
<Q.) p. 2271. 


ManikganJ subdivision, Oajooa * » 

Bandalling near Tilli in: (Q.) p. 
2233. ” , 


hfanindra Nath Some, SJ: (Q.) p. 

1777. 


Manipur, Dacca 

Number of scheduled caste students m 
the agricultural schools at: (Q.) p. 
1690. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad! Maulana, Md. 

Alleged highhandedness on Muslims 
of Chittagong: (Q,.) pp. 2162-2163. 
Amount allotted and spent in the 
Chittagong district iVom the Rural 
Development Fund in 1938-37 : (Q.) 

p. 1360. 

Commissioners of Chittagong Division : 

(Q ) p. 2238. 1 

Deputation* by the Muslim leader^ of 
Chittagong. (Q.) p. 1823. 
Government Bill : p. 1662. 

Hardship caused to the people in the 
vicinity of reserved forests by wild 
animals : (Q.) p. 1710. 

Police force in Chittagong headquarters* 
(Q.) p. 2008. 

Resolutions: pp. 1191*1193. 

Riot and loot at Chittagong after 
Inspector Ahsanullah’s assassination 
in 1931 . (Q.) p. 1815. 

Manual, Assembly: (Q.) p. 1114. 

Maqbul Hossain, Mr. 

Annual breaches in the embankment of 
the river Gumti in Tippera district: 
(Q.) p. 2270. 

Insufficient number of water passes b> 
eatstrn side of the railway line from 
Comilla to Akhaura: (Q.) P- 1914. 
Kanungoe^: (Q,) p. 1541. 

Number of constables in Bengal Police, 
Calcutta Police and in Railway 
Police: (Q.) P* 1753? 
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Maqbul H ossa In, Mr. 

Rivers Tilash and Howra in Tippera: 

(QO P. 1%96- 

Scheme of pension for Settlement 
Kanungoes : (Q.) p. 1540. 
Sub-Registry Office within Burichang 
police-station in Tippera: (Q.) p. 
' 1304. 


Marriage Registrar’s Offloe 

For certain f thanas witEin the Netra- 
kona subdivision in Mymensingh. 
Creation of: (Q.) p. 2167. 

Martin’s Light Railway 

Workers’ Union: (Q.) p. 2058. 

b 

“Mazdooty the Journal: (Q.) p. 1897. 
Mazdoor-Kisan Samiti, Chittagong: (Q.) 

p. 2168.c 

f <r 

Mafzumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath 

« ** 
Baherak Satyasram at Dacca: (Q.) pp. 
2259-2260. 

Birendra Kutir Kishore-Sangha : (Q.) 

pp. 1817-1818. 

Cancellation of gun licences of certain 
gentlemen of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
2162. 

Dacca 'University: (Q.) pp. 1121, 

1122. 

Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim. (Q.) p. 
1293. 

Detenu Sj. Dhirendra Nath Sen: (Q.) 
p. 1591. 

Detenu) Mr. Tara Kishore Bardhan : 

(Q.) pp. 1117, 1118. 

Education Cess in Mymensingh * (Q.) 

p. 1178. 

Grant of an allowance to all detenus in- 
terned in their homes or elsewhere : 
(Q.) p. 1670. o 

Measures for affecting economy : (Q.) 

p. 1410. * 

Names and numbers of the unlawful 
Congress Organisations : (Q.) p. 

2272. 


Mazumdar, Mr. Bhoandra Nath 

Number of institutions and associatior 
under ban: (Q,.) pp. 2070-2071: 

Order of prohibition of entry on S 
Narendra Nath Das : (Q.) pp. 2245 
2243. . 

Order of restraint on Babu JSudh; 
Chandra Sen: (Q.) p. 2157. 

Persons* trained and provided unde 
the unemployment relief scheme 
(Q.) p. 1535. 

Post of steward of the Medical Co 
lege, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1118. 

Prisoner Madar Khan : (Q.) p. 1485 

Properties of Abhoyasram, Malikands 
Dacca . (Q.) * pp. 2072-2073. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Ben 
gal: (Q.) p. 2151. 

Success of unemployment relief scheme 
p. 1624. 

Total number of Bengali gentlemen am 
ladies now in detention under Regu 
lation III of 1818 and the Bengal Cri 
minal Law Amendment Act. (Q.) p 
1901. 

Measures 

For affecting economy* (Q.) p. 1409 

Medical College, Calcutta 

Steward : (Q,.) p. 2086. 

Temporary posts in the Chemistry and 
Physics Department: (Q.) p. 2060. 

Muslim clerks in the vairous depart- 
ments of the . (Q.) p. 2020. 

Post of steward !.of the: (Q.) p. 1118. 

Medical officers 

In the Bengal Medical Service: (Q ) P- 
1438. 

For study leave ex-India : (Q.) P' 

2138. 

For study leave ex-India. Muslim 
(Q.) p. 2061. 

Medical School, Dacca 

Deputy Superintendent: (Q.) p. 2092- 
0 
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eerut Compiraoy Cto* 

Dharani Kanta Goswami of. (Q.) p. 

‘1809. 

0 

eghana ^ 

Boat,, disaster in: ( Q.) p. 1602. 

eeting 

Of Local Board in Gopalganj subdi- 
vision ; ( Q,.) p. 1822. 

lembers 

Of the Central Text-Book Committee. 
(Q.) ^p. 1810. ■ 

lidnapor® 

Cancellation of gun licences of certain 
gentlemen of: (Q.) p. 2160. 

Durbars at the time of the last Bengal 

» Legislative Assembly Election in: 

(Q.) P- 1754. 

Enhancement off rent under the Ben- 
gal Tenancy Act in the Khas Mahal 
area: (Q.) p. 1603. 

Internment order on Satish Chandra 
Samanta of:“(Q.) p. 1609. » 

Persons arrested in the Garbeta Con- 
spiracy case in: (Q.) p* 1611. 

Scheme to drain out the water from 
Barachouka area: (Q.) p. 2231. 

Settlement operation. Clerks and 
ministerial officers: fQ.) p- 1588. 

Term of office of the Circle Officer, 
Contai and! Ramnagar Circle: (Q.) 
p. 2140. - . 

Waterlogged thanas in, dm# to the over- 
flowing of the Kalighai jriver : (Q.) 

p. 2232. 

Military intelligence Officer 

Circular issued by the, of Dinajpur to 
a ll the schools- (Q.) p. 1238. 

Societies 

Superintendent of: (Q.) p. 2247. 


Miller, Mr. C. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1402, 2046* 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

‘ pp. 1798, 1983-1984, 2195-2198. 
Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy <■ 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : pp. 14^4, • 
1469, 1474, 1475 

Fund known as “Poor Box” art Lall 
Bazar Police Office: (Q.) p. 2065. 

Government Bill- pp. *1654-1655. 
Non-Officials Bills: pp. 1502-1503. 

Milligan’s settlement 

Rent of the Western Duars Khas Mahal 
in Jalpaigun during: (Q.) p. 1613. 

Ministerial Officers * 

And Sheristadars of the civil court: 

(Q.) P- 1218. 

Under the District Judge of Faridpur: 
(Q.) p. 1691. * 

) 

Model Sanitary area 

Undei* police-station Habra, 24-Parga- 
nas. Establishment of: (Q.) p. 
1436. 

Mohammad Mchsin, Hadji 

Annual income of the Wakf estates of: 

(Q.) p. 1688. 

Mohammad Shariff Khan, Maulvi 

Arms Act case against: (Q.) p. 1778. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur 

Appointment for Contour Survey in 
Central and Western Bengal in 1936: 
(Q.) p. 2137. 

Appointment of candidates over 25 0 
years* of ag> in the Co-operative 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness De- 
partment* (Q.) p* 2016. 

Assessment of cess in Bogra: (Q*), 
p. 1307. • 

Bengal Jute Bill, 1937: p. 1580. 
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Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur 

Bengal Local Self-Government and 
Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937 : p. 1579. 

Bengal State Provision Bill for Veteri- 
nary Hospitals and Studd Bull, 1937: 
p. 1570. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937: 
p. 1577. 

Constables in Bengal Police Service: 

‘ (Q.) P. ^88- 

Expense in maintaining the police force 
of Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1283. 

Head Masters of Rangamati and 
Nawab Bahadur’s High English 
Schools: (Q.) p. 2246. 

Number of Sergeant or police con- 
stables einployed in Bengal, Bombay, 
Madras, the United Provinces and 

the Punjab in 1936-37: (Q.) p 

1366. 

Persons killed by street accident in 

r Calcutta: (Q.) p. 18&>. 

Publication of sale news in local news- 
papers: (Q.) p. 1125. 

River Karatoya: (Q.) pp. 1 £31-1632. 

Veterinary Hospital at Bogra: (Q.) 

pp. 1740-1741. 

t Wakf estates: (Q.) p. 1999. 

[Wakf estates in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
2256. 

Mohshi All, Mr. Md. 

Percentage of Muslim representation in 
the Calcutta High Court: (Q.) pp. 
1239-2140. 

Mohsin overseas scholarship: (Q.) p. 

1499. 

Money spent 

For the prosecution of Rai Bahadur 
Dalip Narayan Sin^h, ex-ltf.L.C., of 
Bihar: (Q.) p. 1759. 

• 

Monorhadi thana 

Scheme of irrigating the Kochi Kata 
Khal in the: (Q.) p. 2019. 


Monthly allowance* 

Of home internees Bimal Chandra B 
and Sudhir Chandra Mukherjee 
Kurigram: (Q.) p. 1294. 4 

Mor Reservoir projeot: (Q.)*p. 11967. 

o 

Mor River 

Damage caused by the breach in t 
Western Bank of the : (Q.) p. 17( 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenan 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: (Q.) 

1460. 

t 

Moslem All Mollah, Maulvi ° 

Adjournment motion: pp. 1147-1149. 

North Bengal Sugar Mill at Gopalpu 
Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 218. 

Recruitment of Muslim Assistant ai 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons from Rf 
shahi. (Q.) p. 1970. 

Road Development ‘Projects of Rs 
shahi: (Q.) p. 186^. * 

Mother of internee 

Babu Chandra Kumar Sarkar: (Q 
p. 144^. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Resolutions: p. 1140. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Mauli 

8yed » 

Distress ii^ the Patuakhali subdivisioi 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 1177. 

Names and castes of Chairman am 
members of the Pirojpur Spec 18 
Board: (Q.) p. 2231. 

Muhammad Ismail, Maulvi 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Am® 11 ^ 
ment) Bill, 1937: p. 1573. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 

1937: p. 1569. 
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Muhimmad Ismail, MauIVi 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: 
p. 2113. 

Cases of sales stayed under orders of 
Debt Settlement Boards: (Q.) pp. 
2091-20^2. 

Drinking water supply in Mymensingh: 
(Q.) P- 2174. 

Government contributions to the Cal- 
cutta University from 1921-1937: 
(Q.) p. 2269. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors: (Q.) p. 1481. 

Jute-growers: (Q.) p. 1432. 

Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal : (Q.) 

p. 143f. 

Number of Debt Settlement Boards in 
the district of Mymensingh: (Q.) 
p. 2179. 

Number of Ordinary Debt Settlement 
Boards in Mymensingh: (Q.) pp. 

2267-2268. 

Old scheme madrasah: (Q.) p. 1889. 

Percentage ofr Muslim representation 
in the Calcutta High Court: (Q.) 
p. 1240. 

Posts *of Revenue SheristadarB and 
Superintendents of the Collectorajes, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1489. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Ben- 
gal: (Q.) p. 2150. 

Rules under the Agricultural Debtors’ 
Act: (Q.) pp. 2244-2245. 

Wakf estates in Mymensingh: (Q.) 
p. 2257. 


Auhammad Siddique, Or. Syed 

> 

Medical Officers in the Bengal Medical 
Service: (Q.) p. 1438. 


luhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Sub- 
ordinate Agricultural Service during 
the past three months: (Q.) p. 
1672. 

Epidemic dropsy due to mustard oil: 
(QO P. 1439. 


Muhammadan Offioers * 

In the rank of Bengal Educational Ser- 
vice (Senior and Junihr) : (Q.) p. 

f 1181. 


Muhammadans 

Appointment of, in the Jdfesore Collec- 
torate: (Q.) p. 1826. 

In the Upper Division clerical service 
in the CollectorateB. Percentage of: 
(Q.) P. 1635. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1937: p. 1341. 

r » 

Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim:* (Q.) p. 
1292. 

Mazdoor Kisan Samity, Chittagong: 
(Q.) pp. 2168-2170. * * 

Mr. Muzaff'ar Khan: (Q.) p. 2158c» 
a 

Police assault on several workers of 
Angus Mill • (Q.) p. 1617. 

Village internment of detenus: (Q.) 
p. 1313. 

Mukherjl, Dr. H. C. 

Appointment given to passed students 
from Berhampore and Serampore 
Weaving Schools: (Q.) p. 1533. 

Average annual cost per student in 
each Government College: (Q.) p. 
2269. 

Honorary Magistrates as licensees or 
proprietors of country liquor shops: 
(Q.) p. 1693. 

Names and location of sugar mills in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1609. 

Persons trained and provided under th# 
unemployment relief scheme: (Q.) 

p. 1535/ 

» 

Prisoner Mr. Muklesser Rahman: 

(Q.) P. 1413. 

Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning 
Institute: (Q.) p. 1733. 1 



INDEX. [Vol. LI, No. i 

| Mullick, the Hon’ble^lr. Mukundt Behari 


liv 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

Damage caused by the breach in the 
western Bhnk of the river Mor: 

(Q.) P. 1709. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors: (Q.) p. 1479. 

• ^Illegal exactions in Birbhum: p. 1843. 
Mor reservoir project: (Q.) p. 1967. 
Number of persons whose houses were 
searched by the police and the pro- 
perties sefeed: (Q.) pp. 1429-1430. 

Persons dismissed and reinstated 
during the tenure of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Mr. A. D. Gordon 
and Mr. L. H. Colson, respectively: 
(Q.) p. 1539. 

Prisoner S|itya Narayan Chandra: 
(Q.) ft 1838. 


Mukherjee, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan 

Representation of Provincial Legisla- 
0 ture on Local Railway Advisory 
Committees: (Q.) pp. 1126, 1128. 

Tender for the uniform of menials: 
(Q.) p. 1440. # 

Muklesser Rahman, Mr. 

• Prisoner: (Q.) p. 1411. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behari 

Amendment of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors’ Act: (Q.) pp. 1421- 
1422. 

Appointment of candidates over 25 
years of age in the Co-operative 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 2016. 

Audit fees of Co-operative Societies: 
(Q.) p. 2181. 

Bengal Co-operative Organisation So- 
ciety, Limited, Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 
2011-2012, 2013, 2014, 2015.* 

Cases of sales stayed untier orders of 
Debt Settlement Board: (Q.) p. 
2092. 

* Debt Conciliation Board: (Q.) pp. 

» 1627-1628.^ 


Debt Settlement Board in Bakargunj 
district: (Q.) pp. 2166-2167. * 

Debt Settlement Board at Shilmu 

Union, Tippera: (Q.) p. 2165. 

• 

Establishment of Debt Settldmei 
Boards in Burdwan: (Q.) p* 1088 

Fixing -fche ratio of the scheduled cast* 
in the Co-operative Departmeni 
(Q.) p. 1994. 

Filling up of the posts of Auditors ar 
Inspectors for Dina j pur from tl 
indigenous inhabitants of the di 
trict: (Q.) pp. 1971, 1972. 

Formation of a* Fishermen’s Co-op 
rative Society at Chandpu^, Tippers 
(Q.) pp. 2176-2178. 

Inspectors and Auditors of the C< 
operative Department: (Q.) ] 

2017. 

Inspectors, Auditors and Irrigatio 
Supervisors: (Q.) p. 1619. 

Land mortgage banks in Bengal: (Q. 
pp. 1433-1435. 

Names and castes of Chairman an 
Members of the Pirojpui* Specia 
Board: (Q.) pp. 2829-2231. 

Number of Debt Settlement Boards ii 
the district of Mymensingh: (Q. 
p. 2179. 

Number of ordinary Debt Settlement 
Boards in Mymensingh: (Q.) P 
2268. 

Percentage of communal recruitment tc 
posts of Inspectors and Auditors u 
the Co-operatire Department: (Q) 
p. 1972. * " 

Recruitment of Auditors of the Co- 
operative* Department: (Q.) P- 

2015. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, BeH' 
gal: (Q.) pp. 2149-2151. 

Rules under the Agricultural Debtors 
Act: (Q.) pp. 2244-2245. 

Secretary, Khulna Central Co-operatic 
Bank: (Q.) p. 1771. 

Superintendent of Milk Societies: 
pp. 2248-2249. • 
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i 

AullloV, Mr. Pulin Behary 

Resolutions: pp. 1133-1135. 

9 

Municipality 

Dacca: > (Q.) p. 1121. 

South Suburban: (Q.) p. 2170. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’tile Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur 

Appointment made m the civil and 
criminal courts of Mymensingh m 
1936 and 1937. (Q.) pp. 1223, 

1224. 

Appointments in the clerical staff in 
the Khulna Judge’s Court: (Q.) 

p. 1288. 

Appointment of process-servers, night 
guards and orderlies by the District 
Judge, Faridpur. (Q.) p. 1832. 

Apprentices in the office of the Ad- 
ministrator-General and Official 

(( Trustee of Bengal (Q.) p. 2262. 

Clerks m the courts under the District 
Judge, of Pabna: (Q.) p. 1668. 

Clerks in' the Judge’s and Munsif’s 
Courts of Jessore: (Q.) p. 1300. 

Court guardians appointed in Mymen- 
singh during the years 1936*37. 
(Q.) P- 1633. 

Demand for grant. Administration of 
Justice: pp. 1935-1936, 1939, 1941, 
1942. 

Engagement of a Special Public Prose- 
cutor in supersession of the local 
Public Prosecutor in Howrah: (Q.) 
p. 1849. 

Honorary -Magistrates as licenses or 
proprietors of country ,liquor shops: 
i (Q.) pp. 1693-1694. 

Increment of pay of the process- 
servers: (Q.) p. 1229. 

Minimum percentage of appointments 
in the clerical staff in the Khulna 
Judges Court: ‘ (Q.) p. 1299. 
Ministerial officers and Sheristadars of 
the civil courts: (Q.) PP* 1219, 
1220. 

Ministerial officers under the District 
Judge of ’Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1692. 


It 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble NiitMb, 
Khan Bahadur 

Number of clerks, process-servers and 
, night guards appointed by the Dis- 
trict Judge of Faridpur for the yearB 
1936-37: (Q.) pp. 1628-1629. 

Number of scheduled caste clerks »in* 
the offices under the District Judge, 
Nadia: (Q.) pp. 1772-1773. 

Percentage of Muslim appointments in 
the offices under the pistrict Judge, 
Noakhali • (Q.) p. 1713. 

Percentage of Muslim representation 
in the Calcutta High Court: (Q.) 
p. 1240. 

Probationership of Law graduates: 
(Q.) pp. 1592-1593. 

Process-servers’ returns- t (Q.) p. 
1589. 

Process-servers m Rangpur: (Q.) p. 
1621. 

Prosecutions in the court of Sulyiivi- 
sional Oificer of Bongaon, Jesspre, 
under section 290, Indian Penal 
Code. (Q.) p. 1966. 

Public Prosecutor, Jessore- (Q.) p. 
16&. 

Public Prosecutor Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Sliarfuddin Ahmed: (Q.) p^ 
1607. 

Reduction of price and size of folios: 
(Q.) p. 1236. 

Representation of the Khulna Muham- 
madan Association regarding mini- 
mum percentage of Muhammadan 
appointments in the Khulna Judges’ 
Court: (Q.) p* 1299. 

Resolutions: pp. 1131, 1199-1200. 

Suits for enhancement of rent in 
different courts of Sadar subdivision 
of Bakarganj after 1st January, 

1937: (Q*) 2271. 

Suits for enhancement of rents in i 
Mymensingh since 1929 to 193fa 
(Q.)» p. 1218. 

Muslim and* Hindu olerks 

Cashiers, stenographers, typists and 
press establishment in the office ot 
the Commissioner ofr Police: (Q*)^ 
p. 1766. 


INDEX. 
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^ Muslim appointments: (Q.) p. 2262. 

In the offices under the District Judge, 
Noakhali, ^Percentage of: (Q.) p. 
1712. 


€ Muslim clerk# 

Appointed in the Collectorate and 
Magistracy in the Dacca Division in 
the years 1936-37: (Q.) P- 1360. 

In the various departments of the 
Medical College: (Q.) p. 2020. 

Muslim Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons 

Recruitment of, from Rajshahi: (Q.) 
p. 1970. # 

Muslim leaders of Chittagong 

Representations by the: (Q.) P- 

JL755. * 


Muslim Education Committee 

Recommendations of the: (ft.) p. 
1624. 


Muslim Medical Offioers 

For study leave ex-India: (Q.) p. 
2061. 


Muslim ofAoers 

As Subdivisional Officer and Additional 
District Magistrate of 24-Parganas: 
(Q.) p. 2180. 


Muslim representation 

* Percentage of, in the Calcutta High 
Court: (Q.) p. 1239. 


Muslim Sub- Inspectors 

And Assistant Sub-Inspectors in the 
police force both civil and military: 
<Q.) p. 1481. 


Muslims 

In district offices: (Q.) p. 2247. # 
In the Communications and Work 
Department. Paucity of: (Q.) p 
2264. 

. * 

In the Department of Industries: *(Q. 

p. 1124. t * . 

In the ‘Subordinate Agricultural Ser 
vice during the past three months 
Appointment of: (Q.) p. 1672. 

Muslims of Chittagong 

Alleged highhandedness on: (Q.) p 
2162. 

Mussalman 

And scheduled caste foresters in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1306. 

Inspectors of Police and Armed Police: 
(Q.) p. 1748. 

Police officers: (Q.) p. 2084. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. 8yed 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: p. 

2111 . 

Mustard oil 

Epidemic Rropsy due to: (Q.) p. 1439. 

Muzaffar Ahmad, Mr.: (Q.) p. 2157. 
Mymensingh 

Agricultural Farm for the last three 
years. Receipts and expenditure of 
the: (Qj p. 1681. 

And Dacca district offices. Clerks in: 
(Q.) p. 2251. 

Appointment made in the civil and 
criminal courts of, in 1936 and 1937: 
(Q.) p. 1223. 

Court guardians appointed during ^ 
years 1935-36 and 1936-37: (Q.) P 

1632. 

Creation of Marriage, Registrar’s ofl& ce 
for certain thanas within the Nef r0 ^ 
kona subdivision in: tQ*) P- 
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Mymtfnsifffti 

Criminal courts. Scheduled castes in: 
0 (Q.) p. 2252. 

Drinking water-supply in: (Q.) p. 
2173. 

Imposition of education cess in: (Q.) 

. p." 1736. 

Kangso (river) in: (Q.) p.^ 1688. 

Khas mabals within the jurisdiction of 
the Collector of: (Q.) p. 1236. 

Number of Debt Settlement Boards in 
the district of: (Q.) p. 2178. 
Number of ordinary Debt Settlement 
Boards in: (Q.) p. 2267. 

Police Lines: (Q.) sp. 1848. 

River Brahmaputra at: (Q.) p. 1595. 
Wakf estates in: (Q.) p. 2255. 


Nadia 

Appointment of scheduled castes in 
* the offices under the w Collector of: 
(Q.) p. 1672. 

Bejoy cut: (Q.) p. 2137. 

Number of -scheduled caste clerks in 
the offices under the District Judge: 
(Q.)* p. 172. 

Present Subdivisional Officer of Ckua- 
danga: (Q.) p. 2076. 

Names 

And castes of the Chairman and mem- 
bers of the Pirojpur Special Board: 
(Q.) p. 2229. 

And location of sugar mills in Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 1607. 

And numbers of the unlawful Congress 
Organisations: (Q.) p. 2272, 

i 

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja Srls- 
chandra, of Cossimbazar 

Abandonment of several irrigation 
circuits in Damodar Division: (Q.) 
p. 1709. 

Allotment of money from the Road 
Development ( Fund for the construc- 
tion of road in Faridpur: (Q.) PP* 
1530-1531! 


lvii 

/ 

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja 'Sria* 
chandra, of Cossimbazar 

Annual breaches in the 'embankment of 
the river Gumti in Tippera district: 

(Q.) p. 2270. 

Appointment for Contour survey i» 
Central and Western Bengal in 19$6: t 
(Q.) p. 2137. 

Bandalling near Tilli in Manikgunge 
subdivision, Dacca: (Q.) pp. 2233- 

2234. 

i 

Baranal-Selimpur Drainage Scheme, 
Khulna: (Q.) pp. 2234-2235. 

Bheel Route Canal: (Q.) pp. 1597- 
1598. 

Bijoy cut, Nadia: (Q.) p. 2138. 

Boat disaster between Jhe mainland of 
Noakhali and the mland^ of Hatiya 
and Sandwip: (Q.) p. 1602. 

Boat disaster in Meghna: (Q.) p. 
1603. 

Boat disa^er in Noakhali: (Q.*) p. 
1603. 

i , 

Closure of the lock-gates of the 
Madaripur Bheel Route Canal: (Q.) 
pp., 2235-2236. 

Complaints regarding the Damodar 
Canal rates: (Q.) pp. 1626-1627. 
Creation of loan funds: (Q.) p. 1781. 
Damage caused by the breach in the 
Western Bank of the river Mor: 
(Q.) P- 1709. 

Damodar flood: (Q.l p. 1995. 

Excavation of canals in the Kishor- 
ganj subdivision in Mymensingh: 
(Q.) p. 1698. 

Female waiting room at Kholahati 
Railway station: (Q.) pp. 2083- 
2084. 

Formation of a char at Tangra sluice: 

(Q.) p. 1310. # 

Formation of a char near the sluice at 
Tangra, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 13C#. 

Hijole* afea in Murshidabad: (Q.) p. 
1914. , 

Improvement of Damkuni Canal: (Q.) 
p. 1996. 

Improvement of passenger shed at 
Chirirbander : (Q.) P. 1999. 



INDEX. 


lviii 

Handy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris- 
ohandra, of Cosslmbazar 

Insufficient number of water passes by 
eastern side of the railway line froiji 
Comilla to Akhaura: (Q.) p. 1914. 
Iron bridge over the River Halda at 
# Sharta Ghat on the Chittagong Hill 
Tract Road. (Q.) p. 1687. 

Kangso (river) in Mymensingh: (Q.) 

p. 1688. 

List of projects to be taken up out of 
the Road Development Fund: (Q.) 
p. 1777. 

Mor Reservoir project: (Q.) p. 1967. 

Narail-Jessore Road with extension to 
Ralna Ghat on the Madhumati: 
(Q.) pp. 1702-1703. 

Over flow, of water in the Salta thana, 
24-Parganas : (Q.) p. 2068. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Communica- 
tions and Works Department: (Q.) 
1*. 2265. € 

Platform |t the Dina j pur Railway 
station for Ruhea Branch line 
trains: (Q.) p. 1812. 

Platform at Sera j gunge Bazar station: 
(Q.) P- 1684. 

Platform at the Ullapara Railway 
* station of S. S. Railway.: (Q.) p. 
1854. 

Re-excavation of the river Bhairab, 
Murshidabad: (Q.) pp. 1996, 1997, 
1998. 

Representation for the construction of 
a bridge near Serajgunje station: 
(Q.) p. 1777. 

River Brahmaputra, Mymensingh: 
(Q.) p. 1595. 

River Karatoya: (Q.) p. 1632. 

River Nowkhali: (Q.) pp. 1770-1771. 
Rivers Ichamati, Boral and Hurasagar, 
Pabna : (Q.) p. 1599. 

Rivers Titash and Howra in JTippera: 
(Q.) pp. 1966, 1967. 

Road Development Proje#ts of Raj- 
sbahi: (Q.) pp. 1861-1862. 

Sale of the grass of lands by the Pub- 
lic Works m Department in Siliguri 
flubdivision:, (Q.) pp. 1738-1740. 
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Nandy, the Hon'lfto Maharaja •8ri* 

chandra, of Cossjmbazar 

Scheme for constructing sluice gatej ii 
the rivers “Chiknai” and “Bada 
jola n in Pabna: (Q.) p. 1631. 

Scheme to drain out the wflter fron 
Bara-ehouka area, Midnapore:# (Q.) 
pp. 2231-2232. 

Scheme of irrigating the Kachi Kat£ 
Khal in the Monorhadi thana: (Q.) 
p. 2019. 

Sluice at Tangra, 24-Parganas: (Q.) 
p. 1309. 

Upper Subordinates and Sub-overseeri 
in the Irrigation and Public Workf 
Department: (Q.) pp. 1629-1631. 

Waiting-rooms at the Confai Roac 
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Rail 
way: (Q.) p. 1701. 

Water-logged thanas in Midnapore dm 
to the overflowing of the Kaligha 
river: (Q.) pp. 2232-2233. 

Narail-Jessore Road 

With extension to Kalnaghat on the 
Madhumati: (Q.) p. -1701. 

Narendra Nath Das, Sj. 

Order of prohibition of entry on: 
(Q.) p.j2240. 

Nasarulla, Nawabzada K. 

District Sub-Registrar of Dacca: (Q.) 
p. 1303. 

National Sohool Building 

At Contai: (Q.) p. 1807." 

Nausher All, |he Hon’ble Mr. 8yed 

Annual contribution of the Bengal 
Government to Ranchi Mental 
Hospital: (Q.) pp. 1407-1409. 

Bengal Homeopathic Faculty Bill, 
1937: p. 1572. 

Bengal Local Self-Government (Amend 
ment) Bill, 1937: p. 1579. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill? 
1937: pp. 1528-1529. • 
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N author All, the Hlft’ble Mr. Syed 

JBodhana Samiti at Belghurria: (Q.) 

, p. 2173. 

Boincheetolla Union Board: (Q.) pp. 
1419-^420. 

Calcutta Medical College group of 
* hospitals : (Q.) p. 1840. 

Civil Surgeons: (Q.) p. 1449. 

Constitution of the Haipur Union 
Board, Contai: (Q.) p. 1820. 

Corporation employment of detenus : 
(Q.) pp. 2182-2185. 

D. T. M. Course of Training: (Q.) pp. 
2136-2137. 

Dacca Municipality): (Q.) pp. 1121, 
1122 * 

Delay in holding elections to the Tala 
Union Board: (Q.) pp. 1896-1897. 

Deputy Superintendent, Dacca Medi- 
cal School: p. 2092. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
• (Amendment) Bill, 193fc p. 1475. 
Disposal of dead bodies in the Calcutta 
Hospitals: '(Q.) pp. 2089-2091. 

Disposal of unclaimed dead bodies of 
Hindus: (Q.) p. 2088. 

District Boajd contribution to the 
General Hospital, Jalpaiguri: tQ-) 
p. 2069. 

Doctors in the Bengal Medical Service 
in 1934: (Q.) pp. 1616-1617. 

Drinking water supply in Mymensingh: 
(Q.) pp. 2173-2174. 

Electricity scheme by Dr. B. N. Dey: 

(Q.) p. 2067. 

Employees in the School of Tropical 
Medicines, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1119. 
Election of the Bhogdanga Union 
Board, Rangpur: (Q.J p. 1993. 
Epidemic dropsy due to mustard oil: 
(Q.) pp. 1439-1440. 

Establishment of a model sanitary 
area under ‘police-station Habra, 
24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 1436. 
Establishment of Union Boards in 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1828. 
flooding of Tollygunge and Panchanna- 
eram: (Q.) pp. 2224-2225. 


lix 

Nausher All, the Hon’ble Mr. 8y«t ^ 

Health officers and Sanitary Ins- 
pectors: (Q.) pp. 1479-1481. 

’ Jute-growers: (Q.) p. 1432. 

Medical officers for study leave, ex- 
India: (Q.) p. 2139. 

Medical officers in the Bengal Medical 
Service: (Q.) p. 1439. 

Meeting of Local Board in Gopalganj 
subdivision- (Q.) p. 1823. 

Muslim clerks in the various depart- 
ments of the Medical College: (Q.) 

p. 2020. 

Muslim medical officers for study leave 
ex-India: (Q.) pp. 2062-2063. 

North Bengal Sugar Mill at Gopalpur, 
Itajshahi: (Q.) p. 2181. 

Number of union board dispensaries in 
Jessore. (Q.) p. 1822. 

Post of steward of the Medical College, 
Calcutta^ (Q.) p. 1118. • 

Recruitment of Muslim Resistant % and 
Sub- Assistant Surgeons from Raj- * 
shahi: (Q.) p. 1970. 

Restitutions: pp. 1140-1142, 1143. 

Scheduled caste members returned to 
the District Board, Local Boards an$ 
Municipalities in Mymensingh: (Q.) 

p. 1821. 

Scheme for a suitable outfall from the 
Garden Reach Municipal area to the 
river Hoogbly: (Q.) pp. 1963-1964. 

Second Vice-Chairman, Khulna Dis- 
trict Board: (Q.) p. 1665. 

Sir Douglas Stuart Bart: (Q.) p. 
1435. 

South Suburban Municipality: (Q.) 
pp. 2171-2172. 

Standard weight for agricultural pro-# 
ducts: (Q.) P- 1^89. » 

Stewafd, Calcutta Medical College: 
(Q.) pp. 2086-2087. 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) p. 
1857. 

Supervisor, Darjeeling District Board: 
(Q.) P. 1736. 



lx 


INDEX. 


NauslW All, the Hon’ble Mr. 8yed 

Temporary posts in the Chemistry 
and Physics Departments, Medical 
College, Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 2060^ 
2061. 

Trenching ground of Khulna Muni- 

• # cipality: (Q.) p. 1903. 

Vacancies in the two posts of com- 
pilers and one of typist in the 
School of Tropical Medicine: (Q.) 
p. 1707. - ' 

Nawab Bahadur’s and Rangamati High 

English Softools 

Head Masters of: (Q.) p. 2245. 

Nayanadi-Rathkhola Fishery 

Settlement of: (Q.) p. 2249. 

Nazknuddin, the Hon'ble K^waja Sir 

Administration report of the Faridpur 
district by Mr. K. K. Hazra, 
I.C.S.: (Q.) p. 1485. 

Alleged arrest of examinees at 
Madaripur Centre in Faridpur: 
(Q.) pp. 1745-1746. 


Alleged highhandedness on Muslims of 
Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 2163-2164. 



' Allotment of funds to the Press 
Officers for press propaganda: (Q.) 
pp. 1922-1926. 


Allowances to detenus: (Q.) pp. 1122, 
1123, 1753. 

Ananta Kumar Bhattacharji of Saida- 
bad: (Q.) pp. 1891-1892. 

Andamans’ prisoners: (Q.) pp. 2093- 
2094. 

* 

Anti-Terrorist League in Kotyalipara, 
Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1594. 

Appointments in the Jail Department: 
(Q.) pp. 1665-1667. 

Appointment of scheduled castes to 
Government services: (Q.) pp. 
2069-2060. . 
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Nazimuddin, tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 

Approver witnesses Amulya Kumjar 
Chakravorty and Subol Krishna 
Pathak: (Q.) pp. 1698-1699. 

Arms Act case against Mqjilvi Md. 

Shanff Khan: (Q.) p. 1778-1779. 

• 

Arrest of persons in Faridpur* under 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act: 
(Q.) pp. 1351, 1352. 

Assembly Manual: (Q.) p. 1114. 

Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police 
Chaitanya Kumar Biswas: (Q.) pp. 
1774-1775. 

Assistant Sub-Ins'pectors promoted to 
officiate as Sub-Inspectors of Police, 
Jessore: (Q.) p. 1450. 

Baherak Satyasram at Dacca: (Q.) 

pp. 2260-2261. 

Ban on Congress Committees in Midna- 
pore: (Q,) p. 1814. , 

Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, 1937 : pp. 
1518-1521, 1525. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: pp. 
2095-2096. 

Birendra Kutir Kishorg Sangha: (Q.) 
}p. 1816-1818. 

Bomb in peoli Detention Camp: (Q.) 
pp. 1968, 1969. 

Burglaries and house breaking in Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 1297. 

Bus or taxi passenger traffic plying for 
hire from Chalsa to Bograkote, Jal" 
paiguri : (Q.) pp. 1355, 1356. 

Cancellation of £un licences of certain 
gentlemen of Midnapore: (Q.) PP’ 
2161-2162. • 

Case against Nahni Mohan Deb, an 
Eastern Bengal Railway employee. 
(Q.) p. 1298. 

Cases of detenus examined by the 
present Government: (Q.) p. Mil 
Certain detenus: (Q.) pp. 1750 - 1 * 
Chhatarpaiya dacoity case, Noakhah- 
(Q.) p. 1440. 

Chaukidars and dafadars: (Q ) < 

1431-1432. * 
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NazifmKjdin, the tion’ble Khwaja Sir 

Chaukidars and dafadars in Bengal; 

' (Q.) p. 1759. 

© 

Circular by the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police, Presidency Range, 
for tile post of constable: (Q.) p. 

^ ‘l$18. 

Circular issued by the Military Intelli- 
gence Officer of Dinajpur to all the 
schools: (Q.) p. 1238. 

Clerks in the office of the Commissioner 
of Police in the Upper and Lower 
Divisions: (Q.) pp. 1763-1764. 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 1906. 

Commissioners of Chittagong Division: 
(Q.)*f>p. 2238-2240. 

Congress institutions in India: (Q.) 
pp. 1295, 1296. 

Constables in Bengal police force . 
(Q.) pp. 1287, 1288, 1289. 

Construction of latrines in Ward No. 1 
• of Pabna Municipality** and by the 
side of Pabna police line Shiva 
Tempje: (Q.) pp. 2143-2144. 

Criminal ‘case against Jiban K. Dey and 
others of Chhaygaon by the police of 
Palong Circle in Faridpur: (Q.) pp. 
1290, 1291.® „ 

Criminal case against one Santosii 
Kumar Banerji and *three other 
youngmen of Faridpur. IQ ) pp. 
1765-1766. 

Death of Abdul Sekh while in police 
custody: (Q.) pp. 1185, 1186. 

Deletion of certain matters from the 
newspapers before supplying them to 
the detenus: (Q.} pp. 1437-1438. 

Deputation by the Muslim leaders of 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. J824. 

Deputy Commissioners, Assistant Com- 
missioners, Inspectors and Sub- 
Inspectors in the Calcutta Police: 
( Q.) pp. 1818-1819. 

Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim. (Q.) pp. 
1292, 1298, 1294. 

Detenus: (Q.) pp. 1232, 1734-1736. 

Detenus Mess»s. Abdul Halim and 
Saroj Mukherji: <Q.) p. 1596. 


Nuimuddin, thi Hon'bls Kfewaja sir* ' 

Detenu Babu Benoy Bagchi: (Q.) pp. 
1599-1600. 

Detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta: 
(Q.) p. 1492. 

Detenu Dr. Charu Banerjee. (Q.) pp. 
1417-1418. 

• " 

Detenu Sri Chuni Lai Mukherjee: • (Q.) 
pp. 1600-1601. 

Detenu Dhirendra Nath Sen: (Q.) pp. 
1590-1591. 

Detenu Srijut Hari Kumar Chakra- 
barty: (Q.) p . 1350 . 

Detenus and internees: (Q.) pp, 1216, 
1216, 1217. 

Detenus Jyotirmoy Nandy and Sree 
Narayan Jha: (Q.)^p. 1483. 

Detenu Paresh Chandra »Dutt: (Q ) 
p. 1311. 

Detenu Profulla Kumar Doubey : (Q.) 
pp. 1605-1606. 0 

Detenu Satmdra Nath Sen:® (Q.) 
pp. 2151-21 52, 2175-2176. 

Detenu Babu Satya Ranjan Chatto- 
padhaya: (Q.) pp. 1446-1447, 1490, 
1S^ 5-1916. 

Detenu Sj. Subimal Sarkar, B.Sc. 
(Eng.) (Q.) p. 1239. 

Detenu Subimal Sarkar: (Q.) p. 190!. 
Detenu Sunil Chandra Ghosh: (Q.) pp. 
1833-1834. 

Detenu Mr. Tara Kishore Bardhfn : 
(Q.) pp. 1116-1118 

Mr. Dharani Kanta Goswamji of Meerut 
Conspiracy case: (Q.) p. 1810. 

Dismissal and reinstatement of cer- 
tain police officers: (Q.) pp. 1536, 
1537, 1538, 1.539. * 

Disposal of the feeble minded children 
and adults coming to or sent to 
courts. (Q.) p. 1813. 

District of Faridpur under the opera- 
tion of the Bengal Suppression *of 
Terforist Outrages Act: (Q.) pp. 
1704-1706. 

ifurbars at. the time of the last Bengal 
Legislative Assembly election in 
Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 1754-1755. 

Election petitions : (Q} pp. 1684-168^ 



INDEX. 


Ixii 

\ 

NtzIntuMin, m Hon’ble Kltwaja Sir 

Expense in maintaining the police force 
of Calcutta:* (Q.) p. 1283. 

Externee Babu Aghore Chandra Das § : 
(Q.) pp. 1783-1784. 

Externees from Midnapore since 1933 : 
* *(Q.) pp. 1835-1838. 

Family allowance to detenu Sudhansu 
Bhusan Roy: (Q.) pp. 1695-1696. 

Female detenus and political prisoners 
in Bengal : * (Q.) p. 1217. 

Filling up of appointments in the office 
of the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1695. 

Film Censors’ Office, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 
1423. 

Functions # of the Press Officer of Gov- 
ernment: (Q.) pp. 2141-2142. 

Fund to carry on propaganda on behalf 
of Government : (Q.) pp. 1424-1426, 
1428. 

Fifnd known as “Poor I&x” at Lall 
Bazar Police Office: (Q.) pp. 2063- 
2066. 

Grant of an allowance to all c^tenus 
interned in their homes or elsewhere: 
(Q.) pp. 1669-1670. 

•Hartal in the Rowail Bazar, Dacca: 
(Q.) p. 2136. 

Hawkers in Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 1743- 
1744. 

Hawkers in Calcutta footpath: (Q.) 
p. 1312. 

Head warders and warder guards in the 
circle jails: (Q.) p. 1712. 

Health of the State prisoners under 
Regulation III of 1818: (Q.) p. 
1444. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks, cashiers, 
stenographers, typists and press 
establishment in-the office of the Com- 
* missioner of Police: (Q.) p. 1767. 

Hindu and Muhammadan ^District 
Judges, Magistrate-Collectors, Deppty 
Magistrates and Deputy Collectors 

and Sub-Deputy Magistrates and Sub- 
Deputy Collectors. (Q.) pp , 1358 , 

1359. . ’ 
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Hooghly-Chinsura* Sporting Association: 
(Q ) pp. 2144-2145. 

House searches of the local Krishak 
Party of Khairasol, Birbhum : (Q ) 
p. 1851. 4 

Hunger-strike by the Andamans 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 1129. 

Industrial Credit Syndicate, ijLimited : 
(Q.) pp. 2080-2082. 

Internment of detenus in villages dur- 
ing the rainy season: (Q.) p. 1357 . 

Internment order on Satish Chandra 
Samanta of Midnapore: (Q.) p . 1610. 

Jessore-Khulna Youth Association- (O) 
P. 1179. » 

Journal “Mazdoor” : (Q.) p # 1898. 

Mazdoor-Kisan Samiti, Chittagong ■ 
(Q.) pp. 2169-2170. 

Money spent for the prosecution of Rai 
Bahadur Dalip Narayan *Singh, ex- 
M.L.C. of Bihar: (Q.) pp . 1760-1762. 
Monthly allowance of home-internee 
Bimal Chandra Roy and Sudhir 
Chandra Mukherjee of Kurigram : 
(Q.) pp. 1294-1295. 

Mother of internee Babu Chandra 
Kumar Sarkar: (Q.^ pp. 1443-1444. 
Muslim appointments: (Q.) 2263. 

Muslim officers as Subdivisional Officer 
and Additional District Magistrate of 
24-Parganas: (Q.) p . 2180. 

Muslim Sub-Inspectors and Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors in the police force 
both civil and military: (Q.) p . 1431 . 
Mussalman Inspectors of Police and 
armed police: .(Q.) pp. 1748-1749. 
Mussalman police officers: (Q ) pp. 
2084-2086. • 

Mr. Muzaffa^ Ahmad: (Q.) p. 2158. 
Mymensingh police lines: (Q.) p. 1848. 
Names and numbers of the unlawful 
Congress Organisations: (0.) P- i 
2272. ' 1 

National School Building at Contai: 
(Q.) pp. 1808-1809. 

Number of constables in Bengal Police 
Calcutta Police and ‘Railway Police: 

(Q.) PP- 1753-1754. 
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Number of detenus and political prison - 

• ers released: (Q.) pp. 1120, 1121. 

• 

Nulhber of detenus and State prisoners : 
(Q.) p ; 1124. 

Number of institutions and Associations 
.under Ban: (Q.) pp. 2070-2071. 

Number and names of Congress organi- 
sations under ban in Midnapore : 
(Q.) p. 1890. 

Number of persons in Bengal detained 
without trial under the Bengal Regu- 
lation III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act : (Q.) 
pp. 1779-178Q. 

) 

Number^ of persons whose house were 
searched by the police and the pro- 
perties seized: (Q.) p. 1430. 

Number of persons in detention or in 
custody or interned under Bengal 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, 
and Ordinance I of 193$ etc,: (Q.) 
pp. 1916-1919. 

Number of persons in different cadres 
of the police service: (Q.) pp. 1493, 
1 497 1498. 

Number of police constables in Bengal 
appointed from the scheduled caste 
since 1934: (Q.) pp. 1362,* 1364, 1365. 

Operation of the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act in Faridpur: 
(Q.) pp. 1673-1674. 

Order of prohibition of entry on Sj. 
Narendra Nath Das: (Q.) pp. 2241- 
2244. 

Order of restraint on Babu Sudhir 
Chandra Sen: (Q.) pp* 2153-2157. 

Parcel clerk of Eastern Bengal Railway, 
ftanaghat station: (Q.) p. 2266. 

Pay of chaukidar: (Q.) p. J806. 

Personal and family maintenance allow- 
ance of detenus: (Q.) pp. 1230, 1231. 

i ^ ers ons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, etc., since 1930: 
(Q0 pp. 1442-1443, 
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Persons arrested and detuned under 
the Criminal Law Amendment A*ct in 
, 1930 and 1931: (Q.) p. 1493 . 

Persons arrested in the Garbeta con- 
spiracy case in the Midnapore district: 
(Q.) pp. 1611-1613. . , 

Persons dismissed and reinstated during 
the tenure of the Commissioners of 
Police, Mr. A. D. Gordon and 
Mr. L. H. Colson, respectively: {Q.) 
pp. 1539, 1540. * 

Persons interned in Midnapore: (Q.) 
p. 1839. 

Persons killed by street accident in 
Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 1855-1856. 

Petition against Cajftain Blake: (Q.) 
pp. 1854-1855. 

Police administration of Faridpur: (Q.) 
pp. 1601-1602. 

Police assault on several workers of 
Angus Mill: (Q.) p. 1618. > 

Police constables: (Q.) 1365. 

Police force in Chittagong headquarters : 
(Q,) pp. 2008, 2009, 2010. 

Post of Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
South District, Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 
2074-2075. 

Present Subdi visional Officer of Chua- 
danaga: (Q.) pp. 2077-2079. 

Preservation of the historic ruins of 
Mahmudpur and Raigram in Jessore: 

(Q.) p. 2018. 

Prisoners and detenus with higher edu- 
cation: (Q.) p. 1316. 

Prisoner Madar Khan: (Q.) p. 1482. 

Prisoner Mr. Muklesser Rahman : (Q.) 

pp. 1412-1413. 

Prisoner Sayta Narayan Chandra : (Q.) 3 
p. 1839. 

r # 

Promotion of some junior members of 
the Provincial Exectuive Service: 
<Q.) p. *2076. 

Promotion of Sub-Inspectors of Polioe 
to the rank of Inspectors: (Q.) p. 
1315. 
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Properties of Abhoyasram, Malikanda, 
Dacca: (Q.) pp- 2072-2074. 
Proposals for “Information Depart- 
ment” under the Government of 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 1696-1697. 
♦Reciprocity of services between the 
British subjects in Bengal and Cooch 
Behar State: (Q.) p. 1710. 
Recruitment of Bengali ordinary and 
literate constables from the district 
of 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 1782. 
Refunding of the forfeited money of 
newspapers: (Q.) P- 1360. 

Refund of forfeited money of news- 
papers: (Q.) p. 1359. 

Release of political detenus uncondi- 
tionally: (Q.) p. 1311. 

Regarding hunger-strike: (Q.) p. 1544. 
Regarding statement on the Library 
table: f p. 1226. 

Report of Proceedings of House pub- 
lished ip “Amrita Bazar Patrika” : 
(Q,.) p. 1973. 

Representations by the Muslim leaders 
of Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 17*56-1757. 
Reserved posts: (Q.) pp. 2254-2255. 

, Restraint order on Babu Makhan Lai 
Mukherjee: (Q.) pp. 2146-2148. 

Restriction for visitors to the Writers’ 
Buildings: (Q.) p. 1228. 

Riots and loot at Chittagong after In- 
spector Ahsanullah’s assassination in 

1931: (Q.) pp. 1815-1816. 

Salkia Transport Agency on the How- 
rah Bally Khal Bub Route: (Q.) 
pp. 1825-1826. 

Sj. ]\J!anindra Nath Some: (Q.) p. 1777. 
Srimati Profulla Nalini Brahma: (Q.) 
pp. 1447-1448. 

Steward, Calcutta Medical College : (Q.) 
p. 2087. 

Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar: (Q.) 
pp. 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 

2008. ‘ 

Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-Inspec- 
tors and clerks in the Bengal Police 
Department: (Q,.) p. 1737. 


Naximuddin, the Hotfbl# Khwtja Sir: 

Sub-Inspector Babu Girindra Nat 
Singha : (Q.) p. 1768. 

Subsidies to the journals of Banga 
(QJ p. 1921. 

Suicide by detenus and other rested* 
persons since 1930: (Q.) pp. 144 

1446. 

Supplementary demands : pp. 192i 
1935. 

Supplementary demand for grant r 
garding Speaker’s and President 
salary : pp. 1864-1866. 

Supplementary demand for grant: ] 
1637. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Bose:< (Q.) pj 
2273-2274. 

Term of office of the Circle Office: 
Contai, and Ramnagar Circle, Mic 
napore: (Q.) p. 2140. 

Total number jof Bengali gentlemei 
and ladies now in detention unde 
Regulation III of 1818 and the Benga 
Criminal Law Amendment Act : (Q. 

pp. 1902-1903. 

Transfer of the Gazaria blook of vil 
lages in Tippera from the Daudkhal 
police-station to the subdivision in th< 
Dacca district : (Q.) p. 1356. 

o 

Village internment of detenus : (Q., 

p. 1313. 

Vehicles passing on full speed: (Q,) 
pp. 1179-1180, 1181. 

Word “Bandemataram” : (Q.) p. 1175 

Worship house "for the Hindu police 
force at Pirojpur: (Q.) p. 1742. 

Netrakona subdivision in MymensingH 

Creation of Marriage Registrar’s office 
for certain thanas within the: (Q-i 
I>. 2167. 

Nswspaper(s) 

Refunding of the forfeited money 
(Q.) p. 1359. 
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Pfroces§*&rvers and clerks appointed by 
\the District Judge of Faridpur for 
*tk# yew 1938-87: (Q.) p. 1628. 

nmNMi * 

Boat* (Jisaster in : (Q.) • p. 1603. 
Percentage of Muslim appointments in 
the offices under the District Judge : 
(Q.) P. 1712. 

Principle for the realisation of resump- 
tion fees from defaulting estates in 
revenue sales in: (Q.) p. 1182. 
Realisation of exemption fees from de- 
faulting estates at: (Q,.) p. 2257. 

'i 

Non-offlelJt Bills : pp. 1502, 1544-1581. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Corporation employment of detenus : 
(Q.) pp. 2182, 2184. 

North Bengal 

Sugar Mill af Gopalpur, Rajshahi: 

(Q.) P*. 2181. 

lotification 

Prohibiting bus or taxi passenger traffic 
plying for hire from Chajsa to Bog- 
rak Road, Jalpaiguri : (Q.) p. 1354. 

lowkhali rivers (Q.) p. 1770. 

dumber 

And names of Congress organisations 
under b'6n in Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
1890. © 

Institutions and associations under 
ban: (Q.) p. 2070. 

Of Assembly questions : (Q.) p. 1849. 
Of clerks, process-servers, and night 
guards appointed by the District 
Judge of Faridpur for the year 
1936-37: <Q.) * p. 1628. 

Of constables in Bengal Polioe, Calcutta 
Police and iif Railway Police: (Q ) 
P- 1763. 


lit 

' j 

Number 

Of Debt Settlement Boards in the 
district of Mymensmgh: (Q.) p. 
2178. 

Of detenus and political prisoners re- 
leased: (Q,) p. 1120. 

Of detenus and State prisoners: («•)’ 
p. 1123. 

Of employees in the Factories De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 1769. 

Of ordinary Debt Settlement Boards 
ill Mymensmgh : (Q.) p. 2267. 

Of persons in Bengal detained without 
trial under the Bengal Regulation 
III of 1818, and the Bengal Cri- 
minal Law Amendment Act: (Q.) 
p. 1779. 

Of persons in detention or® in custody 
or interned under the Bengal Regu- 
lation III of 1818 and Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1925$ and Ordi- 
nance I of 1930, etc. : (Q.) p. 1916. 

Of persons in different padres of*the 
police service: (Q.) p. 1493. 

Of persons whose houses were searched 
by,, the police and the properties 
seized: (Q.) p. 1429. 

Of scheduled caste clerks in the offices 
under the District Judge, Nadia T 
(Q.) P- 1772. 

Of scheduled caste students in the 
Agricultural Schools at Manipur, 
Dacca: (Q.) p. 1690. 

Of schools and madrasahs in 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 1172. 

Of union board dispensaries in Jessore: 

(Q.) p. 1821. 

Official Trustee and Administrator-General 
of Bengal 

Apprentices in the offices of the: (Q.) 9 

p. 2261. 

Old-scheme madrasahs: (Q.) p- 1888. 
Opening 

Of “Title Course” classes in mufassal 
madrasahs: (Q.) P- ^967. 
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•Of tiis Bengal Suppression of Terrorist 
Outrages Act in Faridpur: (Q.) p. 
1673 . 

Oppreoeion 

' <Of tiie people of Banskhali, Chittagong, 
by ferocious animals: (Q.) p. 1670. 

Offer 

Of prohibition of entry on Sj. Naren- 
dra Nath Das: (Q.) p. 2240? 

Of restraint on Babu Sudhir Chandra 
Sen: (Q.) p. 2162. 

Overflow 

Of water in r the Salta thana, 24-Par- 
ganas :* (Q.) p. 2067. 

Pabna * 

i 

dfrks in the courts under the Dis- 
tinct Judge of: (Q.) *p. 1668. 

Rivers Ich&mati, Boral and Harasagar: 
(Q.) p. 1598. 

Scheme for constructing sluice grates in 
the river “Chiknai” and “Badai 
JoIa n : (Q.) p. 1631. 

o 

Pabna Municipality 

Construction of latrines in Ward No. 
1, and by the side of Pabna Police 
Line Shiva Temple : (Q.) p. 2142. 

Paid apprentices 

In the Bengal Government Press: (Q.) 
p. 1241. 

Pain, Mr. Barafe Presanna 

Arms Act case against Maulvi Md. 
Shariff Khan: ( Q ;.) pp. 1778-1779. 

Detenu Dr. Cb&ni Banerjee: (Q.) p. 
1418. 

* L 

Dismissal and reinstatement of certain 
police officers: (Q.) jl 1537. 

Engagement of a Special Public Pro- 
secutor in supersession of the local 
Public Prosecutor in Howrah: fQ.) 
p. 1849... 
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Panohannlgram ant Tollygun** 

Flooding of: (Q.) p. 2223. 

c 

parcel olerk * 

Of Eastern Bengal Railway Ranagh 
station : (Q.) p. 2265. t 

Passenger shed 

Improvement of, at Chinirbanda 

. (Q.) p. 1999. 

Patuakhali distress: (Q.) p. 1305. 

Patuakhali subdivision 

Distress in the, Bakarganj - C (Q.) 
1175. 

Pauoity 

Of Muslims in the Communications ar 
Works department : (Q.) p. 2264 

Pay 

Of chaukidar: (Q.) p. 1806. 

Pe&cntage 

Of communal recruitment of posts < 
Inspectors and Auditors in the 0 
operative Department : (Q.) p. 197! 

Of Muhammadans in the Upper Div 
sion Clerical Service in the Collectoi 
ates: (Q.) p. 1635. 

Of Muslim appointments in the officf 
under the District Judge, Noakhali 
(Q.) p. 1712. 

Of Muslim*' representation in the Ca 
cutta High Court: (Q.) p. 1239. 

Permanent and temporary clerks 

In the Settlement Offices at Dina j pur 
(Q.) p. 1354. 

Personal 

And family maintenance allowance ol 
detenus : (Q.) p. 1229. 
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Arrested'after their acquittal qncter the 
^ Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act, Regulation III of 1818, and Ben- 
gal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
. Act, since 1930: (Q.) p. 1441 , 

Arrested and detained under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act in 
1930 and 1931: (Q.) p . 1 1492. 

Arrested in the Garbeta ponspiracy 
Case in the Midnapore district • (Q ) 

p. 1611. 

Dismissed and reinstated during the 
tenure of Commissioner of Police, Mr. 
A. D. Gordon and Mr. L. H. Colson, 
respectively* (Q.) p . 1539. 

Interned in Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1839 , 

Killed by street accident in Calcutta- 
(Q.) p. 1865. 

Trained and provided under the unem- 
ployment relief scheme: (Q.) p 
1534. # 

stition 

Against’ Capta’in Blake: (Q.) p. 1854. 

irojpur* Speoiai Board 

Names and castes of the Chairman (< and 
members of the: (Q.) p. 2229. 

irojpur 

Worship house for the Hindu police 
Force at: (Q,.) p, 1741. 

atform 

At Serajganj Bazar* Station : (Q.) p. 

1684. 

At the Ullapara Railway station of 
S. S. Railway: (Q.) p. 1854. 

lice 

Administration of Faridpur: (Q.) p. 
1601. 

Assault on several workers of Angus 
MilI: (Q.) p. 1617. 

^aitanya Kumar Biswas, Assistant 
^b-Inspqctor of: (Q.) P- 1773. 


lwW 

Police 

Constables in Bengal appointed from 
the scheduled castes:' (Q.) p . 

Constables in Bengal, Service: (Q ) 
p. 1286. W 

Constable unemployment in Bengal, 
Bombay , Madras, the United IW 
Tinces and the Punjab during 1936- 
37 •' (Q-) p. 1365. 

Deputy Commissioner of, South res- 
trict, Calcutta. Pos*k of : (O I n 
£074. P * 

Number of constables in Bengal, Cal- 
cutta and in Railway: (Q.) p. 1758 . 

Polioe Deparment, Bengal 

Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-Inspec- 
tors and clerks in the Bengal Police 
Departments: (Q.) p . 1737 . 

Polioe foroe at Pirojpur > 

Worship hAise for the Hindu : (QJ p. 
1741. } 

Polioe force 

> 

Expense in maintaining the, of Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 1283. 

In Chittagong headquarters : (Q.) ja 

2007. 

Police officers 

Dismissal and reinstatement of cer- 
tain: (Q.) p. 1536. 

Mussulman: (Q.) p. 2084. 

Police Service 

Number of persons in different cadres 
of the: (Q.) p. 1493. 


“Poor Box” 

At L^all Bazar Police Office. Jk’ uuu 
known as: (Q.) p. 2063. 

% 

Port 

And Dock workers’ strike: (Q.) p. 
1173. • 
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Position 

Regarding the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : (Q). p. 

1130. 

POSt(f) 

t 4)f Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
South District, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 

, 2074. 

Of Revenue Sheristadars and Superin- 
tendents of the Collectorates, Ben- 
gal: (Q.) p. 1485. € . 

Of Revenue Sheristadar of Bogra: 
(Q.) p. 1313. 

Of Steward of the Medical College, Cal- 
cutta : (Q.) p. 1118. 

Reserved: (Q.) p. 2253. 

Prafulla Kumar Dcubey 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 1605. 

i 

Prafulla Nalini Brahma, &imati: (Q.) 

p." 1447. * 

Prayer hall 

r 

For the Ashanullah School of Engineer- 
ing, Dacca: (Q.) p. 1484. 

Present Subdivisional Offioer, Chaudanga, 

Nadia: (Q.) p. 2076. 

Preservation 

Of the historical ruins of Mahmudpur 
and Raigram in Jessore: (Q.) p. 
2018. 


President and Speaker's salary 

Supplementary demand for grant re- 
garding : pp. 1862-1867. 

Press Offioer of Government 

Functions of the: (Q.) p. 2140. 

Press 

-Paid .apprentices in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment: « (Q.) p. 1241. 


Pressure—* 

Of work in itegist>ration omoes: {y. 
p. 1433. 

Primary Education Aot 

Enforcement of the Bengal (Rural] 
in Mymen$ingh : (Q.) p. If 79.* 

Primary education 

Amount spent by Government an 
District ‘Boards : (Q.) p. 1298. 

Primary Schools: (Q.) p. 1284. 

Principle 

For the realisation of exemption fe< 
from defaulting estates in revem; 
sales in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 1182. 

Prisoner(s) 

Andamans’ Short-notice Questions 
(Q.) p. $093. 

Madar Khan: (Q.) p. 1481. 

Mr. Muklesser Rahman: (Q.) j 
1411. 

Satya Narayan Chandra: (Q.) p{ 
1838-1839. 


Prisoners apd detenus 

With higher education: (Q.) p. 131f 

Probationership 

Of Law Graduates: (Q.). p. 1592. 

Process-servers 

Clerks and night guards appointed b; 
the District Judge of Faridpur fo 
the year 1936-37: (Q.) p. 1628. 

In Rangpur: (Q.) p. 1620. 
Increment of pay of the: (Q.) p. 1223 

Prooess-servers, night guards and order 
lies 

Appointment of, by the District J u ^ e 
of Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1881. 
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proceis-sarvers’ return: (Q./p. 1589. 
Professor 

Of flhemistry in Islamic College : (Q.) 

p . m- 

■ • • 

professorship of Chemistry 

* Appointment of, in Rajshahi and 
Krishnagar Colleges: (Q.) p. 1171. 

Prohibition 

Of entry on Sj. Narendra Nath Das. 
Order of: (Q.) p. 2240. 

o • 

Projects 

e 

To be taken up out of the Road Deve- 
lopment Fund. List of : (Q.) p. 

1775. 

Promotion • 

« Of qualified teachers to th^ posts of lec- 
turers: (Q.). p. 1170. 

Of soma junior members pf the Pro- 
vincial Executive Service: (Q.) p. 
2076. ' ' 

Of Su&Inspectors of Police to the rank 
of Inspector : (Q.) p- 1314. # 

Propaganda • 

On behalf of Government. Fund to 
carry on: (Q.) p. 1423. 

Properties 

Of Abhoyasram, Malikanda, Dacca: 
(Q.) p. 2071. 

'roposais # 

For “Information Department” under 
the Government of Bengal: (Q.) p. 
1696. 

Prosecution (a) 

In the court of Subdivisional Officer of 
Bongaon, Jessore, under section 290, 
Indian Penal Code: (Q.) p. 1965. 

Of Rai Bahadur Dalip Narayan Singh, 
Fx-M.L.G., of Bihar. Money spent 
lor the: *(Q.) p. 1769. 


Prssecutioit(i) 

Under the Indian Forest Act: (Q.) p. 
1900. 

Under the Indian Forest Act in Chitta-* 
gong: (Q.) p. 1113. 

Prorogation : p. 2316. 

Pubiio Prosecutor 

Engagement of special, in supersession 
of the local, in Howrah: (Q.) p. 
1849. 

Jessore: (Q.) p. 1692. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sharfuddin 

Ahmed: (Q.) p. 1606. 

Public Service Commission, Bengal 

Regulations * (Q.) p. 1116. 

Public Works and Irrigation department 

> 

Upper subordinates and sub-overseers 
in the: (Q.) p. 1629. 9 

Public Works Department 

Sale of the grass of lands by the, in 
Siliguri subdivision: (Q.) p. 1738. 

• 

Publication 

Of sale news in local newspapers: 
(Q.) P- H25. 

Pundits 

Circle: (Q.) p. 1286. 

Quazis 

Appointment of: (Q.) P- 1304. 

Question(s) 

Number of Assembly : (Q.) P- 1W®* # 

Short-notice: p. 2182. • 

ShortJhotice. Andamans’ Prisoners: 

(Q.) p. 2093. 

% 

Rahman, A. M. «... Khan Bahadur 

Posts of Revenue Sheristadars and 
Superintendents of Collectorates ^ 

Bengal: (Q.) P- 1488 - 
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Raittit, the Hon’ble Mr. Praeanna Dab 

Cox’s Baaar subdivision in Chittagong: 
(Q.) p. 10*. 

Decision by reservation of posts for the 
scheduled class in the Forest Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 1307. 

*• Excise licences: (Q.) p. 2180. 

Excise Sub-Inspectors: (Q.) p. 1606. 
Excise vendors in Bakarganj : (Q.) p. 

.1966.' 

Hardship caused to the people in the 
vicinity of reserved forests by® wild 
animals: (Q.) pp. 1710-1711. 

Mussalman and scheduled caste 
foresters in Bengal: (Q.) p. 1306. 
Oppression of the people of Bapskhali, 
Chittagong, c by ferocious animals : 
(Q.) pp. 1670-1671. 

Prosecutions under the Jndian Forest 
Act: (Q.) p. 1900. 

Prosecutibif under the Indian Forest 
Act in Chittagong: (Q) p. 1114. 
Vending e^ise shops: (Q.) p. 2253. 

Railway Advisory Committees 

r 

Representation of Provincial Legisla- 
ture on Local: (Q.) p. 1126. 

€ 

Railway 

Insufficient number of water passes by 
eastern side of the, line from Comilla 
to Akhaura: (Q.) p. 1914. 

Platform at the Dina j pur, station for 
Ruhea Branch line trains: (Q.) p. 
1812. 

Railway Police 

Bengal Police and Calcutta Police. 
Number of constables in: (Q.) p. 
1753. 

ea 

Railway workers' union 

Martin’s Light: (Q.) p. 2058. 

Rajair 8ub- Registry Office 

Within Madaripur subdivision, Farid- 


Rajlbudcttn Tarafdar? Mautvi 

Bengali Agricultural Debtors (Amepd 
ment) Bill, 1937: p. 1579. # 

Bengal IVJoney-lenders (Afbend 
ment) Bill, 1937: p. 1570. 

Bengal Public Demands Recover 
( Amendment) ‘Bill, 1937: p: 1564. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 
1937: p. 1573. 

Bengal Tobacco (Amendment) Bil! 
1937: p. 1577. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937 
p. 1575. 

Debt Conciliation Boards-: (Q.) y 
1627. 

Oppression of the people of {janskhali 
Chittagong, by ferocious animals 
(Q.) P- 1670. 

Patuakhali distress: (Q.) p. 1305. 

Rajshahi College 

Librarian T>f the: (Q.) P- 1707. 

Rajshahi 

Recruitment of Muslim Assistant am 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons from: (Q.! 

1970. * 

Ramizuddin* Ahmed, Mr. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 'Bill, 
1937: p. 1569. 

Flooding of Tollygunge and Panchanna- 
gram: (Q.) pp. 2223-2224. 

Ranaghat Station » 

Parcel clerl$ of Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way: (Q.) p. 2265. 

Ranchi Mental Hospital 

Annual contribution of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment to: (Q.) p. 1406. 

Rangamatl 

And Nawab Bahadur’s High Eng lish 
Schools. Head Masters of: (Q-) p> 

99AK 
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Rwwpur— 

^oat-hir* charL 

.(Q.) P- 1227. 

Managing Committee of the Damar 
Government-aided High English 

• behoof: (Q.) p. 2263. 

Prodfese-servers in: (Q^) p. 1620. 

Rat»(i) 

Of charge for electricity supplied by 
the Dacca Electric Supply Company, 
Limited: (Q.) p. 2236. 

Of rent per acre of certain land: (Q.) 
p. 1317. 

* 

Ray ChoRdhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore 

Family allowance to detenu Sudhansu 
©husan Roy: (Q.) p. 1695. 

Realisation* 

“ Of exemption fees from defaulting 
estates at Noakhali: (Q.) p. 2257. 

Receipts • * , • 

And "expenditure of the Mymensmgh 
Agricultural Farm for the last three 
years: (Q.) p. 1681. * 

Reciprocity 

Of services between the British Sub- 
jects in Bengal and Cooch Behar 
State: (Q.) p. 1710. 

Recommendations , 

Of the Muslim Education Advisory Com- 
mittee: (Q.) p. 1624! 

Recruitment 

Of Auditors of t^he Co-operative Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 2015. 

Of Bengali ordinary and literate cons- 
tables from the district of 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 1781. 

Of Muslim Assistant and Stab-Assistant 
Surgeons from Rajshahi: (Q.) P- 
1970, * 


fanfcf 

Reduction 

Of price and siae of folios: (Q.) p. 
1235. 

Re-excavation 

Of the river ©hairab, Murshidabad: 

(Q.) p. 1996. 

Refunding 

Of the forfeited money of nefapkftrs- 
(Q0 p. 1359. * 

Registrar of Assuranoes, Caloutta 

Extra copyists m the office of the: (Q > 
p. 1501. 

o 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal: 

(Q.) p. 2148. 

Registration Department * 

Copyists ifJ the: (Q.) p. 1632. , 
Extra copyists of the: ('$.) p. 2225. 

Registration offices 

At Dmajpur Sadar. Shed attached to 
the: (Q.) p. 2167. 

Pressure of work in: (Q.) p. 1433. * 

Regulations 

Bengal Public Service Commissions: 
(Q.) p. 1115. 

Regulation III of 1818 

Arrest of persons in Faridpur under, 
and Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act: (Q.) p. 1352. 

Release 

Of political detenus unconditionally 
(Q.) p. 1311. 

Rent 9 

Bates of? of certain land: (Q.) P* 
1317. 

Of the Western Duars Khas Mahal m 
Jalpaiguri during Milligans Settla- 
ment: (Q.) P- 1613. 
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Rtnt. 

Of Proceedings of House published in 
“Amrita B&zar Patrika.” (Q.) p. 
1922. 

# Of the research works done in the Ben- 

gal Tanning Institute: (Q.) p. 1831. 

* ^uits for the enhancement of, in 

different courts of the Sadar sub- 
division of Bakarganj after 1st Janu- 
ary, 1937: (Q.) p. 2271. 

Onder the Bengal Tenancy Act in the 
Khas Mahal area, Midnapore. En- 
hancement of: (Q.) p. 1603. * 

Representatlon(s) 

By the Muslim leaders of Chittagong : 
(Q.) p. 1755. 

For the construction of a bridge near 
Berajgunge Station: (Q.) p. 1777. 

Of Provincial Legislature on Local 
Railway Advisory Committees: (Q.) 
r 1126. 

« 

« Reserved for&ts 

Hardship caused to the people by wild 
animals in the vicinity of: (<dQ.) P- 
1710. 

Reserved posts: (Q.) p. 2253. 

Reservoir 

Mor, project: (Q.) p. 1967. 

Resolution(s) : pp. 1186-1214. 

For the constitution of a Committee of 
Privileges: (Q.) p. 1130. 

On “Fateha Yazdahum”: p. 1166. 

On matters of general public interest: 
pp. 1131-1144. 

* m* 1 „ 

^Restraint order > * 

« 

On Babu Makhan Lai MukherjeO: (Q.) 
,p. 2145. 

Restraint 

On Babu Su<Jhir Chandra Ben. Order 
of: (Q.) *p. 2152. 


Restriction? 

For visitors to fhe Writers’ Buildups: 
(Q.) P. 1227. 

Of jute Cultivation : (Q.) p. 1224. 

Retired Assistants 

j * 

Of the Finance Department: »(Q.)* p. 
1420. • 

Revenue Sheristadars 

And Superintendents of the Oollec- 
torates, Bengal. Posts of: (Q.) 
pp. 1485, 1487. 

Riots * 0 

And loot at Chittagong aftA* Inspec- 
tor Ahsanullah’s assassination m 
1931: (Q.) p. 1815. 

River(s)— 

Brahmaputra, Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
1595. - 

“Chiknai” and “Badai Jola” in Pabna. 
Scheme for constructing sluice gates 
in the: (Q.) p. 1631v , ' • 

Halda at Sharta Ghat on the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tract Roa # d. Iron Bridge 
•over the: (Q.) p. 1686. 

Ichamati, Boral and Hurasagar, Pabna: 
(Q.) p. *1598. 

Karatoya: (Q.) p. 1631. 

Kirtan-Khola. The term of the lease 
of the: (Q.) p. 1404. 

Mor. Damage caused by the breach in 
the western bank of the: (Q.) P- 
1709. 

Nowkhali : (Q.) p. 1770. 

c 

Titash and Howra in Tippera: (Q.) P- 
1966. 

Ruins 

Of Mahmudpur and Raigram JD 
Jessore. Preservation of the histo- 
ric: (Q.) p. 2018. 

Road Development Fund 

List of projects to be taken up out cf 
the: <Q.) p. 1775. ♦ 
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Rfcjthahi :* (Q.) p. 1861. * 
o 

Rost, Mr. T. B. • 

Bengal 'Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

, 1887. : p. 1383. 

. • 

Rowall Baiar, Dacca 
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Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad *sin*ti 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: 

pp. 1784-1792, 1797-feOl, 1803, 1868- 
• 1878, 1943, 1946, 1947-1948, 1949, 

1953, 1958, 1961-1962, 1978, 197$ 

1987-1989, 1900, 2021, 2095, 2097, 

2098, 2100-2101, 2110, 2112, 2m. 

2125-2128, 2132, 2186, 2189-21ST; 

2211-2213, 2217, 2219-2222, 2274, 

2306-2308. 


Hartal in the: (Q.) p. 2135. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 

Absorption of the unemployed settle- 
ment employees *m other depart- 
ment: (Q.) pp. 1486-1487. 

Amount in deposit in the Collectorate in 
each district on account of landlords’ 
fees: (Q.) p. 1613. 

Amount realised by Khas Mahal autho- 
rities in Chittagong district: (Q.) 

p. 1302. 

Appointments in the clerical staff, 
Khulna Collectorate: (Q.) p. 1626. 

Appointments made in the Collectorates 
of Rangpur, Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur 
sine# 1935: (Q.) p. 1220. 

Appointment *of Muhammadans in # the 
Jessore Collectorate: (Q.) p. 1826. 

Appointment of Muslim elerks in the 
Dacca Collectorate during the year 
1935-37: (Q.) p. 1360. 

Appointment of scheduled caBtes in the 
offices under the Collector of Nadia : 
(Q.) p. 1673. 

Assessment of cess in Bogra: (Q.) p. 
1308. • 

Bengal Court of Ward^ (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937: pp. 1504-1505, 1508, 
1528. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1927 : p. 1552. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
W: pp. 1253, 1254-1255, 1255- 

1258, 1274-1275, 1323, 1327, 1329, 

1330, 1332, 1333, 1337, 1338, 1339, 
1341, 1342, 1343, 1344, 1347, 1367, 
1368, 1370, 1396, 1397-1398, 1399, 1576 
1714-1717, 1723-1724, 1728-1730, 

202 7, 2044-2045, 2050-2053, 2055-2056. 


Bhowanipur Wards’ Estate: (Q.) p. 
1353. • 

B^t-hire charges m certain places of 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 1227. 

Cadastral survey: (Q.) p. 1284. 

Certificate procedure resorted to by 
landlord « at the publication of the 
records-of -rights : (($.) pp. 1830- 
1831. 

Clerks in Dacca and Mymensingh Dis- 
trict Offices: (Q.) p. 2251. 

9 

Clerks and ministerial officers of, Mid- 
napore Settlement operations: ^Q.) 
p. 1588. * 

Creating a subdivision at Bajitpur, 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 1625. 

Darjeeling Improvement Fund: (Q.) 
p. 1827. 

Discussiou of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 1454, 
1456-1464, 1466, 1468, 1469, 1472, 

1475-1477. 

Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) pp. 1176, 1177, 
1178. 

Enhancement of rent under the Ben- 
gal Tenancy Act in the Khas Mahal 
area, Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 1604-1605. 

Government Bill : pp. 1646-1652, 1656- 
1658, 1661. 

Grievances of the fishermen of Kartik-^ 

pur: (Q.) p- 1911. # 

“Haj*t” room at Rangpur Sadar: 

(Q.) p. 1222. 

Head Meters of Rangamati and 
Nawab Bahadur’s High English 
Schools: (Q.) PP* 2245-2247. 

Illegal exactions in BiAhum: (Q*) P* 
1843. * 
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Ray, ft* Hon'ble Sir B4J«y Pratad Kagfi 

Kanungos: (g.) p. 1641. 

Kanungos of the Settlement Depart- 
, ment: (Q.) p. 1285. 

Khas mahals within the jurisdiction of 
the Collector of Mymensingh: (Q.) 
*‘ m p. 1237. 

Landlord’s transfer fee: (Q.) p. 1115. 

Muslims in district offices: (Q.) p. 
2247. 

Paid apprentices in the Bengal Gogern- 
ment Press: (Q.) pp. 1244, 1245. 

Patuakhali distress: (Q.) p. 1305. 

Percentage of Muhammadans in the 
Upper Division Clerical Service in 
the Collectouates : (Q.) p. 1636. 

Permanent clerks in the Murshidabad 
Collectorate : (Q.) p. 1317. 

Permanent and temporary clerks in the 
Settlement offices at Dinajpur: (Q.) 
pp. 1354, 1355. « 

Position regarding the ‘Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : p. 1130. 

Post of Revenue &heristadar. of Bogra : 
(Q.) p. 1314. 

Posts of Revenue Sheristadars and 
Superintendents of the Collectorates, 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. I486, 1488-1489. 

Principle for the realisation of exemp- 
tion fees from defaulting estates in 
revenue sales in Noakhali: (Q.) 
pp. 1183, 1184. 

Publication of sale news in local news- 
papers: (Q.) p. 1125. 

Rates of rent per acre of certain land: 
(Q.) p. 1317. 

Realisation of exemption fees from 
defaulting estates at Noakhali : 
(Q.) pp. 2257-2258. 

Rent of the Western Duars Khas 
Mahal in Jalpaiguri during 

* Milligan’s Settlements : (Q.) pp. 

1614-1615. * 

Resolutions: pp. 1210, 12]#., 1212. 

Scheduled castes in Mymensingh crimi- 
nal courts: (Q.) p. 2252. 

Scheme .of pension , for settlement 
1 kanungos* (Q.) p. 1541. 
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Roy, tlio 11011*010 Ur btyoy frasadttaffi 

Settlement . of Nayanadi-Rathkb^la . 
Fishery: (Q.) p. 2250. • 

The term of lqase of the river Kirthan- 
khola: (Q.) pp. 1404-140§. 

Vesting of powers of Certificate 
Officers to pertain Khas T&Jisildars 
in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 1441. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Detenu Dhirendra Nath Ghosh of 
Sanjaliapara : (Q.) p. 1356. 

Detenu Paresh Ch. Dutt: (Q.) p. 
1310. 

0 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Appointment of scheduled castes in the 
Department of Industries and the 
Industrial Research Laboratory : 
(Q.) p. 2083. 

Clerks in Dacca and Mymensingh Dis- 
trict Offices : (Q) p. 2251. , 

Increment of pay of the process-servers : 

(Q.) pp. 1228-1229. • 

Settlement of NayanadLRathkhola 
Fishery: (Q.) pp. 2249-2250. 

Roy^ Mr. Kiran Sankar • 

Persons arrested in the Garbeta Cons- 
piracy C&se in the Midnapore district : 

<Q.) P. 1612. 

Roy, Mr. Kishoripati 

Cancellation of gun licences of certaii 
gentlemen of Midnapore: (Q.) pp 
2160-2161. 

Cases of detenus examined by th< 
present Government: (Q.) p. 1444 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra 

Fund known as “Poor Box” at Lall 
Bazar Police Office: (Q.) p. 2063. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 

Bill, 1937: p. 1571. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill : PP 1 
1798, 1880, 2110, 2112, 2114, 2127- 

2219. 
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PerMntl .nd'family ’maintenance' allow- 
ance of detenus: (Q.) p . 1230, 

Sa&ia Transport Agency on the Howrah 
Bally Khal Bus Route: (Q.) p. 1826. 

Roy, BiW Patiram * 

Establishment of a model sanitary area 
under police-station Habra, 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 1436. 

River Noakhali: (Q.) p. 1770. 

Bijoy cut, Nadia: (Q.) pp . 2137-2138. 


Roy, Kumar Sftib Sfcekhareswar 

Bengal' 1 Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1331, 1332, 1375, 1390, 

1396, 1402, 1576, 1578, 1714, 1719- 
1720, 1787, 1799, 1875, 1879, 1977, 
2029, 2040, 2045-2050, 2053, 2112, 
2114, 2187-2190, 2192, 2206-2209. 

<* Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937: pp. 1606-1607. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937: pp. 1460, 
1461, 1463. 

For the circulation of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937: 
pp. 1262-1264, 1265. 

Government Bill: pp. *1649, 1652, 

1654-1655. 

Regarding how far an amendment is 
within the scope of the Bill : p. 1646. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore 

Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal: (Q.) 
pp. 1433-1434. 

Rule* 

Grant-in-aid: (Q.) p. 2266. 

Under the Agricultural Debtors’ Act; 
(Q-) p. 2244'. 

tural Development Fund 

Amount allotted and spent in the 
Chittagong district in 1936-37: (Q.) 

P* 1360. • 


8udat Collet* at Karaite 

Establishment of: (Q.) J>. 

Sadaruddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Administration of the wakf estates : 
(Q.) p. 1905. 

Government Bill: p. 1662. 

Safiruddln Ahmed, Hajl 

“Hajat” room at Rkngpur Sadar: 
4Q.) p. 1222. 

8ale news 

Publication of in local newspapers : 
(Q.) p. 1125. 

Sale(s) 

Of the grass of lands by the Publio 
Works Department in Sitiguri subdi- 
vision : % (Q.) p . 1739. 

Stayed under orders of D|bt Settlement 
Boards. Cases of: (Q.) p. 2091. 

Salim? Mr. S. A. 

Dacca Board of Secondary Education : 
(Q.) p. 1969. 

Scheme of irrigating the Kachikala 
khal in the Monohardi thana: (Q.) 
p. 2019. 

Salkia Transport Agency 

On the Howrah Bally Khal Bus Route: 
(Q.) pp. 1824-1825. 

Salta thana, 24-Parganas 

Overflow of water in the: (Q.) p. 2067. 

Sanaullah, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

Amount reab'sed by the Khas Malial 
authorities in the Chittagong district : 
(Q.) P% 1301. 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: ( Q .) p. 1512. 

Darjeeling Improvement Fund: (Q.) 
p. 1827. • 
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Sanmttali, AI-HaJ Mautana Or. 

Filling up of appointments in the office 
of the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 1694-1695. 

Head warders and warder guards in the 
circle jails: (Q.) pp. 1711-1712. 
^Honorary Magistrates as licensees or 
proprietors of country liquor shops: 
(Q.) p. 1693. 

Iron bridge over the river Halda at 
tffiarta Ghob on the Chittagong Hill 
Tract Road: (Q.) pp. 1686-1687^ 

Ministerial officers and sheristadars of 
the civil courts: (Q.) pp. 1218-1219, 
1220. 

Money spent for the prosecution of Rai 
Bahadur Dalip Narayan Singh, ex- 
M.L.C., of tfihar: (Q.) p. 1759. 

Prosecutions under the Indian Forest 
Act: (Q.) p. 1900. 

Prosecutiqp under the Indian Forest 
A^t in Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 1113, 
1114. * 

Road Develdfunent Projects of Rajshahi : 

(Q.) p. 1862 . 

Supervisor, Darjeeling District (goard : 
(Q.) p. 1736. 

tendwip and Hatiya 

Boat disaster between the main land of 
Noakhali and the islands of: (Q.) p. 
1602. 

Sanitary Inspector* And Health 
Officers: (Q.) p. 1479. 

Sanitation 

Of Assembly House: p. 1453. 

Santosh Banerjeo 

And the other young men of Faridpur. 

Criminal eaae against: (Q.) p. 
f 1764. ^ 

Sanyai, Dr. Nalinakstu 

Accidents to human beings and animals 
due to electrocution under the D.C. 
and A.C. currents, respectively, in 
Calcutta ag£ the adjoining muni- 
cipalities: (Q.) pp. 1892, 1894-1896. 


Sanyai, Dr.*Naltnakfiil' 

* « 

Adjournment motion: p. 2274 

Administration of Justice : pp. 

1937, 1938. H 

Alleged arrest of examinees at Mad&ri- 
pur Centre in Faridpur: (Q*4 $P- 

1745-1746. * 

Allotment of funds to the Press Officer 
for press propaganda: (Q.) p. 1924. 

Allotment of money from the Road 
Development Fund for the con- 
struction of road in Faridpur : 
(Q.) pp. 1530, 1531. 

Allowances to detenus:® (Q.) p. 1123. 

Amendment of the Bengal ^Agricul- 
tural Debtors’ Act: (Q.) pp. 1421- 
1422. 

Ananta Kumar Bhattacharji of Saida- 
bad: (Q.) pp. 1890-1892, 

Andamans’ prisoners: (Q.) pp. 2093-, 
2095. * 

Annual contribution of the Bengal 
. Government to Ranchi Mental 
Hospital: (Q.) pp. 1408^14*09. 

« 

Anti-Terrorist League in Kotwalipara, 
faridpur: (Q.) p. 1§94. 

Appointment given to passed students 
from B^rhampore and Seramporo 
Weaving Schools: (Q.) pp. 1532, 
1533. 

Arrest of persons in Faridpur under 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act: 
(Q.) p. 1352. 

• 

Baherak Satyasram at D&cca: (Q.) 

p. 2261. • 

Ban on Congress Committees in 
Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1815. 

Beel Route Canal: (Q.) pp. 1597- 
1598. 

Bengal Co-operative Organisation ; 
Society, Limited, Calcutta : (Q-) 

pp. 2012, 2013, 2014. 

Bengal Jute Bill, 1937: p. 1545. j 

Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1937: { 
pp. 2313-2316. * 
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Sany*t, Sr. 

% ' 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment)* Bill, 
*19S7i pp. 1247, 1246, 1333, 1390, 
•1M6, 1400, 1574, 1714, 1723, 1728, 
1976, 1978, 2096, 2*32, 2211, 2218- 
2219, 2274-2275, 2297, 2309, 2311. 

£us»V taxi passenger traffic plying 
for 'hire from Chalsa to Bograkote, 

. Jalpaiguri: (Q.) pp. 135&, 1356. 
Collective fines from Hindus of 
Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 1906-1907. 
Calcutta Medical College Group oi 
Hospitals : (Q.) p. 1840. 

Confirmation of the Head Mistress of 
the P! N. Girls’ School (Rajshahi): 
(Q.) p. lfflft. * 

Commifcioners of Chittagong Division : 
(Q.) p. 2239. 

Corporation employment of detenus: 
(Q.) pp. 2185-2186. 

Criminal, case against Jiban K. Dey 
and others of Chhaggaon by the 
• police of Palong Circle, in Faridpur : 
(Q.) p. 1291. 

Criminal case against one Santosh 
Kumar . Banerji and three other 
young men of Faridpur: (Q.) pp. 
176 £hL766. 

Demand for grant: p. 1939. * 

Detenus, (Q.) pp. 1232, ^736. 

Detenu Mr. Abdul Halim : (Q.) p. 
1294. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : pp. 1455, 
1457, 1469, 1471. 

Dismissal ^nd reinstatement of certain 
police officers: (Q.) pp. 1537, 1538, 
1539. • 

Disposal of dead bodies in the 
Calcutta Hospitals: (Q.) pp. 2090- 
2091. 

District of Faridpur under the opera- 
tion of the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act: (Q.) p. 
1705. 

Durbars at the time of the last Bengal 
Legislative .Assembly election in 
| Midnapore: (Q.) p. 1755. 


Sanyal, Dr. Nallnakiha • 

Electric installation for Hooghly- 
Chinsurah Municipality : (Q.) p. 

1842. 

Electrical licenses: (Q.) pp. 141.£ 

1415. 

Employees in the School of Tropiis* 
Medicine, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1119. 

Employees of the Inland Steamer 
Services: (Q.) pp. 1585, 1587. 

Enhancement of rent under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act in the Khas 
Mahal area, Midnapore: (Q.) p. 

1604. 

Expenditure incurred for the tour of 
the Hon’ble Minister and jute res- 
triction for the last three years: 

(Q.) P- 1491. 

Externees from Midnapore since 1933: 

(Q.) pp. 1835-1838. 

Female waiting room at # Kholahati 
Railway Station : (Q.) pp. ^083- 

2084. * 

Formation of a char near the sluice , 
at Tangra : (Q.) p. 1310. 

Functions of the Press Officer of Gov- 
ernment: (Q.) pp. 2141-2142. 

Fund known as “Poor Box” at Lall 
Bazar Police office: (Q.) pp. 2064# 
2066. 

Fund to carry on propaganda on 
behalf of Government: (Q.) pp. 
1424-1425, 1427-1428. 

Government Bill: p. 1658. 

Grant of an allowance to all detenus 
interned in their homes or elsewhere : 
(Q.) P- 1670. 

Hawkers in Calcutta footpaths: (Q.) 
p. 1312. 

Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, 
Superintendents and Assistant 
Superintendents of Government* 
High Schools in Bengal: (Q.) «|>. 
222 $. 

Head Masters of Rangamati Snd 
Nawab % Bahadur’s High English 
Schools: (Q.) PP* 2245-2247. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors: (Q*) P* 1479.* • 
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Banyai, Or. Mailnskslta 

Henria Sivaprasad Institution: (Q.) 
pp, 2002, 2003. 

Honorary Magistrates as licensees or 
proprietors of country liquor shop : 
<Q.) p. 1694. 

■cHooghly-Chinsurah Sporting Asso- 
ciation : (Q.) p. 2146. 

Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited : 
(Q.) pp. 2080-2082. 

Iron bridge over the river Halda at 
Sharia Ghat on the Chittagong^ ill 
Tract Road: (Q.) p. 1687. 

Journal “Mazdoor” : (Q.) p. 1899. 

Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal : 
(Q.) pp. 1433-1435. 

Members of the Central Text Book 
Committee: (Q.) pp. 1811-1812. 

Money spent for the prosecution of 
Rai Bahadur Dalip Narayan Singh, 
ex-M.L^C., of Bihar: (Q.) pp. 1760- 
1*62. 

Monthly allowance of home* internees 
Bimal (Aandra Roy and Sudhir 
Chandra Mukherjee of Kurigram : 
<Q.) p. 1295. 

Names and location of sugar mills in 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 1607-1609. 
Narail-Jessore Road with extension to 
Kalna Ghat on the Madhumati : 
(Q.) pp. 1702-1703. 

National School Building at Contai : 
(Q.) p. 1808. 

Number of employees in the Factories 
Department: (Q.) p. 1770. 

Number of persons in Bengal 
detained without trial under the 
Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act: (Q.) p. 1780. 

Number of persons in different cadres 
of the Police Service : (Q.) pp. 

1493, 1497, 1498. 

llrder of prohibition, of entry on 
Sj. Narendra Nath Das: *(Q.) p. 

* 2241. 

Order of restraint on ifabu Sudhir 
Chandra Sen: (Q.) pp. 2154-2155. 
Paid apprentices in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment Jtfese: (Q.) p. 1244. 


tenyal, Dr*<ai4nifctl* - , 



Perden^age of Muhamthadans in jhe 
Upper Division Clerical Service 'in 
the Collectorates : (Q.) p. 16^.* 


Percentage oi Muslim appointments 
in the 'office of the District Judge, 
Noakhali: (Q.) p. 1714. . 


Persons* arrested in the Garbeta 
Conspiracy Case in the Midnapore 
district: (Q.) p. 1613. 


Persons dismissed and reinstated 
during the tenure of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Mr. A. D. Gordon 
and Mr. L. H. Colson, respectively: 
(Q.) p. 1540. 

# 

Petition agains{ Captain Blake : 
(Q.) p. 1855. • 


Police force in Chittagong head- 
quarters: (Q.) p. 2010. 


Present Subdivisional Officer of 
Chuadanga, Nadia: (Q.) pp. 2076- 
2079. 

• * 

Properties of Abhoyasram, Malikanda, 

Dacca: (Q.) pp. 2Q72-2073. 


Proposals for “Information Depart- 
ment” under the Government of 
Bengal : (Q.) pp. 1696-169T. 

Publication of sale nevfs in local news- 
papers: (Q.) p. 1125. 

Recruitm&it of police constables in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 1365. 

Regarding how far an amendment is 
within the scope of the Bill: P- 
1646. i 

Representation of Provincial Legis- 
lature on Lo^al Railway Advisory 
Committees: (Q.) pp. -1127, 1123, 
1129. # 

Report of Proceedings of House pub- j 
lished in “Amrita Bazar Patrika”: | 
(Q.) pp.. 4 1972-1973. 

Reserved posts: (Q.) pp. 2253-2254. 

Road Development Projects of Baj- 
shahi: (Q.) pp. 1861-1862. 

Sale of the grass of lands by 
Public Works Department in Sib' 
guri subdivision: • (Q.) pp- 
1740. * 
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fcaltfra Transport * Agency, a on the 

’ Howrah Bally Khal Bus* Route: 

# $•) P* 1826. 

Scheme to drain out *fche water from 

, Barachouka area, Midnapore: (Q.) 

% M 231 * 

Steward, Calcutta Medical College: 

. (Q.) p. 2087. 

Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar : 

* (Q.) pp. 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 

2008. 

Superintendent of Milk Societies ; 
(Q.) pp. 2248-2249. 

Supplementary demands: pp. 1926, 
1927-1930, 1931. *. 

Supplementary demand for grant : 
p. 1639. 

Supplementary demand for grant re- 
garding Speaker’s and President’s 
salary: pp. 1862-1863. 

Terms of settlement of jute strike : 

. (Q.) pp. 1678-1680. 

Unemployment probfem: (Q.) pp. 
1643, .1644. • 

I Water-logged* thanas in Midnapore due 
to tjie overflowing of the Kalighai 
river: (Q.) 2233. 


Banyal, Mr. Basanka Sekhar* 

Appointment given to passed students 
from Berhampore and Serampore 
Weaving Schools: (Q.) p. 1533. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1327, 1329, 1545, 2023, 
2188, 2195, 2280, ^302-2304. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act : 
p. 1868. 

Cancellation of gun licences of certain 
gentlemen of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
2162. 

Circular by the Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police, Presidency Range, 
for the post of constable : ' (Q.) P> 
1318. 

Detepue Mr. • Satindra Nath Sen : 
(Q.) p. 2152. 


-tart t~ 

•anyat, Mr. Bwanka Itkkar * ^ 

Detenue Sunil Chandra Ghosh; (Q.) 
pp. 1833-1834. 

Ghose, Mr. Sunil Chandra. Detenu: 

* (Q.) p. 1833. 

Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors : (Q.) p. 1480. ^ 

Hijole area in Murshidabad: (Q.) p. 
1913. 

Number of persons in different cadres 
of the Police Service j (Q.) p. 1498. 

Number of persons whose houses were 
searched by the police and the pro- 
perties seized : (Q.) p. 1430. 

Persons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, etc., since 1930: 
(Q.) P- 1442. 

Properties of Abhoyasram, Malikanda, 
Dacca : (Q.) p. 2073. 

Re-excavation of the river Bhairab, 
Murshidabad : (Q.) p. 1^97. 

Barker, the ^ton’bfe Mr. Nallnl Ranjan 

n 

Amount allotted and spent in the 
Chittagong district from the Rural 
Development Fund in 1936-37 : 
(Q.) P- 1361. 

Appointments in the Secretariat since 
January 1933: (Q.) pp. 1699-1700*. 

Appointments with salary of more than 
Rs. 50 in different departments of 
Government: (Q.) p. 1859. 

Bengal Public Service Commission 
Regulations: (Q.) p. 1115. 

Demand for grant: p. 1939. 

Expenditure incurred for the tour of 
the Hon’ble Minister and jute res- 
triction for the last three years: 
(Q.) p. 1491. 

Measures for affecting economy: (Q.) 
p. 1410. 

a 

Paid apprentices in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment P’-ess: (Q.) pp. 1242-12&. 
Resolutions: pp. 1143, 1186-1187, 

1200 - 12 ( 5 }. 

Retired Assistants of the Finance De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 1420. 

Schedule of expenditure, 1987-38: p. 
1502. 1 
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Supplementary demands : pp. 1930, 
1931, 1932, '<1933-1934. 

Supplementary demand - for grant : 
f p. 1637. 

Supplementary demand for grant re- 
garding Speaker’s and President’s 
salary: pp. 1864-1865. 

Tender for the uniform of menials: 
(Q.) p. 1440. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Appointment of scheduled castes in the 
Department of Industries and the 
Industrial Research Laboratory : 

<Q.) P. 2083- 

Construction of latrines in ward 
No. 1 of f*abna Municipality and 
by the side of Pabna Polioe Line 
Shiva Temple: (Q.) p. 2143. 
Percentage of communal recruitment 
to posts of Inspectors and Auditors 
in the Co-operative (Department : 

\Q.) p. 1?72. 

Rivers Ichamati, Boral and Hara- 
sagar, Pabna : (Q.) p. 1599. 

Sarkar, Subimal 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 1901. 

8aroj Mukherji 

And Abdul Halim. Detenus: (Q.) p. 
1595. 

8atfiHlra Nath Sari, 1 !)* 

Detenu: (Q.) pp. 2151, 2174. 

Satlsh Chandra SamanU of Midnapore 

Internment order on: (Q.) p. 1609. 




- 
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Fixing the ratio of in tbvCo- 
operative Department: (Q.) p. 1$94. 


In Mymensingh criminal 
(Q.) p. 2262. 

In the Department of Industries and 
the Industrial Research LaBbraJsory. 
Appointment of: (Q.)-p. 208& 

Members returned to the District 
Boards, Local Boards and Muni- 
cipalities in MymenaingH: (Q.) p. 
1821. 

Students in the Agricultural Schools 
at Manipur, Dacca. Number of: 
(Q.) p. 1690. 

Students in Guru-training Schools, 
Mymensingh. Seats for tjhe: (Q.) 
p. 1500. 

In the offices under the Collector oi 
Nadia. Appointment of: (Q.) p. 
1672. 

To Government Services* Appoint- 
ment of : (Q.) p. 2059. 

Scheme 

For school hygiene work ip Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 1819. 

For a suitable outfall from the Garden 
Reach Municipal area to the river 
Hooghly: (Q.) p. 1963. 

For constructing sluice gates in the 
rivers “Chiknai” and “Badai Jola” 
in Pabna: (Q.) p. 1631. 

Of irrigating the Kachikata khal in the 
Monorhadi thana: (Q.) p. 2019. 

Of pension for settlement kanungos: 
(Q.) p. 1540. 

To drain out the water from Bara- 
chouka area, Midnapore: (Q.) P- 
2231. 


8»tya Ranjtn Chattopadhaya, Babu 

° Detenu: (Q.) p,>1446. 

Schedule of raendlturey l937r3S: p. 

Ig02. 

Scheduled oaaU<f) 

Clerks in the officers under the Dis- 
trict Judge, Nadia. Number of: 
t (Q.) p. 1772.* 


Schools and madrasahs 


Government grants-in-aid to: 
1587. 

Number of, in 24-Parganas : 
1172. 


SOM Board 

Establishment of: (Q.) 


(Q-) p- 
(Q-) P* 
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•*«*£ HygHf* 

'Sjjaeme for Calcutta :* (Q.) p.. 1689. 

Scheohof Tropioat Medicine 

# 

Vaoanoiet in the two posts of com- 
piler and one of typist #, in .the: 
*(Q.l*p. 1707. 

Softools 

Primary: (Q.) p. 1284. 


Search 

Of houses of £he persons and the pro- 
perties seized by the police: (Q.) 

p. 14«9. 


Seats 

For the .scheduled caste students in 
Guru-training Schools, Mymensingh : 
• (Q.) p. 1600. 


Seoond V Up-Chairman • 

Khulnif District Board : (Q.) p. 1664. 

Secondary Education 

Dacca Board of: (Q.) p. 1969. 


Secretariat 

Appointments since January, 1933 : 
(Q.) p. 1699. 


Secretary • 

Intermediate and Secondary Board of 
Education, Daoca: (Q.) p. 1171. 
Khulna Central Co-operative Bank : 
(Q.) p. 1771. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath 

Administration Report of the Farid- 
pur district Vy Mr. K. K. H 
1-0.8: 0 J.) p. 1486. 


Ixxii 

Sen, Baht Nagendra Nath • 

Alleged wrongful detention of prisoners 
in Darjeeling Jail: 4Q.) p. 1889. 

Allotment of funds to the Press Officer 
for press propaganda : (Q.) p. 1925. • 

Ananta Kumar Bhattacharji of Saida- 
bad : (Q.) p. 1892. 

Annual contribution of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment to the Ranchi Mental 
Hospital: (Q.) p. 1409. 

Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Chaitanya Kumar Biswas: (Q.) p. 
ft75. 

Randalling near Tilli in Manikgunge 
subdivision, Dacca: (Q.) p. 2234. 

Baranal-Selimpur Drainage Scheme, 
Khulna : (Q.) 2235. 

Bengal Co-operative* Organisation 
Society, Limited, Calcutta : (Q.) p. 

2012. 

Bengal Tanning Institute* (Q.) p. 
1759. 

• 

Bengal TAancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 1318, 171$ 1721-1722, 
1728, 1869, 1881-1883, 1948, 1949, 
1989, 2052, 2054, 2096-2097, 2100, 
21#5, 2113, 2128, 2186, 2206, 2220. 

Bhowanipur Wards’ Estate: (Q.) p. 
1353. 

Bomb in Deoli Detention Camp: (Q.) 
p. 1969. 

Certain detenus: (Q.) p. 1751. 

Clerks in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Police in the Upper and 
Lower Divisions: (Q.) p. 1763. 

Collective fines from Hindus of Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p, 1907. 

Commissioners of Chittagong Division : 
(Q.) pp. 2239-2240. 

Contributions received under the 
Bengal Wakf Aot, 1934: (Q.) p. 
1411. 

Construction of latrines in word No. Ji 
of Babna Municipality and by tbs 
side of Pabna Police Line Shiva 
Temple :% (Q.) p. 2144. 

Criminal case against Jiban K. Dey 
and others of Chhaygaon by the 
police of Palong Circle, in Farid- 
pur: (Q.) pp. 1291, 1292. • 
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Baku Nagtndra Nath 

Death of Abdul Seikh while in police 
custody : ?Q.) p. 1185. 

Delay in holding elections to .the 
Tala Union Board: (Q.) p. 1896. 

Detenu Mr. Tara Kishore Bardhan : 
^ (Q.) p. 1117. 

Detenu Paresh Ch. Dutt: (Q.) p. 
1311. 

Disposal of dead bodies in the Cal- 
cutta Hospitals: (Q.) pp. 2088- 
2089. t 

Distress in the Patuakhali subdivision, 
Bakarganj: (Q.) p. 1176. 

Expenditure incurred for the tour of 
the Hon’ble Minister and jute res- 
triction for.the last three years : (Q.) 
p. 1491. 

Extra copyists in the office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta : 
(Q.) pp. 1501-1502. 

E^xtra copyists of the Registration De- 
"partmen^: (Q.) pp. 2225-2227. 

Family allowance to detenu Sudhansu 
Bhusan Roy: (Q.) p. 1695. 

Female waiting room at Kliblahati 
Railway Station: 4Q.) p. 2084. 

Filling up of the posts of Auditors 
and Inspectors for Dinajpur from 
the indigenous inhabitants of the 
district: (Q.) p. 1972. 

Formation of a Fishermen’s Co-opera- 
tive Society at Chandpur, Tippera : 
(Q.) p. 2178. 

Government Fuller Memorial of 
Special Scholarships and Mohsin 
and other stipends: (Q.) p. 1406. 

Hawkers in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 1744. 
Head Masters of Rangamati and 
Nawab Bahadur’s High English 
Schools: (Q.) p. 2246. 

Honorary Magistrates as licensees or 
* proprietors of country liquor shops. 

(Q.) p. 1694. ' • 

Industrial Credit Syndicate, Limited: 

(Q.) P. 2081. 

Money spent for the prosecution of 
Rai Bahadur Dalip Narayan Singh, 
ex-M.L.C.,*of Bihar: (Q.) p. 1762. 


Mytnensingh Police Lines- (QL 
184$. : 

Names and . cartes of Chairmaft a 
members $f the Pirojpur Spec 
Board.: (Q.) p. 2230. ® 

Number of persons in different*’ <&di 
of the Police Service : (Q.) p. 14c 

Number of persons in detention or 
custody or interned under Beng 
Regulations III 0 f 1913 * a , 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendme 
Act, 1925, and Ordnance I of 193 
°to. : (Q.) p. 1919. 

Order of prohibition of entry c 
Sj. Narendra 'Nath 0 ' Das: (0) 1 
2242. ^ W 1 

<Ji 

Order of restraint on Babu Sudh 
Chandra Sen: (Q.) p. 2154. 

1 1 inciples for the realisation of exemf 
tion lees from defaulting estates 1 
revenue sales in Noafthali : (Q. 

pp. 1183, 1184. 

Prisoner Madar Khan: (Q.) p . 

Properties. of Abhoyasf-am, Malikanda 
* Dacca: (Q.) p. 2074. „ 

Public Prosecutor, Jessore:, (0) n 
1693. 

Publication of sale news in local news 
papers: (Q.) p. 1125. 

Rate of charge for electricity sup- 
plied by the Dacca Electric Supply 
Company, Limited: (Q.) p . 2237. 

Re-excavation of the river Bhairab, 
Murshidabad: (Q.) pp. 1997, 1998. 

Representation of Provincial Legis- 
lature on Local Railway Advisory 
Committees: (Q.) p . H28. 

Resolutions : C pp. 1135-1136. 

Restraint order on Babu Makhan Lai 
Mukherjee: (Q.) pp. 2147-2148. 

Sale of the grass of lands by tbc 
Publio Works Department in Sil>- 
guri subdivision: (Q.) p. 1740. 

The term of lease of the ’river Kirtan- 
khola : (Q.) p. 1405. 

Trenching ground df* Khulna Munici- 

pality: (Q.) p. 1904., 
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Bahadur teguh Chindra 

jjlgal Court? of W&rds (Amendment) 

‘'Bill, 1937 : pp. 1505-1506, i&88. 

\ 

leugal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill . 

pp. 1990, 1991, 205*2057, 2111-2112. 

% 

lumber of persons in Bengal detained 
irithbut trial undos tlie Bengal 
legulation III of 1818 . and the 
bngal Criminal Law Amendment 
to: (Q.) p. 1779. 

notion of somo junior members cf 
pe Provincial Executive Service: 
h) P. 2075. 


8er^gungo Bator Station 

jfratfoAi at: (Q.) p. 1684. 


Settlement employees • 

In other departments. Absorption of 
the unemployed: (Q.) p. 1486. 

Settlement Kanungos 

Schomo of pension for : (Q.) p. 154B. 


Settlement 

Of Nayanadi-Rathklfola Fishery: 
4Q-) P. 2249. 


Settlement offioes 

Permanent and temporary clerks in, at 
Dinajpur: (Q.) p.*1354. 


Serijgunge Station 

^presentation for the construction of 
’a, bridgo near: (Q.) p. 1777. 


Se|ajul Ulam, Mr. 

Bengal •Ityming Institute: (Q.) p. 

1 1757 o 

prosecutions jn the court of Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Bongaon, JedSore, 
under section 290, Indian Penal 
Code: (Q.) p. 1965. # 

Public Prosecutor, Jessore: (Q.) p. 
1692. 

Report of the research works done 
in tho Bengal Tanning Institute : 
(Q.) p. 1831. 

Steward, Calcutta # Medical College : 
(Q.) p: 2086. 

Superintendent of the Bengal Tanning 
Institute: (Q.) p. 1733. 

Services 

Between the British Subjects in Bengal 
and Coobh Behar State. Reci- 
procity of: (Q.) 1710. 


Settlement' Department 

Kfcnungos <jf the: (Q.) p. 1285. 


Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja 

Bengal Tenancy (Amemfment) Bill, 
1937: k>. 2015-2046. 

Corporation employment of detenus: 
(Q.) P. 2184. 


Shahedali, Mr. 

Bengal Tenancy Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 1545. 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : p. 1466. 

Formation of a Fishermen’s Co-opera- 
tive Society at Cliandpur, Tippera: 
(Q.) pp. 2177-2178. * 

Prisoner Mr. Muklesser Ahmed: (Q.) 
p. 1413. 

Sub-Registrar’s office within Buri- 
chang police-station in Tippera : 
(Q.) p. 1305. 


Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bitl : 
pp. 202^ 2031, 2202-2205, 2212, 2002 . 

Commissioner of Chittagong Division: 
(Q.) p. 2239. . 

Representations by the Muslim leaders 
of Chittagong: (Q4 pp. 17854756* 
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ShamtuMn Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

( 

Annual contribution of the Bengal 
Government to Ranchi Mental 
Hospital: (Q.) pp. 1406-1408. 

Closure of £he lock-gates of the Madari- 
pur Bheel Route Canal: (Q.) p. 


Meeting of Local Board in Gopalganj 
subdivision: (Q.) p. 1822. 

8hamsul Huda, Maulana 

Absorption of the unemployed settle- 
ment employees in other depart- 
ments: (Q.) p. 1486. 

Appointment of Quazis: (Q.) p. 1304. 

Opening of “Title Course” olasses in 
mufassal madrasahs: (Q.) p. 1967. 

Sharfuddfri Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl 

Public P/osecutor: (Q.) p. 1606. 

* * 

8harta Ghat 

On the Chittagong Hill Tract Road. 
Iron Bridge over the River Halda 
at: (Q.) p. 1686. { 

Shad 

Attached to the Registration offices at 
Dinajpur Sadar: (Q.) p. 2167. 


Mflflia, Bali Ksbstaflaifc 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment)j 
pp. 2306-2306. 

Boat-hire charges in certain plaaqa o 
Rangpur: *Q.) p. 1227. 

Constables in Bengal Police Feed 
(Q.) p. 1287. ' J 

Fixing .the ratio of the soiled i. 1 , 
castes in the Co-operative’ Dej rt. 
ment: (Q.) p. 1994. 


■j 


Grievances of the fisherman 
Kartikpur: (Q.) p. 1912. 1 

Number of scheduled caste stldents 
in the Agricultural Schools at tfani- 
pur, Dacca: (Q.) p. 1691. ' 

Permanent and temporary clerfc ■; in 
the settlement offices at Dinaj fur 
(Q.) p. 1364. 

Process-servers in Rangpur: (Q. pp 
1620^1621. ' 

Process-servers' returns : ( 9 .) p. J689. 

Publication of sale news in local 
newspapers: (Q.) p. 1125. * • 

Reciprocity of services between the 
British -subjects in Bengal and 
Cooch Behar State: < 9 ,).p. 1710. 

Recruitment of police constables in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 13^. 

Seats for the scheduled caste students 
in Guru-training Schools, Mymen- 
singh: *(Q.) p. 1500. 


ShUmurl Union, Tippers 

Debt Settlement Board at: (Q.) p. 
2166. 

ShorHratloe Questlon(s): p. 2182. 
Andamans’ prisoners: (Q.) p. 2093. 

Siliguri subdivision 

Sale of the grass of lands by the 
Public Works -Department in: 
(Q ) P- 1738. 

8ingha, Bobu Kshstra Nath r 

Appointments made in the Collec- 
torates erf Rangpur, Jalpaiguri and 
L Dinajpur siyoe 1936; (Q.) p. 1220 . 


8inha, Srfjut Man hid ra Bhutan 

Detenu Sj. Dhirendra Nath Sen: 
(Q.) pp. 1690-1691. 

Worship house for the Hindu Police 
Force at Pirojpur: (Q.) p. 1742. 

Sir Douglas 8tbart, Bart: (Q.) p. 1435. 

8lulos 

At Tangra, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 
1309. 


8luloe gates 

In the rivers “Chiknai” and 
Jola” in Pabna. * Scheme for 
struoting: (Q.) p. 16$. 
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Infest : Bern gal, at Majdia (Nadia) : 
& (Q.) p. 1642. i * " 

t • , 

‘ *5 * 

J ' 

Booth Suburban Municipality^ (Q.) p. 

. 319& 

Speaker’s and President’s salary 

Supplementary demand for grant 

regarding : pp. 1862-1867. 


Speaker (the* Honlrie Khan Bahadur 

SN. Azftul Haque, C.I.E.) 

On short-notice amendments to the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 
on the question of penalty: pp. 

1 1974-19.75, 

bn the motion of Dr. Sanyal on 
supplementary demand :* p. 1926. 

On the. positron regarding the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937 : 
p. U30> # • 

On the procedure to be followed in 
moving the* Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937 : p. 1248. 

On the scope of the Tenancy Bill with 
reference to ’ amendments Nos. 633- 
39: p. 1942. 

Regarding appointment of the Com- 
mittee of Privileges: p. 1529. 

Ruled that .the amendments in the 
nature of a provision for criminal 
penalty for the exaction of illegal 
“abwabs” are out «f order: pp. 
2024-2025. 

• Ruled that the House has not been 
debarred from noting any amount 
which might find place in an 
authenticated schedule: p. 1938. 

Ruling as to how far an amendment is 
within the scope of the Bill: pp. 
1639-1643. 

Veiling regarding circulation: p. 

‘ - 1660 . , 


Special Board, Plrojpur* 

Names and castes of the Chairman 
and members of thd: (Q.) p. 2229. 

8porting Association 

Hooghly-Chinsurah : (Q.) p. 2144. 

Srimati Prafulla Nalinl Brahmas (Q.) 
p. 1447. 

Staff 

Utder the control of the Director of • 
'Industries, Bengal: (Q.) p. 1281. 

Standard weight 

For agricultural products: (Q.) p. 
1444. 

State prisoners 

Under Regulation 111 of 1818. Health 
of the : (Q.) p. 1444. 

Statement 

Of expenditure for 1937-38. Supple- 
nientary : p. 1637. 

Steamer stations # 

Of the India General Navigation and 
River Steam Navigation Companies. 
Waiting accommodation in the : 

(Q.) P- 1&86. 

Steward # 

Calcutta Medical College : (Q.) P* 

2086. 

Post of, of the Medical College, Cal- 
cutta : (Q.) P* 1H8 

Strike 

Port and Dock Workers’ : (Q.) P 

1173. 

Study leave* ex-lndla 

Medical Officers for: (Q.) p. 2138. 
Muslim Medical Officers for: (Q.) p 
2061. * 
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Subdivision f 

At Bajitpur, Mymensingh. Creating 
a: (Q.) p/1025, 
o 

Subdivision*! Officer 

Krishnagar: (Q.) p. 2003. 

T>f Chuadanga, Nadia. Present: 
(Q.) p. 2076. 

Prosecutions in the Court of, of 
Bongaon, Jossore, under section 290, 
Indian Penal Code: (Q.) p. 1965. 

o 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) p. 1856. 

Sublmal Sarkar 

Detenu: (Q.) p. 1238. 

« 

Sub-lnspeotor(s) 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police 
and clerks in the Bengal Police De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 1737. 

Bajm Girindra Nath Singka : (Q.) p. 

1768. e 

Submission 

About questions and answers: p. 
1453. 

Subol Krishna Pathak 

And Amulya Kumar Chakravorty. 
Approver witnesses: (Q.) p. 1698. 

Subordinate Agricultural Servioe 

During the past three months. Ap- 
pointment of Muslims in the: (Q.) 
p. 1672. 

8ub-Registrar f s office 

Within Burichang police-station in 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 1304. 

Sutf-Registry £*» 

At Rajair within Madaripur subdivi- 
sion, Faridpur: (Q.) p. # 1302. 

Subsidies 


Suooess 

Of unemployment relief™ scheme : 

p. 1622. ; • 

Sudhansu BhusaA Roy 

c 

Family allowance to detenu : c (Q*) ‘p 
1695. 

Sudhir Chandra Mukherjee 

Monthly allowance of home internees* 
Bimal Chandra Roy and, of Kuri- 
gram: (Q.) p. 1294. 

Sudhir Chandra 8en y Babu 

Order of restraint.' on : ’ (Q.) p. 2152. 

Sugar factories 

In Bengal with cane consuming 
capacities: (Q.) p. 1633. 

Sugar mill(s) 

At Gop Jaipur (Rajsliahi). Nortli* 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 2181. 

In Bengal. Names and location of 

*(Q.) p. 1607. v 

• • 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. A. S. 

* 

A<&idents to human beings and 
animals due to electrocution under 
the D. ©. and A. C. currents res- 
pectively in Calcutta and the 
adjoining municipalities: (Q.) pp. 
1892-1895. 

Allotment of fund k the Press Officer 
for press propaganda : (Q.) p. 

1925. 

“Begar” system in Hooghly district- 
(Q.) p. 1126. 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 

Bill, 1937: p. 1509. 

Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1937 : 
pp. 2311-2313. 

A Bill to make Provision for Insur- 
ance against Unemployment, 1937 : 
p. 1578. 

Criminal case against on© Santosh 
Kumar Banerji and three othor 
young men of, Fafidpur: (Q-) P* 
1760. 


« To journal® of* Bengal: (Q.) p. 1919. 
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md to* cfrry on . propaganda on 
behalf of Government: (Q.) pp. # 
1426-1427. 

lectric^ installations for Hooghly- 
.Chijisurah Municipality (Q.) p. 

m. 

lectrical licenses : (Q.) p. '1413-1414. 

mployees in the Boiler Service: (Q.) 
pp. 2159-2160. 

Imployees of the Inland Steamer 
Services: (Q.) pp. 1584, 1585, 1586, 

1587. 

labour offices: ^Q.) pp. 1845-1847. 

lartiiUs Light Bailway Worker**’ 
Union: (Q.) pp. 2058-2059. 

^arail-Jcssore Road with extension to 
Kalna Ghat on the Madlmmati . 

(Q.) P- 1703. 

dumber of employees in the Factories 
Department: (Q.) j>p. J769-1770. 

Persons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal fyiw 
(Ameifdlttetit) .Act, etc., since 1930* 
(Q>p. 1442. 

Port and Ddbk Workers’ strike : 4 (Q.) 
pp. 1174, 1175. 

Rate of charge for electricity supplied 
by the Dacca Electric Supply Com- 
pany, Limited : (Q.) PP< 2237-2238. 

Representation $ provincial Legis- 
lature on Local Railway Advisory 
Committees: (Q.) PP- 1126-1127, 
1128, 1129. 

Resolutions: p. 1131. 

Terms of settlement of jute strike : 
(Q.) pp. 1676-1681, 

Waiting accommodation in the steamer 
stations of the India General Navi- 
gation and River Steam Navigation t 
Companies: (Q.) p. 1686. 


iuioide 

By detenus and other restricted per- 
sons ainoe 1930: (O.) D. 1445. 


Suits 

For enhancement of rents in Mymen- 
singh since 1929 to* 1936: (Q.) p. 

. 1217. 

• 

For the enhancement of rent in 
different courts of the Sadar sub- 
division of Bakarganj after 1st 
January, 1937: (Q.) p. 2271. 

Superintendent 

the Bengal Tanning Institute : 

,(Q.) P- 1733. 

Of Milk Societies: (Q.) p. 2247. 

Supervisor 

Darjeeling District Board: (Q.) p. 
1736. 

Supplementary demands , 

General 1 Administration— 25 :* pp. 
1926-1935. * 

For grant regarding Speaker’s and 
Resident’s salary : p. 1862. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar • 

Boat disaster in Meghna: (Q.) p. 
1602. 

Persons arrested after their acquittal 
under the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, etc., since 1930: 
(Q.) p. 1443. • 

Petition against Captain Blake: (Q. 
p. 1854. 

Srimati, Profulla Nalini Brahma: (Q 
p. 1448. 


Suresh Chandra Bose, Dr. : (Q.) p. 2273 .• 


Survey 

% 

Cadastral: (Q.) p. 128 

Contour, in Central and Western Ben- 
gal in 1936. Appointment for: (Q.) 
p. 2137. 
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TamUudd'm Khait, Maulwi 

Allotment of f money from the Road 
Development r Fund for the construe- L 
tion of road in Faridpur: (<},.) p. 
c 1630. 

Amount in deposit in the Collectorate 
in each district on account of land- 
lords 1 fees : (Q.) p. 1613. 

Appointment of process-servers, night 
guards and orderlies by the District 
Judge, Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1831. 

Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, 1937 : pp. 
1517-1518. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment Bill, 
1937: pp. 1246, 1247, 1379, 1399. 
1722-1723, 1798, 1943, 1945, 2022- 

2023, 2026-2027, 2030, 2101, 2112, 
2277-2280, 2286. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937 : 
P £. 157^, 1575. 

Calcutta Medical College Group of 
Hospitals { (Q.) p. 1840. 

Chaukidars and dafadars in Bengal : 

(Q.) p. 1759. * 

Discussion of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937 : pp. 1462- 
• 1464, 1466, 1470, 1475, 1477, 1478. 

Doctors in the Bengal Medical Service 
in 1934: (Q.) p. 1616. 

Enhancement of rapt under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in the Khas Mahal area, 
Mijnapore: (Q.) p. 1604. 

Establishment of School Boards: (Q.) 
pp. 1999-2000, 2001. 

Government Bill: p. 1657. 

Illegal exactions in Birbhum: (Q,.) 

p. 1844. 

Measures for affecting economy : (Q ) 
p. 1409. 

Resolutions : p. 1138. 

Scheme for school hygiene work in 
Bengal: (Q.) pp. 1819-1820. 

School Hygiene, Scheme for Calcutta: 
(Q.) pp. 1889-1690. 


Tannin* initltut* %*n*Mi (Q.)" pi 

1757. 

Superintendent of the : (Q.) p. 1733. 

o 

Temporary poets* . 

In the Chemistry and Physics Depart- 
ments, Medical College, Calcutta : 
(Q.) p. 2060. 

Tender # 

For the uniform of menials: (Q.) p. 
1440. 

Term(s) 

. Of lease of the river Kirtap-Khola : 
(Q.) p. 1404. 

Of office of the Circle Officer, Contai 
and Ramnagar Circle, IMidnapore: 
(Q.) p. 2140. 

Of settlement of jute strike: (Q) p. 
1675. 

r * 

Thakur, Mr. Promotha Ran Jan. 

Annual contribution Of . fthe Bengal • 
Government to the Ranchi Mental 
Hospital: (Q.) p. 1,409. 1 

Appointment of scheduled castes to Gov- 
ernment services: (Q.) p. 2059. 

Arrest of persons in Faridpur under 
Regulation III of 1818 and Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act: (Q.) 
p. 1352. 

Bodhana Samiti : {Q.) p. 1847. 

Closure of the lock-gates of the 
Madaripur Bheel Route Canal: (Q.) 
pp. 2235-2236. 

Criminal case against one Santosh 
Kumar Banerji and three other young 
men of Faridpur: (Q.) p. 1765. 

Detenu 8j. Dhirendra Nath Sen : (Q ) 
pp. 1590-1591. 

Dismissal and reinstatement of certain 
police officers: (Q.) pp. 1587, 1539. 

Inspectors, Auditors and Irrigation , 
Supervisors: (Q.) p. 1619. | 

Henria Sivaprasad Institution: (Q) P* f 
2002. 
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^ELfiidti andfd&iammad District Judges, 

* ^Magistrate-Collectors, Deputy Magis- 
tracies and Deputy Collectors and Sub- 

, Deputy Magistrates find Sub-l}eputy 
Collectors: (Q.) p. 1359. <# 

Membejs of the Central Text Book 
Cominittee: (Q.) p/1811^ 

* Names ' and cartes of Chairman and 
, members of the Piirojpur Special 

Board: (Q.) p. 2230. 

Operation of the Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrages Act in Farid- 
pur: (Q.) p. 1674. 

Restraint order on Babu Makhan Lai 
Mukherjee:* (Q.\p. 2147-2148. 
Trenchiift ground of Khulna Munici- 
pality: (Q.) p. 1904. 

The words “Bande Mataram” : (Q.) p. 
1175. 

rmi 

In Manikganj subdiwisioS, Dacca. 
Bandalling near: (Q.) p. 2233. 

rime schednle; -p. 1453. 

Nppera 

Debt Settlement Board at Shilmuri 
Union : (Q.) p. 2165. # • 

Rivers Tilaeh and Howra: (Q.) p. 
1966. 

Fippera district 

Annual breaches in the embankment of 
the river Gumti in:' (Q.) p. 2270. 

‘Title Course” 

Opening of, classes in mufasBal mad- 
rasahs: (Q.) p. 1967. 

rgfel Ahmed Chaudhury, Hail Maulvi 

Muslim clerks in the various depart- 
i ,ments of the Medical College : (Q,.) 

p. 2020. 

.Vacancies in the two posts of compil- 
ers and one of* typist in the School of 
Tropical IVJedicine : (Q.) p. 1707. 


Trtlygunge and PanoMrffttgnun 4 

Flooding of: (Q.) p. 2223. 

Total number 

Of Bengali gentlemen and ladieB now 
in detention under Regulation III of 
1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act: (Q.) p. 1901. 

Tour 

Of the Hon’b’le Minister and jute re- 
striction for the last three years. 
Expenditure incurred for the: (Q.) 
p. 1490. 

Training 

D. T. M. Course of: (Q.) p. 2136 

Transfer fee 

Landlord's: (Q.) p. 1 H 5 . > 

Trenching ground 

Of Khulna Municipality: (Q.) p, ** 
1903. 

Tropical Medioines 

Employees in the School of, Calcutta* 
(Q.) p. 1119. 

Twenty-four Parganas 

Muslim officers as Subdivisional Officer 
and Additional District Magistrate 
of: (Q.) p. 2180. • 

Recruitment of Bengali ordinary and 
literate constables from the district * 
of: (Q.) p. 1781. 

Unclaimed dead bodies 

Of Hindus. Disposal of: (Q.) p. 2087* 

# 

Unemployment problem: (Q.) p. 1543. 

Unemployment relief scheme 

Persons trained and provided uader 
the: (Q.) p. 1*534. 

Success of: (Q.) p. 1622. 
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Tender for the: (Q.) p. 1440. 

Union BoortKt) 

0 

Constitution of the Haipur, Contai : 
(Q.) p. 1820. 

Delay in holding elections to the Tala : 
(Q.) p. 1896. 

Election of the Bhogdanga, Rangpur: 

(Q.) p. 1992. 

Establishment of, in Midnapore: (Q. 

p. 1828. 

Unlawful Congress Organisations 

Names and numbers of the: (Q,.) p. 
2272. 

Upper Division 

Clerical service in the Collect orates. 
Percentage of Muhammadans in the: 
(Q.) p. 1635. 

c 

v 

' tipper subordinates 

And Sub-overseers in the Irrigation 
and Public Works Department: (Q.) 
p. 1629. 

Vacancies 

In the two posts of compilers and one 
of typist in the School of Tropical 
Medicine: (Q.j p. 1707. 

Vehiotts 

Passing on full speed: (Q.) p. 1179. 

VBnding Excise shops: (Q.) p. 2252. 
Vesting of powsrs 

£)f Certificate Officers to certain Khas 
Tahsildars in Noakhali : (Q.) p. 

,1441. 

c 

Veterinary Collet* 

Lecturers in, the Bengali: (Q.) p. 
1240. 
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Veterinary HoepJtat> 

At Bogya: (Q.) p. l?40z 

Village 

Internment of ( 

Waiting aocommodatlon 4 ° 

In the steamer gtatipns of the India 
General Navigation and River Steanj 
Navigation Companies: (Q.) p. 1686. 

Waiting room(s) 

At the Contai Road Station on the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway: (Q.) p. 

1701. 

Female, at Kholahati Railway Station : 

(Q.) p. 2083. 

Wakf estates: (Q.) p. 1998. 

Administration of: (Q.) p. 1905. 

In Mymensingh : (Q.) p. 2255. » 

Of Hadji Mohammad Mohsin. Annual 
income of the: (Q.) p. 1688. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvl 

Appointments in the ^clerical staff in 
>ihe Khulna Judge’s Court: (Q,.) p. 
1298. v 

Beel Route Canal : (Q.) p. 1597. 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill: 

p. 2112. 

Clerks in the Judge’s and MunsiPs 
Courts of Jessore: (Q.) p. 1299. 

Inspectors and Auditors of the Co- 
operative Department: (Q.) pp. 
2016-2017. 

r 

Narail-Jessore Road with extension .to 
Kalna Ghat on the M&dhum&ti: (Q. 

. pp. 1701-1702. 

Walker, Mr. 4. R. T 

Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1987 
pp. 2315-2316. 

Warder Guards 

And Head Warders *ih the circle jails: 
(Q.) p. 1711. 





INDEX. 


lxxxzi 


LI « No - 4 -j 

i v f '■ 

JWfiMli ' E»t*W I •’* 

3howanipflrc^ (Q.)’ p. 13J2. 
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Water-logged than** » 

tn. Miflnapore due to the overflowing of 
• thbsKalighai river: # (Q!) p. 2232 

» 

5 water-supply 

In Mymensingh: Drinking: (Q.) p. 

2173, 


Weavirtfc Schools 

Appointment given to passed students 
from Berhampore and Serampore : 

<Q,) P- 1631. 


|Test Bengal 

Soap factory at Majdia (Nadia) : (Q.) 
* p. 1542. . * 


West, Mr*. , Ellen 

J 

Bengal’ Sweepstakes Bill, 1937 : pp. 
1524-1525 . ^ 


Western Duars Khas Mahal 

In Jalpaiguri during Milligan’s settle- 
ment. Rent of the: (Q.) p. 1013. 


Wild animals 

Hardship caused to the people in the 
vicinity of, reserved "forests by: 
« , (Q.) p. 1710. 



"Bandsmataram": 


(Q.) p. 1175. 


Wordtworth,*MK W. Cv» 

Adjournment motion: pp. 1158-1101. 

* . 

f Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
• 1937: pp. 1273-1274, 2284-2888. 

Resolutions : p. 1135. 


Workers' Union 

Martin’s Light Railway: (Q.) p. 
2058. 


Worship houae 

For the Hindu Police force at Pirojpur : 
(Q.) p. 1741. 

Writers' Buildings 

Restriction for visitors to the : (Q A p. 
1227. 


Youth Association 

Jessore-Khulna: (Q.) P> H 79 . 

Yusuf All Choudhuri, Mr. 

Muslim clerks appointed ip the Dacca 
Collect orate in the years 1935-37* 
(Q,) p. 1300. 

Number of clerks, process-servers and 
night guards appointed by the Dis- 
trict Judge of Faridpur for the years 
1930-37: (Q.) pp, 1028-1629. ^ 

Waiting accommodation in the steam- 
er stations of the India General N*vi- 
gation and River Steam Navigation 
Companies: (Q.) p. 16 ^ 0 . 

Zaman, a. M. a., Mr. 

Labour officers: (Q.) p. 1345 , 

Police assault on several workers of 
Angus Mill: (Q.) p , 1317 , 
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